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% N/\Tl O f\AL Honorary President, ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, 26 West 61st Street, New York.

MAN PT'CSidth. SUSAN B. ANTHONY, Recording Secretary, ALICE STONE BLACKWELL,
WOMAN 17 Madison Street, Rochester, New York. 3 Park Street, Boston, Mass.
wcﬂ Vice-President-at-Large, REV. ANNA H. SHAW, Treasurer, HARRIET TAYLOR UPTON,

> 1341 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 3 ;
<AssoCII\TA N St ACSA DOy e Warren, Ohio,

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Corresponding Secretary, RACHEL FOSTER AVERY,

A (LAURA CLAY, Lexington, K
1341 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. At 7

“'1SArRAH B. COOPER, San Francisco, Cal.

1341 ArcH ST., Chairman Committee on Organization, CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT, 106 World Building, New York,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Rochester, N. V., Mareh 13, 1897.
Miss Laura Clay,
Lexington, Ky.
My Dear Friend:-

Here is Mrs. Conway's letter of the Ath inst. 1 dare say she is in corres-
pondence with Mrs. Meriweather direct, but nevertheless I send this to you. It
makes matters look very hopeful for a good amount of propaganda talk and education
at the Tennesse Centennial. 1 hope you can get matters settled at an early day,
so that you can secure the best SP?EEE”S for our d§X§ at the Centennial, I do
hope you will have a splendid series of lectures. T do hope you will be able to
secure a good place, where all sorts of suffrage literature may be kept, and
where a capable SEEEEEF“ women will preside to talk with all the people who may
stop to inquire about our cause. There is hardly any measuring the amount of
good educational work that can be done through a suffrage booth, well-equipped
with literature énd clerks, so I am heart and soul with you in your efforts in
that direction, and shall be very glad to do any and everything in my power to
make it a success.

Yours very cordially,

# > e,
L e N
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Honorary President, Erizapera CApy Stanton, 26 West 61st Street, New York.

’ ’
Wationaf-@merican
President, SUSAN B. ANTHONY, Recording Secretary, ALICE STONE BLACKWELL,
fmoman guﬁrage 17 Madison Street, Rochester, New York. 3 Park Street, Boston, Mass.

; i Vice-President-at-Large, Rev. ANNA H. Snaw, Treasurer, HARRIET TAvLOrR UPTON,
@sﬁoclafton' 1830 Diamond Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Warren, Ohio.

Corresponding Secretary, RACHEL FOSTER AVERY, ., {Laura Cray. Lexington, Ky.
1920 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Auditors, | Caruarine WavGH McCuLLouGH, Chicago, I11.
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS,

Chairman Committee on Organization, CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT, 107 World Building, New York.
107 WORLD BUILDING, GarIHarAC £ £ 3 7

NEW YORK.
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT.

ROCHESTER, N. Y., llay 24, A
Miss Laura C. Clay,
Lexington,
Ky.
My Dear Priend:-

Your good report of lNashville and Memphis is before ne. You -- yes, we, --
have great reason to rejoice over the good work you inaugurated at Nashville.

T wish there were some women living in Nashville, who would, without money
and without price, give their time to the maintenance of suffrage headquarters in
the Woman's Building for the whole six months. It does seem as if there must be
such women there, To pay a woman board and salary to go there from outside is,

£

of course, beyond the pessibilities of our lean treasury.

I was delighte to see that lrs. Virginia Clay Clopton made such a good im-

pression, I was deeply impressed with her maiden speech on introducing me to our
Huntsville audience in 1895, and told her then she had the power, and should meake
it her duty, to become one of the best speakers of the country. Of course, T
knew that if she went to the Expoesition, she would make exactly the good impresw
sion that

My big layout of an appeal for money results in but little more than yours.
So far, only about $30 have come in response.

T wish it were possible for you yourself to live in Nashville the next six
months. In your quiet, convineing way you would do more than all of us old sta-
gers put together,

T am very glad that the Tennessee women, both of lMemphis and the Exposition,
have decided to meke arrangements for no speaker, unless recommended by you. It
would be most disastrous, in all probability, if they should accept offers from
women who were not thus endorsed. I hope you will learn of a number of our good
speakers, who can be prevailed upon to speak at Nashville. I have the fullest

faith that you and Mrs. Meriweather will do everything that can be done for the

best interests of our movement. I will keep my eye and ear out too, and let you




MisgiL. G. Clay.

know if I hear of anybody going near you.

If you really think it best for the National Assocition to try end hold meet-~

he 30th and 31st of October, please correspond with Miss Shaw, who will be
at her home, Wianno, Mass., and with Mrs. Foster Avery, and see if they can umuster
speekers to remein over from the Council for that purpose. It seems to me that
there must be seversl of the women who will attend the Federation of Cluhs, the
National Council, and the Jewish Council, so as to be there the 30th and 31st,
which will be Priday and Saturday, and I believe that you could manage to fill in
those two days with suffrage to good advantage. But if you think it wise have
meetings in the city of Nashville on the Saturday &nd Sunday between the Federation
of Clubs snd the Council, and can secure speakers, that is a good thing to do in
my opinion; and then it would be nice, while all hands are in Tennessee, t have

i

a reelly good convention in Memphis. vou and Mrs. Meriweather, there on the spot,

: AaMas e
it seems to me, should be the ones to decide on gll those matters, and to kewe all

arrangements. I am simply overwhelmed with this hunting through the records of
the past, and feel no power to be and to do in the present.

So you see, whether the meetings are on the grounds or outside, in the
of Nashville, it must be for you d Mrs. Meriweather to decide and
Any of us, who know nothing of the conditions there, could not possibly meke wise
decisions.

1 forward vour letter to lirs. Foster Avery, and shall rely on her to make all

sary arrangements with you, since both she and you are members of the Nation-
1 Executive Board, and I know will do everything for the best and as I would like
to have it done if I were on the spot.

So, with many thanks for all you have done and all you will do, and with love
to your sisters, Mary and Sarah, I am, as ever,

Devotedly yours,

~7

el
(Dictated.) ¢7‘/’:57{/j{‘
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April 20, 189

Miss Laura Clay,
Lexington, Ky.
My dear Laura:- wrote you a day since &

s, : o
for your autograph:. Ouw-publisheris beginning to qal; a hgilt

on us as to numbers so I think we ;LQllihéve t;\&Eﬂi@eybé—
tween Laura and Mary, and since Laura is a member of what I
term my "bodyguard" I had better choose her name.

Then I want to ask, exactly how shall T call your mothers
name when I speak of Mrs. Catt and myself being guests in her
utiful home in Lexington? Shall it be lirs. Mary--(I can
not remember her maiden name)-- Clay or lrs. Cassius M. Clay?

T have Mary's autograph so if yours does not zet here
in time T shall use hers, but I must know exactly your
mother's nane.

Everything looks like war this morning but I am hoping
that Spain will come to her senses and discover that her
better part of discretion is to let Cuba go iree. Certainly
we a liberty loving people must not longer remain silent
spectators to the putchery of the people of that island.

Affectionately, yours,

Wﬂ‘




National-American Woman Suffrage Association.

Honvrary President,

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, 26 West 61st Street, NEw YORK.
Cor. Sec.; ELLEN BATTELLE DIETRICK, Treasurer, HARRIET TAYLOR UPTON,
176 Hunting Ave., BosToN, Mass. WARREN, . OHI0.

Rec. Sec., ALICE STONE BLACKWELL
SR R e S SR e 1 Auwdditore. | RACHEL FOSTER AVERY, Pa.
OMERTON, HILADELPHIA, Al 3 ark Street, BOSTON, MASS. wuazitors, 'J()SEPHINJi 1< }IENI{\Y‘ Ky.

#17 Madison St., Rochester, M. Y.,
Mey 11, 1898. -
Dear liember of the Business Commitiee: ==
I have just read snd re-read the concensus of opinion of the different mem=-
bers of the committee sent me by the Copresponding Secretary, to which I will ‘say: .
FIRST, That for the same reéaon we threw up the New England conferences --
the war -- W76annot see into next year and decide wisely when end where to hold

ou¥ convention outside of Washington. Whet looks best now mey be the very worst

thing when the war is over, so I say let the decision wait, at least until after

the November eleections. This is for a double reason: Michigan and Californiea
are to vote on the question of holding constitutional conventions, If both

States should vote yes, then we would wsnt to cerry our propagenda conventions




into both; if only California, then I should vote to ¢arry our annusl meeting

there in February, 1899, or just as soon as the Legislature had enacted the law
regulating the election of the delegates and fixing the date of the eonstitutional
convention. If only Michigen should cerry the proposition, then I should vote
to hold our gonvention in that Stete, not in Grand Repids, but in the metropolis,
Detroit. Neither of these horns of the dilemme cen be chosen until efter the
elections are over in November next. Putting the constitutionsl conventions out
ef the question, I should vote against Minneapolis and Grand Rapids beceuse of
our having so recently held great Nationsl conferences in both, and I should vote
against Cincinnati beemuse of our resent very small National sonference there.

I do not at sall believe in the polisy of taking our National snnual meeting
into the ¢ity which offers the best financial conditions, without consideration of

the need of our help to some practical end.




T believe that either lNew Orleans or Memphis would invife us and offer hos-
pitality too if the friends knew we would like to eerry the convention there. So
i beg thet & deeision may not be hurried, but that it shell at les#t be postponed
until we set the election reports from both Michigan snd Celifornia.

SECOND. T object totslly to moving our officer-electing, delegate ¢onven-
tion forward to spring, or baek into autumn. What I hope to see the friends in
all the States settle upon is thst our regular smnusl meeting shall be held in
Washington esch yesr, the last of Jenuary or the first of February, ifor nationsl
work with Congrese; that is, that instesd of throwing up our efforts to secureé a
Tederal Gonstitutionsl Amendment we shall double them, if possible. 1In the past

four years, by teking our convention away from the capital, we surely have lost

very muesh of the prestige and power we formerly had with Congress. And ff/

1 fear very many of the delegetes have either lost sight or were never possessed

of the primal end and aim of our Wational organization, viz., that of securing




from Congress the passage of s reselution submitting to the Tegislatures of the
several States & proposition to so smend the Federsl Constitution as to prohibit
the Stetes from disfrsnchising United States citiszens on secount of sex. To do
this we must get a two-thirds vote of both Houses of Congress; and our only hope
of gotting this vote is to keep "pegring eway on that line" if it teckes enother

helf century, not once in two vears, but every year, snd that with renewed esrnsst-

ness of purpose and increased numbers of delegates from &ll the States to impor-

tune their representatives in person.

Then for State propagends we should hold several National econferences eseh
spring and suwtumn in such States as have suffrage emendments or constitutional
eonvent ions pending, thus throwing the weight of our national body's influence
where it will be of most immediate pragtical benefit. To illustrate: This year

I would heve given National eonferences to the largest cities of South Dakota and




Washington, instead of to Minnesote, Illinois, Michigen, Ohio (twice over), Penn-
sylvenia, West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, lNew York, and esach of
the New Enpland Ststes had the proposed sweep been csarried out; and next year T
would hold Nationsl conferences in the State or Ststes which should then have pre=-
cipitated the question before the people for immediate action, as HMichigen and
Celifornia, should they vote for constitutional sonventions.

After we have done all we can to influence Congress end the Statas in whieh
prestical metion is pending, then let us carry our propaganda fa the other States
where we feel we e¢an do most toward preparing the way for a hopeful precipitation
of amnendments, This policy, it seems to me, will most surely and speedily bring
to the women of the nation their c¢itizen's right to heve their opinions counted
at the kskaa ballot-box.

I do not went the States to do less in and for themselves, but I do want all

of them to combine their powers and concentrste them upon Congress. There ¢an




be efficient State societies without a nationel sssociation, but therse cen be no

effleient neticonsl orgsnization except through and by the combination of those

societies in the seversl States.

{(Dictated)
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, ROCHESTER, N.Y.

August 10, 1898.

Miss Laura Clay,
. Lexington,
Ky.
My Dear Friend: =--

When in Washington I don't know whether you took in my pet scheme of raising
a large Standing Fund for the &nfranchisement of Women, only the interest of which
should be used from year to yesr. Fnclosed is an appeal I have written concerning
it. I would like to know whether it is such as would set you, your sisters and
your mother, to thinking it your duty when you distribute your property to give
or bequeath something t; this fund.

1 know the first thought that comes to you must be, "Who are to be the trus-
tees?" I have thought that perhaps the eight women who now constitute our Busi-
ness Committee would be good ones, and then twelve more must be found, with perhaps
five or six men among them, so as to make the board of trustees number twenty.
have written asking for the constitution and by-laws of the Peabody Fund, but have
not yet succeeded in getting them.

I am sure that the time has‘fully come when the demsnds for money to carry on
our work cannot be neﬁ by annual beggings, and I do not see any prospect of the
State societies increasing their number of members to such an extent as to bring
in any appreciable amunt of money. The little they pay in, as things are now,

is nothing compared to the smount we have to beg. While I am perfectly willing

to bequeath to all of the young women who may come after me, the hard work involved

in carrying on our movement I feel bound to relieve them of something harder still - -

that is, the worry and anxiety of never knowing where to turn for the money to




(Miss Clay)

foot the bills.

I want you to look over this appea% and try to make it stronger, wherever
possible, so that i% shall reach the hesd and the heart and the conscience of every-
one who receives it.

My other and smaller scheme, the Press Bureau, has already received sufficient
money to make sure of its estsblishment in the eutumn, or as soon as the war spirit
has settled down enough to make it seem possible for the world to look at and lis-
ten to anything upon the suffrage question.

Very sincerely yours,
£ oLt

o
(Diectated)
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My Desr Friend: --

This is to place hefore you a proposition for insuring a certain income
to carry on the work of suffrage from year to year, so as to relieve the young
women who will have the responsibility of managing our national association in the
very near future of at least part of their financial burden and thus leave them
more time and strength for pushing forward the cause.

As you doubtless know, those who have stood at the head of this movement for
the last half century have had no possible way of getting money to use for it ex-
cept that of asking contribut ions from friends who were interested, and as nearly
all this time I have been one of those at the front I have necessarily taken a

large part in planning and executing the work, as well as in begging the money to

pay for it. I can tegtify that fully fﬁ one half the anxiety, the worry end the

toil of my part has consisted in not knowing where to turn for money to foot the
bills.

In what necessarily must be the last years of my public service, T want to be
insﬁrumental in raising a permanent fund for the cause and placing it in the hands
of a committee of fifteen or twenty good business women to invest to the best of
their judgment, disbursing only the interest each year to carry forward the work.
My aim iggé;iﬁlﬁiiﬂe and as much more as may be. 0f course, with such a modest
fund the interest each year would be but a very small part of the sum needed, but
it would be & certainty.

The cqntributions to the national association amounted last year in round
numbers to $14,000, and the year preceding to nearly $12,000. A large proportion
of these were from workingwomen and did not exceed one doilnr each, and hundreds
of them were only twenty-five cents. If the friends possessed of wealth gave annu-

'

ally acecording to their means we should be certain each year of rééing an amount
A

of money equal to the demunds of the work.
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What 1 now ask, my dear friend, is that you will contribute to the Standing
¥und for the &nfranchisement of Women ss muich as your good will fo our caus die-
taetes and your circumstsnces may permit. If your estate will not allow of your
giving any considershle sum in your lifetime, then will you send me a writing, duly
signed, stating that in your will you have hequeathed a certsin number of thou-
sands of dollars to this fund?

I have hed this in mind two years or more, but have been unable 10 fing time
te write to the friends who I felt would be glad thus te help our good caugeafter
they could no longer portion out their own contributions vear by year. I hope
you read the mccount in the Atlantic for February, 1897, of the George Peabody
Fund snd the great work it hed done during ite first thirty years. That fund wes
$1,000,00C and was placed in the hands of & committee of sixteen, with power to
fill vacancies, only one of vwhose original members is now living. The interest
paid from it to help schools throughout the South amounted to $l,260,060, s0 that
in thirty years the trustees had been able to expend a sum larger than the pringi=-
pal itsolf, end yet had that still left to give them &an equal sum to expend during
the next thirty.

and grester,

Yeer hy year the necds of our suffrage work become graaterr\nnd I beg of you
to aid in this effort to secure a certain sum income with which to start into esch
New Year. Thus\the Young ‘women who mey be elected to steand at the head of our

movement Will not be subjected te the necessity of begging every dollar to pay for

postage, printing, lectures end expenses of ail sorts for the seversl States strug-

gling to carry on the educational work necessary to place the ballot in the hands
of women. '’

Hoping you will give this proposition your careful thought, and let me know
at your early convenience whet vou esn end will do, 1 am,

Very sincerely yours,
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August IIth 1898
Dear Friend!le

For 50 years women have worked for the betterment
of their own condition. In this work they have been exceedingly un-
selfish. In case of war, famine, cisaster or disease they have not
only cheerfully-ladd aside their own cause but they have worked to
ameliorate the conditions confronting them, In this they were right,
But they have gone further and made the question of woman’s progress
secondary to all others. In this they were not right, for the pro-
gress of woman means the progress of the race.

In two yvears I will be eighty and will, as you know, have
given many years to the question of woman’s developement, and I write
to ask you if in the coming two years you will not promise to giv e
to the question of wemam’s political advancemeni ihe firsti place
instead of second., Will you de this? Will you identify yourself and
attempt to have your friends identify themselves with wiih the local
suffrage club in your town? Will you use your social position teo
this end? If there is no club in your town will you attempt to organe
ize one? Will yIu make it your business for the next two years to
see that the suffrage sentiment in your community is erystallized?

If you are willing to do this then women need not it anoiher

50 years to find their real place in this commonwealth, and if you

promise this then shall I pass my eightieih birthday rejoicing.
Yours sincerely, etg.




Rational Bmerican Woman Suffrage Hssociation.

————— Office of the President.

Rechester, Ni ¥ Dec gt
Dear Friend:--

Women are fast taking their places in the industrial
and professional world, at which fact I greatly rejoice. Are you not
acquainted with some such women in your viclnity? Can you not ex-
plain to them that fifty years ago a few of us began fighting the
battle, which has made it possible for them to stand-where they now
dop. Will you not ask them to show their gratitude by contributing
at least one dollar for our Association? With these dollars we can
push the work still further till all women inside the home, as well
as outside, shall be free to do as their consciences dictate, rather

than as custom demands.

Yours sincerely,

/ 7
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(Business Committee)

: IN ANSWER TO MMRS. MoCULLOCH'S LETTER OF MAY 16.
As Hrs.. Catt in her letter of ey 24 has answered each of Mrs. MeCulloeh's
points, I will run through it.

BﬁSINESS COMMITTEE MEETINGS. It is of vital importance that we should hold
these more frequently. Can you not all manage to meet here et our home during
the sunmer? Each of you will be taking an out ing somewhere, and you might just
as well all pass through this ¢ity and stop for two or three days. I propose to
spend the entire summer at home.

EXPENSES AGAIN. "As Miss Anthony did not succccdﬁ in raising money to pay
for the expensive hall in Washington." You wull of you know that the last has
heen en exceptional year of the fifty with me, and that had I been in my usual
state of freedom I should have tsken the bits in my teeth, gone to Washington and
at least tried not only to raise the money but to work up the c¢onvention myself,
for the Washington convention requires very different meénipulation from one held
in 2 rursl eity. S0 there is no one to bleme but just yougmnresident, and she
is not one particle sorry that she insisted on going with the meeting into a
first-elass opera house.

THE BULLETIN. I don't regommend giving it up, but I would like it to be
made a great deal more practicel, and in its next number I hope there will be
something to stir up the local and State elubs throughout the eountry to feel
that instead of stopping their home work they should redouble their energies and
get up celebrations, bazaars, ete. I don't agree with yrs. Catt sbout trying to
avoid letting the anti-suffrege folks know what we are doing. They have their
spies out as well as Spain, but I believe in having one little, practical docu-
ment sent to our workers mxgryxxmankkxxxxfaxakewx all over the country every month.

" Bomehow or other, it does seem to me that the locals ought to contribute enough
to pay for the Bulletin. I think it is mervelous that the lesflets have come 80
near paying their own way, and if they do not sink us in debt any deeper than §30,
eadh year, I should surely continue them; for there is ssargely a week when there
does not come up some new incident in regard to suffrage, which should be put in
2 permanent leaflet.

ORGANIZATION., Mre. Catt's statement of her plan of managing this work seecms
to me satigsfastory. I don't think, however, that in the financial statement
money paid for hall-rent, posters, ete. shgould be charged to the name of Miss lay
or any other organizer. And then in the statement of the expenses o7 the conven=
tion which lrs. Upten sent, it seemed to me petty to say by whose order posters,
pens and ink snd paper pads were bought. It is quite enough if the money has
been peid out and the committee approved of it, without saying which individual
transscted the business.

:Y
There, I pelieve I have touched on ev?ry point whi¢h has been under diseuse |

sion by the different members of the committes. -~ 80 let us have trust in each
other, and all study how to get the best results.

Affectionately yours,

(Dictated)




(Business Committee]
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