














The law of Tennessee and Pennsylvania
permits a woman to marry again if her hus-
band deserts her and she believes him dead,
and it will stand good even if the deserter
returns, unless he desires to live with her,
and if she refuses to live with him it is de-
sertion. If he prefers he may secure a di-
vorce; but if all parties are satisfied things
may remain as they are at the time of his
return, This law applies to ihe wife as well
as to the husband. Permitting the deserter
to resume or withdraw as he sees fit is un-
just. The one left behind should, alone, be
entitled to decide whether or no the mar-
riage tie should remain in force. Possibly
he or she might take the Irishman’s view of
Purgatory, and fear to go further and fare
worse, All States and Territories give the
privilege of marrying again, after the de-
serter has been absent a certain number of
years: but if the husband returns he can
claim his wife again. In Lousiana the
court can validate the second marriage at
its discretion. The time of absence varies

Missouri and Wyoming will give a divorce
when the husband is a vagrant. Mississippi
is different from any other State in granting
a divorce “for habitual and excessive opium,
morphine, or other drug habit.” 7

In some States procurement of marriage
by force, fraud, or duress, is a cause, and
also marriage within the prohibited decrees
of relationship.

Lunacy or idiocy is a ground for nullity
of the marriage tie in all the States, except
District of Columbia, Georgia, Mississippi
Virginia, and Wisconsin; in these it is a
ground for dlvorce,

Marriage with a girl under the age of
legal consent, without consent of parents or
guardians, is invalid in most of the States,
In Arizona, Delaware, and Idaho it is cause
for divorce.

The grounds for divorce, a vinculo
matrimonii, in some States is only cause for
divorce, a mensa et thoro, in others, and
vice versa, When the bill of divorce is filed
in _t}le proper court, if the defendantisa

from two years in P yl , when the
death of the deserter is declared ‘*‘upon
false rumor, in appearance well founaed,”
up to seven years in other States,

There are many other heterogeneous
causes for divorce, thirty-three in all; but
they are too rumerous to mention, and
nearly all come under the head of one of
those already given. Kentucky, Massa-
chusetts, and New Hampshire differ from
other States in granting a divorce for join-
ing a religious sex believing marriage un-
lawful. In nearly all the Western‘and New
England States, also Delaware and Tennes-
see, “failure or neglect of the husband to
provide,” ke having the ability to do so, is a
vaiid cause. In Tennessee a divorce is ob-
tainable if the husband turns the wife oat
of doors; in the same State a good cause
against the wife is if she refuses to go into
the husband’s State to live. This last isa
cause for limited divorce in Pennsylvania
and North Carolina,

A woman in Michigan was granted a di-
vorce on account of her husband not pro.
viding the necessaries of life, he having
said that *he would not work his toenails
off for any woman.” The supreme court of
Vermont has just decided that a specific
disease is sufficient ground for a divorce,
This cause is also good in Kentucky, as is
the lewd or lascivious conduct of the wife.
In Florida we find “habitual indulgence in
vislent or ungovernable temper;” in Rhode
Island and Maryland, ‘‘any cause render-
ing the marriage originally void;”in the
former “gross misbehavior in violation of
the marriage covenant;” in the latter, “im-
morality of the wife before marriage.” Vir-
ginia and West Virginia have also this
cause, but in them the noted immorality of
the husband before marriage is also a cause,

of the State a summons is served
upon him; if not, a publicatlon must be made
in a newspaper in his county, and in some
States the law requires a copy «to be mailed
to his last address. If this is not done the
decree is void. A couple lived in New Jer-
sey, of whom the wife moved to Michigan,
and procured a decree there, giving service
on her husband by publication. She re-
turned to New Jersey, married again, and
returned to Michigan with her second hus-
band, The first husband had not any notice
until after the decree was granted. The
court in New Jersey pronounced the divorce
obtained in Michigan a nullity.

The State of Washington in its statute,
gives absolute divorce for “force or fraud
in getting married, infidelity, physical inca-
pacity, abandonment for one year, cruel
treatment or personal indignity, rendering
life burd habitual dr neg-
lect of husband to provide, conviction of
felony, chronic mania or dewmentia for ten
years, or for any other cause decreed by
court sufficient, and *the court is satisfied
the parties can no longer live together.”

A valid divorce cannot be obtained out of
the State in which a man has his home; he
must live a certain length of time in the
place % entitle him to the use of the court,
This time varies from three months in the
Dakotas to five years in Massachusetts,

The statute is different in Louisiana, for
all the various offenses for which an abso-
lute divorce is given; a divorce a mensa et
thoro and the lapse of a year without rec-
onciliation must first be obtained in all cas-
es, except for infidelity, and infamous pun-
ishment, The law of Massachusetts is
somewhat similar, as a decree nisi is ren-
dered, and if no reconciliation takes place
this is made absolute in six months, Some

States grant no limited divorces; New
Hampshire does not, but it has fourteen
causes for absolute divorce. In these States
the courts of equity will grant alimony to
a wife who is separated from her husband
on account of his bad conduct.

If a citizen of New York goes out of the
State for a divorce, then returns and mar-

ries again in New York, he will be liable for | of

bigamy, as the divorce would there be in-
valid. In Tennessee such a divorce and
marriage is a statutory offense. Maine, Del-
aware and Massachusetts declare all divor-
ces obtained in other States by people going
thither for that purpose, for causes not valid
in those States, or for any cause occurring
in those States, shall have no validity.

There are three deductions concerning
the validity of divorce which I will quote
entirely from Mr. Whitney:

First—A divorce or sentence of nullity of
marriage, procured in the domicile of the
parties and valid there, is valid everywhere.

Second—A divorce or sentence of nullity
of marriage procured in another jurisdic-
tion than that of the parties’ domicile, for a
cause which does not arise or occur in the
lex fort (place of action). is void everywhere
else except in the lex fori, and sometimes
void there.

Third—A person’s domicile is “the estab-
lished, fixed, permanent or ordinary dwell-
ing place, or place of residence, of a person,
as distinguished from his temporary or tran-
sient, although actual, place of residence.”
It is his legal residence as distinguished
from his temporary place of abode; or his
home, as distinguished from a place to
which busi or pl may p ily
call him.

Some years ago Indiana and Utah gave
spurious divorces on the plea of “incompat-
ibility of temper;” and actual residence was
dispensed with; but after a number of cases
had been declared fraudulent, and the di-
vorce adjudged void, the law was repealed.
The “lightning divorce factory” has now
been changed to Dakota. These decrees
are of the same kind, and the parties who
obtain them are liable at any time, if mar-
ried again, to be indicted for bigamy. This
year, divorces granted by probate judges in
Oklahoma have been declared illegal by the
Supreme court. The harmful results ot
these divorces will appear if there are chil-
dren of both marriages: as only the chil
dren of the first marriage can inherit as le-
gitimate heirs; and they can prove the chil-
dren of the second marriage illegitimate.
The general impression seems to be that the
number of decrees is increasing.

Our vice-president from North Caralina
writes that there has been an increase of at
least 50 per cent. in that State, In Minne-
sota the increase has been about 55 per cent;

in Nebraska 79 per cent. In Florida thein-
crease is noticeable on account of the very
marked growth in population. The report
from Virginia states that few divorces have
been granted, and those chiefly to colored
people.

system of regi of mar-
riages and divorces, and of the publication
f i should be blished in every
State and Territory. This has been done
this year in Michigan, by Mr, Melvin A,
Root, who travelled through that State and
d the 1 istics in each
county from the county clerks. I will give
Mr. Root's tabulation:
Michigan—Population in 1884, 1,853,654;
in 1804, 2,251,454. Increase in ten years,
nearly 21 per cent.
Marriages in 1883, 17,078; in 1893, 19,197.
Increase in ten years, 12.4 per cent.
Divorce suits begun in 1883, 1,035;in1893,
2,586, < Increase in ten years, 336 per cent,
Increase of percentage of suits for divorce
over marriages formed, 21.2 per cent,
Divorces granted on suits begun in 1883,
1,250; in 1893, 1,601. Increase in ten years,
27 1 per cent. Increase of divorces granted
over marriages formed, 14.7 per cent,
While divorces have been on the increase
in nearly all the States, especially the west-
ern, and in the whole United States have in-
creased 38 per cent., we find that while in
Wyoming the population is rapidly on the
increase, the number of divorces granted
has decreased 29 per cent.and but few of
these decrees were given to old residents of
Wyoming, but to persons who had married
bzfore removing to that State. This is
thought to be owing to the beneficent effects
of woman suffrage which obtainsin Wyoming
It has been said that “money is the root
of all evil,” but it is a very necessary root,
and is always an incident "in a divorce suit,
in the shape of alimonyj; it plays the chief
part in a divorce a mensa et thoro. It has
been defined by Mr. Shelford, as the “al-
lowance made to the wife for her mainten-
ance, either during a matrimonial suit or at
its termination, when she has proved herself
entitled to a sepaiate maintenance.”
Alimony has been granted in Illinois even
where the wife was guilty of bigamy. In
Nebraska it is allowed in all cases except
unfaithfulness. In Louisiana there is a stat-
ute by which it may not exceed one-third of
the husband’sincome; and which says, also:
“The ali y shall b T ble in
case it shall become necessary, and-in case
the wife shall contract a second marriage.”
In Iowa, M. h New H hi
Oregon, Virginia, Washington, and West
Virginia an allowance may be given as ali-
mony to the husband out of the wife’s sep-
arate estate.
This brings us to the final in divorce laws




the interest of the ruling classeshas induced
them to confer new rights on a subject
class, it has been done with no effort on'the
part of the latter., Neither the African
slave nor the English laborer demanded the
right of suffrage. It was given in both cases
to strengthen the liberal party. The phil-
anthropy of the few may Ihave en)-ngered into

resolved into its original elements and a//
the people have a right to vote for members
who are to frame the fundamental laws
under which they are to live,” Although
both Governor Hill and Governor Flower
recommended that this right be extended to
women, there was no action taken, and
women, one-half the people, will have no

those reforms, but pol car-

in the coming Convention.

ried the measure, Women, on the cqn}rary,
have fought their own battles, ard in their
rebellion against existingjcundmuns have

Now gentlemen we are tired running this
auntlet of pettifoggers in the National and
tate councils, in the courts and in popular

inaugurated the most f 1 revolu-
tion the world has ever witnessed. The
magnitude and multiplicity of the changes
involved, make the obstacles in the way of
success seem almost insurmountable,

The darkest page in the future history of
New York willp be the indifference of our
fathers, husbands, brothers and sons, to all
woman's appeals for her civil and political
rights for the last half century. The vast
majority have stood silent spectators while
leading men in the Nation, Congressmen,
Judges of the Supreme Court, Legislators
and Editors have all alike played foot ball
with our most sacred rights.

The National Constitution says, “No State
shall disfranchise any of its citizens on ac-
count of race, color or previous condition of
servitude.” But, say learned Judges, this
does not include women, although our laws
and customs show that their previous con-
dition has been and still is one of servitude.
Our immortal Benjamin Franklin'said Jong
ago, “They who have no voice in the laws
and rulers under which they live are slaves ”’

When we ask Congress for a 16th Amend-
ment for woman’s enfranchisement in plain
unmistakable terms our representatives re-
fer us to our respective States, It is nearly
fifty years since women were granted hear-
ings for the first time before the Legislature
of New York and from time to time some
minor civil right have been conceded,
Three Governors have recommended some
mild attempts at suffrage for women.

When Alonzo B, Cornell was Governor
he signed a bill for a limited school suffi

1 With united voice they say there
is no law nor Constitution for such an inno-
vation as the right of suffrage for women,
And there with them the question rests.
On the contrary with a fair interpretation of
the principles of our government, there is
no authority in law or Constitution for the
disfranchisement of one-half the people. In
a republican form of government we have
all the authority we need for extending equal
rights to all, “Universal Suffrage is the first
truthand only basis of a genuine Republic.”
We have all the law and Constitution nec-
essary to secure Justice, Equality and Lib-
erty to every citizen,

All we need now is some liberal, clear-
sighted statesman to arise, who will interpret
our laws and Constitutions in harmony with
the acknowiedged principles of our govern-
ment. “Any interpretation in favor of Lib-
erty,” said Charles Sumner, “is law and Con-
stitution, when the letter and spirit of a doc-
ument conflict the latter must govern,”

When Chief Justice Mansfield in the
Somerset case declared that no slave could
breathe on British soil by the provisions of
Magna Charta, he rose above the technical-
ities of his profession and with inspired vis-
ion saw the man through the black skin and
the slave walked out of Court crowned with
all the rights of a British subject,

Where and when shall we look for some
great statesman to arise, who like Lord
Mansfield, shall proclaim Justice, Liberty
and Equality as the birthright of every hu-
man soul, black and white, man and wom.
an.

for women. In 1892 under Governor Hill
another act was passed, extending the right
to vote for school commissioners in the ru-
ral districts, Women registered by the
thousand and hurried to the polls at the last
November election, but there they encoun-
tered Judges of the Supreme Gourt, who
declared the act of ‘92 unconstitutional,
denying the right of the Legislature to ex-
tem'i' the suffrage, althaugh the Legislature
has exercised that right both to extend and
limit the suffrage, not only in New York, but
in many other States. In 1801 and 1821
when all men, black and white voted on a
property ification the isl, de-
clared their riEht to vote for members to a
Constitutional i “In the i
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Women do not Wish to Vote.
[BY ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.]

The patent answer opponents make to our
present demand for political equality, is that
the women themselves do not ask it; that
they are happy and satisfied in their present
condition, &

In the old days of antislavery opponents
jeered abolitionists in the same way. They
said why make all this noise about emanci-

- pation, the slaves are contented and happy.

‘When asked if they wish to be free, in the
presence of their masters, tLht?y say no; we

chusetts and North Carolina, their names
gild many a page in History, Tkey saw at
once that in the recognition of any privil-
eged classes, the fathers stultified every
principle of republican government. But in
the deadly struggle for the life of the Nation
they held their just claims in abeyance.
Have all the glowing peans to Justice, Lib-
erty and Equality, that have echoed down
the century, had no significance for women?
If it is true that they do not want to vote,
with Channing we say, that is the strongest
season why they should do so. Because it
shows the degradation of disfranchisement;
not only crippling all woman’s powers, nar-
rowing her outlook in every direction, but

d ing the State. If one-half the

are well fed, clothed and and all
our wants supplied. And yet in the full
enjoyment of all these blessings Sambo ran
off to Canada the next day.

But, said the immortal Channing, if you
could prove to me that the slaves were con-
tented in their degrading bondage I should
consider that the very sirongest reason for
their emancipation, If a human soul born
with the love of Justice, Liberty and Equal-
ity, can be happy in a condition in which
all affections are starved; all ﬁersonal pride,
dignity and self-respect withered; held in
complete subjection to the will of another;
if man made in the image of God can be so
transformed, it is the most unanswerable
impeachment of the system under which he
has lived; for it shows that every element
of manhood, every spark of the divine has
been wholly obliterated. But it was never
true, generations of bondage, centuries of
oppression, never could blot out the love of
freedom in the human soul

And ifit is true that the women of this
republic, whose fathers sent forth that grand
declaration, “All men- created free and
equal,” who gave us that masterpiece of
statesmanship, the National Constitution,
which Gladstone pronounced the most won-
derfui d that ever d from
the brain of man; whose fathers have given
us a government and religion, based on in-
dividual rights, individual conscience and
judgment, and maintained the republican
principle in two prolonged eventful wars;
if it is possible that the daughters of such
ancestors, with such a heritage, can be sat-
isfied in their present political status, in
which every principle of our government is
violated, this is the strongest reason for
their speedy enfranchisement.

Have the women of the present day so
far d d from their f hers,
who in the inauguration of the government
protested against the disfranchisement of
women and negroes? In both Massa-

people do not believe in republican institu-
tions, in_the right of self-government and
feel no interest or responsibility in public
affairs, indifference will gradually creep
over the other half. There are hundreds of
men to-day who never vote and take no
interest in political questions, 3
They do not believe in the first principles
of a republican government. Talk with
them on the suffrage question and you will
find the vast majority of men in the edu-
cated classes believe in restricted suffrage,
on a property or educational qualification,
They travel in the old world and come back
charmed with monarchical institutions, with
royalty and nobility, the humility, the defer-
ence and respect of the masses for their
superiors, This is the direct effect of im-
buing women with the idea that they hold
too exalted a position to exercise the suf-
frage. The only way we can get the Beaux
Brummels of our fashionable world to take
some interest in politics, to go to primary
meetings, political conventions and the poll-
ing booth, is to encourage fair ladies to go
with them. To this end we must urge the
grave and reverend members of the Consti-
tutional Convention to expunge the word
“male” from Article 2nd Section 1st of the
Constitution. If men believe what they say
that “women do not want to vote,” why bar
the privilege against them? We do not
fence the corn fields because we think the
cattle will not eat the corn, but because we
know they will. And the word “male” in
the Constitution, is a ding admissi
that men know women would vote if the
barriers were all down, no matter what they
say to the contrary, We are not left to
speculation on this goint, women have uni-
formly exercised the right of suffrage as
soon as it was granted them although the
men of their households said, “no lady
would go to the polls,” “all the good women

would stay away, I should be ashamed to




see you there.,” Women are too proud to
admit that they want what they think they
cannot get. They fear the ridicule of the
men of their households, of the press, the
disapproval of their clergyman who quotes
Bible against larger liberties for their sex.
They fear the sharp pens of literary women,
who know all the most vulnerable points of
their own sex and just where they can stab
most effectively, The cowardice and treach-
ery of this class has been the most pitiful
phase of our movement., The seeming in-
difference among women to their own eman-
cipation is philosophical. They have been
trained for centuries to obedience to the
powers that be, submission to established
usages. They have been taught that their
chief virtue is self-sacrifice, their chief duty
to deny themselves. Hence women to-
day are more interested in every reform
great and small, than in their own emanci-
pation. You can arouse more enthusiasm
among them in a charity ball, a church fair,
a yacht race or naval parade, a horse show,
than in a hearing before Congress or a State
Constitutional Convention that may decide
their political status for twenty years to
come. This one lesson of subjection and
self sacrifice has been taught by creeds,
codes, customs and constitutions all through
the centuries and no wonder that woman
has learned it so well. The most powerful
influence on the human' mind is through the
religious emotions, and all the leading re

ligions on the earth teach the subjection of
one sex and the domination of the other,
thus enfeebling the love of liberty on the
one side and stimulating the love of tyranny
on the other.

1f it were possible for woman torise above

4ER

her religious superstition of man’s h

criminais and Indians are on the same priv-
ileged platform. If you would fully appre-
ciate the timidity of women in asserting
themselves see what slaves they are to
fashions, In spite of their desire to dress
with good taste in a becoming manner; to
bring out their good points and veil their de-
fects, they hide the one and exaggerate the
other, The succession of styles in the
world of fashion, invented by the courtesans
of Paris, is as regular as the seasons and
one might as well resist the climatic effects
of spring, summer, autumn and winter, as
the fashions, that hold their votaries in abso-
lute bondage. It is all in vain that sensible
people invent a comfortable dress for wom-
en and urge its adoption with all the phy-
siological argument so potent to the most

casual observer, until some one can invent |

2 new type of woman, to be more readily
governed by reason than “custom”; “that
tyrant,” as Milton says, ‘‘who makes cow-
ards of us all.” Sedulously taught submis-
sion to existing conditions the ordinary wom-
an cannot resist long established usages,
and successfully combat the majority of
people, who believe that any change in-
volves the entire disruption of society. To
propose a new step in progress is to en-
counter bitter prejudice that knows no rea-
son; ridicule that stings like a wasp and to
which there is no answer, And yet change
isthe law and each new fashion illustrates it
and woman submits to it no matter how
comical or unbecoming. At one time her
garments are as tight as hcr skin and her
drapery so limp that she looks as if she had
been drawn through a knot hole and lost
her pocket in the process; left to carry

everything in her hands: purse, card case,

smelling bottle, um-

what encouragement can she find in the
State? None whatever, the laws and con-
stitutions teach the same lesson: Lord
Brougham in a burst of indignation declared
long ago, the laws on our statute books for
women are a disgrace to the christianity of
the 1gth century. Gentlemen, if women do
not want to vote, behold in_their indiffer-
ence to their most sacred rights, their lack
of self-respect, dignity and independence,
_your own handiwork. You have educated
them to be satisfied, while deprived of rights
you consider most sacred for every boy of
twenty-one and every foreigner landing on
our shores, who can neither read nor write
the English language. And the most insid-
ious influence you have exerted on woman,
has been in making her believe that she was
too good, too pure, too refined to take part

watch,
brella, and ballot if on the way to the polls,
Then gradually emerging from this com-
pression she begins to expand, until each
arm is larger than the main body, then
wings spring from her shoulders until the
receding head looks like that of the turtle
taking his constitutional walk in the sun-
shine on the seashore. Imagine a man with-
out a pocket; what would he care for his
political status until he could find a place
to put his purse, spectacles and handker-
chief and his hands too when embarassed.
If with all woman’s love of beauty, all the
pride she has in her appearance, she will
thus obey the behests of custom in regard
to dress, we need not be surprised that she
so readily sacrifices her political rights for
the same reasons. How vain to look for
any independent, he_roic action, any self-

in politics, that the science of gov

was beneath her consideration, Thus her
degradation in the laws and constitution is
made to appear as man’s highest tribute to
her exalted position. But in her conceit she
has never noticed that idiots, lunatics and

respect or tion from these helpless
crushed women, especially when the men
of their households wish them to adopt
every style fresh from Paris, Trained to
submission in the State, the church, in soci-
ety and the world of work, it would require

ithe strength of Sampson to rise above all
:such influences. Itis vain to talk to wom-
en of comfort and convenience, so long as
they believe that self-sacrifice is_their high-
est virtue, self-development a minor consid-
eration, But in spite of all these artificial
characteristics, the outgrowth of false and
unnatural conditions, in the depths of
‘her soul woman, too, loves liberty and in her
hours of solitude longs for emancipation
from the petty restrictions of her every day
life. The assertion that “women do not
want to vote” has no foundati in fact

ging.) Daily Post, writing from Wellington,
ew Zealand, gives an entertaining account
of the manner in which the women of that
colony made use of their newly-acquired
voting privileges. He says: “They regis-
tered in thousands, and throughout the
whole election campaign displayed a most
laudable desire to learn their new duties,
Afternoon meetings for women only, at
which the more social sides of politics were
dealt with, and the new electors instructed
how to use their votes, became part of every

didate's work, It is estimated that one-

nor philosophy. The right to vote is the
right to protect one’s person and property;
to govern one’s-self; to have a voice in the
Jlaws and rulers; to enjoy all the advantages
and opportunities of life of which one is
capable,

This is citizenship in a republic. The
qatural right to life, liberty and happiness.
‘Who seriously believes that woman is indif-
ferent to all these blessings. No, no, these
rights every intelligent woman desires. Like
the slaves, women will say before their
fathers, husbands, brothers and sons what
they think will please those who give them
food, clothes and shelter, or the lover who
gives them flowers, diamonds, drives in the
park, or a box at the opera, When all these

entlemen believe in woman’s rifht of sut-

rage, they will have no difficulty in pur-
suading women to go with them to the polls
‘to vote, Itis amusing to see how long men
will speculate on a point after facts have
settled it beyond a peradventure, Women
have taken part in government since the
first pair appeared on the 1plane(:, and voted
in one way and another all through the cen-
turies, ‘To go no farther back than our
-own day, women voted in New Jersey down
te 1807 In 1869 Municipal Suffrage was
granted in England to spinsters and widows
and the London Times said “as large a pro-

ortion of women voted, as men on the same
gasis." About the same time full suffrage
was granted to the women of Wyoming and
they have voted ever since, For a long
period the women of Utah exercised the
right to vote. In 1887 Municipal Suffrage
was granted to the women of Kansas and
they have exercised it ever since. School
suffrage has been extended to women in
half the States of the Union and on educa-
tional questions women vote, A bill giving
women the right to vote for_school commis-
sioners was passed in New York in 1892 and

h of women istered and voted,
not even deterred by opinions of Supreme
Court Judges that the bill was unconstitu-
tional, Many when challenged swore their
votes in and many were rejected. Women
‘have had full suffrage in the Isle of Man for
years and faithfully exercised it,

A d of the Birmingh

third of the total vote was cast by women,
and the number of defective ballots was
astouishingly small,”

In Colorado which has just enfranchised
women by a vote of 7,000 majority, the wom-
en will vote on all questions at the next
election, A large body of intelligent re-
spectable women, in New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Masschusetts, Rhode Island, Ohio
Indiana, nearly fifty years ago held con-
ventions in all these States and demanded
the right of suffrage, and have continued
to hold conventions and make this demand
ever since and many other States have fol-
lowed their example. Gentlemen did your
ever hear of a large association of people
contending half a century for a right they
they did not want?

We have had conventions in Washington
for a quarter of a century every year with
hearings before Committees of the House
and Senate and able reports by distinguished
members on our appeals. Did not those
clear-sighted statesmen know that we de-
sired the rights for which we argued? How
can any fair minded person in the face of
all these facts, continue to sing that old re-
frain “women do not wish to vote.”

How could intelligent women be so indif-
ferent to a privilege that the most ignorant
men appreciate so highly. Born of the same
parents, reared under the same flag, reading
the same national history, and arguments
for Justice, Liberty and Equality; singing
the same songs of freedom; worshipping the
same God who created man and woman in
his own image, simultaneously, and gave
them equal dominion over every living
thing, an equaltitle deed to this green earth;
how could the daughters of ﬁlis Repub-
lic with such education and experience dif-
fer so essentially from their brothers as to
abjure all the rights, privileges and immu-
niii(c?s that man holds most sacred for him-
sel

As we need the same atmosphere to
breathe, the same food to sustain life, so we
need the same liberty for our growth and
development: the same justice to ensure
our happiness.

In the history of the race there has been
no struggle for liberty like this. Whenever
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Tue NaTioNAL BULLETIN is to supply Woman Suf- |  This view has furnished the opponents
rage information and argument ata low price. | t5 woman’s emancipation their chiefargu-
Published monthly at the office of Turg WomaN’s Tri1- : %
TR R T e e ' ments for holding her in bondage, and
Subscription price 15 cents per annum; 10 cts, for 25 ‘ logically so, for if at all periods and in all
| latitudes and longitudes, woman had held
The Matriarchate or Mother-Age. | the same subordinate position, men would
wt}fffﬁg;{f,ﬁi;? ng()“f"]" beforc;the Nationa) Gouggilof 1 naturally infer that what we choose to call
Without going into any of the fine calcu- \ Providence, for wise purposes, had made
tions of historians, as to the centuries of | woman the slave of man. The worst
human growth, I would simply state that | feature of these assumptionsis,that women
some agree on about 85,000 years. They | themselves believe them, and feel that to
assign 60,000 to savagery,20,000 to barbar- | strive for their own emancipation is simply
ism, and 5,000 to civilization. anattemptatthe impossible. Fortunately
For my present purpose, these facts are | historical research has at last proved the
only interesting to show for how long a | fallacy of these assumptions, and all the
period, in proportion, women reigned | arguments that grow out of them. Man-
supreme; the arbiters of their own des- kind may be traced by a chain of necessary
tiny, the protectors of their children, the |inferences, back to a time when ignorant
acknowledged builders of all there was |of fire, without articulate language, with-
of home life, religion, and later, from |out artificial weapons, they depended like
time to time, of government. | the wild animals upon the spontaneous
All along from the beginning until the | fruits of the earth.
16th century, when Luther eliminated the| Through all this period woman was left
feminine element wholly from the Protes- | to protect herself and forage for her child-
tant religion and brought the full power | ren. Morgan, in his ‘‘ Ancient Society,”’
of the church to enforce woman'’s complete | gives many remarkable examples of the
subjection,we find traces of the matriarch- | superior position of women among differ-
ate. Karl Pearson, in aseries of deeply | ent tribes in the latter part of the period
interesting essays gives us the result Of‘j of barbarism. Among the greater number
his researches into the works of modern { of the American aborigines the descent of
historians, and the startling facts they}property and children were in the female
unearth, from what to most of us is the|line. Women sat in the councils of war
dead,unknown, eternal past, shadowed in and peace and their opinions had equal
mystery. The publication of ‘“Das Mut- | weight on all questions. Among the
terecht,”” by Bachofen in 1861, of Morgan’s | Winnebagoes that occupied the territory
‘¢ Ancient Society,” in 1877, of Wilkeson’s ' now known as Wisconsin, a woman was
‘“ Ancient Egypt,” in 1836, with other les- at the head of the nation. The same was
ser lights pursuing the same trend of in-|true among the early tribes or gens in the
vestigation, all show the leading, inde-| Eastern Hemisphere. In the councils of
pendent position women held for ages. | the Iroquois gens every adult male or
What is often said, and repeated from female member had a voice upon all
time to time and never contradicted, is | questions brought before it. It elected
accepted as truth. Thus the assertion ; and deposed its sachem and Chief; it
that women have always been physically | elected Keepers of the Faith, it condoned
inferior to men, and consequently have | Or avenged the murder of a gentilis, and it

always been held in a subject condition, | 2dopted persons into the gens.

has been universally believed. | At the epoch of European discovery,




the American Indian tribes generally were
organized into gentes, with descent in
the female line. Before paterfamilias was
known, the family was nowhere considered
a unit around which society centered.
Nothing whatever was based on the family
in any of its forms; because it was inca-
pable of entering a gens as a whole. The
gens was homogeneous and to a great ex-
tent permanent in duration, and as such
the natural basis of a social system. A
family of the monogamic type might have

individualized and become powerful in |

society at large, but the gens did not and
could notrecognize the family as aninteger
of itself.

This is equally true of the modern fam- |

ily and political society. Although indi-
vidualized by property rights and privi-
leges, and recognized as a legal entity by

statutory enactments, the family is not the |
The State |

unit of the political system.

recognizes the counties of which it is com- |

posed, the county its townships, but the
townships take no note of the family.

its tribes ; the tribes its phratries; and the |

phratries its gentes, but the gens took no
note of the family.

Thus Morgan flatly contradicts modern
historians who assert that the social sys-
tem of the early Greeks ‘‘was the home,
the hearth, or family.”” Like our modern
opponents, they cling to the idea of ‘“the

family unit’’ because on that is based the |

absolute power of the father over the
property, children, and the civil and polit-
ical rights of wives. Itis worthy of note

that our barbarian ancestors seem to have |

had a higher idea of justice to woman than
American men in the 19th century, pro-
fessing to believe, as they do, inour repub-
lican principles of government.

During these early periods the property |
of woman was in her own line and gens, |
and man’s property was in his own line |

and gens.
Pueblo of Oraybe shows that the husband
acquires no rights over the property of
the wife, or over the children of the mar-
riage. A Zunian married an Oraybe
woman, and had by her three children.
He resided with them at Oraybe until his

So |
in the early periods the Nation recognized |

The following case at the|

wife died, when the relatives of the de-
ceased wife took possession of her children
and her household property; leaving to
him his clothing, horse and weapons. As
was the custom he returned to his own
people at Zuni. A similar case oc-
curred at another of the Moqui Pueblos.
A woman died, leaving property, children,
and husband. The deceased wife’s rela-
tives took the property and children, and
all the husband was allowed to take was
his own clothing, with the privilege of
going whithersoever he desired. From
‘these cases, it appears the children be-
'longed to the mother, not to the father,
' and that he was not allowed to take them
even after the mother’s death. Such, also,
' was the usage among the Iroquois and
| other Northern tribes, and among the vil-
lage Indians of Mexico.

The growth of the idea of property, and
| the rise of monogamy, which in a measure
assured the paternity of children, formed
| motives sufficiently powerful to bring chil-
dren into the gens of their father and a
| participation in the inheritance of his
estate. But this invasion of the mother’s
' rights was a slow process and for long
| periods resisted.

Mr. Morgan shows, too, that the early
tribes in Greece, like the American abor-
igines, were essentially democratic in their
government. Historians, accustomed to
| monarchical governments,would naturally
interpret words and actions in harmony
with their ideas. Thus Mr. Grote has a
memorable dictum of Ulysses in the Iliad
to prove that the Greeks had a one-man
| government: ‘‘The rule of many is not a
| good thing; let us have one ruler only—one
king—him to whom Zeus have given the
sceptre with the tutelary sanctions.”’ But
this saying has no significance, as applied
to government. Ulysses, from whose ad-
dress the quotation is taken, was speaking
| of the command of an army before a be-
sieged city. There was no occasion for

| Ulysses to discuss or indorse any plan of
: government; but he had sufficient reason
| for advocating obedience to a single com-
1 mander of the army before a besieged
j city. ; :
| As thus we have seen that Grote, in his

==y




=

3

history of Greece, writing from his own
true inwardness, mistook the spirit of the
times of which he wrote, it behooves us
women to question all historians, sacred
and profane,who teach by examples or pre-
cepts any philosophy that lowers the

.status of the mothers of the race, or favors

the one-man power in government.

As far back into the shadowy past as
human thought has penetrated, and been
able by a process of reason to substan-
tiate the facts of primeval life, we behold
woman in all her native dignity, self-poised
and self-supporting, her own head and
hands her guidance and protection. The
instincts of motherhood gave her the first
thought of privacy and seclusion, and led
her to make a home for herself and chil-
dren in the caves of the earth, safe from
the wild beasts of the forests, and the wily
hunter, who lived on uncooked food and
slept on the ground, wherever night found
him. Wohile his rude activities developed
but few of his faculties the woman, in
solitude, was learning the great lessons of
life. A new birth! Whata mystery for
her to ponder! What love and tender-
ness helpless infancy calls out; what in-
telligence and activity its necessities com-
pel; what forethought and responsibility
in providing for herself and children it
involves. Sex relations being transitory
and promiscuous, the idea of fatherhood
was unknown. As men naturally have no
sense of paternal responsibility, no one
knew nor cared about the father of a child.
To know one’s mother was deemed all-
sufficient for a legitimate name and an

abiding place.
The period of woman’s supremacy lasted

through many centuries—undisputed, ac-
cepted as natural and proper wherever it
existed, and was called the matriarchate,
or mother-age. It was plainly traceable
among the Aryans, the Germans, the
Persians, and indications of it are still
seen among uncivilized tribes and nations.

Careful historians now show that the
greatest civilizing power all along the
pathway of natural development has been
found in the wisdom and tender senti-
ments growing out of motherhood. For

the protection of herself and her children
woman made the first home in the caves
of the earth; then huts with trees in the
sunshine. She made the first attempts at
agriculture ; raised grain, fruits, and herbs
which she learned to use in sickness. She
was her own physician; all that was
known of the medical art was in her
hands. She domesticated the cow and
the goat, and from the necessities of her
children learned the use of milk. The
women cultivated the arts of peace, and
the sentiments of kinship, and all there
was of human love and home life. The
necessities of motherhood were the real
source of all the earliest attempts at civil-

ization.
Thus, instead of being a ‘‘ disability,”’

as unthinking writers are pleased to call
it, maternity has been the all-inspiring
motive or force thatimpelled the first steps
towards a stable home and family life.
Clearly the birth of civilization must be
sought inthe attempt of woman at self-
preservation during the period of preg-
nancy and lactation.

What man achieved at that period was
due to the contest for food with his fellows
and the wild beasts. He simply invented
and improved weapons of warfare; but
the woman, handicapped as she appeared
to be by child-bearing, became on this
very account the main factor in human
progress. The man’s contributions at this
early period are nothing as compared to
woman’s. Her varied responsibilities as
mother, bread-winner, protector, de-
fender of a group of helpless children,
raised her to intellectual and inventive
supremacy and made her the teacher and

ruler of man.

‘““ Perhaps more interesting for us to-day
is the actual existence of the matriarchate
in the north of Africa among the Touaregs.
“The matrix dyes the child’ is one of
their proverbs. The child belongs to the
mother and not to the father; it is the
blood of the mother, and not that of the
father, which confers on the child the rank
he is to take. Formerly, when there was

a question of territorial distribution, the
lands granted to each family were in-
scribed in the name of the mother. The
Berber law gives to women the adminis-
tration of their property; at Rhat, they
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alone dispose of houses, gardens—in a
word, of all the landed property in the
country. Among the Touaregs, not only
is woman held as the equal of man, but
she enjoys a preferable condition. she
disposes of her hand, and in the conjugal
community she administers her own for-
tune, without being forced to contribute
to the expenses of the household. Thus
it happens, that as productions accumu-
late, the greater part of the wealth is in
the hands of the women.

“The Targui (which is the adjective for
Touareg) woman is monogamous ; she has
imposed ‘monogamy on her husband, al-
though the Mussulman law permits him
several wives. Sheis independent in re-
gard to her husband, whom she can re-
pudiate on the slightest pretext : she comes
and goes freely. These social customs
have produced extraordinary develop-
ments in the Targui woman. Her intelli-
gence and her initiative spirit are aston-
ishing in the midst ofa Mussulman society.
She excels in bodily exercises; on the
back of a dromedary she travels a hundred
kilometers to attend a soiree; she com-
petes in races with the boldest cavalier of
the desert. She is distinguished by intel-
lectual culture; the ladies of the tribe of
Ymanan are celebrated for their beauty
and their musical talent ; when they give
concerts the men come eagerly from  the
most distant parts, adorned like male
ostriches. The women of the Berber
tribes sing every evening to the accom-
paniment of their violin; they improvise;
in the open desert they revive the cowurs
d’amour of Provence. The Touaregs are
the descendants of the Lybians spoken of
by Herodotus. This historian tells us that
‘in the valley of the Nile the women go
to market and traffic, whilst the men, shut
up in houses, weave the linen. The male
children are not compelled by law to
maintain their parents; this charge is in-
cumbent by law upon the daughters.’

The imposition of such a duty on the|

daughters sufficed to establish the rule
thatthe wealth of the family should belong
to the women, and wherever the woman
possesses this economic position, she is
not under the guardianship of her hus-
band, but is the head of the family.”

The Rev. Samuel Gorman, a missionary
among the Taguna Pueblo Indians, re-
marks in an address before the Historical
Society of New Mexico that ‘‘ the right of
property belongs to the female part of the
family, and descends in that line from
mother to daughter. Their land is held
in common, as the property of the com-
munity, but after a person cultivates a lot
he has personal claim to it, which he can
sell to one of the community. * * Their

women generally have control of the
granary, and they are more provident than
their Spanish neighbors about the future.
Ordinarily they try to have a year’s pro-
vision on hand. It is only when two years
of scarcity succeed each other that Pueblos,
as a community, suffer hunger.”’

Of the Senecas of North America, the
Rev. Arthur Wright wrote in 1873: ‘“‘As
to their family system, whén occupying the
old long-houses, it is probable that some
one clan predominated, the women taking
in husbands, however, from other clans.
Usually, the females ruled the house. The
stores were in common ; but woe to the
luckless husband or lover who was too
shiftless to do his share of the providing.
No matter how many children, or what-
ever goods he might have in the house, he
might at any time be ordered to pick up
his blanket and budge ; and after such an
order it would not be healthful for him to
attempt to disobey. The house would be
too hot for him ; and unless saved by the
intercession of some aunt or grandmother
he must retreat to his own clan, or go and
start a new matrimonial alliance in some
other. The women were the great power
among the clan, as everywhere else. They
did not hesitate, when occasion required,
‘to knock off the horns,” as it was tech-
nically called, from the head of a chief
and send him back to the ranks of the
warriors. The original nomination of the
chiefsalso always rested with the women.”’

¢ The account we find given by the
Portuguese navigators of the Nairs, a
people inhabiting the coast of Malabar in
the fifteenth century, is another proof of
the superior condition of women under
previous family systems. The Nairs were
then in a state of actual civilization ; they
had a marine and well organized army;
their towns were wealthy and the inhab-
itants courteous in manners. Butthe pre-
vious notions of the European visitors
were strangely upset by what they saw of
the social position of the women. There
were large families, we are told, consist-
ing of several hundred members bearing
the same name. The real estate belonged
in common to all members of the gens;
the most complete equality reigned among
them. The husband, instead of living
with his wife and his children, lived with
his brothers and sisters in the maternal
house; when he left it, he was always ac-
companied by his favorite sister; at his
death his personal property did not go to
his children, but was distributed between
the children of his sisters. The mother,

or in case of her death, her eldest daugh-
ter, was the head of the family; her eldest
brother, named the foster father, managed
the estate; the husband was a guest; he

" —



——il

i J

" —

only entered the house on fixed days, and
did not sit at table with his wife and chil-
dren. ‘The Nairs,’ says Barbosa, ‘ have
an extraordinary respect for their mother;
it is from her they receive wealth and
honors; they honor equally their eldest
sister, who 1s to succeed the mother and
take the management of the family. The
children belong to the mother, and she
takes their support on herself.” The Nair
family system was maintained among the
Malabar peoples till the invasion of Hyder
Ali in 1766.%”’

Strabo says of the primitive people of
Spain: ‘“That they suffered a most foolish
governance by women; that the women
possessed the property, and it passed
from mother to daughter; that the latter
gave away their brothers in marriage; that
the men took a dowry with them into the
houses of their wives; that the women
performed all the agricultural work, and
were as hardy as men.”

The women at a later period were not
only the rulers of the home, but they were
priestesses; the deities were in a great
part goddesses. All there was of learning
and tradition was in the hands of the
women, and folk custom long recognized
their superiority to men.

The woman being the source of tradi-
tional religion, the care of the gods was
essentially hers. About the hearth arose
the first conceptions of the altar and sanc-
tuary and the immortality of the soul.
She was essentially the wise, and wrote
with her staff in the ashes, the will of the
gods. Her pots and kettles re-appear in
every witch trial in the middle ages.
The safety of mother and child, in the
solitudes of the vast primeval forests, was
due in no small measure, to the supersti-
tion that woman was in communion with
the gods, who would avenge her wrongs.
Her spirit is supposed to linger around
the hearth after death] and to-day the
solitary student sitting over the fire, or
the peasant when his family are out, will
tell you they have been alone at the hearth
with their mother soul. As woman forms
the religion and tradition of this period,
the goddesses, not gods,are the more nu-
merous and most worshipped. The oldest,
the wisest, the most mysteriously power-
ful, of the Teutonic deities are female.

Jacob Grimm said of the German god-
desses years before modern investigations
had brought the mother-age to light:

“In the case of the gods, the previous
investigation could reach its goal by con-
sidering ‘them separately. It seems
advisable however to consider the god-
desses collectively, as well as individually
because a common idea lies at the basis
of them all, and will thus be more clearly
marked. They are conceived of pecu-
liarly as divine mother, (gottermuther)
travelling about and wvisiting mortals.
From them mankind has learned the bus-
iness and the arts of housekeeping, agri-
culture, cattle raising, spinning, weaving,
sowing, reaping, as well as watching
the hearth. These labors bring peace
and rest to the land and the mem-
ory of them remains firmer in pleasing
traditions, than war and' fighting, which
like women, the majority of the goddesses
shun.”* Karl Pearson says: ‘‘a truer al-
though unconscious tribute to the civil-
izing work of women, can hardly be
imagined. If weadd tothe arts mentioned
by Grimm, the art of healing,the elements
of religious faith as a tradition, and the
runic art of writing, we have a slight pic-
ture of what woman accomplished in the
centuries which intervened between the
promiscuous period, and the complete
establishment of the father-age.”

With such personal independence and
superiority, such authority in the national
councils, in religious faith, and at the
fireside, with the absolute control of her
own home, property and children, how .
did it come to pass that the mother was
at last dethroned and womanhood de-
graded in every nation on the globe.

The mother’s labors had from an early
period been re-enforced by those of her
sons—whose tastes led them to agricul-
ture, and the herding of cattle, to domes-
tic life rather than that of the wandering
nomad existence of the wily hunter, but
this class was proportionally small. How- -
ever in process of time as the home with
its increasing comforts and attractions,
fire, cooked food, and woman’s tender
care in old age sickness, and death, the
innocent prattle of children, the mother’s
songs and stories, her religious faith and
services, all appealed to the better feel-
ings of the wily hunter also, and men
began to think when weary of the battle
and the chase, that they would like a
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permanent foothold in some family group

beside the one into which they were born. |

A soon as monoganic marriage appeared ‘\
with property and descent in the male
line, and men found themselves comfor-
tably ensconced in a home of their own,
they began little by little to make theim
aggressions,and in time completely domi-
nated woman, leaving her no remnant of
authority anywhere, neither in the home,
nor at the altar, nor in the councils of the
nation.

Having no paternal instinct, no natural
love for children, the devices of men to
establish the rights of paternity were as
varied as ridiculous. It was the custom
at one time when the mother gave birth
to a child, for the acknowledged father o
take to his bed to pretend that he had
shared in the perils of labor, and thus
prove his identity, while the wife waited
on him, for the women, accustomed to
agricultural work, were so hardened by
it that they did not suffer in child birth.

“On this point Karl Pearson tells us,
the transition from the mother to the
father-age was marked by the appearance
of women of gigantic stature. The old
legends of contests between men and
women for supremacy are not such idle
fancies as some would have us believe.
Very dark shadows indeed do such figures
as those of Ildico, Fredegunde and Brun-
hilde cast across the pages of history.
Such women were only paralelled by the
Clytemnestra and Medea of a like phase
in Greek development. Among the
Germans, too, the poets represent
the contest between men and women
for the mastery. Wuodan replaces
Hellja; Siegfried conquers Brunhilde;
Beovulf, the offspring of Grindel and
Thor, fights with Gialp and Griep,
the daughters of Geirrod. One great
element of physical and mental vigour is
freedom, which women have never en-
joyed except under the Matriarchate.

The Amazons, the present body guard
of the King of Dahomey, the astounding
powers of endurance exhibited by domes-
tic servants and the peasant girls of south-
ern Germany and Italy, the fish women at
Boulogne, all point to the great strength
when once the physique has been devel-

oped.
The victory of man over woman was not

easily accomplished. It took long cen-

turies to fully confirm it, and traces of the
mother age remain throughout the Medi-
aval times. The permanency of sex rela-
tions among the agriculturists and the
necessity for organization in matters of
defence, which must be entrusted mainly
to men, were the beginnings of the father

age.
For though women had been compelled

to fight for their own protection, and were
abundantly able to maintain the contest,
yet wars for territory and conquests over
other tribes and nations, were opposed by
all the tenderest sentiments of their nature.
Hence they naturally of their own accord
would withdraw from the councils of war,
and the battle field, but as angels of mercy
to minister to the wounded and the dying.
Thus man became ruler, tribal organizer,
tribal father, before his position of sexual
father was recognized. While the mother
still ruled the house, ¢ the Alvater’’ ruled
the fight, though ofttimes guided by the
woman.

Driven from the commanding position
of home mother, and deprived of her
rights to property and children, the last
fortress of the Teutonic woman was her
sacerdotal privileges. She remained holy
as priestess. She had charge of the tribal
sacrifice and the tribal religion.

From this last refuge she was driven by
the introduction of the Christian religion
with its narrow Pauline doctrine, which
made woman mentally and physically the
inferior of man, and lawfully in subjection

to him. :
The spirit of the church in its contempt

for woman, as shown in the scriptures, in
Paul’s epistles and the Pentateuch, the
hatred of the fathers, manifested in their
ecclesiastical canons, and in the doctrines
of asceticism, celibacy and witchcraft, de-
stroyed man’s respect for woman and
legalized the burning, drowning and tor-
turing of women by the thousandf.
Women and their duties became objects
of hatred to the Christian missionaries
and of alternate scorn and fear to pious
ascetics and monks. The priestess mother
became something impure, associated

with the devil, and her lore an infernal in-
cantation, her very cooking a brewing
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of poison, nay her very existence a source
of sin to man. Thus woman, as mother
and priestess, became woman as witch.
The witch trials of the middle ages,
wherein thousands of women were con-
demned to the stake, were the very real
traces of the contest between man and
woman. Christianity putting the religious
weapon into man’s hand made his con-
quest complete. But woman did not yield
without prolonged resistance and a cour-
ageous final struggle. Driven from the
home, an outlaw and wanderer every-
where, ostracised by the State, condemned
by the courts, crucified by the church, the
supreme power of the mother of the race
was conquered only by the angel of death,

and the dark ages tolled her funeral knell.

It was this wholesale,violent suppression
of the feminine element, in the effort to
establish the Patriarchate, that,more than
any other one cause, produced the dark

ages.}

Morgan, in his ‘‘ Ancient Society,’’ at-
tributes the premature destruction of
ethnic life, in the societies of Greece, and
Rome, to their failure to develop and
utilize the mental and moral conservative
forces of the female intellect, which were
not less essential than those of men, to
their progress.

In closing, I would say that every woman
present must have a new sense of dignity

and self respect, feeling that our
mothers, during some periods in the
long past, have been the ruling
power and that they used that

power for the best interests of humanity.
As history is said to repeat itself, we have
every reason to believe that our turn will
come again, it may not be for woman’s
supremacy, but for, the as yet untried ex-
periment of complete equality, when the
united thought of man and woman will
inaugurate a just government, a pure re-
ligion, a happy home, a civilization at last
in which ignorance, poverty and crime
will exist no more. Those who watch
already behold the dawn of the new day.

“ Night wanes—-the vapor round the mountains curled,
Melts into morn, and light awakes the world.

Mighty Nature bounds as from her birth;

The sun is in the heavens, and life on earth:

Flowers in the valley, splendor in the beam,

Health on the gale, and freshness in the stream.””

Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

#Deutsche Mythology.

+See Lecky’s History of Rationalism, Chapter I.

tFor the details of woman's persecutions during cen
turies down to our own times see History of Woman
Suffrage, Vol. 1, Chap. 15, by Matilda Joslyn Gage.

VoluntaryfMotherhood.

[Address of Mrs. Stanton-Blatch before the National
Council of Women, February, 1891.]

“The truth is we are in the midst of such terrible errors
on the subject of woman and her veritable rights that it is
frightful to think of’’'— Zo/lstot’s ““ Kreutzer Sonata.”’

The difficulty of approaching the subject
of the relation of the sexes is tenfold,
if the perogatives of the dominant sex are
challenged. Tt is because of its attack
upon men, that Tolstoi’s Kreutzer Sonata
has raised so much opposition. To decry
this last publication of the Russian novel-
ist asimmoral is merely a little dust-throw-
ing to blind women to the truths in the
book, and it is to be hoped that neither
this abuse, nor the author’s own religious
beliefs and eastern philosophy will ob-
scure for his readers the gospel set forth.
True, Tolstoiis extreme; but humanity
has been so misguided by the average
man’s thought, or rather passion, that it
is scarcelyfground for wonder that a sen-
sitive thinker should regard as an ideal,
entire continence.

Tolstoi aims to reach a solution of life
for men; as to the feelings of women, he
admits he is not informed. In this object
he resembles most writers who deal with
the relation of the sexes; for all look at
this matter from the man’s point of view,
and seldom if ever from the side of the
rights and duties of the mother, and the
interests of the child. These weighty
considerations are buffeted about accord-
ing to the opinions upon other subjects
held by the persons handling them. The
political economist of the Mill school tells
the working-man that his trouble does
not come from unequal distribution of
wealth, but his large family.* The labor
market is overstocked and poverty re-
sults. The Malthusian, while foretelling
terrible consequences if human increase is
not limited, advocates various artificial
checks, not te human license, but to race
productivity. Many a socialist denies all
these forebodings, and proclaims that

even England now ‘‘has too small a pop-
ulation for a really high civilization.”’t
Now these contradictory theories resem-
ble one another in one particular; those
who propound them

think that eco-




nomic considerations should alone settle
this matter of population. In contrast to
this, the man’s commercial view of race
production, stands the woman’s intuition
backed by reason. She asks flrst, will
the child be welcome? second, what will
be its inheritance of physical, mental, and
moral character? third, can the child be
provided for in life ? Every conscientious
mother replies to the socialist, to the
Malthusian—that satisfactory answers
must be given to the woman’s first and
second demand, and that with satisfac-
tory answers to those questions the third
consideration may safely be left to take
care of itself.

In animal life, as soon as we get con-
scious motherhood, the strides in evolu-
tion become greater and more rapid.
Below the birds ‘‘the animal takes care
of himself as soon as he begins to live.
He has nothing to learn, and his career is
a simple repetition of the careers of count-
less ancestors.”’”f Among higher birds and
mammals a great change takes place, the
life of the creature becomes so varied and
complex that habits cannot be fully organ-
ized in the nervous system before birth.
The antenatal period is too short to allow
of such development. So we get a period
of infancy, a time of plasticity, of teach-
ableness. Of this time Fiske truly says,
‘“‘the first appearance of infancy in the

animal world heralded the new era which |

was to be crowned by the development
of man.”’§ From this point in evolution
the period of infancy lengthens, indeed
this is the condition of progress. To
reach a higher stage of development a
longer time must be given to immaturity
or growth, and that period will be one of
greater or less dependence according as
the adult being is of higher or lower
species. What chiefly distinguishes the

human being from the lower animals is |

the increase i the former of cerebral
surface and organization,and the necessary
accompaniment of this development, a
lengthened period of infancy.

Now this increased time of immaturity
is a direct tax upon the mother in any
species ; so to her is due each step in evo-
lution. Men talk of the sacredness of

motherhood, but judging from their acts
it is the last thing that is held sacred in
the human species. Poets sing and phil-
osophers reason about the holiness of the
mother’s sphere but men in laws and
customs have degraded the woman in her
maternity. Motherhood is sacred—thatis,
voluntary motherhood; but the woman
who bears unwelcome children is outrag-
ing every duty she owes the race. The
mothers of the human species should turn
to the animals, and from the busy care-
takers, who are below them in most

things, learn the simple truths of procrea-

tion. Let women but understand the part
unenforced maternity has played in the
evolution of animal life, and their reason
will guide them to the true path of race
development. Let them note that natural
selection has carefully fostered the mater-
nal instinct. The offspring of the fondest
females in each animal species having of
course the most secure and prolonged in-
fancy, are ‘‘naturally selected’ to con-
tinue their kind. The female offspring
gains by inheritance in philo-progenitive-
ness, and thus is built up the instinct which
prepares the females of a higher species
for a more developed altruism. Through
countless ages mother-love has been
evolved and been working out its mission;
surely women should recognize the mean-
ing of the instinct, and should refuse to
prostitute their creative powers, and so
jeopardize the progress of the human
race. Upon the mothers must rest in the
last instance the development of any
species.

In this work, women need not hope for
help from men. The sense of obligation
to offspring, men possess but feebly;
there has not been developed by animal
evolution an instinct of paternity. They
are, not disinherited fathers; they are
simply unevolved parents. There is no

' ground for wonder that this is so ; for in

but a few species among the lower animals
is even a suggestion of paternal instinct
found. The male bird often occupies it-
self with the hatching and feeding of the

brood; and the lion is a pattern father,

but usually we find no hint of paternal in-
stinct in the male, and sometimes antag-
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onism towards the young of the species.
Evidently nature tried her hand on pater-
nity, it did not fulfil the hopes she had of
it, and she turned a cold shoulder upon its
development. The paternal instinct is
not a factor in evolution.

If then the law of natural selection is of
weight, we should expect to find very little
if any instinct of paternity in the male of
the human species. Not only by such a
priori reasoning is this conclusion reached,
but a posteriori reasoning emphasises the
same truth. Men like to accumulate, and
hand down their accumulations with their
name. This is a method of securing some
sort of immortality ; and gives rise to the
neglect of illegitimate children, the pref-
erence of male to female offspring, the law
of primogeniture, and the selection in case
of male heirs failing, of some distant rela-
tion to inherit the property provided he
will adopt the name of his benefactor.
The masculine tendencies which have
crystallized themselves in these customs
bear no resemblance to paternal love. A
woman does not discriminate between her
legitimate and illegitimate child ; and had
mothers been instrumental in making
legal codes there would not have been a
law of entail. But perhaps the strongest
proof of the feebleness of philoprogeni-
tiveness in men, is the existence of their
system of prostitution, with the accom-
panying thoughtlessness in which parent-
hood is risked, and the indifference with
which rich fathers leave their children to
a life of hardship, if not of crime. *When
Henry Ward Beecher made his famous as-
sertion,in the presidential campaign of ’88,
that if all the men who, like Grover Cleve-
land, had carried on illicit relations with
women, voted for him, the Democratic
candidate would sweep New York by an
overwhelming majority, his words called
forth no resentment. But does not sucha
statement, if it be a fact, imply a more
vital truth ? It means that but a handful
of men could solemnly swear thatthey are
certain no child of theirs is rotting out its
life in some tenement or gutter. Could
there be a more unanswerable argument
against the existence of paternal feeling
than the brief statement, that of the

seventy thousand illegitimate children
born each year in France, only five thous-
and are acknowledged by the fathers.
And our very attitude towards men of the
type of the other sixty-five thousand,shows
that we do not expect strong paternal feel-
ing in men. No one feels that George
Eliot drew an abnormal creature in God-
frey Cass. When he fails to acknowledge
his child and leaves it with the despised
weaver, the author does not describe his
conduct as that ofa brutal man. Again, no
thoughful person could fail to be struck
in reading Darwin’s Life and Letters, by
the fact that the greatest student of hered-
ity of our time, though himself the victim
of an incurable and hereditary disease,
never questioned his right to become the
father of many children. And yet he was
fully aware of the probability of ill health
for his offspring ; for in letters to friends
he pours out his fears: * My dread is
hereditary ill health. Ewven death is better
Sfor them.”’ | TIs it only a woman’s logic
that would lead to the opposite conclusion:
Better had they never been born? NOw no
one could say that Darwin was a bad man;
on the contrary, if report speaks truly we
may look upon him as exceptionally good.
The conclusion then forces itself upon us
that even the best of men are lacking in
that nice conscience which recognizes the
sacredness of life and the responsibility of
its creation. But humanity would suffer
the minimum of evil from this cause, were
not laws based upon the extraordinary as-
sumption that ‘‘by the law of nature and
the law of God,” 9 the father is the sole
guardian of the child, and the suicidal
custom followed of giving the power of
legislation and the social dominance, in
all sex matters, into the hands of that half
the race, which is unfitted by nature for
any just comprehension of these questions.

Ever since the patriarchate was estab-
lished there has been a tendency to cramp
the mother in her maternal rights; so we
see no race improvement comparable with
our advance in material science. Those
who could improve humanity have been
hindered by those who prefer to improve
steam engines. The sex which has been

laboriously evolved by nature for the ardu-
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ous work of race-building is handicapped;
so more and more the best women turn
from the work of motherhood and join
the ranks of competitive labor, or seek in
society and politics a field for the free‘
play of their ambitions. And now certain |
of our thinkers forebode evil for a people
whose women turn from the home'to the
frivolities of fashion and the excitement
of the political arena. Their forebodings
are not without foundation; but the remedy
does not lie in depriving women of public
freedom, but in according them absolute
domestic liberty. The world must act, as
well as talk, as if motherhood were im-
portant and sacred, before women will
give full allegiance to that office. But so
to act requires a complete right-about-
face.

Frances Galton says: ‘It seems to me |

most essential to the well-being of future
generations that the average standard of|
ability of the present time should be|
raised. Weare in crying want of a greater |
fund of ability in all stations of life; for |
neither the classes of statesmen, philoso- |
phers, artisans, nor laborers are up to the
modern complexity of their several pro-
fessions. Our race is over-weighted, and
appears likely to be dragged into degen- |
eracy by demands that exceed its pow—%
ers.”’”* The need is that the race be lifted |
up. But how is a species raised? Always 1
by lengthening the period of infancy. And ‘

X |
at whose expense must this be done? At|

|
[
|
|
|
|

for girls. It indicates, too, how low an
opinion we have of motherhood; that
when a woman does receive superior train-
ing it is considered lost, unless she enters
upon a competitive career. In a recent
speech before a girls’ school, Mr. Glad-
stone, commenting on the success women
had achieved in education, said that as a
result places of work would have to be
thrown open to themj; that ‘‘of course
they could not be given the training, and
then be debarred from the use of that
training.”’ But surely, is it not equally a
matter of course that even if women were
debarred from public life, they would not
be debagred a very important use for all
the knowledge of the universe in their
sphere of race-builders? The fact is, few
women and fewer men regard maternity
in its true light ; traced down to finalities,
the birth of most human beings is a sexual
accident. Of course, the person playing
the chief role in this game of haphazard
is neither self-respecting nor respected .
for a matter of chance is never held as
holy, however much poets and philoso-
phers, popes and bishops may declare the
reverse.

A third condition of race progress is
that women should divide with no other
person authority over the child. When
the work of race-building is left wholly to
women, we may look for better results;
for then the ambition of the best mothers
will find a congenial field for action in

the mother’s; more and more of her|their so-called ‘““sphere.” As the human
thought, more and more of her time must | being is always of more real value than
be given to the period of immaturity in|the work; so to rear an astronomer is per-
her offspring ; later and later should the|chance a higher labor than to discover a
child be brought into contact with thecomet. Who would not rather know the
practical demands of life. This work re-|work of old Frau Goethe, viz., Goethe
quires as its first condition voluntary ma- | himself—than the child of his brain—
ternity; for the unwelcome child is mentally | Faust ? If nature has intended women
and physically below the average; and it ‘ for a special career, the way to defeat the
is a direct drag upon the mother in the|object is to limit their responsibility and
efficient performance of already assumed | authority so completely that they turn to

maternal duties. The evolution of human- | freer fields of work. May the time come
ity and enforced maternity are antag- when women, fully educated, will be left
| free to use their creative powers as alever
A second condition of race-improvement | for raising humanity to a nobler type.

The first steps towards making mater-
| nity voluntary, is to secure for all women
| financial independence.

onistic.

is a broader education for women. It is]|
amazing that the nineteenth century holds

that any sort of education is good enough There are those
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who think this can be done by women en-
tering the world of competitive work.
Now there is no doubt that the female of
the human race could win her way, if free
of artificial hindrances. The female among
the lower animals supports herselfand her
offspring, she is competent both as bread
winner and mother. Under present sex
relations women have been enfeebled in
two ways; they have lost the mental train-
ing gained in bread-winning, and have
been physically depleted by playing the
double role of mother and mistress. But
undoubtedly in freedom women could
again be self supporting and efficient
mothers, just as they were in the time of
the matriarchate ; but we may well doubt
whether in our dire need for the elevation
of our species, it would be economy to
make the mothers of the race enter the
field of competition to gain their bread
and cheese. However, if the choice lies
between this and the financial dependence
of one woman upon one man, then every
well wisher to the race must say, let the
woman be self-supporting. Bnt educated
thought upon this subject will desire to
make better terms with women, and the
latter will finally make better terms with
civilization. ~ Undoubtedly the tendency
at present is to seek independence by un-
dertaking competitive work, rather than
to demand that work done in the home
shall be recognized and command money
return. Just where thistendencyis to lead
is not plain; butif with self-support should
come an increasing neglect of maternal
duties, the result will be race decadence;
but if self-support leads women to the con-
ditions in some co-operative form, of life
in the time of the Mutterrecht, human im-
provement may be carried to a high point
of perfection. But the field of race pro-
duction is so fundamental in its import-

ance, so broad in its possibilities, it opens |

an arena so wide for the play of the loftiest
ambitions, and of the most varied talents;
that time and leisure to be secured,on hon-
orable terms,to those cultivating tnis field,
seems but justice the most meagre, and
wisdom the most evident.

The solution most often offered for our
social difficulties is divorce. But it is a

solution which does not touch the real
source of the trouble, and its agitation
diverts attention from more vital ques-
tions. Itis because divorce merely shifts
the disease from one home to another, be-
cause it in no way lessens our trouble—
the financial dependence of women, and
enforced maternity—that the carrying of
legislation upon the lines of easier disso-
lution of the marriage contract proves but
a barren victory. Any one visiting the
States of the American Union where the
freest divorce laws have been passed, will
be forced to the conclusion that in Indiana
and in Illinois people suffer from the same
social evils as in England, for there, as
here, no solution of the knotty problem of
the money independence of women has
been attempted, and the child of the West
as seldom as in Europe receives its birth-
right of a hearty welcome to the world.
Divorce does not overcome these two dif-
ficulties, difficulties which, until they are
met and overcome, will destroy peace in

| domestic relations, and progress in race

development. As public opinion grows
upon our two great needs, legislation will
probably take more the line of securing to
the woman her fair share of the family in-
come, and giving her absolute right to her
children.

What the final relation of man and
woman may be, it is futile to prophesy;
but we may be sure if there is an ideal re-
lation, it is to be reached by honesty, not
by pretence. As a race we talk much of
monngamy, and practice it very little.
Monogamy implies one marriage and no
more. And that means no prostitution,
no divorce, no second marriage. A second
sex-relation is just as promiscuous, phys-
iologically speaking, whether the first
partner is literally buried in the graveyard
or only figuratively so in the far West of
America. But yet every Christian church
sanctions second marriage, most civilized
States grant divorce for some cause, and
in every nation society winks at prostitu-
tion. It would be becoming in us then,
to claim to be no more than agnostics in
the philosophy of the true relation of the
sexes. But while we hesitate to foretell
finalities, we must take cognizance of the
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undeniable fact that, each day is adding to
the number of thoughtful men and women
who see the discrepancy between our
theories and human needs and practices;
each day the birth rate of girls is rising in
England upon that of boys,* and already
the number of women exceeds that of
men by one million, and yet each day adds
to the number of free, self-supporting
women, women too who have lost none of
their strong maternal instinct. We need
not stop to prophesy the sex-relation of
the future, we can only hope that an en-
1

be true
‘“T'e higher allegiance, higher than our love,””

and that we could have no more
inspiring religious motto than the words

of Froebel,
““Let us llve for our children.””

—Harriot Stanton Blaich.
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