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My dear Miss Clay:
I am going to acknowledge your letter immediately to tell you

how glad I am to receive it., I am still living in the Harths ﬂashingtoq,

where I have be or over two yearg)buﬁ I am taking my meals at a very
nice boarding house near here, one of the best in the city, and a Niss
Spencer is living 1 e ] e who says that she took my seat at the table
in the Hamilton after 2t winter when you were there, and Zkg¥ she
heard you speak of me so often that she introduced herself to me. I told
her that I had a letter from you and she said to remember her to you when I

wrote.

I went to Washington for two months in the winter of 1917 but stayed

in the Wational Heaiquartors)whero I gave a course of lectures and also con-

tinued the editorial work I had been doing at the headguarters

York, 1 came back here mid of Marech whe

its Bureau and here 3 been ever since. I am ] ; have written
you several times during this period.

I never stay in New York a day when I don't have to. Nothing but
the opportwnity to do a better work for woman suffrage than I could do any-
where else, has kept me here all this time and will keep me here through
another winter. When I have finished it I think I shall make my home in
Washington if it returms to the old-time pleasant conditions. They tell
me, however, that I have been fortunate to be out of it sinece our country

Q&}gred the war and I think from what I saw during my brief visits fthere
P15




that I should not have found the g@A-Btiné en joyment there,

You will be interested to know it has been deeided that I shall be-
gin at once the Fifth and last volume of the History of Woman Suffrage., I
have been recuested to do this by the Bdards of the National Association

and the Leslie Commission and they have placed every facility at my disposal.

I occupy alone a large, delightful room/ and am to have everything necessary

in the way of stenographie help, supplies, while em engaged on it, I
worked steadily eighteen months to complete Volunm V in 1900-1901, and am
allowing as many for this one. We feel sure that by the time it is finished
the suffrage movement will be finished also. If it is not, the publication
of the book will be delayed.

It has seemed a pity to give up my editorial work, whiech was having
such good results and there seems to be nobody to undertake it, but this is
congidered more important and I am very glad to be devoting my time to some-
bhing permanent instead of transient as for the last two years. It w
cuire unremitting attention on my part and I shall cut out everything but
work from my 1life, which in faect I hs don 3 1 70 years. My only
wish now ig to have the health and strength to write the book and I hope
that all my friends, in their own way, will pray f : It recuires a
good deal of courege for me to undertake it.

By the time I have finiched,it is expected that the National Asso-

)

eiation will be ready to close its headquarters for all tiwme and our feeling
is that if this book is not written now,while we have this excellent equip-=
ment and the Teslie fund to draw on, it never can be done.
think I fully understand the position of Miss Gordon and yourself
the Federal Amendment andy to a great extent, I sympathize with
it. But I am thoroughly convineed that it will be another generation before
we can get universal suffrape by any other means and that the difficulties

which it will create in some of the Southern States can be overcome, as




those of the Pifteenth kmendment have been, IThen only a portion of the

Southern States mz&a»uaunmmh strongly apposed to it, it ig not fair
Ctural. :

that the women of all Bastern,part of the country should be kept

franchised on account of e fraet of the States in the Union.

would be just as easy to get a Suffrage Amendment in South Carolina as

or Pennsylvania or New Jersey or Chio or #isconsin

It can only come in these and other States through a Federal Amendment.For

many yeargfuntil all the States have it, the National !

feel that it must keep its organization inAact and maintain headquarters.

Not one of the three Stutoo\ﬂnlch were carried last Novewber could
have been, except through the help of the National Association and the Les-
lie money., Twelve or fifteen of our best organizers were kept in those
States for many months and about $33,000 were invested in this campaign,

The States themselves cdnld never have furnished the money or the workers.
had pubt both in the same proportion in the many States which have been
they could have been carried. But we cannot keep this up much longe

S50 many of t S v e the suffrage and the wom have become so

much interest i her cuestions that every year it is becoming more and

more difficult to get the funds bo 8 WOTrk ¢ in fact‘ nothing

but the ILeslie money enables this to be done. The moment the Federal Amend-

ment is submitted, the big expensive headgquarters in Vashington can be closed

and the force of workers there dismissed and this will enable the Wational
ciation to use what they cost for work in the States.

I do not believe that the evils you fear from Federal supervision
will materialize. The elections last November have put the North again in
control of Congress and it will not see any menajce in the Southern repre-
sentation and therefore no particular need to interfere with it, I think

that you are mistaken in saying that "there are millions of men and women




who are willing to have women vote, who are not willing to give to the Fed-

eral Government the right to supervise State elections." T am confident

that you could not find hundredis of thousands)outsiie of the Southern States,

who believe in the principéh_of woman suffrage, who are not entirely willing
A

to have it come through the FPederal Amendment, The Democratic National Com-

mittee representing all the States, declared for it by a two-thirds' ma jority.

"

President Wilson and all his @abinet are in favor of it and fourteen Southern
Senators voted for it on October 1,

If the National Associ shounld cease its efforts to get this
Amendment, it would lose its mcmbership and another organization would be
formed immediately, as the suffragists of the whole country are determined

- Sages ) ; : : i :
to have x;kgnd this is true of a very large number of those in the

as the North, The opposition to it in the Senate, as you mus?t
the reactionary and non-progressive members from New England and
ates on the seaboard. Only two Northern Democrats voted

Hitchecoe £ Nebraska and Pomerene of Ohio, both representatives
st

s and a German constituency. You and Miss Gordon are not

f liquor interes
A
in good company, my dear NMigs Clay.

I wonder if you are equally opposcd to the Federal Prohibition Amend-
ment. I am almost as happy at its marvelous success as I am at the close of
the war., There never has been 2 time in my 1life when I would not have been
entirely willing to make the movement for woman suffrage secondary fo that

Prohibition, and I am just as haeppy over the vietory of the latter as I
shall be over that of woman suffrage,

I smiledat your saying that you got more satisfactory information

out of my articles in Jus Suffragii than in the Woman Citizen, You are not

the only one who says that. Its ediftor is a young woman with no background

of knowledge of the suffrage movement and therefore cannot get a grasp of




the many lines of current events that relate

to it, Begides, I think she
has not a great deal of time for the gencral

1 reading which one must do to
keep up with the rapid progress ﬁ%&%ﬁiio being

¥ made,

Pfort to concentrate one's mind on ;Zthing but

place in Europe

It recuires

and the terrible
suffering,which States has the power to alleviate,

I will not read of 11' but confine my reading to the political movements in
the various countriss and especially to the Conferences which are

of the whole world,

T have thus far escaped the influenza by keeping out of all

crowds
and the street ca

rs and the subway

loved sister who has

but am fceling very anxious about a be-

it end is under the care of trained nurses. I hope
that we shall see each other at our next National Convention, which will
the last we shall ever hold if the Fe

sderal Amendment has been submitted,

hould it go through this winter, the Convention will be cal
May to meet in St.

led in April or
Louis. We must try to "demobolize" with

e" with ou/z_ ranks un-
divided,

Affectionately yours,
/Z/LM%%/’/L

P. 3. Since writing the above I find that Mrs.

Catt is calling the Con-
April 21-26 to celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary

of the founding of the National Association.

vention in 5%,
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Miss Leura Clay,

Lexington,

Ky,

My dear Miss Cleay:

I read your long letter and your printed article with the deepest
interest and am filing them for future reference. I know of no one who
can put the argument against the Federal Suffrage Amendment so clearly

and strongly as you can but I believe that it has now gone so far that

nobody and nothing can prevent its submission.

You have noticed, dodbtless, that the Republicans have put it on

their program and the dispatches this morning say that President Wilson
will urge it in his message. You surely cannot think that after the
National Association hes spent fifty years in the struggle for this
amendment, f(jiéf it can now be persuaded to abendon it. For good or for
i1l I think it will have to 'bide by its consequences., Those of us

who have advocated it are just as sincere in believing that thesswill
not be injurious, as you and Miss Gordon and others are in believing
that they will be. The steady advance in favorable opinion in the
South is surely an argument in favor of the amendment. You will remem-
ber that it received the votes of fourteen Southerm Senators and that
nine of those from the West, who supported it, were Southern born snd
educated. Every one of the Southern State Suffrage Associations is

endorsing it, end there is 1ittle doubt that it is a finality.
< 134
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You must always bear in mind that the State can make any qual-

the
ifications it chooses forpexercising of the suffrage, and the United

States Government cannot interfere if these are made to apply to all
citizens alike. So that the only interference there will be with
State's rights will be that they cannot discriminate on account of sex.
You spesk in your letter about the Japanese and the Chinese. Only the
United States Govermnment can provide for their natgxalizaﬁign, but all
who are born in this country now have the right of suffrage and there
never is the slightest attempt to prevent their using it)even in the
Western State@so far as I know, so our amendment would make no change
in this respect.

Your reference to the refusal of the Ohio voters to remove the word
"white"™ from the election clause, is the strongest possible evidence in
favor of our Federal Amendment, for it shows how little the voters can
be depended on. In Ohio they have voted against every emendment relating
to woman suffrage and even against the act of the Legislature giving
women presidentizl suffrage, and yet you would have us submit our cause

el o
to the voters in every State. I think you would be afraid to do it
gven in your own dear State of Kentucky. We know what was done in
Louisisna snd we shall soon see what will be done in Texas.

Dr. Shaw has just come back from three weeks in Texas and doesn't
think our amendment has any cehance. We get no encouraging repofts from
the State, but the alien clause may pull it through. You probably know
that the Plorids Legislature turned down everything and would not even
take E_VEES on presidential suffrage. The Connecticut Legislature voted

it down. The New Jersey and Pennsylvania Legislatures would not touch

[

I don't know how you can possibly say, as you do; "At looks now as

it, and so the list might be emtended.

though all the women will be able to vote at the next presidential




= e
election". Mogt of the Legislatpres have adjourned and will not meet
again until after that Lﬁgggiaiuma.is over, so that we have sbeut zll
the presidential suffrige we can hope for,except from some of the few
which will meet next winter. Do you expect to get it in Xentucky?

You may have notieced that South Africa has given the full suffrage
to women, which leaves the United States as the only English spezking
nation in the world that has not enfranchised women. You have yourself
been through several State campaigns that have failed and you know what
they involve in time, labor and money, and yet you would have us keep
on with our expensive headquarters, our publishing company, our big
forece of workers, and have our eblest women give up their whole time to
this cause for years to come until we had gained it State by State. I
certainly do think it would be better to risk the effects of a Federal
Amendment then to go on with this great task indefinitely.

Mrs., Stenton often said, when Miss Anthony would restrszin her from
taking up some political question; "I am sick of sitting on the gate-
post and singing 'suffrsge, suffrage', forever." Most of us feel the
same way and we cennot and won't stand the present situation much
longer.

30 this is the way it looks to me, my dear friend, and we cannot
know which of us is right until the experiment has been made, as I

think it undoubtedly will be. I hope we shall both live to sece Haig ¢¢£L

result, We had twenty-%zzéégtate Legislatures this last winter pledged

to ratify, lecving only eight more to gain, but now thuit work will all
have to be done over again and must be deferred until 1921.

My daughter and myself escaped the influenze, but both of my sisters
were very ill with it, and I was anxiocus for a considersble timg)but

they recovered. I have never scen or heard of Miss Brigham since I
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left you and her together at the table in the Hemilton. When I have

been to Washington since then T have stayed at our National Headquarters.

I appreciate your confidence in my friendship for you, which I
agsure you cannot be @ffected even by so large a thing as a Federal
Amendment.

Affectionately yours,
e s .
j L i
L/cﬁf;i_(/7ﬁ¢téﬂzéi&ﬁ_gfjig/%4é:szyz
] //

P, S. Will you tell me on this post card the full name of Professor
Giltner, President for forty years of a woman's college in Kentueky,
who was at the National Suffrage Convention in Portland, Oregon, in

190562




Lexington, Kentueky.

Ida Husted Harper,
New Yerk,
ily dear Mrs.Harper,
was mueh pleased to get your letter o
net only because of the friendly pleasure I teke in hearin
the fair minded way you treat subjeets
where there are differences of opinion,
want to express my deep satisfaction that you are going to write
Pifth Histery of "cman Smffrage. I know of no wiser expenditure eof
fund than to tske advantage of the present opportunities te
sueh a vsluable contribution te historieal wotks as youw new
velume will be, 0f course, it will tax all your pewers, but then it
is a permanent comtribution to literature of a high order; and I suppose
all authors make up their minds to endure personal sacrifiees for their
noble end.
I went to the St.Louis eonvention, whieh was a most interesting
oecasion, and plessurable to me, as I saw so many of my eold
though I missed you, and would have so loved to have had y
some of the poinfs under diseussion. Miss Gordon and I made
that we did not believe it the part of wisdom to try to renew efforts

for a suffrage Federal amendment in the form whieh Mrs.Catt says is

mistakenly cualled the S<B.Anthony amendment, The fact is, that misealled

SESEE =

smendment is a reproduetion of the I5th amendment, whose history and
after effects would in themselves be an argument against it in the
minds of all whe knew them, Even 1f the enforcement elause is omitted, =%
5till the faet that the Ib6th amendment has the enforeing clause insures
311 the ébjectionable features of enfranchising women by an amendment

equivalent in prineiple. I hepe you will be patient with me if I am
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prolix in my explanation ef my objeetions; Tfor it is a matter of the
ceepest importance to me, and I feel that new that there must be a
igressional work every true suffragist should
bring up differeneces of orinien in order that the best results may
be obteined in & friendly spirit,Therefore, I want to say that the "nthe-
ny smendment( for I continue te use .that nsme for the sake of being ex-

gerous teo the liberties of the people because it puts in
hands of & dominant party in Congress the pewer te interfers in
elause, whieh is not diminished even if
the I5th amendment, This power might bem
/ made~up eases in every state at eveyyelee-
was defeated in Wash ington Territety by
keeper's wife, as you have so well told in
vomen are enfranchised, the inthony amende
mueh mere dangerous than the I5th, it G @ are women
and in every presine:. Mereover, the corrupt interests
would not be confined to one section er one party; but might be used wikh
equal effeet by any rartyend against ény seetion, Fer instanece, "race,
eoler or previous condition of servitude"applies to Japs and Chinese ag

88 10 negroes, and thue involves the Western states and their Pro-

of Orientsl immigration even more vitally than it does the South

its negop preblem, It might be used against the manufacturing

8, by eorrupt menipulation of the ignerant foreign vete of industria
masses, It is dangerous, snd its injury may net be measured by what
to happen in our 1ife times, but is to he considered with ref-
the future as well as to the present,
it has the effect orf grouping women politieally with eolored
peoples instead of with white men, The politieal events of bhe settle-
of the Ruropeasn new nations on lines of racial sympathies warns

~1ignmentsxon *ERBEkyY racisl lines i as




netions, be @ it is founded on & deep humen
are given the besllet by the sovereign pewer of
in state eonstitutions., These of

varty passiocn &nd

v

military domination. Remembering that snotherzmendment extending

where these are,
me @Gourt, deseriptive eof the
ight of exemption from discrimination ™ on ascount of raee, color or
eondition of servitude. They derive their right from the Fed-
eral government, and unlike white men, they have aec
in grievanges that may come up in State eleetions,
have sueh secess only in cases of Federal eleeti
z& 1line of pelitieal distinetion, whieh after nesrly fifty years
passed are still inetyyfelt A eurious illus of
seen in Ohie, whose legislature ratified the 16th Amendment, bdbut
has never removed the word "white!" from fhe eletion clause in its state
constitutio: Ividently, the negroes found some disadvantage in 8 fak
submission of an amend-
cugh, the amendment was defeat-

presumably of white voters,

I would net venture tec be so thy in my remarks to many

my desr Mrs.Harper, but I am trusting fte yeour patience, because

W

are one of the few of our leading suffragists whose reading and
Btanding of the lagal aspects of the question £it you to ferm an opin-
ion unprejudiced by seetional or pariisan fae I am enelosing a

bewspaper clipping whieh gives some other of my viaews n the presant




le are in

that many perscns com
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~
nowv

guffrage question to a speed;

women will be able to vote at the next

‘tieulari

been to and

and in every way

I am plased to heser 2members me 88 one who
sat at table with her at her., Hew

about our old friend i{iss Brigham?

pLis

tience with ner anti-suffrage views.
With my very be enter-

prise, whieh I am confident upon you, as well as

fer an inestimable reading publie, and witn a warm

r

ing for vou in my
1K oY YO n my

Very sincerely yours,




Mirs, Ida Husted Harper
Leslie Woman Suifrage Commission, lnc.
171 Madison Avenue-
New York
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Miss Laura Clay,

Lexington,

Ky.
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May 29th

Mrs.Ida F
L7k

H&rper,

AVe,, N. Y.

My dear

did net intend

ter of May 4th, but I

icle explaining the United States

we spent at the Hamilton, and I never

I have concluded that it is net needed,

a full answer to your questicons, and the

se
ose

ter, Witiey, 1 encl

(I) The difference between my bill and

einslly that she based her el

tion in the right of Federal suffrage,-

tors, etives and sSenstors of t

(1)

Rengesent

° 4 P T .

Texington,

to be s¢
hought at first I would try te
Tlection

fecund time te

printed leaflet I

ven tueky,

1928

long in answering

W

rite

Rill I worked for the winter

de it, New, however,

snd that you can make out with

T used that winse

that of ¥Mrs.Benneti's was prin-

eims upon the I4th amendment,

for

My bill was based upon the seceond secticn

Constitution, asking proteetion by a declaratory

for 7,S.Represantatives and “enaters,

There was no difference bhetween my

Brown's society originally demanded.
y g 3

gument for it after the Yarbrough deecisi

Federal suffrage Asseo.(Mrs.Brown's) was

ment, But when I eame intsc the work I

-

his argument and started other on

up a&n

whieh, .in my epinion,

Miner's argument did not,.

Jr.Miner's position she answered

wes

to

te me tantemeonnt

me she weuld nave

biil and
Frane¢is
on
organized te w
fou nd
ana

infringed upcrn

an atmission

had ne ebjection

1

that whieh %ev,.01

Y

Hiner made the

of the Supr

QrK

tnat Mrs.Celby kel abandened

ther elause in the U,S.0on=

the doctrine ef States

“hen she had

that forgetten about

kad never under

wilieh time

16 suvstituting ny bili fer
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i#r . Raker,

hers which she had introduced in the House by

too late to do anything about it,

did net work with her,

As to why 1 you may

and T agreed that you, as one of the

esk to lirs.Colby whom you were going

her reply practieal ) 11 eco-oper

she 1d aliew me to r with her on her plans and

ferred with Mrs.Brown, &s the presidenti ol the Asso.,

receive any offer of co-operation terms.,

~bill did all coineide with my views( those of

was no and I weant on aleone

from the Sw thern

ance

Irage meelting

never understocd thaet

through you, and that s,ltc..ll,

did not understand, it was her own faul

worik with me excep

elearliy her place st

look her up afler suen 8

expect me 1o

48 -you may
tleetions £
wvae
doetrine
s theA¥thony

'1!{." 3 3 . s v - ae 2 -
that wae eleeted 8 delesstes
©

‘rancises, with one

i H)J "L‘L’

ordi ully vour f’T‘l“"ld
Very dordiasil:

Bat

-l J—-,
y LG

witih her

L
vidi

states

aien

tter then T,

Commitiee

lectures,

v | Y
nereLy

SR
Mr ,iiiDoX

with

e e ]
\hgsal
(=3 ua_.u.u.t. 2

S~ qd e
Ve B AN

Rights

dment,

2t~ large to

it was then
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MRS. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT, PRESIDENT
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Volurme V now in Preparation
MRS. IDA HUSTED HARPER
EDITOR
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4818 MURRAY HILL

171 Madison Avenue

Max 1 20 «
New York, 27 4, 1920

Miss Laura Clay,
Lexington, Kentucky.

My dear Miss Clay:
I want to have a chapter in the History about other suffrage as-
sociations besides the National. Among these I shall have a little account

of Olympia Brown's Society. I know that you never organized for the purpose

= jf&un/ o
of pushing/ti= suffrage bill but I do want to sreak of it and of your long

and able effort to secure it. I never could understand the difference he-
e e,
tween it and what Olympis Brown's Society wanted. Was there sny difference
or did you simply not care to work with them? Or d4id they not want to work
with you? Could I compile from these enclosures. your argument, or would you
S

rather send it to me in the form in which you want it used? I cannot give &
great deal of space as I am in despair at the immense amount of material that
I have on hand and do not know how it is to go between the covers of one vol-
ume , which it has to do. If you prefer to send me a few hundred words/I will
be glad to have you do so.

Will you tell me the difference between Mrs. Bennett's measure

e

yours? I have several of her appeals but they are all too long for me to
use and I wish that I could eyylain in a paragraph the difference between
her bill and yours. Could you tell me this?

I had expected to have the History finished by July 1 but I have
been hindered in every possible way and shall be fortunate if it is entirely
compl®ted by fall. Mrs. Catt has urged me to lay it aside and go to the

iggeva meeting but I cennot think of doing so, as it would weigh so heavily
AR 154 )
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on my mind that there would be no nleasure in the trip. I expect to stsy
right here without even & vacation until I have entirely finished the task.
Did you go to the Chicago Convention?

Very sincerely yours,
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