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EXPOSITION

OF THE

“KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE.”

CHAPTER 1.

Tuar Orciy oF THE OrpER—SouTHERN RicHTS CLUBS—THE AF-

RICAN SLAVE TRADE AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW SLAVE TERRI-
TORY — THE FIRST ORGANIZATION IN 1834, AND ITS SUCCESS—THE
MexioAN WAR, AND THE SoUTH'S INTEREST IN IT—PROGRESS OF
tHE SrAvE Trape ve o 1852—Acquisition oF CuBa, REPEAL OF
rEE Missourt ComproMISE, NicArRAGuA EXPEDITIONS, ETC., USED
TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP.

Tae Order of which I propose writing an exposition was, for
many years, like the earth in its primordial condition, * without
form, and void.” It did not receive its present name until about
the year 1855. The principles upon which it is based, however,
and the actuating motives which pervade its membership, have
existed nearly thirty years. About the close of the year 1834,
there were to be found, in Charleston, New Orleans, and some
other Southern ecities, a few politicians who earnestly desired the
re-establishment of the African slave-trade and the acquisition of
new slave territory. They believed that the Constitution of the
United States was a tyrannical document, since it 'lll'ollii_lilctl the
slave-trade, and regarded it as a system of piracy. The American
Union, therefore, had its enemies almost from its very childhood.
These men formed themselves into secret juntos, which, without
any particular form or ritual, were called 8. R. C’s, (Southern
Rights Clubs.) They had certain signs of recognition, by which
they made themselves known to each other, and met weekly, semi-
weekly, or otherwise, as the cause which they labored to promote
seemed to demand. They might have had, at this early day, some
sort of constitution and rules of regulation, but of these little is
now known.
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EXPOSITION OF THE

The African slave-trade being contrary to the laws of the United
States, and to the laws of the whole civilized world, it was not
hoped to carry it on in an open manner. The first efforts of the
S. }i‘{ (1.'s, therefore, were directed to the fitting out, manning, and
equipping of secret slavers, which were to cruise around the Afri-
can coast and kidnap negroes whenever a good opportunity was .
afforded. Between the years 1834 and 1840 it is presumed that n
at least six of these vessels were equipped and sent out. Some
of them were successful, and filled the measure of their appoint-
ment, while others were captured by English and other fleets, to
the great mortification of the S. R. C's, and the discouragement
of their enterprise. They did not, however, “give up the ship”
in consequence of these discouragements, but continued their slave
piracy with renewed vigor, whenever it seemed possible to conceal
their maneuverings.

Time rolled on, and every year seemed to add strength and mag-
nitude to this abominable piratical clique, until the year 1344,
when the prospect of the war with Mexico seemed to give them
great hope of the acquisition of new slave territory. Their glori-
ous dreams of the growth and extension of the slave power seemed
now in a fair way to be realized. In the mean time they had, in .
their secret juntos, donme all in their power to elevate and to con-
tinue in office, at Washington, such congressional representatives
as were suited to their peculiar views. These were persistent and
untiring in their efforts to inflame the United States Government r

ainst Mexico and Spain, in the hope that a war would be the
result, and thereby an opportunity afforded for the absorption of b i
Southern territory. Wherever it seemed possible to make out a
case of insult, it was done; and the most trivial circumstances
were magnified into insufferable abuses. Here is given the reason
why Southern politicians were so much warmer in their support
of the Mexican war than those of the North, as a general thing,
and also the reason why Southern States furnished so many more
volunteers for the war than did the Northern States. They felt
that the successful termination of this war was a matter of the

eatest interest to them, and, consequently, were very forward in
its promotion.

1 have heard a few persons complaining, since the commence-
ment of the present war, that the “ North allowed the South to
do the fighting in Mexico.” Let the instantaneous reply be,
“They had more inferest in that war than we.” 1 do not wish
to be understood here as saying that the Mexican war was an ¢
unjust one, or that the United States Government had no cause
for it. I merely wish to put it plainly before the people that the
Southern States had a peculiar interest in it.

The war with Mexico was broucht to a close, and Texas, New
Mexico, and California were added to the United States domain;;
but Cuba was still out. The consciousness of this deficiency left
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an aching void in the “Southern heart,” and, forthwith, fillibus-
tering expeditions into Cuba were matured and set on foot by the
members of the 8. R, C’s, not in the hope that such expeditions
would, in themselves, terminate successfully, but with a view to
so embroiling the United States and Spanish Governments, that
another acquisitive war would be waged by the former against the
Intter, and Cuba thereby wrested from its former owners. This
scheme was not altogether successful, although it certainly did
muke advocates to the policy of the acquisition of Cuba through-
out the United States.

In the year 1852, the S. R. C.'s had become more numerous,
and their organization was more highly perfected. Some two or
three slavers were at this time plying successfully between the
African coast and the Southern Gulf States, but their places of
landing were, of course, unknown to any but the 8. R. C.'s. Par-
ticular attention was now directed to the ingrafting of the policy
of the acquisition of Cuba into the Democratic platform. It was
confidently hoped to make it a national Democratic doctrine. In
this they were, to a considerable extent, successful; and there is
but little doubt that, had it not been for the agitation of the
sluvery question between the years 1850-'54, the acquisition of
Cuba, either by purchase or conquest, would have become the
leading political issue of the country. Many Northern Democrats
were strongly opposed to the policy, but no Southern ones were,
In the Spring of 1854, it became apparent to the Southern ex-
tremists that the repeal of the Missouri Compromise had caused
a great political revolution in the Northern States; that the old
Whig party had become extinet, and that its former adherents,
tozether with many old Democrats, were building up a new party.
This was the so-called Know-Nothing party, which, although it
professed to be purely American, was the legitimate two-fold result
of the cntire defeat of the Whig party and the repeal of the Com-
promise just alluded to. Shrewd Southern politicians did not
fail to see the strong Free-soil element which was gradually devel-
oping in this party. The sweeping victory which the K. N.'s
achieved in the congressional and state elections of 1854 opened
the eyes of the Southern Democrats to the fact that the old na-
tional party of which they had presumed they had almost com-
plete control, was not so invineible as had been suvvnosed.
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CHAPTER IL

INCREASE OF ANTI-SLAVERY SENTIMENT AT THE NorTH, AND 1TS EF-
FEOT UPON SOUTHRONS—GENERAL GroreE C. BICKLEY'S ADVENT
v 1855—THE FIRST TO SYSTEMATIZE THE Orper oF TaE K. G. C.
—DerAiLS oF THE ORGANIZATION —ITS Opsects, SoLemN OATHS,
AxDp Horms oF INITIATION—ITS SECRET NFLUENCE vroN THE Pol-
ITICS OF THE CountrRY —SpEEcH 1IN CASTLE OF A K~xiganr—GEN-
ERAL WILLIAM WALKER AND FILLIBUSTERING.

Ix 1855, it was noticed that the anti-slavery sentiment in the
North was growing still stronger, and it was, in fact, generally
thought by Southrons that the Demoecratic party was becoming
almost extinct there, from the large numbers that had deserted 1t
in consequence of their Free-soil proclivities. 1t was about this
time that a certain George C. Bickley, who was a native of Boone
gounty, Indiana, but, at the period alluded to, resided in Cincin-
nati, went South, and, having espoused the canse of the S. R. C's,
took it in hand to reduce them to a more perfect state of organ-
ization, Having framed a constitution, by-laws, and ritual, and
having effected thereby all the, to him, necessary changes and
modifications in the Order, he christened it with the highly
¢ ghivalrous’ name of KNIGHTS OF THE Goupey Cirore. The sev-
eral divisions of the K. G. G, according to the new constitution,
were called Castles. As in the case of most other secret orders,
there were subordinate castles, and a Grand Castle, State Castle, or
Legion.* The officers of the subordinate castle consisted of a cap-
tain, lieutenant, secretary, treasurer, guard, (for the inner door,)
sentinel, (for the outer door,) a corresponding secretary, and con-
ductor, 'The officers of the Grand Castle were the same as those
of the subordinates, with the addition of the prefix Grand. Their
new constitution set forth, in its first article, as one of the prin-
eipal objects of the order, the acquisition of Cuba, Mexico, and
Nicaragua. In another article, the members are pledged to stand
united in the promotion of Southern interests, and opposition to
the encroachments of abolitionism; and still, in another, they

are pledged, in case of any encroachment on the part of the

United States Government, to do all within their power to estab-

= A1l the Btate Legions, or Grand State Cnstles, are represcnted by delegutes in what
ia termed the Grand United Stutes or Americun Legion. From this body all the laws

overning state and subordinate castles emuniite, a8 also do the military laws, or, B8
flmy are generally termed, ** Articles of War."” These * Articles of War® require
regular military drill, especially in the use of the bayonet and sword. Kuighta
greatly pride tliemselves on their swordsmunship.
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ENIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE. 9

lish a “free Southern Government.” The ritual of this period
required of the candidate, in the first place, the most solemn oath
that he would never divalze anything he should see or hear after
{ he entered the sacred portals of the castle. Having entered the
castle, he was sworn to use all his efforts and powers in the fur-
therance of the objects set forth in the constitution, viz.: the
absorption of Southern territory, and the promotion of Southern
interests. Nothing is said in either the constitution or ritual
directly of the slaye piracy, for the reason that it was feared that,
by some kind of aceident, “ the papers” might fall into the hands
of the * perseenting government.” This portion of their business
had not been foreotten, however, for, duringz the years 1855-6,
{ they equipped and sent out three slavers, two of which were
highly snccessful in their operations; one of them, however, was
cantured by an Enalish fleet.

The year 1856 gave the Knights a new impetus, and added many
to their numbers, in consequence of the very large growth of the
anti-slavery sentiment in the North during that year, an especial
manifestation of which was afforded by the Presidential campaign.
It was now that the rank pro-slavery tree began to produce the
buds of secession Everv effort was put forth to test the North
and the General Government respecting the policy of absorption

! of Southern territory. This policy had heen pretty strongly
hinted at in the Cincinnati Platform, upon which Mr. Buchanan
was then running; but hints did not satisfy them. They were

1 bound to have the plain and explicit declaration from the national
Democratie party, that “we are in favor of the acquisition of
Cuba,” or dissolve their connection with if, and, if needs be, with
the sovernment. A few paragraphs from the filed speeches of
castle (I, New Orleans, at this period will give the reader a pretty
clear idea of the spirit and intent of the Knights. In perusing
these speeches, passages such as the following oceur:

“The South ean only hope for the real enjoyment of: its rights
in a Southern Confederacy, if the sizns of the times mean anything,
Even the Demoeratic party is becoming Abolitionized. We want
more territory; we must have it; but can we hope to acquire it
while the Abolitionists stand in our way, and the indifferent De-
mocracy refuse to give us aid?  Who can not see that the Demo-
eratie party is becoming abolilionized ? Why does not the present
- administration (Pierce's) carry out the principles of the Kansas-
Nebraska Act in Kansas Territory? Why does it allow those
Emicrant Aid Societies of Massachusetts to send their pauper cut-
throats to disturb and endanger our people in the common territory
of the United States?"’

|
: Another specimen:
“We must have Cuba and Mexico. The North is vastly out-
-
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10 EXPOSITION OF THE

growing us in territory and population. If we can't get territory i
in the Union, we can out of it. I do not feel like awaiting the |
slow steps of the Northern Democracy.”

In the mean time they were becoming pretty sick of the Kan- |
sas-Nebraska bill, as is manifest in the following, which I quote b )
from memory :

S e e P

“What advantage have we gained by the Nebraska bill? None :
whatever. On the contrary, we have positively lost. While the ]
Missouri Compromise line stood, we had some territory which we
could call our own, and of which we were sure. But how is it
since that line is destroyed? Why, before one Southern man can
get ready to migrate with his property, (niggers,) they send a
whole legion of Yankee Abolitionists to Kansas to cut his throat
and steal his negroes. The whole American Government is really
becoming & GRAND ABOLITION MACHINE, WHICH, EVEN IN THE HANDS
OF DEMOORATS, IS DESTINED TO CRUSH OUT EVERY VESTIGE OF SOUTH-
ERN LIBERTY."

o e iy

o

. =

i

Becoming impatient with the slow movements of the United
States Government respecting the acquisition of territory, the
Knights resolved to try another fillibustering expedition. For the

heading of this expedition they had, in their own ranks, one of the g
most daring and courageous of “ chivalrous " adventurers. I allude .

to the no less personage than General Walker. This gentleman
was duly furnished and equipped with ships, men, and money by
the liberal members of the K. G. C., and sent out to * take Nicar-
agua.” How he took it, everybody knows. But, as in the in-
stance of the Cuban fillibuster war, the effort was not expected to
prove successful, but was merely thrown out as a feeler, to deter- .
mine the condition of Uncle Sam’s pulse. After Mr. Buchanan's .
accession to power, Walker's expeditions were renewed with in- I
creased energy ; and it was sincerely hoped that, by some ingenious
maneuver, he would induce somebody to “insult’’ the United
States, so that a good excuse might be afforded for an aggressive
war. In this expectation, however, they were greatly disaplznintcd;
for nobody did insult the United States, nor even General Walker,
half as much as they were insulted. The only injustice done that
individual was, that he was not hung before he started on his first
expedition. Up to the time of which I am now writing, the order
of the K. G. C. was a rather insignificant one in point of numbers.
There were, in fact, very few persons, not members of the institu-
tion, who even knew of its existence. But among their small num-
ber were many of the wealthiest capitalists of the South, such as
Yancey and Toombs; and they were fully confident that the time
was rapidly coming when they would literally swallow up the whole
of their section of country.,
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CHAPTER IIL

1 Tae yrar 185S—THE KaNsas STRUGGLE AND THE Lecomprony Cox-
l STITUTION—INCREASED GrROWTH OF THE K. (. C.—CHANGE oOF
RITUAL—SECESSION ADVOCATED, AND THE SOUTH UNITED THROUGH
ITs WoRKINGS—THE ORDER POPULARIZED—THE REGALIA, SyaBoLs,
AND WorkIiNGS oF THE DEGREES aAxD * INNER TeEMPLE " —APPLICA-
TION FOR A CAsSTLE IN A NORTHERN CITY REFUSED—FIRING OF THE
SovTHERN HEart 1 1859-60—PresipesTianL CoNteEsT oF 1860—
InsrruMENTALITY OF THE K, (¢, C. 1x¥ pissoLviNG THE DEMoORATIC
CoxveExTION—OPProsiTioN To DouGLas—SPEECH IN A NEw ORLEANS
CASTLE—THE CHARLESTON AND BaAvtniorE CoONVENTIONS—THE
' INSINCERITY OF SOUTHRONS.

Tue year 1858 found the Knights of the Golden Circle more .
highly organized, and gaining wonderfully in popularity. The ;
division l-un”‘ (-ih‘t'tul in the Democratic [;;utv by the discussion f
of the celebrated Lccmnptun Constitution, gave them great hope

b =

I

of attaining the end to which they had been directing their efforts,
with umhnunde zeal, for the past two years, and which their l
organization had been calculated to effect from its very infancy
—the dissolution of the American Union. They had applied
the most thorough tests to the general government, and had done
all in their power to ascertain w]u:thcr it were possible to entirely
Southernize the great national Demoeratic party, and transform 1t
into a pro-slavery engine with which they might extend and protect
slavery every where, to little effect. They had proven Mr. buch*ma.n
to be a very indifferent friend to fillibustering movements; and,
last of all, they had found that there were thousands of ULm(J(:i'zlt-E
who would not agree that the people of a territory should have a
constitution which they were utterly opposed to, nor admit that
forty Northern men were equal to but one Southern man., All
these circumstances proved to them that secession was their only
hope. The formation of a Southern Government was now talked
of openly everywhere; every means was used to make secessionists,
and unite the Southern people. To this end it was thought the
order of the K. G. C. should be popularized by various improvements.
The castle was divided into an outer and inner temple; the outer
| temple being, in fact, the old castle to which, according to some
changes made in the ritual and constitution, members were admitted
on pI‘OlJJ.tmn, preparatory to entering the inner temple. The time
of probation was not definitely fixed, but was, in all cases, to be
of sufficient duration to enable the committee of inquiry to determine
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12 EXPOSITION OF THE

whether the initiate was “sound on the nigger.” None but those
who were known to be out-and-out secessionists could enter the
“holy of holies.”

About this time it was thought well to do something in the way
of recalia, emblems, etc., in which no effort was spared to be ‘‘ very
ancient.” AsInever had the good fortune to enter the inner temple,
I can only describe the outer. In this department the regalia
consists of a close helmet for the head, from the top of which peers
upward a small silver spear, and to the frontal portion of which is
attached a silver crescent; of a close-fitting garment for the thorax
and upper extremities, very much resembling the ancient coat of
mail, and a long, straight sword suspended to the left side. The
symbols were a large bronzed crescent, or new moon, set with
fifteen stars, a large one of which was generally suspended over
the seat of the Chief Knight, from an arch of evergreens; of a large
temple, under the dome of which shone a beautiful representation
of the noon-day sun, and around the corona of which were fixed
fifteen stars. To these were added the skull and cross-bones.
Now for the languagze of the symbols: The crescent represents the
growing Southern Confederacy; the temple, with its glowing sun
and fifteen stars, foreshadows the glorious *“sunny South,” under
the benign influence of a fully matured Southern Government,
extending its borders through Cuba, Mexico, and Central and South
America; the skull and cross-bones signify death to all ¢ Abolition-
ists” and opposers of ‘‘Southern independence.” To the by-laws
were added one strongly prohibiting any member from presenting
the name of any new applicant unless he had the best of reasons
for helieving that such applicant was a good Southern man, and

erfectly “sound on the nigger.”

The sole end to which the Knigchts now directed their efforts
was- the disruption of the American Confederacy. Like Garrison
and his followers, they considered this an * accursed Union,” and
that its longer continuance was only caleulated to degrade and
oppress the South. In view of this object, they determined to aban-
don the kidnapping business, inasmuch as it involved consid-
erable expense, and required close attention, and concentrate all
their energies upon the institution of new castles throughout all
the Southern States. Forthwith castles began to spring up all
through the Border States, and, in not a few instances, was it found
that prominent Northern men were knocking at the door for ad-
mission. Whenever they were known to be *“ good Southern men™
they were welcomed and hailed with joy. At one time during the
year of which I now write, (1858), some very prominent citizens
of New Albany, Indiana, proposed to have a castle instituted in
their city, but the Knights thought that as their order was “pe-
culiarly a Southern one,” it were better that it should not extend
into free soil. During this period, castles were built up in Texas,

and they showed themselves worthy of their calling, and, if any-
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thing, rather distanced those of the Gulf States in the promotion
of the “ good cause.”

With the Texan Knights, however, there was one great obstacle
in the way of progress, viz.: the large free-laboring German popu-
lation,. The Germansin Texas had demonstrated to the world that
they could even excel the ““ nigger” in the cultivation of the cotton
plant. This was considered as a very dangerous argument against
the “ peculiar institution.”

The great plea in favor of Slavery in the South had ever been
that “cotton could not be grown without African service," and
that the whole intellizent world should see a practical demonstra-
tion of its fallacy was something that the “ chivalry " never could
submit to.

The Germans had become thoroughly aceclimated, and being
very healthy and prolifie, bid fair to seriously undermine, and ul-
timately destroy, the slave interests of Texas, Fully conscious of
these facts, the members of the K. G. C. began and carried out
such a system of abuse and oppression towards this valuable class
of citizens, as finally resulted in the exodus of the entire German
population (23,000) from Texas to Mexico, in the early part of the
spring of the present year, (1861.)

All through the year 1859, the Knights were working with un-
abated energy for the increase of their numbers and the “firing
of the Southern heart.”” 1860 found them making great prepara-
tions for the presidential campaign of that year.

It had been strongly indicated by the Democrats of the great
Northwest, at their recent state elections, that a less conservative
man than Douglas would receive very few of their votes for the
U. S. Presidency in the coming contest; and, from the strong op-
position to him by Southern fire-eaters and Northern dough-faces
in the national Congress of that year, it was clear that a division,
and consequent defeat, of the Democratic ticket could be easily
effected, and an excuse, by that means, afforded for the consumma-
tion of their great leading design.

Perhaps no politician ever had a firmer hold upon the sympa-
thies of his adherents than Mr, Douglas. Of this fact the Knights
were fully aware; and, knowing that many of the prominent lead-
ers of the Northern Democracy were jealous of the * Little Giant,”
it was duly arranged to secure their services both in Congress and
in the contemplated April convention, to the end of so dividing
that body that a sufficient number might be drawn off to form
another convention and nominate another candidate.

Months before the meeting of the National Democratic Conven-
tion, men of the Yancey stripe had literally sworn, in castle, to
split that Convention, and thereby utterly defeat its objects, or
else entirely Southernize it. The following, from a speech deliv-
ored in the New Orleans Castle, will show the spirit and intent of
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16 EXPOSITION OF THE
the ultraists of that period. The speech was made at a meeting
held, January 11th, 1860:

“The next administration shall be purely Southern, or we will
have no administration at all. 'We will have a strictly Southern
Rights Congress. If we can't have such a congress at Washington,
we will have it somewhere else. Our rights of property ghould be
secured, not only Aere and in the common territories, but all over
the United States. Why can't we travel where we please with
our negroes, and stay as long as we like, without molestation ?
The powers at the National Capital, under the influence of the
abolition puritans, will never, in my opinion, grant the just privi-
leges claimed by Southern centlemen. The Democratic party
North is fast selling itself out to the Abolitionists, and, from pres-
ent appearances, We may expect that before another campaign
Steve Dourlas and Fred Douglass will be spoken of as the candi-
dates for the Presidency and Vice Presidency, to be nominated at a
fusion convention, composed of Black Republicans and Squatter
Sovereignty Democrats,

¢ am, for one, for an efernal separation from this yellow-
skinned, woolly-headed clique. 1 am for an out-and-out Southern
man in '60. We don’t expect Northern men to vote for him.
We don't want them to. We only want a man that a Southern
gentleman can vote for with clean hands and a clear conscience.
T would say, give us Yancey or Jeff Davis. We can vote for such
men as these conscientiously. We don't expect to elect them; we
don’t want to elect them according to the modes prescribed by
the United States Constitution. We only want to show the North
our hand and our strength. Let them elect their Abolition can-
didate. Is there one here who does not hope they will? -~ For my
part, it has been my desire, for over ten years, that the North
would give us some good excuse for the dissolution of the Union.
We, as an Order, have been hoping and working for a long time
for a separation from the North, and the formation of a govern-
ment of our own, where we could, without any hindrance or
drawback, carry out a purely Southern policy. At the coming
Democratic convention we must have this Order well represented;
we must have men there who will carry out our wishes: we must
show the mulatto Democrats (Douglas men) that we will have a
man of our own selection. He must be a Knight, and a good one
at that. There is little doubt, from the present bull-headedness
of the Douglasites, that this policy will result in the division of
the cenvention, and the nomination of two candidates; but that
is just what we want. It will only assist the election of the
Abolition candidate, which, as I have before said, is the upper-
most desire of our hearts, in that it will afford a lawful excuse

for dissolving a Union which has, for the past thirty years, been
the most formidable obstacle to Southern progress.”
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The way in which the Knights proposed to divide the con-
vention was, to require at the hands of the conservative Northern
Demoeracy the most unqualified recognition of the rights of
property in slaves, and its especial Congressional protection in
all the United States Territories. From the popular expressions
of the Northwestern people at the ballot box, at their recent
elections, they knew full well their desire of disruption would be
successfully attained by this requirement.

In April, 1860, the National Democratic Convention assembled
at Charleston, and it seemed to be the universal desire of the
conservative men to harmonize that body by making every per-
sonal concession consistent with what they had honestly believed
to be a fair interpretation of the Cincinnati Platform. They pro-
posed to lay aside all the differences of the past, say nothing
about recent quarrels, and simply adopt the old Cincinnati Plat-
form, with the mere addition thut the slavery question in the
territories should be settled by the Supreme Court, presuming,
as they did, that the Constitntion of the United States, as inter-
preted by the highest of all judicial aunthorities, was a sufficient
guarantee to the rights of property everywhere. 1f there had
been any desire on the part ol the Knizhts (as nearly all the
Breckinridze men were,) to lorget old differences and reunite the
party, they would have readily agreed to this proposition. But no
such desire existed among them. Nothine but a full and explicit
acknowledement that * neither Congress nor a Territorial Legis-
Jature” could impair the rights of property in slaves, and that it
was *‘ the duty of the IFederal Government, in all its departments,
to protect the rights of persons and property in the territories,
and wherever else ils authority extends, would begin to satisty
them. Whenever o Southern man says = 'rl‘(:]l(‘l‘[.‘",” he means
' so that what the Knights really desired of the Douglas
hat they should admit that no power on earth could, in
any way, interfere with “niggers.” This admission they knew,
as well before as after the Convention, would not be made. Every
man at all aciuainted with the history of the past five years, knows
that Mr. Buchanan was elected upon the principle of non-inter-
vention; atul to presume that the conservative men of the North-
west could indorse Congressional Intervention to the ridiculous
and inconsistent extreme required by the Southern “nigger’” wor-
shipers in the Charleston Convention, was something that none
but fools could do.

As my readers are all aware, the result of the unreasonable
demands made upon the conservatives was the division of the Con-
ventiot, or, more properly speaking, the secession of the Knights,
and the formation of another convention. Both these conventions
adjourned before arriving at any definite conclusion respecting
the selection of a candidate, to meet again at Baltimore, in the
month of June. On the part of the K. G. C. there was not the
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18 EXPOSITION OF THE

least intention of trying to conciliate matters at the subsequent
meeting by the compromise of any of their principles; nor did
they anticipate any concession on the part of the conservatives.
They only desired to widen the hreach, and all their pretensions
to the contrary were the merest sham.

In the interim between the two meetings the Knizhts were
busily engyged in castle, devising means whereby they might hold
the organization at Baltimore, and thereby force the Douglas men
to secede. By this ruse it was hoped to preserve for their faction
the name of “Tue Reeuvrar Devocraric Coxvenrtion,” and thus
more thoroughly divide the party: and it was duly arranged that
if they could not succeed in this plan, they would cause the
speaker (Mr. Cushing) to “secede,’ and by that means carry all
the weight they possibly could with them.

June arrived, and, at the assembling of the convention, the
Knights found themselves clearly beaten, as it regarded their first
plan, by the superior activity of the conservatives. They even
came very near being denied a seat in the assembly. They were,
consequently, forced to their last plan as the only alternative.

Respecting the movements of the two Baltimore conventions,
the reader is doubtless informed, but it may not be out of the way
here to present the expressions of these two bodies on the slavery
question, as found in their respective platforms. Here is what
the Douglas convention said:

“That inasmuch as differences of opinion exist in the Demo-
cratic party as to the nature and extent of a territorial lesislature,
and as to the powers and duties of Congress, under the Consti-
tution of the United States, over the institution of slavery within
the territories, Resolved, That the Democratic party will abide by
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States over the
institution of slavery in the territories.

“ Resolved, That it is in accordance with the interpretation of
the Cincinnati Platform that, during the existence of the territo-
rial government, the measure of restriction, whatever it may be,
imposed by the Federal Constitution on the power of the terri-
torial legislature over the subject of the domestic relations (as
the same has been or shall hereafter be finally determined by the
Supreme Court of the United States) should be respected by all
good citizens, and enforced with promptness and fidelity by every
branch of the General Government,”

And here-is the Breckinridge platform on slavery:
“The government of a territory, as organized by an act of Con-
gress, is provisional and temporary, and, during 1its existence, all

citizens of the United States have an equal right to settle with
their property (‘‘niggers’) in the territory, without their rights
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ENIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE. 19

either of person or property being destroyed or injured by con-
gressional or territorial legislation.

Tt is the duty of the Federal Government, in all its depart-
ments, to protect the rights of persons or property (*“niggers”)
in the territories, and wherever else its constitutional authority
extends.

« When the settlers in a territory, having an adequate popula-
tion, form o state constitution, the rizht of sovereignty commences,
and being consummated by their admission into the Union, they
stand on an equality with the people of other states; and a state
thus organized ought to be admitted into the Federal Union,
whether the constitution prohibits or recognizes the institution of

slm‘ery."

With the exception of the last resolution appended to the
Douglas platform, these platforms were both framed in Charles-
ton: and 1 will remark just here that, as it respects the Breck-
inridee platform, it had been drawn up in the Calhoun castle, at
Charleston, more than a month before the first meeting of the
gonvention.

In contrastine the above fuotations, it requires no very great
degree of perspicuity to determine which is the-more conciliatory
of the two: nor does it reguire a very high development of the

the boasted *national” doetrine of non-
intervention. of which we all heard so much in 1856, had been
entirely abandoned by the cocessionists as a political humbug,
and that they had fallen back on the old idea, always maintained
by the Republicans, that Congress had a right to interfere with
the institution of sluvery in the territories, and that it was its
duty to do it. The only difference between the Republicans and
Brockinridee men, on this point, being that the former believed
Congress should prohibit the introduction of slavery into the ter-
ritories, while the latter taught that Congress should protect it
to the full extunt of its powers. Does it not seem remarkably
strange that, with these facts hefore the intellizent world, the
Knights shoulil denominate the Republican party a sectional one,
and base tlieir exeuse for secession upon its recent success in
consequence ?  In this connection [ will quote from the Repub-
lican platiorm, framed at Chicago, May, 15860. The following is
the eighti resolution of that document:

perceptives to see that

«That the normal condition of all the territory of the United
States is that of freedom; that as our republican fathers, when
they abolished slavery in all our national territory, ordained that
no person should be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without
the process of law, it becomes our duty by legislation, whenever
guch legislation is necessary, to maintain this provision of the
Constitution against all attempts to violate it; and we defy the
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20 EXPOSITION OF THE

authority of Congress, of a territorial legislature, or of any indi-
viduals, to give legal existence to slavery in any territory of the
United States.”

This resolution may be said to emhody the fundamental doc-
trines of the Republicans respecting the relations subsisting be-
tween the General Government and the United States territories,
and it will be observed that they are, in spirit, the same as those
of the Breckinridge Democrats, but very differently applied and
directed. :

Now, respecting the Republican idea of the power of Uongress
to prohibit slavery in the territories, it had the decided advantage
of legislative precedent from the carliest periods of our national
history to within a few years past, and, therefore, if we are to decide
in favor of intervention at all, we must go with the Republicans.

The principle of non-intervention was certainly Democratic; the
greatest objection to it, perhaps, was that it was foo Democratic to
be applied to this are and this Government.

Une of the principal causes of the destruction of the Grecian
Republic was, that its Democracy was in advance of the intelligence
of its people; and it may be that, of late years, some of our American
statesmen have, in their ambitious desire to attract the attention of
the worldand leave their mark upon the times, which, under ordinary
circumstances, is commendable, endeavored to lead this nation
heyond the capacity of its sovereigns.
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ENIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE.

CHAPTER 1V.

Tae Coxtest oF 18360—THE DBRECKINRIDGE MOVEMENT, AND THE

INSINCERITY OF ITS OPPOSITION TO Lixcorx—rtHE K. G, C. AT THE
NoRrTiL AND THE SouTH—MISREPRESENTATIONS DY NORTHERN
KXIGHTS—S0ME OF THEIR BOASTING LLETTERS—AID EXPECTED FROM
THE INORTH IN CASE OF QpepssioN—NEW EMBLEM OF THE OnopER
__Praxs To sTEAL AnrMs AND MoONEY FROM THE U. S, MATURED IN
CastLE 1y 1859—LINCOLN AND HAMLIN SCARECROW AT THE SOUTH
__Spories oF THE CAMPAIGN, AND THEIR ALMOST GENERAL BELIEF
— TREATMENT OF NORTHERNERS AT THE SouTH,

Tue two Baltimore Conventions having finished their work,
adjourned, and went forth orcanizing state tickets, and presenting
the elaims of their respective candidates to the people of the country.
Now, be it remembered, there were many Warm supporters of Mr.
1111;-.!1;1:“111'5:uiministr:ltion,:md[u_nllticulm'wminsn['r:'acmltnr Douglas,
who, seeing the disorganized condition of the Democratic party,
and the certain prospect of defeat in consequence, Were willing to
make almost any personal sacrifice in order to bring about a better
ctate of affairs. T'hese proposed to allow Breckinridgze to take the
South and Douglas the North, in the hope that thereby the election
of Lincoln would be prevented, and the choice thrown into Congress.
These men were honest in their intentions, whatever we may say
of their Pulitit‘:l] views. They labored earnestly to prevent the
organization of & Breckinridee ticket in any Northern State: but
they were not members of the K. G. C., and, consequently, unac-
quainted with the real intent and meaning of the Breckinridee
movement. 'Their reasoning, their efforts, their appeals, were not
heeded, and almost before we were aware of it, there was a Secession
ticket (that is the proper name) in nearly every state north ol the
Ohio River, with such men as the Hon. J. DB and D. 8. D—
to stump for it, and such papers as the New York Day Book to talk
for it. There were many men in the North who were not bona-fide

the K. G. C., who still advocated the claim of the
Hacession ticket almost purely out of the hatred and envy they
bore Mr. Douglas; others again were duped and lured into it. A
certain Mr. B——, of Indiana, & Mr. V——, of Ohio, the editor
of the Day Book, and a Mr. (——. of Massachusetts, were said to
be about the only reliable members the Order claimed among the
prominent Northern politicians. Ofcourse there were several of the
“gmall fry "’ in many places. It was frequently wondered why any
sot of men could be so foolish as to advocate the Breckinridze ticket
in the North, and often thé questions were asked, “ Why do you

members of
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do it?"—* What will you make by it?” The reply generally was,
" We hope to make nothing; we act from principle.” With some,
these answers were, doubtless, honest, inasmuch as they were izno-
rant of the operations and intentions of the Knights in the South, who
were, as I have just shown, at the bottom of the whole movement.

As has already been seen, the members of the K. G. C, hoped, by
the organization of the Secession ticket in the North, to more
effectually divide the Democratic party. But there was with them
another and far greater ohbject to be attained by it, viz: the
ascertainment of the precise number of Northern men with decided
Southern principles. This wasa desideratum of no little importance,
since it was honestly believed and fully expected that, in the pending
revolution of 1861, every man in the North who had voted for
Breckinridge might be set down on the lists as a soldier for the
Southern army. Allover the North agents were employed to attend
the elections, ascertain the exact number of Breckinridee voters,
and forward the same to any regularly orcanized castle in the
South. This latter movement was somewhat interrupted in New
York and some other Eastern states by the Union coalition entered
into by all the parties opposed to the election of Mr. Lineoln. But,
notwithstanding this, a pretty accurate calculation was made of
the probable sympathetic aid that might be expected from every
state morth of Mason and Dixon’s line. About two months before
the presidential election, there was an extensive correspondence
going on between Northern and Southern Knights, in which the
former were representing the secession strength of their section
as being very great. In this connection I have thought fit to present,
in substance, a few letters which I have had the opportunity of
seeing. 1If I had been safe in so doing, I would have copied
them verbatim.

Here is one written from Madison, Indiana:

Mapisow, Sept. —, 18680.
CorrespronpiNg Skc. JEFFERSON CastLE, No. 23, K. G. C.

Dear Sir :—Yon may tell the friends of Southern Rights that our distriet
can turn out at least one thousand men who will fight Northern aggression
to the death. Be of good cheer, and work faithiully.

Yours for the right, T

The following is the substance of an epistle written from
Evansville, Indiana:

EvaANsvILLE, Sept. —, 1860,
CorrespoNDING SEc. JEFFERSON CastrLE, K. G. C.

Dear Sir:—Tell the friends that our county, alone, will be found good
for one regiment of brave men, who will shed their last drop of blood
before they will submit to Abolition rule. Put us down as A, number
one, Very respectfully yours, etc., 8.

Washington, Indiana, is heard from in the followine manner:
o v o
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W.\sl;mr;rc-s. Ixp., Bept. —, 1860,
Correspoxping Sgo. Jerr. Castig, K. G. C.

Dear Sir ;:—Having heen generally over the Hoosier State, I think I
can tell ]:ro”\' ae f-m.nul'.' how she stands. There are thirty thousand
voters in this State who will never compromise with Black Republican-
ism, and I think I may safely say that there are at least ten thousand
who will shoulder their muskets in defense of the rights of their Southern
brethren. Your ob’t servant, M.

The letter below is from the little town of Carlisle, Indiana:

CARLISLE, Sept. —, 1860,
CoRrRESPONDING SEC. JEFPERSON CasTLE, K. G, (

Dear Sir:—I have taken the pains to count noses in this distriet,
especially in this county, and I can set you down, at the least caleula-
tion, two thousand fighting men, who will, at a moment’s warning, in
case of need, march to the standard of “‘Hlll]l&‘ rn Rights, and it is |I""hI\'
probable that the whole of Tndiana south of the National Road wiil
gecede and unite its fortune with the Sonth when Lincoln iselected.

Ever yours, ete., W.

The foresoine letters T saw and read among the filed papers
of Jefferson Castle, Kentucky, and these were from Indiana alone.
IF'rom what I could zather from prominent members of the Order,
I think I may safely estimate the promised -\'mplthvrlv aid of the
several \:n"ih'.u'- ern States as follows: Indiana, at least 10,000;
Ohio, about 5,000; 1llinms, 2,000; Pennsylvania, at least 15,000;
New York, about 50.000: Iowa, 5.000; Michigan, 5,000, Total,
95,000. Beside the assistance expected {rom the above mentioned

States, they looked for a zood deal from others, hoth in the way
ui men and money. At no time previous to the bombardinent of
Fort Sumter was it presumed that the number of men to be
counted on from the North would fall helow 100,000, and with
these, and the assistance of Northern capitalists, Northern engi-
neers, manufacturers, ete., 1.1_:or1u-t' with the heavy drafts to be
made on the U. lr--'u-m v and the U. 5. Arsenals, it was confi-
dently apprel ed as nothing more than a breakfast spell to
“elean out tholitionists,  capture the Capital ut W ashington,
and kick Uncie Sam into I.'.':Hl'.‘lllt_‘\.

Abo uf this fime anow emblem was added to the OQveder. 1t was
a simple triangular w nite [.E"li somewhat resembling the Knights'
gl‘“‘.\:l" in the three corners of which were written the |.|."r"'l"‘" (it -I'.IF.
and 5. In the center of this eard wus printed the eapital letter
R, and immediately h--]u'.'. this “.1"1 written the nmber 61,  Let
the reader presume this eard to be placed befure him with the
lun'f, acute angle Hll\‘-...lh, as the upper part of a spear in sifu;
let him imagine the figure 7 in the left hand corner, [i:-- ficure 3 in
the upper corner, and the firure 5 in the right ‘ner. NOW
he should place the capital letter R in the center of Liw card, and
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61 immediately under it, and read as follows, beginning with the
capital R., and running round the several angles of the card, from
left to right: R—Revolution. T7-3-5=15, of fifteen states in '61,
(1861,) or Revolution of fifteen states in sixty-one. These cards
were thrown about the streets and corners of many of the Northern
border cities nearly two months before the election of Mr. Lincoln.

I have already intimated that secret arrangements had been made
to secure a considerable portion of Uncle Sam’s money at this
period. This is true. Floyd and Cobb had taken all the neces-
sary preliminary steps for the accomplishment of this object nearly
two years previous to the time of which [ am now writing. Plans
for securing the arms of U. S. Arsenals, and possessing all the
Southern fortresses, had been thoroughly matured about one year
previous, historical evidence of which is presented in succeeding
pages of this work. In addition to the foregoing, by far the
larger portion of the regular army had been distributed among
various outposts in Texas and Utah, where it was guite out of
reach. The Navy had been, with the exception of an insignificant
home squadron, sent to the most distant foreign points by that
poor, pitiful, nigger truckling yankee, Isaac Toucey, in order that
1t might not be readily recalled. Further, it was arranged to send
nearly every navy officer of known loyalty abroad, while a large
majority of those to be selected for the home squadron were
Knights of the genuine stamp. To Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, and Missouri, where it was
known that the K. G. C. were vastly in the minority, no arms
were to be distributed, or at least as few as possible, whereas in
the Cotton States, where the Order was pretty strong, and whera its
members renerally managed, by hook or crook, to he at the head
of all public affairs, large numbers were sent. In order to more
thoroughly prepare the people of the Gulf States for the antici-
pated revolution, it was resolved upon to use every means to make
them believe that if Mr. Lincoln was elected, the alimost immediate
abolition of slavery in all the Slave States would follow; and that
he (Lincoln) was, in point of civilization, but a few removes from
a Fejee Islander. The newspapers under the control of the Knights
were constantly employed in giving the most distorted and unjust
delineations of the characters of the Republican nominees. North-
ern editors who wrote disparagingly or abusively of Lincoln and
the Republican party were largely quoted from, and ‘in small
country sheets which rarely ever reached a Northern or border
town, such quotations were miserably garbled, and presented to
the people vastly more unjust than they were originally. In
many of the Gulf States the common people were fully of the
opinion that Mr, Hamlin was a mulatto, from the newspaper de-
scriptions they had read of him. Mr. Lincoln was generally be-
lieved to be a totally illiterate numskull, as barbarous toward
the Southern slavebolders as a Hottentot, and as dear a lover of
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“piggers’ as a German is of lager beer. It was even currently
reported, at one time, that his wile was a quadroon.

Meantime, such & course was to he pursued toward Northern
men caught in the South, of the slightest Republican tendency,
as would stir up the indignation of the Northern people. Men
athered, ridden on rails, ducked in muddy
water. and even hung, or shot, where any sufficient excuse could
be had. In short, every species of taunt and insult were to be
used in order to arouse and irritate the North, 80 that Mr. Lin-
coln's election might be all the more certain. The effects of rufian-
sjsm in Kansas had proven to them that the more they abused the
North, the more intense would be its opposition to that institution
which really does seem to encender, either directly or indirectly,
more grossness and brutality than almost any other known to the
oivilized world. Just here [ might relate a few incidents which
oceurred a short time before the Presidential election, which fully
sllustrate the truth of what [ have just been stating. In Nashville,
Tenn., about the middle of September, 1860, there were found,
wrapped around some books, a few copies of the N. Y. Tribune,
in the trunk of a gentleman from Boston, who had been teaching
music in Nashville nearly two years. 'Phe mere finding of these
1is possession was construed by Knights into ™ distribut-
His conviction having been fully
was conveyed to a duck puddle

were to be tarred and fe

papers in I
ing incendiary documents.”
established by this mere fact, he
and thoroughiy soaked in its muddy contents; he was then gently
and feathered, ridden on @ rail all around town, followed by
and finally driven out of town by the
locomotive *property’ which it was thought his two year old
I'ribunes were likely to injure. Another instance. An Egypt-
from Illinois, who had been on visit to some of his {riends
‘n 'l'ennessee, in September, 1860. and who had been born and
raised in that state, was going home per railroad through Ken-
The train was pretty well filled with Kniczhts on their way
o qssist In organizing a new castle in that place.
that he was a Northerner, they
ine his politics.

tarred
a gang of the “ ghivalry,”

ian,

tucky.
to Louisville, t
Perceiving, {rom his appearance,
proceeded to cross-examine the ** Jeyptian” respecting i
Seeing, from the complexion of things that the sugrountin
highly “ehivalrous,” and not being as successful a
« Quhseriber,”’ he endeavored to pursue the non-
committal course. But that would not do; they only persisted
the more urgently with their quizzings. Finally, he told them,
very frankly, that if he must come out, he expected to vote for
wOld Abe, " if he lived till the coming election. This acknowledg-
ment was the signal for hisses, groanings, jeerings, ete, and
finally one of the crowd attempted to pull his nose, when he pulled
off his coat, drew himsell up @ la Heenan, and swore most lustily
that it they undertook anything of that kind. he would * thrash the
whole d—d ear load.” Fortunately, the conduetor, and one or two
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ln‘l_.nm-rltu as the
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other genuine Kentucky gentlemen, induced the K. G. C's to de-
sist their more than heathenish condnet. But still they could not
give the job up entirely; and when the train stopped at the next
station, they induced the women and children from the adjoining
cars to come in and look at what they called the “ Zineoln
animal.” 1 did not learn whether they charged an admission fee
at the door, but understood that many of the young 'uns” con-
sidered it a very rare exhibition.

And still another case: Judge » of Greencastle, Ind., was
visiting some relatives in the western part of Kentucky, in the
latter part of September, 1860, and being on a train one day
which contained a goodly number of the ‘*chivalry,” was ques-
tioned by them very closely as to his politics. He told them he
was a Lincoln man, when several of them began to curse him, and
threaten to put him off the train. The Judge, however, showed
them his mettle, gave them to understand that he, too, was a Ken-
tuckian by nativity, and that before they insulted him they had
to do some hard fighting, They concluded to let him alone.

Many instances more of a similar and even worse character
could be adduced to the point, but these are sufficient to give the
reader some idea of the Knights' tactics towards Northern men in
the fall of 1860, During the whole of Lincoln's campaign, the
newspapers were full of accounts of almost insufferable abuses
received by Northern men, every one of which was Justly attribu-
table to the Knights. It is but Justice to the South, however, to
state that there were, at this time, many Southern gentlemen, even
of the strong pro-slavery stamp, who utterly discountenanced these
outrages.
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CHAPTER V.

Tae cLosE oF LINCOLN'S Canparcy—< Supmissionists'—* FIrING
rus SouTHERN HEart” FOR SrorssioN—GREAT INCREASE OF THE
Kxigarnoon—NeEw DEGREES INSTITUTED—THE SworN BROTHER-
HOOD PLEDGED TO A DOUTHERN GoverNMENT—DEATH OF ABOLI-
TIONISTS AND OTHER CRIMES LICENSED—THE ELectioN oF LINCOLN
A PLEA FOR ‘‘ SOUTHERN DieriverancE '—CHARLESTON CASTLE—
rie “ CockADE” EXCITEMENT—JOY OVER THE Erecriony oF Lix-
corN—* Co-OPERATIONISTS ' CONFOUNDED BY THE “ PRECIPITATORS
— JMMEDIATE SEOESSION THE WAR-CRY OF THE K. G. C.—THE SE-
cession oF Sourn CAroniNa, AND I8 EFFECT UPON THE GuLr
Srares—THE K. . C. oPPOSED TO CoMPROMISES—THE DIFFERENT
Mopes oF ADJUSTMENT PROPOSED IN CONGRESS HOOTED AT.

Towanrp the close of Mr. Lincoln’s campaign it became apparent
that his election was pretty certain. Nearly all the great Middle
and Northwestern States had elected the Republican state ticket,
and it now seemed that the grand object for which the Knights
had labored so earnestly was about to be attained. In view of
this contingency, they adopted a regular system of brow-beating,
almost unequaled in the history of the world. They coined the
appellation * Submissionist,” and applied it, with great bitterness,
to every man who indicated that he would await the committal
of some overt act before he was willing his state should go out of
the Union. Every editor and orator ander their control, or within
their hellish precinets, indulged in the most abusive epithets to-
ward loyal citizens. Ivery appeal was made to Southern pride
and Sonthern honor. Full well they knew the effects of this sys-
tem of “coercing” the Southern people into the inextricable vor-
tox of secession. Almost any really high-toned gentleman of the
South prefers death to the name “ coward,” which term was con-
sidered by the *chivalry" as synonymous with * Submissionist.”
"This devilish, domineering, and yet cowardly style of “firing the
Southern heart,” did more to induce men to enlist in the eanse ol
secession than any other that could have been adopted.

Further, it was now censidered a oood time to extend the Order
of the K. 3. €. Every man among them, therefore, who had
education enough to read the ritual, was delegated to go forth
and oreganize castles wherever he could find the material with
which to construct one. In drumming for the Order, the agents
took care to say nothing about the oviginal objects for which it
was framed, viz : the re-establishment of the African slave-trade
and the acquisition of slave territory. It was always represented
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to outsiders as a strietly “ anti-submission” Order, only designod
to aid in the securing of “Southern rights;"” and of course almost
every Southern man is for Southern rights, Castles were organ-
ized wherever a sufficient number could be got together for the
purpose, irrespective of regalia, emblems, or any of the regular
paraphernalia of the Order. Court-rooms, store-rooms, and even
smoke-houses and stables were used. New degrees were insti-
tuted, which were called “preliminary"” degrees. In these the
candidate saw but little of the *inner beauties' of the castle.
In the first, he was only sworn to resist the encroachments of
“abolitionism ™ with all his powers; in the second, he was sworn
to stand by the South, and especially his own state, and follow
her destinies, wherever they tended ; in the third, which was the
last of the * preliminary” degrees, he was oblizated to favor a
Southern Confederacy, and to pledge himself, and all that he had,
in its support, when it should be formed. 'The candidate was now
prepared to enter the Outer Temple of the castle, where he was
received according to the new ritual, (one framed und adopted in
October, 1860,) which reguired the most solemn pledges that the
initiate would never retrace a single one of his recent steps, and
that he would, to the utmost of his powers, aid in promoting the
formation of a Southern government. Further, this ritual de-
mands that o man shall consider no act toward the enemies of
“Southern rights" as too gross or unjust for him to commit. In
other words, he is required to swear that he will do anything to
punish “ Abolitionists” and bring them to terms, the injury of
their women and children excepted. This last feature, viz. : the
exception, is really the only redeeming one of the whole affair.
This ritual also gives the initiate license to kill any man whom
he has reason to believe is a real Abolitionist, in any way he
sees proper, and the Order is pledged to protect him to the end.
Time moved, and at last the joyful news of Mr. Lincoln's elee-
tion was trumpeted throughout the South. I say joyful, because,
to the Knights, it was the gladdest intelligence that could have
been borne them. All the principal castles now put on their
holiday garments, and men were heard in the streets to thank
God that the hour for “Southern deliverance had come.” (They
should have thanked the devil, because he is their master.) Cal-
houn Castle, located at Charleston, considered itself as second to
no place but Heaven, and hardly to that; and well might she
have felt proud, because she was the mother of Southern harlots,
and to her continuous and industrious workings, for many long
years, were to be attributed the michty growth of the secession
snake, which, when she first found it, was indeed a very young
one. No sooner had the news of the election of Lincoln been
received, than every Knight in Charleston mounted a cockade on
his hat, and ran through the streets, shouting, ‘*GrLory ! we are
free! we are independent! The d—d old Union is gone to hell!”
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Public meetings were called, and the greatest demonstrations
were made, EBverything was to be done in hot haste. All the
speeches that were delivered at this period by the Knights par-
took of the hot, precipitous character of the conspirators. Not-
withstanding their efforts to increase their numbers previous to
the election, they were still in the minority, even in the Gulf
States, and it was considered as fatal in the extreme to allow the
common people of the country the least opportunity for thought
or reflection. Many of these latter seemed to think that the
matter of secession should be left with the border Slave States,
it being clear to them that, inasmuch as these states were more
interested than theirs, they should be allowed a controlling voice.
Persons of this order of thinking termed themselves “ Co-opera-
tionists,” and favored the calling of a convention of all the Slave
States. Hon. A. H. Stephens, of Georgia, was their leader; and
had it not been for his great popularity, the co-operative theory
would have dwindled much sooner than it did. It is, however,
wonderful how the * Co-operationists,” with a clear majority in
every state but South Carolina, should have suffered themselves to
be driven into the whirlpool of secession by the brow-beating force
of the appellations * Submissionist,” * Abolitionist.”

It had never been the policy of the Knights to allow anything
to be settled by the majority in a fair way. The cause which they
advocated was not one which would admit of reflective delibera-
tion, and hence, to allow the people time to reason in the premises,
and determine the nltimate effects of secession upon the Slave
States, or to ascertain the administrative policy of the newly
elected President, would have proved fatal to their designs. 1%
was o fact which none could deny, that the Democracy had a clear
majority in both houses of Congress—a majority which could have
held the administration in check, however much it might have been
disposed to diverge from the path of constitutional rectitude—a
majority which might have literally tied the President hand and
foot, and have rendered him as incapable of encroaching upon
“Southern rights” as an oyster is of making an aérial voyage
across the Atlantie, or a Knight of getting to heaven—a majority
even of Breckinridge Democrats, who would rather have their
richt arms torn from their sockets than deny that the extension
of Slavery and the protection of the “ nigger™ is the genius of our
Constitution and the sole end of Christianity—men whose motto
was “nigger first! couniry second!” 1 say, all this was well
known to the intellizent men of the nation, and yet the Southern
people were constantly told that nothing but secession could save
them from a subjugation too horrible even to contemplate. All
the newspapers under the control of the K. G. C,, were constantly
teeming with editorials and contributions deeply deploring the
humiliating fact that there were “yet a few” men in the South,
“so unpatriotic to their states, and so untrue to themselves,”’ as to
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oppose a declaration of ‘Southern independence.” Secession
orators, unon the stump, branded eyery man of the slightest Union
tendency as a ‘““cowardly truckler” and a “traitor to “the South.”
Everything must IJ' done ?'mmcdt'm!cl_; it was .worse than folly to
await an overt act; Lincoln's election was, of itsclf, an overt act—
no time was to be lnst.

A weak cause always demands precipitancy. OFf this the
Knights were fullv nware, and, therefore, took the advantage of
the chagrined condition of the Southern people to ** rush matters.”
Complete arranzements for the whole secession movement had been

made lonz before the Presidential election, and, therefore, nothing
remained but fto earry it forward. No :ca;)m_.r was to be shown
the Government or the U. 8. LLW% after Lincoln’s ascension to the
executive chair. Ample provisions were made for stealing on a
large scale; United States senators and congressmen were to
proceed to Washington and receive their regular pay for black-
auarding the North, defaming the Government, and talking treason,
and then, so soon as their states had seceded, whip off home like
a thievinz hound leaves a meat-house, with a ham in his mouth
and his tail between his legs, All t]m plans for robbing the na-
tional treasury, securing . ‘8. arms, ete., were also being put into
execution, and the poople know the rnml]t They don't, ]mwmor
know all of them—that secession, with all its hellish mm‘mmhmﬂ
was the leritimate result of the wrnl‘.m'f% of a long and well or-

canized band of roBBERS, more damnable “than any who ever stood
on the footstool, and prraTEs blacker than any who have preceded
them to hell. Nor do they all know that some of the leading
spirits of this clique had been at the very heal of the American

covernment for four years and more. There are, ven yet, people
who do not like to acknowledge that such men a« < 'ohb ‘and Floyd
had been plotting the destruction of the —\m n sovernment,

and the robbing of its treasury for nearly
were 1n its cmplov

e time they

Finally, by the incessant hurrying and drivi: he Knights,
South Carolina was premplhted out of the Unio 1l her *in-
mlependtnn“ declared. 'This they considered ng the key-
stone out,” which would be followed by the tumbline o the whole
arch, as indicated by the motto inscribed upon s the Charles-
ton banners: “SourTH CAROLINA LEADS, OTHERS Wit FoLLOW”  No
advantage was to be lost, and the old adage . “{iive the devil an
inch and he will take a foot,” proved itw]l‘ trn 118 instance.
No sooner had the news of bouth Carolina's s reached the
principal cities in the Gulf States, than exc ctins were
thrown broadeast, cannons fired, public mass 3 called, ex-
citing speeches made, resolutions ‘drawn up, red! ulopted ™ bv
the crowd, and every other means of “firing t/: hern heart”
applied with great force. At all these me: and demon-

strations, special arrangements had been pre: made by the
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K. 3. C. for the adoption of the resolutions they intended pre-
sentine. Thus, it was generally arranged that a eertain number
of the “chivalry” should, after taking a sufficient quantity of the
inspiring beverage, go into the assembly where the meeting was
to be held, * hurra for South Carolina” and “the South,” and curse
Lincaln, the Union, and every man that would submitto “ Aboli
tion rule.”” OF course, respectable gentlemen knew not how to
successfully withstand this kind of bratal persuasion. 1 do not
know whether this could be ealled * coereion” or not; but I can
certainly see very little difference between whisky and mob sua-
sion, and what some people call evercion. Perhaps the question
might be =ettled by ‘&el_mtm‘, were it not that, in these latter days,
that inlerior lexicographer had been superseded by such learned
dignitaries as Vallandigham and Gen. Joe Lane. Now, about this
time, it was ascertained that the people in the North were getting
exceedingly anxious about the Union. The telegraph was re-
peatediy announcing the calling and holding of * big mass meet-
ings, the pussage of “ conciliatory resolutions,” ete. These were
laugled to seorn, derided, scoffed. One artistic Knight, who was
a nutive of Boston, Mass., even went so far as to produce a couple
of piciures expressive of the extreme plasticity of the Philadel-
phiais.  The first of these pictures presented a view of the citizens
of the City of Brotherly Love, immediately after the election of
Lincoiu, paying homage. to **Old Abe,” and a big “nigger” who
stood by his side as Mr. Hamlin. The second presented the same
citizens alter the secession of South Carolina, driving the  nigger,”
with clubs and hounds, back to that state, and kicking ** Honest
Old Abe"” off a rickety old bench, which bore the inscription
“ Cuicaco Prarrorm” unto another called “ Coxpromse.” These
pictures were reproduced in great numbers, and sent, per mail, to
every custle in the country. I'hey were also sent to certain private
individaals in some of the Northern Border State towns. 1 was
informed that no less than filty were mailed to northern Knights.
The offers of compromise, and the repeal'of Personal Liberty Bills
by the North were considered not only humiliating to those who
offered: them, but insulting to those to whom they were offered.
By some they were presumed to be hypocritical artifices, intended
to hold the South in the Union while she should be lashed by
slavery restriction. The truth is, the K. G. C. would accept no
compromise, and none could have been framed to suit them. Se-
cession they had been working zealously to achieve for several
years, and secession they were bound to have. They had ex-
pended time and money; they had sacrificed the last vestige of
honor, aud gone, heart and soul, into the most diabolical plots and
conspiracies [or secession, and no compromise short of the adop-
tion, by the North, of the proposed Confederate constitution, would
have satistied them.

It the mean time, there was immense excitement in Congress, as
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everybody knows. All sorts of modes of adjusiment were being
proposed there; almost every man seemed to have his own way of
“gayine the Union.” Knights heeded none, cared for none. But
among all others, the vigorous plan proposed by such men as
Wade, of Ohio, and Andy Johnson, of Tennessee, produced the
most decided effect. The only practical mode of affecting Seces-
<ionists is'to make them either angry or afraid. The speeches of
Johnson did both—angry, because he was decidedly hostile to
their plans, whereas being a Southron, they thought he should be
their friend-—afraid, because, in consequence of his great popu-
lavity in Tennessee, they had good reason to believe he might
prove a serious drawback to them in that state. 1f every Senator
and Coneressman who had taken the solemn oath to obey and
defend the United States Constitution had been as faithful to his
pledge as Johnson was, the Confederates would never have gained
the time on the government they did. But with a weak-spined,
indecisive, disconcerted, treacherous Congress, a majority ol
cenuine Knights in the Cabinet, and a literal Mup MAN in the
Presidential chair, they had ample time and facilities to drag six
more states out of the Union, occupy forts, steal arms, fortify
themselves, and laugh defiance in the very face of the government.

Among all the compromises proposed, that known as the Critten-
den Compromise seemed to attract most attention. 1t will be
comembered that Jeff Davis proposed that if the Republicans
would present this compromise “in good faith,” the South would
be satisfied. Never did a greater lie escape from under the forge-
hammer of the father of lies than was this, In the first place, he
(Davis) is one of the oldest Knights in the South, and had been
the chief devil in all the black work described in the preceding
pages, especially that of the three last years, to wib: IS.'"EH—'?}E*—_'GF.!,
and had sworn in castle to take the South out of the Union, 1f 1t
were in his power to do so. In the second place, he had written
all the principal castles to work steadily and earnestly: that the
Knichts in Congress and in the Cabinet were acting their parts
nobly, (the parts they had to perform were bluckguarding and
stealing,) and that everything hetokened the speedy achievement
of Southern independence. In the third and last place, he knew
that such o thing as the offering of the Crittenden Compromise
“in good faith,” by the Republicans, was an iiter impossibility.
Then, asks the reader, what was Davis's object in making the pro-
position? It was, that the eyes of the country mizht be blinded
to the real character and objects of the Secessionists, and thereby
an opportunity afforded for the more successful carrying out of
their nefarious plans, in the first place; and, in the second place,
that the people of the North might be led to believe that the
Southern States would be satisfied with what was, by many, thought
to be a fair compromise. The latter consideration was one of no
small value, since 1t was presumed that the offers of * {nir adjust-
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ment”’ by the South would go very far to strengthen and increase
their friends, and disarm their foes in the North. During the
early compromise discussions in Congress, many of the hotter
Secessionists in the Gulf States were declaring they would have
no compromise; but Jeff wrote them to be still and allow “things
to work as long as they would work,” as by that means “much
valuable time was to be gained.” The injunction was obeyed.
Finally, a “Peace Conference” was called by the commanding
voice of Virginia, and much “valuable time” was gained by its
pointless, useless deliberations. It was about as well known
before, as after, the meeting of the Peace Conference, that the
North would never aceept the proposed * ultimatum” of Virginia;
because, in truth, the so-called ultimatum was nothing more nor
Jess than the DBreckinridge platform stewed down; and the men
who drew it up, being mostly Knights, so far from wishing to
settle the disturbances of the country by it, only aimed to carry
out the deep laid plans of Davis, in allaying Northern suspicion,
dividing Northern sentiment, and winning Northern sympathy,
while their brothers in Washington were stealing, and those 1
the seceding states were robbing and preparing for defense.
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CHAPTER VI.

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN KNigurs—
MEN AND MEANS PROFFERED—THE PLAN TO ASSASSINATE LINCOLN
AND SEIZE THE CAPITAL—LINcoLN's INAUGURAL—THE “ CoERCION"
suGBEAR oF THE K. G. C.—ExorreMENT IN THE COTTON STATES—
ruE MILITARY SpiriT AROUSED—ILoYD's TREASON—STATEMENT OF
THE “STEALINGS —A REVIVAL oF THE UNION FEELING PRIOR TO
TuE FALL OF SuMTER—TiE * CoNFEDERATE STATES =~ GOVERN-
MENT=—=THE ATTACK ON :I"L'MTI'ZI\'.. A :"_:‘E_}l_"l'lll'll",.\' NECESSITY—THE
(ORDER BECOMING UNPOPULAR, AXD AN INCREASED MILITARY SPIRIT
NECESSARY TO REVIVE 1T—THE BORDER STATES AND THE Kxicnrs
THEREOF—SPERCH OF A KENTUOKIAN—THE RATTLESNAKE'S CHARM
—tHE LoveE ror THE AMERICAN Frac.

Dunixe the winter of 1860-'61, an extensive correspondence
was oing on between Southern and Northern Knights, in which
the latter were representing the attachment to “Black Repub-
licanism” as growing “small by degrees and beautifully less.”
Some of these correspondents even went so far as to undertake
to- prove that, in case of a revolt of the South, Mr. Lincoln, who
had not yet been inaugurated, could not raise half as many
men to ficht for ‘‘the Union, the Constitution, and the enforce-
ment of the laws,” as could be sent South to assist in maintain-
ing “ Southern rights,” I did not have an opportunity to read or
copy any of the numerous letters written by the Northern
“chivalry,” but was informed, by leading spirits of the Order, that
they had every assurance thaf they would obtain all the help in
the North they desired, both in the way of men and means. A
certain gentleman in Evansville, Ind., had promised a couple of
regiments, armed and equipped. A certain very prominent poli-
tician in Ohio had made a similar demonstration of his devotion
to the South. Another, of the latter stripe, in New York, had
promised a brigade of five thousand men, furnished for the war.
The above individuals were to procure their arms, ete., from the
United States in the same manner as those of their Southern
brethren had taken them in their section.

The inauguration of Lincoln being near at hand, some of the
K. G, C. bethought themselves that 1t would be a very fine idea
to assassinate him, and capture Washington, inasmuch as such a
thrilling movement would strike terror to the hearts of the “Abo-
litionists,’ afford an opportunity to rob the National Treasury,
and thus secure the entire field in advance. I am ashamed to
own that there were not a few sneaking devils north of Mason
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and Dixon's line who counseled this diabolical policy, and
promised assistance in its prosecution. Now, had it not been
for the encouragement given them from Northern quarters, the
Southern Castles would never have matured the plan for the Capi-
tal's seizure as far as they did.

The plan alluded to, of which the people of the country gener-
ally had several hints, was as follows: About one thousand men,
armed with bowie knives and pistols, were to meet secretly at
Baltimore, where they were to secure the services of the Plug
Uglies. Thence they were to proceed to Washington, on the day
previous to the inauguration, and stop at the hotels as private
citizens, after which their leader was to reconnoiter and select the:
most effective mode of operations on the succeeding day. This
scheme was not encouraged by Jeff Davis, as he was not yet quite:
erazy enouch to think that a few dozen of the “chivalry’ could
terrify the whole world by one demonstration. Wigfall, however,
thought it a “ecapital” idea, in more senses: than one, and urged
its vizorous prosecution, Fortunately, the plot was discovered,. to

some extent, in time to give Gen. Scott an opportunity to present
some very foreible, and, with the K. G. C., decisive arguments
acainst it. I know the Governor of Maryland tried to make it
appear that no contemplated plan for the: assassination of the
President elect existed; but he really knew about as little of the

, matter as Mr. Lincoln himself, and had he known it, would doubt-

less have done all in his power to conceal the matter, when he
saw the preparations being made to prevent it, in order to pre-
serve the fair fame of Baltimore. Finally, the day for the inauge-
ration (March 4, 1861) arrived, and the presence of Scott's U. 5.
troops, and the grim appearance of his flying artillery, made the
occasion as peaceful as it was imposing The anxiously looked
for inaurural address was delivered, and sent forth on the wings
of the telezraph to all parts of the country. In the South it was
vecoived as a ‘‘coercive’” document, while in the North, the ma-
jority regarded it as a conservative exposition of policy. Even
the majority of Northern Democrats with whom I had an oppor-
tunity of conversing, thought the President could have said no
less than he did, and abide hy the Constitution. The mere inti-
mation econtained in the inaugural speech that the laws would be
enforced. was all the Knichts desired. This was “coercion”
enouch for them, and, in their estimation, no epithet was too con-
temptible to apply to those who indorsed i, whether living North
or South. Here was another chance to sweep loyal Southern men
from their position of honor into the secession hell.

After Mr, Lincoln's inauguration, one of the first questions for
him to settle was, * What shall we do with the Confederates and the
forts?” A question more difficult of solution never came before an
administration. Mr. Floyd, Buchanan's Secretary of War, had
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devoted about one out of the four years of the preceding adminis-
tration to the removal of arms in large quantities from the Northern
and Border Slave States to the six Cotton States, while Toucey, the
then Secretary of the Navy, had sent the large majority of our
available ships-of-war to distant foreign stations—so far off, in fact,
that they have not, even at the date 1 am now writing, returned ;
Charleston rebels had garrisoned Fort Moultrie, and erected the
most powerful and effective batteries all around Sumter, supported
by a force of seven thousand men: in all the seven seceded states
men by thousands were being mustered into the “ Confederate ”
service, drilled and equipped for war; and, more deplorable than
all else, there were scores of men in the loyal states who declared
they could not sapport Mr. Lincoln in a “eoercive” policy. In
short, the new Administration was literally tied hand and foot,
and the most that it could do was to await the course of events,
and take opportunity by the forelock.

Lest some persons should doubt the truth of the allegations |
have made against Floyd, I have thought it well to present the
proofs. The following is from the Richmond Ezaminer, a South-
ern paper, especially devoted to the cause of secession :

“The facts we are about to state are official and indisputable.
Under a single order of the late Secretary of War, the Hon. Mr.
Floyd, made during last year, (1860,) there were one hundred
and fifteen thousand improved muskets and rifles transferred from
the Springfield armory and Watervliet arsenal to different arsenals
in the South., The precise destination that was reached by all
these arms, we have official authority for stating to have been as
follows :

Percussion Altered Percnssion

Muskets. Muskets. Rifles.
Charleston (S. C.) Arsenal......... 9,280 5,720 2,000
North Carolina Arsenal............ 15,408 9,520 2,000
Augusta (Ga.) Arsenal......csrr... 12,380 7,620 2,000
Mount Vernon, Alabama.........s 9,280 5,720 2,000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana............18,520 11,420 2,000

“The total number of improved arms thus supplied to five de-
positories in the South, by a single order of the late Secretary of
War, was 114,860. What numbers are supplied by other and
minor orders, and what number of improved arms had, before the
grf:ntdorder, been deposited in the South, can not now be ascer-
tained.”

Besides this, a Memphis paper gives the following list of seiz-
ures’’ of Federal arms by the Confederates, other than those in
Floyd's list:

s
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Baton Rouge....... ua'ssiesuaie sassinetovinse eosasesorsns vessesensns 10,000
Alabama Arsenal......... ARt e N e B )
Elizabeth, North Caroling...c.ceeeeeseesieissesssennsensioses 30,000
Fayetteville, North Caroling...ccseeee. Sfoiar ieer Tes s . 35,000
Charleston ....cceasesssessers T T T T R T PR B .. 23,000
NOrfOLI civcsncessnssssansasnsssnpsncasansssssass e ALY e 7,000

TP Ob Y i es st iassathiassntstsarnrannispns e i st st ares mad g 193,000

Thus it appears that nearly three hundred thousand of the best
arms of the Federal Government were put within the reach of its
gworn enemies long before the election of Abraham Lineoln to
the Presidency; and yet there were men among us, pretending to
be loyal, who, up to the very day of Sumter's bombardment, de-
clared the “South only wanted her rights;” that she could be easily
“gompromised back into the Union;" and that it would be a fra-
tricidal crime to “coerce’” her. Aeccording to the advanced views
of this progressive age, it is very wrong to “coerce " a regularly
organized band of burglars and robbers to justice. I presume
that if the devil was to lead his impish legions to the very portals
of Paradise, and threaten to bombard the New Jerusalem, it
would be very “coercive” in Jenovam to send Michael and his
army to repulse him.

Time progressed, and it began to appear that Lincoln’s course
was to be a peaceful one. This had the effect to induce the Union
men of the South—for there were yet many there—to believe that,
perhaps, a brighter day was ahead. In fact, the Union feeling
was becoming so strong, from the lapse of excitement, that, toward
the close of March, Union flags were raised in Mobile and Natchez.
The Knichts were not blind to this reaction. A little time and
reflection, they knew, would ruin their enterprise. Meantime,
many who had been “coerced” into castle were withdrawing, and
it became clearly obvious that, without some new excitement, the
cause of the devil would suffer a most inglorious defeat in Ala-
bama, at least. The truth is, the people in nearly all the Cotton
States were growing tired of so much extra taxation and slavish
drudgery for the mere sake of sustaining the name of the * South-
ern Confederacy.” As a means of keeping up * the interest,” the
Montgomery Congress appointed and sent commissioners to Wash-
ington to treat with the President, a good deal after the manner
that his Satanic Majesty treated with Jesus Christ on the mount.
If these commissioners were not officially received, it was to be
taken for granted that Lincoln intended * coercion; ™ and yet no
human being, with any knowledge of the Federal Constitution,
could explain how the President could negotiate with the “ Con-
federate Commissioners” without violating his oath. The Confed-
erate Congress, which had met at Montgomery, framed a Consti-
tution, elected a President, (Davis,) a Vice President, (Stephens,)
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and formed a provisional, or, more properly speaking, bogus gov-
ernment, could not confer the constitutional authority upon Lin-
coln to receive their bastard commissioners; Mr. Lincoln himself
oould not do it without haying a new constitution forged for the
oocasion—which a good many Northerners seemed anxious he
should do; so what, in the name of common sense, could be done
to prevent that thing, so much dreaded by Northerners, and so
terribly hated by Southrons, called *‘coercion 2"

In the mean time, something was to be done with Forts Sumter
and Pickens. If they were not ovacuated, that was to be consid-
ered “coercion;” if they were to be reinforced, that was awful
“coercion;’” finally, if their starving earrisons were to be furn-
ished something to eat, that was ‘ freacherous coercion.” In short,
everything looking toward the retention of the Iederal property
was construed into “coercion.” The *Confederate Commission-
ers” proposed to purchase the United States property within their
boundary, in order to «gave bloodshed.,”! The leaders in the bogus
oovernment desired to create the impression that they intended to
exhaust every peaceable method for securing the acknowledgment
of their independence before resorting to arms, while, in reality,
the uppermost desire in their piratical hearts was that they might
have a battle; for, without a battle or two, there was not the least
hope that the Border Slave States could be induced to secede. In
proof of this assertion, I refer the reader to the historical fact that,
when Mr. Lincoln had, through the advice of his military func-
tionaries, concluded to evacuate Sumter, the authorities at Charles-
ton refused to allow it on any other than their own conditions.
They would agree to nothing but an uneonditional surrender;
would not allow that the fort should be claimed as United States
[)ropcrt_v, nor that Major Anderson should even be allowed to sa-

ute his flag, on leaving it.

The ostensible ohjects, therefore, in sending the “Confederate
Commissioners” to Washington were, in the first place, fo procure
a battle; in the second place, to avail themselves of suflicient
time and sympathy to make ample preparations for the future;
and, in the third place, by their hypoeritical pretensions to a de-
sire for peace, to inflame and draw off the Border Slave States.

Prominent members of the K. G. C. in the latter-named states
had written to the authorities in Montgomery, informing them that
the Order was becoming so unpopular in their region that, in
many instances, castles were obliged to surrender their charters;
that their neizhbors were becoming even discusted with the Pro-
visional Government and the movements of the seceded states, and
that without something to excite their Southern pride, the cause
would be lost beyond redemption. A battle at Sumter or Pick-
ens would excite that pride, and advantage must be taken of the
first opportunity for a collision. I was in Kentucky about this

time, (latter part of March, 1361,) and many of the best citizens
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of that state told me that they (the Kentuckians) had no sympa- |
thy with South Carolina, the leader of the rebellion; that they {
even hated her, but that in case of a “coercive pohcy on the
part of the F ederal Admm:atration, State pride would carry them
with her.

Southern pride is a thing of remarkable sensitiveness; so sen-
sitive, in fact, that, when wounded, it induces men who pretend
to be ver y 1:1te|I1¢rr-nt to overlook all their political, soeial, and
personal interests for the mere sake of resentment. I heard a
man deliver a speech in Owensboro’, Kentucky, in which he
declared that secession was uneoust:futmn 1, and ‘that ever vy intel-
'{ lizent man knew there was no such thing as * the right of seces-
' sion;' that, under existing circumstances, there was no excuse
justifying the act; that the mere election nf any man according
to the preseribed mode of the Constitution, did not justify any
3 state in leaving the Union; that Lincoln had done nothing to
warrant such an action; that it was not probable he would; and
that, in reality, every man who favored or advocated secession
Was, .mvurdm r to the laws of nations and uccordmg to the laws

! of the United States, a traitor and a rebel. * But,” said he, ‘ our i
interests, our sympathies are with the South, and we must £0 [
wherever she does. If we do not, we are lost, irrecoverably lost.” ]
He then referred to the fact th: at, during the late pwaulentml *

F canvass, he had labored ze LII-;)u-IY for the election of Bell and !

Everett; that he had always heen a Union man, had ever loved

| the Union, and that no man had ever done more to prevent dis-
solution than he, as long as he thought it rational to indulge

hope, but that the secession of South Carolina was, to him, the
death-knell of the Union. Then, in the most touching and elo-

quent terms, he alluded to the old American flag; said that with

his very mother's milk he had imbibed an indeseribable love and
reverence for that flag; that his grandfather had spent the vigor -

{ of his youth and 1!10 flower of his manhood in defending the
, banner of the free in '76; that his father, with his only uncl{.‘
F (David Crockett,) had hoth fallen upon the battle-field, each i]!rht—
) ing, as long as life and action remained, to sustain th e honor of
1 the glorious old stars and stripes; that no flag on e.n‘th could
F

ever occupy tl'o ple 1ce in his affections that the old American

| ensien had. * But,” said he, “I do not like the hands it has
r: fallen into. I am a Southern man, we are all Southern men, and
J a Northern sectional candidate has l_nLLn elected by a sectiona.

vote, Our sister Southern States have become indignant at this
action, and have seceded from the Union; and althmwll we—many
of us, at least—part with the old Union and the old flag with sighs
| and regrets, we are 1u1m-\1 to do it, or submit ourselves to a tyran-
nical and op 'Iil'.“*\l'f ‘ Abolition’ 111:1]01'1t\, where we will be worse
than slaves. There would have heen no necessity for this act of
rebellion—for rebellion it is—if our sisters on the Gulf coast had
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staid in the Union, and therchy preserved a Democratic majority.

So that it is not really any objection to the old Government, or

hatred to Lincoln, that carries a great many of us with the seced-

ine states, but & consciousness of our absolute inability to stand

alone and single-handed against the North, who undoubtedly will, .

now that so many Southern States have gone, rule us with a rod ¢

of iron.”

' The foregoing is, substantially, a speech made in Owensboro',
. on the evening of March 28 1861, by J. W. Crockets, of Ken-
' tucky. I have quoted it from memory. The best I could do, ]

therefore, was to give the substance. 'The style of the speaker can

never be conveyed to one that never heard him. J. W. Crockett
is an orator of great force and surpassing cloquence, and I do not
remember to have ever heard a speech that produced the effect
on me that this one did. The speaker was naturally a noble man,
of generous impulses and warm sympathies, of hopeful soul and
atriotic heart, but in the worst company that could have been |
selected for him. As he spoke of the glory of the old flag and
the love he bore it, tears gathered in his eyes and trickled down
his cheeks, which were covered with the blush of shame; the
expression of his large gray eye was that of mingled sorrow and
regret, while his manly breast heaved tumultuously, almost to the
choking of his utterance. In short, he seemed as *‘a strong man 5
bound;” without the power of escaping from those who were ap-
plying to him the excoriating lash of disunion, and foreing him
to utter Zheir sentiments, not his. He had been taught by his !
mother to love the country and the flag for which his father had
dieds he had been taught by her to respect the truth and ac-
knowledge the superior claims of justice; he had been taught to
avoid evil and keep out of the way of evil doers. But the insid-
ious serpent of secession had coiled itself about his soul, fastened
its Poisunous fangs upon his heart, and destroyed his manhood.
Nor is he the only one who has been falsely lured from the
path of loyalty into the disunion hell. Hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of others are in the same deplorable condition. Who is
silly enough to presume that men thus humbled by the remem-
brance of the past, men thus oppressed by the weight of a guilty
conscience, can ficht for what they know to be an unjust cause,
as the soldier of freedom can battle for the Union, the Constitu-

- tion, and the star-spangled banner? 1 am fully convineed that,

: before this war is ended, hundreds of Knights who have been 3

[ “ goerced” into castle and the advocacy of secession, will ask pro-

B 1} tection under the flag of the Union. Will not the response of

! every true American be, “They shall have it?"

! . Buat I am about to allow my feelings to carry me too far from "

! the point. The object in quoting so largely from the speech of i

' J. W. C—— was to show that the Southern people were growing

absolutely tired of secession, and that some even of the K. G C

{
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were beginning to reflect, and repent of their crimes. The Confed-
erate leaders were not blind to these facts. Something, therefore, |
to frenzy their blood, and prevent them from returning to sanity, -
was indispensable to self-preservation. Meantime, South Carolini-
y ans were *'spoiling for a ficht.” They had gone to too much expense
and trouble not to have one. Mr. Lincoln having refused to sac-
rifice his own and the nation’s honor on the altar of the “ nigzer
baby,” by not submitting to Jeff Davis's demand of an unconditional
surrender of Forts Sumter and Pickens, it was considered that a
fine opportunity for arousing the spirit and pride of the “ chival-
ry” had arrived. 1t was now generally understood to be the policy
of the Administration to retain the forts without reinforcements,
But as the earrisons could not live without something fo eat, and
as their supplies were about exhausted, the reprovisioning of the
forts was unavoidable. The attempt to earry food to Sumter by
an unarmed vessel was the siznal for its hombardment, April 12,
1861, which resulted in its final surrender. Meanwhile, it had
been threatened that, at the shedding of the first blood, an army
would immediately be ready to march on Washington; and num-
bers of weak-minded men in the Border States were saying that,
although they had voted for Bell and Everett, and done all they
could to prevent dissolution, yet, in case a fight oceurred, they
would be forced to go with the South. i
2eally, this thing called Southern sympathy is the most remark-
able thing I have ever come in contact with. To illustrate:
! Qome time before the battle at Fort Sumter, a secession flag was
being raised in Mobile, around which were gathered several men
who had, until the departure of their state from the Union, been
warmly opposed to disunion. Among these was a man who, in
all respéets, bore the marks of a gentleman. When the flag was
ran up, and the erowd were cheering it lustily, this man, to be
in the fashion, took off his hat, waved it three times round his
head without saying a 'word; and just as he was replacing 1t,
turned from the intent zaze of a bitter secessionist who stood at
his elbow, and drawing a long sigh, remarked, in a suppressed
tone, to himself: * But that is not the star-spangled banner. It
| will necer be the flag of AMERicA; and who can hope for the
protection under it we enjoyed under the stars and stripes?"”
Another instance: 1 was in Kentucky immediately after the Sum-
ter engagement, and the Knights in the town I was stopping at
¢ having thoroughly “fired the Southern heart,” and forced nearly
every man either into their own way of thinking or to utter
silence, were, on the 15th of April, engaged in hoisting a J. D.
flag, with fifteen stars instead of seven. In the assembly cathered
for this treasonable purpose was a gray-haired veteran of ninety-
I' six years, who had served through the war of 1812, and had also
fought in the frontier wars; was a colonel under Harrison, and
was in the battle of Tippecance. When the emblem of rebellion
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had her-n thrown to the breum, and the half-drunken erowd were
expressing their approbation in demoniac yells, the old soldier,
for the first time in several years, raised himself erect, and, with
tears in his eyes, remarked: “7 am as good a Southern fazfﬂf!?
man as anybody, but I can never rec ognize that ﬂuq 1 could fight
the Yankees or. z’ftc devil under the stars and stripes, but under
no other cn.t..wn

Thus it is with thousands who will c-:nmpmc the rebel army.
The infatuation which induces the belief that they are to fight in
defense of their * homes,” “uwhta, "and “sacred soil)” which are
being invaded by a l‘uthlth:: foe, is nothing to {'omp are with the
P"ltrlotlb love and veneration for the stars and stripes which per-
vades the entire body of our soldiery. And this feeling has not
altogether died out with those who will fight against that flag,
under such misguided leaders as Jeff Davis and Beauregard. The
Southern people have, in every war in which we ]m\ hitherto
been engaged, displayed great courage and gallantry; but I firmly
believe that the demoralizing influence of the unholy cause in
which they are now required to enlist, will render them totally
incapable of retaining their former prestige
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CHAPTER VIIL

Tur BoumsarpMENT oF ForT SumTER—ITS EFFECT UPON THE BORDER
Srares—AceNTs oF THE K. . C. AT WORK—THEIR COOL RECEP-
rioN IN SovrHERN INpraxa Axp IoniNois—Gac raw axp Mos
RULE—PRENTICE, GUTHRIE, JOHNSON, AND BROWNLOW COLASSED AS
4 HARD-SHELLS ' —THE MANNER IN WHICH PROSELYTES ARE MADE—
THE CANDIDATE IN THE ANTE-ROOM—THE * PrELIMINARY DEGrEES,”
raeir Forms, Syympors, AND Oarus—rHE “ OvTER TEMPLE'—ITS
INITIATORY CEREMONIES—THE OUTSIDE DESIGNS OF THE ORDER—HOW
CoxvENTIONS, LEGISLATURES, AND ELECTIONS ARE CONTROLLED—
URntents' Sarery Granps” axp “Kxieats Garnaxt' —SouTH-
ErRN LADIES SENT NORTH AS SPIES—Praxs 170 DESTROY PROPERTY
AT THE NORTH—NORTHERN SYMPATHIZERS,

Tur battle at Fort Sumter had, to a considerable extent, the
effect in the Border States that the secession leaders desired it
ghould, Virginia was, by the villainous acts of the Knights,
declared out of the Union, as was likewise Arkansas and Ten-
nessee, and it was fully expected that every remaining Southern
State would =oon follow, for without all of them it was not hoped
to make a successful attack on Washington. It was also confi-
dently expected, from the representations of Northern men, that
their section would be greatly divided in sentiment, and that much
assistance might be looked for in that direction. It is not to be
wondered at that they should have expected succor from the
North, when, up to the very day of Lincoln’s proclamation, such
influential men as the Hon. Mr. B , and . of Indiana,
the Hon. Mr. V=—, of Ohio, and other equally prominent men
had promised that thousands of men in the North * would help
the South, if the South would help herself.” This latter quotation
I take from the speech of an Indiana State Senator, made in Ken-
tucky bufi a few days before the bombardment of Fort Sumter
Said Honorable has since renounced * the faith” and gone over to
the side of the Union. Many others have * gone and done like-
wise.” Hope their repentance is genuine, and that they will
*‘bring forth fruits meet for repentance.”

About this time, agents were sent into 2ll the border Slave and
Free States to stir up the Southern feeling, assist in the convoca-
tion of Secession Conventions, and do all they could in the promo-
tion of that outside pressure which is indispensable to secession
everywhere. The first thing for these agents to do, was to institute
castles wherever o sufficient number of the friends of ' Southern
Rights” could be called together for the purpose. Those delegated
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to Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas, Virginia, ete., rﬂ[{n‘ted favorably;
but those who visited Southern Indiana and other Northern border
States, found the soil and climate very unfavorable, not only to the
growth of secession sprouts, but to their own personal comfort. To
their great mortification, they saw that no man north of the Ohio
river was willing to tie the portion of the state in which he lived
to the tail end of the rattlesnake, or fizht under the flag of three
stripes and seven stars. Whenever one of these Southern agents
came in contact with a native Northern Knight, he was immedi-
ately advised that the *“ Abolitionists” had the whole North, and
that it was even inimical to one’s individual well-being to say any-
thing indicating sympathy with Jeff Dayvis. The result was that
they left in great disgust. Meanwhile, the Northern Secessionists
found the Union, or, as they term it, “ Abolition” feeling, growing
so strong that they were denied the “liberty of speech,” and were
forced to content themselves with stretching their countenances,
drawing long sighs, and deploring * the condition of the country.”

The knowledge of the fact that the whole North, with its superior
population and wealth, was a unit in defense of the Union; that
Southern Indiana and Illinois would not * secede and go with the
rattlesnake government; that not a corporal's guard of men could
be found in any Northern State who would fizcht under any other
than the old flag; that many hitherto staunch Knights in the
North were withdrawing from their castles, some of them even
enlisting in the United States service, and that, consequently, they
had been most grossly deceived respecting the status of Northern
affairs—T say, a consciousness of these facts did more to retard
the progress of rebellion than anything else for the time. A vigor-
ous attempt would have been immediately made after the battle
at Sumter to capture the United States’ Capital but for the said
reverse the cause of disunion had met with in the great North.
But the chagrin experienced in consequence of their unexpected
disappointment in the Free States, only nerved the K. G. C. to
more powerful efforts in the South. Castles were built up at every
little town and cross-roads where one dozen of the faithful could
be mustered. In every locality where they had the majority, and
even in some instances where they were in the minority, the gag-
law was brutishly enforced by mob suasion, Wherever they had
the power to carry forward their designs in the Border Slave
States, they were to denounce, in the bitterest terms, every man
who would not work in concert with them. Men, whether natives
of North or South, who opposed them, were to be dealt with as
traitors. I saw a man ordered to leave a little town on the Ken-
tucky shore, in half an hour's time, or remain and be hung,
although he had been born and reared in the place. In short,
all the “coercive” appliances were to be used in Border States
which had been so successful in the seceded States. But one very
serious obstacle in the path of their progress was the strong and
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decided stand which some of the ablest and most influential of
their own statesmen were taking in favor of the Union. Such
men as Prentice, Harney, Guthrie, Dixon, Brownlow, Johnson,
Nelson, and others of that class, stood greatly in their way. These
were men to be feared far more than Northern foes, for their
talents. and influence in the South, being commensurate with their
patriotism, their blows at the snake of secession were powerful
and effective. All hail to those patriotic giants who, even yet,
with their love of country undimmed by the sulphurous smoke of
the despotic hell by which they are surrounded on every hand,
dare to unsheath their claymores and wield them in defense of
that government to which they have ever stood devoted. In order
to the rapid propulsion of the secession car, such men as the afore-
mentioned were either to be persuaded off the track, or run over.
In other words, if it was found impossible to win them over to
secession, they were to be made way with. In castle numerous
plans were proposed to effect these designs. Brownlow and John-
son they did not hope to convert to their faith; consequently they
were to have their “lights put out.” But it was thought that pos-
sibly, by getting up a strong outside pressure, such as Prentice
and Guthrie might be induced to recant. In fact, there were
scores of Knights who, notwithstanding their new-born zeal in the
cause of the devil, still loved Prentice. He had been their great
cuide when they were old Whigs; he had, for many years, led them
in his own channel of political philosophy; he had, from their
earliest recollections, invigorated them with his wit and inspired
them with his poetry. In short, he had been the monarch of their
souls. the idol of their affections; and it was no ordinary punish-
ment to them to be forced to part with him now. They were,
therefore, willing to extend to him more than ordinary lenity,
gincerely hoping that in time he would see the “error of his
ways,” and repent in ‘“‘sack cloth and ashes.” They also pre-
sumed that Prentice, once fairly on the side of disunion, and
Kentucky was out in a hurry. But for others, for whom they
lacked the affection they bore Prentice, and who, they apprehended,
could never, by any influence, be induced to desert the oLD sHIP,
they had in store a vigorous treatment. Various plans were pro-
posed in castle to get what were termed the hard-shells out of the
way. Some of them were to be insulted, and, by that means, drawn
into o ficht, which was to terminate in their murder. Others were
to be poisoned, or assassinated. No act was to be considered
eriminal which had for its object the destruction of * Abolition-
ists.” I heard one man say in Kentucky, that he could cut Arch
Dixon's throat with more pleasure than he could eat his dinner
when hungry. At the time 1 left the latter-named state, I fully
expected, from what I had seen and heard in castle and out, that
several of her hest statesmen would have been foully dealt with
ere this. They were, however, put on their guard, to my knowl-
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edge, and that, together with the great reaction which has taken
place in many partq of thtuv]u,, has, doubtless, prevented the
commission of some of the blackest erimes ever recorded.

The extent to which dark and villainous intricuery is being
practiced by the Knights of the Golden Cirele, or, as they should
be termed, The Impx of Hell, at this time, has r wrely ever been
equaled in the annals of lnwhwm. robbery, The very manner in
which they make proselytes is in itself more damnable than any-
thing which even that old serpent, the devil, has ever invented.
For instance, .2 man comes into town from the farming districts.
He is immediately beset on all sides, .mel questioned respecting
his politics, ete. ,in the following manner: ‘‘ Sir, are you a Southern
J.{llfhtw man ? © “Well, yes, 1 believe I go in for the rights of the
South.” * Well, there are one or two gentlemen up here at the
corner, Mr. and Dr. , who desire to see you a fe A
minutes. Will you be kind enouzh to go with us?" “Certainly.’
They proceed to the “corner” spoken of, when the * gentlemen '

alluded to come forward, take the farmer }_Jy the hand, grecting him®

rery warmly, and ask him if he would not like to co-operate with
them in a plan to defend the “homes and fi!‘:'ﬁil]L"'” of himself
and neighbors against “ Yankee invasion.” “ Why, are they going
to invade us?’" *“Yes, certainly. We haye it, upon reliable
authority, that several hundred of the d d Hoosiers are within
a few hours’ march of this place.” By this time the old man's
eyes begin to stand out so plumply from their orbits, that in passing
oo near a brush fence there would be danger of him losing them;
and with his jugulars |11u'r1|1='Ein" like ropes from either side of his
neck, and his mouth lluuwn wide open, he lml'; helches out the
indignant interrogatory: “ Wuar Hoosiers?” “ Why, some of
those Abolition Hoosiers from Pike, and Posey, and Gibson
counties, with a large number from the Yankee portion of the
state up about the lakes. You know those Abolitionists in Pike,
who have always been in the babit of hiding our niggers when they
ran up abous | atershurg, don' tyou?” “Ye-es, 1 have often heard
of them.” * Well, they are at the head of the gang,” “ Well, I want
1t distinetly mulm-mml that I am in all over for any plan mwmh d
to check or punish {Zem.” The old gentleman is now asked to take
a glass of Bourbon—a request with which every Kentuckian will-
ingly complies—and go “up stairs” with them. On arriving ‘“up
stairs” he meetsseveral, perhaps a eouple of dozen, of the * chivalry,”
by whom ke is surrounded and warmly welcomed. He is now led
into an ante-room and requested to be seated until castle is opened.
Castle being opened, fifteen—if they have that number present—
of the Kniy rlm proceed to the ante-room, form a crescent-shaped
cirele, from the center of which the captain and lieutenant step
forward a little in front, when the old gentleman is led by the
conductor in front, facing the :Llurum*nuunul uillwlx, and .r-Lc:J
by the chief lm:ght, if “he has any ohjection to entering an Order
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which, while it will not interfere with his religious sentiments nor
political views, has for its main object the maintenance of Southern
rights and the protection of Southern homes.” He replies in the
negative. He is then asked if he is willing to bind himself in an
oath to aid and assist them in the furtherance of these objects.
He answers in the affirmative. He has now passed what is termed
‘the first of the *preliminary degrees,” and is welcomed to the
circle by a general shake-hands. The-officers and the circle retire,
while some one of the faithful remains outside to talk to him of the
grandeur, the beauties, and the sublime and holy objects of the
Order. ‘Presently a rap is heard at the door of the ante-chamber,
and the question is asked by the gnard: “ Who comes 2" To which
the lieutenant replies: “The friends of Southern rights, to welcome
a brother.” The door isthen opened, and the circle again appears,
the lieutenant bearing in his left hand a large crescent with
fifteen stars set in its sides. Old gentleman is again brought up
facing the captain and lieutenant, who are stationed in the front
of the circle as before. The chief now enters into a somewhat
elaborate explanation of the reasons why they conduct the pro-
ceedings of the Order in a secret manner; among other things,
telling the candidate that such a manner of proceeding 1is
necessary to concert and unity, which are the two first indis-
‘pensables to success; and also that such a course is calculated
to promote a fraternal and brotherly feeling among them; that
the experience of the world has taught us that secret organizitions
are far more effective than public ones, the prejudice of many
good people to the contrary notwithstanding.

These explanations having been made, eandidate 1s asked if
'he is now willing to tuke an oath that he will never reveal anything
he may see or hear during his initiation. He replies in the affir-
mative. The oath is now administered; and being further sworn
to stand devoted to the cause and fortune of the South, he i1s con-
sidered through the second of the * preliminary " degrees. Circle
with officers retire, the requisite preparations are made in the
arrangement of symbols, ete., and castle is ready to receive can-
didate into the hall. At the proper signal he is led by conductor
from the ante-chamber into castle, where he is again met by the
circle, as in the last-named instance. Candidate is now to swear,
in the presence of “God and these witnesses,”" (it should be in the
presence of the devil and his imps,) that he " will aid and assist,
to the extent of his ability, in promoting a permanent separation
of all the Southern from the Northern States,” and that he will,
“both individually, and in concert with the brethren composing
this Order, use his utmost efforts to ferret out, punish, and expel
from Southern borders, all who, either directly or indirectly, favor
the enemies of Southern rights.,”” Having given his assent to this,
he is considered through the third and last of the * preliminary ™
degrees. Candidate is again conducted to ante-chamber, when
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castle makes full preparations for receiving him into Outer Temple.
These having been effected, initiate is again led into the hall, and
received into the embrace of the circle as before. Circle now
incloses him by forming a complete ring, when the chief an-
nounces to him, in the most solemn and dignified manner, that
i he is now a Kxtanr oF THE Gorpex Cirere.” This is positively the
first time he hears his name, and, in some instances, it makes him,
as the Hoosiers say, *look wild.” He is now sworn to regard his
duty to his state and his state authorities, and his home and do-
mestic interests as “ paramount to his duty to the United States
Constitution and all other human enactments.” The pass-word,
which is changed every three months, or oftener, if it is necessary
to prevent impositions, is then given him, tozether with the signs
of the Order, and he is, in all respects, a member of the Outer
Temple of the —— Castle of the Knights of the Golden Circle.

It will be observed that some insignificant changes have been
made in the ritual within the last few months, by comparing the
foregoing initiation with what has been said, in previous pages, of
the form of receiving members one year or less ago. Just here
I will remark that with the K. G. C. the ritual is by no means
as permanent or unalterable as that of most other secret orders;
and, in fact, nearly every castle is in the habit of modifying this
instrument to suit the *‘ peculiar” demands of the immediate
locality in which it is intended to be used. For instance, in Ken-
tucky and other Border States, in latter days, the various initiatory
steps to the Inner 'Cemple are much more aradual and conservative
than they are in the Cotton States; and, in many cases, where
it is known that the candidate is a more than usually moral man,
and somewhat sensitive respecting oaths, the chief has the privi-
leze of laying aside the ritual for the most part, and tolling the
applicant in on his own hook. But the supposed case just cited
unfolds the general plan, and it will be seen that the most flagrant
misrepresentations, and the most unscrupulous lying are resorted
to for the purpose of making additions. An honestly disposed
man is picked up in the street, and is hardly aware of 1t before he
has taken the most binding oaths to violate the constitution of his
country, trample the United States laws under his feet, and assist,
with bis whole power, in the carrying out of the most treasonable
and diabolical crimes against the government and its supporters.
But so far as the government and formal regulations of the castles
are concerned, they are of very little importance within themselves.
It is the outside designs of the Order at this time, and the various
plans adopted, from time to time, to prosecute them, that should
receive most attention, inasmuch as they threaten not only the
subsequent ruin and destruction of the American Republic, but
menace the happiness and well-being of every neighborhood and
family north of Mason and Dixon's line, especially those of the
western Border States.
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T will now proceed to give a systematic exposition of these de-
signs, and their modes of prosecution, as far as I was able to obtain
a direct knowledze of them up to the time I left the South, im-
mediately after the fall of Sumter. In the first place, in order to
dras the Border Slave States out of the Union, it is determined
upon to either “coerce” the State Legislatures into the calling
of conventions for the passace of secession ordinances, or call one
themselves, throuch the Governor or otherwise. In the second
place, in the election of delecates to such conventions they are
bound to have their own kind of men chosen by the use of the
following appliances: [First, Large numbers of Knights from
adjoining states are to be imported, armed, and prepared for any
emergency. These are to attend the elections, and, if they can not
succeed in casting their own illegal votes, are to stand around the
polls, and by curses, threats, and even violence, if necessary, force
weak-spined Union men to vote the Secession ticket. Second,
Knichts of the Inner Temple are, if possible, to be chosen as
tollors and clerks of the various precincts at the day of election.
Third. Between the time of the announcement and the holding of
said election, all, or at Ieust as many as possible, of those who are
known to be staunch, immovable Union men, are to be driven out
of their state, detained from the election, either by stratagemor force,
or made way with, Nothing but the overawing influence of vastly
superior numbers of resolute Union men, or the presence of United
States soldiery, can prevent the carrying out of this part of the
programme. After the submission of the ordinance to the popular
vote by the convention, the same means are to be used in further-
ance of its adoption as those applied in the previous election.

In the second place, after they have succeeded in getting out
of the Union, they intend having committees, to be called “ Knights’
Safety Guards,” appointed, to watch every man of whom they have
the least doubt, and whether native of North or South, if any hold
can be gained upon him, he is to be dealt with in any way the
“Guards " may see proper. They need not bring such person
before the proper authorities for a formal trial, but may barrel
him up and throw him into a river, tar and feather him, and send
him North, shoot, hang, or deal with him otherwise, as their
“judements ” may dictate. Thirdly, guerrilla parties are to be
formed. hoth to harrass Northern troops on their passage through
their sections, and to make devastating forays upon the North.
These arc called, in ‘castle, * Kxtenrs GAannaxt.” Their mission
is wherever they wish to o, and their license to take what they
can, and do what they please, except to injure or violate females
or little children. “Kxicurs GaLrant’ are sworn to protect
female virtue and children's lives, even at the peril of their own.
By the “Kxreurs Garnaxt’ provisions are to be secured from
Northwestern States, in case of a scarcity in the South, for the
Southern army. All the property or money they can obtain
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in the course of their perambulations is to be considered as
Southern wealth. When Southern armies desire to march North-
ward, the services of the K. G. are to be secured as guides and
scouts. A continual correspondence is to be kept up with the
known and tried Knights of the North, so as to assist the K. G,
either in making forays or conducting forces; to secure such
knowledge of those points where provisions, stores, prizes, ete.,
may be taken with most ease, as was necessary, and also to
ascertain by what routes such provisions and stores can be most
casily conveyed to Southern borders. Fourthly, the true and
faithful members of the Order living in the Northern States are
to vlay the hypocrite on a most extensive scale, by making loud
and enthusiastic professions of loyalty to the government, while,
in the mean time, they are to act as spios. communicating to
the nearest castles the various movements of Northern troops, and
the most accessible routes of march and points of attack for Southern
forces. Fifthly, influential members in the North are to be
induced, if possible, to raisc companies of militia under the
requisition of President Lincoln, secure their arms and equipments,
and then turn them over to the **Confederate’ service; such
companies being composed of men who are known to be true
friends of the South. Just here I will drop a hint to the friends
of American freedom. No man in the Norih who expressed
sympathy with the South, or who violently opposed the movements
of the Guoverftment, until the overwhelining force of public opinion
drove him into the Union ranks, should be trusted with any patriolic
duty, or aliowed to command even a corporal's guard of men, until
he has furnished the most reliable evidence of loyalty ; and, in many
instances, where there is yood reason to presume, from a man's past
acts, that his feelings are strongly Southern, or that he is not fully
trustworthy, even though from the first that he heard of the
Presidents Proctamation calling for troops he has made strong
Union professions, it is highly important to keep a close watch
over him. and sce that he gains no advantage. 1 have, as yet,
heard of but one place in any Northern state where any portion
of thut part of the Knights' programme under head fitth has
been commenced, and that was in Martin County, Indiana. The
man who was at the head of the movement is named Drongoole.
(The Cincinnati papers call him, improperly, Dromgoole.) Thisimp,
whom the devil will, doubtless, be ashamed to own, but who, in
all probability, will soon resemble the famous violinist, Paginini,
in one respect, viz.: his capacity to play on * one string,’ wrote
to the Corresponding Secretary of the Nashville Castle, where ho
holds his membership, informing said secretary, that he could
easily raise a regiment of one thousand men in Martin County to
ficht for the South. The secretary replied, advising him to imme-
diately communicate the glad tidings to Jeff Davis, as the case
would be readily attended to. Drongoole did write Jeff, giving
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him the “most satisfactory” evidences of his ability to muster the
aforementioned regiment into the *Confederate service.” Jeff
replied, commending his “true and faithful” servant very highly
for his “noble and patriotic” endeavors; but, for one time in his
life, at least, seemed to have been remiss in the exercise of those
“ far-seeing " qualities for which his confederates give him so
much credit, in inclosing his letter in an envelope bearing the
Confederate flag on its exterior.

The recognition of this emblem by the postmaster at Dover Hill
resulted in the opening and reading of Jeff's epistle, the contents of
which soon becoming public, so highly excited the * Confederate™
patriotism of the citizens of Martin county, that they could not
refrain from manifesting their otherwise inexpressible approbation
of the noble Drongoole and his course, by means of fervent, patri-
otic kicks and blows, so well laid on that he came near yielding
up the ghost. Drongoole, whether from the advice of his physi-
cian or not, concluded that it would be well for him to travel
South a little for his health, before undertaking to lead a regi-
ment of Martin county Hoosiers against “Lincoln's army.”

But if he had not been detected in good time he would have
effected much harm. There are others, who are far less suspected
than he was, of whom we may expect more real harm. While
passing through Sullivan county, on my way to Indianapolis,
a certain gentleman residing in that county, told me, privately,
that he intended raising a company of one hundred men to
ficht for Jeff Davis; at least he would make the attempt. He also
told me that if Davis was to march an army through his neigh-
borhood on that very day, devastating the country as he went,
that he, with many more, would join him. This gentleman was
not o member of the K. G. C,, but had been under the special
influence and teachings of one who lived in his immediate neigh-
borhood; he had not yet caught the signal of silence, and was,
therefore, openly expressing his imbibed sentiments. I talked
with him shortly afterward, and he had, to all appearance, under-
gone a most wonderful and miraculous conversion. Ie was now
a strone Union man, and a bitter enemy to Jeff Davis. “This
apparently remarkable change I could easily account for, when I
had seen him, in the interim between the first and last conver-
gations, talking with a certain individual who recognized the sign
of the crescent. By some close maneuverings, I found that the
last-mentioned individual had several proseltyes in and around
his neighborhood, and that it was the intention of these to form
a “ Home Guard,” to act in *“ emergencies.” They could not, how-
ever, be induced, by a certain gentleman who was then enrolling
a-company for Government service, to go from home to fight the
battles of the country, although several of them were stout young
men, foot-loose, and unemployed.

Mysteries of this kind require some explanation, and wherever
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they appear, should undergo the closest serutiny. A close dis-
cerner of men and things can generally detect treachery, where
it exists, in a man's motions and the expressions of his eye, what-
ever his lip pretensions may be; and in times such as these it
is well, yea, even hizhly important, to exercise a most vigilant
watch over all & man’s little actions, where there is any just foun-
dation for doubt.

But to the sixth plan in the secession programme of to-day.™
This plan is to be earried out by sending such of the patriotic
Confederate ladies as will come, into the Northern States, for the
purpose of acting as corresponding agents and spies While
making pretensions that they are Southern refugees, and that
they have been scared away from their homes by fears of negro
insurrections, or that they are come North to improve their health
and enjoy tranquillity of mind, they are to be constantly on the
alert for news respecting the designs of the Government or the
movements of armies, and transmit the same to the proper author-
ities in the South. Further, they are to act, wherever it is pos-
sible to do so, in the capacity of beasts of burden, (I do not use
this term disparagingly,) to convey contrabrand articles to such
arents or places as shall insure their safe delivery to the seces-
sionists. This may seem highly improbable to many, but it should
be remembered by all that a woman is decidedly a great insti-
tution, and that by means of such efficient and extensive modern
facilities as ecrinoline, ete., she could effect considerable in the
way of exporting small arms, percussion caps, ete.

In the present troubled condition of the country, the good cit-
izens of the loyal states will experience no little difficulty in
determining who is a spy and who is not, especially in the case
of ladies; because there will be many fleeing to the North as real
refugees; many who, in consequence of the miserable days and
fearful, sleepless nights they have spent during long and gloomy
weeks, will sacrifice home, with all its former endearments, for
the sake of finding a place where they may rest their wearied
frames and compose their excited minds. But while it is true
that many truly noble and excellent women will seek the North
for these purposes, and these alone, it is also true that some, at
least, will come for far different purposes. It will, therefore, be
necessary to be hospitable, while we are prudent; kind and sym-
pathetic, while we are vigilant and watehful.

Finally, it is the intention of the K. G. C. to send incendiary
agents—men who scruple at nothing, care for nothing—for the
purpose of committing raids, destroying property, ete., wherever
such service can in any way facilitate the cause of secession.
For instance: When an army, or any considerable number of
troops, are rendezvousing at u determinate point on the border,
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and it is necessary, in order to the successful prosecution of any
Confederate design, to have them removed, these incendiary agents
are to set fire to some town or city near hy, in order that the
Government forces may be attracted from their post. Thus it was
planned to burn New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Cincinnati,
just after the battle at Fort Sumter, to the end that the United
States troops might be called away from W ashington, and its cap-
ture thereby rendered ecasy. None but Knights of the Inner
Temple are intrusted with this kind of work. They must be, at
the same time, shrewd, active, bold, and faithful, Wonderful to
gay, some of the very agents who were to burn the cities just
referred to, were not Unlv residents of the places they intended
to burn, but actually owned property in them. This, however, was
to be ‘“indemnified” by the Cotton Confederacy.

Nothing but the unanimous uprising of the loyal masses of the

North, the exercise of an un(‘tpcvtml vigilance, and an unceasing
Watch -care, saved those cities. The great trouble lee, as in the
case of the female spies, is to know whom to watch, inasmuch as
all of them make loud professions of loyalty so soon as they set
foot on Northern soil. e true policy is 1o watch everybody with
whom we are unacquainted, until we have the most satisfactory
evidence that they are true. In point of close serutiny and vigi-
lance, we of the- North are far behind the Southern people. No
sooner does a stranger arrive at any Southern town or depot, than
he is beset on all sides by * ]\Illl hts' Safety Guards,” or, as they
are called by the nutudua 1-||I.ml.e Committees, who proceed
immediately to quiz him in the most abrupt and complicated
manner. He is examined and cross-examined in various ways,
until the “chivalry " are thoroughly satisfied; he must reply to
their questions in the most direct and unequivocal manner; he is
allowed no room for dodges or evasions, but must come right up
to the mark; and even after he has answered all questions in the
most explicit and satisfactory manner, is still an object of sus-
picion and serutiny. We, on the other hand, are exceedingly
mild in our demands, cLichL“w indifferent, and lenient; take it for
granted that a man is loyal 11191‘01'» because he says he is, and
iI[‘fftlenﬂ\ allow him even to talk treason, thinking th it it do nt
amount to much, inasmuch as the Union sentiment is “ so strong.”
I have heard men say things in Terre Haute and Indianapolis,
in public places, for which, if we were half so vigilant as the
K. 5. G. in the South, we would hang them to the nearest tree we
could find. Now, I do not pr:'r]msc that we should adopt the brutal,
merciless system of the Inichts, but that, in view of the re .11 de-
mands of the country, and the & .iiut': of our neighborhoods, fami-
lies, and persons, we should see to it, and see to it well, that no
man, whether neighbor or stranger, has an opportunity to do or
say any harm.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Tae NoRTH TO0 CONFIDENT—THE SOUTHERN STRENGTH UNDERRATED
—THE EXTENT OF THE BROTHERHOOD AT THE NORTH, AND IN THE
Borper StaTES—KENTUCKY'S NEUTRALITY—THE “SraTE Guanp
coxtroLLED BY THE K. G. C.—1E GoveEryor or KeNTUcKY A
Kxigar—rare War or 1861 —JustioE uxENowN 10 THE T'RAITOR
FRATERNITY—THE SWORD THE ONLY ARGUMENT THAT wnr EXACT
JUSTICE—VIGILANCE AT THE NORTH ESSENTIAL—THE FEELING AT
THE S0UTH SINCE THE WAR BEGAN—NEGRO INSURRECT IIJ.-:H—I;!.'L'-
TALITY OF THE KNIGHTS—THEIR MODE OF CARRYING ON THE WAR—
WHAT THEY INTEND TO ACCOMPLISIL

[ rixD, In ]'n'.‘.sﬁinfr through Northern towns and nei: rh‘nurhw-:.-
that the pe n}ur' are entire l\, too confident in the strone arm of the
gove 111::1r'nt and their own superior wealth and numbers. They
do mot appear disposed to make any deductions in favor of the
South, in view of its more extensive and compléx ::'t!'*:lt-_:ir,- system;

and, in many instances, when I have told them of the many
;h‘wtl‘lutlw secret plans nf‘ the secessionists, they seemed loth to
believe the statement; it appeared to them impossible that the
Southern traitors should have become * so grossly depraved.” ltis
wonderful, indeed, that the same robbers who coolly pocketed
thousands of dulhu's of our money and appmprn.ul it to the
rebellious government, and who stole n early three thousand stand
of our arms, and sent our army and navy so far out of reach that
we could not avail ourselves of their services in time of danger,
should auhwriuont]\r plot the destruction of our towns and cities,
and the confiscation and appropriation of our property. Whether
my Mpnmmn of the thieving, murderous, destructive sch -~1|1E- of
the Confederate rebels is believed or not, they will, before the lapse
of many months, become so fully manifest, ‘that even the most in-
credulous will lm forced to acknowledge that what I have said is
true. But I sincerely trust that the honest warnings of one who
has repeatedly risked his life to obtain an actual knowledee of the
treacherous designs of the avowed enemies to American .‘u----ln.v
may not pass unheeded. T earnestly ]l:!‘l*:_‘ that those who have

the direction of affairs, as well as Inl\.m‘ individuals, will }il‘-":u
constantly before their minds the following facts: First. That
the present dﬂplnr-lhl condition of the country has been brought
about by the continuous workings of that same diabolical vmluu
who 1:1*:='m a regular system of slave Im“u\' thirty years aco.
Second. That the whole course of that elique, from the first ]H‘l‘lml
of its history to the present day, has been one of unexampled
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villany and enmity toward the Federal Government. Third.
That in view of the fact that they have, from the beginning, been
duly conscious of the unjustifiableness of their course, the treach-
ery of their designs, and the deficiency of their resources, they
will not, cannot, place the least reliance in the use of fair and
honorable means. Fourth. That the recent developments at New
York, Philadelphin, and Cairo, justify us in the worst apprehen-
sions. And finally, that it is always well, in times such as these,
to he fully prepared for every contingency; that it is impossible
to be too careful of ourselves, or too watchful of those who are
our sworn enemies.

While in the South, I wrote several letters to the New York,
Boston, and Philndulphin press, and also to the Cincinnati papers,
incog., giving them timely warning of the imminent peril of those
cities. Whether they were all received and published, 1 do not
know; but certain I am that some of them were, and that, in all
probability they were, to a considerable extent, the means of
saving those town from destruction. 1 would also have written to
Cairo, but that at that time I did not know who to address. I had
been told, by prominent Knights, that there were many of their
number in the latter place, and all through Southern Illinois. I
was not, however, favored with any of their names. [ was also
told that there were enough in Southern Indiana to render their
Confederate brethren considerable assistance. It was presumed,
at one time, that, by the aid of these Hoosier and “Egyptian "
Knights, the whole of Southern Indiana and Illinois could be
made over to Jeff Dayis, In this wild calculation they were very
erandly disappointed, as everybody knows. It need not, however,
be believed that there are none of the K. G. C. left in those sec-
tions, as I shall now proceed to show, from the following statistical
account, which I received from the Corresponding Sec. of Jefferson
Castle, Kentueky: In New Albany there are about 256 Knights;
in Madison 18: in Evansville 15; in Davies county, Ind,, 10; in
Sullivan county, about 30; in Spencer county, 45; in Vincennes,
14; in Washington county, 10; in Gibson county, 7; in Cairo,
111., there are, or were, a few weeks ago, 300, and from 100 to 200
in neishhoring towns; so that in all there are in the neighbor-
hood of 530 Knights yet in Southern Indiana and Illinois, unless
they have lately migrated or renounced the faith. The majority
of ‘them, however, are not very dangerous just now without a
leader, as they are of what is termed the * small fry.” There was
one in Evansville, and also one in Princeton, Ind., who might be
feared, but due notice of their characters having been given to the
proper authorities of those places some time since, they have been
properly attended to, and will be prevented from committing any
overt act. The way in which these resident Knights will do greas
harm hereafter is in conveying intelligence to the friends of
“Southern rights’ of the movements of troops and the chances
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of spoil in various places, which intelligence, in the future, may
prove highly important to the rebels. Some of them may also be
mean enough to poison their patriotic neighbors, or do sly injury
to such of the government troops as they may be convenient to.

Members of the Inner Temple of the Knights of the Golden
Circle are to be scattered all through Missouri, Kentucky, Vir-
ginia, and Maryland, for the purpose of harrassing and injuring
the friends and soldiers of the Union in every way they can. No
particular programme is made out for them, but they are to do
whatever they can, in any way, or by any means available. If they
can use poison successfully, they will do it; if they can, by false
statements, so direct the movements of the United States troops
as to cause them a loss or a defeat, they will do that; if they find
it convenient to burn a town or destroy a bridge, they will not be
condemned by their directors for that act; if they can give the
¢«Knichts Gallant” any sure directions for the capture of prizes,
ete., they will be highly rewarded and praised for that. In short,
they are to make themselves generally useful. But one thing above
all “others. some one of them is to distinguish himself for, if /he
can, and that is, the assassination of the “Abolition" President.

It matters not whether Maryland and Kentucky go out of
the Union or remain in it, they will be, to a very considera-
ble extent, occupied by the worst enemies the government has.
The proclamations of the Governors of such states, prohibiting
the passage of Confederate troops over their territory, will have
about as much cffect on the Knights as a moonheam has on an
iceberg in the North pole. They will provide ways and means
for the trans-movements of Confederate soldiers without any
knowledge of the matter ever reaching the Governor. There are
nearly six thousand Knights in Kentucky, about three thousand
in Maryland, and a great many in Delaware, and so long as the
chief executives of those states do not issue proclamations order-
ing the disbanding of their castles, yea, and even the execution
of those who continue loyal to the Order, just so long will their
efforts to prevent treasonable acts be null and void.

Nor is the position of armed nentrality likely to be assumed by
some of the Border States to be regarded otherwise than as the
most dangerous one they could occupy, for the following conclu-
sive reasons: JFirst. Among the most forward of those who enter
the “Srate Guarp” will be the members of the Inner Temple of
the K. G. C. Second. Having secured the state arms, no matter
how much they swear to use them only in defense of their state,
they will readily and cheerfully employ them in making night
forays into Northern borders, in promoting the passage of contra-
band goods to secessionists, in guarding and protecting our ene-
mies in their midst, or in assisting the passage of secession troops
through certain routes in their states to Northern points. 'T'here
can be no doubt that they would, in many instances, render the




58 EXPOSITION OF THE

Southern traitors more effective assistance in the capacity of neu-
tral " State Guards" than in any other they conld serve.

Through many routes lying across W estern Kentucky secession
forces could be conveyed, in disguised squads, to out- -of-the-way
places along the Illinois border above Cairo, especially when es-
corted by Knights in the character of “State Guards” T hese
trans-movements could he effected under cover of the night, in
utter ignorance of the Governor of Kentucky. But inusumuh
as his Honor, Governor Magoffin, is said to be himself a Knight
of the first m.lrrmtlulv, and 111:1‘:11111{]1 as his indignant refusal to
comply with the demands of the Government, with many other of
his recent acts, indicate strong sympathy, if not :1Ii'1iiuti:m, with
Jeff Davis & Co., it is not at all probable that he would exert
himself to the endangering of his personal comfort to ascertain
what might be going on everywhere.

Further, while an armed State L:u-nd largely composed of Inner
Templars, would, to say the least, allow Southern soldiers to pass
over to Northern borders without mtclrnptmn they would repel,
with all their might, a Northern detachment that micht be in
pursuit of Confederate desperadoes. Now, while it is true that
there are numbers of sworn enemies to the United States in the
Border Slave States, it is also true that there are many warm and
devoted friends to the Union in those states. But these latter will
stand a very poor chance against the secessionists, from the fact
that, although they are largely in the majority, they know not how
to compete with the Knichts in qcmm-lwmm [n latter times, it
seems that a minority of rascals is greatly superior to o majority
of honest men. What villains lack in numbers and power, they
more than make up in intrigue and activity. It is an historical
fact that pirates can easily “lnp double their number of honorable
soldiers. So of the K. G. C. in the Border States: they never fear
of success in any of their undertakings where they have but twice
their number of Union men to oppose. I will cite a case in point:

In the town of Owensboro’, Kentucky, there was a large majority
of Union men up to the time of the hnmlm«l:m nt of Sumter; but
no sooner had the news of that affair reached the place th N every
Knicht in town seized a musket, imbibed a pint or so of the seces-
sion element, (whisky,) and p: araded up and down the streets,
‘:umlmrr he'd “be d—d if any man dare say Union in tlm.t local-
ity.” On the following e‘.{_mnn‘ they called a secession meeting,
where all the “good and tried” gathered, with their guns, their
pistols, their knives, and, above all, their whisky. Secession
speeches were made, cheers for Jeff & Co. were given, groans and
curses for Lincoln and the “Abolition” government. A Union
man could not find room to breathe freely. Finally, a Vigilance
Committee was announced, to be cmnpmed of Messrs. So-and-So,
(this committee was J.ppmnt(,d the evening previous in castle, and
was a ‘“Knights' Safety Guard,) and the important duty of dlwmﬂ'
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“ Aholitionists' out of town assicned it. Theé'meeting adjourned,
the committes aforesaid imbibed .L[resh of the "Lunfoder'ltc”
element, and went about the exercise of its functions with a re-
markable degree of :ﬂur—nt} They even hunted till midnight to
find a “ Union man,” swearing no ﬁuch individual would find the

atmosphere of Owensboro’ healthy;” that it would do them good
to *‘run a bayonet through an Abolitionist,” etec. Where is the
decent man that could withstand such a demonstration as this?

It will be seen, from the expositions of the last few pages, that
the enemy of American liberty in the United States is a very wily
one; that he is no ordinary enemy, and, tlmrviure, can not be
successfully dealt with by urtlmqrv means. The armies of the
Union will find the intrigue of the secessionists far more fatal
than their steel. While boasting of their bravery and chivalry,
they are, at the same time, the most sneaking, Lnnn':np!ih]e COW-
ards that ever trod the earth. The Southern people were once a
very noble people, truly c hivalrous and brave. They were so in
the ds wys of W .l,-hm”!, yn, Marion, Sumter; but their ¢ ol ry has van-
ished in later years, and their bravery is no more. Of course this
remark is not meant to be applied universally. There are still
brave Southrons, but they are among the low not the many.
Scarcely a single instance is on record where a Southern man,
in recent years, has manifested a willingness to meet an antago-
nist on fair and equal footing. In ne‘u*l‘. every modern duel or
personal rencounter hetween a Northern ‘and a Southern man, or
between a slave aristocrat and a ]lljl_‘l'dl Southron, we find that the
olizarchs have fought on their own plan, with a (,10'11' and decided
advantace, The brutal attack on Senator Sumner by the fiendish
Brooks, the cowardly murder of Senator Broderick, and ms ANy

other instances of like character, fully and conclusively establish
the truth of this statement.

I'rom the very commencement of the secession movement, the
disunionists have displayed little Q]."!L. than treachery and coward-
ice; and they do not hope to attain their ends by -'nml enzineer-
inz and brave fighting, but by rasecality and incendiarism. :hﬂ
is the way they hwr:m. and 1t is the way they intend to finisb.
They have, at this time, at least a dozen spies North where we
have one South; and the great difficulty is, that so many of 1l|mr
egents are residents among us, and have been for w.u':; and
while we are ne{wndm'f on them as loyal f1--|~,.;-nl~», and they are
making some show in that direction, they are, at the same time,
playing into the hands of our enemies in the most skillful and
clfective manner.

Again, there are the I ul'u.-:t. Who knows what to do with them,
or how to mana: e them? A woman is, at best, a rather unman-
ager wble L['L“ltlll‘L. but a secession lady is especially so. Courtesy,
politeness, good breeding, demand that & woman should be ]:\IIH.“\'
1'L<51101.,L11111\' treated ; .uul the superior improvements in modern
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etiquette, and the &traordinary progress and developments of the
crinoline age, demand that we of the masculine gender should
keep at a “respectable distance” on a “‘short acquaintance” In
view of these facts, and in consideration of the importance at-
tached to the character of a female spy, I would suggest the pro-
priety of appointing female vigilance committees in every town
and neighborhood, to whom shall be assigned the duty of keeping
an eye on their sister visitors from the sunny South, their trunks,
skirts, ete. Among other things, it would he well for these female
committees to see that no letters from a strange lady, directed to
any point South, should go into the post-office unexamined; and
this should be especially and particularly attended to where there
is good reason for suspicion. The superior judgment of our
Northern ladies would of course enable them to conduct their
operations in a proper and hecoming manner.

I know it seems rather rude, in this age of refinement, to de-
mand a knowledge of the contents of a woman's letter, or of the
character of the articles in her trunk; and, more especially, of
the ‘amount of “steel,” ete., contained in her skirts, But it should
be borne in mind that these are war times; tWat our liberties are

-at stake; that “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty;"” that
those who threaten our ruin and the destruction of the country,
are aiming to take every dishonest advantage of us; that no con-
descension is too low for them: and that, therefore, we are fully
justifiable in the use of any and every means which has for its
object the retardation of their nefarious schemes.

"The men who have precipitated this country into eivil war have
never had any sense of justice, and all their pretensions in that
direction are, and ever have been, false. The lofty dignity attribu-
ted to Jeff Davi§ is precisely the same kind of dignity manifested
by his father, the devil, in the garden of Eden, when he promised
our mother Eve that if she would pluck and eat of the forbidden
fruit she and her progeny should be as gods. Conscience, among
secessionists, is an obsolete term, if Webster has properly defined
it, and, consequently, all appeals to that high moral faculty will
have about as much effect in checking their villainous movements
as the wind from a hand-bellows would haye in retarding the
course of a hurricane. When men, such as the leaders of the
present rebellion, are successfully ‘met, it must be upon their own
ground, and to a very considerable extent, at least, with their own
weapons, | admire the high moral tone of the present administra-
tion, as manifested in its refusal to allow of the confiscation of the
effects of the Southern traitors in Northern states. But while I
admire it, and while I would hold it up as an example to the
world, under all ordinary circumstances, yet I can but consider
it, in the present condition of things, as not only impracticable,
but as absolutely suicidal and unjust both to the government and
the people of the North. While we stand up in our high moral
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rectitude, and refuse to touch a single cent's worth of the Southern
banditti's property in our midst, they are not only levying upon
and appropriating whatever of our effects may chance to be found
in their states, and, thief-like, refusing .to pay what they honestly
owe us, but, as has been shown in preceding pages, are organizing
the most effective bands of highway robbers and plunderers to
depredate upon Northern soil. Further, they have made all
necessary arrangements to send among us their bogus male and
female refugees, to act in concert with our own native traitors,
as aids and assistants to their hellish desperadoes. So we see,
and are bound to admit, that the superior moral position assumed
by the government, while it is more than fair for the rebels, is
positively oppressive and destructive to us. I presume the extra-
ordinary justice shown the secessionists in this affair is to reward
them for the ample service they rendered the nation some time
ago, in stealing its treasury, robbing it of its arms, and poisoning
such of its officials as were found susceptible. The refusal of the
President to allow the Pennsylvania merchants to levy upon the
property of Southrons in their state, although undoubtedly well
meant, was little lmetter, in consideration of all the facts in the
case, than taking the worth of such property immediately out
of their pockets. It is the absolute duty of the United States
authorities, and of state authorities, to secure and appropriate
every dime's worth of the property of the disunionists found north
of Mason and Dixon's line; a duty in every sense of the term,
morally, religiously, and pecuniarily. Men in revolutionary times,
such as these, in successfully opposing an enemy such as we have
to meet, must he practical, not theoretical. They must view hoth
sides of every issue, and be able to see justice in more .than one
licht, and as to be applied in more than one direction. A set
of men who have been maturing schemes of national robbery and
piracy for nearly thirty years are not to be conquered by appeals
to somethinz of which they have not the slightest knowledge—
conscience. Men who can employ their women to assist in
plundering our homes and despoiling our domestic happiness, are
not to be affected by the mild prineciples of Christianity. The
bayonet will penetrate them much more effectively than the moral
teachings of Christ; a ten-inch columbiad will present far more
weighty and convincing arguments to them than the most learned
and powerful theologian in the world, and a few dollars taken
from their pockets will do more to weaken their diabolical reso-
lutions than all the appeals that could be made to their (o) sense
of honor in a century.

As has already been indicated, there are yet several Knights
scattered about in various places over the country, and wherever
they are, they exert a greater or less influence upon those who
immediately surround them. There are many traitors in the
North who do not belong to the K. G. C., but they are, in most
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instances, the disgiples of one or more who live in their neigh-
borhood. For instance, in Carlisle, Sullivan county, Indiana,
there arve from fifteen to twenty Jeff Davis subjects, who absorb
the teachings and obey the mandates of a Knight of the Outer
Temple, and he, with them, has repeatedly sworn that if he fizhts
for anybody, it will be for Jeff Davis. This individual has a rela-
tive in the South that he frequently visits, with whom he is in
recular correspondence, and to whom he transmits the news of
the condition of affairs in Southern Indiana. e often receives
letters enveloped in the secession flag, but the post-master of Car-
lisle being as scoundrelly a traitor as himself, nothing is said of
the matter. This arch-fiend, not only has his proselytes in Carlisle,
but claims quite a number of followers in various places in Sulli-
van county. Again, there is, in Davies county, Indiana, a elique
of similar character, governed and controlled by several Knights.
This combination is more powerful than the one in Sullivan, and
once or twice even threatened to mob any company of U. 5. vol-
unteers that mizht be formed in Davies. They concluded not to
do it, however, I believe. There is not the least doubt that, under
the auspices of Drongoole, in Martin, and in some few parts of
Pike counties, there is another traitorous gang of marauders. 1
am not thoroughly informed whether there are any combinations
in any other localities along our Southern border, but presume
there are, especially about Madison, New Albany, and Rockport.
The almost universal loyal feeling which prevails in those places,
will, beyond doubt, check any outward displays in favor of the
enemy by the Daviesites; but it need not be presumed that *“no
danger,” which is always the ery of the over-confident, need be
apprehended from them. They may become ““converted™ to the
Union doctrine, and join ‘“home guards,” or even enlist in the
government service, especially if they can get to be officers, and
still render the most effective assistance to the South.

I had it from prominent Knights, that full and complete arrang-
ments had been made with sundry members in the North, to fur-
nish them important dispatches in the following manner: They,
the Northern members, were to remain in their respective locali-
ties, make loud professions of Union sentiments, gather all the
news they could, by telegraph and otherwise, and transmit the
game, through men of their own stripe, from town to town through
the post-offices, until it reached a border town, and here it was to
be conveyed across the line, to the nearest Southern town, and
mailed to the proper persons. Others, again, were to join the U. S,
army, transmit dispatches in a similar manner, create false im-
pressions respecting the movements of Southern troops, ete., and
thereby draw our men into dangerous and destructive snares. Still
others were to join home guards, make sufficient Union noise to pre-
vent suspicion, and, in the meantime, act as secret escorts to South-
ern scouts, directing them by the proper routes, telling them where

'L*

R
i +"+’q¢”:‘;-‘ﬁtﬁ'{*.{+
34

s .{_lhljhiljl,pl_]i.r LA MR




KENIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE, 63

friends were, and by what means they could best accomplish their
ends. 1t will be seen that in all these capacities Northern traitors
could yield much assistance to the * Knights Gallant” mentioned in
the programme of general movements, given in preceding pages.
1 also understood that similar arrangements, on a much more ex-
tensive and complicated scale, had been made in nearly all the
Lastern towns and cities, It was presumed that the city of New
York, alone, contained at least five hundred Knichts of the Inner
Temple; that among them were telegraph operators, post-office
clerks, and express agents; that these were of the true and tried, and
that there was not the slightest room for doubting their loyalty to the
K. G. C. under all circumstances, Many of them were Southern
born, and could be relied on to the last extremity. All those who
were natives of the North, had been taken to some Southern town
and initiated, between New Year's day and the first of March,
1561. 1 was told that no less than twenty-five were initiated in
Baltimore on one evening, every one of whom were of New York.
The majority of those of the K. . C. now living in Border States,
especially those in Southern Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio, have been
sent out from Southern castles within the last few weeks, 4. e
just before and immediately after Sumter's bombardment. As I
have before stated, they even tried to institute castles in the im-
mediate Northern borders after the Sumter affair, but did not
report favorably. It was apprehended that in large sections of
Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, and New York, no difficulty would
be encountered by these Knights' spies, it being presumed that
however strong the Union feeling might grow, there would still
remain many, not Knights, who would warmly sympathize with
the South. 1 saw in Henderson, Kentucky, a New York drummer
who belonged to the Inner Temple, who said that the Southern
trade would tic New York city to the South in spite of any efforts
on the part of the Administration to keep her loyal. This was
said quite recently. We also frequently see it stated in the papers
that the Southern people still believe there are many warm friends
of *Southern rights” in the North; and however much it may de-
press the feelings of the Union loving masses, 1 feel it my duty to
tell them that there is even yet too much foundation for this belief,
In Indianapolis, Terre Haute, and other places in Indiana; in
Cinecinnati, Columbus, ete., Ohio: in Philadelphia and other cities
in Pennsylvania; in New York and other points, New York State,
and, in fact, in nearly every Northern city and town of any con-
sequence, and in many small towns and country neighborhoods,
there are numbers of secret agents in almost constant correspon-
denee with various castles and individuals in the South. Many
of these send their letters round by by-ways, to prevent their heing
opened, A few of them are natives, but more of them are South-
ern refugees,” Beside these, there are several persons who do not
belong to the K. G. C. among the leading men of the North, who
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think more of the South than they do of the government, and in
their correspondence they often tell their friends of the Slave
States, that the time is rapidly coming when there will be a
“great reaction” in the North.  Again, there are still a few of
our Northern papers that are allowed to talk treason in a sort of
round-about way. All these things put together, give the friends
of * Southern richts” some grounds for presuming they have con-
siderable sympathy in the North.

The foregoing disclosures and facts indicate that there is much
to do in this our great effort to retain our liberties, beside equip-
ping and sending out armies. Those who remain at home have,
if anything, the most important labor to perform. To them falls
the work of watching spies from abroad and traitors at home;
who, however much the more sanguine may be disposed to doubt
it, are far more numerous than many have the least idea of. It
has frequently been said of late, that overpowering numbers,
plenty of bayonets, and the sight of efficient batteries will make
Union men, as was the case in Baltimore. Men who reason deeply
and have a thorough knowledge of human nature do not talk thus.
An overawing military display never did make patriots, 1t may
scare them into submission and an outward manifestation of pa-
triotism; but nothing save principle can make a man truly loyal
Let it be kept constantly before the m inds of the people, and let it
never be forgotten throughout this great revolutionary struggle,
that conquered friends are far more dangerous than unconquered
foes. Wherever it is presumed that a man, or any number of
men has any active sympathy with the Southern traitors, such
man or men should be either shipped to the rattlesnake den, or
hung. There are two or three places in Southern Indiana and
Illinois that should be “cleaned out” Carlisle is one of them,
and o small town in Davies county, near Washington, is another.
Vigilance committees should be more active and keen eyed; night
watches should be increased, well armed and kept actively at
work, not only in large towns but in small ones. T'he Southern
traitors caleulate very largely on the quantities of provisions they
will steal by means of the * Knights (tallant,” and it is not their
intention to operate on large cities, but on small towns and in
country neighborhoods, in almost every one of which they will
have o greater or lesser number of spies, who will be constantly
working in concert with “ Northern friends,”’ in furtherance of
their schemes. No neighborhood, however insignificant, should
be without its regular night patrol after the war fairly commences,
because it is the intention of the Knights to make this a war of
extermination, and to earry it on in the most savage and destruc-
tive manner. As I have before intimated, they do not anticipate
a vietory by fair means, although the paragraphs of some of their
editors indicate creat confidence in the superiority of their troops
and the invincibleness of their cause. They do not expect to
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depend upon regular campaigning, but upon any and every de-
structive and devastative means they can employ. In castle, I
have often heard Knights declare that when the war commenced
they would never stop until every “ Abolitionist” was killed, and
all their property turned to the enrichment of the South; that
any true *Southern rights” man would delight in secretly cut-
ting their throats, burning their houses, and appropriating their
property. Such sentiments as those just quoted may seem so
erazy in spirit that thousands will not believe they could have
been uttered by any man. Before going South, I would hardly
have believed such myself. But it should be borne in mind that
the Southern fire-eaters have been becoming more and more affected
with the nigger mania for geveral years, and that their sentiments
having permeated nearly the whole South, we should not expect
to find the people sane on the subject of slavery. They are just
about as erazy for slavery as John Brown, Sen., was acainst it.
Hear the following, which is an abstract of a conversation with a
Knight of Tennessee.

*Sir, you know we are a peculiar people; that our surround-
ings are peculiar; and, in the coming struggle, we shall have more
than one thing to think of, and more than ome thing to do. The
circumstances which surround us are such as will harass and per-
plex us beyond description. In case of a civil war, there can be
no doubt of negro insurrections, which will be terrible and appall-
ing; we will be bloekaded on every side; we will be scarce of
provisions; the Furopean world will be against us; and all these
circumstances, taken together, will drive us to the ecommittal of
deeds we never would have thought of before. More than this,
many of our people—in fact, nearly all of them—have, for years,
been nurturing a deadly hatred against the anti-slavery men of
the North. The number of niggers they have stolen and caused
us to lose, the tract war against slavery, the newspaper war against
slavery, the pulpit war against slavery, and the political war
against slavery, have all combined to make our people hate the
North, and once they get a chance at them, by a declaration of
war, they will delight in just butchering them, shooting them, and
burning their very houses over their heads, and destroying them
in every other way they can.” So it will be seen that they hon-
estly believe they have just causes for the committal of their des-
perate acts.

The people of the South are exceedingly hasty and impetuous.
Their climate, their modes of life, ete., tend to render them so.
In addition to these considerations, they are very largely mixed
with the French and Spanish bloods, which circumstance is b
no means caleulated to render them less inflammable. We of the'
North, on the other hand, live in a cooler climate, have vastly
different social and domestic institutions, are mostly from.the
German and English races, and, consequently, are, in disposition,
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a very different people, as a general thing. I know some native
Southrons are among us, but I have always noticed that a South- .
ern man in the North was by no means a Southern man in the
South. Of. these facts, the Southern people are generally aware. |
They also know that we are a more self-reliant people than they;
that we are duly conscious of our superior strength and wealth; | B
that we are less suspicious of anything evil happening us than
they are; that we are somewhat slower on the move, and that,
consequently, considerable advantage will be gained over us by
sudden, unexpected movements, in remote and unguarded places.
Their night {orays and plundering expeditions—and they antici-
pate many—are all to be conducted on what they term the “ Ma-
rion” or “Swamp ox” plan. A party of mounted “ Knights
Gallant” are to collect at some point along Mason and Dixon's
line, make a descent upon a corn-growing neighborhood, surprise
some old farmer, take his wagon and team, load up with corn, and
strike for the river. Once there, they will convey their plunder
across, in skiffs and flats, to Southern soil, where a previously
posted guard, with servants, conveyances, ete., will be prepared to
receive them. In the mean time, if the farmer wakes, and is about
to detect them, they will set fire to some of his property, and
thereby distract his attention; or, if he comes too close upon them,
will shoot him, and let him go. In other instances, it will be
arranged with some of the “faithful” to have the farmer and his '
family leave home on some particular and designated occasion,
when the same operation can be carried on more conveniently. ]
s Again, it is the intention of the K. G. C. to send large detach- Y
! ments of the mounted *Knights Gallant,” armed with rifles,
gwords, and short arms, to attack and harass such weaker portions
of the United States army as may be convenient to them. This
kind of fichting suits the young bloods of the South far better ,
than any other. There is just enough of risk and romance about
it to inspire them, and there is no doubt that they will vie with
each other in the performance of extraordinary feats, and the
achievement of grand little victories. To fully prepare them for
this species of warfare, they have, for some time, been practicing
race targeting. This is accomplished by first preparing a circu-
itous race-course, of small cirecumference—say a quarter of a
mile—then arranging targets, to the number of six to twelve; after
which the “chivalry” mount their fleet horses and ride around
the ring at a rapid speed, firing with revolvers or Miniés at the
targets in succession. This is very grand sport for the “ Knights
Gallant,” while, at the same time, it gives them the very best of
dragoon drill.
_ Now, in order to meet this extensive guerrilla arrangement suc-
I ' eessfully, I would suggest the formation of similar companies, and
' ﬁ the practice of a similar drill, in the North. We have young men
' just as active and as brave as any in the South, or elsewhere; we
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have horses, plenty of them, as good as were ever saddled; and we
have the means and the will to make this kind of service equally
as effective as the Southern people ean. If the Government will
not authorize it, let it be done on individual responsibility. It
should be done; it must be done, if we intend to save our homes,
our lives, and our liberties.

In looking round over the country, since I returned North, I
find the means of defense, as a general thing, very inferior to
what they should be. 1 also notice, as before intimated, that the
Northern people are nowhere vigilant enough. I would, therefore,
acnin enforce the great, the urgent necessity of stricter nfrlhmcL,
and more tlmmu'-h systematic means of defense. The citizens
of the Free States secem disposed to make large deductions from
the |:1nlnf1}nhh' of any aggressive measures by the South, on the
anppnwrmn thi Lt the prev ention of negro insurrections mll oceupy
the “chivalry” to such an extent as to render such measures
inimical to home interests. ¥From this argcument, althourh to one
not acquainted with the Southern character it would seem very
forcible, much weight is subtracted by the fact that secessionists
]']u't.\'!l(.‘l‘(,‘ hear the reputation of being prudent and considerate,
i. e., the masses. It i1s true that such men as Cobb and Floyd
have tllnp].wed a little forethought in the way they prepared for
the revolution; but it is a fact well known to zovlogists, that
almost every kind of animal, whether intellicent or automatie,
knows how to provide for its own wants. 1t is also a fact, of
which almost every one 1s aware, that when a hog 1s hungry, .md
can not obtain corn honorably, ho will enter the crib and LlLe it,
if the door is left open. Mr. Buchanan left Uncle Sam’'s crib
door wide open during the whole of the term he had the keeping
of it, and, of course, there was every opportunity for the shoats
in the pub lic barn-yard to lm]p themselves. T see no great -:Iiﬁpl,zy
of genius or “i.ll'ﬂ""'lfl_‘tlll(}s\ in this, hecause thieving is an in-
stinet belonging even to the lowest animals The great majority
of the Southern people, however, are not Cobbs, nor Floyds, nor
Davises, by a long distance, either in point of talent or coolness,
They are, as has been stated, a people of moderate intellectual
caliber, and largely preponde mtmx animal passions, which circum-
stances, in consideration of the highly exciting influences sur-
rounding them, utterly forbids the possibility of anything like an
ordinary display of wisdom. Negro insurrections they have ex-
pected from the heginning, and so far from its baving had the
effect to cool the secession f{ever, it has only increased it.

Notwithstanding the fact that they are fully convinced that
they are, to say the least, the immediate cause of all their own
trouble, WL as that trouble becomes more and more aggravated,
they become more and more intensified in their dcd.tlly lld.tlt,d
toward the Northern people. 1t is utterly impossible for me to
describe the fierce, fiendish revengefulness 1 have seen depicted
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in their countenances while conversing with them of national
affairs. This unnatural feeling toward us was not general, by '

any means, even in the Gulf States, until engendered there by the l :
Knights, and, until then, was searcely visible in the Border States. 1
But it is everywhere now, where a castle exists; and as the civil !
war approaches, by their incessant efforts, night and day, they %
continue to spread and intensify it. If [ am asked the reason for |
the existence of such a state of affairs, I can only give, as my
reply, what is my honest opinion: the Southern people have gone
mad on the Slavery Question. The large majority of them seem
to be perfectly reckless of the present, entirely regardless of tlie
future: while there are a few of the leading revolutionary spirits,
in almost every locality, who seem fto think tho cause of secession
so holy, and the people of the South so invineible, that no power

on earth, nor all the powers of the world combined, could condquer .
them, under any circumstances. |
The foregoing considerations, together with the exciting prompt- |

ings of hunger and want, consequent upon the Government block- T
ade, render it morally certain that the work I have described as
having been assigned the K. G. will be done, both as a work of
revenge and of necessity, even by those who have long lived by
us as our neighbors and brethren on the horders, and who have
not undergone that long, thorough course of training in the tac-
tios of the Knights which their more distant secession relatives of
the Cotton States have. Let it not, therefore, be presumed by the
hopeful friends of freedom in the North, that *there is no dan- X)
ger;" but, on the other hand, let danger be fully expected, and
prepared for in the most thorough manner; danger of every de-
scription, both at home and from abroad.

CHAPTER IX.

Yancey AND ToOMBS—THE SLAVE TRADE AND FILLIBUSTERING—
NORTHERN SYMPATHIZERS WITH THE LATTER—THE “ ApoLrrioN”
SOAREOROW—THE LECOMPTON SWINDLE THE WORK OF THE K G C.
— SIMILARITY OF THAT FRAUD WITH SECESSION OPERATIONS—
THE IMPETUS GIVEN THE SECESSION MoveMENT BY THE REPUBLICAN
Leapgrs iy 1860—rue DRECKINRIDGE Parry A SecessioN OrRGax-
IZATION.

Ir will be remembered that Mr. Yancey said, after the with-
drawal of his state from the Upion, that he had been a secession-
ist for thirty years. It will also be remembered that it was '
chareed that Mr Toombs said, in a sveech he delivered in Con-
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gress a few years ago, that he expected to see the day when he
could call the roll of his slaves at the foot of Bunker Hill Monu-
ment.  These remarks will not be wondered at when it is revealed
that the men from whom they emanated are the oldest members
of the Southern Rights' Club now living. Yancey paid, out of
his own pocket, over ten thousand dollars to equip secret slavers,
between the years 1554 and 1840. Toombs, who is presumed to
be the wealthiest man in Georgia, donated, from time to time, for
the same purpose, over twenty thousand dollars. In many in-
stances it was not necessary to purchase or build a ship, hut
merely to buy or hire the master. Of the six kidnapping vessels
sent out between 1834-'40, five were Yankee crafts, owned by
Yankee captains; and the whole three plying durine 1856 were
New York vessels. Thus it will be seen that the Southern people
have some reason for saying that 2 Yankee can easily be induced
to sell anything he has, even to his honor; that among the North-
erners there is no such thing as principle.

That greatest of all searecrows, “ Abolitionism,”” has been the
pretext, during the past few years, for every species of seces-
sion scoundrelism. A man who moved to Kansas Territory and
favored the Free State ticket was an Abolitionisi: the man who
honestly believed that slavery was the creature of local law,
and that the Constitution of the United States did not carry and
proteet it everywhere, was an Abolitionist; the man who denied
the constitutional right of secession, or the right of one state to
destroy the whole government, was an Abolitionist; and, finally,
in latter days, the man who sustains the Constitution and upholds
the stars and stripes, is an dbolitionist. Just at this latter junc-
ture, the Northern secessionists, with few exceptions, call a halg,
having been hitherto apparently blind respecting the direct and
legitimate tendency of their promotion of * Southern rights,” and
their opposition to “ Abolitionism.” With the exceptions of those
contemptible specimens of humanity, Vallandigham, of Ohio,
and Jesse D. Bright, of Indiana, there are few politicians in the
Northwest who are not now, in Southern eyes, what they so
recently abhorred, “ Abolitionists.”” The real Abolition party of
the North was so insignificant a political element that no sensible
Southern man had the slightest fears of danger from it. It only
needed to have been let alone to have died so dead that it would
never more have been heard of While conversing with the Hon.
Archie Dixon, of Kentucky, some months ago, he remarked to me:
“We could have always managed the Abolitionists had it not been
for the Knights of the Golden Circle in the South, and their ac-
complices in the North., The great Northwestern States always
contained a wholesome conservative majority until the Yancey
school, in the Slave States, and the Buchanan school, in the Free
States, undertook to construe the Constitution into a pro-slavery
document.”
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Who desires better proof of the determination of the secession-
ists, North and South, not to allow the ‘* Abolition™ fire to go
down, than the course which was taken by them to force the great
Lecompton swindle through Congress at its 35th session? ‘That
swindle was the legitimate concoction of the K. G. C, and was
produced and presented in the manner that it was, for the sole
purpose of strenethening the free-soil element in the North, and
dividing the Democratic party. Notwithstanding all the “out-
rages’’ that were committed in “ Bleeding Kansas,” the conserva-
tive people of the Free States had elected “Granny” Buchanan
on the principle of non-intervention, by a large majority, in 1856
and .t was plainly obvious that something a little stronger than
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise and the doctrine of Popu-
lar Sovereignty was required to thoroughly “abolitionize™ the
North. The so-called Constitution, framed by the K. G. C. Con-
vention at Lecompton, was considered the very thing that would
accomplish the work. In electing delegates to that Convention,
the same “coercive’” applinnces were used to secure the success
of the pro-slavery ticket that are now used to elect delegates to u
secession convention, and the same fraud and trickery were mani-
fested in its deliberations that have since characterized the secret
sessions of every secession body that has convened. It is also
true, and I here record it as a matter of history, that the same
class of arguments was used, both by the K. G. C. of the South
and their truckling followers in the North, to prove the legality
of the Lecompton Constitution as is now used, by the same individu-
als, to prove the legitimacy of a secession ordinance.

How any man with one particle of honesty or consistency counld
come before the intellizent masses of the Kree States advocating
the claims of a presidential platform, the very framers of which
had been, more or less, engaged in the Lecompton secession scheme,
is an enigma, the unraveling of which I confess myself totally
incapable of performing.

While the world stands, and the people continue to think, there
is one thing which will remain a lasting disgrace to the Repub-
lican party. I allude to the assistance they rendered the Breck-
inridge secessionists, in the campaign of 1860, in the North.
Although totally iznorant of the secrets of the K. G. C., by whom
Mr. B. was nominated, yet they did far more to popularize his
ticket north of Mason and Dixon's line, than the secessionists
themselves. All the senatorial speeches made against Douglas
by such men as Benjamin and Jeft Davis, were eagerly sought for,
and vigorously circulated, by the leading Republicans throughout
the country. Further, the same partisans used almost superhuman
efforts to awell the numbers at all the secession ratification meetings
that were called, from time to time, in the Northern States, during
the campaign. While it was utterly impossible for the Republicans
and Secession Democrats to harmonize on a single principle, they
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agreed to unite in their mutual hatred of Douglas. Of course it
was to the interest of the Republicans that the Democratic party
ghould be divided; and, according to the rules of political warfare,
there is nothing wrong in one party taking advantage of the
disconcerted condition of another, to secure a victory. But I
:1])[_-1'{*.Iw.ntl there is an honorable way of profiting by such advantazes.
The Republicans must have seen that the Breckinridge ticket was
a secession ticket, and that, consequently, the favoring of it, either
directly or indirectly, was the promotion of rebellion and civil
war, To have acted honorably in the matter, thercfore, would
have been to discuss and enforce the merits of their own platformand
candidates, and let both Breckinridge and Donglas tickets entirely
alone, espeeially the former. The Republicans certainly were the
more natural friends and allies of the Douglas men, as it regarded
the maintenance of the Union and the enforcement of the laws,
as has been fully proven since the outbreak of the present revo-
lution.

[ was myself a Republican, and a warm supporter of the
Republican platform, but never could get the consent of my
consistency to encourage the secession ticket. The real criminality
of such an encouragement, however, never fully appeared to me
until 1 traveled South, and there, both in castle and out doors,
heard the K. G. C. coneratulating themselves over the *valuable "
assistance rendered them by the “* Abolitionists" of the North.

The Republican party has a platform of which it may justly
be proud, and has done many highly estimable things; but the
promotion of the secession ticket in the Free States during the
campaign of 1860 was not one of those things. Should it survive
the present storm, and again present its claims to the people of
this covernment, let it never be guilty of another so gross and
fatal a erime as this was.

In due keeping with the manner in which the K. G. C. tried to
palm the Lecompton swindle on the honest-thinking masses, in
185758, and in precisely the same spirit in which they have since
conducted the secret sessions of their secession conventions, and
forced their secession ordinances upon their fellow citizens, we
now find them conducting all their present diabolical schemes.
Having assumed the capacity of * Confederate " rulers, and having
deprived the people, by armed mob suasion, of all their power, they
form a bogus government, establish bogus laws, and, by the most
inhuman, brutal means, force the rightful sovereigns of the land
to obey them. Wherever they havethe power, they arraign, try,
and hang, as a traitor, a man, for merely asserting his preference
of the United States Government; they confiscate and plunder the
property of those who refuse to take up arms against their country;
they beat and mercilessly abuse a man for merely saying that the
fanatics of the North and South are equally to blame for the pre-
sent unhappy state of affairs; they, in their fiendish madness, even
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condescend to drive innocent, helpless women from their homes,
not allowingz them, in many instances, to take their own ward-
robes with them ; they steal all the U. S. property which they can
appropriate to their own use, and destroy that which is not avail-
able; they burn and blow up bridges and public buildings; they
issue Im;_:n.a warrants for the arrest of such sterling patriots as
Nelson and Johnson; they concoct secret schemes to arm the se-
cessionists of such states as Kentucky and Maryland, to the end
of dragging them forcibly out of the Union; they locate secret
agents in the Border States to ussist in conveying arms, provisions,
etc., into the seceded states, to destroy lives and property, and
violate female virtue: they send acents to Burope to misrepresent
the true state of affairs in this country, and to induce foreign
powers to assist them in destroying this government. Is there not
a day of RETRIBUTION ?

CHAPTER X,

Waar tae K. . C. INTEND TO DO WITH THEIR (GOVERNMENT SHOULD
THEY SUCCEED IN THEIR DESIGNS—THE BENEWAL OF THE SLAVE
TrADE—THE REASONS WHY NOTHING IS SAID OF SLAVE TRADE Now
—7rHE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ARISTOCRACY—THE WaAR oF 1861 —
NORTHERN DEPRECIATION OF SOUTHERN STRENGTH.

Havixe traced the movements of the S. R. C. from 1834 to 1855,
and having considered its metamorphosis, af the latter period, into
the K. G. C,, and its subsequent movements in the pn!itiul! arena.
up to the present day, I will now lay before the reader's mind the
.Lntiup.tnnm of the secessionists in the future.

In the first place, the Knights have, by no means, forgotten their
original pet idea of slave stealing, This was the substratum upon
whn,h their mud-sills were laid in the beginning, and, although
obscured by the foam of the secession cauldron for the present,
will be broucht out in full relief, in case the secessionists succeed
in the establishment of a new government. Every member of the
Inner Temple of the K. G. C. is an advocate of the slave trade,
and so soon as opportunity is afforded, will make zealous, per-
sistent efforts for its re-establishment. The castle was divided 1nto
an Outer and Inner Temple, in the first place, in order that there

might be, in the former, a place of rendezvous for secessionists,
whether for or acainst the foreign black traffic, and in the latter
a place of refuge for the lewu and proved friends of the slave
piracy. Whenever you come in contact with an Inner '] lemplar,
and broach the subject of the foreign traffic, he talks to you in the
following style :

i
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*“We, who have made the subject of slavery a study, know that
it is an institution which must be either on the increase or de-
crease; that it must either continue to grow in extent and power,
or ultimately become extinet. We already have more territory
than we have boys to cultivate it in the proper manner. There
are thousands of fcres of the very best of cotton land in many
of the Gulf States untouched. The Border Slave State Hllp!‘ih of
negroes has never been anything like equal to the Cotton State
demand. But 1mthm' we intend to have Cuba, Mexico, and cer-
tain portions of Central America; and, lmhefluent]\' there will
be a great éncrease in the dem: ind for slaves. How are we to oet
them, otherwise than by a resort to Africa? By going there, we
an get them much cheaper, and in greater quantities, than we
can in any part of the United States. Besides this, we can pro-
cure better slaves in Africa than we can in America. The ‘nig-
gers’ we get in the Border Slave States are generally very inferior
as servants, and especii uly 8o as field-hands. Many of them are,
in consequence of their laree admixture of Analo-Saxon blood,
lazy, stubborn, and insubordinate. They are, also, shorter lived
than the genuine African, and can not endure the labor in the
cotton fields us he does. So far as the moral pact of the negro
trafiic is conecerned, there certainly is less sin in 1:111,111 and sell-
ing the genuine i:tlmm kinky-head than thuw s 1n Ii.uimf' in
those of their ".mmn'm thmwndmts whose veins contain much
of our own blood, if there be any sin in it at all.”

These are the arcuments that the Inner Templars present in
favor of its re-establishment; and if the institution of slavery be
right, or if it be even toler: 11;1(, in a republie, thm‘ are unanswer-
able. I have cited them to show the u-nulum,\ of the anticipated
"‘uuthm 1 (zovernment, and to prove that, should they once cut
loose from the U .mwl States, the fire-eaters will never rest easy
until they have renewed the slave piracy.

Perhaps it will here be asked, why the Montzomery Congress
voted =0 largely ngainst the introduction of this doctrine into the
Confederate Constitation, if they really indorsed it? 'The fol-
lowing are the reasons: JFirsf, They knew the Border Slave
States, whose main dependence was the Southern negro-market,
never could be induced to ratify a constitution which allowed of
the African slave trade. Second. They were convinced that it
would be lu[n to hope to secure the m.mp.uln of any European
power under such circumstances. In their then weak condition
they knoew that to renew the imurrn traffic would be to shut out
all I|.+-r e of the successful attainment of their designs. But no
sooner will their zovernment be established, than all their ener-
gies will be turned to that end.

In the second place, the leaders of this rebellion have never
anticipated, what many persons have anmlmaed they did, the estab-
lishment of a government composed exclusively of the Southern
States. They know full well that such a government could not
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long exist. It has been their intention, from the beginning, to
secure the annexation of all the great Middle and Northwestern
States, or, at least, a great portion of them, Without the co-oper-
ation of those Northern States which lie along the lower Ohio
and Mississippi, their produce trade would be seriously impaired,
and likely to be suspended at any time. Of the Southern and
Northwestern States they intended to form what they term a
limited aristocracy —a government which has been, for years,
considered by the nabobs of the South as far better and more per-
manent than a republic. Many of the leading citizens of the
South have told me that they had regarded the present form of
the American Government as a failure, for a long time; that it
had, almost from the very beginning, manifested a great lack of
power and efficiency. This idea may truly seem strange, when it
is remembered that Thomas Jefferson, a Southern man, was the
father of Democracy; that he, with almost all the Southern states-
men of his time, wazed an uncompromising war against the more
centralizine doctrines of Federalism; and that, from his day to
1856, the stronghold of Democracy has been the South, The aris-
tocracy alluded to is to be governed by a dictator, who may hold
his office for life, unless deposed by the Congress. None but the
wealthy are to be allowed a vote, and no one who is not known
to have larze interests in slaye property is to be allowed to hold
any office; and none but the most genuine of the chivalry are to
be allowed a seat in the Confederate Parlinment. These latter,
when proved and chosen, are, like the dictator, to be allowed to
continue in office for life, and when they die, their successors
are to be chosen from among their descendants. In short, the
intention of the secessionists is to have a more powerful mon-
archy than that of England. The steps toward its consummation
are, however, to be gradual. By thus wresting the power of the
government from the people, and placing it in the hands of the
aristocracy, they could re-open the slave-trade, and carry on ag-
oressive and acquisitive wars to any desirable extent.

What change may have been effected in the designs of the
K. G. C. since the unanimous uprising of all the Free States, and
the apparent division in many of the Border Slave States, [ know
not, but eertain 1 am that they still contemplate the establishment
of a government vastly more centralized than the one we now live
under. Without the constant aid of a standing army and an
efficient navy, no power composed of Slave Statés can, for a day,
maintain itself.

Thus it will be seen that the present revolution is not only
intended to sunder the bonds that bind the Union together, but
to prove the experiment of self-government a failure, and to crush
at once, and forever, the last remaining hope of freedom to the
world. The military discipline so strictly enforced in the  Arti-
cles of War" promulgzated by the “American Legion” of the
K. G. O, has strict reference to the continual use which is to be

R ERTEL)
i

T T Ty
0 i

; SRR
thidR e ::‘! ﬂi‘ ﬂﬂ"h_.'_! | P:';‘djlijli"‘I !m}




ENIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE. 75

made of it hereafter. No candidate is admitted into the Order
\Vlthtmt he declares, most emphatically, that he will *““strictly ob-
gerve” these Articles of W ar, as promulgated by the Legion.”

The question now to be asked by every true American citizen
is—Shall T, while life remains, submit to the establishment of a
power w hich has for its sole ub]cct the destruction of that liber by
which cost the Revolutionary ﬂltherq their fortunes and their lives ?

The American Government is now threatened by an enemy far
more dangerous than any it has hitherto contended with. All the
foreien powers of the world combined would not be so mueh to
be dreaded as the internal foe we now have to contend with.
There is, therefore, no time to be spent in foolish, timid regrets :
no hours to be wasted in deploring the “ condition of the country,”
but every moment and every power is to he unreservedly ziven to
the most vizorous action. The man who does not prph: death to
the loss of his liberty .lml the destruction of the institutions of
such a country as ours, is unworthy the name and privileges of an
American citizen. :111:]. unfit for any other society than that of
South Carolina. 1 have no patience with these persons who are
always regretting this war, and longing for peace. The war is one
of the "wllteht of necessities, and no permanent peace can be
.ltlund”‘, hoped for but through the successful use of the rifles
and bayonets of the United States troops. The man who cannot
see this is either a fool or a cowardly traitor. The idea advanced
by a few that it would be better to “ let the South alone” than to
shed the blood of our brethren, or sacrifice our own lives and
fortunes, if it be honestly declared, can come from none other
than the most ignorant and short-sighted of men. Let us suppose,
for a moment, that the South were ** let alone;” all the lower Mis-
sissippi commerce is under its supreme control; the Southern
aristocracy can exact just such duties of us as lev please, and
we must submit, or else be involved in a ficht ; the K. G. C. ecan

carry forward their acquisitive wars southwardly, and re-open the
slave trade, and we dare not open our mouths; and, worst of all,
we will ever be rezarded by them as the most contemptible cow-
ards in the world. Thisis .llrv.ulv he case, to a very considerable
extent; and no hope need be induleed of securing cven ordin: ary
respect among them but by administeri ine to them such a chastise-
ment as shall make them remember us.

The present revolution cannot be more productive of suffering
and privations than the first one was. Our fathers began the war
for their liberties with an empty treasury, few men, few arms, and
scarcely any navy at all. We, on the other hand, have a fuli
treasury, o large surplus of men, more provisions than we can
consume, pl{.nh, of arms, and can soon hi ave an efficient navy.
Who, tth shall stand back and cry “ peace,’ or counsel inactivity
and delay in this, our day of peril?

As to the shedding of *‘brother's blood,” I have this to say; he
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who lifts his traitorous arm to strike at the American government,
be he brother or stranger, is justly deserving of death, and no
tears should be shed over his grave. If every man, women, and
child in the South has to die, it were far better than to allow the
union of these states to be destroyed. The dissolution of the
American Union is the destruction of the whole North American
continent. The idea of the existence of two governments in this
country, so opposite to each other as those which would result
from a division of the Northern from the Southern sections, is the
most nonsensical of all absurdities, and can only be conceived in
the brain of a pnlit,icn.l idiot. The man who has heretofore enjoyed
the benefits of the best movernment on earth, and who now seeks
to destroy it by makm--‘ war upon it, is worse than any foreign
enemy.

The political aristocrats of the South, although now pretending
to the world that they only wish to be *let alone,” are re: lly aim-
ing at the subjugation of the North. Nearly ever since the birth
of the 1'01111E:I: they have had almost {'rnuph*?l‘ control of it, and
arc now stung tu the quick by the conseciousness that the Northe T
States have at last shown a disposition to take a hand in its
management. The pulltwmuw of the South have always believed
that the l‘mane of the Free States were “too ignorant, cowa 1;“.,
and selfish”’ to have a controlling voice in the halls of legislation.
They have so long fostered this idea that they have, finally, come
to the conclusion that all that is grovelling and degrading in
human nature belongs to the North. Whereas, on the other hand,

all that is {‘nnuh]m'_f, and great is indigenous tu the South. They
“have all the talent, hm\trv, and ‘renema:tv'” we have all the
ignorance, cowardice, and selfishness. To use a Hoosier phrase,
a sound thrashing is really the only thing that can ever induce
the fire-eaters to correct these views, and the sooner it is adminis-
tered the better.

The Southern people never had a proper appreciation of our
superior industrial and educational institutions. Their descend-
ancy from “noble” stock, their inheritince of ‘‘sacred” relics,
and their absolvence from all kinds of labor have, in their estima-
tion, elevated them far above the “menials” of the North, and
given them a rightful claim to the management of this govern-
ment. Northern courage and Northern hayonets will remove
these false nntlum—-—nntlulw else will,

For years the people of the Free States hay e, for the sake of
preserving peace with their {nf{fn en of the South, humbled them-
selves in the very dust before the altar of slavery, ‘and displayed a
subserviency which is even sickening to cuntompl ite. No wonder
they concluded that one Southern man could whip from five to a
dozen Northerners, when, with a population hardly one-fifth as great
as ours, they have had almost the entire control of the government
from its infancy up. Let us redeem our character, and establish
our just claims, at every hazard.

I
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ENIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE.

CHAPTER XL

Tar Mmirary Caaracrer oF THE K. G. C.—"GeoreE WASHINGTON
LAFAYETTE BickLEY "—WHAT THE SOUTH CAN DO; WHAT WE MUST
DO, ETC.

As T have before intimated, the Knights of the Golden Circle
are “some military.,” Ever since 1855, when that lofty specimen
of Boone county “chivalry,” “George Washington Lafayette
Bickley,” applied all the powers of his masfer genius to the im-
provement and superior organization of the Order, the Knichts
have practiced regular military drill. For his untiring efforts in
this recard, the said George Washington Lafayette Bickley has
been created president and commander-in-chief of the * American
Legion.” The object of the military exercises, or, as they are
commonly called, * Articles of War,” was to prepare for the *‘im-
pending erisis.”” Every castle is, in truth, a regular military
company, the State Legions are brigades, and the American Legion
is an army. Now, when we come to consider that thousands of
castles have been drilling two and three times per week, for several
years, we must at once acknowledge that their influence in the
present revolution will be considerable.

However much persons may be disposed to ridicule the idea of
any just apprehension of danger from the military operations of
the K. G. C., 1 can assure them that they will prove a more for-
midable foe than any outsider has yet presumed. Their long
course of training and preparation, their well-matured, deep-laid
plans, and their unserupulous dishonesty, render them capable of
effecting {far more than any one not acquainted with their organ-
ization would expect of them.

The Knights of the Golden Circle are the secessionists proper,
and their history is the history of secession. From a small and
insienificant band of kidnappers and fillibusters, they have grad-
ually increased their numbers until they are to be counted by
thousands in the Southern States of the Union, and by dozens in
the Border Free States. Many of these latter are at this time in
Philadelphia, Boston, New York, Albany, Cincinnati, Indianapolis,
New Albany, Evansville, Cairo, and other border cities. As I
have before said, they are the most dangerous of enemies. Some
of them being native born, are not suspicioned. The sign of
recognition and the response are mever given in a Iree State,
unless the parties giving them know each other well, and are so
situated that their communications will not be detected. They
may be justly suspicioned, however, from the following expres-
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sions, all of which are knightish: “The South only wants her
rights;” “DBetter let them go, than involve ourselves in a war
which will cost us more than the South is worth;" 0, dear me!
the expenses of this war!” ¢ What will the people say when it
comes to paying the heavy taxes ?"  The South can never be sub-
jugated!” “*1 never will enlist to fight my brethren of the South;™
(brethren means brethren in the real knightish sense;) “The
country 's in an awful condition—we'll never be as we were,
again.” Sometimes an editor of the Knights' school ventures to
condemn the “mobocracy of the North,” without saying anything
of the mobbing proclivities of the South. At other times, as in
the case of the editor of the I. 8. G., he gives Webster's definition
of the term suBjucarg, and then, as his only comment, asks the
question, “Can eleven States, with a population of three millions
of people, ever be subjugated ?” Let every one who talks thus be
closely watched.

In conversing with many hopeful friends of the Union, since
my return from the South, I find the confidence in the superior
numbers of the loyal troops, and the greater wealth of the North,
entirely too great. I also notice that the numbers, power, and
resources of the South are too much underrated. The impression,
in fact, seems to be entirely too general, that the secessionists, in
consequence of their limited means, searcity of provisions, inferior
numbers, and unholy cause, can endure but a short time. 1 am
truly sorry that this idea has obtained to the extent that 1t has,
caleculated as it is, in its very nature, to prove more or less disas-
trous to the cause of the Union.

In the first place, as has been shown, the Confederate States
have nearly all the arms contained in the Government arsenals in
the early part of 1860, to which, by an arrangement made in the
early part of the spring of 1861, have been added a heavy cargo
of the latest and most improved European arms—about twenty
thousand; and having seized nearly all the Southern forts, they
have secured the greater number of our best, heaviest ordnance,
and, therefore, are even better supplied in these regards than we
are. In the second place, they have more provisions than has
generally been supposed. During the whole of the winter and
spring of 1861, steamboats and flats have been employed by the
score in conveying the heaviest loads of provisions from the great
Northwestern States; and from what 1 have seen and heard in
New Orleans, and other river towns, I have not the least doubt
that many of the principal cities of the South have provisions
enough stored away to supply their citizens several years. In
addition to this, every effort will now be made to increase the corn
and wheat crops in all the Southern States. Ior a time, at least,
they will forget King Cotton, and pay more attention to Emperor
Corn. Further, the Confederates will, without doubt, make the
strongest efforts to put those stealing schemes, described in pre-
vious pages, into vigorous execution, many of which will, in all
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probability, succeed, on their immediate borders. In the third
place, respecting numbers, they can, without any doubt, muster
two hundred thousand fighting men into the field—men of the
most desperate and reckless character, who care less for life than
they do for a meal's victuals; men of the rough, lower Mississippi
order, who have, almost from childhood, been aceustomed to mur-
der and bloodshed; men who, althongh naturally cowards, would
rather die a thousand times than have the name of being whipped.
In the fourth and last place, as to the cause, the leaders of this
great rebellion are fully conscious that, with them, the issue is
life or death; that, if conquered, their lives will be terminated in
the most shameful manner, and their names handed down to all
coming generations as traitors of the blackest stamp; that their
children, after them, for many generations, will be disgraced hy
the deeds of their sires, and that their names will never be men-
tioned in history or spoken of by men otherwise than as are the
names of Arnold and Burr.

Reflections such as these are the most powerful incentives to
bold and determined action that can be presented to human pride
and ambition anywhere, and, to the aristocratic leaders of the
South, they will prove especially so. The struggle, on their part,
therefore, will be powerful and desperate; such a struggle as
could be manifested by men in no other condition or circumstances.
Every effort in the field, every stratagem which they are capable
of inventing, and every species of incendiary destruction, will be
applied in the most vigorous manner. Meantime, the history of
the first American Revolution should not be forgotten. It should
be remembered that in strength and resources the American
colonies were vastly inferior to the government of Great Britain,
and yet we conquered our independence. Let none of the revolu-
tionary lessons of the past be overlooked. It is never a good
policy to undervalue the strength and the chances of a foe, if one
would be sure of a victory. On the other hand, it is far better to
overestimate them. The greatest gold mines in the world are
found by looking dowfiward, not upward, and it is always danger-
ous in passing through a wood to overlook the stones and stubbs
in gazing intently at the spreading tops of the tall trees.

But while we concede to the South all that is due it, in the wWay
of strength, facilities, and courage, let us not forzet our own power.
Nor should we forget the glory of the cause in which we have
enlisted: the preservation of this great government, and the perpe-
tuity of our liberties. As with the secessionists, so it is with us,
either a matter of life or death, both as a nation and as a people.
The world has, for years, been looking to this Republic as the great
beacon-light of liberty; the crowned heads of furope have been
long regarding the land of Columbia with jealousy and envy,
hoping and praying that our great expetimerit of'self:potennment
might prove a failure. In the mean time, dus glorions éxarhple has
enkindled a burning desire for liberty'in ‘thé hearts of the' people

' 5




80 :XPOSITION OF THE KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE.

of every surroundinz nation, and eaused them to revolutionize
their despotisms, destroy their feudalisms, modify their monarchies,
and improve their aristocracies. The great fall of freedom which
our fathers set rolling, has even reached the very heart of old ;
hierarchal Rome, and, by the master-strokes of the immortal [ :
Gariparpr, the Papal throne has been shaken to its very center, fl
and tyrants have been made to quake at the rapid strides of the w
! Genius of Liberty. Our own glorious America has advanced in L)
: civilization, in sclence, arts, improvements, and wealth, to an ex- b
tent unequaled anywhere or at any time in the world’s history; A
the American flag has become an emblem of glory and protection '
wherever it waves, whether on land or sea, and the American
' citizen is honored and respected by all nations of people. i
The memories of the Revolutionary fathers, their unprecedented '
trials and unequaled victories, have not yet become extinet, nor
their invigorating influence lost. Our gray-haired sires and aged
mothers, as they totter on the verge of the grave, with their souls
weiched with despair, and their hearts pierced with regret, turn
with feeble though earnest voice, and entreat us to maintain invio-
late the rich inheritance bequeathed us by the Graxpsiees of
Seventy-six; our wives, our sisters, our children, with their souls -
frauzht with the remembrance ol past blessings, demand of us a
continuance of them in future. And, last and greatest of all,
Gop, who cleft the waters of the Red Sea, and rolled them to the
richt hand and to the left, causing his liberated children to walk
gafely and surely from under the alling yoke of Egypt's tyrant
to the wilderness of freedom; Gop, who fought the battles of Israel,
and secured to it the land of promise; Gob, who liberated the
i world from sin by the gift- of his only-begotten Son; Gop, who E
nerved the arm of the immortal Luther fo the breakine of the i
Papal chains of Europe and the defense of religious treedom;
Gop, who directed the Puritan fathers from under the oppressive
hand of Britain to the wilderness of North America; Gop, who
heard the prayers of WASHINGTON, fought the battles of American
Independence, secured to us civil and relifous liberty, and gave
to us this great land, with its innumerable, invaluable blessings;
Gop, who has always been the friend of Freepoy, and the foe of
Opl'n'i_'.;-isit'ﬂ‘i, commands us to MovVE ForwarD in defense of the
richt, the maintenance of our government, and the vindication
of its flag. These are our incentives, and while they are not cal-
15 culated to render us so desperate, brutal, and blood-thirsty as
) those which incite the followers of Lucifer, yet they are {raught
by | with that patriotic glory, virtuous enthusiasm, and holy luster
' | which render the soldier under their influence invincible. Then,
let every one of the thousands who are marching under the BANNER
or THE I'reE be fully imbued with the great fact that he is fighting
in thes causieof hurpanity.ahd the cause of Gon.
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KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE.

There are three Degrees to the Order; the fi rst ilitary, the
gecond Financial, the third Governmental,

The ritnal of the First Degree contains little of special impor-
tance. We will here premise that the reading of the Ritnal is
entirely unintelligible except by the aid of keys, a great many nu-
merical figures being substitnted for words. Weare in possession
of the keys, and. in what we publish of the Rituals, we shall give
it just as we find it, putting into parentheses the meaning of the
figures. The two following paragraphs are from the Obligation
taken in the First Degree, the words of the first being spoken by
the Treasurer, and those of the second by an oflicer called the
Captain: .

Treasurer: Gentlemen, we mnst now tell you that the first field
of our operatious is 2 (Mexico;) but we hold it to bie onr duty to
offer our services to any Southern State to repel a Northernarmy,
We hope such a contingency may not occur. But whether the
Union is reconstructed or not, the Southern States must foster any
scheme having for its object the Americanization and Southern-
ization of 2 (Mexico,) so that in either case our success will be
certain. Z

Captain. Under the laws of 2 (Mexico,) every emigrant re.
ceives from the State authorities a grant of 640 acres of land.
Under a treaty closed with 3, (Manuel Doblado, Governorof Gu-
anajuato,) on the 11th of February, 1860, we are invited to colo-
nize in 2, (Mexico) to enahle the hest people there to establish s
permanent government. We agree to introduce a force of 16,000
men, armed, equipped and provided, and to take the field under
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the command of (Manuel Doblado, Governor of Guanajuate,)
v.'hn agrees to furnish an equal number of men to be oflicered Ly
K. G. C's. To cover the original expenses of arming our forces,
there is mortgaged lo our Trustees the right to enlicer one-half the
annual revenues of 4, (Guanajuato) until we are ]mill the snm of
8840,000, Asa bonus thicre is also ceded to us 320,000 acres of
land. The pay of the army is the same as the regular army of
2, (Mexico) which is abont one eighth more than that of the
United States. To secure this there is mortgnged to us all the
pub]w prop c;t\' of 4, (Guannjunto) amounting in taxable value to
$23,000,000. (\Innml Doblado, Governor of Guanajunto) is
now there, mnlnmr arrangements lor our reception. We shall
cross over as soon ns possible, after our national troubles are set-
tled.

[ will now give you the. signs, grips, password, and token of the
First Degree of the K. C. G.  (Of course a misprint for IX. G. C.)
This Degree has a name, which 1 may now give yvou—it is the
“1." (Knight of the Iron Hand.) "The first great sign ol the
Order is thus made, 7, (Hands open, palms touching and resting
on the top of the hend, fingers pointed upwards.) The answer to
this is 8 (open hands touching shoulder where epiulettes are
worn; elbows close to the .~ulu.} These are battle-ficld signs, and
are not to be used under ordinary circumstances. The commnon
sl"n of recognition is 9 (right forefinger drawn across upper 11;
under nose, as i rubbing.)” The answer 10, (with forefinger and
thumb of left kaad take hold of left ear.) To gain admission to
a working Castle, or the room of any K. G. C., give 1l (one dis-
tinct rap) at the door. The Sentinel on duty will then raise the
wicket and demand the countersign, which is 12, (SOLDIERS,
always lettered except at Castle door.) You will then pass to
the center of the room and give the true sign of the K, G. C.: i

*is 13, (left hand on heart; right hand raised.) This will he ree-
ognized by a bow from the C.lpl‘lm when youn will at once take
vour seat. 'The sign of assent. is 14, (both hands up;) of dissent
15, (one hand up;) the grip is 16, (press with thumb one inch
above second knuckle;) the token 17, (Golden Circle encasing
block hands closed on scroll ; the whole to be the size of a dime )
Every member may wear the gign of his degree.

And now, reader, you know as much about the 8igns, Erips,
tokens, &e., of the Knights of the Golden Circle as they them-
gelves do. We may lwrc remark that the initiation fee for theo
First Degree is one dollar, for the Second five dollars, for the
Third ten.

From the Second or Financial Degree we need give but little.

The following is the closing part of the initiation :

Captain. The head quarters of this organization are at 23,

(Monterey) where most of the stores and “munitions are depos-

.
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fted. The Financial Head quarters are at Col. N. J. Scott

is at present Financial Chairman, * * *
Tnspector. B % *
Lieutenant. * w i

Captain. | shall now give you the unwritten parts of this
work, and ! trust you will be careful in ite use, If a general war
ensues, we shall dispense with the First Degree, and rely on this
and the Third, .

Name—I18 (True Faith:) sign—25 (fore finger and thumb of
right hande joined. while with the rest of the hand upon the
right eve is tonching with the middle ﬁngger) answer—20 (same
with left hand and left eve:) password 27 (Monterey : :) night word
of distress—32 (St. Mary:) response—31 and say 5 (grasp by
wrist and eay Rio Grande:) emblem—28 (gold circle encasing
Greck cross, in center of which is star.) This is the 29 (key) to
our 30 (sr.-cret *llplmhet )use of 33 (K. G. C.) 56 (George Bick-
ley:) gnard =ign 4 28 (gold circle encasing Greek croes, in center
of which isa stnr) silence 25 (f'oreﬁnger and thumb of right
hand joined, while with the rest of the hand open the right cve
is tonching on middle finger) on lips; danger—right—same with
left.

And now it remains for us to give the Ritual of the Third De-
gree, which, as heing the most important, we shall publish almost
entire.  We have not the time or space for commenting on it now.
Every citizen can judge ol it for himsell. The Roman Catholies,
and the foreign born population will see how they are proseriberd
by this mysterions Order: this central and guiding power of the
recession and disunion party.  All will cee, too, that the Qrder
declares for a Monarchs, a Limited Monarchy, as they eall it,
until all their purposes in regard to Mexico shall have been ac-
compliched, and we need not snggest how brief will be the period
within which, if they get their Limited Monarchy, they will make
it an Absolute Monarchy.

Tmrp or Poriticar Desree oF e 33 (K. G. C.)—~aMED 57
(Knights of the Columbian Star.)

* InsTrucTIONS : Officers of the Council shall be a Governorand a
Secretary. Every 57 (Knight of the Columbian Star) is qualified
to act in either capacity.

&

Qualifications for Membership.

Candidate must be familiar with the work ot the two former
Degrees; must have been born in 58 (a Slave State.) or if in 59
(a Free State,) he must be a citizen; 60 (a Protestant) and 61 (a
Slaveholder.) A candidate who was born in 58 (a Slave State)
need not be 61 (a Slaveholder) provided he can give 62 (Eviden-
ces of character as a Southern man.)

|Il'r\|.
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O:‘:!‘?.t.'t,'r' : To formn a council for the 33 L]{ (s (2 } oo o argin
ize 63 (a government) for 2 (Mexico.) Nadi (Knieht of the (o-
lnmbian Star) shall adwit, except to o hrother 37, i he hos
this Degree, for reasons that will herenfter Appenr. Ay two G
can conler the degree on others, the oldest 57 aeting 4s Governor

Councel Hall. # #

APPROACHING Caxvinares —OF conrse nll 35 (K. €, ) know
ench other. There heing two 57 in hatling distinee of the conrr
house of said county—ithat is, 64 (within the county,) they will
confer together as to the worthiness of any 33, whom -they may
think a proper person to be made 2 57, and. having agreed, on
or both of them will go to the person. each knowine the other s
a 33, and tell him thatthere is a gentleman 64 (within the county)
who has the power to confer the Third Dewree. and propose 1o
him that all three shall, or more, if so the case is, o and appls
for it—telling him or them, at the same time. that the fee will be
65 (ten dollars.) 1If he assents, propose u time and plice, and he
punctual.  Let it not be exactly the place where the degree ie 1.
be conferred, bnt near. The &7 (Knights of the Colnmbinn Star
act as il they also songht the Degree.  Also, tell the eamldidate
that. as he or you may be r¢jected, it will he expected that he will
not mention the matter to any one till the resnlt is known,

When in the room, the Governor will take the Bible, and wiil
cause all to lay their hands thercon, when each will repeat after
the Governor the following:

INITIATION.

We three, (or any other number, as the case may be,) citizens of 58S, (a Slave State)
do hereby and herein. in the presence of cnch other and the Great Jehovah, solemnly
and sincerely pledge our faith and honor te conceal and never reveal to any mortal
Leing, save such as we know to be 57, (Knights of the Columbinn Star,) any circume-
stance or thing that may here transpire during the next hour, amd to keep the knowl-
edge of this bour forever secret from all but 57. In the name of God.  Amen

All take seats. ]
SecrETARY. What are you that you are thus leading off in this work, with which

you seem so familiar?

Goverxor. [ am, what you are, a 57; you being the Secretary and [ the Governor
of this Council, and I here promise to conscientiously do my duty at all times while I
hold fellowship with the 33. But, sir, will you explain why it was necessary to pro-
ceed as we have ?

SECRETARY. We thus procced because the laws of the Order demand if, and Le-
cause the Order will luse its efliciency as soon as it censes to be absolutely secret. 1t
Is not permitted that we shall be known to any person living, except to those who are
67 You will find nothing in the Order of which to be ashamed. Not eventle 33
must know who has this Degree.  This is, perhaps, the only real secret order in the
World. Tt muxt he bept seered !

GOVERNOR. EI'D Candirdate.] [ have a few questions to ack youn, which T trust yon
will answer without reserve, for I pledge you my word as a nan, as a 57. aml as Gov-
ernor nf this Council, that [ am in earnest in this work. and would not have sought
you out, unless I had thought thiswhole work would mect your unqualified approba.
tion.

1. Give me the sign, password and grip of a 1 (Knight of the Iron Hand.)

2. Give me the signs, password and grip of 1 18 (True Faith.)

i
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. To what 66 (Castie) o you helon;: ?

Where were you born!

Where was xonr [ather and mother lovrm ?

Are vou G0 (a 'rotestant) or 67 {1 aman Catholic?)

Where do you naw live!?

it you belong to any other secret socjety 1’

. Married or single i

. Are you 61 (2 Shaveholder *)

Will vou stand v in your ubligation to the 33 (K & C.1)
12. Do you believe in the relizicn of Jesus Chirist ¢
13. Are you willine 1o help in spremsding it?

Ceemrany.  Judging from what you hiave seen of thie 33 Project, and by what you
know of us, are you new willing to be united with us in a society from which yon
can never resign, but which can in no way compromise you, sinee the only work and
responsibilities we put on you are theee:

1. Sceresy as to who the 57 are.

. To attend every call of a Council made by the Governor tGieneral of this State.

1 Todo fur every hrother what every brother has sworn todo for you.

4. To intorin the nearest workivg hrother known to you, of danecer to the 23 or O7.
6. To exrreise 3 cautions prudence in counterncting false fmprestions of the 33, and
to report to 56, (Georee Bicklea) or his SUCCASSOT OF SUCCESLOTS, a1y improper or dan-
gorous actions you may knew ol

g. To respoml to the call of any brother in your eouniry.

. Amd never to speak of the werk and character of tli» degree of the 33 to any
one execpt 57, only as yun express sentiments taught by the Orcer.

We shall not force you to work unless you desiie 1o do ro, hut on the call of five
brothers you must respond, if in your pewer =olu do. (hice 2 57, (Knight of the
Columbian St=r) =e you will live aud die, thongh no mortal man may know it hut 57.

Goveracm Are »on willing to proceed?

[Candidate an-weis, ves.]

SpeneTany. Every knee shall Lend to God, and every tungue conlrss bis nome.

Goverxor. Brothers, we will kneel for praser. e —

(ovemxon, Mr. Sceretnry, celleet the fees of this [or thiese] candidates, and we
will ,-receed in the work of initiation.

(&)

—
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OBLIGATION [TEHIVEREDR BY GOVERND L.

Defore God and the=e wilnesses, [ do vow that I will never revenl the sipns, grips,
passwords, tokens or significants of the &7. (Knights of the Colombian Stard to any
man, woman or chilil, except to a i7 in pood and Inwful standing. and then only as
hereafter directedd. andd for the liwinl purposes of this Unler Anl [ pledpe and
commit mysell fully and freely to ench of the fullowing obligations, and in puriect
g od faith: E

1st. I vow and promise to coneeal the names of the 57, the objects and character
thereof, and never to spenk of the snme as thougeh 1 was a menther, except to thore
wh can give me our sacredl word in such a woy as to satisfy me they are 57.

od. No matter what secrets mny he given to me by a &7, il given as tbe secret of a
== and because 1 am one, I will hold the same sacredly in my own knowledge, and
neyver recommuniente i, even to n 57, (Knight of the Columbinn Star) unless author-
jzed s0 to do v the hrother whove gecret it i~. I'will never speak evil of a Lrother
57, cither before his face or La-hind bis back. 1will never dishonor the wife or
daughter of a 57, 1 knowiny them to be such, but I will shicld and protect the char-
acter of all 57 whom [ may know to be such, their wives, daughters and families.

3d. 1 will oppose, to the utmost of my ability, and never consent, but vole agninst
the admission of any confirmed drankard, professional gambler, rowdy, convict. felon,
68, (Abolitionist.) negro,Indian, minor, idiot or 69. (Foreigner,) to membership in this
department of the 33,but [ will get as many good and eligible 70 (Southern Lorn
men) to join this Degree n.‘ﬁ 1 cun.

sth. * »
oth. s » .

6th. I do promise and vow that [ will use my hest exertions to find out any and
every 63 (Abolitionist) in my county, whether 71 (man, woman or child.} and for-
ward the nnme of such to 56, (Gerrge Bickley) or his lawful successor, cr, in case |
remain in the T2 (United States) after 56 and the 33 have gene to the 2, (Mexicol |
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will report the sume to the Governor-General of this State, and T will keep a clos
watch on all euch, and report at every meeting of my Council, for the fuformation ./
the 57 remaining in the 72 (United States ) I 1 know of any 63 who is a 73 (=tran.
ger or traveler) trading with 100 (negroes) or doing any other uniawful act [ will n
once inform all 57 in_my country—shall cull the 57 to meet in Council, that propet
steps may be taken for 74 (his exposure.)

ith. 10 any 75 (insurrection) shail be started, aml it comes to my knowledge, 1 wil
do all 1 have promised alinve  Or should my State. or any other 76, (Southern Sta
be 77 (invaded) by 68, (Abolitionists) | will muster the largest foree | can, and go 1
the scene of danger, il well amd able to go. [ further promise to doail I can to bui |
up a public sentiment in my State favorable to 18. (the expulsion of free negroe:
that they may be sent to 2 (Mexico.) 1 further promise that no 79 (frec negro) shall
marry 80, (my slave) or 80 marry a 79, if 1 can prevent it.

Sth. | alro promise to report to the Governor-General of the State the names of
G7 (Roman Catholic) ministers in my county. aswell as of all 31 (Northern teacher:
amed no G9 (foreigners) ur GS (Abolitionists) shall ever receive this degree if 1 can pre-
vent il—one negative vote only heing necessary to rejeet any one from reeeivinge this
Degree, which vote must he taken before the enndidite lias beoy apprenchied.

Ith. | will proteet aud defend ull widows nand  orphans, to the best of my ability,

und especially those of a 457, and [ vow | will never desert the 67, ur their canze 2
aime, while three members remain and consent to propagate it.  And, should the.
tucceed in 52 (conquering and Southernizing) the whole or nny part of 2 (Mexic
will do all 1 can (o prevent any 67 (Homan Catholie) from being appointed to any
lice of profit or trust, and even in the 72 (U 8.) I will always give the preferciee |
GO (a Protestant,) and especially to 57. @ will do all [ ean, a% an Lonorable man, |
mnke &8 (a Slave State) of 2. A= sueh, T will urpe its 83 (aunexation) to 72, (. 5
otherwise [ will oppese it with equal zeal.  In2 [ will endeavor to cause 1o bie opene
to the public all A4 (nunnerics. monasteries or convents) and there <hall e no adyan.
tages Lo 67 (Reman Catholic) wiich is not equally accorded to 60 (I'rotestant.)
50 (Bible) shall be adopied for use in all public schools, and any 85 (I'riest) who shall
te detected in 86 (mambling, or violating the ordinances of religion,) shall bLe ex.
Jelled from 2, Any minister holding any place under the Government must be o
{Protestant.)

10th. All civil places of prominence shall he given, so far as my influence goes,
to 57, (Knight= ol the Columbian Star) and. when these are supplied, to the 18 (True
Faith3) then to the } (Knights of the Iron Hand.) 1 will advocate the establishment
of 683 (a Government.) which =hall place the power in the hands of the most edu-
cated and moral, and eppose the vecognition of any 87 (Negro, Mulatto, Indian o
mixed hlood,) tocitizenship. T will sustain the effort to ceduee the 83 (Peon SVEler
to £9 (Ferpetunl Slavery,) amd to divide them to 1, (Knights of the Iron Iand,) 15,
(True Faith,) and 57, (Knights of the Columbian Star,) in the proportion of 1, 2, 2,
to have amd hold forever. But the same luws shall be enacted for their protection s
are recoprized in every otlier 55 (Slave State.)

11th. Until the whole civil, political, financial and religious reconstruction of 2
(Mexico) has been completed, L will recognize a 80 (Lintited 3Monarchy) as the best
form of 63 (Government) for the purpose in view, since it can be made strong and
nffective,

12th. To prevent the entrance of any 65 (Alolitionist) into 2 (Mexico,) I will sus-
tain a passport system, and any and every 73 (stranger or traveler) shall go befors
the customs oflicer at the port of his entry, and there take an onth, stating whether
be intends to become a citizen, and, il so, that he will sustain and support the gov-
ernment then in existence, and that he will not interfere with the system of 9 (per-
petual slavery) then recognized, but that he will ok:ey the laws then recognized. 1f
he be o traveler merely, he shall give up lis passport to the Chief of Police on his
entrance into each town, and which shall be returned to him on demand of the same
oflicer, when about to leave for another place. And any 73 who shall pass, or at-
temnpt to pass, without a pnssport, shall be arrested and expelled from the country,
and upon resistance he shall be shot; but every traveler so entering 2 (Mexico) must
Le informed of this rule,

13th. The successor to 50 (Geo. Bickley) must be over thirty yenrsof age, of South-
ern birth, liberally edusated, a 57, (IKnight of the Columbian Star,) sound of bhody
and mind, and married, and 60 (a Protestant.,) Ile shall swear to carry out this pol-
ley, and tn extend 01 (slavery) over the whole of 92, (Central Americn,) if in his
power. [lle shall try to acquire 93 (Cuba,) and control 94 (the Gulf of Mexico.) No
one else will I sustain. Bat for such na one, who must be proposed by the 95 (Cabinet
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RNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE. T

Minister,) and elected by all 57, or a majority of them, I will sustain bere, there, or
elsewhere. When the 33 (K. G. C.) cross the §, (Rio Grande,) 1 will do all 1 can to
rend in €6, (recruits for the army,) and, if 1 ghould evercease to be anactive worker
{or the 57, 1 will keep secret what I know of the real character of the organization,
and 1 promise never to confer this degree in any other way than in the way 1 bave
here received it, and I will forward to £8, (George Bickley,) or to the Governor Gen-
eral of this State, the name and fees of every candidate whom I shell initiate us Gov-
ernor. In witness, 1 do voluntarily, here in these presence, sign my name and P. 0.
Address, (Governor asks, "' will you signt'')

Secrrrary. Perbaps you had better bear the whole degree and then sign, for,
unless we have vour entire approbation, we do pot wish to commit you to anything.
1 am well aware that this whole scheme is a Lold and daring one, that can tut surprise
vou at first, as it did me, and for this reason I beg to state & few fects for your con-
tideration. In the rise and progress of Democracy in America, we have seen its
highest attainment. In the very outset, it was based on high religious principles, and
adopted as a refuge from despotism. In the North. Puritanism melted it, and went
g0 {ar as to lenve out the natural conservative element of all Democracies, 57T, (co-
mestic slavery.) As a result, we have presented now, social, religious and political
anarchy. From Millerism and spiritualism, every TUtopian idea has numerous advo-
cates, The manufacturer is an aristocrat, while the working man is a serf. The
latter class, constantly goaded by poverty, seek a change, they care not what jtmay
be. Democracy, unrestrained by Y7, (domestic slavery,) muluplies the manufactur-
ing classes indefinitely, but it debases the mechanic. Who ever knew a practical
shoemaker, or & maker of pinheads, 1o have a man's ambition? 7hey own nDeither
land or property, and have no tie to the institutions of the country. The Irishman
emigrates, and the Frenchman remains at home. The one hates his country, the
other adores his. The Frenchman is a slaveholder 2nd a man. The Irichman is a
serf and an ourcast. The South is naturally agricultural, and the fermer teingmost
of the time in the midst of his growing crops, seeing the open cperativn of nature,
his mind expands, he grows proud nnd anibitious of oll arourd, and feels himsel{ &
man. He wants no change, either in civil, political or religious affairs. He culti-
vates the soil, and it yields him the means Lo purchase lator. He becomes attached
to home and its associations, and remains forever a restraived Democrat, restrained
by moral and civil law from any and all overt acts. He nceds ond makes a central-
ized government, because his property is at stake when anarchy prevails.

GovERNOR. Now, inthe case of 2 (Mexico;) suppose we were to elevate to citizen-
ship 87, (Wegro, mulatto, Indian or mixed blood,) do you not see at once that the
very act would undoall the results of 82 (conquering and Southernizingf) We thould

- be voted back to 72 (U. S.) the day of the first election. XNone Lut white 58 (lapd-

holders) should be allowed the exercise of the citizen's franchice. These are tke
men who pay the taxes and guard the peopie. A gain, efficient officers require ex-
perience, which can only te ncquired by time, hence, places should be held aslong
as the holder can discharge faithfully and efficiently his functions.

SgcreTary. You will therefore see that we lator not only lor the extension of ST
(Domestic Slavery) in 2, but that we seek to make 63 (a government) strong ecough
to protect and perpetuate it. The means for erecting a 80 (Limited Monarchy) are
in 2. They only require to be used well. We require 2 vast number of officers, some
{housands in all. Now, help us make 63, (a government,) and go you and send your
son and let bim take his place. The work is large, and there are plenty of us to do
it. Of course the whole scheme must be managed well. As scon as everything is
reduced to order, then we may canvass the question of a republic.

GoveRrxor. Vast sums will be needed. 2 can furrnish every dollar. The dsy we
cross 5, (Rio Grande,) parties in 98 (Matamoras) will advance us §1,000,600, and
others at 23 (Monterey) £2,000,000. The revenue of those two places amounts to
£7,000,000, and the other cities in 24 (Northern Mexico) very large sums. 7The 33
then is only & repetition of the East India Co., or the Hudson Bay Co. You are now
a stockholder. Help us to get in the field with your money and your influence: heip
us to procure material, for you are as much interested as any of us. Money will fol-
low our success. We shall concentrate in 20 (Encinal Co., Texas) by Sept. 15th, 1860,
(a misprint, we presume, for 1561.—ED. JOURNAL.) and we will cross 5 (Rio Grande)
by the 1st day ot 6 (October.) Now, sir, if you will be one of us, either to go or 10
stay at home, you will sign your name as all of us have done, after which I will give
you the Ceremonial of this Degree, [Candidate signs at the end oy the work;
and Ae also signs his own work.]

SxceeTaRY. The signs, test signs, words and passwords, grips and pass-gTips,
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tokens and keys of this degree must be well learnel, for on their proper wse depenidy
your standing in this Order. Notice them, practice them, and heed them,

[The candidate is here made to sign the oblization, as also a copy for Limselr,
When he has done this, present him with a copy nmd a key of the Degree. ]

S16xs, de.—(These are now to be given in full and explained.) &5~ See Ker.

[The Key here mentioned we have. We will give it in such a form that the Feader
will understand it. The sign is @ [raise hat with lefe hand over rizht, open Ded oy
top of hend.] The countersign is & [left band with hat extended ta right angles,
hand by side.] The silent sizn is ¢ [left hand on beek of head.]” The snswer is
{rizht hand on furehend, then extended.] The night sign is & [Lwo distinct elaps of
of hands, and repeat once.] The test sign is /* [linger and thumb of left band take
hold of lip.] Tho sacred word is g [Elei.] The password is & [Andalusin,] and 1o
this is ndded, inpirenthesis, ** Notice instructions in use of words.” The night word
given with ¢ is ¢ [hit.rh.l] The gripis j [as given.] The pass grip is & [same with
left hand, still holding hy ri'.:hl.'.} The token or cmilblem is & {sulnc ns 1-]1m\-||_] Tha
answer to J° is m [right thumb and fore finger ou pit of stomach. ]

That's all we have at present to give, and, as we have said, it may be relied an as
authentic. It is o revelation of the mysteries of an Order which claims to be, and
no doubt is, powerful in our land, Its emissarics have lured into it thousamds of
young men, by impressing them with utterly false ideas of its nature and designs,
The members of the First and Second degrees know nothing of the Third, although
they are unwittingly guided and cofiffolled by it. Let them examine the revolting
character of the obligations of the Third Degree, amd then muke all haste to repu.
diate an organization that deserves tie.scorn and abhorrence of all justmbm, '

The reader will remark’thag General Bickley Insists, in his circlar, ‘that "™ it s
exceedingly desirable and important to organize the State of Kentucky beforé the
August eleclions.’”” No doubt the intention of the Orider is to make its power lelt In
various ways on the day of the election. We look forward with uo little interest to
the result. yi

The Roman Catholics and foreign born citizens will find much in the Ritual of the
Third Degree deserving their nttention. Irishmen in particular will meet with some-
thing interesting to themselves.

If public opinion has not utferly lost {ts virtue, it will speedily sweep this miserahls
Order off the face of this earth., Will Geo. Bickles «:re, after the exposition, to show
his face among men? Will any Knight of the Golden Circle have the audacity to
avow himsell one, or let himself be known asonel! Isittrue, can it be true, that
men of respectable standing in onr coinmunity acknowicdge, either before the world
or in their own hearts, the obligations of the Third Degree of this infamous associa-
tion? -

The K. G. C.'s declare for a‘'Limited }[nnnmhg, and say that it ywill be time enough
to discuss the question of a Rtepublic when all the' extraordinary.purposésathat they
propose to themselves shall have been accomiplisfied. s s P A L R

The K. G. C."s of the Third Degree, it scems, luok keenly to office. - Tliey require
that ¢l the members of their Degree shall have nffices .before any member of the
Second Degree can be nccommodated, and that « the members ol the Second De-
gree shail be provided with ollices before a solitary individual of the First ean )ic
accommodnted. But then they say that they are going to have thousands of offices,
and they mean that the incumbents of oflices shall hold en for life.

It is no wonder that the members of the Third Degree, Knights of the Columbian
Star, as they call themselves, guard carefully in their Ritual agninst ever being
known as such, even to their brethren of the First and Second Degrees.

Let all bear steadily in mind that the Order of the Knights of the Golden Clrcle is
now and has all along Leen the central sun of the Sccession party of Kentucky.
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