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| FINALLY SPLIT.

STATE ASUNDER

_Taylor, Leading by 2,383 Votes
- on Returns, Lost Office by

Legislative Action After
. Taking Oath

VICTOR FATALLY WOUNDED

Kentucky has had far more
than its share of memorable po-
litical fampaigns—and still is hav-

gt ¢.rg.'4};__.§3ygkeven the lively gub-
srnatofial. confest of 1935, i which
A. B. {handler finally ernerged vic-
after several months  of
hectic 'pre-primary and pre-election
campaigning, could not quite meas-
ure up to the gubernatorial cam-
Paign of 1899.

That was the year in which Wil-
liam Goebel, then a state senator,
was nominated by the organization
Democrats in the memorahle Music
Hall’ conventien at TLonisville—an
act that finally was climaxed, early
in 1900, by the assassination of
Goebel and the elevation to the
governor’s chair of J. C. W. Beck-
ham, nominee for lieutenant gover-
nor in that same convention.

The campaign really started in
1898, when Goebel, already a power
in the Democratic party, succeeded
In securing through action of the
state legislature a new election law,
renerally referred to as the “Goebel
law.” By this act the electioh ma-
chinery was placed in the hands of
three commiissioners chosen by the
assembly, and in county boards ap-
pointed by these commissioners.
This law was condemned bitterly
by the Republican party, and like-
wise by sdme of the state’s most
influential [Democrats,

Goebel Began Campaign
in January

Therefore when Goebel, on Janu-
ary 20, ‘1899, resigned from the
Democratic state central committee
and forraally announced his candi-
dacy for governor, strong and de-
termined opposition arose immedi-
ately within the ranks of his own
party. The Herald, whose editorial
policies were at that time directed
by W. C. P. Breckinridge, was
among the newspapers and political
leaders who stated that Goebel was
not the man for the place and ex-
pressed the opinion that he could
not win even if he were nominated.

Goebel nevertheless started his
campaign abnost immediately, the
formal opening taking place at leb-
anon on January 23. The crowd
was large and his speech wag ap-
plauded at times, “but there was
no strong demonstration from the
audience,” said The Herald in its

»mews columns the following morn-
ing,

Some of the foes of Goebel within
i the Demgceratic party began to cast
about fof a party leader who could
sibset. &ho Lgireat advaitage “4hat
PGoebel held through control of the
~party ovganization, As a result two
men entered the field against him
~—P, Wat Hardin and William J.
Stone, The campaign swept dra-
matically through the late winter
and spring months to its climax
In the convention at the old Musie
Hall in Louisville, held in June, On
the 27th of that month Goebel and
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COI7. WILLIAM GRUBBS
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William Grubbs,

Central Kentucky several decades ago, but the elaborate uniform he

wore was not that of a colonel; it

apparently was that of a

Templar. The picture was submitted by Mrs. J. M, Sloan, of 126 Clay

avenue,

Beckham were nominated as gov-'
ernor and lheutenant governor, de-'o
spite cries of ‘“steam-roller” and|
“steal” that resulted from the als|
leged strong-arm tactics used by
the Goebel wing to gain the victory.
Second Democratic Ticket Named

Refusing to bow to the eonven:
tion’s verdict, the Democratic fac-
tion which had opposed him in the |
convention immediately made plans|
figx Lo o dagontingyg Dorrodvating
ticket in the field. A convention
was arranged, to be held in Lex-|
ington on August 16, and at this/
convention Joghn Young Brown (not|
the present John Young Brown of{
Fayette couty) was chosen as gub- |
ernatorial nominee of what it was
decided to call the “Honest Elec.
tion Democratic party.”

In the meantime the Republicans,
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also convening in Lexington, had
on July 13 nominated William S,

Taylor as governor, and the elec. !

tion campaign was on in earnest,

Stump speeches by the nominees
and their supporters in half
dozen cities and towns were
corded almost daily in
of The Herald; and in almost every
edition, during the last thyes
momths-of the campaign, the issues
wole dismeuassed 1y one AR e eedie
torials. On September 12 The Her-
ald said editorially:

“The true issues of this campaign
are honest party government, and
free and honest elections. On these
issues this contest is waged: here
is the line of battle. On one side
it is contended that party regular-
ity is the prime and supreme ques-
tion te 'é)e answered by every Demo-
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crat and thet fio one is a Demoe
who is not ready to vote for ay
nominee of a regular conventiog
that all matters of principles, ;
questions of conscience and mo

all claims of houesty and fair d ,
ing are out of place in such a 4
cussion; that all a Democrat ¢

any right to ask, the only matter
has any right to consider, is—ig }
nomination by a regular conv
tion? If so, he must vote for tj
nominee, no matter who he is g
what he believes, or what he hg
done, or how and what methods of

tained the nomination. ;

“On the other side this is denicj
and it'is urged that the party |
bound by the laws of honesty at
fair dealing; that fraud, force, h |
ery, intimidation, perjury, violatio
of pledges viﬁuie any act; that |
declared nomihation is not a val

| nomination it obtained by such

farigus means; and thut__-(t.he~s ._
object of "the “formuation i

3

‘party®is the good of the people am

the preservation of our institutio
and that when this object is los
sight of and a nomination dishon
estly obtained also means anti-Dems
ocratic policies and dishonest el
tions, every Democrat, every honest
man, must unite with all good men
to defeat that nomination ant-aegd
cue that party from such fate, “4
“In a discussion upon such tops
ics, in a contest about such matters)
the attempt to interpose other ques
is futile. The Herald his
often repeated that at the bar of
public opinion Mr., Goebel stanlg
indicted, and that for which' a
stands is on trial; he stands iy
centralized power in party in el¢
tions—a power that can be ci@
ruptly used; that has been er A
ruptly used. Ilf Kentucky desird®
the perpetuation of that system s'e)
will elect Mr, Goebel—if she does
not, then Mr. Goebel will be de.
feated. This is the issue.” :
Headlines From The Herald 3
Most modern newspapers, no met-
ter what their politics, give spaced
in their news columns to both sideg |
during election CAMPAIgNS; Dhul+
was by no means the rule in the
Gay Nineties. The  Herald wasl
more progressive than Some of itsy
contemporaries; its columns fres
quently contained news stories)
giving the arguments of pro-Goebell
as well as anti-Goebel Speaker
Nevertheless, The Herald didn’t exg
actly praise Goebel in the headl
lines. Among these heads, during
the closing days of the campaign
were many such as these

FIRST DUTY OF TODAY

Is the Defeat of Goebelism

BRYAN THE SUFFERER
His Visit to Lexington Did Goebel

Little Good and Resulted in ’

Harm to His Own Chances :

KENTUCKY CAMPAIGN = &

The Struggle of the People Against
the Machine: Goebel Can Not
Be Elected on a Fair Count

FF EVERY MAN
d 2 " Limg v Ay
Respect 'His Own Right and
Defend the Honor of the State
}«“inally came the red-letter elec.
tion day of the century-—November
7. In huge headlines the following
morning, The Herald asserted:

GOEBEL 18
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a

DEFEATED

——

Thi Machine by Wk ich E
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