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COLLECTION

OF SOME QF THE MOST INTERESTING

TARRATIVES

OF INDIAN WARFARE IN THE WEST,

CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF THE ADVENTURES OF

Colonel DANIEL BOONTE,

ONE OF THE FIRST SETTLERS OF KENTUCKY,

Comprehending the most impertant occurrences relative ‘to. its early
history—~Also.an-account of the Manners, and Customs of the Indi-
ans,. their Traditions and Religious Sentuments, their Police or Cip-

il 'G.wemmen:, their Discipline and method of War:
TO WHICH IS ADDED,

AN ACCOUNT OF THE EXPEDITIONS OF

Genl’s. HarMER, Scorr, WiLkinson, St. Craig, & WarRE.

The whole comprled from the best authorities.

By Sammuel L. Metealf,

——

"My Countrymen! These things ought not to be forgotten. For the bent
it of our children, and those that follew them, they should be recorded 1
&itsfory~DA, FRAFELIN,
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LEXINGTON, K.
SXRIRTED BY WILLIAM &. NUNT.
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PREFACE, A

ameR) P E—

Ir the reader should receive any entertainment from the pefusal
of the following pages, he may consider himself indebted for it to the

following incident:
e Editor was journeying through the

Inthe Spring of 1820, as th
Southern part of this state, he called at an lan. for lodginggwherehe

was highly amused Mtiﬁ'éd by the relation of some interesting
anecdotes-of-Indian warfare, by an intelligent fellow-traveller, who
cky* From this circumstance he was in-
duced to believe that much interesting matier of thisdescription might
be obtained, by alittle exertion, which, in a few years, if not collected,
would be consigned to oblivion, or found only in the traditions of the
west. He has, therefore, since that time employed himself in making’
diligent search after such materials as would reflect light on the early
settlement of the Western Country generally; the result of whichthas
enabled him to present the reader with the following nartatives.
They cannot fail to excitéan interest in the people of the west, many
of whose friends and relations were conspicuous actors in the seenes
which are described. Some of them exhibit specimens of boldness
and ferocityson the part.of the savages, and of heroic intrepidity on
the part of the earlyssettlers, not surpassed in the annals of history.
They also make us in some measure acquainted with the dangers and
difficulties which' our fathers underwent in penetrating and settling
this vast wilderness. They were continnally harassea by a treache-
rous-and unrelenting foe. They fought in the defence of a country
whose plains were drenched with tlie blood of their fellow citizens.
They abandoued the pleasures of civilized and polished society, and

% Qolonel Murpell, of Barren County, Ky.




£ Prefuct.

emigrated to these inhospitable wilds, under eirciimstances the mdst
unfavourable: yet the spirit of enterprise which prompted them was
not to be extinguished by the dangers which surtounded them. The
husuriant fertility‘of the country, the salubrity of its climate, and the
beauty of its scenery, were well calculated to excite and cherish in
them the spirit of adventure.

A desire to trace the origin and progress of states, the decline and
@ll of nations, and the means by which great objects have been achiey-
ed, is perhaps natural to man. To rescue from oblivion some of the
most important events connected with the early history of this country,
18 the. ObJEG[ of the following publication,

1t must be peculiarly gratifying to every philanthropick mind,to be-

_hold the happy change which a few years have effected in the condi-

tion of the WesLem States, Where, a few years since; nothing was
heard but the Indian v..u“'hn('ﬁ;“ﬁ'ﬁﬂ the howling of wild beasts, we
now hear, in our halls of legislation, the voice of cloguence, proclaim-
ing the dignity and the I'Eghts of man; and in temples dedicated to the
MOST HIGH, our ears are saluted with the welcome sound of “peace
and good will to men.” In the place of those gloomy forests once
denominated the DARK AND BLOODY GROUND, we now behold a
rich, delightful, and highly cultivated country. Where lately stood a
few dismal, smoky cabins, surrounded by woods and cane-brakes, are
now to be seen fertile fields, flourishing orchards, blooming gardens,
elegant and commodious houses, and rich,ipopulous, and refined cities.
How df.hgfllful to dwell in the midst of this highly favoured land,

and contemplate its growing prosperity; .'ﬁancl affording in rich abun-
dance all the lusuries of life, and decorated with all the variegated
charms which nature can bestow. Here, we m:ght almost exclaim in
tke language of lhc puet,

mnnm;ezm :’m‘!m, }r!m ,r?frmmr; nectaris ibant,
Flavague de wviride stillubant ilice melig.*

¥lerc civilization and the arts ave fast advancing to perfection; and here
genius, hurtured by science and philosophy, and enriched by the im-
provements of former ages, is to shine forthin all the splendor of in-
tellectual power.

In the publication of the following nartatives it hasnot been ourin,
tention  to perpetuate against the unfortunate Indians that spirit of

*Now milk and nectar Jow through msef'r;ﬁcfrf
And gicenleav’d oaks delicious honey weld,—1.
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“prejudice and hatred which has been exeited by their éruel massa«

cres of the whites, With the liberal and enlightened, there are mf«
fy circumstances which palliate their inhumanity. They could not but.
consider us asthe crafty usurpers of their native soil, which had been
friven to them by the “GREAT SPIRIT.” Tt should be recollected,
that independently of the many wrongs which they suffered from our
encroachment on their dominions, they were stimulated to hostilities
by the emissaries of France, while that kingdom was contending with
Great Britain for the possession of the Western Country: and that
after the commencement of the American Revolution, they were
urged on by the British themselves to the perpetration of the most
horrid outrages. Allowance should be made for their want of infor-
mation, and for the principles by which they were influenced. A su-
perstition prevailed among them, common to the early Greeks and
Romans, which induced them to suppose that ‘‘the manes of their
deceased friends slain in b.lg.tle, weresoothcd by the blood -of their
captives.*”

it has Been very common among those who have described the
abor:g:nes of our counfry, to represent them as a treacherous, cow-
ardly, and ferocious race, devoid of almost every virtue which consti-
tutes the dignity and the glory of man, This, however, has arisen
partly from prejudice, and partly from an imperfect knowledge of their
character. If there were writers among the Indians, the mosthonorable
testimony might be given of their bravery, patriotism, and generosity,
But alas, they haye no historian to record their yalorous deeds; no poets
to celebrate the virtues and achievements of their departed heroes,
They are suffered to glide down theoblivious tide of time, “unwept, un-
honored, and unsung.” The whole race is diminishing in number
with & rapidity unparalleled in the history of nations, Many of the
most powerful tribes which inhabited the United States during the
last century, are new known only in name, If weare to judge of the
future from the past, we must belieye that in a short period, the re-
maining tribes that still linger about the shores of the lakes, and the

“tributary streams of the Mississippi and Missouri, will pass away

from the earth like adream, no more to be remembered or regarded.
+We are driven back” said an old warrior, “until we can retreat no
further—a little longer and the white men will cease to persecute us,
for we shall cease to exist.”

¥ Leur sang, disoit-il, sera agreable a Vombre de ce hevds, Telemaque.
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Tt is right to snform the reader that the following narratives have I
heen obtained from sources of the most nndoubted authenticity- &
Some of them have been before published in & colléttion by Archi- '
bald Loudon, and some 1n separate pamphlets, all of which have long

since been out of print. Others have appeared in the Western Re- e
view, a work found in, comparatively, but few hands. Nearlyall the bt
facts have been furnished by persons who were immediately concern- L
ed in the transactions which they described. : B2
It*was the original design of the Editor to give a continued and me- ¢
thodical narrative of all the Indian warsin the Western Country, from
its first settlement to the treaty of Greenville.* This plan, lrowever,
1ie ias been obliged to relinquish for want of time. The contents of
this volume may be regarded merely as materials which the futurs
historiaimust compress and arrange in chronological order.
SRR e e - S, L. METCAL¥E: .
* Generally called Waime's Treaty. . s
b
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OF THE ADVENTURES OF

COL. DANIEL BOON

. From his first arrival in Kentucky in 1769 16

the msz 0

“on the Tst of‘ May, in the year 1769,
at 1 13510‘11&(1 my domestic happiness for a time,

- sand left my family and peaceable habitatiofi” on

the Yadkin River, in North-Carolina, to Wwan-
der through the wilderness of America, in quest
of the conntry of Kentucky, in company with John
Finley, John Stewart, Joseph Holden, James Me-
nay, and William Cool.  We proceeded suce
gessfully, and after a long and fatiguing journey
througl 0 ounta.uwus wilderness, in a westward

direction, on the enth day of June fonlﬁ\'rﬁg we
found ourselves on Red-River, where John Fin-

Jey had formerly been trading with the In-

ﬂiaﬁs, and from the top of an eminence, saw with

pleasure the beautiful level of Kentucky. _Here

lets upe observe, that for some time we ,had experi+

enced the most uncomfortable weathef as a preliba-

fion of our future sufferings.c At this place wo
4 2




- Colonel Boon’s Narrative:

encamped, and made a shelter to defend us from
the inclement season, and began~to-hunt and re-
connoiter the country. e _fuuml every where @~
bundance of wild beasts of all sorts, through this
vast forest. The buffaloes were more frequent
than T have seen cattle in the setttements, browz-
ing on the leaves of the cane,or cropping the her-
bage on those extensive plains, fearless, because ig-
norant, of the violence of man. Sometimes we sawW
hiin __',_'-:,gg‘mrggeband the numbers about the
gall _springs were ‘ama “aln this forest, the
habitation of beasts of ev ery kind natoral fo A-
merica, ‘we practised hunting with great success
auniil the twenty-second day of December following.
~ This -day John Stewart and I had a pleasing
ramble, but fortune changed the scene in the close
‘ofit. 'We had passed through a great forest,on
which stood myriads of trees, some gay with blos-
goms, others rich with frnits. Natore was here
aseries of wonders, and a fund of delight. Hers
ahe dlspl‘tyed her mD*enult_) and mdu&try‘m 2 Va-
ricty ft8ybeattitully coloured, el
L‘"‘illlﬂj shaped, and charmingly ﬂﬂVDUl‘Gd &I}d
We were diverted with innumerable amma.ls pre-
senting themselves pcrpctuaﬂy to our view. In the
deslinesof the day, near Kentucky river, as we as-
cended “the brow of a small lull a number of Ioc
dians mshtﬂ’uut of a thick cane-brake upun us, and
made-us prisonerses The time of our—sorrow was
siow anived; and thesscene fully* opened.  Fha

25 2 s oy s ——
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olonel Boon’s - Narrative. &

JFndians plundered us of what we had, and kept ue
in confinement seven days, treating us. with com-
mon Sayage usage. — During this time we discover-

adifio uneasiness or desire to-escape, which wade

them -less saspicious of us; but inthe dead of night,

as we lay in a thick cane-brake by a large - fire;-
when sleep had locked up their senses, my situation
not disposing me for rest, I touched my companion’
and gently awoke him. We improved this favours
able opportunity, and departed, leaving' them to:
take their rest; and speedilyedizeciod.ol el PS 8-
towards-guasaldse ’hétfﬂunﬂ”it iﬁﬁnderei,.au' ;
the sompany dispersed and gone home.  About this:
fime my brother, Squire Boon, with another ad-
venturer, who came to explore the country shortly

after us, was wandering through the forest, deter—

mined to find me, if possible, and accidentally
found out camp. Notwithstanding the unfortunate
circumstances of our company, and our dangeré’iis
situation, as sarrounded with hostile sayages, our

HEeTr g_fortunately in the wilderness made us
_reciprocallysansible of the utmost s&tigf%yc't?ou_,d%g

much does friendshTpbrs
sorrows and sufferings vanish at the meeting not
only of real friends, but of the most distant ac-
guaintances, “and substitute  happiness in their

Toom. P
: Si_i_,g_l; after this, my companion in captivity, Johu
Stewant, was killed by the savages; and the man

{hat came with my brother vettrned home by hin

misfortune, that

e W
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1D Eolonel Boon’s Narrativg.

salf.  We were then in a.dangerous, helpless situ:
ation, éxposed daily to perils and* death amongsh
savages. and wild heasts, not a white mandn the
gonuntry butourselves. ; p
Fhus situated; many hundred miles from onz
families in the howling wilderness, I believe few:
would have equally enjoyed the happiness we ex-
perienced. - I often observed to my hrother, You
see now how little nature requires to be satisfied:
' iﬂlﬂacﬁmgpamnn of eonteut is rather found
inear-owr hreaste than in th .':-'”_-._I.‘,. i '
nal-things: and T firmly lwllmo, 3t ronn
little philosophy to make a man happy in whatso-

ever stute he 1s. * “I'his consisis in a full resignation

to the will of Providence; and a resigned soul finds
pleasure in a path strewed with briars and thorns.

We continaed notin a state of indolence, but
huntéd every day, and prepared a . little cottage to
defend us from the winter storms. = We remained
iheve undisturbed during the Winter; and on the
first-day of Ma,y, 1770, m; b;other returned Lome

hibses an&ﬁ‘!ﬁmumtmn lcaving e by-myself;
without bread; salf, or sugzar, without company-of
my fellow creatures, or even a horse or dog. I
corfess F never before was under greater necessity

of exercising philosophy and fortitude. Afew,

days | 11'1=:=L{T’uncnmfurtabiy “~The idea of a be-
loved wife and family, and their: anxiéty upon the
goecount of my absence and exposed situation, made

i
elf," for a new recruit: of .
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.génsible’ impressions on my -heart. A thousand

dreadful apprehensions [nesented themselves to my
view, and had nndoubtedly disposed me to mehm
choly, if farther indulged.

One diy I undertook a tour through the coun-
try; and the diversity and beautics of nature I met
with in this charming scason, expelled every gloo-
my and vexatious thought. ~Just at the close of
day the gentle gales retired, and left the place to
the disposal of a pl'ofaunﬂ calm. NDL‘ a \bl‘.ﬁtﬁﬂ
shodk the most {remulessTIEai==11 he
summitpiee
with asonlshmﬂ' dehﬂ'ht beheld thc ample plame,
the beauteous tracts below. On the other hand; I
surveyed the famous river Ohio that rolled in silent
dignity, marking the western honndary of Kentucky
with inconceivable grandeur. At a vast distance
T beheld the mountains' lift theiv venerable hrows;
and penetrate the clouds.  All things ‘were still.
'udlod a fire near a fountain of sweet wafer, and
ploin of a buck, which a few hours be-

fore T had kiltem=<Plie¢ sullen shades of" night soon
overspread the whole hemiSpliere, and the earth

seemed to gasp after the hovering moisture. My
roviug: excarsion this day had fatigued my body:
and diverfed my imagination, I laid me down to
sll?&p and T aweke not unlil the sun !md chased .
away Wiénicht. I continued this tour,and in a fow
days explbred a considerable part of the countr NG

eaoh day equally pleased as'the first, 1 refurned




(7 Oollonel Boon’s Narrattve,
aﬂ"-un to my old cnmp. which was nut disturbed. i
my. absence. I did not confine My Tnd“qmn- to ity
but often reposed in - thick cane- brakes. to- avoid
the savages, who, I believe, often visited my Lamp,
but fortunately for me, in my absence. In thistit-
nation I was constantly exposed to danger, and
death. ' How unhappy such a situation for a man
tmmented with fear, which is vain if no danger
“comes _and if it does, only augmen's the pain. 1f
".mé__'nimﬁﬁﬁss twh' -‘iitnte of this a,iﬁlctma

aﬂueted The pm“huﬂ' vmlvc:. div utul Wrd
pal bours with perpetual howlings; and the vari-
ous species of animals in this vast forest, in the day
time, were continually in my view.

" Thus I was surrounded with plenty in the midst
of want. 1 was happyin the midst of dangers and
inconveniences. In such a diversity it was impos-
sible I should be disposed to melanchely.  No
populous city, with all the varleues of commerca

and.stately structures, could S fford o much plea-
sure-to-mymind, as the beauties of n'ttuw I found

s

here.
Thus, thr ough an uninterrupted scene of sﬂvan

-p].casures, Lspent the. time until the 27th day of Ju-
1y folewing, when my brother, to my great: felici-
{y, met me,saccording to ‘appointment, at our old
camp.  Shortly after, we left this place, not think-
ing it safe to stay there longery and proceeded to
Gumberland river, reconnaitering that part of the

bet
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Colonel Boon’s Narratize. 13

Lountry untll March, 4774, aud giving names t¢
the'different waterss :

Soon after, I returned home to- my f‘imﬂy with a
determination to bring them as soon as posqlble to
live in- Kentucky, which I esteemed a second par-

adise, af the risk of my life and fortune. =

I returned safe to my old habitation, and found
my family in happy eircumstances. I sold my
farm on the Yadkin, and what goods we could not
carry with us; andon the twenty-fifth Lh;, of Sep-
tember, 17°3, b'ulu a_fax

withafive" rmilies ‘more, and forty men that joined
us'in Powel’s V alley, which is one hundred and
fifty miles from the now settled parts of Kentucky.
This promising beginning was soon overcast with

a cloud of adversity; for upon the tenth day of Oc-~

tober, the rear of our compauy was attacked by a
number of Indians, whe killed six, and wounded
one man. Of these, my eldest son was one that fell
iqﬂt Toma icn. Thonn‘h we defended ourselves,
and repulsed=the; enemy, yei this uuhuppx_,a.ﬂ‘a.lr
scattered our cattle, by

culty, and so discouraged the whole company, that
we retreated forty miles, to the settlement on Clinch
river. 'We had passed over two mountains, vizs
Powel’s and Walden’s, and were approaching
Cumbe;land mountain when this adverse fortuna
overtoolk us. ._ These mountains are in the wilder-

ness; as we pass frum the old settlements i Vips

———— =

rjourney to Kentucky, in company'

———
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14 Cslonel Boow’s Narrative.

winia/to Kentaely, are rangediin a South westand
North east divection, are of a ‘greatdength and
bré&?fth, and not far distant from each othep. ~Over
1050 nature hath formed passes, that are less difficalt
Hidn  miicht be expected from 2 view of suchshuge
piles. "I'he ‘aspect of these cliffs is so- wild afid
ligrrid, that it is impossible to behold them with-
ottt ferror. The spectator is apt to imagine that
pature had formerly suffered some violent eonyul-
sions and that these are the dismembered remains of
flio-Feadfnl shock: the raitis;met of Persepolis-or
Palimyra, but of the world! -

1 remained-with my family on Olinch untirthe
Sixth of June, 1774, when I and one Michael Sto-
aer were solicited by Grovernor Dunmere, of Vir-
ginia, to go to the Falls of the Ohie, to cenduct into
ihe settlement a number of surveyors that had been
cont thither by him some months before;- this couns

try having about this time drawn the attention of

many adventurers. We immediately complied
with the Governor’s regnest, and conduoted in the
Simaﬁ',*(ﬁi’ﬁmﬁg'a four of eight hundeed
miles, (hrough many difficnltics, in sixty-twe days.
“Soon after 1 retorned home, I was -ordered.ie
¢ake the command of  three garrisons during -the
c'i;:fi."r"piﬁgn,' which Governor Dunmore carried op-a-
gains{ﬂie @hawanese Indians: after the pot;clusioti
of whichi, the Militia ‘was discharged: from each
gaprison, and 1 Being relieved from my post, was
solicited by a number of North-Carolina gentlemen,

b .
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“Sn fifteen miles of where Boonsborough now stands,

Colonel Boow’s Narratwe. 45

ihat were about purchasing the lands lying om the
S, side of Kentuclky river, from the Cherokee Indi-
ans, to attend their treaty at Wataga, in March,
1775, to negotiate with them, and, mention the
boundaries of the purchase. - This I accepted, and
at the request of the same gentlemen, undertook te
mark out a road in the best passage from the set-
tlement through the wilderness to Kentucky, with
auch assistance as I thought necessary te employ
for such an important undertaking.

I soom began this_work havine collected a num-
bBl’ f e o pei

sing inen, well armed. We proceed-
- all possible expedition until we came with-

and where we were fired upon by a party of Indi-
ans that killed two, and wounded two of our num-
ber; yet. although surprised and taken at a disad-
vantage, we stood our ground. This was on -the
swentieth of March, 1775. Three days after, we
were fired upon again, and had two men killed, and
‘threewounded. Afterwards we proceeded on to
Kentucky-siyerwithout opposition; and on the first
day of April began-te.exect the fort of Boonsborough
2t a salt lick, about sixty yards from the river, on
the South side.

On the fourth day, the Indians killed one of our

men. ‘We were busily employed in building this

fﬁ'rt., antil the fourteenth ‘day of Jupe following,
withoutiany farther opposition dxom the Yndians;




16 Cliloviel- Boon’s Narpatives"
and haying: finished the works; I returned fomuy
family, en Clinch. oo

In a short time, 1 proceeded to remove my family
f:_mu Clinch to this garrison;. where we arrived safe
withont avy other difficulties than such as are
common to this passage, my wife and daughter be-
ing the first white women that ever stood on the
banks of Kentucky river. .

- On the twenty-fourth day of December fo]lowmw
we had_one man-killed, and one wounded, by the
]rnlians, ‘who sevm‘ed ﬂe'j'f_ mined to persecute us
for_erecting this fortification. """‘._'.'_L,....Rt_,a,__. =

On the feurteenth day of July, 1776, two of {Tnl_,
Calaway’s danghters, and one of mine, were taken
grisoners near the fort, - I immediately pursued the
Tndians, with only eight men, and on the. sixfeenth
overtook them, killed two of the party, and recove
eredathegivls. . Tle same day on which this at-
tempt was made, the Indians divided themselves
into different parties, and attacked several forts,
swhich were shortly before this time eregted; doing
a-greabdeal of miselief, Fhis was extremely dis-

fressing to. the -new settlers. The innocenf hus-

bandman was shot dowan, ywhile busy cultivating
the soil for his family’s supply. - Most of the
cattlez argund the stations were destreyed. ‘They
continuediflieir hostilities in this manner until-the
fifteenth of A prj] {7775 when they attacked. Bnmwa
borough with a parety of above one !1-unc1u:{1__m
number, killed one man,and u—‘mmded four. Their
loss in this attack was not certainly known to us.

- — S N s e T [ e . PR R N . N N
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Ooloel Boon’s Nurraive. 7

Ouidhe fourth day of July following, a pariy of
shout two hundeed Indians attacked Boonshorough,
killed one man, and weanded two. ~ They besieged
us forty -eight hours; during which time seven of
them owere killed, and  at last, finding themselves
siot likely to prevail, they raised the siege, and de-
p'uted

he Iudians ‘had disposed their warriors in dlf—
ferent parties at this time, and attacked the differ-
enf garrisons to prevent their assisting each other;
and md much inju ’-L,.}l > . inhabitants.

On -t eenth day of this month ol Lo-

gan's fort was besieged by a party of abouat twe
Imndretl indians. I)lll‘l[l“ this dreadful siege they
did a great deal of mischief, distressed the garrison,
si-which were enly fifteen men, killed -two, and
wonnded one. The enemy’s loss was uncmtam,
fiom tha-comsmon-practice which the Indians have
of earrying off their dead in time of battle.  Col.
Harrod’s fort was then defended by only sixty-five
men;and menhmnuﬂh by twenty-two, there be-
1R N0 MO 2 “"'_ts or white men in the country.-ex-
cept at the Falls, a=eonsiderable distance from
$hese, and all-taken collectively were but a hand-
ful to the numerous warriors that were every where
dispersed through'the couatry, intent upon doing
all the mischief that savage barharity could: invent,
Phisewe passed through a scéne of .suﬂ"ermﬂq that

exceeds description.
On the twenty-fifth of this nlonth a_reinforce-

e
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A% Colonel Boon’s Narrative,

ment of forty-five men arrived from Neorth Caroli-
na, and about the twentieth of Angust following;
Col. Bowman arrived with one hundred men from
Virginia. Now we began to strengthen, and from
hence, for the space of six weeks, we had skirmish-
es with Indians, in one quarter or other, almost
every day.

The savages now learned the superiority of the
¥iong Knife, as they call the Virginians, by ex-
perience; being out—generallad in almost evey bat-
tle. Our affairs began to weara new aspect, and.
the enemy, not daring to venture on open war,
practised secret mischief at times.

‘On the first day of January, 1778, I went with
2 parly of thirly men to the Blue Licks, on Lick-
ing River, to make salt for the different gzuusons
in the country.

On the seventh day of Febr ua.vy, as T-was hunt.
ing, to procure meat for the company, I met with a
party of one hundred and two Indians, and two
Frenchmen, on their march a.gamst Boonshorou zh,
that place being povticularly the object of the ene-
my. -
They pursued and took me; and brought me on
the eighth day to the Licks, where twenty-seven of
my party were, three of them having previously re-
furned home with the salt, T knowing it was im-
possible for them to escape, capitulated with the
enemy, and, at a distance in theiv view, Fave no~
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.tice to my men of their situation, with orders notf to

resist, but surrender themselves captives.

The generous usage the Indians had promised
before in my capitulation, was afterwards fully
complied with, and we proceeded with them as pris-
oners fo old Chillicothe, the principal Indian town,
on Little Miami, where we arrived, after an uncom-
fortable jourrey, in very severe weather, on the
eighteenth day of February, and received as good
treatment as prisoners could L\pect fmm s&v.lges
On' the tenth day of Mavehsfollowime ™I ay '

of my @gp,awﬁe‘fﬁﬁducted bj forty Indlans to De.-

troit; where we arrived the thirtieth day, and were

treated by Governor Hamilton, the British com:
mander at that post, with great humanity.

During our travels, the Indians entertained me
well; and their affection for me was so great, that
they utterly refused to leave me there with the oth-
ers, although the Governor offered them one hun-
dred pounds sterling for me, on purpose to cive me
a parole te. 80, home Several English gentlemen
there, being se sensible of my adverse for tune, and
touched witu human sympathy; ‘generously offered
a frleudl_y supply for my wants, which T refused,
with many thanks for their kindness; adding that I
never expected it would be in my power to resom-
pense such unmerited gcuemsn}

ThetIndians left my men in captivity" w1th the
Brilish at Detroit, and ‘on the tenth day of April
brought me fowards ‘Old Chillicothe, where we e ar-

1
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vived on the twenty-fifth day=efithie same month. at
Phis was a long and fatigning marel theough=an 8 lo
_exceeding  fertile ~eouniry; remarkable® for-fine | sp
springs and streams ef water. . At Chillicothe I B di
; spent my time as comfortably as I could ‘expect; an
was. adopted, according to: their custom into a fami- §& eF
ly. where T became a-son, and had a great sharein B¢ T8
the affection of my new purent:, brothers; sisfers,
angd friends: I was exceedingly familiar and friend- foi
‘y”ﬁ‘i‘ﬁh‘*ﬁhﬁ‘in,t-.almg;aappeallum as cheerful and wi
satisfied as possible, and tHeyeputiaseat confidence e
in.me. I often went a hunting will Memeand fre- ed
quently gained theiv applause forany- activity al onr .
shooting-matches. - ¥ was caraful not to exceed ma- th
ny of them in shooting; ‘for no people-are morvesen- | - IO
vious than they insthis sport. I could chserve in | dr
\their conntenances:and gestures; the greatrst exs - T
TR pressions of joy wiien they exceeded me; and; when
. the reverse happened, of envy. The Shawanese & we
1N king took great notice of me, and: treatedsme with st
i pnﬂfound respect, and.entive SfiiendShip, often en- bl
' i teusting me to huntab my liberty. I frequently re- ~ thi
turned -with the spoils of the-woods; and as*efien = an
| presented some of what I had taken to him, ex- st
piessive of duly to my sovereign. My food aud en
hxrlg"iﬂg were, in common with them, not-so'good F= PO
indeed ag I could desiveybut 11%&3«.1[;3,’ made every = ha
thing accepiable. s S8 = . st
T now hegan to meditate an eseape, and-careful- 8 for
ly-avoided their suspicions, continuing -with them @ e
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46014 Chillicothe until the first day of June fol-
lowing; and then svas-taken by them fo the salt
springs on Sciote, and kept there, making salt; ten

days: During this time 1 hunted some for them;:-

and foundthe land, for a great extent aboutthisriv-

er, to exceed the soil of Kentucky, if possible, and:

remarkably well watered.

When 1 returnced {o-Chillicothe, alarmed to see
four. -hundred and. fifty Indians, of their choicest
warriors, painted and armed in a fearful manner,

ready to march against Boonsbereughssindeternine..

ed to esca th‘phrtumty

Ouithe sixteenth, before sun- -rise, T departed in

the most secret manner, and arrived at Boonsho--

rough on the twentieth, after a journey of ene hun-
dred and sixty miles; during which, I had but one
meal:

I found our fortress ina-bad state of defence; bug

we' proceeded immediately to repair our flanks,
strengthen our gates and posierns, and form dous
ble bastionssawhich we compleated in ten days. In

this time we darfy-axpected the arrival of the Indi=

an army; and atlength, on&of my-fellow prisoners,
escaping from them, arrived informing us that the
enemy had an account ol my departure, and post-
poned tleir expedition three weeks. The Indiang
had®spies out viewing our movements, andiwere

greatly alarmed with our increase in number and
fortifications, i he Grand Councils of the nations
were held _{rf:quent]y, and: with<more . deliberatioy

T
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thapusual. - They evidently saw the approaching
hour when the Long Knife would dispossess them
of their desirable habitations; and, anxiously eun-
cerned for futurity, determined utterly to.extirpate
the whites ot of Kentucky. - We were not intimi-
dated by their movements, but frequently gave them
proofs of our courage.

About the firsé of August, T madean incursion
into the Indian country, with a party of nineteen
men, in order to surprise a small town up Scioto,
called P uitit—Crce‘l{v']‘t'ui:fl:" “We __‘:g:tly_aucetl within
four miles thereof, where we met a party of thirty
Tudians, on their march against Boonshorough, in-
tending to join the others from OChillicothe. A
gmart fight ensued betwixt us for some time: At
length the savages gave wWay, and fled. We had
no loss on our side: the enemy had one killed and
two wounded. ‘We took from them three horses,
and all their baggazes and being informed, by two
of our number that went to their town, that the Tn-

Sians liad-entiveljuenacuated ttwe procecded no
further, and returned with all possible expedition
fo assist our garrison against the other party. “We
passed by {hem on the sixth day, and on the'sev-
enth, we-arvived safe at Boonshorough.

Oun the eighth, the Indian army arrived, Being
four hundred and forty-four in number, commanded
by Capt. Buguesne, cleven other Krenchmen, and
gome of their own chiefs, and marched up within

view of our fort, with British and Freneh eolours
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flying; and having sent a summons to me, in his

‘Britannic Majesty’s name, to surrender the foit,

I requested two days’ consideration, which was

granted.

"It was now a critical period with us. We were
a small number in the garrison. A powerful ar-
my before onr walls, whose appearance proclaim-

“ed inevitable death, fearfully painted, and mark-

ing their footsteps with desolation. = Beath was
preferable to captivity; and if taken by storm, we
must inevitably be devoted to du;t} uction, In I:his

sitnation we cunduﬂed~;"' 1it

_possibl wﬁwﬁ‘?mmedlately pmceeded-to collect
W what we could of our horses, and other cattle, and
bring them through the posterns into the fort: ‘and

on the evening of the ninth, I retarned answer, that
we were determined to defend cur fort while 2 man

was living.—Now, said I {o their commander, who

stood attentively hearimg my sentiments, We Jangh
at all your formidable preparations: bat thank you
for giving wus notice and time to provide for our de-
*fence. Your efforts will not prevail; for our gates
shall forever" de,ny ou admittance.~~Whether
this answer affected then' courage, or not, I cannot

“tell; but, contrary to our expectations, they formed

a scheme to deceive us, declaring it was their or-

__ders, from Governor Hamilton, to take us_caplive,

and not to destroy us; butif nine of us weould come
out, and treat with them, they would immediately

withdraw their forces from our walls, and refurn
e s :
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24 Colonel Boow’s Narraiite.

home peaceably.  This sounded grateful in our
ears; and we agreed to the proposal.

We held the treaty within sixty yards of the gar-
rison, on purpose to divert them from a breach of
honour, as we could not aveid suspicions of the
savages, In this situation the articles were for-
mally agreed to, and signed; and the Indians told
us it was customary with them, on such oceasions,
for two Indians to shake hands with every white

'munqm the _Jf,m,&t& as an emdeme of entire friend-
ship. We agreed to this zﬂso,uhut WEre soomn con-
vinced their policy was fo take us mT;oners» Wihey
immediately grappled us; but, althongh surroundéd
by ‘hundreds of savages, we exiricated onrselves
from them, and escaped all safe into the garrison,
except one (hat was wouuded, throngh a heavy fire
from their army. They immediately attacked us
on every side, and a constant heavy fire ensued be-
tween us day and night for the space of nine days.

In this time the enemy began to undermine our
fort, which was situated sixty yards from Kentocky
river. ey T)cgan “at the viater- mark, and pro-
ceeded in the bank some distance, which we under-
stood by their making the water muddy with the
clay; and we immediately proceeded to di- appoint
thefe design, by cutting a trench across their sub-
terrancan passage. The enemy  discovering our
counter-mine by the clay we threw out of the fort,
desisted {rom that stratagem: and experience now
fully convincing them that neither their power ner
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policy could effect their purpose, om the twentioth
day of August they raised the siege and departed.

During this dreadful siege, which threatened
death in every form, we had two men killed, and
four wounded, besides a number of catile. We

Lilled of the enemy thirty-seven, and w ounded. a

aveat number. ~After they were gone, we picked
up ane hundred and twenty-five pounds weight of
bullets, besides what stuck in the logs of our forf
which certainly is a great proof of their industry.

Soon after this, I wenbin

my affairs for some time.
During my absence from Kentucky, Col. Bow:

man carried on an expedition against the Shawas
nese, at Old Chillicothe, with one hundred and six-
ty men, in _July, 1779. Here they arrived undis-
coy exed, and a battle ensued, which lasted until ten:

o’clock, A. M. when Col. Bowman, finding he could

net succeed at this time, retreated about thirty miles.
The Tndians, in the mean time, collecting all their
forces, pursued and overtook him, when a smari
fight continued near two houzs, not to the advantage
of Col. Bowman’s party.

Col. ]Iauod proposed to mount a number of’
horse, and furiously to rush upoun the savages, W he
atithis time fought with remarkable fury. This
desperate step ha.d a happy cffect, broke their line
of battle, and the savages fled on all sides. In

these two batfles we had nine killed, and ore.

nothing worihysofa: place in ﬂllS“ account passed m_
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36 Colonel Boonw’s Narrative,

wounded. "T'he enemy’s loss uncertam, only twe
sca.lps being taken. -
~ On the twenty-second day of June, 1780, a large
palt.g,r of Indians and Canadians, about six hundred
in number, commanded by Cel. Bird, attacked
Riddle’s and Martin’s stations, at the Forks of
Licking River, with six pieces of arfillery. 'They
carried this expedition so secretly, that the ainwas
ry inhabitants did not discover them, until tlu y fivs
ed upon the forts; and; not being prepared. to op-
pose them, were obliged fo" surrender themselves
miserable captives to barbarous savages, who.ime
mediately after tomahawlked one man and two we-
men, and loaded all the others with lieavy baggage,
forcing them along toward their towns, able or una:
ble to march. Such as were weak and faint by the
way, they tomahawked. The tender women, and
helpless ehildren, fell victims to their cruelty. This,
and the savage treatment they received afterwands,
}% shuclung to hunmulty, and tup bm*baruus 1o re-
fe. T PRI U

The hastile (Ilsp[}‘sltlon of the savages, and' their
allies, caused General Clark, the commandant at
the Falls of the Ohio; immediately to begin an ex-
pedltmn with his own regiment, and the armed
force of the. country, against Pickaway, the princi-
pal town of the Shawanees, on & branch'of Great
Miami, which he finished with gréat success, took

seventeen scalps, and burnt the town to ashes, With
the loss of seventeen men.
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" About this time I returned to Kentacky with my
family; and heré, to avoid an enquiry into my con-
duct, the reader being before informed of my bring-
ing my family to Kentucky, Tam under the necessi-
ty of informing him that, during my captivity with
the Indians, my wife who despaired of ever seeing
ine again, expecting the Indians had put a period to
my life, oppressed with the ‘distresses of the coun-
try, and bereaved of me, her only happiness, had,
before T returned, tnnspthd my lamlly and goods,
on horses, through- thevildernessy amiast “amu
tude of dﬁm;%o her fa,ther’s house, in North-
‘Carolina.

Shortly after the troubles at Boonsborough, I
went to them, and Tived peacea.bly there until thig
time. The history of my going home, and refurn-
ing with my family, forms a series of difficulties, an
account of which would swell a volume, and being
foreign to my purpose, I shall purposely’'omit them.

I settled my family in Boonsborough once more;

~and shertly: after, on the sixth day of Octobu, 1780,
T went in compaﬁy Wltll my brother fo the > Blue
Licks; and, on our veturn Hotite, we' were fited up-
‘on by a party of Indians. They shot hlm, and pur-
_sued ine, by the scent of their dog, three miles; but
'1 killed the dog, and escaped. The winter Sb'on

‘¢Ame on, and was very severe, which conﬁned the
‘Tndians to their wigwams.

The severity of this winter caused great difficul-

tiesin Kentucky. Theenemy had destroyed most
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,af the corn, the sammer before.. 'T'his necessary
article was scarce, and dear; and thelinhabitants
lived chiefly on the flesh of buffaloes. The eircum-
stances of many were very lamentable: however,
being a hardy race of people, and accustomedto
difficulties and nccessitics, they were wonderfully
supported through all their enfferings, until the ens
guing Fall, when we received abundance from the
fertile coil. -
Towards &p ring %W&mi‘reqneuﬂy harrassed by
Tudians; and, in May, {732, 8 “parly.- assaulLed
Ashion’s station, killed one man, and took a ne-
gro prisoner. Captain Ashton, with twenty-five
men, pursued, and overtook the savages, and.a
smart fight ensued, which lasted two hours; but
they, being superior in nnmber, obliged Caplain
Ashton’s party to.retreat, with the loss of eight kill-
ed, and four mortally wounded; their brave com-
mander himself being numbered amang the dead.
_ The Indians continued their hosﬁhues, and a-
bout the tenth of August following, two boys were
taken from Major Hoy’s station. 'This party was
pursued by Captain Holder and seventeen men;
who were also defeated, with the loss of four men
Lilled, and one wounded, Our affairs became
more and more alarming. . Seyeral stations which
had lately been erected in the country were continu-
ally infested with savages, stealing their horses and
‘killing the men at every opportunity. In a field,
gear Lexington, an Indian shot a man, and punning
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to scalp him, was himself shot from the fort, and
fell dead upon his enemy.

Every day we experienced recent mlschieis
The barbarous savage nations of Shawanees, Cher.
okees, Wyandots, Tawas, Delawares, and several
others near Detroit, united ina war againstus', and
assembled their choicest warriors at Old Chillicothe,
to go on the expedition, in order to destroy us, aad
entirely depopulate the country. Their savage
minds were inflamed to mischief by two abandoned
men, Captains M’Kee and Gi Le
to execute eyenyudiabo 1ca.1 scheme* and on th;z
fifteenth day of Auu'ust commanded a party of In-
dians and Canad‘lans_ of about five hundred in num-
ber, against Bryant’s station, five miles from Lex-
ington.  Without demanding a surrender, they fu-
rigusly assaulted the garrison, which was happily
prepared to oppose them; and, after they had ex-
pended much ammunition in vain, and killed the
cattle round the fort, not being likely to make
themselyes masters of this place, they raised the
sieze and depa.ti;gd in the morning of the thirds day
after they came, with the loss of abont thuty killed,
and the number of wounded uncertain,—Of the Zar-
rison four were killed, and three wounded.

On the eighteenth "day Col. Todd, Col. Trige,
Ma._]m Harland, and myself, speedily colleciedone
hundred and seventy-six men, well arméd, and
pursued the sav ages. ‘They had marched beyond
the Blue Licks to a remarkable bend of the main
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80 Golonel Boon’s HNarrative.

fork of Licking River, about forty- -three miles from
Lexington, as it is partic ularly vepresented in the
miap, where we overtook them on the mineteenth
day. The savages observing us, gave way; and
we, being ignorant of their numbers, passed the
river. W hen the enemy saw our pr oceedings, hav-
ing greatly the advantage of us in situation, they
formed the line of battle, as represented in the map,
from one bend of Licking to the other, abouta
mile from the Blue | Licks. An exceedingly fierce
battle immediately hegan, _'_qm}g_m_;t_lﬁfteen minutes,
when we, being ox-Llpmvemd IW 'ﬁﬁﬁb‘erswwam 0-
bliged to retreat, with the loss of sixty-seven'men;
soven of whom were taken prisoners. = The brave
and much lamented Colonels Todd and Trigg, Ma-
jor Harland and my second son, were among the
dead.  We were informed that the Indians, num-
bering their dead, found they had four killed more
shan wes and therefore, four of the prisoners they
had taken, were, by general consent, ordered:to be
-'ktlled, 111 the most barbarous manner,. by the young
warFiore, 31 Order to train them up to cruelty; and
then they proceaded to their towns. e
On our relreat we were met by Col: Logan, has-
tening to join us, with a nuomber of well armed
men.  This powerful assistance we unfortunately
wanted in the battle; for, notwithstanding the ene-
my’s superioity of mumbers, they acknowhdﬂ'ed
that, il they hafl received one more five from us,
ghey should undoubiedly have siven way.. 80 val.

=5 g

=t p =t | — .

]

tl



= where, cut and manﬂ'led 1

Colonel Boon’s Narrative. M'

iantly did our small party fight, that to the memm- '
ry ofthose who unfortunately fell in the battle, es
nough of honoureannotbe paid. Had Col. Logan

and his party been with us, it is highly proba.bler
we should'have given the savages a fotal defeat.
L cannot 1eﬂect upon this dteadful scene, but sors

row fills my heart. = A zeal for the defence of their

country led these heroes to the scene of action,
though with a few men to atfack a powerful army
of ‘éxperienced  warriors. ~When we gave way;

they pursued us with the utmo:,t eagemess, and i

every quartcl Sl”-eﬂ-dé

sgme jl.lSt enteung the river, some in the water, oth-

ers after crossing in ascending the eliffs. Somet

escaped on horse-back, a few on foot; and, being

dispersed every where, in a féw hours, brought the
melancholy news of this unfortunate battle to Lex-
ington. ‘Many widows wére now made. T'he read=

er may guess what sorrow filled the Tiearts of the
inhabitants, uweedm" any thing that T am able to
describe. “Beinereinforced, we returned to bury
the doad, and llilﬂ_jhell‘ bodies strewed évery
“a dreadful manner.
This mournful scene exhibited a horror almost un-
pamlleled some ftorn and eaten by wild beasts;

those in the river eaten by fishes; all in such a pus"

flicondition, that noe ene could be dlstmguished:

=%

i’rom anothcl

As soon a8 Geueral Gla.rk, then at the Falls of
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the Ohio, s¥ho was everonr ready frrend, and:mer-
its the Tove and gi'qtitlldc of alli his countrymen,
understood ‘the circumstances of thistunfertunate
action, he ordered-an expedition, with all possible
haste, to putsue the savages, which was soexpedi-
tiously effected, that we overtook: them within™twe
miles of their towns. and probably might have ob-
tairnied a great victory, had not fwo ‘of their number

ret us about two huadred poles before we camemup.
L:F_lpu\:‘.m'mturned \lllLL as lightning to {heir camp
yith the alarniing news of a ‘mighty -army in.view.
The savages {led in the utmost (ﬁse?dmb Ml}.&-tu_
their towns, and reluctantly left their territonyto
‘gurmercy. - We immediately took possession-ef
21d Chillicothe withont epposition, being desexied
by its “inhabitants. -~ We confinued ‘our pursuit
ihmugh five towns on the Miami rivers, Old Chil-
licothe, Pickaway, New Chillicothe, Will’s Towns,
and Ohillicothe, burnt them all to ashes, entirely
destroyed their corn, and other fruits, and exery
where spread a scene of desolation dnithe country.
Tn thisiexpedilion'we' tool'seven prisoners and fiye
qealps, with the lessof only four men, two of whom
were accidentally killed by our own army.

~IFhis campaign in some measure damped . the
@;i.liiég*ief the Indians, and made them sensiblesof
cur superiority. Their connections were dissolved,
their arinies scattered, and a future invasion put
entivcly out of their-power; yet they eontinued to:
practice mischief seeretly upon‘the. inhabitants; in
“the exposed parts of the country,
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Tn October following, a party made on e*{cursmt;

into that districticalledthe Crab Ozchard, and one

of them, being advanced some distance ‘before the
others, boldly eutcxed the house of a poor defencd--
less family, in which was only a-negro man, & o,
man and her children, terrvified with the appré‘lféb'-
sions of immediate death. 'The savage perceiving,
their defenceless situation, wilkout effering violeace
_to:the family, attempted to captivate the negro, who,
happily proved an over-match fur Ium, threw. him
on the ground, and. m...t
the cluld,u.enﬁlmﬂv?@ﬁn ax fi-oinii corner of the cottage,
‘zm(I “cut his head off, while her little davghter shut
the door. The savages instantly appeaved, and
applied their tomahawks to the door. “An eldirus-
ty gun-barrel, withouta lock, lay ina corner, whicl
the. mother put through a small crevice, and the
savages, perceiving it, fled. . In the mean time,the
alarm spread through the neighbourhoods the arm-,
ed men collected immediately, and pursued the rav-
‘acerstintosthe wilderness. 'Thus Providence, by
the means of this*gg‘g‘z;o saved the whole of tlie poor
~family from destructmn. " “From that time, until the
happy returnof peace between the United States
and Great-Britain, the Indians did us no mischief.
Kinding the great king beyond the water disap-
.pmnted in hlS expectations, and conscious of the
1mp0rtzu1ce of the Long Knife, and® their own
--wretchedness, some of the nations immediately de-
. sired peace; to which at present, they seem unives®,

smother-af
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sally disposed, and are sending ‘ambassadors te
Geneml Clark, at the Falls of the Ohio, mth the
mmutes of their Councils.
~ "To conclude, T can now say that T have verified
the saying of an old Indian who signed Col. Heénx
derson’s deed.  ‘Taking me by the hand, at the des
iivery thereof, brother, says he, we have’given yot
4 fine land, bit T believe you will have much’ trou:
j}l&;l} settling it My footsteps have offen been
marked with ﬁ)'ﬁj, nd ‘."”j_‘fgre I can truly sub-
scribe to its original name. TWO‘L*dm‘hng sons,
And a brother, have I lost by savage hands, whieh
Jave.also taken from me forty valuable horses, and
‘abundance of cattle. Many ‘dark and sleep}escs
-mights have I been a companion for owls; separated
‘Arom the cheerful spciety of men, scorched by the
ssummer’s sun, and pinched by the winter’s cold,
sAn iostroment ordained to setile the wilderness.
But now the scene is changed: peace crowns tiie
ylvan shade. _ =
What thanks mhut»mf&amﬁand ceaseless thanks
ave due to that all- -superintending Providenée which
has turned a cruel war into-peace, - brought ‘order
out of confusion, made thefierce savages placid, aid
Tirned away their hostile weapons from eur codsi-
try! May the same Almighty Goodness baxish the
sccursed monster, war, from all lands, with Her hat.
-ed associates, rapine and insatiabla'ambition. Lot
«fpeace, descending from -Her native heaven, bid her
4ives spring anidst the joyful'nations; and: plenty,
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in leagne with commerce; scatter blessings from her
copious hand. P '

This account of my adventures will inform the
seader of the most remarkable events of this coune
try..« Inow live 'in peace and safety, enjoying the
sweets of liberty, and the bounties of Providence,
with my once fellow- sufferers, in this “delightful
country, which I - liave ‘séen purchased with a vast
expense of blood and freasure, delighting in the
prospect of its being, in a shorr. tlme, one ot the most
opulent and powerful¥statesSon=the=con tinent of
Nmth.ﬂmﬁﬁf&*ﬁhmh with the love and grahtt‘ft’k

of my countrymen, I ‘esteem a sufficient reward
for all my toil and dangers.

DANIEL- ’BGGN
Fayaf{e county, Kentucky,
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Anpour the latter end of thn month gMa1t11, 01-
the beginning of April; of the year 1782 thn wes-
tern Indians began to make iucursim]s upon the
frontiers of Ohio, Washington, Youghogany, and
Westmoreland counties, which has been their con-
stant practice ever since the commencement of tire
‘present war between the United States and Great
Britain.

In consequence of these predatory invasions, the
principal officers of the aboyementioned counties,
namely, Colonels Williamson and Marshall, tried
every method in their power to set on foot an expe-
dition against the Wyandot towns, which tliey
could effect in no other way than by giving all pos-
sible encouragement to volunteers. The plan pro-
posed was as follows: every man furm-shmg him-
ce)f with a horse, a gun, and one month’s provision,
should be exempted from two tours of militia duty.
Likewise that every one who had been plundered
by the Indians, should, if the plunder could be

s P o - — W
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found at their towns, have it again, proving it to be
his property: and all horses lost on the expedition
by unavoidableaccident were fo'be replaced by hor
ges talten in the enemy’s country. _

The time appointed for the rendezyous; or gene
eral meeting of the volunteers, was fixed to be on
the 20th of May, and the place, the old "\Imgo town
on the west side of the river Ohio, about 40 miles
below Fort Pitt'by land, ‘and I think about 75 by
water.

Col. Crawford was sohc1tcd b;y tl\c wenmal voice:

of these western.co

PS4 g5 3 . COT d
the %Bedﬂﬁ“}ﬂ“e accordmgly sct i onﬁ'n-x
_ieer and came to Fort Pitt two d‘tys before” the

time appointed for the assembling of the men. “As
there wasno surgeon yet aﬁ{:oiﬁted to go with'the

. expedition, Colonel Crawford begged the favour

of Geeneral Iryine to permit me to accompany him,
(my consent having been previously asked) to‘which
the general ‘agreed, provided Colonel Gibson did
not object.

- Having d)ta.med permission of the Colonel, I
Teft Fort Pitt on Tuesrlay, T\I:Ly 1st, and th“é“ﬁext
day about one in the afternoon’ arrived at the Min.
gobottom. The volnnteers had not all crossed the
uver until Friday merning the 24th, they then dis-
tributed themselves inte eighteen companiesy chooau
Ang their captains by vote. There were chosen
also, one colonel commandant, four field and one
brigade: major There were fom ha“{hcd. and six.
2y five who voteds
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We began our. march on Saturday, May 23th,
making almost o due west course, and on the fourth
dayweached the old Moravian town, u{pi}'n...tlie riyer
Muskinghum, abdut 60 miles from the river Ohio.
Bome of the yaen, having lost their horses on the
night preceding, retnrned home. =9

Tuesday the 28th iu the evening, Major Brenton
and Captain Bean, went some distance froni eamp
to 1*ec0ulmit6r- having gone about one quarter of'a
ml_]__tsk,th __y saw two Indla.l]a, upon whom they fired.
and then r"*tﬁ"a‘ﬁ:v ‘camp.. This was the first
place in which we were dwmvoreﬂ ‘as we under-
stood afterwards. >

.On Thursday the fourth of June, which was the
eleventh day of our march, about 1 o’clock; we
came to the spot where the fown of Sandusky for-
merly stood: theinhabitants had moved 418 miles law-
sr'down the creek, hear the lower Sandusky: but as
neither our guides nor any who were with us, had
Xnown any thmv of their removal, we began to con-
jecture there were no Iudian towns. nearer than the
Tower” Seﬁnﬁﬁ%@{ﬁ"tﬁmtlmqt forty miles dis-
tant. :

However, after refreshing our ‘horses, we “ad.
vanced on in search of some of their settlements,
but “had scarcely got the distance of three or four
miles fYom the old town, when a number of our
men expre -%ed their desire fo retum, some of them
alledging tuat they hadonly five days’ provision:
upon which the field officers and captainsy defer-
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mined, in council, to proeeed that afternoom, and®

no longer. Previous to the calling of this council,
a Sm‘lll party of light horse had been sent forward
to reconnoitre,

I shall here remark, by the way, that there are.

a great many extensive plains in that country: the
woods in general grew very thin, free from hrash
and underwood: so that ligkt horsemen may ad-
vance a.considerable distance before an army with-
out being much exposed to the (,nem.}r

Just as the council endedssanses

from the z}bovem*eﬁ‘tmned party‘of hﬂ-ht hm'se with

mtelﬁﬂ'cnce, ¢that they had been about three miles

in front, and had seen a large body of Indians run-

ning towards them.” In a short time we saw the
rest of the light horse, who joined us, and haviag
gone.one mile further met a number of Indians who
had partly got possession of a piece of woods bes
fore us; whilst we were in the plains, but our men
alighting from their horses and rushing into the
woods;sseenioblized them to abandon that place.
The enemy belng by this time reinforced, flank-
ed to the right, and part of them eoming in our rear,
quickly made the action more serious. The firing
continued very warm on both sides from four o’-

clock until dusk of the evening, each party main--

taiging their ground, Next morning aboufSix o’-
clock, Seme zuns were discharged at the distance
of two or three hundred yards, wlich continued
{1l day, doing lsttle or n% execution on cither side;

A e R
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The field officers then assembled and agreed, 48
ithe‘enemy were svery moment increasing, and we
had already = mamber wounded, to retreat that

night. The whole body was to form into three

lines, keeping ‘the wounded in ‘the centre. We
had four killed and twenty-three wounded; of the
latter, seven very dangerously, on which account
as many biers were got ready to carry them: most
of the rest were slightly wonnded and nene so bad
'but“’thu_g could ride on hmsehfwk After dark the
officers went on the out p posts and broun‘ht in all ths
men as expeditiously as they could. Just asiithe
troops were about to form, several guns were fired
by the: enemy, upon which some of our men spoke
‘out and :sai(!; our intention was discovered by the=
Indians who were fiving alarm guns.  Upen which
some in front hurried off, and the rest immediately-
followed, leaving the seven men that were danger-
ously wounded, some of whom however got off on
horseback, by means of some good fuends, who
waited for, and assisted them. st

Wehad not got a quarter of a Wamile rom the field
of action, when I heard Col. Crawford calling for
his son Jolm Crawford, his son-in-law Major Har-
rison, Major Rose and William Crawford, his
nephews, upon which I came up and told him I be-
lieved they were before us—He asked, is  that the
dector?—TI told him it was—le then replled they
were not in front, and begged of me not to Ibav
hlm—-—I promised him ¥ would not,
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We then waited, and. contluucd callmg for these-
men till the_ troops. had passed us. The Colonel

told me his horse had almost given: outy-that he
“could not keep up with the troops, and wished
some of his best friends to. remain with him; he

then exclaimed against the militia for riding oﬁ‘s o

suchl an irregular manner, and lcavmg some of the
wounded behind, contrary to his orders. Present-
ly there came two men ridiug after us, ons ofthem
an old man, the other a lad: we enquired.if they

had seen any of the ahoveﬁm%ﬂﬂh&gn-a

swered. they. badnot.

By this time there was a- very hot ﬁ:mﬂ' before-

"us, and, as we Judged near where our main bedy:

must have been. Our course was then nearly south--

west, but ‘changing. it, we went north about two
Juiles, the two men remaining in company with us.
Judging ourselves to be now out of the _enemy’s
lines, we took a due eastcourse, takmg care to keep:
al the distance of fifteen or twenty yards apart, and
~directing ¢ ourselves by the north star.

The old man; often lagged behind, and when this
was the case never: fmlad to call for us te.halt for
him. When we were near the %.ndusky Creek
~ he fell one hundred yards behind, and bawled out

as usual, for us to halt. While we were preparing.

toreprimand him for making a noise, I heard andn-

1an halloo, as L thonght, one hundred and fifty
yar(ls from the man, and partly behind him; after
this we did not hear the man call again, neither did:
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he ever come up to us any more. It was now pas?
m:dmﬂht and about day break Col. €rawford’s and
the young man’ s horses gave out and they leftthem.
. We pursued’ our journey eastward, and about two
o’clock fell inwith Capt.. Biges, who had casried
Yieut. Ashly from the field of action, who had been
dangerously wounded. We then went on about
the space of an hour, when a heayy rain commr-' on,
-we concluded it was best to encamp, as we aere
-encumbere.d with the wounded officer, We then
' 3 v five t fr‘ﬁes, made an encampment and
a fire, and remained there all that night. - Next
Morning we again prosecuted our Journey, and hay-
“Ing gone about three miles foand a deer which had
been recently killed. The meat was sliced frony
the bones and bundled up in the skin with a toma-
hawk lying by it. - We carried all with us, and in
advancing about ose mile further espyed the smolke
of a fire.. 'Wo then gave the wonnded officer into
the charge of the young man, desiring him to stay
‘behind whilst the Colouel, the Gagtan;, and myself,
walked up as eautiously'as'we could toward the
fire. When we came to it, we concluded from sey-
eral civeumsiances, some of our people had encamp-
e the preceding night. We then Wentabount roast-
ing the venison, and when just about to march ob-
ser ved one of our men coming upon our tracks.  He
seemed af fitst very shy, but having called to him
he came up and told us he was the person who had
killed the deer, but upen hearing us come up, was
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afraid of Indians, hid in a thicket and made oﬁ'.-‘-'é'

Upon this we gave hiin'some bread and roasted
venison, proceeded all together on our jourcey, and
about two e’clock came upon the paths by which we
had gone out. Capt. Biggs and myself did not
think it safe to keep the road, but the Colonel said
tlie indians would not follow the troops farther than
the plains, which- we were then considerably past,
As the wounded officer rode Capt. Biggs’ horse, I
tent the Captain mine; the Colon»l and myself
went about one hundred yards in frout, i

and the wounded officer'in the centre,

i

and ¢
onemile and a half, several Indians started up with-
infifteen or tweuty steps of the Colonel and me., As
we at first discovered only three, Timmediately ot
behind a large black oak, made ready my piece and

raised it up #o take sight, when the Colonel called -

to me twice not to fire; upon that, one of the Indi-
aus ran up to the Colonel and fook him by the
hand.. The Colonel then told me to put down my
gun, which Eidid. . At that instant one of them

i i

came up to me whom I 'lggg«gq;ji!__ler]y seen very of-

ten, calling me doctor and took me by the hand.
They were Delaware Indians of the Wingenim

tribe. _Gz;ptain Biggs fired amongst them but dids

no execution. They then told us, to call thcse.p._g’;o_.:
pleand. make them come there, else tl;ey._'_ivcihld
g0 and'Kill them, which the Colonel did, 'b'ut-'they
four got off and escaped for that fime.  The Colon.

c, Laptaln
he two
younganen behind.  After we had travelled about
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el and'T ‘were then taken to the Indian camp, which

was abeut half a mile from the place, where We

swere capiivated: -On Sunday evening five Dela-
wares whohad posi"ed- themselves at some distance
further on the road brought back to the camp; where
we lay, Captain Biggs’ and lientenant Ashley’s
_scalps, with an Indian scalp which Captain Biggs
had taken in the ficld of action: they also Drought
in Biges’ hovse and mine, they told us the two'oth-

“er men got away from them.

Monday morning, the tenth of June, we were
¥ ‘..“—"!;Lh;- —4'-':—: S e (3
paraded to march to Sandusky, about" 85" miles dis-

tant; they had eleven prisoncrs of us and four

scalps, the Indians being seventeen inpumber.
Colonel Crawford was very desirous to.see a car-
tain Simeon Girty, who lived among the Indians,
and tas on this account permitted to goto town the
Snl.né'lii-ght, with two warriors to ;;imrd him, having
orders at the same-time topass by the place where
flie Colonel bad turned ‘out his horse, that they
might if possﬂ%lﬂe,“@gq,* himPhe rest of us were
{alken as far as the old fown, which was within eighi
niiles of the new. i
‘uesday morning, the £4th, Coloel Crawford
was brought to us on-purpose to be marched in with
the other prisoners. L asked the Colonel it he had
seen Mr. Giety? He told me he had, and that Girly
had promised fo do every thing in His' power for
him, but that the Indians were very much enraged
against ‘the prisoners; particalarly Captain: Pipe
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prisoners by the Shawanese, but -had been parden-

ed. 'This Captain Pipe had come from the fowns E
about an hour before Colonel Crawford, and had . ?
painted all the prisoners’ faces black. i

Ashe was painting me he toldme I should go.to - ol
the Shawanese towns and see my frieuds. When #

 we. overtook the five prisoners that remained alives" 8
- the Indians had caused them to. sit down on the I

Dr, Eunight’s Narrative. 45

‘one of the chiefs; he likewise told me that Girtys
had informed him thathis son-in-law, Col. Harri-
son and his nephew William Crawford, were made .

SR e

the Colonel arrived he painted him black aleo, told
him:he was glad to see him “&Q,Jil . he.weuldhave
“ him shaved.y gﬁmgnwamefﬁo see his. fuenﬂs at thaa :
Wyandat’t*an. “When we marched, the Colonel i
and T were kept back between Pipe and Wynge-
nim, the two Delaware chiefs, the other nine pris- 4
oners were sent forward with another party of In-
dlaus As we went along we saw four of the pris-

oners- lymg by the path tomahawked and scalpedss ih

" some of them were: at the distance of half a mile ' "1
from each other. When we arrived within half a i

mile ofithe place where the Colonel was executed,. . i

some djstance from ‘them, I was there given in

charge to'an Indian fellow fo be taken to the Shaws
anese towns, P e i

1‘
ground; as they did! also “the Colonel and me at f
i
|

£

In the place where we were now made fo sit-
down there Was a number of squawsand boys whe

fell on the five prisoners and: tomahawked hem. l!
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There was a cerfain J ohn M’Kinley, amongst the
priseners, formerly an officer in the 18th Virginia
regiment, whose head an eld squaw ouf off, and
the Indians kicked it about upon the ground... 'The
young Indian fellows eame often where the Colon-
el and I were, and dashed the scalps in our faces.
We ware then conducted along toward the place
where the Clolonel was afterwards executed: ‘lien
we came within about hialf a mile of it Simeon Gir-

D A

I o N N s S,
ty met us, with several Indians on horsebacks he
spoke to the Colonel, but as' was about ene hun-
dred and fifty yards behind, I could not hear what

passed between them.

Almost every Indian we met struck us either with-

sticks or their fists. Girty waited till T wvas brought
up, and asked, was that the doctor? I told him,
yes, and went foward him reaching ont my hand,
but he bid me begone, and called me adamn’d ras-
cal; upon which the {ellow who had me in charge
pu_ﬂe‘d me along. Girly rodeup after me and told
me T was to go the Shawaness towns.

When we were come to the fire, the Colonel
was stripped naked, ordered fo sit down by the fire,
and then they beat him with sticks and their fists.
Presenily after, I was treated in the same manner.
They then tied a rope o the foot of a post about fif-
teen fect high, bound the Colonel’s hands behind
his back and fastened the rope to the ligature be-
twoen his wrists. The rope was long enough e-
ther for him to sit down orwalk round the post once

- G YL

Ul e aa D



L¥

Dir. Tonight’s Navrative, L

ot -twice and retava the same way. The Colonel

then called to Givty and asked if they intended to

burn him? Girty answered; yes. The Colonel
said he would fake it all patiently. Upon thix
Captain Pipe, a Delaware chicf, made a speeeh to
the Indians, viz: about thirty or forty men, and
sixty and seventy squaws or boys.

When the speech was finished they all yeflled A
hideous and hearty assenf to what had been saids:
The Indian men then tookup i:hmmgwa:ﬂﬂ’ﬂh‘%ﬁ
powder mto,,thaalo“l'ﬁﬁel"s body from his feet as far

~up as'his neck. 1 think not less than sev enty loads

were discharged upon his naked body. They ther
crowded about him, and to the hest of my observa-
tion, cuf off his ears: when the throng had dispers-

- edealitfle, I saw the blood running from both sides

of his head in consequence thereof.
The fire was about six or seven yards from the
post so which the Colonel was tied: it was made of

- smallhickory poles, burnt quite through in the mid<
~ dle, each end of the poles remaiuing about six foef
~ in length. Three or four Indians by turns would

take up, individually, one of these burning pieces

- of wood and apply it to his naked body, already

burned black with the powder. These tormentors
presented themselves on every side of him, so thaé

= which€ver way he ran round the post they met hig

with the burning fagzots and poless Some of the
squaws teok broad bqards upen which they would

~ put 2 quantity of beening coals and hot embers, and

7
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ihrew en lLim, so that in a short time he had neth-
-'i';'ig:" but coals of fire and Lot ashes to walk upon.
In the midst of these cxfreme tortures he called
to Simeon Girty and beggcd of him to shoof him:
but Girty making no answer he called to him again.
@ity then, by way of derision, told the Colenel he
had no gun, at the same time turning about to an
Indian whe was behind him, langhed heartilyyand

Soe T LD, S

By all his gestures seemed delighted at the horrid
scene. - T _
Girty tlien came up to me and hade me prepare
for death. He said, however, 1. was not to die at
“that place, but-io beburnt at the Shawanese town.
He swore by G—d I need notexpect o gscape
death, but should suffer it in all its extremities.
_He then observed that some prisoners had given
Wit fo undersiand that if our people had him they
would net hurt him; for his part, he said, he did
niot hielieve it, but desired to know my opinion of
the matter; but being at that. time in great anguish
and distrass for the torments the Colonel was. suf- |

fering before my eyes, as well as the expectation of © =

andergoing the same fate in two days, I made lit-
tle-or no answer. He expressed a great deal of
i1 will for Colonel Gibson, and said he was ene of
lis greatest enemies, and morg o the same purpose,
{0 all which T paid very little attention.

Colonel Crawford at this period of his sufferings,
besaught the Almighty to have mercy on his soul,
speke very low, and hore his torments with the
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Dr. Knight's Narratives A8

sost manly fortitude. He continued in all'thesex.
tremities of pain for an hour and three quar ters, or
two hours longer; asnear as I can judge, when “at
last being almost spent, he lay down on his belly:
they then scalped - him and mpmtedly threw the
scalp. .in m} face, telling me f¢hat was my great
captain,”” = An old squaw (whose: appearance eve-
ry way answer the ideas people- entertain’ of the
devil) got a board, took a parcel of coals and ash-
es-and laid them en his back and head after he had
been scalped: he then raised himself upon his feet.
and began to walk round the postz the
burning suclg.,ii_o..hml“ns usutﬂ bt he Sﬁemea. nw're
msenglb"lb of pain than before.

“The Indian fellow who had 'me in charge now
took me away to Captain Pipe’s house, abouj;ﬂ;re@.

quarters of a mile from the place of the Colonel’s.

execution. I was hound all night, and thus, pre-

Next morning; being June 42th, the Indian untied
ae, painted me black, and' we set off for the Shaw-
anese town, which he told me was somewhat less
than forty miles: from that place.. We soon:camie

to the spot where the*@elonel had heen burnt, as it

was partly in our way;-I saw his bones laying a-
mongst the remains of the five; ahnost burnt to ash-
es, 1 suppose after he was dead they had laid Lus
sbody on the fire.

‘Phelndian told me, that was my big Capta.ln, ami

gave thescalp halloo, He was ou horseback and
drove me before him,

vented from seeing the last of the horrid spectacle® -
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T pretended to this Indian T was ignorant of the
death T was to die at the Shawanese town; affeeted
as cheerful a countenance as possible and asked
im if we were not to live together, as brothers, in
one hodse, when we should get to the town? He
seemed well pleased, and said, yes. He then ask-
ed me if I could make a wigwam? I told him, I
could: he then seemed more friendly; we went
that day as nearas I can judge about twenty-five
miles, the course partly south-west. The Indian
told mo we should next day come to the town, the
san being in such a direction, pointingnearly south.
At night when we went to rest T aftempted” very
often to unty myself, but the Indian was extremely
wigilant and scarce ever shut his eyes that night.
Ahout day break he got up and untied me: he next
began to mend up the fire, and as the gnats were
Aroublesonte I asked him if T should make a smoke
.behind him? he said, yes, I theu took the end of a
dogwood fork which had been burnt down to about
eighteen inches long; It was the longest stick I
could find, yet too small for the purpose T had in
view: then I“”ndsed up another smaller stick and
taking a coal of fire between them went behindhim:
then turning suddenly about, I strack him on the
Aread with all the force I was master of; which so
stunned him that he fell forward with both his hands
into the fire, but seeing him rvecover and get up, I
suizcd his ganowhile he ran off howling in a most
fearful manngr—1I followed him with a determina-
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tion to shoot:him down, but pulling back the ceek
of the gan with too great violence 1 believe » T hroke
the main spring, I pursued:him, however about
thirty yards still endeavouring to fire the gun, buf
could not; then going back to-the fire I took his
blanket, a paivof new moccasons, his hoppes, pow-
der-horn, bullet bag, (together with the gun) and

marched off, directing my course toward the five o’
clock mavk; abont balf ‘an howr before sunset '

came to the plains, which I think are about sixtecn
miles wide. I laid me down in a thicket till darks
and then by the assistance of the nox _
way thm}igy them and eot jnto the Woo-ds bt,fore
morning. I proceeded on the next day and about,
noon crossed the paths by which our troops had
zone out; these paths ave nearly east and west, but
I went dae north all that afternoon with a view o
ayoid the enemy.

* Tn the evening I began to be very faint, and no-

wonder; I had been six days prisoner; the last two
days of which I had ate nothing, and but very little
thefivstthree or four. There were wild gooseberries
in abundance in: the ‘woods, but being uuripe res
quired mastication, which at that time I was not a-
ble to perform on account of a blow received from
an Indian on the jaw with the back of a tomahawk:

there was a weed that grew plentifully in that place,.

the juice of which I knew to be grateful and neur-
ishings I gathered a bundle of the samey “took up
my lodging under a large spreading beach tree.and
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having sucked plentifully of the juice, wenbto sleep,
Next day I made a due east course, which I'gener-
ally-kept the rest of my journey. “Foften imagin-
éd my gun was only wood-bound, and tried every
method I could devise tounscrew the lock but nev-
ei conld effect it, having no koife nor any thinga
dapted to the purpose; I had now the satisfaction to
find my jaw began to mend, and in“four orfive days
could chew any vegetable proper for nourishment,
but finding my gun ouly a useless burden left hierin
the wilderness. - T'had no-appuratus {or making fire
to sleep Dy so that I" could™getibutilittle rest for
the gnats and musketoes; there are likewise a great.
siany swamps in the beach ridge which occasioned.
me very often to Tie wet.

1 crossed the river Muskingum about three or

four milés brelow fort Laurence, and: crossing all
paths aimed for thre Ohio river. All'this time my
food wwas gooseleiries, young nettles, the juice of
herhs, afew service berries, and some May-apples;
fikewise, two young blackbirds and a tarapin
which I devoured raw.: . Whea-my food sat heavy
on my stonlnril, T used to eat a little wild ginger B
which put'all things to rights.
& came upon the Ohioriver aboutfive miles helow
fort M’ Intosh, in the evening of the 21st day after
¥ had made niy escape, and on the 22d, about‘sev-
en o’clofk-in the morning; being the 4th-day of
July, arrived safe though wny much fatigued, at
thefort.




' THE
 RARRATIVE
_ o
JOEY SLOVER,

HAvise in the last war.been a prisoneramiongst
the Indla.n;s mmygyeflf‘é, ‘and so bem“’ well acquaint-

‘sd-with the country west of the Ohio, 1 was employ-
ed as a t)'mde in the expedition under Col. William

Crawford against the Indian fowns on or neat the
river Sandusky. It will be urnecessary for me fo
felaté what is so well kuown, the circumstances
and unfortunate event of that expedition; it will be
sufficient to observe; that having on Tuesday the
fourth of June fought the enemy near Sandusky,
we lagithat night in our camp, and the next day
fired on each other at the distance of three hundred
yards, doing little or no'execution. - In the evening
of that day it was proposed by Col. Crawford, as L
have been since iaformed, to draw off with order;
but at the mowent of our retreat the Indians (whe
had probably perceived that we were about to re-
{iré) firinz alarm guus, our men broke a,nd 10(19 off
in confutsmn, treading down thoseswhe were on foof,
and leaving the wounded men who supplicated fo
he taken w1th them.
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54 John Slover’s Narrative.

1 was with some others in the rear'of our froops
feeding our horses on the glade, when our men be-
gan to break. The mainbody of our people had
passed by me a considerable distance before 1 was
ready to set out. I overtook them before they
crossed the glade, and#was advanced almest in
front. The company in-which I was, had separa-
ted from me, and had endeavoured to pass a mo-
rass; for.coming up I found their horses had stuck
fast in the morass, and endeavouring to pass, mine
also i a short time stuck fast. T enght ™o have
said, the company of five or six men. with which I
had been immediately connected, and who were
some. distance to the right of the main body, had
sepasated from me, &c. I tried a long:time to dis-
engage my horse, until I could hear the enemy just
behind me and on each side, but in vain. Here
then I was obliged to leave him. The morass was
se unstable that I was to the middle init, and it
was with the gzeatest dlﬁcul_tx‘ that T got across if,
but which having at length done, I came up with
the six men who had left their horses in the same
manner L had done; two of these, my companions,
having lost their guns.

‘We. trayelled that night making our course te-
wards Detroif, with a view to shunthe enemy, who
we conceived tochave taken the paths by which the
main body of our  people had returned. - Just be-
fore day we got into a second deep morass and were
under the necessity of detaining unti] it was light to
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Joln Slover’s Narrative. &5

gee our way thrbugh it.  The whole ofithia day w8
travelled foward the Shawaneseé towns, with a view
of throwing ourselves still farther out of thesearch
.6f the enemy. About ten o’clock this day wesat
down_toeat a little, having tasted nothing from
Tuesday, the day of our ‘engagement, until this
timo which was on Thursday; and aow the only
thing we had to eat was a scrap of perk ‘to eacls
We had sat idown just by-a warrior’s path which
we had not suspected, when eight or nine Warriors
appeared:  Running off hastily we left our haggage

and provl&@og&&q@ﬂl@%ﬁﬁ“ overed yth*epa.:.

ty,fot‘?ﬁl g some time in the grass and bash-
.esy*we vetarned to the place and recovered ous haz-
gace. 'The warriors had halloeed as they passed,
aiid were answered by others on our flanks.

1n oui journey through the glades; or wide ex-
fenided dry meadows, about twelve o’clock this day
wo discovered a ['i'&r't-y of Indians in front, butskolk-
ing in the grass and bushes were nat perceived hy

* “tliemis du these glades we were in great danger;

~as we could be seen at a great distance. Io the
afternoon of this day there fell a heavy rain, the
coldest T ever felt. ~We halted while if rained,
and then travelling on we saw a patty of the eneriy
ibout twe Hundred yards before us, but hiding our-
“Selyes in thie bushes, we had again the good forfune
nob¥eibe discoversd.  This uight we gotuoutof the
gladed; Baving in the night crossed:$he Patlis by
which we liad advanced tor Sapdugky. 1t was oux
. s




3 Tokin Slover's Navratwse.

damgn to leave all these paths fo the right, and. to
come in by the Tuscarawas. We'should have made
‘8 much greater progress, had it not been'for two of
“our companions who were lame; the one baving his |
foot burnt, the other with a swelling in his kuee; of
a rheumatic natare. :

On this day, which was the second after the re-
‘treat, -one of our company, the person affected with
-thre rheumatic swelhng, was left behind some: dis-
“tance ma—.mswﬁmp. Wa_altmg for him some time e

saw him coming within one hundl:ed yards, as ¥ sat
on the body of an old tree mending my moccasins,
-but taking my eye from him I saw him no more.
‘He had not observed our fracks, but had gone o
different way. = We whistled on our chargers, and
afterwards hallooed for him, but in vain.  Never-

‘theless he was fortunate in missing ug, for he after-

“wapds came safe into Wheeling. ~ We travelled on
until night, and were on the waters of i\Iusklugum
“from the middle of this day. < b

Havmg catched a fawn this® ‘day wo made a fire
in the évening, and had a iepqst having in the mean
time ate nothing but the small bit of pork [ men.
~#ioned before. WVc set off at break of day. About
~mine. o’clcok the third day we fell'in with a party
of the enemy about twenty miles from the Tuscara.

was, which is about 435 miles from Fort Pitt.
They had come upon our tracks, or had been o
our flanks, and discovered us,and then haying gof
kefore, had way-laid us, and fired before we pg-

[E T ———
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Joln Slover’s Narraiive. o

eoived them: At {he first fire one of my compan-=
sons fell before me; and another just behind; these
#io hiad guns: there were six men in company, and
four guns, two of these rendered useless by reason
of the wet, when coming through the swamp. the

first ‘might; we had tried to discharge them, but-

could not.  'When the Indians fired L-ran to a tree,
but an Indian presenting himself fifteen yards be-
fore me, desired me to deliver myself up and X
should not be hurt: my gun was in good order, but.
apprehending the enemy behind. might discharge
their pieces atﬂ%,l_dtdﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁgf%ﬁﬁ L
hmdﬁnfterhﬁ}ﬁg veason fo regret, when I found

_ what was to be my fate, and that the Indian who.
_swas before me and presented his gan, was.ong of -

those who had just before fired. Two of my com-
panions were taken with me in the same mannerg

. tlie Indians assuring us we should not be hurt. But .

one in company, Jameg Paul, who had a gunin or-
der, made his escape; and has since come Into

 Wheeling. One of these Indians knew me, and
“was of thesparty, by whom L was taken in the lasf:

war. He came up . and spoke te me, calling me
by my Indian name Mannuehcothee,and 'upbmiding.
e for coming to war against them. T will take 2.
moment hers to relate some particulars of my first.
captivity, and my life siace. e

“Mawas taken from New River, Virginiy bj;fﬁe
Miamese; a nation of Indians by us ca_ll_é;ﬂ*'thé Picts,
among wWhom 1 lived six years; afterwards being
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soId to @ Delawfue. anil by him put 1n£0 the hands

of 2 tradér T was carried -unongqt the. Qhawanese,'

wiith whom T continued six years; so thaf my whole:

tlme amo‘ﬂﬂ'et these na.tmns was twelve years, that.
is from the e;ghth to the twentieth year of my age. |
At the tre aty at Fort Pitt in the fall preceding what
i called Danmore’s war, which,if T am 1'1ght, was.
i the year 4773, 1 came in with™ the Shawanesea

nation to the treaty, and meeting with some of my
relgtmns at that place was by them solicited to re-
linquish the 1ife of a sayage, which I did with
soime reluctance, this manner of Tife: ‘having.become
natural to-me, inasmuch as ¥ had scarcely known:
any other. - 1 enlisted as a soldier i the Continen-

tad a army “at the commencement of the present wars:

and served fifteen months. Hanng been prppm]y
dlschargeﬂ 1 have since married, have a fam:ly,
and am in communion with the church,

To 1eiurn the party by whom we were made.

prisoners-had taken some horses, and left them,,;a.t.
the glades we had passed the day. betore They
had fuIIDi!{edq U s from these ghuﬁj, on
our return to which- we e found the horses and rode.
We ivere carried to Wachatomakak, a tnwn of the
BI' ngges and" Shawanese. 1 think it was on the
third. da.y we reached the town, which when we
were appmﬁciung, the Indm.ns, in whose custody We
were, bezan todook sonr, havma; been kmd to us
before, and 2 ziven ‘us a htlle meat and flour to eat,

whichgthey had 1oun¢1 or t"tl:ICH from some of our
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John Slover’s Narrative: BE

agen on: their retreat, ~This towsn is small, and we’
were t61d was about twe miles distant from the main
town, to whicl they meantio carry us.

"Phe inhabitants from this town came out witl
chibs and tomahawks, struck, beat and abused us

greatly, One of my two companions they seizeds

and having stripped him naked, blacked him with

coal and water: this was the sign of being burnt::.

the man seemed to surmise it, and shed tears. - He
asked me the meaning of his being blacked; but E
was forbid by the enemy in their.ow _ng;gguaga to
tell him what Wﬁ&n’b&ﬁﬂﬁyﬂt S8 Eng]ls&h which
they spoke Eaéﬂy, ‘having been often at Fort Pitt,

ti;ey_assurod him he ‘was not to be hurt. © I know
of'no reason for making him the ﬁrsthbje::t- nf'rtlié.i;-
ceuelty, unless it was that he was the oldest.

A warrior had been sent to the greater town' to
acquaint them with our coming, and prepare them
for the frelics for on our coming toit, the inhabitante’
came out with guns, elubs and tomahawks, We
were told that we had to run to the council house,

~ about thrée: ‘hundred yards: The man that was

blacked was about twenty: yards hefore ug, in ran-
mng the gauntlet.  They made- ‘him their principal

oliject; men, women and children beating him, and .

those who had guns firing loads'of powder on him
as he runnaked, putting the muzzles of thes guns
to hisibedy, shoutingy halleoing and beaﬁng theip
dravas fnthe mean tlme.

The unhdppy man had: Maehéd‘ thet door of the

T b e
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80 Tobn Slover’s Narrative.

council: house, beat-and wounded in a manner
slmckmg to the sight; for having arrived before
him we lad it in our power to view the spectacle:
it was indeed the most horrid that can’be conceived:
they had cut him with their tomahawks, shot=his
body black, burnt it into holes with loads of powder
blown into him: a large wadding had made 2
wound in his sheulder whence the blood gushed.

Agreeahle to the declaration of the enemy when
he first set out ‘he had J:,(;z;son to. think himself se-
cure when he had reached the ‘door of the council
Louse. This seemed to be his lmpe, for's coming up
with great stlugﬂ‘linﬂ" and endeavout, he laid hoeld
of the door but was pulled back and drawn away
by them; finding they intended no mercy, but put-
ting him to death he attempted several ‘times to
spatch or lay hold of some of their tomahawks, lrut
being weak could not effectit. ~We saw him borne
off, and they were a long time beating wo‘uudmg,
pursmnﬂ' and killing him:

“That samgww the dead bcdy of this
man close by the council house. Tt was mangled
cruelly, and the blood mingled with the pewder was
vendered black. The same evening I saw him, af-
forhehad been cut intopieces and his limbs and his
tead abont tyvo hundred yards on the ontside of the
town put-on poles. That eveningalso I saw the bo-
dies of three others in the same black and mangled
condition: thesé T avas told had been put to-death
the same. day and just before: we ‘had reached "the

T 155 =
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John Sloves’s Narrative. = 61
iownp. Their bodies as they lay were black, bloU&yi,

“burnt with powder; two af these were Harrisou,

and young Orawford. I knew the visage of Col.

- onel Harrison, and I saw his clothing and that of
_young Orawford, at the town. - They brought hor-

ses to me and asked if I knew them? I said they

_were Harrison’s and Crawford’s. . They said they

were.

The third of these men I did not know, but he.—
lieve him to hayve been Colonel M’Cleland, the third
in command on the expedition, ...

The next da *g,e_,hadmsﬂo‘f‘the'e mﬁn wer& du;
ged to the ‘outside of the town, and.their carcases

u_bﬁmg given to the dogs, theirlimbs and heads were

stuck on poles. e
My surviving compamon shortly aftel we had
reached the council house was sent to another town,
and Ipresume he was burnt or executed in the same
manner. | iy =
In the evening the men assemhled in the council

- house: this is a large building about fifty yards in

length and about twenty-five. yards wide; and.a-

bout sixteen feet in height, built of split poles cov-
ered with bark: their first object was to examine me,
which they gould do in their own language, inas-

much ag I conld speak the Miami, Shawanese ard

~Belaware languages, which I had learned during

myearly captivity in the last war. I foundT had not
korgotten. these languages, especially the two for-

mer, bcmg able to speak them as well a5 my native
tongue.
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They began with interrogating me concerning |
the situation of our country, w hat were our provi-
“Sions? our numbarsk the state of the war between |

us and Britain? T informed them Cornwallis had
teen taken, which next ‘day, when Matthew Eili.

ot, with James Girty, came, theyaffirmed to be a 1ie,
‘and the: Indians seemed to give full credit to their
declaration.
 Hitherto I had been treated with some appear-
'aﬂce"ﬁf‘hﬁ&nessf‘but now the enemy began to alter
their behaviour towards me.  Girty had informed
them, that when he asked me how ¥ Tiked o Tive
thiere, I had said that I intended to talke the Tivst
~“opportunity to take ascalp and run off. It was, to
be sure, very probable that if T had such mtentlﬁnq,
T would communicate them to him,  Another man
came to me and told me a story of his having lived
on the south branch of Potowmac in Virginia, and
having three brothers there, he pretended he watnted
to get away, but L suspected ‘his design; neverthe-
less-he lgportﬁd th&glhyl,egnsﬁnte& togo.  Tuthe
niean time I was not tied, and could have escaped,
but having nothirg fo put on my feet, I waited some
‘time longer to provide for this. '

T was invited every mnight to the war dances,
which they usually continued until almost day- I
could not comply with their desire, believing these
things to be theservice of the devil.

T'he council 1asted fifteen days; from fifty 0 one
hundegd warriors being usvally in counecil, «nd
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sometimes more. Every warrior is admitted fo
these councils; but only the chiefs or head ~war-
riors have the privilege of speaking. The head
warriors are accounted ‘such from the number of
scalps and prisoners they haye taken.

The third day M’Kee was in council, and aftax:-'

wards was generally present. He spoke little, and’
did not ask any questions er speak to me at all.
He lives about two miles out of the town, has a
house built of squared logs with a shingled roofs
he was dressed in gold laced Llo’LtLLS., L had scen.
him at the formep town: through wh

ich passecl.,-v,.

I think it was on the last day of the council, save.
_one, that a speech came from Detroit brought by a

warrior who. had been counselling with the com-.
manding officer at that place. The speech had
been long expected, and was in answer to one
sometime before sent from the town to Detroit: it

was in a belt of Wampum, and began with address—

ing them, «My children,” and enquiring why they
continued to take prisoners? ¢Provisions are scarces.

when p’rlsoners are brought in we are obliged tm_

maintain them, and stlll._@gmn_of them are running
away, and carrying tidings of our affairs. When
any of our people fall into the hands of the rebels
they shew no mercy: why then should you take
prisoners? Take no more prisoners, my children,
of @ny sort; man, woman or child.” :

T'wo days after, a party of every nation: that was
mear being collected, it was defermined on to take

9 it :
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o’

no more prisoners;of any sort:~ They had held a
large coancﬂ and the determination was, that if it
were poselble they could find a child of a span of
three_ inches long, they would show it no mercy.
At the conclusionof the conncilit was agreed npon
by all the fribes present, viz: the Tawaws, Chip-
pawas, the Wyandots, the Mingoes, the Dela-
wazres, the Shawanese, the Munses, and a part of
the Cher okees,. that should any of the nations who
were not present. take. any prisoner, these would
rise anrtmst them, take away the pusunem and put
them lo death. s

_In the course of these deliberations I understood
what was said perfectly. "They laid plans against
"\\H* i .:- our settlements of Kentucky, the Falls, and towards

\pl\s“ : Wheeling. T hese it will he unnecessary for me Lo
mention in this narrative, more especially as the 1n-
dmns ﬁndmg me to have escaped, and knowing
that T would not fail to communicate these designs,
willbe led to alter their resolutions. ,

There was one council held at. W]Jlﬁh I was not
present: the’ Warriors had sent for me as usual, but
the squaw with whom I lived would not suffer me
to.go, but hid me under a large quantity of skins.
It may have been from an unwillingness that I
should hear i in council the determination with res-
pect to me, that 1 should be burnt.

About this time twelve men were brought in from
Kentucky, three of whnm were burnf on this day:
the remainder were distributed te other towns, and

tl.||1 |
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all, as the Indians informed me, were burnt. T_lli!a-
was after the speech came from Detroit.

On this day :ﬂso I saw an Indiaii who had JusL
eome into town, and who said that the prisoner he
was bringing to be burat, and who he said was a
doctor, had made his escape from him. T kiew-

‘Yhis must have been Dr. Knight, who went as sur-
~zeon of the expedition. ‘The Indian had a wound:
four inches long in his head, w hich he ackunowledg-

ed the doctor had given him: he was cut to the
seull.  His story was, that he. had. unjaed the doc

tor, being asked -fby"h‘uﬁhfo do so, the doctor promis-
ing that he would not go away; that while he was
semployed in kindling the fire, the doctor snatched up
the gun, had come behind and struck him; that he-
then made a stroke at the doctor with his kmfe,
which he laid hold of, and his fingers were cut
almost off, the knife being drawn through his hands

that he gave the doctor two stabs, one in the belly,._

the other in the back; said the doctor was a great,

big: tall, strong man. Being now adopted in an:

Indian family; and having some confidence for my
safety, T took the liberty to contradict this, and
gaid that I knew the doctor, who was a weak, lit-
tle man. 'The othier warriors laughed immoderate-
1y, and did not seem to credit him. At this time I
was told that Colonel Crawford was burnt, and
they greatly exulted over it.

'T'he"day after the council 1 have mentmned s
bout forty warriors 'tccompu.med by George Girty.

T 3, S A Lemani.
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B . Johw: Slo ver’s Narrative.

eame early in the morning round the house where
1 was. The squaw gave me up; T'was sifting be-
fore the door of the house; they put a rope round
my neck, tied my arms behind my back, stripped
me naked, and blacked me in the usual manner,
Heorge Girty as soon as I was tied, damned me;
and said that I now should get what I had deserved
many years: I was led away to a town distant a-
beut five miles, to which a messenger had
been despatched - to desire them to prepare fo re-
ceive me: arrving at this town I was beaten with
elubs and the pipe ends of their tomahawks, and
was kept for some time tied to a tree before a house
door. In the mean while the inhabitants set out
o another town about two miles distant, where I
‘was to. be burnt, and where I arrived, about three
o’clock in the afternoon.

Here also was.a council house, part n{‘ it covered

and part of it without a roof. In the part of it

where no cover was, but only sides built up, there
stood a post about sixteen feet.in height, and in the
middle of the house around the post, there were
three piles of wood built about three feet high, and
four feet from the post.  Being brought to the post
my arms were tied behind me, and the thong or
cord with which they were bound, was fastened to
the post; a rope alse was put about my neck and
tied to the postabout four feet aboye my head. Du-
ring the time they" were tying me, piles of wood
were kindled and hegan to flames
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Peath by burning, which appeared to be now
my fate, I had resolved to sustain with patience.
The divine grace of God had made it less alarming
to me: for on my way this day, I had been greatly
exercised in regard to my latter end. 1 knew my-
self to have been a regular ember of the church,
and to liave sought repentance for my sins; but
though T had often heard of the faith of assurance,
had known nothing of it; but early this day, in-
stantaneously by a change wrought upon me sud-
den and perceivable as lightn_iug,_vzgn _assurance
of my peace glﬁgdg_wﬁh(?rod“‘s‘ﬁfﬁn_gup in my

mind: The following words were the subject of

 my meditation—¢TIn peace thou shalt see God.

Fear not those who can kill the bedy.” In peace
shalt thou depart.” I was on this occasion by a
confidence in mind, not to be resisted, fully assured
of my salvation: this being the case, 1 was willing,
satisfied, and glad to die. :

1 was tied to the post, as T have already said,
and he flame was now kindled. The day was
clear, not ﬂ."ldqu_(_l.to be seen: if there were clouds
low inthe horizon, the sides of the house prevented
me from seeing them, but T heard no thunder, nor
observed any sign of approaching rain.  Just as
the fire of one pile began to blaze, the wind rose,
From the time they began te kindle the fire and to
tie me: to. the post, until the wind began to blow,
was about fifteen minutes. The wind blew a hur-
ricane, ang the rain followed in legs than three min-
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ules.  The vain fell violent: and the fire, thtiu“g;h it |
beman to blaze considerably, was‘imstantly extin. |
guished: - The rain lasted aboul a quartcrof an

hour.

When it was over the savages stood amazed; and
were a long time silent. Af last one said, we will
let him alone {ill merning, and take a ‘whole day’s

froltc in burning him. "The sun at this time was-a. |

hiout. three hours high. It was agreed upon and
the rope about mymneck was unticd, and making e
sit down, they hezan to dance ‘avound me, 'They
continued dancing in this maunner until"eleveén o
clock at night; in the mean time, beating, kicking
and wounding me with their fomahawks and olubs
At last one of the warriors, ULL’HalfMDUH,' asl-
ed me if L was sleepy? I answered, yes. The
liead warrior then chose out threemen to take care
ofme. T was faleén fo a block house; my arms
were tied until the cord was hid in the flesh; théy
were tied in two places, round the wrist and above
the elbows. - A rope.wvas fastened about my neck,
and tied to 2 beam of the house, but l}CImlLlln”‘ me
to lie down on a board. 'The three‘warriors were
constantly harrassing and troubling me, saying
“How will you like to eat fire to-morrow, you wﬂ‘
kil ne'more Fndians now.” 1 was in expectation
of their"going to sleep; when at length,“about an
hour hefore day break, two laid down; the third
smoked a pipe, falked to" me, and asked the'same
painful questions. Abeut hall anhour after he al-
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John Staver’s Narrative. 68

so laid dewn and T heard him begin te snore In+

stantly I went to work, aud as iy arms were per-

fectly dead with the cord, I laid myself down upon
my right arm which was behind my back, and keep-
ing it fast with my fingers, which had stiil some life
and strength, I slipped the cord from my left arm.
over my elbow and my wrist. One of the warriors
now got up and stirred the fire: 1 was apprehen-
sive that L should be examined, and thought it was
pver with me; but my hopes revived when now he
laid down again. I then attempted to unloose the
rope about my nu,k , {ried to gnaw it but in vain,
as it wasas thmk as my thumb and as hard as iron,
b‘?{?ﬁ. mgd_e _of' a buffaloe hide. 1 wrought with it a
long time, gave it out and could see no relief. A%
this time I saw day break and heard the cock crows
I made a second attempt almost without hope, pul.
ling the rope by putting my fingers between my
neck and it, and to my great surprise it came easily
untied: it was anoose with two or three knots tied
over it,

I stept over the warriors as they lay, and haying
oot out of the house Iooked back to see if there wag
any disturbance. T then ran through the towmn into
a corn field; inmy way Isaw a squaw with four or
five children lying asleep under a free: going a
different way into the fleld. I untied my arm whick
Was greatly swelled and turned black: haying eb-
served a number of herses in the glade as I ran

through it, I ‘wenk to catch one; aud on my way
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found a piece of an old rug or quilt hanging on 4
fence, which 1 took with me: having caught the |
horse, the rope with which I had been tied serv- |
“ing for a halter, I rode off: the horse was strong and
swift, and the woods being open and the country |
level, about ten o’clock that day I crossed the Scio- !
to river at a place by computation fifty full miles
from the town. I had rode about twenfy miles on
this side of the Scioto by 8 o’clock in the afternoon,

when the horse began_ to fail and could no longer 1
go in a frot. T mstantly Teft him and on foot ran 3
about twenty miles farther that day, making in the i
whole the distance of near one hundred miles. 1In £
the evening T heard hallooing behind me, and for !
this reason did not half until about ten e’clock {
at night, when I sat down, was extremely sick and 1
vomited, but when the moon rose, which might :
have Deen about two heurs after, I went on and | ]
travelled until day. | 3

During the night I had a path, buti n the morning | ¢
judged it prudent to forsake the path, and take a 1
ridee for the distance of fifteen miles in a line “at r
right augles to my course, putting back as I went | £}
along with a stick the weeds which I had bended, X
lest I should be tracked by the enemy. 1T lay the | a
next night on the waters of Muskingum: the nettles fi
had been troublesome to me after my crossing the t
Scioto, having nothing to defend myself but the. i
piece of arug, which I had found, and which, while c

1 rade 1 used under me by way of saddles the brj

. i
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Johkn Slover’s Narradue. 71

ers and thorns were now painful to and prevented
me from travellingin the might until the meon ap-
peared: in -the mean time I was hindered from
aleeping by the musketoes, for even in the day 1
was under the necessity of travelling with a hand-
ful of bushes to brush them from my body. =
The second night I reached Cushakim; next
day came to VBWGOIIIG! s town, where I got about
seven raspberries, which were the first thing T ate
ffom the morning in which the Indians had taken
me fa burn me, until this Lnna, whmwsﬁnpw about
three ¢ clock %%,,fuunﬁ}i‘ (I”a.y Trelt 1t hunger 'veryht..
tle, lmt was ‘extremely weak. Iswam the Musking-
um river at Oldeomer’s town, the river being abouf
two hundred yards wide; having reached the bank
I sat down, looked back and thought 1 had a start
of the Indians if any should pursue. That evening
I travelled about five miles, next day came to Still-
water, a small river, in a branch of which T got two
small crawfish to eat: next night T lay wiihia five
ll;lles s0fWheeling, but had not slept.a wink du-
ring this whole time, being rendered impossible by
the -musketoes, wluch it was my constant employ-
ment to brush away. Next day I came to Wheeling
and saw a manon the island in the Ohip epposite
to:that post, and calling o him and asking for par-
ticalar persons who had been on the expedition,: and
tellingthim I was Slover, at length, with great diffi-
culty; ha.wa.s persuaded to come. over and bring

e Across in hls canoe.
10




RODELT BENTAM’S narrative of an
encounter with the Todians.

The two followmng narratives, with several dthers

which will be found this selection. we have ex-
. tracted from the WESTERN REVIEW AND Mis-
‘Lfﬂ.giy;éﬁzo.gg_,ng;gzmE_. published by William

Ahout the year 1778 or 1779, s'evénty or eighty
persons, in five keel boits, were ascending the O-
hio river. Among them werea Major Rogers; Mr.
Fohn Watson, and Mr. Robert Benham.  Between-
Cincinnati and Columbia they fell in with a party
of Indians, engaged in making a raft or orossing
the river upon it. The Major observed, ¢those
fellows mustbe disposed of, before we can proceed,’>
and the whole party, excepting one man in"each
boat, went on shore to attack them. Justas they
\ere adyancing towards the Yaft, a heavy fire was
poured in on their rear. Finding themselves sur-
rounded, they deemed it prudent fo turnupon their
assailants and fo endeavor instantly fo regain their
hoats.  'This hewever, though the Indians retreat-
ed, they were unable to effect. One of the boats
was taken off by the five men left in them, and the
rest fell into the hands of the enemy.” The party
on land drove the savages before them, nearly as
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far- as the month of Licking river, when it beganto
grow dark, - ‘Lherewere now but ten men left; the
vest, including Major Rogers, having fallen. “A
short council-was held and it was resolved to make
a desperate effort, by charging upon the enemy’s
line, to make a way through it. The plan succeed-
ed beyond expectation. — Tyo, one of which was
Mr. Benham, were badly wounded in its execution,
but the rest, Mr. Watson and'seven others, escaped
anhart and reache1 Harrodsburgh some days after,
biit without any clothing exceptithe wristbands and

ey

collars of theisshirts and fho waistbands. of their

~frowsers. .

“Very different was the fate of the wounded. Ben-
ham, being shot through the hips, was unable to
proceed. He concealed himself therefore amidst

the boughs of a fallen tree, where he remained two

days. Late on the second day a raccoon came near
him, and he shot it. Instantly some one called
out. ~Supposing it to be an Indian, he loaded his
pieceiand continued silent. The same voice much
nearer to himsoon called out again. He now con-
cluded he shonld be killed, but resolved to sell his
life as dearly as possible. He was however happi-
1y relieved by the exclamation in plain English,
¢«cwhoever you are, for God’ssake answep. me!”’ . Be-

Ling now convinced that the applicant was notasav=

age, he answered without further hesitation; and
was soon._approached by his unfortunate compan-
ion, with both arms broken. After their mutyal




47 Encounter with the Indians.

joy at mecting had subsided a liftle, Benham de-
sived his friend to kick to him the raccoon, which,
being thus obtained, was skinned and cooked; and
Benham fed his eompanion as well as himself’
They now became very thirsty, and Benham,
still unable to move, expected to die of thirst; but

his companion, having been to Licking river and

waded in so far as to be able to stoop and dvink,
returned and desived Benham to put his hat in'His
mouth that he amight bring him some water, which
he di'af?:'-"-_"5:’-'7"'-':-"'"'2":'? = i BN P
Captain Benham made use of their shirts to:dress
their wounds, which recovered surprisingly. They
remained at this spot two weeks. Benham shot
game and his companion pushed it to him by his
feet, as he did also the fuel necessary for ‘cooking.
When turkeys were seen, the broken armed man
would walk around at a considerable distance from

them “and drive them, o as to make them come:

within reach of Benham’s shot.  The hat continu-
®d 1o supply the place of a water vessel. “In two
y using'his zun as a crutch,

weeks Benham could, b
move forward a little. They then proceeded to
the mouth of Licking, about one mile, where they
artived i twe weeks more. One of the broken
arms getting so as to'be of use, and Benham being
able to walk a little, they fixed themselves a kind
of shelter by the side of a large log frenting the
Obioviver, where they remained, subsisting in the
way described ahove, until late in November, when
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they saw a flat boat descending the Ohio, They
made signals of distress, but the boat began to row
off, those on board suppesing them to be Indians.
At last however two men, (onc named Nicholas
Welch) jumped into a canoe, vesolving at all haz-
ards to ascertain who and what they were, and, if

their countrymen, to bring them off. . For this pur-

pose they landed below Licking and took such a
position asenabled them to ascertain that these un«
fortunate men were friends; after which they took
them on board and brought them down safe to the
falls. Here {ortunately tneirs clothing was | found,

having been . saveﬂ ’iﬁbme boat which had escapeﬂ

with the five men. Captain Benham afterwards

acted as a conductor general of the pack herses in
all the expeditions carried on by Generals Ilarmer,
St. Clair, Wayne, and Wilkinson. He was in

the defeats of St. Clair and Adair, and at length

purchased part of the land on which he had fought
with Major Rogers, where he ended a long and
and useful life. Peace to his manes!




WITH
TWO INDIANS,

. ABouT the year 1782, six or seven Wyandot In.
-dlans ‘crossed over to. Lha _south side of the Qhio
River, fifly miles helow Plltsburgh, and in thei

hostile “excursions among our early seftlers killed 8

an ¢ld man, whom they found alone in one of the
houses which ‘they plunderved.. The news soon
spread among the white people, seven or.eigit o
whom seized their rifles and pursued the marau-
ders. In this party were two brothers named Ad-
am and Andrew Poe, sfrong and active men, and
much respected in the settlement. 1 he Indiavs
had frequently h@cn over before, had somefimes
penetrated twenty miles-iuto. the countr v, and had
always quu‘eeded in re-crossing the rviyer without
being overtaken by our people. ‘Fhe Poes and
their companions were therefore particularly anx-
jous not to let them escape on this oecasion.  They
pursned them all night, and in the morning found
themselves, as they expected, upon the right frack.
The lndians conld now be easily followed by the
traces left upon the dew. ™The print of one very

Jarge foot was seen, and it was thus koown that a |
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Adaw Poe’s contest with fwe Indians, 77

famous Indian of uncommon size and strength must.
be of the party. The track led to the river. Our
people followed it directly, Adam Poec excepted,
who feared that they might be taken by survorise,
and broke off from the rest to go aleng on the edge
of the bank, under the cover of trees and bushes,
and to fall upon the savages suddenly that he might
get them between his own fire and that of his com-
panions. At the point, where he suspected they
were, he saw the rafts, which they were accustom-
ed to push before them when they swam the river,

and on which Lhey Mcﬁd thmn*ﬁim, tﬂllla-
hawlks, and guns. 'Ihe Indians themselves he
cogld inot see, and ‘was obliged to go partly down

the bank to get a shot at them. ~ As he descended;
with his rifle cocked, li¢ discovered two, the cele-
brated large Indian and a smaller one, separated
irom the others, holding their rifles also cocked in
their hands.  He took aim at the large one but his
rifle snapped without giving the intended fire. The
Indians turned instantly at the sound. - Poe was too
near them to retreat, and had not time to cock and
take aim again. Suddenly he leaped down upon
them, and caught the large Indian by the clothes

on - his breast, and the small one by tthWIIl“‘ an

arm round his neck. They all fell together, buf
Poe was uppermost. While he was stros ;ling to

keéprdown the large Indian, the small one, at a

word speken by his {ellow savage, slipped his neck

ont of Poe’s embrace, and ran Lo the raft for a fom;
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ahawk. The large Indian at this moment. threw
his arms abont Poe’s body and held” him fast
{hat the other might come up and Kill him. Poe
watched the approach and the descending arm of
the small Indian so well that at the instant of thein.
tended stroke he raised his foot, and by a vigorons
and skillful blow knocked the tomahawk from the
assailant’s hand. At this the large Indian cried
out with an exclamation of contempt for the small
Uﬁ’é"”Thelattm ‘lid_w_t_avieg_r,patl_ght his tomahawk. a-
gain, aud approached more cautionsly, waying his
arm up and down with mock blows to deceive Pre
as to the stroke which was intended to be real and
fatal. Poe however was so vigilant and active thal
he averted the tomahawk from his head, and receiv-
ed it upon his wrist, with a considerable wound,
deep enough to cripple, but not entirely to destroy
the use of his hand. In this crisis of peril, e made
a violent effort, and broke loose from the large Indi-
an.  He snatched a rifle and shoti the small one
through the -.-hpgagjg_@gwhe;qmﬁ“'ﬁﬁ‘a third time with
his liffed tomahawk. The Targe Indian was now
on liis feet, and, grasping Poe by the shoulder and
thie leg, iurled him in the air heels-ovir head upon
the shore. Poeinstantly rose, and a new and more
desperate struggle ensued. The bank was slippe-
ry, and they fell into the water; where each strove
to drown the other. Their efforts were long and
deubiful, eacl alternitely under and half strangled,
till Poe fortunately grasped, with his unwounded
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pand, the tuft of hair upon the scalp of the Indian,
and forced his head into the water. ~This appeﬁr-
sd to be decisive of his fate, for soon he manifested
all the symploms of a drowning man bewildered in
the moment of death. Poe relaxed his hold, and
Jiscovered toolate the stratagem. Thedndian was
instantly uponhis feet again, and engaged anew 1o
flze fierce contest for life and victory. They were
naturally carried further into the streami, and the
surreat; hecoming stronger, bore them beyond their
depth. They were now compelled to loosen their
hold apon each other, and to swini for mutual gafe-
ty. - Both soughkithe shiare to seize a gun, but the
{ndian’ was the best swimmer and gained it first.

Poe then tarned immediately back info the water

to avoid a greater danger, meaning to dive if possi-
ble to escape thefire. Fartunately for him, the
Andian caught up the vifle which had been discharg-
“od into e breast of his smaller companion. Al
this eritical j'l_mctu're'-Ande the broether returned
in- haste, having left-the party who had been in
pursuit ofthe other Indians, andwho had killed all
“but one-obihigm, at the expense of three of their
_own lives. - He heaud that Adam was in great per-
5l,;and alone in the fight with twe against him.
One of our pcople,' following not far in the rear of
- Andrew, mistook Adam inthe water with his bloody
shand for a wounded Indian, and fired a bullet into
hisishoulder. Adam cried out to his bgg__hm:'to kall

.the bigiIndian onthe shore, but Andrew’s gun had
11 :
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been discharged and was not again loaded: - The

contest was now between the savage and Ams

drew. Each labored to load his rifle first. The

Indihn, after putting in his ‘powder, and hurrying
his motions to force down the hall, drew out his
ramrod with such vielence asto throw it some yards
info the water.  While he ran te pick it up, An-
drew gained an advantage, and shot the Indian just
as he ‘was raising his gun to his eye for a deadly
aim. Audrew then jumped into the river to assist
his Wt:nunded“brotlier to the shere; but Adam, think-
ing more of carrying the big Tndian home as a tro-
pby than of his own wounds, urged Andrew fo go
back and prevent the stroggling savage from roll-
ing himselfinto the'current, and escaping. ~Andrew
however was too solicitous for the fate of Adam fo
allow him to obey, and the Indian jealous of his
honor ‘as a warrior even in death, and knowing well
the intention of his whife conquerors, succeeded in
retaining life and action long enough to reach the
current, by which his dead budy was cau:jed down
beyond the chance of pursuit. = .

This native was the most thstmg*ulshed among
five celebrated brothers belonging to the royal fami-
Ay of the tribe of Wyandots. Notwithstanding he
was engaged in this predatory expedition, he was
acknowledged by all to be peculiarly magnanimous

foran Tudian, and had contributed, more than any
other individual, o preserve and extend the prac-

tiee, which was known fe prevail in his tribe; ‘thaf,
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of not taking the lives «of prisoners, and' of not sufs

fering them to be treated ill. 'This practice was an.
honorable distinction for the Wyandots, as was well
understood by the white people who were traders
with the Indians, and by those of our early settlers
and brethren who had been made prisoners in war.
It was 2 common remark among them, “if we be-
come the prisoners of the Wyandots we shall be
fortunate.”” ‘The death of this large Indian and of
his four brothers, who were all in: the party, was
wards learned, than all the other losses sustained
duving the hostilities carried on between them and
us. 'There was a universal, solemn, and distvess-
ing mourning. '

Adam Poe recovered from his wounds, and gave
this account in person to James Morrison, Esq. from
whom we have peceived it, and by whom we are
assured that it is correct. - The courage and enter-

‘prise, the suffering and fortitude, the decision and

perseverance, of the early settlers of this western
country, by whose labors we are now so peaceful
and Lappy, ought not to be forgotten, but may well
e related from time to time to excite in us the spiz-
it of similar virtues, and to teach us how to censid-
er the slight privations which we are, or may he
called to meet. Gratitude is more appropriate to
our cofidition than disconieng, L

Adam Poe’s contest with tieo Indians. 8%



REMARKABLE ENCOUNTER

OF A
White dan with twe Indians.

o dna I:‘gtﬁ_s;__r to.a J_Ge.nﬂeman of Philadelphia.
DEAR Str, _

I wrotE you a note a few days ago, In which
T promised you the particalars  of an affaiv be-
fween 2 white man of this county;and. two Indiaps:
now I mean to relate the whole story, and it is as

follows: : : : 5
The white man is upwards of sixty years of age;
tis name is David Morgau, a kinsman to Col. Mor:
'gan of the rifle bhattalion. This man had, througl
fear of the Indians, fled to a-fortabout twenty miles
above the province line, and near the east side
Monongahela river. From thence: he sent some
of his younger children to his plantation, which
was _about a mile distant, there te-do some busl
ness in the field: = He afterwards thought fit to fol
low, and see how they fareds: Getting to his field,
and scating himself upon the fence, within view of
his children, where they were at work, he ‘espied
two Indians making towards them; on which he
called to-his children to make their escape. The
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Indians immediately bent their courss towards hims
Te made the best hastetoescape away; that his age
and osnsequent infiemity would permit; but soon
found he would be overtalen, which made him
think of defénce. Being armed with a good rifle;
he faced ahout, and found himself under the neces-

sity of running four or five perches towards the In.

dians, .in.order to obtam shelter behind a tree of
sufficient size.
This unexpected manceuvee obliged the Indians,
who were close. by, i_;pw_,stgg,z_i.mlliane:;;thay‘;liad_ but
smalk :-timl_)&l""-'.ft':‘:"-'f";c'}'hél-ﬁ31' behind, which gave M.
Morgan an opportunity of shooting one of them
dead unon the spot.  The other, taking the advan-
tage of Morgan’s empty gun, advanced upon- him,
and put him toflighta sccond time, and being light-
‘or offoot than the old man, soon came up within a
few paces, when he fived .at him, but fortunately
On this Mr. Morgan faced about a-
sain, to try his fortune, and clubbed his fivelock.
-'ffhd_?‘ﬁfégdian, by this. time, had got his tomahawl
- ovder for a throw; at which they ave very dex-
trous. Morgan made the blow, and the T¥ndian
the throw, almost at the same instant, by which the
little finger was cut off Morgan’s lefthand; and the
jone next to it almost off, and his ;_;;1'111 brole off by
Mhe dock. Now they came to close _grips—.‘l Moy-
gan putithe Indian down; but soon found himself
" overturned, and the Indian upon hi, feeling for his
knife, and yelling most hideously, as their ysanner

111'15?20.11 him.
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is, when they look uponwictory to Ive certain, Howa
eyer, @ woman’s apron, which the Indian had pluxu-
dered out of a house in the neighbourhood, and ti-
ed on him, above his knife, was nowin his way; and
50 hindered him from getting at it quickly, that Mor-
gan got one of his fingers fast in his- mouth, and
deprived him of the use of that hand, by holding if,
and disconcerted him considerably by chewing it;
all the while observing how he would come on with
his knife, Af length the Fndian had ot hold of
his knife, but so far towards the blade, that Mor-
gan got a small hold of the hinder end; and as the
Indian pulled it out of the scabbard, Morgan 2ivs
ing his finger a severe serew with his teeth, twiteht
ed it out through his hand, cutting it most grievous-
ly. By this time they were both got partly ‘on
their feet, and the Indian was endeavouring to dis-
engage himself; but Morgan held fast by the fingers
and quickly applicd the point of the knife to the
side of its savage owner; a bone happening in the

e

way prevented ifs pefitirating any great d epthy but
a second Blow directed more towards the belly,
found free passage into his bowels.  The old man
turned the pointupwards, made a large wound, bu-
rying the knife therein, and so took his departure
instantly to the fort, with the news of his adventnre.

On the report of Mr. Morgan, a party went out
from the fort, and found. the first kndian where he
had fallen; the second they found not yet dead, at
ole hundved yards distance from {lie sceme of ac.
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tion, hid in the top of a fallen tree, where he had

: picked the knife”out of his body, after which had"

come out parched corn, &e. and had hound up his
wound with the apron aforementioned; and on first
sight he saluted them with, How do do, broder,
how do do, broder? but alas! poor savage, their
bratherhood to him extended only to tomahawking,

| their own, skinning them both; and they have made
F’ drum heads of their skins.

Westmoreland, April 26, 1778,

. g3 Pt i e
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| scalping, and, to gratify some peculiar feelings of




REMARKABLE ADV ENTURES

OF o'
o TR R LT YETT l‘l‘h_.l_:_-'ﬂ? h
JACERSOIT JOHONITET.

RALS HARMERAND ST CLAIR,

Containing an account of liis Captivity, Suffer-
ings, and-Fscape from the Fickapoo Indians-
A Dore dlﬁ‘iciﬂiﬂ {ask undertaken
by man, than thoe act of writing anarralive of a per-
"son’s own life; especially where the . incidents bor
der on the marvellous. ~ Prodigies but seldom ha)-
acity of the velaters of them is still
hed for; kowever, a8 the dis
pensations of Providence towards me have heen
{oo striking net to make a deep and grateful Ju-
pal part of them can be
voceod, be-
11 _paxdon

A SOLDIER UNDER'GENE
Tuereis seldom

pen; and the ver
less frequently youc

pressien, and as the pring
atlested by living. evidences, I shallp
confident that the candid reader wi

ing
literate soldier, and th

the inaccuracies of an
when they realize the idea of the sufferings of sucl
of our unfortupate country folls as fall into th
hands of the western Indians, whose tender ner
cies are crueities. -

T was born and bronght up at Falmoutl, Cascl
hay. where 1 reside

“

b

ithe tender hearted will drop the teak of sympnih;.', |

1od until I attained to the scyel |

———
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teenth year of my age. My. parents were poors
the farm we ovcupied, small, and hard to cultivates

their family large and expensive, and every way

litted to spare me to seek a separate fortune; atleast
these ideas had gained so great an ascendancy in
my mind, that I determined, with the consent of
my parents, to look out for a means of supporting
myself.

Haying fixed on the matter firmly, I took leave
of“my friends, and sailed, the 1st of May, 1791, on

beard a coasting snhuunp;;»{g}:ﬂ,@ﬁhﬁm--'~. Being ar-

rived in ;h_i_g_.__‘%Hi_:;‘aﬂg’?"ﬁﬁéﬁfire}y out of employ, X
had'-~mﬁ§i§’3 "izii'é'il‘sjf"sensatiuns, and nmore than once
sincerely wished myself at home with wmy parents;

however, as 1 had set out on an important design,

and as yet met with no misfortune, pride kept me
from this act, while necessily urged me to fix spee-
dily on some mode of obtaining a livelihood. _
My mind was severely agitated on this subject
one morning, when a young officer came into my
room, and soon entered into conversation on the
pleasures of a military life, the great chance there
was for an active young man to obtain promotio,
and the grand prospect opening for making great
fortunesin the western country. His discourse had
the desived effect; for after treating me with a bowl
ortwo of punch, I enlisted, with a firm promise on
his side to assist me in obtaining a sergeant’s wars
¥ant before the party left Boston,
- An enlive newizs ne now opened before me, Tn-
12
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stead of becoming a sergeant, 1 was. treated severs-
Iy for my ignovance in a matier I had till then
seareely thought. of, and insultingly ridicaled: for
remonstrating against the eonduct of the officer. I
snffered great. uneasiness on these and other #e-
counts, of a similar kind, for some time; at length,
cenyinced of the futility of complaint,if applied my=
self to study the exercise, and in a few days hecame
tolexably expert:  The beginning of July we Teft
Boston, and proceeded ou our way to join the wes-
tern army. When we arrived @l fort Washington,
T was ordered to join Captain Phelon’s company,
and in a few-days set out on the expedition under
General Havurar,  Those alone who have experi
eneed, can tell what hardships men undergo in
such-excursions: - hunger, fatigue and toil werg our
constant atiendants. - However as our expectations
were raised with the idea of easy conquest, rich
plunder, and fine arms in the end, we made a shift
to be tolerably merry: for myown part; X had ob-
taitied u sergeancyssandsdlatborsd myself I was in
the dirvect road to honour, fame, and fortune: Alag!
how fluctuating are the scenes of lifel how singm-
larly precavious the fortune of a soldier! Before a
single epporiunity presented, in which ¥ could have
2 chaneg te signalize myself, it was my lof fo be
taken in an ambuscade, by aparty of Kiekapoo In-
dians, and with'ten others constrained to experience
seenes, in comparison of which our former distress-
og sunk into nothing. 'We were taken onthe bank

]
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of the Wabash, and immediately conveyed t‘a"t;_he,.

upper Miami, at least such of us as survived. "The

second day fter we were takeny one ofmy compan-

Fons; by the name of Greorge Aikins, a nativeof Ire-

Taud, became so faint with hunger and fatigue; that
he could proceed no further. Acshort council was

{mmediately held among tHéfIEdmﬁ?sﬁbo euarded

us, the result of which was that he should be putto

death; thig was no sooner determined on, than a

scene of torture. began.  The captain of the
guard approached the wretched victim who- lay
bound _upon, L_h&gtq.und,w:ﬁﬁﬂ“”vnﬂi' his knife

M ¥t 1 %".r— r e R % . ey b o "
made 2 circular incision on the scull; two otliers

" ammediately pulled off the scalp; after this they

each of them struck him on the ll_e'a.d with their tom-
ahawks, they then stripped him naked, stabbed
him with their knives in every sensitive part of the

“body, and left him, weltering i blood; though nof

quite dead, a wretched victim to Indian rage and
hellish barbarity. S
aWe were cicht days on our march to the upper
“Miami, during which painful travel, no pen can
describe bur"'s'i;iﬁ‘gripgg from hunger, thirst, and
toil. We were met at the entrance of the fown, by
above five hundred Indians, besides squaws and
children, who were apprized of our approach by a
_most hideeus yelling made by our guard; and an-
swered repeatedly from fthe villages “Heréc we
wergall severely beaten by the Indians, and four of
‘our number, viz. J ames Durgee, of Coneord, Sam-

D
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uel Forsythe, of Beverly, Robert Deloy, of Max.
blehead;and Uzza Bentou, of Salem, who all faint-
ed under their heavy trials, were immediately sealp-
ed and tomahawked in our presence, and fortured
to death with every affliction of misery that Indian
Angenuity could invent.

It was the 4ih of August when we were taken,
and_owr unhappy companions were massacred the
thirfeenth.. News was that day received of ‘the
destruction at L’ Anguille, &o. of general Harmar’s
army, numbers of scalps were exhibited by the
warriors, and several prisoners, among whom: were
three women and six children, carried through the
village ~destined to a Kickapoo settlement, further
westward. ~The 15th of August, four more of my
fellow prisoners, viz. Lemuel Saunders, of Boston,
L'homas Tharp, of Dozchester, Vincent Upham,
of Mystick, and Younglove Croxal, of ‘Abington,
were talkenfrom ‘us; but whether they were massa,
¢ered or preserved alive, T am unable to say. Af.
ter this nothing material occurred for a fortnight,
exceptthat we were several times severel Y whipped
on the receipt of bad news, and our allowance of
provisions lessened, so that we were apprehensive
ofstarving to death, if we did not fall an immediate
sacrifiee to the fire or fomahawk: buf heaven had
otherwise deereed. s e

On the night following the 30th of August, our
guard, which cotisisted of four Indians, tired out
with watching, 1aid down to sleep, Teaving only an
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old squaw fo attend us. Providence so ordeied
thatmy companion had, by some meaus, got one of
his hands at liberty, and having a knife in his pock-
ef, soon cut the withes that bound his feet, and that
which pinioned my arms, unperceived by tl;e oid
sqnaw, who sat in a drowsy position, not suspect-
ing harm, over a small fire 1n the wigwam.,

T rominated but a few moments on our situations
there was 10 weapon near us, exeept my compan-
ion’s knife, which he still held; Ilooked on lim to
maie him observe me, and the .§§H§§§£&§M@L§z@mng
and zrasped tﬁeagg{q{mbyt‘h’é?ﬂm}ﬂt to prevent her
making a noise, and my cemrade in a moment cut

-hegthiroat fiom ear to ear, down to the neck bone.

He then seized a tomahawk and myself a rifle, and

striking at the same instant, despatched two of our

enemies.  The sound of these blows awakened the
others, but hefore they had time to, rise, we renewy-
ed our strokes on them, and lilckil}’ to so good ef-
fect, as to stun them, and then' repeating the blow,
we s_uu.k a-tomahawk in each of their heads, armed
ourselyes ‘completely, and taking what provisions
the wigwam afforded, we eommitfed. orselves to
the protection of Providence, and made the best of
our way into the wilderness.

The compass of a volume would scarce
the events of our progress throngh the w
but as they were uninteresting to

contain
ilderness;
any but ourselves,
I shall enly observe generally, that the difficulties
of the Journey were too great to have been endur.
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ed by any who had Jess interest than life at stale,
ﬂ_l:;i} Jdess terrible cnemy than Indians to fear. Tun.

gelﬂ thivst, and fatigue, were our constant compan.

jons. Weettavelled hard day and night, except 8
the few hours absolutely requisite for mpﬁser thai B
nature might: not sinlc ‘apder heis oppmssmn, L3

Whrc'lr‘fwﬂod ong cnnsLanﬂy watched while the ofh. [

‘erslépt. In this tiresome mode, we proceeded u-

4l lhe ﬁtfl;genth of Septunl,m havipg often to shif |
“our dnermf“n account of impassable bogs, deep

ez, and hideous plE(‘lpICES, without meeting |
On the morning

morass
any mﬂLutma worthy of note.

souree in order to avoid-a bog that intercepted. o
course South East, we e found the bodies of an all §
man, a woman and two children newly murdered
-stript, and “czﬂpetl_.- Phis horrid spectacle chilled |
our blood; we- viewed the wretched victims; ant |
from what we conld collect from circumstanees, i
concluded that thu, had been dragged away Leon
heir homes, and their feet beinw worn out, had hee §
inhumanly murdered, and left weltering in ther |
blood.  We were at a great loss now to delermin |
what course to steer; at fength we pitched upont §
direction about north-west, and walked on_as fadl
as possible fo esc: 'qu, the savages, if plactlmhh
About moon.this day, we came to a good spring B
which was a ﬂ'rea.t relief to us; but which we had ':l ;
great reason a few minufes after to believe would §
be the last of our earthly cemforts. = My compal: §
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jou, Richard Sackyille, a corporal of eaptain T 1‘Q’e‘w--'

man’s company, stepped aside into the thicket; on
some occasion, and returned with the account that a
few rods distant he had discovered four Indians
with two miserable wretches bound, sitting under a
tree eating; and that if I would join him, he wonld
either relieve the captives, or perish in the-attempt.
The resolution of my worthy comrade pleased me
greatly; and as no time was to be lost, we set im-
mediately about the execution of our design: Sack-
ville took the lead, and conducted me undiscoyer-
ed, within fifty yards ofs the Indians; two of them
were laid down, with ‘their musquets in their arms,
and.appeared to-be asleep; the other twe sat at the
head of the prisoners, their musguets resting against
their left shoulders, and in their right lands eaci
of them a tomahawk; over the heads of their pris-
oners, We each chose our man to fire af, and tak-
ing aim dellberately, had the satisfaction to sed
them both fall; the others instantly sfarfed, and
sgeming at a loss to determine from whence the as-
sault’ was made, fell on their bellies, and looked
carefully around to discover the best course to take:
mean time we had re-charged, and shifting our pU...
sition a ]ittlu_k_impaticnﬂy waiting their rising; in a
minute they raised on their hands and knees, and
haying as we supposed discovered the smoke of
ourgans vising above the bushes, attempted to
craw!l e & thicket on the “opposite sile. This
zave ns a good chance, and we again fired at dir.
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fevent men, and with such effect, that we broughy
them Dbofth down; one lay motionless, the othey
orawled along a few yards, we Toaded in an-instant,
and rushed towards him, yet keeping an eye on him,
as he had reached his comrade’s gun, and sat up-
right in a posture of defence. ‘]i_y our noise in the
bushes he discovered the direction fo fire; alas! too
fatally, forby his fatal shot I lost my comrade and
friend Sackyille. At this moment the two prison-
ers, whpwgg'_g,clnsepmmned, endeayoured to malke
their escape towards me, but the desperate savage
again fired, and shot one of them dead, the other
gained the thickef within a few yards of me: ‘T had
Now once more got read ¥ to fire, and discharged at
the wounded Indian; at this discharge I wounded
himin the neck, from whence I perceived the bleod
to flow swiftly, but he yet undanntedly kept his
seat, and having new charged his guns, fired upen
us with them both, and then fell, seenungly from
faintness and loss of blood, -1 ran instantly to the
pinioned white man and bayingmnbound lis arms,
and” armed “him with the unfortunate Sackyille’s
musquet, we cautiously approached a few yards
nearer the wounded Indian; when I ordered my
aew comrade to fire, and we could percgive the shot
toolt effect. . The savage still lay motionless: = As
soon as my companion had re-loaded, we approach-
ed the Indian; whom we found not quite dead, and
a tomahawk in each hand, which he flourished at
us, seemingly determined not to ‘be taken"alive,

—

— T
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T, for my own_ part, determined to take him alive,
if possible; but my comrade prevented me by shoot-
ing him through the body. I now enguired of my
new companion wlat course we ought to steer, and
whence-the party came, from whose-power I-had
celieved him.  He informed me with respect to the
course, which we immediately took; and-on the way
Y6t mo Jnow, that we were within about three days
ch-of - Mort Jefferson; that he and- three others
woro taken by a party of ten Wabash Indians four
days before, in the neighbourhood of that Korts
that twe of his,cpu;payim;&g%ﬂ@%ﬂﬂd;swe_m

jiumediately scalped and killed; that the party at

marx

the time of taking him, had in their possession sev-

en other prisoners, three of whom were committed
to the charge of a party of four Indians. What be-
came of them we knew not; the others being worn
down with {atigue, were massacred the day before,
and which I found to be those whose bedies. peer
Sackville had discovered in-ihe thicket; that the

other two Indians were gone towards the settle=

ments, haying sworn 1o kill certain persons whose
names he had forgotten, and that destruction seems
ad to be their whole dvift. S,

“ My comrade, whose name on enquiry, I found to

be George Sexton, formerly a resident of Newport,

Bhode-lsl&nd, I found to be an excellent woods-
at spirit, and so_grﬁteful

man, and a man of gre
umental in ob-

for the deliverance I had been instrumi
taining for him,.that he would ot suffer me to
PR
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watchfor him to sleep, but one hour in the fony and
twentys although he was so fatigued as to have ab-
15lute need ‘of a much greater proportions neither
would he permit me to carty any of our bageage.

~ From the time of being joined by Sexton, we
steered a south-east course, as direct as possibles
until the 18th towards night, divecting  our course
by the sun and the moss on the trees by day, and
the moon by nignt: on the evening of the 18thi%we
Provxrlegtiﬁlly ig]l.lﬂ with-an American scuut-i_qg
party, who conducted us safely, in a fow hours)l;
fort Jefferson, where we were treated with great
humanity, and supplied with the best refreshments
the fort afforded, which to me was very acceptable,
as I had not tasted any thing except wild berries
and ground nuts for above a weelk.

The week after our aveival at fort J efferson, I
was able to return to my duty inmy own regiment,
which the latter end of August joined the army .on
an expedition against the Indians of thee Miam;j
Village, the place in which I had suffered so much,
and so recently, and Where I had beheld so many
cruelties perpetrated on unfortunate Americans, It
18 easier fo conceive than describe the pertarbation
of ‘my mind on this occasion. T'he risk I should
Yan in common with my fellow soldiers, seemed
heightened by the certainty of torture that awaited
me in case of being eaptured by the savazes. How-
ver, these reflections only occasioned 2 firm resq.
dution of doing wy duty, vigilantly, and selling my
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life in action as dear as possible, but by no means-
te be taken alive if T could evade it by any exertion .
shott of suicide. = &
My captain: shewed me every kindness in his i
pewer on the march, indulged me with a horse as
often as possible, and promised to use his influ=
ence to obtain a commission for me, if I conducted
well the present expedition; poor gentleman! little.
did he think he was soon to expire gallantly fight-
ing the hattles of his country! I hasten now to the
most interesting part of my short namatwe, the des- -

cription of &eneral St Olair’s Hefeat and the - -;.\:i:-"i?jl;_'
scenes Wwhich succeeded it. ' s Tr

~On the 3d of November we arrived within a few e
miles of tle Miami Village. = Our army consisted. . o ;

of about 4200 regular troops, and nearly an equal |
number of militia., - The night of the 8d, having rea- {5
son to expect an atfack, we were ordered under i
arms, about midnight, and kept in order until just ik
before day-light, at which time our scouts having i
been sent out in various directions, and no enemy | 1 i
discovered, we were dismissed from the parade to i
take some refreshment. The men in general, al- i
most worn out with fatigne, had thrown themselves _
down to repose a little; but their rest was of short i ’I
duration, for before sunrise, the Indians began a | -4 '15;:_
desperate attack upon the militia, which soon threw it
them'into disorder, and forced them to retire preeip- it
itataly, intothe very heart of our camp, =% :
Gireat God' what were my foelings, when, start: it
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ing from my slumbers, T heard the most {remend-
otis firing all around, with yellings, horrid whoop-

lngs and expiring groans in dreadful discord sound-

ing in my ears, [ seized m y arms, ran out of my
tent, with several of my comrades, and “saw
the Indiand with their bloody femahawks and
murderous knives butchering the flying milifia,
I fled tow ftr'dé them, filled with desperation, dis*
i clml.'ged ‘my- ﬁrelock among theni, and had the
satisfaction t to see one Bf ‘the tawny savages fd.ll
whose tomahawk was that: instang eley atcd “to
strike a gallant officer, then engaged sword i in hand
with a sayvage in front. My ®xample, 1 have rea-
son to think, animated my companions. Our own
company now reaclied the place we occupied, and
aided by the regnlars of orher eompanies and regi-
menis, who Jumecl us mdtscmmnate]y, we drove

the Tndians Back itifo the bushes, and soon after form-
ed in tolerable order, under as gallant commandeis
as‘éver died in the defence of America. The firing
ceased fqﬁ.-.ﬁ,;féfv-aninﬁiearb,ﬁt?iti Wis like the inter
val of a tormado, caleulatéd by an instantaneeus,
dreadful Teverse, to strike the deeper Horrer: I
one and the same minute seemingly, the most dead-
Iy-and heavy firing took place on every part of o
camps=the arimy, exposed to the shot of the €némy,
deliveredfrom the ground; 1l on everygide; and
dreniched the plaius with blood, while the discharge

from our troops drr ¢eled d.lluost at-random, Iam
fearful did but Jitile exeeution.  Orders Averé fow
iven to charge with bayonets, We obeyed with

T
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alacrity; a dreadfal swarm of tawny savages rose
from the ground, and. fled before uss but alas! our
officers. rendered conspicuous hy their exerfions to
btimm,a te the men, heeame victims to savage ingen-
uity, and fell so fast in cominou w1th the rest, that
scarce ashot appeared as spent in vain. Advau-
tages gained by the bayonel, wert by this means,
and want of due ‘support, lost again, and our little
corps- obliged in - turn, repeatedly fo give way be-
fore the Indians. We were now nducu‘: to less
than half our original number of 13gu]ar troops, and
less than a fourths part of eur ‘officers, onr horses all
killed or taken. our artillery men all cut off, and the
pieces in the onemy’s hands; in this dreadful dilem-
ma we had nothing to do but-te attempt a retreat,

which soen hecame a flight, and for several miles,.

amidst the yells of Indians, more dreadful to my
ears, thin sereams of damned fiends to my ideas,
amidst the groans of dying men, and the dreadful
sight of bloody massacres on every side, perpetra-
ted by the Indians on the unfortunate creatures they
overtook, T endured a degree of torture no tongue
can describe, or heart conceive; yet 1 prm*idenﬁal-
ly escaped unlurt, and frequently discharged my
musket, 1 am persnaded to effect.

Providence was pleased to sustain my spirits,
and preserve my strength; and although I hadbeen
sofar spent previous to setting out on the'éxpedi-
tion, asto be unable to go upon fatigie for several
days, or even to bear a moderate degree of exercise,
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I reached fort Jefferson the day after the action a
bout ten in the morning, having travelled onfoot all
night to effect it,

Thus have E made the reader acquainted with
the most interesting scenes of my life; many eof
them are extraordinavy, some of them perhaps in-
credibles ‘but all of them founded in fact, which can
lre atiested by numbers, General Sit, Clair, in
topsequence of my suflerings and what he and oth-

ers were pleased to call S{ﬂd]m lile exertions, pre.

senfed me with an ensign’s commission, on joining
the remaius of my old company, in which station I
mean Lo serve my country again, asfar as my slen.
der abilities will permit; trusting that the same kind
protecting pwuduuce-‘. which hath covered my head
in-the day of battle, and shiclded me repeatedly in
the heur of danger, will dispose of me as to infinite
wisdom seems best; and if I die in the cause of my

country, may the remembrance of my sniferings, egs”

c-mpﬂs, 13L‘i'-‘[;\"’i'kl]l(ll.‘ t]u’uwh diyine s Juppor £ aud‘ re-
n the. Tneast of many aﬁ A.meumn youth, aud in-
duce him, while he reads the sufferings of his un-
fortunate countrymen, to exert himself to defend
the worthy inhabitauts en the frontiers from the
depredations of savages, whose horrid mode of wap
15 a scene to be deprecated by eivilized nature,
whose tender mercies are cruelties, and whose faith
15 by no means to be depended on, though pledged
in the most solemn freaties.
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ANECDOTES,

The tiwo Jollowing Anecdotes are taken from the
Western Review.

Ix the year 1781 or 1782, a gentlamen named
Woobs, who, with his family, resided near the
place now called the Crab Orvchard in this state,
and who had, for the benefit of his' stock, impru-
dently erected his ’c’a'ﬁii-11 at a'considerable distance
from the neighbouring settlement, went from hLome,
16aving ouly his wife, one daughter about ten years
of age, and a negro man, who ‘was lame. Early
the next morning after his departure, Mrs, Woods
went out a short distance from the house, and dis-
covered seven or eight Indians lying in ambush,
who instantly pursued her,  She fled, ‘entered the
house, and was attempting to close the door, when
one of the savages, being in advance of his compag-
ions, pushed it open, went in, and attacked the lame
negro.  Mrs. Woods shut. the door, and a severe
encounter ensued between the black and the yellow
man. At length they fell, and the Tndian being
upon the negro evidently had the advantage, . Fhe
latler therefore called to the litfle zirl to take the
axe ﬁﬁ“{l_kill the savage. She seized-the weapon,
struck himea violent ‘Blow on the back which
woutided bim severaly, and by a secopd sfroke dex-
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mod at his head brought him lifeless to
the floor. "'he negro then called out to his mis-
tress, who dared not leave the door for fear of its
ced open by the band withont, to let in
another, and they would kill them all, one by one.
Forfunately, however, the whites from “the neigh-
bering station had by flis time assembled and
coming to their velief fired upon the Indiass,

being for

-~ Killed ﬂg}%&%ﬂd instantly dispersed the remainder.
e :_....__ . _‘E“E " :%'.L_.:-_%-;-_-- : x :

N T

' - A

Apour the end of the year {786 or beginning of
4787 a party of Indians attacked a family on Coap:
er’s Run, Bourbon Connty, Ky. -consisting. .ok 4
young man, his mother, and three-sisters. Thy
old lady and one daughter occupied: the Jower floor
the young man was in the Joft above,

of one cabin;
slept in a loom

and the ‘other two “young women
house adjoining.  The attack was made en boll
buildings at the same time. 'Fhe yuulig man es
cap ed throngh the roof, alarmed the neighbourhood,
and a partywas soon collected under the commant
‘of Colonel Edwards. Ou their arrival at the house
the old lady and fwo of hev daughters were found
Jead: thethird was carried off captive.. Forbuaate
ly a little suow had fallen; which enabled the parly
to pursue with celerity, and Tate in the evening, the
neise of a dog divecting their conrse; the young W
anan, who had Deen taken, ‘was found apparcnﬂj

expiring:- She retained hoyrever sufficient recollec:
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tion to extend her hand to her brother, who, with a
few others, was left to take care of her, while the
rest advanced with the utmost possible expedition,
and in a few hundred rods overtook the sava-
ges, six in number, whom they soon despatched-
The party then returned to the place where the
young woman had been left, and found that in the
interval she had expired. 'The next morning they
returned with the corpse to the first scene of action
in order to inter the whole together. Whilst the
graves were preparing, some dogs that had been
with the party were barking at a log in the water,
which several of the men concluded was ‘in conse-
quence of otters or other similar animals in the hol-
Tow of the log, buton examination they were much
surprised to find the dead bodies of two Indians,
who had probably been hidden there by their com-
panions, haying, uo doubt, been killed by the twe
young wowmen in the loom house. Thus not oneof
this party survived to carry home the sad tidings.
- 14




.Tke foHowzng information has been derived from
~ the official corvespondence of Gemerals Har-

MER;, WILKINSON, SC0TT, ST. CLATR & WAYNE,
ag published by Henry Trumbull in the year

4812,

—————e

;BXPED[TIUH axp DEKEAT or Gex. HAR.
B - " MER, By THE Izsmxms, 1N 4790.

—-*—.

AvLTHouGH & peace was happily effected between
the twe contending partics, Great-Britain and A
l Iﬁ'e}:icai,f in 1783, yet the savages, who had bcen
p-ersuuléd to take a part with the former, were un-
willing to bury the bloody hatchet.  They had not
auﬂiclenﬂy bathed that destructive weapon in the
blood of the Americans. Without any pretext wha-
ever, they continued fo exercise toward them the
most wanton acts of barbarity. It appeared from
respectable evidence, {hat from the year 1783, un-

til the month of October 1790,

the time the United

States commenced offénsive operations against the
said Indians, that on the Ohio, and the frontiers on
the south side thereof, they killed, wounded, and
took ‘priseners, ‘about one thousand five hundred
men, women and children, besides carrying off up-
wards of two thousand horses, and other property
to the amount of fifty thousand dollars.

‘The particulars of many of the instances of bar-
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Barity exercised upon theprisoners; of different a-
ges, and sexes, althongh: supported by indisputable
evidence, are of teo' shocking a nature to be pre-
sented"to the public. Tt is sufficient liere to observe
that the scalping knife and tomabawl, were the
mildest instruments of death. That in some ;cq.gﬁ_s
torture by fire, and other execrable means were us-
ed.

But the outrages which were commiitted upon the
frontier inhabitants, were not the only injuries that
were sustained; repeated attacks upon detachments
of the troops of the .Iyyi,te'da-ﬁfsa-';&&‘,-"wﬁm at different
{imes ‘mades The following from its peculiar enor-

_mity deserves recital. In April 1740, Maj: DoycH=

rv (in service of the United States) was-ordered to
ihe friendly Clicasaws on public business. He
performed this duty in a beat, having with him a

party of jifteen men.. While ascending the Ten-

nessee river, he-was met by a party of forty Indians,.

i four canoes, consisting principally of Shawan-
esg and out-cast Cherokees. They approached

‘under a white flaz, the well known emblem of

peace. 'They came en board the Major’s boat, re-
ceived his presents, confinued with him nearly an

hour, and then departed in the most friendly man-

ner.  But, they had scarcely cleared his oars be-

fore they poured in a fire upon his crew, wkich was

retuined as goon as circumstances would permit,
and a mest unequal combat was sustained for sev-
eral hours, when they abandoned their design; but
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ot until they had killed and wounded eleven out
of fiffeen of the beat’s crew. -

“All overtures of peace failing, and the depreda-
tions still continuing, an attemptat coertion became
indispensable; accordingly, on the 30th September,
1790, the Presilent, by and with the conseunt and
adyvice of the Congress of the United States, des-
patelied General “AR\II‘.R, with 820 Federal troops
and 1133 militia, under his command, (o attack and
destroy their principal villages,

The troops, after seventeen days march from Mi-
ami, reached the great Miami village, without any
vther molestation than that of havi ing a number of
their pack horses stolen, On their arvival they
found the village deserted, and all the valuable
buildings in ﬂdlﬂ{zﬁ, set on fire by the Indians. Af.
ter a short tarry, they praceedcd to the neighboring
ﬂllages, without molestation, and des! uayetl five nf
$hem, and a large quantity of coru, computed at fifF
teen thousand bushels, which they found buried in
dllfelent hmes, and very large quantities of vege-
tables of every kind.

The first opposition that was met with, a party of
about 150 Kentucky militia, and 30 rezular troops,
all under the command of Colonel Harping, of
Kentucky, were detached from the main body lying
in the great Miami village, to pursue the trail of a
party of Indians, which had the'day before been
discovered. After a pursuit of about six miles,
they came vp w ith, and were attacked onsui 'prize

; J.‘
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by a body of Indians who were congealed in the

thickets on every side of a large plain; and on the
first onset the militia without exchanging a singl®
shot, made a most precipitate retreat and left the

regular troops to stand the whole charge of the In-
dians; the conflict was shortand bloody, the troops:

were soon overpowered by numbers, and all fell ex:
cept two officers, and two or three privates, after
defendiug themselves at their bayonet points, with
the greatest possible obstinacy. Ensign HARTS-
mory was one of the officers who providentially es-

caped. and his escape a p”{iealpdto 'd'éfpéﬁﬂ"'iﬁﬁi‘ej‘uﬁ

a lucky circumstance of faltering over a login his
retreat, and by that means screening himself from

the eye of his pursuers, than from any ether circum--
stance.  Captain ArmMsTrRONG, Who commanded
the party, likewise made his escape, by plunging-

himself into a pound or swamp up to his neck, with-
in two hundred yards of the field of action, where
he remained the whole night a spectator to the hoz_
vid seene of the war dance performed over the dead
and wounded bodies of the poor soldiers that had
fallen the preceding day; where their shrieks, mix-
ed with the horrid yells of the savages, rendered
his situation shocking,

After this, some few skirmishes succeeded, but
nothing material, until the second capital action,
whieh happened two days after the army left the
Miami village. At tem miles distance from the town,
the General ordered a halt, and detached from four
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16 five hundred milifia, and about sixty regular sol-
dia’flfs; ﬁ'ndur the command of Major WyLLys and
Colonel Hagrvixe, “who  were ovdered to march
back to the town. On their flist entrance there ap-
pearcd a small body of Indians, who immediately
fled at the first onset, and by that means decoyed
the whole body of the militia, by making their flight
in différent divections, and encouraging - the militia
tﬂpulsue, by this stratagem the few regular troops
were left alone, and the Indians had effected their
design, for the moment they found the small hand:
ful of regular troops detached from the main bedy
ofthe militia, they commenced the attack with their
whole farce, exeepting the flying parties that had
divided thg militia; and although they soon found
seme part of the militia refurning on their backs,
pursued their, object of routing and déstroying the
troops, as the only ;ure}ﬂan of suceess; which af
ter a most bloody conflict on each side, they effect-
: e{]-.

; Nﬂthmg could exceedu the 1ntrep1d1!.y of the sav-
ages on this occasion; the militia they appeared to
despise, anil with all the undauntedness: conceiva-
ble, threw down their guns, and rushed upon the
bavonets of the regular soldiers; a-number of them
fell, but being so far superior in numbers, the
regulars were goon oyerpowered, for while the poor
soldier had his bayonet in ene Indian, two more
would sink their tomahawks in his-head. Thede-
feat of the troops was complete, the dead and
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wounded were left on the field of actiou, in posy
session of the savages.

The following is a copy of the official return of
the killed and wounded in the expedition:—

Kilied of the Federal trogps: 4 -Major, 4 Lieu-
tenant, 73 rank and file—total 75, Wounded—-S
rank and file.

Killed of the Militia: 4 Major, 3 Captains, 2
Lientenants; 4 Ensigns, 98 rank ‘and file—total
108.  Wounded—2 Lieuntenants, 1 Ensign, 25 rank
and file—total—?28. 2

The regular troopssall t{)nme, mcludmg two
cummlssmmd ‘officers, were killed. Amonﬂ' the
slain was Major ‘WyrvLys, and a npmber of braye

and valuable soldiers. ‘The Indians, it appeared,

from some cause, did not think it prudent to pursue
their siccesses from the field of action, as most of
the froops that were not killed or badly wounded,
made their escape, which, they could not have ef-
fected had the enemy pursned with their usual fury,

———l O} G ) EE—

EXPEDITIONS OF GENERALS SCOTT
AND WILKINSON.
In Mavy Axp Avcust, 1791.

—lif———

Gepn. SCOTT to the Secretary of War.

————

Bip—In prosccution of the enterprise, T march-
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ad (wﬂ;h 850 tr oops under my command ) four miles
from ‘the banks of the Ohio on the 23d of May,
: ‘and on the 24th I resumed my march, and pushed
forward with, the utmost industry, directing my
route to Ouiattannan, in the best manner my guides
and information enabled me, though'{ found my-
self greatly deficient in both,

By the 31st, I'bad marched one hundred and
_thu ty-five miles, over a counfry cut by fourlavge
Dbranches - of White kiver, and many smalle
streams with steep muddy hanks. : Durmg, this
march, 1 traversed a couniry a]temate]y inter-
spersed with the most luxurious soil, and deep clay-
.:ey' 'B'ﬂ'g.;s from one fo five miles wide, rendered al-
most impervious by brush and briars. Rain féll
in torrents every day, with frequent blasts of wind
-and thunder storms. - These obstacles impeded my
progress, wore down my horses, and destroyed my
ptm isions.

- On the morning of the 4st instant, as the army
cntemd an extensive prairie, I percewed an Indian
on horseback a few miles to the right: 1 immedi-
ately made a detachment to intercept him, but he
escaped. Finding myself discovered, I determin-
ed to advance with all the rapidity my circumstan-
ces would permit, rather with the hope than the
expectation of reaching the object sought that day;
for my guides were strangers to the ecountry which
I occupied. At 1 o’clock, having marched by com-
putation one hundred and fifty-five miles from the
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{: Ohio, as T penetrated a erove which bordered on
m{ anextensive prairie, I discovered two small villages
ay .' to-my left, attwo and four miles distance.
a5 B My guides now recognized the ground and in-
: formed “me that ' the main town was four or five
e miles in front, behind a point of wood which jutted
1 into'the praivie. I immediately detached Ool. Jonn
Tﬂ I:I.-H{DEN, with 60 mounted infantry, and a troop of
fér light horse under C-ap[:tiu M’Cor, t('; attack the vile
5. ’ Tages to the lu!'[.,. and moved on. briskly with my
main: body in order of battle toward the town, the
At smole of whichwas discernable. My guides were 3" e
¥ 1 deceived with respect to the situation of the town; ,é
&%f for instead of sfaudiug at the. edge of the plain H E
£ through which I marched, I found in the Tow ground BB
od bordering ‘on  the Wabash, on turning the point of b /
By Woods, one house presented in my front. Captain B
ny Price was ordered to assault that with forty men. i
He executed the command with great gallantry, and

1y ~killed two warriors.
B When L gained the summit of the eminence
li- which overlooks the villages on the banks of the .
he Wabash, T discovered the enemy in great confu- e
. siony- endeavoring to make their escape ever the il
B river in canoes, I instantly ordered Lieutenant i
e Colonel ‘Commandant Wirkinsox to rush forward g

) B with the first hattalion; the order was executed with
°h promptitude, and thts detachment gained the bank
o- . of the river just as the vear of the enemy had em-
B =

. barked: andregardless of a brisk five kept up from P 1
3 ' 15 ' i
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a Kickapoo town on the opposite bank, they ina
few minutes, by a well directed fire from their ri-
ﬂes, destroyed all the savages with which five ca-
10es Were crowded:

“ The enemy siill kept possession of the Kicka-
poo town. ¥ determined to disledge them, and for
the purpose ordered Captains Kine and Logspon’s

companies to march down the river below the town’

-and. cross undel the conduct of Major BARBEE.
Several of the men sv#amrbhmwer, and others pass-
ed in a small cance. 'This movement was unobh-
served, and my men had taken post on the bank
before they were discovered by the enemy who im-
mediately abandoned the village. About this tima
word was brought me that Colonel HArDIN was
incumbered with prisoners, and had discovered a
-stfonge__rivil]age further to my left; than those I had
observed, .which he was proceeding to attack. 1
immediately detached Captain Browx with his
company fo support the Colonel;. buf the distance
being, six miles, before the Gapi:aiii'-ﬁri'iv ed the bu-
siness was done, and Colonel HAarpin joined me
little before sunset, having killed six warriors and
taken fifty-two prisoners. . Captain BuLy, the war-
rior who discovered me in the morning, had gained
the maintown and given the alarm a short time be-
fore me; but the villages to the left were uninform-
ed of my approach and had no refreat. The next
morning L determined fo detach my Lieut. Colonel
Commandant with five lundred men, to destréj the

'y
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important town of Kethlipecanunk, at the mouth';'qf g
the Bel river, eighteen miles from my camp, and on:

the west side of the Wabash. But on examination I

discovered my men and horses to be crippled and

worn down by ‘a long laborious ma;'cll,‘ah'ﬂ__tlioe' }'.;c-
tive exertions of the preceding day; that three hun-

dred and sixty men only could be found in CAPACI--
ty to undertake the enterprise and they prepared to-

march on foot.

Colonel WiLkinson marched with this detach-
ment-at half after five in the evening, and If@tti_-l'll,?d
to my camp thp_._ugz;gs,dﬁ%’fji‘iTff’jgﬁigﬁ,;"ilavfﬁ'g"ﬁﬁi*éh-
ed thirty-six miles in fwelve hours, and destroyed
the'most important settlements of the enemy in that
quarter of the federal territory. =

The following is Colonel WiLkinson’s report:
respecting the enterprize:—

SIR—The detachment under my command, des-
tined to attack the village Kethlipecanunk, was put
in motion at half after five o’clock last evening,.
Knowiug that an enemy whose chief dependence is
i his dexberity. as a marksman, and alertness in
covering himself hehind. frees, stumps, and other
mmpediments to fair sight, would not hazard an ac-
tion in the night, I determined. to push my march
until L approached the vicinity of the villages where
I knew the country to be Champaign, I gained my
point without a halt, twenty minutes before 11 o’-
clock;'lax upon my arms. until 4 o’clock, and half
an hour after assaulted the town at all quarters.

e
=3 > -
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The enemy Was vigilant, gave way on my approacl,
andin canoes crossed Kel creel, whieh washed the
northeast part of the fown, 'The creel was not
fordable. - My corps dashed forward with the 1m-
petuosity becoming volunteers, and were saluted
by the enemy with a brisk fire from the opposite
side of the creek. Dauntless they rushed on to the
water’s edge, and finding the river impassable, re-
turned a volley, which so galled and disconcerted
their aniag&mﬁta,[ thgl;wtlm. - threy away their fire
without effect. In five minutes the Indians were
driven from their covering, and fled -with precipita-
tion. I haye three men slightly wounded. Af
half past five the town was in flames, and at six o’
¢lock I commenced my retreat: '

1 am Sir, yours, &e.

AMFS ’WILKINBGN
Brigadier- General Scoll.

Many of the inhabitants of Kithlipecauunk were
French; and lived in a state of civilization; misun.
derstanding the object™of ‘@ while flag, which ap-
peared on an eminence opposite to me in the after-
moon of the fist, 1 liberated an aged squaw, and
sent with hera message to the savages, that if they
‘would come in and surrender, tlieir towns should
be spared; aud they should receive good treatmient,
It was afterwards found that this while flag was
1ot intended as a sigual of parley, hut was placed
there to muk the spot where a person of distinc-
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tion among the Indians, who had died some time
before, was interred. = On the dth, ¥ determined
to discharge 16 of the weakest and most infirm of
my prisoners with a talk to the Wabash tribes, a
copy of which follows. My motives to this meas-
ure were, to rid the army of a heayy mcumbrauce,
to gralify the impulses of humanity, to increase the
panick my operations had produced, and by dis-
tracting the council of the enemy, to favor the views
of government.

On the same day, after having burned the towns
and adjacent ullaﬂ*es a,q.ﬂ:destmyed the gmwwm
corn and pulse. 1 beﬂ':m my march for the rapids
ofiOhio, awhere T arrived the 14th, without the loss
of asingle man by the enemy, and five only woun-
ded, having killed thirty-two, ‘chiefly wartiors of
gize and figure, and taken fifty-eight prisorers.

o the varions tvibes of the Piankaskaws, and. all
the nations of Red People, living on the waters
of the Wabash River.

Phe Sovereizgu Council of the Thirteen United
States, have long patiently borna your depreda-
tions against their setflements on this side of the
great mountains, in hope that you would see your
error, and correct it, by entering into honds of am=
ity and lasting peace. Moved by compassion, aned
pitying your misguided councils, they have not
unl'raqucntly 'ulthessul you on this sub‘;ect but
withoufeffect: at length their patienceis exhausted,
and they have stretched forth the arm of power a-

B S — -
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Zainst ynu Their mighty sons and chief warriors
‘have at lengil taken up the hatchet, they: have pen.
setrated far into your country, to meet your Warrioss,
and punish themfor their transpressions.  But you
fled before 'them and ‘decline the battle, leaving
your wives and children to their ‘mercy. They
have destroyed your old town, Quiattanu, and the
nbﬁﬂ*hbummr“ villages, and have ‘taken mauy pris-
oners.  [Hesting liere two days, to give you time
to collect L your . gh‘engtl;, they have proceeded ‘to
your town of Kethhﬁé%amiﬁk, but you again fle
before them; and that great town ]ns been destroy-
ed. After giving you this evidence of their powey,
they have stopped their hands, because they are as
merciful as strong, and they again indulge the hope,
that you will come to a sense of your true interest,
and determine to make a lasting peace with them
and all their children forever. The United States
have no desire {o destroy the red people, although
they have the power to do ity bat should you de-
cline this invitation, and pursue your unpruvokul
hostilities,  their fstrenn'th will again be exerted a-
gainst you, your warriors will be slanghteved, your
wives and children caried into captivity, and you
may be assured, that those who escape the fory of
our-mighty chiefs, shall find no resting place on
this side“of the Great Lakes.  The warriors of the
United States wish not fo distress or destroy wo-
men and children, orold men, and although policy
obliges them to retain some in captivity, yek coms
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rs B passion and humanity have induced them to set oth-

- B ers at liberty, who will deliver you this talk. i

sy Those- who ate carried off will be left in the care i

o, of our great chief and warrior General St, CLAIR;.

5 B near the mouth of the Miami and opposite to the £
&y Licking River, where they will be treated with hus i b
he B manity and tenderness; if you wish to recover them, fig
. repair fo that place by the first ‘day of July nexts 4‘!:\5-
e | determine with true hearts to bury the liatchet and II E
to smoke the pipe of peace. They will then be restored i
| to you; and you may again set down in security af { JI
y- your old towns, and Jive'in peace and happiness, ik gl
% unmolested by the people of the United States, bl
s whe will'become” your friends and protectors, and 2t
& § will be ready to furnish you with all the necesss- i
[? ries you way require. But should you foolishly hyy
m persist in your warfave, the sons of war will be let
% | looseagainst you, and.the hatchet will never be bu- 4

h B gied until your conntry is desulated and your peos

e ple. humbled to the dust.

d (Signed)
_ = CHARLES SCOTT, Brig. Gen,

r : ; 2
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Gen, Wilkingson to Gov. St. Claies

Siz—Having carried into complefe effect the en-
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mppy_i'ﬁé_.—_ which -vou were pleased” to direct azaiust
I,..'?_A;.llgl-lmﬂs and having done the savages every
“ether damage on the Wabash, to which T conceived
my foree ‘adequate, T embrace the first moment’s
recess from active duty to detail to yonr Excellency
the operations of the f:\pulttmn intrusted to my con
duct.

I left the neighbourhood nf Fcn't Washingten® on
the divst inst. at oneo’clock, and agreeably to my
original plan';‘famtecl bﬂltlly ‘atthe Miami villages,
by the most direct course the natare ef the groun(,
over which I had to march, would permi.f; I perse-
vered:in this plan until the morning of the 4th inst,
and-thereby avoided the hunting ground of the en.
emy, and the paths which led direct from White

River to the Wabash, leaving- the head waters of

the first to my left; I then being about seventy
miles advanced ‘of Fort Washington, turned North.
West. T made no discovery until the &th, about
9 o’clock, A. M. when L crossed- three' much  fre-
quented paths, within two miles of each other, and
all Dbearing east of north;” my guides were urgent
for me to follow these paths, which betrayed their
ignorance of the couniry, and convinced me T had
to.depend on my own judgment only.  In the after.
noonof that day, T was obliged to cross a deep bog,
which injured several of my horses exceedingly,
and a few miles. beyond I strnck ‘a path bearing

north by west, marked by the recent footsteps of

*Nvw Cincinnati,

-

— L

St e et B e Al




st

Ly
ed

y

[

-

on
ny
es
1l
ie-
8t
-
ite

of
Iy
the
it

nd
int
Bir

Ezxpedition of General Willinson, 1189

flve or six savages, My gunides renewed their ap-
plication - to me-to follow this path, but I pursued
my own course, "X had not got clear of my en-
campment, next morning, before my advance re-
ported an- impassable bog, in my front, extending

several miles. on either hand, and the guides asser-.

ted that the whole country to the Wahash was cuf
by such bogs, and ‘that it would be impossible for
me to proceed unless T followed the Indian paths,
which avoided these bogs, or led through them af
places where they were least difficult. = Although

O

I paid little regard to-#his information, as delay
was dangerous, and cvery thing depended on the
preservation of my horses, T determined to return
to-the right, and fell into the path I had passed the
evening before, which varied in its course from
North by West to North-East,  The country had
now: become pondy, in every direction, I therefore
resolved to pursue this path until noon, in the

hope that it would conduct me to better groend, or

to some devious trace which might lead to the oh-

ject sought. - TS _

At 7 o’clock T crossed: a"bx;.veist' kranch of Calu-
mut river, about40 yards wide, and about noon my
advance guard fived on- a small party of warriors
and took a prisoner, the rest run off to the cast-
ward. I halted about a mile beyond the :;ggof
where this - affair happened, and on examining the
prisoner found him to be a Delaware, living near
the site of the Jate Miﬂ.;l.i- village, which he in-
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Formed me was about 30 miles distat; T immedi-
,ité’j}frétmgradcd, four miles, and filed off by the
Tight over some rising ground, which 1 had obsery.
: atl--ﬁetwcen:tlie east hranch of the Calumut riverand
a creck four or five miles advance of i, taking my
course North 60 degrees West. This measurejfortu-
nately extricated me from the bogs and ponds, and
‘soon placed me on a firm ground; late in the ‘after-

e

o —

’mmnjm‘ﬁfsﬁﬁﬂnﬁng.ﬁailgrunnlng from North {0
South, and shortly after fell in with another vary-
ing from North-West to North. T pursued this 2
bout. two. miles, when I -encamped. But finding it
still inclining northward, I defermined to abandon
it in the mdrnin".' I resumed my march on ithe
th at 4 o’clock, the Calumut being to the westwarl
of me: L was fearful I should strike the Wabash tor
high up, and perhaps fall in with the small towy

which you mentioned to me at the mouth of, the B

former river. I therefore steered a due west coursy
and at 6 o'elock A M. orossed a road much ust!
both by horse and foot, bearing due north. X now
knew that T was near a Shawanese village, genet-
ally supposed to be on the waters of White river,
but.actually on the walers of the Calumut, and wa
sensible- that every thing depended on the celer
ity and silence of my movements, as my real ob

ject had become manifest. I therefore pushed nj &

march vigorously, leaving an officer and 20 men in
ambush o watch the ‘road, In order o intercep
or bear off any party of the enemy which might cas:

.|
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wally be passing that way, and thereby preveﬁt'-'lau;

B long as possible the discovery of my real intentions.

4 At 8 o’clock 1 cressed Calmut river, now 80

- B yards wide, and running down North North=-West. ,i

d B T was now sensible from my reckoning compared* *'

Yy B with my-own obsery ation, duung the late expmh- j
- tion under General SeorT, and the information re- £

1l ceived from your Excellency and others, that T it 1
Lo conld not be very far from L’Anguille. ‘The par- f, 1 i
b B ty left at ‘the road, soon fell in with four warriors
Y encamped half a mile from the right of my line of -

- march, killed one and drove off the others to the |

it ! northward. My sl"tusfmn had now becomu ex- ;

ol f;[-e,me,ly cuﬂca.l the whole country to the north be- i b g
the B ing in alarm., which made me greatly anxious Lo-- }‘
ud continue my march during the night, but I had no. s
too path to direct me, and it was impossible for me to i
yn, I keep my course, or for horsemen fo march through S
the @ a thick swampy country in. utter darkness. I qult.;
sty ted my camp on the 7th, as soon as I could see my fi
sel B way, crossed one path at three miles {hstdn(,e, bear- :
ov B ‘ang North-East, and at seven miles fell into another

e B very much- used; bearing North-West by North

ey which I at once adopted; as the direct route of my

was |8 object; and pushed forward with the utmest des-

ler B ‘patch. T halted at 12 o’clock to refresh the horses,.

obe and examine the men’s arms and ammunitions: i l
my B ‘marched again at half after one, and at 15 mmiﬂ;e.s e
ain [ before five I struck the Wabash, at one. and an- i

cepl |8 Balf leagues ahove the  uth of Eel river, being il
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the very spot for which I had aimed from the com-
mencement of my march. I crossed the river and
followi ing the path at North by East course, at the
distance of two and an half miles, my reconnoi-
tering party announced Eel river in front, and the
town on the opposite bank: T dismounted, ran for-
ward, and examined the situation of the town as far
as was practicable without exposing myself, but
the ywhole face of the country from the Wabash fo
the marsin of Hel' Tiver; being & coutinued thicke!
of brambles, black jacks, weeds and shrubs, of va.
rious kinds, it was impossible for me to get a sat.
Asfachory view without endangering a discovery. 1
imﬁiﬁdiafély determined to post two companies near
the bank of the river, opposite to the town, and a
bove the ground T then occupied to make a detom
with Major CALpwELL, and the second battalion,

until T fell into the Miami trace, and by that rout
to cross the river above, and gain the rear of the
town, and to leave directions with Maj. M’Dow-
BLL, Who commanded the first battalion, to lie per-
due until -1 commenced the attack, then to dash
through the river with his corps and the advanced
~guard, and assault the houses in frontand upon the
left. -

In t,he moment I was ahout to put this arrange.
ment inte execution, word was brought me that the
enemy had taken the alarm and were flying. I in-
stantly ordered a general charge, which was obey-

od with alacrity, the men forcing their way over
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every obstacle, plunged thirough the river with vast
intrepidity. The enemy was unable to make the

smallest resistance, Six warriors and (in the hur-

ry and confusion of the charge) two squaws and a
¢hild were killed—thirty-four prisoners were taken,
and an“unfortunate Laptne released, with the 18ss
of two men killed, and one wounded. T found this
town scattered along Hel river for full three miles,
on.an uneven shrubby oak barren, intersected alter-
nately by bogs almost impassable, and impervious
thickets of plumb and hazzle. Notwithstanding
these difficulties,. if L may cml[lt the report of the
prisoners, very few who were in town escaped; ex-
pecting a second expedition, their goods were gen-

erally packed up or buried. - Sixty warriors had

crossed the Wabash to watch ‘the paths leading
from the Ohic; the head chief with all the prisoners
and a number of families were out, digging a roof,
which they substifute in the place of the potatoe,
and abont one hour hefore my arrival, all the war-
riors, except eight, . had mounted their horses and
rode up the river to a French store to purchase am-
munition. This ammunition had arrived from the
Miami village that very day, and the squaws in-
formed me was stored about two miles from town.

1 detached Major CsaLpwELL in quest of it, but he _

failed to make any discovery, although he scoured
the country for seven or eight miles up the river.

- I encamped in the town that night, and the next

wmorning 1 cut up the corn scarcely in the milk,
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burnt the: cabing, mounted my young warriors,
SqUAWS and children in the best manner in my pow-

er, and leaving two infirm squaws and achild with
a short talle (wh.l{:h will be found annexed) I com-
menced my march for the Kickapoe fown in the
prairie. 1 felt my prisoners a vast incumbrance,
but I was not in force to-juslify a defachment, hay-
ing barely 523 rank and file, and being then in the
bosom of the Ouiatianou country, one hundred:and
_eighty miles mmm'ed ftom succour, and not more
tlian one and a half d'lys%rceil march from the Pai.
tawvamees, Shawanese and Delawares,

Not heing able to discover any path in the direct
ccurse to the Kickapoo town, T marched by the road
leading to Lippecanoe, in the hope of finding sem:
diverging trace which might favor my design. 1
encamped that eveningabout six miles (rom Kenap.
'acbmcq“ue, {he Tondian name for the town I had des.
troyed, and marched next inm‘ﬂinv at four o’clogk.
My course continued west till about ning o *clock .
when I turned to the northwest on: a small huntmff
1)-1tl., and at a short distance I launched into the

houndless praivies of the west, with the inténtion
to pursue that course, until I should strike a road

which leads from the Pattawamees of Lake Mich-
igan, immediately o the town I sought.  'With this
view T pushed forwayd, through bog after beg, fo
the saddle skivts in mud and water, and after por-
severing for eight hours, T fonnd myself environed
onall sides with morasses which forbade my ad-
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vancing, and at the same time rendered it difficult
for me to extricate my little army. The way by
which we had enfered was so much beat and sof-
tened by the horses, that it was almost impossible
to returin by that route, and my guides prouounced
the morass in front nnpasmblc A chain of thin
groves extending in the direclion to the Wabash,
at this time presented to my left, it was necessary E
should gain these groves, and for this purpose I
dismounted, went forward, and leading my horse
through a bog to the armpifs. in mud and water, with
difficulty. and fatigue 1 accomphshed my object,
and clmnﬂ'cd my course to South by West. T re-
‘gaimed the Tippecanoe road at 5 o ‘clocly and en-
C‘lmp[‘,d on it at v o’clock, after a march of thu‘ty
miles, which hroke dowit several of my horses.

I am the more minute in detailing the occurrences
of this day because they produced the most unfa-
vorable effect. I was in motion at four next morn-
ing, and at eight o ‘clock my advanced guard made
some. tl;gcon,l‘les, which induced me to believe we
were near an Indian wllage. I immediately push-
ad that body forward in a_trof, and followed with
“Major CALpWELL, and the 2nd battalion, leaving
Major M’DoweLy to take charge of the prisoners-
I reached Tippecanoe at 12 o’clock, which had
Been occupied by the enemy, who watched my mo-

’uons ‘and ahandoned the place that mormna. Af-

ter the destruction of this town in J une last, the ene-
my had refurned and cultivated their corn and pulse,

-
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which I found in high perfection and in much great-
er quantity than at L’Anguille.  To refresh my
horses and give time to cut down the corn, I deter-
mined to halt until the next morning, and then re-
sume my march to the Kickapoo tewn in the prai-
rie, by the road which leads from Quiattanon to that
place. 1In the course of the day T had discovered
some murmurings and discontent anionﬂ' the men,
which I found on enquiry to proceed from their re-
luctance to adyance into the enemy’s countr y; this
induced me to call for a state of the horses and provi-
sions, when to my great mortification 270 horses
were refurned lame mtl tired, with barely five days’
provisien for the men.

Under these circumstances T was compelled s
abandon my designs upon the Kickapoos of the
prairie, and with a degree of anguish not to be com-
prehended hut by those who have experienced sim-
ilar disappointinents; T marched forward to a towp
ofithe same nation, situate about three leagues west
of Quaittanon. As I advanced to the town, the ene-
my made some shew of fighting me, hut vanished
at my approach. T destroyed this town, consisting
of thirty houses, with a considerable quantity of
corn in the milk, and the same day T moved on fo
Ouiattanon, where 1 fordedt he Wabash, and pro-
ceeded to the site of the villages on the niargin of
the prairic where I encamped at seven o’clock.
Atthis town and the village destroyed by General
BCoTT in June, we fuuuﬂ the corn had heen re-
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planted, and was now in high cultivation, several
v fields being well ploughed, all which we destroyed.
On the 12th I resumed my march, and falling into
General Scort’s return trace, I arrived withouf s
material accident at the rapids of the Chio, on the
9 ist inst. after a march, by accurate computation,

¢

1 of 451 miles from Fort Washington.,

> The services which I have been able to render, Tt
- 4 fall short of my wishes, my intention and expecta- palip i
¥ fions = But, Sir, when you reflect on the causes e Bl

which ¢hecked my career, and blasied my designs,
I flatter myself you will believe every thing has been
v done which cnnld’i’e"ﬂana in my circamstances; E
' have destrr_u, ed the chief town of the Ouiattanon
nation, and made prisoners the sons and sisters of

the king; 1 have burnt a respectable Kickapoo vil- o
lage, and cut down at least 430 acres of corn, chief- i
1y in the mill. The Ouiattanons left without hor- B |
ges, home er provision, must cease to war, and will i

find aetive ‘employ to subsist their squaws and ch:l-l'

dren during the impending winter.
| Sheuld these services secure to the conntry which
1 immediately represented and the corps which I
had the honour to command, the Favorable consid- il
eration of government, I shall infer the approbatiox i |L
of my own conduct, which, added to a conscious- o] |
ness of having done my duty, will wnstltu(;e thw .
richest reward T can enjoy. '
Wlth the most perfect 1espect I lmve tha hox-
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“our to -be your }ﬁxcellency 8 obcdmnt a,ml most

humble servant.
et s JAMES WILKINSON

Governor ST, Cparr.
: -

A Ta Ik from Colonel WALKINSON, 1o the Indiun

~ Natives living on the river Wabash.

~Fne arms of the United States are again c‘;erted
agam%t you, “and a zain your towns are in ﬂames,
and your wives and children made eaptives—again
you are cantioned tolisten to the voice of reason, to
~sie: forpeace, and submit to the protection of the
Tnited States; who are willing to hecome you
friends and fathers; but,-at the same time, are de-
termiped to punish you for every injp@_ry.—-y&u may
_offer to their children. Regard not the c‘minsellors,
who, fo secure fo-themselves the benefits of you
trade, advise you to measures which.invelve you,
your women and ch;ldren, in. truub,l&and distress.
“Tihie United-States wish fo give you peace; because
it is ‘gooddn the eyes of the Great Spirif, that all
“%iis children -should unite and live like brothers;
but if you foolishly prefer war, their warriors are
ready:to meet you in- battle, and wall not be.the
first tﬁ?:’l&_y'dnwn- the hatchet. ¥ou may find your
squaws and your children under the protection of
our great chief and warrior General St. Cralg, at
Fort Washington; to him you will make all appli-
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gations for an exchange of prisoners, or for peace.

JAMES WILKINSON.
-—"-'-‘CI: B . O am—

DENEAT OF GENERAL ST. CLAIR,; -
BY THE INDIANS, 1791,

—p——

Gen. Bi. Clair to the Secretary of War.

Fort Was_ﬁirggt@a.ﬁ‘_‘ov: 1;94,;__.iILLT__L‘.J)_i.' :

YESTERDAY aﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁe ?'-rt:,inza.ﬁi‘nfs" of the Emy
undér my command got back to this place, and I
Tave now the painful task to give an account of a
warm, and as unforfunate an action as almost- any
that has been fought; in which every eorps was €i=
gaged and worsted, except the first regiment, that
Iiad been detached upon a service T had the hener
to inform you of in my last despatch, and had not
joined me. &
~On the 8d inst. the army bad reached a creek &-
bout twelve yards wide xunning to ihe southward
of west, which I believe to have been the yiver Sty
Mary, that empties into the Miami of the lake, ar-
vived at the village about 4 o’clock in the afternoor,
having marched near 9 miles, and were immaediate=
Iy @ncamped ‘upon a very commanding piece  of
zroundin two lines, having the aboye mentioned
creel in front; the right wing composed of Butler’ss
Olarke’s, and Patterson’s battalions, commanded
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by Major General Butler, formed the first line, and
the left wing consisting of Bedinger’s and Gaither’s
battalions, and the second regiment commanded by
Col. Drake, formed the second line, with an inter-
val between them of about seventy yards, which was
all the ground would allow.

T'he right flank was pretty well secared by the
areek; a steep bank, and Faulkner’s corps; some
of: the. cavalry and their piguets covered the left
ﬂank* the militia were thrown over the creek.ani
adyanced about one quarter of a mzle,_ and encamyp.
ed in the same order; there were a few Indians
vho appeared on the opposite side of the creek,
but fled with the utmost precipitation -on the.ad:
vance of the militia; at this place, which I judsed
to be about 45 miles from the Miami village, I hal
determined to throw up a slight work, the plan o
- which was concerted that evening with Maj. Ker-
guson, wherein to have deposited the men’s knap.
sacks, and every thing else that - Was. notof absolufe
.necesauyﬂand to have moved on to attack the ene.
Iy as goon as the first regiment was come up,.but
they did not permitme to execute either; for on the
dth, about half an hour before sun-rise, and when
the men had been just dismissed from the parade,
(for it was a constant practice for to have them all
ander armsa considerable time before light,) an at.
tack was made upon the militia; those gave way.in
a very little time, and rushed into camp, through
Major Butler’s battalion, which, together with part
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of Olarl’s, they threw into considerable disorder,
and which, notwithstanding the exertions of both 2%
¥ these ‘officers, was never altogether remedied, the <4
Indians followed close at their heels; the fire how- |

18 eyer-of: the front line checked them, but almost iu- S 1
stantaneously a very lieavy attack began upon that A

I8 Iine, and in.a few minutes it was extended to the 2 ' kit

i . second likesvises the aveataveight of it was directed b

f) against the centre of k.{(,;l, where the artillery was ' ‘f

i placed, and from which the men were. u\pcatedly i

p- driven with great slaughter; finding no great effoct:

18 from the dive, and confusion begmnnw to spread e

k B 'fwm the great nunber- of men who were fallen in e

i all gnarters, it hecame necessary to try what c-.‘mld T

i be doiie by the bayonet. U

il Lieut. Col. Drake, was accordingly ordered to RS

of malkea charge. with part of the second line, and to : i

r . turn the left flank of the enemy. This was exécu- B

) ted with great spirit." "T'he Indians instantly cave

I8 way, and were driven back three or four hundred

i , Yards:sbut for want of a suflicient number of rifle-

i men to- pursue this advantage, they soon returned

6 and the {roops were obliged to give back in their

n B ‘retmxn. At this moment they had entered our camp

by the left flank, baving pursued back the troops

1l y that were posted there. ' b

. = Another charge was made here by the second

n B regiment, Butlm s and Clark’s hattalmns, with e- |l

L B qual effect, and it was repeated several times, and i

B always Wlth success, But in all of them many men
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were lost, and parficularly the officers, which, with
some raw troops, was a loss altogether irremediable.
Tn that T just spokeof made by thesecon d regiment
and Butler’s batfalion, Maj. Butler was dangerouss
Iy wounded, and every ollicer of the second regi
ment fell except three, one of which, Captain Grea-
ton, was shot through the body.

_Our artillery being now stlenced, and all the offis
cers Killed, except Gaptain Ford, who was ba dly
wounded, more than half of the army fallen, being
cut off from the road, it became necessary toattempt
tlie regaining it, and to make a. retreat if possible:
To this purpose the remains of the army was form-
od as well as circumstances ‘would ‘admit, towards
the right of the encampment; from whieh, by the
way of the second line, another charge was made
upon the enemy, as if with the design to turn theie
picht flank, but in fact to gain the road: this was
ffecteds and as soon as it was open, the militia took
along it, followed by the ;ﬁlsgopsr—f-f-MR‘jﬁi"-@’aiik with
his battalion covering the rear.

The retreat in those circumstances, was, yowmay
be sure, a precipitate one: it was in fact a flight.
The-camp and. the artillery were abandoned, but
{hat was unavoidable, for nota horse was left alive
to have drawn it off had it otherwise been practica-
ple. But the most disgraceful part of the business
is that the greatest part of the men threw away their
avms and accoutrements, even after  the pursuit
(which continued about four miles) had ceased.
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I found the road strewed with them for many
miles, but was not able to remedy it; for having
had all my horses killed, and being mounted upon
one that could not be pricked out of a walk, I could
not get forward myself, and the orders I sent for-
ward, either to halt the front, or pll'event-the men

_from parting with their arms, were unattended to.

The route continued quite to Fort Jefferson,
twenty-nine.miles, which was reached a little after
sun-setting. Tlhe action ended about half an hour
after nine o’clock. _

I have not yet heen able to“get returns of the
Lilled and wounded; but Major General Butler,
Licut. Col. Oldham, of the militia, Major Fergu-

son, Major Hart, and Major Clark, are among the
former, '

L have now, Sir, finished my melancholy tale—
a tale that will be felt, sensibly felt by every one
that kas sympathy for private distress, or for pub-
lic misfortune. T have nothing Sir, to say to the
charge of the troops but their want of discipline,
WhiGh;.;fi-"Om_tlm_ short time they had been in service,
it was impossible they should have acquired, and
which rendered it very difficult, when they were
thrown into confusion, to reduce them again to or«
der, and is one raason why the loss has fallen se
heavy upon the officers, who did every thing in
their power to effectit. Neither were my own ex-
ertions Wanting, but worn down with illness, and
snffering umder a painful disease, unahle gither te
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mount op dismount a horse without assistance, lhey.
- were not so zreat as they otherwise would,-or per-
h'tps ‘ought to have been. -

~ We were overpowered by numbers; but it isno
more than justice to observe, that though composed
of so many different species of troops, the utmost
harmony prevailed llnuugh the wholg army during
the campaigi. '

At Fort Jefferson I found the first reziment,
“which ‘hiad returned from the s sevyice they had heeu
sent upon, without either overtalung the deserters,
or raeeting the convoy of prnvlswne. Tam not
gextain, Siv, W hether I ought to consider the ab.
ééflf:é'bf {his resiment from the feld of action s
fortunate or otherwise. I ineline to think itawas
fortunate; for I very much doubt, thther, had it
heen in the action, the fortune of the day had beex
turned, and if it had not, the triumph of tlie enemy
wonld have been more complete, and the couniry
would have been destitute of means of defénce.

Takmﬂ* a view. gi the. situﬁhun*of'mw brokex
tmups at I'm‘t Jcifel Son, and that there were no puo-
visions in the fort, I called on the field officers for
their advice what would be preper further {o hé
done: and it was their unanimous opinion, that the
addition of the first regiment unbroken as it was,

did not-putthe army on so respectable a footing as
it was in the merning, because a great part of 1t ywas
sow unarmed: that it had been found unegual o
‘he enemy, and should they ‘eome on, which wes
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prohable, would be found se again; that the troops
could not be thrown inte the fort, both hecause it
was too small, and there was no provision in it.

That provisions were known to be upon the road
at the distance of one or at most two marches; that
therefore it wonld be proper to move without loss
of time to meet the provisions, when the men might
have the sooner an opportunity of some refreshments
and that a proper detachment might be sent baclc
with it, to have it safely deposited in the fort.

This advice was accepted, and the army was put
in molion again -at ten o’clock, and marched all
night, and the succeeding day met with a quantity
of flour, part of it was distributed immediately, part
taken back to supply the army on the march to
Fort Hamilton, and the remainder, about fifty horse
loads sent forward to Fort Jefferson.

I bhave said Sir, in the former part of my com-
munication, that we were overpowered by numbers;
of that however, I have no other evidence, but the
weight of the fire which was always a most deadly
one and generally delivered from the ground, few
of the enemy shewing themselves on foot, exoept
when they were charged and that 1n a few minutes
our whole camp which extended above 350 yards
in length, was entirely surrounded and aftacked on
all quarters,

“Lhe loss, Sir, the public has sustained by tile falf

- of @0 many officers, particularly General Butler,

and Major Ferguson, cannot be too muck regrefted;
ST
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but it is & circumstance that w il alleviate the mise
fortune in some measure, that all of them fell most
zallantly doiug their duty, T have the honor to be,
Biv, your most ub‘,thcnt servant.

AUTHUR ST. OLA[I{ %

Hon, uuu‘c fury of Wur,

ey $ fE—

SWlnn defeat of General St. Clair took place w 1th-
in seventy miles of Fort Jefferson. The loss on this
oceasion was about six hundred killéd‘and wounds
ed (said to be nearly equal to Braddock’s defeat)
with seyen:pieces of artillery, and all the stores.
General St. Clair had aboeut 1200 men, had reason
to expect an attack amit kept his men under arms
all night, drawn up in a square. —Tlie attack com-
menced about dawn of day, on all the lines but prin-
eipally on the rear lines, which ‘'were composed of
the militia. The Indians gave one fire and rushed
orf tomahawk in hand. "l he militia gg% way fo
the centrves ‘and before the artillery could be brought

into action; the matrossss were all lullLd and it fell
into the hands of the enemy.

It was retaken but was-useless for ‘want of men
to manage the pieces,~ "The action Was continugd
obstinately until @ o’clock, when ‘the ‘troeps -gave
way, St. Clair rallied his men, and brought them
off in tolerable order; with most of the wounded to
Hort Jefferson, 30 miles in the rear of the action,
Fhe enemy pursued-five miles,
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“The following is a copy of a return of the cfficers
Lilled and wounded in the engagement. =~

Kiruen.—1 Major-General, 1 Lieut.”Colonel; %
Majors, 11 Captains, 10 Lsuﬂumuta, 9 Euswm:
1 Surzeon.—Total 37.

Wounnen.—2 Lieut. Colonels, 4 Major; 11
Captains, 6 Lieutenants, 6 Ensigus, 1 Surgeon~—
Total 27.

Besides the above, there were abont 550 privates
killed and many more wounded, few officers of dis-
tinction escaped except General St: Clairs who hiad
many narrow . éseapes, eight halls passed through
his-elothes. = The attack was condacted with as-
tonishing intrepidity on the part of the Indians: in
a. few moments the General’s tent was surraunded:
however, he was rescued by a party of regular sol-
diers, who repelled the enemy with fixed bayonets.
"Fhere was a party of the Chickasaw nafion on

{heir way to join General $t, Clair, but did fat ar-

rive inseason. There was but one fellow only of
that nation in the action, who killed and scalped
<leven of the énemy with his own hands, and en-
gaging with the twelfth, he fell, greatly lamented
by the Americans.

Major-General Bufler was woundcd and carri-
ed to a convenientplace to have his wounds dress-
ed, but an Tndian laving discovered the placesto
“which he was conveyed, broke through the troops
who attended him, and tomahawked and scalped
¢he former before he was killed by the troops.
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Agreeable to the statement of the Indians, they
killed 650 of the American troops, and took seven.
pieces of cannon—200 oxen and a great number of
horses, but no prisoners; and that their loss was
only fifty-six warriors killed. 'They stated that
they were 4000 strong, and were commanded by
one of the Missasago Indians, who had been in the
British servee in the late war; that he planned and
comducted the attack, which was even contrary ‘to
the opinien of a m’agnnty of the chiefs—and, that af-
ter the 'Americans began their retreat, Tie told the
Xndians they had killed enough, and that it was
Proper to give over the pursuit, and return and en-
joy the booty they had taken. He was six feet in
height, about 45 years of age, of a very sour and
morose countenance, and apparently very crafty and
subtle. His dress was Indian hose and moccasons,
n blue petticoat that came half way down his thighs,
and European waistcoat and surtout; his head was
bound with an Indian cap that hung half way down
his back, and almost entirely filled Wlth ‘plain silver
Broaches to the number of more than two hundred;
he had two ear-rings to each ear; the upper part of
each was formed of three silver medals about' the
size of a dollar; the tower part was formed of guar-
ters of dollars, and fell more than 42 inches from his
ears; one from each ear over his breast; the other
over his back; he had three very large nose jewels
of silver that were curiously painted.

The party of friendly Chickasaws, who were on

AP



their way to join the American troops
Fort Jefferson two days after the bloody action,
They were commanded by Piomingo, or the Moun-
On their way they discovered that

tain Leader.

the troops had been defeated, but saw but one of
the enemy, who, mistaking Piomingo’s party for
some of his own comrades, madé up to them; he
perceived his mistake, but too late to retreat; he was

accosted by Piomin
killing white men.

scalp.

Duging St. Clair’s bloody engagement, Adjutant
Durges received two wounds, the second of .which
proved mortal: after the receiptof the first, he con-
tinued to fight with distinguished gallantry; the se-
cond unfortanately stopped his progress: faint with
the loss of blood, he fell: a woman, who attended
him and was particularly attached to him, raised
him up, and while supporting him in her arms, re-
ceived a ball in her breast, which put an immediate
end to her existence! s

BSoon afier Ensign Wilson (a much lamented
youth) fell; one of the savages attempted to take
off his scalp, which Col, Drake perceiving, he has-

Eapedition of General St. Clair.
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arrived ag

o, with rascal you have been
He endeavoured to exculpate
himself, but Piomingo ordered two of his warriors
to expand his arms, and. a thivd, an old man (for
says Piomingo, none of my young men shall dis-
grace themselves so much as fo kill a wretch like
thee} to shoot him through the heart, whichvas ac-
cordingly executed; they afterwards took off liis
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tened «to the spof, and with his sword stabbed the
miscreant through the body.

G P—

INDIANS DEFEATED,.

A few weeks after the defeat of the troops under
Gen. St. Clair, Gen. Scoft despatched from the
men under his command two spies fo reconnoitr
the enemy, wlm, when they arrived at the distanc
of a few miles from tlie fatal spot: where the blooly
action was fought, they discovered a'large party d
Indians diverting and enjoying themselves with the
,pl-un'dér they-had taken, riding the bullocks, &
and appeared te he mostly drunk; the men returned
and communicated the important infermation {
General Scott, who immediately thereupon divided
his troops into three divisions, advanced and fell
on the enemjf by surprise; the contest was shor
but victorious on the part of the Ameucan trcopa,
two hundred of the caemy were kllled on the spof,
allthie cannon'and storesin their | possession re-taken,
and the remainder of the sav age body put to flight
General Scotf losing but six men, returned to heal
quarfers in triumph, with most of the catfle, stores
&e. &e.

General Scott gave the following affecting ac-
count of-the appearance of the field on which the
bloody action hetween the American troops, under
Gen. St. Clair, and the savages, was fought.  The
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place had a very melancholy appearance—mnearly
in the space of 350 yards lay*600 skull bones—300
of which were buried by my men while on the
ground; from thence for five miles on, and from the
roads through the woods, was strewed with skele-
tong, muskels, &i. : '

e | L ——e

DEPREDATIONS OF THE INDIANS ON
THE FRONTIERS 1wy 1791, 1792 Axp 1793,

Ox the 10th December 1791, as two mien and
three hoys were fishing on Floyd’s fork of Salt Riv-
er, they were ‘suddenly attacked by a party of In-
dians, who killed the two men and made prisoners
of the boys. Soon-after they liberated one of the
lads, first presenting him with a tomalawk, which
they desired him to carry to his friends and inforn:
them what had become of his companions. =~

About the 20th, a party of Tndians attacked the
houseiof a Mr. Chenoweth, situated near the mouth
of the ‘Wabash, they killed and scal ped two. of his
children and tomahawked and scalped his wife,
whom they left for dead. Mr. Chenoweth (who had
his'arm broken by the fire of the savages) with the
remainder of the family made their cscape. A sick
daaghter who was confined. to her chamber, and

“who'dmiing the blsody affray had been forgolton by

her father, remained ignorant of the horid massa-
<re-until the ‘sucsseding day; when, 10 one of the
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family coming to her assistance, she succeeded iy
crawling down stairs, where she was inexpressibly
shiocked at the sight of a beloved pavent stretclied
upon the floor, almost lifeless, and heside when
lay the mangled bodies of her brothers. Fortu.
nately, her unhappy father returned the suceeeding
day to the Louse, and conveyed the two surviving
members of his famliy to the house of a iueml
where they finally recovered.

On_the 24k, o ‘party of Indians attacked fle
dwelling house of a Mr. Juhu Merril in Nelso
county, Kentucky. Mr. Merril. who was first a.
_]mjnl_g_:tl_ by the barking of his dog, hastencd to {l
door to discover the cause, ou opening of which, hs
received the five of the ¥ndians which broke lis
right legand arm. The Indiaus now attempted t
enter the house, but were prevcuted by the doors
hunﬂ' immedinfely closed and secured by Mrs, Mer
ril and her daughter. The Indians succeeded i
hewing away a part of the door, thmugh w hiich
passage ¢ one of them attempted fo enter, but the he.
roic mother, in the midst of her screaming children
and groaning husband, seized an axe and gave the
ruffian a fatal blow; after which she hauled hin
through the passage into the house! the others (un.
conseious of the fate of their companion) supposing
that they had now nearly succeeded in their object,
rushed forward, four of which Mys. Merril, in like
manner despatched before the others discovered
their mistake  The remaining Indians, after refir-
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mg for a few moments, returned and renewed their
ciforts to enter the house; despairing of succeeding
at the door they got on the top of the house and
attempted to descend the chimney, fo prevent whick
Mr. Merril directed his liftle son to empty upon
the fire the contents of a feather-bed, which had the
desired effect, as the smoke and heat caused thereby,
soon brought down rather unexpectedly two of the
enemy. Mr. Merril exerting eyery faculty at this
critical moment, seized a billet of wood with which
he'soon despatched the two half smothered Indi-
ans, while in the mean time his heroic wife was hu-
sily engaged in defendmg the door against the ef-
forts of the only remaining one, whom she so se-
verely wounded with an axe that he was soon glad
to refire.

A prisaner who escaped from the euemjr seon af-
ter the transaction, informed that the wounded sav-
age above mentioned was the only one that escaped
of the party, which consisted of eight—that on his
return being asked by the prisoner what news, he
answered bad news for poor Indian, me lose a son,
me lose a brother—the squaws have taken the

breech clout and fight worse than the Long Fnife.
49
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Copy of a letter from a gentleman in Mariette ie
- his friend tn Washington, dated

e Marierta, March 4, 1798,

APGUT eight weeks since, two brothers by the
name of Jounson, one 42, the other 9 years old,
were playing on the western hank of Short Ureék,
about twelve miles from W heeling, skipping stones
in the water. ~ At a distance they discovered two
men, who appeared to be settlers, being dressed
with ¢oats- and hats.. ‘These men {o amuse and
deceive the c’hiiﬁreh (as they even shewed) engaged
in the same sport, advancing’ towards the boys, till
by degrees they got so near that the children dis-
coye,wd them to be Indians; but it was then toe
late to make their escape. The Indians seized and
carried them six miles into the woods, where they
made a fire, and took up their lodging for the night;
their vifles ‘and tomahawks they rested against a
tree, and then laid down, each Indian with a boy
on his arm. 'The children as may be supposed
keptiawake—the eldest began to moye, and finding
his Indian sound asleep, by degrees dissengaged
himself, and went to the fire, which had then got
low and stirred it up; the Indian not waking, he
whispered to his brother, who likewise crept away,
and both of them, went to the fire. The oldest boy
then observed to his brother. ¢I think we can kill
these Indians; and get away from them—the young-
est agreed in the proposal of attempting it. The
oldest then took one of the rifles, and placed the
muzzle, which he rested on a small stick that he




found for the purpose, close to the head of one of

the Indians, and committing the execution of this
part of the business to his brother, ordered him to
pull the trigger at the moment he saw him strike
the other Indian with one of the tomahawks. The
eldest gave the signal! the youngest pulled h:lgger;
the rifle shot away the lower part of the Indian’s
face and left him senseless; he then told his broth-
er to lay on, for he had done for his; after which
he snatched up the gun and ran; the boy with the
tomahawk gave the stroke with the wrong end, the
Indian started on his seat—the boy found the mis-
take, aud tm:mng the tomahawk in his hand, gave
Tim another blow which brought him fo the ground;
he repeated his strokes until he had despatched
him, and then made the best of his way after his
brother. ~ When the boys had found the path
which they recollected to have travelled before, the
oldest fixed his hat on the bush, as a directory to
find the scene of action the next day. The toma-
hawked Indian yas found near the place where
the boys had left him. The other was not there;

but was tracked by his blood, and although so
weakened by his wounds, that he could not raise
his rifle to fire at his pursmers {the whites) they suf-
fered him to 'escape; but it is supposed he must
have died of his wounds. These two Indians were
sent out to reconnoitre the best place for an attack,
which was to have been made by a body of war-
riors, waiting in the neighboyhood.

Confliet with the Indiaus. {47




NARRATIVE
OF
Capt, WILLIAM HUBBELY.
| T rom ﬂ:,e H Qte-?% Review,

IN the year fl‘?’Bl whﬂe the JIndians were yet
troublesome, especially on the banks of the Ohio,
Captain William Hubbell, who had previously em-
igrated to Kentucky from the state of Verment, and
who, after having fixed his family in the neighbeur-
hood of Frankfort, then a frontier seitlement, had
been compelled to go to the eastward on business,
was a second time on his way to this country. On
one of the tributary streams of the river Monon-
gahela, he procured a flat bottomed boat, and €m-
barked in company with Mr. Daniel Light, and
Mr. William Plascut and his famﬂv, consisting of
a wife and eight children, destined for Limestones
Kentucky. On their progress down the viver Ohio,
and soon after passing Pittsburgh, they saw evident
traces of Indians along the banks, and there is ev-
ery reason o believe that a hoat which they aver:
took, and which, through carelessness, was suffer-
ed to run aground on an island, became a prey te
these merciless savages. Though Captain Hub-
bell and his party stopped some time for it in a Yow-
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Cuptain Hulbell’s Nevrative. 147

er part of the river, it did notariive, and it has nev-
er to their knowledge been heavd of since. Be-
fore they reached the mouth of the Great Kenhawa,
they had, by several successive additions, increased
their mumber to twenty, consisting qf‘-'nine'---ﬁle'n,
three ‘women, and eight children. The men, be-
sides those mentioned above, were one John Stoner,
an Irishman and a Dutehman whose names are not
recobiected; Messrs. Ray and Tucker, and a Mr.
Lilpatrick, whose two daughters also were of the
;n,fv;, Information reeeived: at Gnlhpults cm‘lﬁrm.-
et the e;.pectatmu, which - appear'mces had previ-
ously raised; of‘a serious conflict with a large body
uf?mhﬂuc- and, as Uaptain Hubbell had been reg-
lavly appointed commander of the bnat every pos-
s:rh'n, preparation was made for a formidable and
successful resistange of the anticipated attack, The
nine men were divided info three waiches for the
night, which were .11temately to continue awake
and be on the look out for two hours at a time.
Thesarms on board, which consisted principally of
old muskets much out of o;dcr were collected, load-
ed, and putin the best possible:.condition for ser-
vice. " At about sunsef on that day; the 23d of
March, 17915 6ur party overtook a fleet of six boats
descending the river in company, and intended {6
liave eontinned with them, but as their passengers
seemed 10 be more disposed to dancing than fight-
ing, and a8, seon afier dark, notwithstanding the
remonsirances of Captain Hubbel, sthey commenced
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fiddling and drinking instead of preparing thei
arms and faking the necessaty rest preparvatory to
battle, it was wisely considéred more hazardons o
be in such company than to be alone. It wasthere
fore determined to proceed rapidly forward by aid
of the ears and fo leave those thoughtless felow.
tvavellers behind. One of the boats however, be
lonwgg}u the fleet, commanded Dby a OCaptain
Gwaﬂmﬁé’e&,fdﬂptgl _-&tlgp.ﬁ‘n‘,p_{g_p]ﬂ_n and for a while
kept up with Captain Hubbell, but all its crew
length falling asleep, {hat boat also ceased to be pro.
peHed by, the oars, and Oaplain Hubbell and his
party pr_océeGCtl steadily forward clone. Early i
the night a canoe was dimly seen floating down the
river, in which wers probably Tndians reconnoiter
ing: and other. evident indications weré observel
of the nmgﬁbourhbud_ and hostile intentions of s
formidable party of savages. .
It was now agreed, that should the attack, «
was probable, be deferred till ‘morning, every mi
ould be up before ihe dawn in order to rake &

sh
and of strength;

great a show as possible of numbers
and that, wheneyer the action should take plac,
the women and children should lie down on e
cabin floor and be protected as well as they could
by the trunks and other baggage, which might be

placed avound them. Tn this perilous sitnation they
continued during the night, and the Captain, who
had not slept more than one hour since heleff Pitts:

borgh, was too deeply impressed with the imminent
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danger which surrounded them to obfain any rest

oir at that {ime.
to Just as day light began fo appear in the east,
Fo and before the men were up and at their posts a- 48y
ro. B  greeably to arrangement, a yoice at some distance o
il B below them in a plaintive tone repeatedly solicited
e them to come on shere as there were some white per- v
w. B sems who wished to obtain a passage in their hoat. o
ain This the Captain yery naturally and correctly con- i !'l
ile | cluded fo be an Indian artifice, and its only efiect 3 :
it B was to rouse the men and place every one on his
i10: guard. The vaice of entreaty was soon changed in- |
i to the Janguage of indignation and msull‘, and the + ;--k.lllf"a'.;‘
B sound of distant pa._ddles announced the approach bt 4 2
ke, of the savage foe. At length three Indian canoes .
oy were seen threugh the mist of the morning rapidly AT
] advancing. With the utmost coolness the Captain i
i, & 'and his companions prepared to receive them. The

chairs, tables, and other incumbrances were thrown '.
S into the river, in order to clear the deck for action. T
By Every man took his position, and was ordered not
3% tofire fill the savages had approached so near, that,
o I (to use the words of Uapt;uu Hubbell,) ¢the flash
a0t from the guns mwht singe their eye brows;” and
i a special caution was given, that the men should fire
uld successively, so that there might be no interval.
Ebe On the arrival of the canoes, they were found fto _
hey @8  eontain about twenty-five or thirty Indians each. e
yho §F  As soon as they had approached within the reach

of musket shot, a general fire was giveja from ong
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of them, which wounded Mr. T ucker through the
hip so severely that his leg hung only by the flesh,
‘and shet Mr. Light just helow hisribs. The three
canoes placed theniselves af the bow, stern, and oy
the right side of the boat, so that they had an o).
portunity of raking in every direction. The fire
now commenced from the boat, and had a power-
ful effect in checking the confidence and fury of the
Tndians. - The Captain, after firing his own g,
“took up that of one of the w ounded men, raised i
to his shoulder and was about to discharge it whe,
a ball came and took away the locks he coally tum.
ed round, seized-a brand of fire from” the Kkelil
svhich served for a caboose, and applying it to ih
pan, discharged the piece with effect. A veryre
alar and constant fire was now kept:up: on botk
sides.  The Captain was just in the act of raisin
his cun a fhird time, when a ball passed througl
his right arm, and for a moment disabled Thim
Scarcely had he recovered from the shoclc and re
acquired the use of his hand; which had been sud
denly driwn ap by the wunnt] ‘when e observel
the Indians in one of the canoes just.about bo
hoard the boatin its bow, where the horses-wer
placed belonging to the party. . So near had they
approached, that some of them had- actually seizel
with their hands the side of the boat, Seyerely
wounded as he was, he caught up a pair of horse-
men’s pistols and rushed forward fo repel the ai-
tempt at hoarding, ~ On his approach the Indians

b D m—d ey bl =] el |
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Capiain Hubbell's Wu} rative. 451

fell hack, and he discharged a pistel with effect al
the foremost man. After fiving the second pistol,
hie found himself witlioat arms, and was compelled
to “retreat; but stepping back upon a pile of small
wood which had been prepareéd for burning in the
kettle, the thought struck him, that it might be made
use of in repelling the foe, ‘and he eontinued for
some time to strike them with i so forcibly and ac-

tively that they were unable to enter the boat, and °

at‘length he wounded one of them so severely that
with a yell they suddenly gave way. . All the ca-
noes instantly discontinued the contestand directed
their course 10 Caplain G‘rreathouse’s boat which
was then in sight- ~HIETE o stukmu‘ contrast was
cxhiibited to the firmness and intrepidity which had
just been displayed. T¥nstead of 1351st1ng the at-
tack, the people on board of this boat retired fo
the cabin in dismay. The Indians entered it with-
ot oppesition, and rewed it to the shore, where
they instantly killed the Captain and alad of abeut
fourteen years of age. The women they placed im
the eentré of their canoes, and wmanning them with
fresh h'mds, asain pursued Captain Hubbell and
party. A melancholy alternative now presented
itself*to’ these hrave but almost desponding men,
either to' fall'a prey to the savagesthemselves, or
to" run the risk of shooting the women, who ha.tl
beenplaced in the canoes in the hope of deuvmg

protectionfrom their presence. But fself preservas
tion'is the ﬁ“.rsthw of nature,” and the Captajn ve-

2
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vy justly remarked, there would not he much huy.
manily in preserving their lives-at such a sacrifice,
anerely that they might hecome victims of Savage
cruelty at some subsequent period.
There: were now but four menleft on board of

Captain  Hubbell’s boat, capable of defending if,
and the Captain himself was seyerely. wounded in
two places. The second attack, however, was re.
sistedt with almost incredible firmness and vigour,
Whenever the Indians would rise to fire, their op.

‘ponents woulﬂ commonly ‘give them the first shi,

which in almost every instance wounld prove fatal.
Notywithstanding the disparity of numbers, and fh
e‘ihausted.cpmhtmn of. the defenders of the hoa
the Indians at length: appeared to. despair of spe

cess, and the canoes sucecessively: retired to ths
shore. Just as thelast one was departing, Captain
Hnbbe]'l called to the Indian, who was standin
in the stern, and on his turning round, dischargel
his piece at him. When the smoke, which fors
moment obstracted the vision, was dissipated, Ls
was seen lying on his back, and appeared to he se
verely, perhaps mortally, wounded.

Unfortunately the boat now drifted near to. th

shore wheve the Indians were collected, and a larg
concourse, probably between four and five hundred,
were. seen running down on the bank. Ray and
Plascat, the only men remaining unhurt, were
placed at the oars, and as the boat was not mors
that twenty yards from shore, it was deemed pra

- -
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Captain Hubbell’s Narrative. 458

dent for all to lie down in as safe a position ag pos-
sible and attempt to'push forward with the utmost
praclicable rapidity. While they continued in this
situation, nine balls were shot into one oar, and ten
into the other; without wounding tha rowers, who
were hidden from view and protected by the side
of'the hoat and the blanlkets in its stern. During
this dreadiul exposure to the fite of the savages,
which continued about twenty ninutes, Mr. Kilpat-
rick observed a particular Inlian, Whom he thought
a favourable mark for his rifle, and;"notwithstand=
ing the solemn warning of C 3-[1fﬁli!lm-HuhHG1‘1",”1‘("15& to
shoot him. Heimmediately received a ball in his
mouth, which passed out at the back part of his head,
and was almost instantaneously shot throush the
hearf. He fell among the horses that abowt the
same time were killed, and presented te his afflict-
ed daughters and fellow-travellers, who were wit-
nesses of the awful occurrence, a spectacle of horror
which we need not further attempt to describe.
“Phe boat was now providentially and suddeniy
carried out into'the middle of the stream and taken
by the current beyond the reach of the enemies’
balls. . Our little band, reduced as they were in
numbers, wounded, afflicted, and almost exhausted
by fatigue, were still unsubdued in spirit, and be-
ing assembled in all their strength, men, women
and children, with an appearance of triumph gave
three hearty cheers, calling to the Indians to come
sn again if they were fond of the sport.
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Thus ended this awful.conflict, in which out of
n;g;le men, two only escaped unhurt. Tucker and
Kilpatrick were killed on the spot, Stonér was mor-
tally wounded and died on his arrival at Limestone,
and all the rest, excepting Ray and Plascut, were
severely wounded. . The women and children
. were all uninjured, excepting a little son of My,
Plascut who aftm the battle was over came to the
take a ha.ll out of his hend Qn axammatmn 1t appear-
ed that abullet which had passed through the side
of the boat had penetrated the forehead of this little
hiero, and remained under the skin. . The. Caplain
took it out, and the youth, ebserving, ““that is wot
all,” raised his arm, and exhibited apiece of bone at
the point of his elboyr, which had been shot off and
bung only by the skin. . His mother exclaimed,
<why did you not tell me of this?” <«Because,”
he coolly replied, ¢the Captain directed us to-be si-
lent during the action, and I thought you would he
likely to male 2 noise- if Ttold you.”

The boat made the hest ofits w ay down, the xiv.
ex, and the object was to reach Limestone that night.
‘Fhe Captain’s arm had bled profusely, and he was
compelled to close the sleeve of his coat in ordevto
retain the blood and stop its.effusion. . In this situ:
ation, tormented by . excruciating pain and fain
through loss ef-blood, he was under the necessity
of sleering, the boat with his left ar m, till abgut ten
o'clock that night, when he was relisyed by M.
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of William Brooks, who resided onthe bank of the
1 viver, and who-was induced by the calls of the suf=
- fering patty to-eome out o their assistance, By his
i B aid, and that of some other persons who were in 3
e the same mauner Lrought to their relief, they were ik
en B enabled to renach Limestone about itwelve o’clock e i
I, that night. o
he & Immediately on the arrival of Mr.- Brooks, Cap- g
fo taine Elubbell, relieved from labour and responsi- e
uw L L-J . sunk under the weight of -pain and fatigue, ol
do and became for a while totally insensible. = When K
le the boat reached: Limesfone, he found himself una- g _;
in | bleto walk, and wasoblized to be carried up to the
lof favern,  Mere he had his wound dressed and con-
ak tinued -several days until he acquired sufficient
ul strength to procead homewards.
id, On the arrival of our party at Limestone, they
s fonnd a considerable force of armed men, abeut to
si- B march againstthe same Indians, from whose attacks
be they had so severely suffered. They now learned,
thatethe Bunday preceding, the same party of sav-
Ve ages had entoff a detachment of men ascending the
it P Ohio from fort Washington at the:meuth of Lick-
as g river,-and  had killed with their tomahawks, |
to witheut firing a gun, twenty one out of twenty two i
- B mien of which the detachment consisted. i
nt Crowds of peaple, as might he expecled, came 1o ik
by withess the boat which had been the scene of so
i B much hevoism and such horrid carnage, and to visit

a3

the resolute little band by whom ithad been so gals
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lantly and perseveringly defended.  On examina-
tion it was found that the sides of the boat were lit-
erally filled with bullets and with bullet holes.
There was searcely a space of two feet square in
the part above water, which had not either a ball
remaining in it or a hole threugh which a ball-had
passed. Some persons who had the curiosity to
count the number of holes in the blankets which
were hung up as earfains in the stern of the boaty
affirmed that in the space of five feet square there
were one hundred and twenty two.  ¥Hour horses
eut of five were killed, and the escape of the fifth a-
midst such a shower of ba.lls appears almost mirac-
ulous. o

The day after the arrival of Captain Hubbell
and his.companions, the five remaining boats; which
they had passed en the night preceding the battle,
veached Limestone. Those on board remarked
that during the action they distinctly saw the flash-
- es, but could not hearthereports of theguns.  The -
Tndians, it appears, had met with too formidable
resistance from a single boat {o attack a fleet, and
suffered them to pass unmolested: and sinee that
time, it is believed that ne boat hasbeen assailed by
Tndians on the Ohio. :

'Tlie force, which marched out to disperse this
formidable Body of savages, discovered several In-
dians dead on the shore near the scene of action.

‘Fhey also found the bodies of Captain Great-
house aud seyeral others, men, women and children,
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who had been on board of his boat. Most of them
appeared to have been whipped to death, as they
were found stripped, tied fo trees, and marked with
the appearance of lashes, and large rods which
seemed to have been worn with use were observed
lying near.them. 2 e

Such is the plain mintue of a transat tion, that
may serve as-a specimen of the difticulties and dan-
gers. to which, but a few years since, the inhabi-
tantssof this now flourishing and beautiful country
were constantly exposed.

-—--—oao-—-_-'

DEFEAT OF IHE JN?DL&NS BY brLNL

iz WAYNE. . _
Avucust 20th, 1794,

Gieneral Wayne 1o the Secretary of War.

“Sm—1Iiis with infinite pleasure that I announce
to you the brilliant success of the Federal army un-
der my cammand, in a general action with the comx
bined-force of the hostile Indians, and a consideras
ble number ofithe volunteers and militia of Detroif
en the 20th August, onthe banks of the Mw.mls, 1
the yicinity of the British post and garrison at the
foot of the Rapids,

The army advanced from Fort Washington on
the 45th and arrived at Roach De Bout on the 18th,
and'the 49th, we were employed in making a tem-

porary post for the reception of our steres aud bag-
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gage, and in 1'ecmmu1trunn the position of the ene.
nry who were encamped behind a thick bushy wood
and the Britishfort.

At 8 o’clock on the morning of the 20th, the ar-
my aghain advanced in columns. agreeably fothe
sf.cuuhng order of the march, thelegion on the right,
its right flank covered by the Miamis—one brigade
of motnted volunteers on the left under Brigadier
General Tovp, and the othey in therearunder Brig.
adier “Geneml BAEB.E#B; A delect l}uttlzl'lim:, of
mounted volunteers moved in fﬁeﬁﬁtﬂt the legation,
commanded by Major Price, who was direcied to
]{Lc,p sufficiently advanced, and to give timely no-
ticefor thetroops toform-in case of action, it being
yet undetermined w hether the Indians would decide
for peace or war. :

After advancing about five miles, Major Price’s
corps’ yeceived so severe a five from the encmy, who
were secreted 1w the woods and high grass; as. to
compel them to retreat. S

- The Tegion was: immediately fovied in’ phvo lines,
puncqmll‘} in a close thick wood which extended
for miles on our Yeft and for a considerable distance
infront, the ground being covered. with old Tallén
tiniber, probably oecasioned by & tornade; which
rendered it impracticable for the cayalry to act with
effect, and aforded the Snemy the most iavourable
covert for theiv'mode of Wairfat'é; the Savages weére
formed in three lines within supporting distance of
each other, and extynding for near two miles ak:
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right angles with the river. I soon discovered from
_the weight of the fire and extent of their lines, that
the enemy were in full force in front, in possession
of their fayourite ground, and endeavourin gto turn
our left flank; I therefore gave orders for the second
line to advance to support the first, and directed
Major General Scorr to gain and turn the right
flanlc of the Savages, with the whole of the mount-
ed” volunteers by a circuitons route; at the same
time I ordered the front line to advance and charge
with*teniled arms, and ronse the Indians from their
coverts at the point of the bayonet, and when up to
deliver a close and well directed five on their backs,
followed by a brisk ﬁ!i'al'ge, 80 as not to give them
time to load again, orto form their lines,

T'also ordered Capt. M. CAwereLy, who com-
manded the legionary cavalry, to turn the left flank
of the enemy next the river, which afforded 2
faverable field for that corps to actin. All those
orders were obeyed with spirit and promptitude;
but such was the impetnosity of the charge by
the first line of Iufaniry that the Indians and
Ganadhn::@iﬁa-altd volunteers were driven from
all their coverts, in'so short a time," that although
eévery possible-exertion was used by the officers of
the second line of the legi'nn and by Generals Scorr,
Woobn, and Bannee, of the mounted volunteers, to
gain their proper positions, hut part of each cpuld
geétpin season to participate m the action, the en-

ey helngidriven in the course of ‘one hont NOTE:
21 ;
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than two miles, through-the thick woods already
mentioned; by less than one hall the number.
“From every account the enemy amounted to two
"tlmusand combatants, the troops-actually envaﬂ*e{l
against -them were  short “of nine hundred. This
horde of Savages, with their allies, ‘abandened
themselves to flight, and dispersed with térror and
dismay, leaving our victorious aruy in full possess-
ion of the field of battle, which terminated" under
tht. influence of the guns of the British garrison:
“"T'he bravery and conduct of every officer belong.
ing to the army, from the Generals dnwu to the
Ensigns, merit my approbation. :
- Tsieutepant COVINGTON, upen whom' the"eom-
mand of the cavalry devolved, (Captain CameneLL
being killed) cut down two Savages with liis own
hand, and Lieutenant WeBD UllL, in turning the
enemy’s left flank. '
Fhe wounds received by Captains St.oven, Par-
or, VAN Raxsevarnr and I8AWLINS, and Lieuf,
MeKexny and SmiTh, bear, honorable testimony of
their bravcrx aml conduct; in fact every officer and
soldier who had an uppm‘tumty fo come into action
displayed that true bravery which w ill always -
sure success; and here permit me to declave that 1
have never discovered more true spirit and anxiety
for action than appeared to pervade the whole of
ihe mounted volunteers, and 1 am well persuaded,
{Lat had the enemy maintainad their favorite ground
for one half hour longer, they would have most se:
verely felt the prowess of that corps.
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But whilst T pay. this just tribute to the living, E
must not neglect the gatlant dead, among whom we
have to lament the early death of those worthy and
Brave officers, Captain OAmpBELL and Lieutenant
TowrLes, who fell in the first c"'har-ge'. i

"Phe loss of the enemy was. more than double-
that of the federal army.. The woods were strew-
ed for a considerable distance with dead bodies
of Indians and their white auxiliaries, the latter
armed with British ‘muskets and bayonets, We
Lemained three days and nights on the banks of the
Miami; in feont of the field of battle, during which
time all t_il_g;i;hquses and cornfields were consumed
and destroyed for a considerable distance above
and below the garrison, among which were the
honses, stores and property of Col. M’KEE, the
British Ludian agent and principal stimulator of the
war now existing between the United States and
the savages.

The army returned to head quatters on the 37th,
by easy marches, laying wasto the villages and corn-
fields for aboutifty miles on each side of the Mi-
ami, It is not improbable but that the enemy may
make one desperate effort against the army, as it is

said o reinforcement was hourly expected at Hort
Miami from Niagara, as well as numerous tribes of
Indians living on the margins and islands of the
lakess ‘T'his is an event rather to be wished for
than dreaded whilst the army remains in force, their
aumbers will only tend to confuse the savages;
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and the victory will be the more complete and de.
cisive, and which may eventually insure a perms.
nent and happy peace.

The following is a return of the killed and wound-
ed ‘and missing of the federal army, in the late
action, to wit:— .

KiLLED—A  Captain, 4 Licutenant, 3 Serjeants,
privates—Total 33.

-+ WounpED—4: Captains, & Lieutenants, 1 Fa.
sign, 4 Serjeants, 8 ?(J'iifti"i.ﬁfé,lg,-;__f.'?_.‘-'._Mu;sicia_ns.,; 84
privates—Total 100 b

I have the honor to be, your obedient and very

‘humble servant, . _ |
ANTHONY WAYNE,
Lo the Secretary of War. :
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A NARRATIVE:
OF:THE
MOST REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES

IN THE LIFE AND!TRAVELS OF

COL. JANES SUERH,

Buring his Captivity among the Indians from the-
year 4755 until 1759.

——

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

— e P—

CoroNer Smirn informs us in his preface, that as the Ins
dians permitted him to read and write, he kept a Journal, in
which he recorded every circumstance of Importance as it
occurred.  In doing this, he was enabled, not only to imitate
the style and manner of expression of the Indians in theig
different speeches, but.also to preserve the ideas intended to
be communicated in those speeches,
tion; he adds, 7 have used my o
ideas.

The following is an abridgement of what the N
fered and witnessed, during
the western savages,

I common conversa-
wn style, but preserved their

arrator suf-
five years imprisonment among
Qurlimits will not permit ys to give
the'reader an account of the campaigns carried en against
the Indians after his captivity, the circumstances of which
areminutely detailed in Col. Smith’s very interesting pamphy
let as published in the year 1799,
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Ix May 1755, the provice of Pennsylvaniy,
-agreed to send out three hundred mén, in order o
eut a wagon road from Fort Loudon, to join Brad-
dock’s road, near tlie Furkey Foot, or three fovks
of Yougliogeny. My brothet-in-law, William
Smith, LEsq of Conococheague, was appointed
gommissioner, to have the overdight of these road-
outters, -

Though T was at that (ime ounly eighteen ygan
of age; I had fallen no!cnth inleve wilb a young
dady, whom I apprehend was possessed "of alarge
share of both beauty and virtue; but being born he-
tween Venus and Maes, 1 concluded I must als
leave my dear fair one, and o out with this compa-
ny of road-cutlers, to see the event of this campal 0
but still expecting that some time in the course of
this summer, I should again return to the armsof
my beloved. P
“Weawent on with the road, w:thuut mtwruptmn,
until neay the Alleghany Mountaing when 1 was
sent bacl, inorder to hurry up some provision wag-
ons: that were on the way after us. = I proceeded
down the road-as far-as the crossings of Juniala,
wliere, linding the wagons were coming on as fast
mssﬂ;lc, I returned up the road again, fowards
th“ 1\“'.‘"'1]'111} Mountaiy, iveompany with oue Ar;
nold Vigoras, « Abeut four or-five miles above Bed-
ford, three Indians had made a blind of bushes,
gtuckin the ground, as though they grew nahu"ﬂh«,
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where they concealed themselyes, about fifteen
yards from the road. When we came opposifete

i, them, they fired upen us, at this short distance, and

o W killed my fellow traveller, yet their bullets did not

d- touch me; but my horse making a violent start, |

ks : threw me, and the Indians immediately ran vp, and c 8

im took me prisoner. The one that laid hold on me 15t

ed was a Canasatauga, the other twowere ])ela“'ﬁras;

a F One of them could speak English, and asked me it _
there were any more white men coming after? I ]’5

2% ; {old them not any near, that I knew of. Two of i !;f

g these Indians stood by me, whilst the other scalp- B

e B ed my comrade: they: {hen set off and ran ata G

be. 1B smart rate, tln'ouo'hf{he woods, for about fifteen Rkl 17

1so miles, and thatmight we slept on the Alleghany

- Mountain without fire.

0 The next morning they divided the Tast of their i

of provision which they had brought from Fort Bu i

sof Quesne, and gave me an equal share, which was a- 1
hout two or three oumces of mouldy biscuit—this : a|;:

) and a young Ground-Hog, about aslarge as a Rab_—— mn

yas bit, reasted, and also equally divided was ail the

ac- provision we had until we cawe to tho Loyal-Han-

%l nan, which was abeut fifty miles; aud a greal part
of the way we come through exceeding rocky Lau-

1t
a rel-thickets, without any path,  When we came to
vl the west side of Laurel-Hill, they gave the scalp

e halloo as usual, which is a long yell or halloo, for
' every scalp or prisoner they have in posseseions
the last of these scalp halloos was fellowed with

ed-
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qaick aud sudden shrill shouts of joy and triumph,
Ou. their perforniing this, we were answered by the
fiting of a number of guus on the Loyal-Hannan,
one after another, quicker than one could count, by
another party of Indians, who were ana.mped near
where Ligonier now stands.  As we advanced
near this party, they increased with repeated
shiouts of joy and trinmph; but I did not share with
them in their excessive mirth.  When we came fo
this camp, we found they had plenty of Turkeys
and other: mé:“ , there; and though I never before
aie venison without-bread or salt; yet as 1 was
hungry, it relished very well. There we lay that
night, and the next morning the whole of us march-
ed on our way for Fort Da Quesne. "The night
after, we joined another camp of Indizus, with
neatly ibe same ceremony, attended with. great
noise, and appavent joy among all, except one.
The next morning we continued ourmarch, and in
ihe aflernoon we came in full view of the dow,
swhich stoodl on the point, near where Kort Pite now
stands. - We then made a hLalt on the bank of the
Alleghany, and lepeated the scalp hallooy which
was ﬂllb\\’BlLd by the fiving of all the firelocks in
the hands of both Indians and Krench whoswere
in and about the fort, in the aforesnid mauner, and
also the' great guns which were followed by the
continuned shouts and yells of the different savage
tribes who were then collected theve.

As I was at this time unacquainted with this

LI




Colonel Smith’s Narrative. 167
yode of firing and yelling of the savages, T conclus
de that tliere were thousands of Indians there, rea-
dy to receive General Braddock; but what added
fo my surprisé, I saw nombers running fowards me,

stripped naked, excepting breech-clouts, and paint-

ed in the most hideous manne.r of various celnrs,
ﬂmuvh the principal color was vermllhon, OF &
bnght red; yet there were annexed to this, black,
brown, blue, &c. As they approached, they form-
ed themselves info two long ranks, about twe or
three rods apart. I was told by an Indian that
could speak English, that Tmusf I‘un betwmt these.
ranks, and that they would floz me nli the way, as
Iran, ;md L ran giick, it would be so much the
better, as they would quit when I got to the cnd of
the ranks. "Lhere appeared fo be a general reJmc-
ing around me, yet I could find nothmﬂ' like joy in.
my bréast; but I started to the race with all the res-
oltition and - vigor I was capable of exerting, and
found that it was as I had been tald for I was ﬂow-
ged the whole way. When I had got near the end
of the Jines, I was siruck with something that ap-
peared to me to'be a stick, or the handle of a toma.-
hawk, which caused me fo fall to the ﬂ-round On
1ecuvermb my senses, 1 endeavuured fo renew,
my race; but as I rose, some one cast sand in my
eyes, which blinded me so, that I could not. see
where to run. They continued heating me mbst
wmtolerably, unfil 1 was at length 1usenalbla' but

before T lost my senses, I rcmember wishing
2
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them to strike the fatal blow, for T thought they in-
tended killing me, but appreliended they were too
]nng about it.

The first thing I remember was my bemm in the
fort, amidst the French and Indians, and a 11 rench
doctor standing by ‘me, who had opened a vein in
my left arm: after which the interpreter asked me
how I did, I told him I felt much pain; the dector
then washed' my wounds, and the bruised places of
my. body, with Fretch brandy. As I felt faint, and
the ’brandysm&ltmeﬂ I asked for some inwardly,
but the doctor told me, by the m‘terpreter, that it
did not suit my case.

When they found 1 could speak, anumber of Tn:
dians came avound me, and examined me with
threats of cruel death, if I did not tell the truth.
The first question they asked me, was, how many
smen were in the party that were coming from
Peunnsylvania, to join Braddock? T told them the
trath, that there were three hundred. The ek
question was, were they well armed? I told them
they were all well armed;mea?mﬁ*g the'arm of flesh,
for they kad only about thirty guns among the
whole of them; . which, if the Indians had known,
they would certainly have gone and cut them all
off; therefore I could not in conscience let them
know the defenceless situation of these road cutters,
I was then sent to the hospital, and carefully attend.

ed by the doctors, and recovered quicker than
what I expected:

Loloned Smith’s N aw*atw&.
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‘Mome (ime after I was there, I was visited Ly the:
Delaware Indian already mentioned, who was at
the taking of me, and could speak some English..
Though he spoke but bad English, yet 1 found
him to be a man of considerable understanding. T

asked him if I had done any thing that had oﬂ'mde:l .

the Indians, which caused them to treat me so un-
mercifully? He said no, it was only an old custom
the Indians had, and it was like how do you do
after that he said I wonld be well used. I asked
him if I should be admitted to remain w1th the
French?  He said no—and told me that as soon as
l.mcuvel-ed-,. ¥ must not only go with the Indians,
but must be made an Indian myself.® I asked him
what news from Braddock’s army? He said the In-
dians spied themevery day, and he shewed me by
making marks on the ground with a stick, that
PBraddock’s army was advancing in very. elose or-
der, and that the Indians would surround them,
take trees, and (as he expressed it) shoot um down
all one pigeon.

Shortly after this, on the 9th day of July 4759,
in the morning, T heard a great stir in thefort. As

Tcould then walk with a staff in my hand, ¥ went

out of the door which was just by the wall of the
fort, and stood upon the wall and viewed the Indi-
ans in a huddle before the gate, where were barrels
of pewder, bullets, flints, &c. and every one taking
what suited; I saw the Indians also march off in
rank;, entive—likewise the Freneh Canadiaus, aud
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, some regulays: after viewing the Indians and French
n :dfﬂ'erent positions, T computed them to be abous
four hundred, and wondered that they attempted to
ge out against Braddock with so small a party. o I
was then'in high hopes that I would soon see them
{lying before the British treops, and that general

Braddock would take the fort and rescue me.
ot remained anxious to know the ovent of this
day; and.m the afternoon 1 again observed a great
noise and commotion in the fort, and thongh at that
time T could not uniderstand French, yet I found
that it was the voice of joy and {riumph, and feared
that they had received what I called bad news.

f had observed some of the old country soldiers
speak Dutch: as 1spoke Dufch T yent to one of
them, and asked him what was the news? he told
me tﬁ%t't"'q;z run_ner had just anived, ‘whe said that

Braddock would certainly be defeated; that the Ins
dians and French had surrounded him, and w:_ﬁré

concealed behind. (rees and in gullies, and kept

a constant fire upon the Enelish, and tht they saw
the. Euglish falling in heaps, and if they did not

take the viver which was the only gap, and make' .

t_hiajr escape, there would not he n:jc_ Iila_n left alive

hefore sun_down. Some time after this I heard o

nimber q'f_:-s__cafl_p hallees and saw a compan} of In-

dians and Frg;ﬁ;s_h coming in. T observed that they
had a great many bloody scalps, grenadiers’ caps,

B&gii_ish canteens,l bayonets, &c. with them. They

hgnqght the news thai Braddock was defeated. Afid
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ter that another company came in which appeared
to be about one hundred, and chiefly Indians, and
it seemed fo me that almost every one of this com-
pany was carrying scalps: after this came another
company with a number of wagon-horses, and also
agreat many scalps. = Those that were coming in,
and those that had arrived, kept a constant firing
of small arms, and also the great euns in the fort,
which were accompanied with the most hideons
shouts and yells from all quarters; so that it appear-
ed to me as if the infernal regions had broke looses
About sun down I beheld a 'small party coming
in_with about alfdolzen‘prisoners, stripped naked,
with their hands tied behind their backs, and their
faces, and part of their bodies blacked—these pris-.
oners they burned to death on the bank of the Aleg-
hany. River opposite to the fort. I stoud on the

fort wall until T beheld them begin to burn one of

these men, they had him tied to a stake and kept
touching him with five-brands, red hot irens, &c.
gg__dﬁ'-}iéécfe‘am-_i—,ng‘ in_a most doleful manner, the
Indians in the mean fime yelling like infernal spir.
ifs.. As this scene appeared too shocking for me to
behold, T retired to my lodging both sore and SOLTY.

When T came into my lodgings I saw Russel’s
Seven Sermons, which they had brought from the
field"of battle, which a Frenchman made a present
of to me. - From the best information I could re.
ceive there were only seven Indians and four
Freuchmen Ijlled in this batile, and five hundred

Colonel Smith’s Narrative. 174,
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British lay dead in the. field; Desides whaf were
Lilled in the riveroun their retreat. :

Plie morning after the battle I saw Braddock’s
artillery Droucht inte the fort; the same day T also
“saw several Indians/in British-officers’ dress®with
sash; halfmoon, Jaced hats, &c. whichithe Brilish
then wore. ' -

A few days after Hiis the Indians demandedime
anil T was (ﬂlhﬂet’l o go with them. I was not ye
swell able to march, butthey took me m a4 canoe, U

the Aleghany river to an Indian town that was on
£he north side of the viver, abont forty aniles above
fort Du Quesne. Here I remzined about {Tiree
weeks, and was then taken to an’ Indian town o
¢he awest hraneh of Muskingum: about twenty miles
above (he forles, which was called Tullihas, inhab-
iled by Delawares, G'mﬂ hnewagos and Mohicags.

On our voute betwixt the aforesaid towuns, theeoun:

vy was - chiefly -black: oalt and w.hlle oale Taud,
which a[}peared geuei’ﬁﬂy to be z;oml wheat land,
chiefly second and third rate, intermixed with soms
rich bottoms. _'
The day after-my arrival at the aforesaid town,
a number of Indians collected abont me, and one
of them began to pull the hair out of my head. He
thad some ashes on-a pieee of bark, in which he
frequently dipped his fingers in ovder to take the
giemer hold, and so he went on, as if he had been
plucking. a turkey, until he had all the hair clean
gut of my head, except a emall spaf about {liree 0F
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four inches sgnare on my crown: this they cut.off
with a pair of scissors, excepting three locks, which.
they drvessed up in theiv own mode. Two of these
they wrapped reund with a narrow bheaded garter
made by themselves tor that purpose, and the other
they platted at full length, and then stuck it full of
silyer brouches. After this they bored my nose and
ears, and fixed me off with ear rings and pose jews
els, then they ordered me to strip off my clothes and
putona breech clout, which I did; they then paint-
ed my head, face, and bedy in varicus colours..
They puta large beltof wampum on my neck, and
silver bands on my haads and right arm; and so an
old chief led ‘me out in the street and gave the a-
larm halleo, coo-wigh, several times repeated quicls,
and on this all that were in'the town. came running
and stood round the old chief, who held me by the
hand in the midst. AsT at that time knew nothing
of their mode of adoptien, and had seen them put o
death all they had taken, and as I never eould find
that they saved a man alive at Braddock’s defeat,
L made no doubt but they were ahout putting me to
death in some cruel manner. The old chief hold-
g me by the hand made a long speech very loud,
and when he had dene he handed me to three young
squaws, wholed me by the hand down the bank in-
te the river until the water was up to our middle.
The squaws then made signs to me to plunge my-
selffinto the wafer, hut I did not understand them;
I thought that the result of the council was that I
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should be drowned; and that these young ladies
were fo be the executioneis. 4 hey all three 1aid
ﬁﬁlent hold of me; and I for some time oppase(l
them with all my might, which occasioned loud
laughter by the multitude that were on the hanL
of the river. At length one of the squaws made
out to speak a little English (for I believe they be-
zdn to be afraid of me) and said, no hurt you; on
this I gave my self up to their ladyships, who were
as gtﬁd"as their word; forthiongh they plunged me
under water, and washed and rubbed me severely,
yet T could not say they hurt me much.

These young women then led me up to the coun-
¢il house, where some of the tribe were ready with
new clothes for me. 'Tliey gave me a new luﬂled
shirt, which I put on, also a pair of leggins done
off with ribbons and beads, likewise a pair of mock-
asons, and garters dressed with beads, porcupine
quills, and red hair—also a tinsel laced cappn
They again painted my head and face with various
colors, and tied a bunch of red fea‘thers to one of
these locks they had Teft on the crown of my head,
which stood up five or six inches. “Lhey seated
me on a bear skin, and gave me a pipe tomabank
and polecat skin pouch, which had been skumed
pocket fashion, and contained tohacco, killegenicos
or dry sumach leaves, which they mix with their to-
bacco,—also spunk, flint and steel. When L was
thus seated, the Indians camein dressed and paint-
ed in their grandést manwer. A théy came in they
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e it

a took their seats and for a considerable time there

d was a profound silence, every one was smoking;

i but not a word was spoken among them. At length

| oue of the old chiefs made a speech which was de- )
le fivered to me by an interpreter, and was as follow- it
e eth; My son, you are now flesh of our flesh, and

o ' bone of our bone. By the ceremony which was bid
w & performed this day, every drop of white blood was il
e washed outof your veins; you are taken into the Bl
W -; Catlghl’iéwago nation, and initiated into a warlike ,
& tribe; you are :ulupted into a gr'eat f&ﬁiily, and now s ok
T . received with great smmusness and solemmty in
ith the room and place of a great man; after what has
o« [§  passedthis day, you are now one of us by an old o
v . strong law and custom, My son, you bave now
v B nothmw to fear, we are now under the same obliga- e
w [ tous to love, support, and defend you, that we are
o to love and defend one mmthm, therefore you are,

i to consider yourself as one of our people.’” At

of B this time I did not believe this fine speech, espe-

i, clally that of the white blood being washed out of

ol 1 me; but since that time I haye found that there was
B much sincerity in said speech for from that day I

: [i . mever knew them to mﬂku any distinction hetweeu

i B e and themselves in any respect whatever until T

b Toft them. If they had plenty of clothing I had 2
iy o plenty, if we were scarce we all shared one fate. ki
" After this ceremony was over, I was mtrﬂduced

o to my new ‘kin, and told that L was to attend a

feast that e vemng, which I did. Amd as the ens- f” #
23 i
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tom was, they gave me also a bowl and wooden
épqun, which I carried with me to the place, where
there was a number of large brass kettles full of
boiled venison and green corn; every one advanced
with his bowl and spoon and had his share givea
bim. After (his one of the chiefs made a short
speech, and then we Legan to eat.” .
* Fhe name of one of the chiefs in this fown was
Tecanyaterighto, alias Pluggy, and the other Asal:
lecon, alias Mohawk Solomon. As Pluggy and
his party were to start the next day to war, to the
frontiers of Virginia, the nextthing to be performed
was.the war dance, and their war songs. At thei
war dance they had both vocal and instrumental
music. They had a short holloew gum close in on
end, with water in it, and parchment stretehed o-
ver the open end thereof, which they heat with one
stick, and made a sound nearly like a muffled drum;
all those who were going on this expedition collect:
ail together and formed. An old Indian then be
gan to sing, and timed the music by beating on this
drum, as the ancients formerly timed their music by
heating the tabor. On this the warriors began to
advance, or move forward in concert, like well dis-
eiplined troops weuld march’ to the fife and drum.
Each warrior had a tomahawk, spear or war-mal-
let in his hand, and they all moved regularly. to-
wards the easf, or the way they intended to go-ie
war. At length they all stretched their fomahawks
tawzads the Potomack, and giving a hideous shous
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#r yell, they wheeled quick about, and danced in
the same manner back., <The next was the war
song.  In performing this, only one sung at a time,
in a moving postnre, with a tomahawk in his hand,
while all the other warriors were: engaged in call-
ing aloud ke uh, he uk, which they censtantly re-
peated, while the war song was going on. When
the warrier that was singing had ended his song,
ke struck a war post with his tomahawk, and with
a loud voice told what warlike exploits he had
done, and what he now intended to de: which was
answered by the other warriors, with loud shonts
of applause. Some who had not before intended
to.go to war, at this time were so animated by this
performance, that they took up the tomahawk and
sung the war song, which was answered with shouts
of joy, as they were then initiated into the presen
marching company, The next morning this com-
pany all collected atone place, with their heads and
faces painted with various colors, and packs upon
their backs; they marched off all silent, except the
commander, who, in the front sung the travelling
song, which began in this mammer: %so caughtainte
heegana. Just as the pear passed the end of the
town, they began to fire in their slow manner, from
the front to the rear, whick was accompanied with
shouts and yells from all quarters.

This evening T was invited to another sort e
dance, which was a kind of promiscuons dance,
The young men stoed in one rank, and the young

[ il



178 Colonel Smith's N a-rrati-u@

women in aﬂothu, about one rod ;ll}dll lacing each
other, 'The one that raised the fune, or started the
song, held a small gourd or dry shell of a squash,

in his hand, whlch contained beads or small stones,
which ratﬂed When he began to sing, he tl,;ned
the tune with his rattle; both men | and women
danced and sung together, ady ancing towards each
other, stooping until their heads would be touching
together, and then ceased from dancing, with lond
sheuts, and retreated and formed again, and so re:
peated the same thing over “and oyer, for three or
four hours, witlout intermission. 'This exarcua
appeued to me af fivst; jrrational and insipid; but X
found that in smﬂ'mn‘ their tunes, they used ya ne
10 hoo wa ne, &e. Tlike our fa sol lu, and thougl
they have no such thing as jlll“‘hl‘i‘“ verse; yet they
can intermix senteuce% w1th their notes, and say
what 1hay pleasc to each other, and carry on the
tune in concert. I found that this was a kind of
woving or couriing dance, andas they, advant:erl
stnopm& with then .hgﬂ.ds tﬂgeiher, they ceuld say
what they p’ieascd in each others” ear, without dis-
concerting their reugh music, and the others, or
those near, not hear what they said.

Shortly after this I went ouf to hunt in company
with' Mobawlk Solomon, some of the Cauzhnewa-
£08 and a Delaware Indian that was marnel] to a
Caughnewago squay. “Tc trtu elled about sounth,
from this town, and the first mght we killed noth-
!n;._,, but we had with us green cOorn, whlch we

=
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roasted and ate that night. The next day we en-
camped about 12 o’clock, and the hunters turned
out to hunt, and I went down the run that we en-
camped on, in company with some squaws and
boys, to hunt plumbs, which we found in great plen-
ty. On my return to camp I observed a large
piece of fat meat: the Delaware Indian that could
talk some J*.,lwhsh, observed me looking earnestly
at this meat, ‘and asked me what meat you think
that vs? X said I suppose it was bear meat; he laugh-
ed and said, Lo, all one fool you, beal now elly pool,
and pointing to the other side of the camp, he said
look: at that skin, you think that beal skin? T went
and lifted the skin, which appeared like an ox hide,
he then said, what skin 1 you think thet? I replied
that 1 thought it was a buffaloe hide; he lal.ghed
and said, yow fool again, you kenow not?zmg, Yo
thinke buffaloe that colo? T acknowledged I did not
know much about these things, and told him I ney-
er saw a buffaloe, and that I had not heard what
golor they were. He replyed by and by you shall
see gleat many buffaloe: He now go to gleot lick.
That skin no buffaloe skiny that skin buck-elk skin.
They went out with horses, and breught in the re-
mainder of this buck-elk, which was the fattest
creature I ever saw of the tallow kind.

We remained at this camp about eight or ten
days, and killed a number of deer. Though we
had neither bread or. salt at this time, yet we had
both roast and boiled meat in great plenty, and
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they were frequenily inviling me to eat, when T had
no appelite.
““We then moved to the buffaloe licls where we
killed several buffaloes;, and in their small brass
Kettles they made about half a bushel of salt. ™1
suppose this lick was about thirty ov forly wmiles
from the aforesaid town, and somewhere between
the I\‘Iusk:mgum, Ohio, and Scioto. About the lick
was,_ clear, open woods, and thin white-oak ]an'd,
and at that time there were large roads-leading to
the lick, like u-‘ngmi roads. We '-mbv;ed _'fr_or'n':'this
lick abeut six or sevén miles, and micampeﬁ on 3
ereel. - '
Though the Indians higd given me a gun, I had
yiot heen admilted to-@o out from the camp o hunt.
Atithis place Mohawk Solomon asked me o go out
grom the eamp fo hunt, which 1 readily agreed to.
Aftor somo time we came upon some fresh buffalog
ipacks. 1 had ebserved ‘before this that the dndi-
ans were upon their guard, andafraid of an cnemys
for, until now they and the southern nations had
beon at war. As we were following the buffalo
fracks, Solomon secmed to be npon his guard, went
very slow, and would frequently stand and listen,
and appeared to De in suspense. = 'We came to
shere the fracks were yery plain in the sand, and
T said it is suvely buffaloe tracks; he said fiush, you
emow nothing, may be bigﬂ’alae traclks, may be Ca-
tawba. Me wenb very cautious until we found
gome fresh buifaloe dung: he then smiled and said
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Catawba cannot make so, He then stopped and

told me an odd story about the Catawbas. He
said that formerly the Catawbas came near one of
their hunting camps, and at same distance ftom the
camp lay in ambush, and in order to decoy them

out, sent two or three Catawbas in the night past

#heir camp, with buffaloe hoofs fixed on their feet,
80 as fo make axtificial tracks. In the morning
those in the camp followed after these t#icks, think-
mg ey were buffaloe, until they were fired on by
the Catawbas, and several of them killed; the oth-

ers fled, collected a party and pursued the Cataw-

bas; but they, in their subtility brought with them
raftle-snake poison, which they had cellected from
the bladder that lieth at the root of the snakes® testh E;
this they had corked up in a shovt piece of a cane-
stalk; they had also brought with them small cane
ar reed, about the size of a rye-straw, which they

made sharp at the end like a pen, and dipped them-

in this poison, and stuck them in the ground among
the grass, along their own tracks, in such a position
that they might stick info the legs of the pursuers,
which answered the design, and as the Catawhas
had runners behind to wateh the motion of the pur-
suers, when they found that a number of them were
jame, being artificially snake bit, and that they

weee all turning back, the Catawbas turned upon

the pursuers, and defeated them, killed :1u_tl__s;:‘ﬂiijetl
all those that were lame. When Solomon had fin-
ished tllifs_‘story, and feund that I wnderstood hine,
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he coteluded by saying, you dow’t know, Catawby
nelly bad Indian, Catewlha all one Devil Catawbha.
‘Sonie time after this, I was told to take the dogs
with me and go down the creek, perhaps I might
kill 4 turkey; it Deing in the afternoon. T was al-
so told uot to go far from the creek, and to come up
the ereels again to the camp, and to take care not to
get lost. W'lien T'had gone some distance down the:
cneek, I came-apon fresh buflaloe tracks, and as 1
had a number of dogs with me to stop the bu{faloﬁ,
1 concluded I would follow after and kill one; and
as the grass and weeds were rank, I conld readily
" follow the track. A little before sundown, I des.
paired of coming up with them: L was thinking how
I might get to camp before night: I concluded as
the buffaloe had taken several furns, if T took the
track back o the creek it would be dark. before I
could get to camp; therefore I thought I would take
a near way through the hills and strike the creek a
little below the camp; but as it was q-_],gu—t]j wéafher,
and‘I'a very young woodsman, I could find neither
creek nor camp. When night came on 1 fired my
gun several times, and halloeed but could have no
answer. 'The next morning early, the Indians
were eutafter me, and as I had with me ten or a do-
zen dogs, and the grass and weeds rank, they
conld readily follow my-frack. When they camé
up with me, they appeared in a very good humor:
I asked Solomon if he thoughtI was ranning away;
he said 7o no, youw go too much clooked. On my
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return to_camp they toek my gun from me, and fur
this rash step I was reduced to a bow and arrows,
for near two years. We were out on this tour a-
bout six weeks. :

This country is generally hilly, though infermix-
ed with considerable quantities of rmh upland aud
some good bottoms.

W hen we returned to the town, Pluggy and hig
party had. arrived, and brought with them a_ con-
siderable number of scalps and prisoners from the
South Branch of Potomack: they also brought with
them an KEnglish Btble, whlch they gavg fo a Dutch
woman who was'a prlsnner, “bat as she could not
read En glish, she made a present of it to me, which
Was very acceptable.

I remained in this town until some tlme in Octo-
ber, when my adopted brother, called Tontileauge,
who had married a W yandot squaw, took me with

“him to Lake ‘Erie. We proceeded up. the west -

branch of Muskingum, and for some distance up
the river the land was hilly but intermixed with
largebodies of tolerable rich upland, and excellent

Dottoms.  We proceeded on, to the head waters of

the west branch of Muskingum. On the head wa-
ters of this branch, and from thence to the waters
of Canesadooharie, there is a large body of rich,
well lying land—the timber is ash, walnut, sugars
iree, buckeye, honey locust and cherry,: mterml}c
ed with some oak, hickory, &c. ThIS four was
at the fime. that the black-haws were mpc, and weo
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were seldom out of sight of them: they were coms
mon here both in the bottoms and upland. ' '

On this route we had no horse with us, and whez
e started from the town, all the pack I carried
was 2 pouch, containing my books, a little dried
yenison, and my blanket. I had then no gun, bat
Tontileaugo who was a first vafe hunter, carried a
vifle gun, and every day killed deer, raccoons, or
bears. - We left the meat excepting a little for pre-
sent usa, and carried the skins with us until we en-
camped, and then stretched them with elm bark, in

a frame made with poles stuck in the gmund and -
edtogether with lynn or elm bark; and when the
skins were dried by the fire, we packed them up,
and carried  them with us the next day.

As Tontileaugo- could not speak Euglish, I had
to make use of ail the Caughnewaga I had learned
even to talk very imperfectly with him: but I found
1 learned fo talk Indian faster this way, thanavhes
I had those with me who could s.pa&lihi_E,ﬁlg_lish.

As we proceéded down the Canesadooharie wa-
ters, our packs encreased Uy the skins that were
daily killed, and became so very heavy that we
could not march more than eight or ten miles per
day.« We came to Lake Erie about six miles west
of the mouth of Uanesadcoharie. Asthe wind was
very high the evening we came to the Lake, T wae
surprised to hear the roaring of the water, and see

the high waves that dashed against the shore, hke
the oeean. - We encamped on a run near the lake;
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and as the wind fell that night, the next morning
the lake was only in a mndemte motion, and we
marched on the sand along the side of the waler,
frequently resting ourselves, as we were heavy la-
den. 1 saw on the strand, a number of large fishy
that had been left in flat or hollow places; as the
wind fell and the waves abafed, they were left
without water, or only a small quantity; and nume
bers of bald and grey eagles, &c. were along the
shore devouring them.

Some time in the afternoon we came to a large
camp of W yandotsat the mouth of Canesadouhau&,

“where Tontileaugo’s wzﬁ: was. Here we were
kindly received: they gave us a kind of rough,
“brown potatoes, which grew spontancously and is
called by {he Canghnewagas ohnenata. These po-
tatoes peeled and dipped in raccoons’ fat, taste near-
Iy like our sweet potatoes, They also gave us
what they eall caneheanta, which is a kind of hom
ony, made of green corn, dried, and beans mixed
together.

From the head waters of Canesadooharie to this
place, theland is generally good; chiefly first or
second Tate; and, comparatively, little or no third

“rate. The only refuse is some swamps, that ap-
pear to be too wet for use, yet I apprehend that &
number of them, if drained, would make excellent
meadows. 'Thetimber is black-oak, waln,ui_t,"‘hick-
ory, cherry, black-ash, white-ash, water-ash, buck-
eye, black-Jocust, honey-loeust, sugar-tree and elms

. i 5 S LN G0 A R S,
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‘there is also some land, though, comparatively, buk
small,where the timberis chieliy white oak or beech,
which may be called third rate. In the bottoms,
and also mauy places in the upland, thereis a large
guantity of wild apple, plumb, and red and black-
haw trees. It appeared to be well watered, and a
plenty of meadow ground, intermixed with upland,
but no large prairies or glades, that I saw, or heard
of:w In:this routes deer, bear, turkeys and raccoons,
appeared plenty, but no buﬁ'a.im,, and. very little
sign of elk, ol
We continued our camp at the mouth of €anc-
_sadooharie for some time, W here we- killed some
‘deer, and a great manylacmons* the raccoons here
were remarkably large and fat. At length we all
embarked in a large birch hark eanoe. ‘T'his ves-
sel was abuutfour feet wide, and three feet deep,
~and abouf five and thlrt) feet long: and though it
counld carry a heavy burden, it was so dltiully and
curiously constructed that four men eould carry it
several-miles, or from one km(lmg pla.ce to another,
or from the waters of the Lake to the waters of .the
Ohio.  We proceeded up Canesadooharie a fow
mlles and went on shore to hunt; but to my great
surprise they carried the vessel that we all came in
up the Dbank, and inverted:it- or turned the bottom
up, and converted 1& to-a dwelling house, and kin-
~dled afire hefore us to warm ourselves by and cook.
With our bagzage and ourselves in this house we
were very much crowded, yet our little house turn-
ed off the rain very well.
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'We kept moving and hunting up this river until’

we came to thefalls; here we remained some weeks,

and killed a number of deer, several bears, and a -

great many raccoons.  From the mouth of this riv-
er to the falls is about five and twenfy miles, On
gur passage up I was not much out from the river,
but what T saw was good lan1, and not hilly.

About the falls is thin chesnut land, which is al-

most the only chesnub timber I ever saw in this
country.

While we remained here, I left my pouch with
my books in camp, wrapt up in my blanket, and
went out to hunt chesnuts. -~ On my return to camp
my books were missing. 1 enquired after them,
and asked the Indians if they knew where they
were, they told me that they suppesed the pup-
pies had carried them off. I did not believe them;
but thought they were displeased at my poring over
my books. and concluded that they had  destroyed
them, or put them out of my way.

After this I was again out after nuts, and on my
retorn beheld a new erection, which were two white
oak saplings, that were forked about iwelve feet
high, and stood abont fifteen feet apart. "They had
cut these saplings at the forks and laid & strong
pole across which appeared in the form of a gal-
lows, and the posts they had skaved very smooth
and” painted in places in vermillion. 1 could” not
conceive the use of this piece of work, and at lensgth
coneluded it was a gallows. Tthought that I had
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displeased them by reading my-books, and that they

_svere about pulling me {0 death.  The next morn.

ing I ohserved them bringing their skins all to this
place and ‘hanging them over this pol('.,' S0 a8 fo
preserve them from being injured by the weather,
shis removed my fears, They also buried their
jarge . canoe in the ground, which is the-way they
took to preserve this sort of a canoe in the winte

As we had at this time 0o horses, every one i
a pack on his bhack, and we steered an east cours
ahout twelye miles, #nd encamped.  "The no
!;.1193314'111.‘5 We ln-t_)(:t-v.dcd on the same course qhuui
sen miles to a large creels that empties inte Lalo
Frie betwixt Canesadocharie, ~and Cayabag,
Here they made their winter cabin,in the foilowing
They out logs abont fifteen feet long, and
1aid these logs upon each other, and drove posisi
the groundl at each end to keep them tozetherss e
posts. ihey. tied together at thetop, with bark, ail
by this means raised a wall ‘ﬁ"fte.éhli"_'fﬁé'thlmig. and a-
bout four  feet high; and in the same manner they
vaised another wall opposite to this, at about twelyt
foot distance; then they drove forks in the gromd
sa the centre of each end, and laid a strong pole
from end to.end on these forks; and from these walls
{o the pole, they set up poles instead of rafters, and
on these they tied small polesin place of 1aths; anl
a cover was made of lynn bark which will run eves

“in the winter seasoin
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As every tree will not run, they examine the tree

first, by trying it near the ground, and when they
find it will do, they fall the tree and raise the barle
with the tomahawk, neayr the top of the tree about
five or six inches broad, ‘then” put the tomahawk
handle underthis bark, and pull it along down to
the but of the tree; so that sometimes one piece of
bark will be thircty feet long; this bark they cuta$
suitable lengths in ordeérto cover the hat.

At'theend of these walls they set up split timber,
so that they had timber all round, exceptmﬂ' a door
at each end. At thetop, in place of'a chlmney,
they left an open placc, and for bedding they laid
down the aforesaid kind of bark, on which they
spread bear skins. - From end to ¢nd of this hut a-
long the middle there were fires, which the squaws
made of dry split wood, and the lroles or open pla-
ces that appeared, the squaws stopped with moss,
which they collected" from ‘old logs; and at the door
they hung a bear skin; and notwithstanding the
winfers are liard Lere, our lodging was much bet-
ter than what T expected. |

1t was some time in December when we finished
this winter cabin; bat when we had got into this
comparatively fine lodging, another difficulty arose,
we had nothing to eat.” While I was travelling
with Tontileaugo, as was before mentioned, and had
plenty of fat venison, bears® meat and raccoons, I
then thought it was hard living without bread or
alt; but now 1 began to couchulu, th'“tt if1 had any
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thing that would banish pinching hunger, andkeep
oul and body together, 1 would be content.

W hile the hunters were all out, exerting them-
selves to the utmost of theirability, the squaws and
boys (in which class T was) were scattered out-in
the bottoms, hunting red: haws, black haws -and
ickory nuts,  Asit was too late in the 3e.a.i', we
Jdid Hot succeed in gathering haws, but we had tel-
uts from
ander a light snow, which we: earried with us Jei
the hunters should not succeeds  Afber our retun
the hunterscame in, who had killed ﬁnly-'twu small
-tﬁrke’js;',-éWh-i{;h were hut little among eight hunters,
and thirteen squaws, boys and children; but they
were divided with'the greatest equity and justice—
every one got their equal share. X :

The next day the hunfers turned out againy au
killed one deer and three hears.

One of the bears was very large and remakdbly
fat. - The hunters carried in-meat sufficient to giv
44 all'n hearty supperand breakfast. -

The squaws and all that could carry turned out
to bring in meat: every one had their share assigned
them, and my load was among the leasty -yet', not be:
ing acoustomed to carrying in this way, 1 got exceed:
ing wearys arid told them my load was too heavy,
I must leave part of it-and come for it again. They
made halt and only laaghed at me, and took part

of my load and added it to a young squaw’s, who
had asmuch before as I carried. |
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This kind of reproof had a sreater tendency 1o
gxcite me to exert myself in carrying without com-
plaining, than if they had whipped me for Inziness.
After this the hunters held a council, and conclu:
ded that they must have horses to carry their loads;
and that they would go to war even in this inclem-
ent season, in order to bring in horses,

Tontileaugo wished to be one of those who
should go t6' war: but the votes went against him,
as" hie was one of our best Lunters; it was thought
necessary to leave him at this swinter: camp (o pro-
vide for the squaws and chitdren; it wis agreed
upon that Tontileﬁﬁgo and three others should stay,
and hunt, and the other four &0 to war, |
“They then began to go through their common
ceremony. They sung their war songs, danced

their war dances, &c.  And when they were equip-
ped they went off singing their marching song,
and firing their guns, * Our camp - appeared to he
rejoicing; but ¥ was grieved to thiok that some in-
Hocert persons would be murdered nof thinking of
daniger.” S0 _ .

Alter the deparfure of these warriors we had
hard tinies; and thowgh we were mof altogether out
of provisions, we were brought to short allowance.
At length Tontileango had considerable success;
and we had meat hrought into camp sufficient to last
ten days. Tontileaugo then took me with Bim in
order to eticamp somc distance from this winter cab-
lu, to try his luck there, Wa carried 1o provigien
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with us, he said we would leave what was there
for the squaws and children, and that we could
shift for ourselves. . We steered about a south
ceurse ap fhe waters of this creek, and encamped a-
bout ten or twelve miles from the winter cabin. “As
it was still cold weather and 2 crust upon the snpw,
which made a noise as We walked and alarmed the
deer, we could kdl nothing, and conseq.liently went
tosleep without suppet. The only chance we had
teder these circumstances, was to huunt hear holes;
as the bears abent Christmas search out a winter
lodging place, where they lic about three or four
months without eating or drinking. 1 his may ap-
pear to some incredible; but it is now well known
ta be the case, by those who live in the remote: Wes
tern parts of North America. =
The next morning early we. proceeded on, and
when we found a tree scratched by thy bears’ climbe
ing up, and the hole in the trec sufficiently lagst
for/the reception &f the bear, w_g;f._t.l_@l_;,_{ql_l_;ai sapling
or a small tree, againstor neﬁ_r'thé-_hoie; and it was
my business to climb up and drive out the bea
while Tontileaugo stood ready with his gun and
how. We went on in this manner until evening,
without success; at length we found a large elm
scratched, and a hole in it about forty feet up; but
no tree nigh suitable tolodge against the hole. Ton-
(ileaugo got a long pole and some dry rotien wood
which he tied in bunches, with bark, and as there
was a tree that grew near the elm, and extended U
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near the hole; but Jeaned the wrong way; so that
swve could not lodge it to advantage; but to remedy
this inconyenience, he climbed up this tree and car-
ried with him his rotten wood, fire and pole. The
rotten wood he tied to hisbelt, and to the end of the
pole he tied a hook, and a piece of rotten “wood
which he set fire to, as it would retain fire almost

B Jike spunks and reached this hook from limb fo IR
0 limb as he went up; when he got up, with this pole ¢ s
L he put dry wood on fire into the hole, after he put fl
B in the fire he heard the bear snuff and he came speed- % !
;.- ily down, took his gun in his hand and waited un- I g
a0 til the bear would come ont; but it was some time

before it appeared, and when it did appear, he at-
tempted taking sight with “his rifle; but it being

d then too dark to see the sights, he set it down by a
g tree, and instantly bent his bow, took hold of an itk 8
B arrow, and shot the bear a little behind the shoul- .;'

der; [ was preparing also to shoot an arrow, but he

e
E: called to me to stop, there was no occasion; and

L Wit,h;.tha_t_ the bear fell to the ground.

i Being very hungry we kindled a fire, opened the

. bear, took out the liver, and wrapped some of the

n caul fat round aud put it on a wooden spit which T
ut we stuck in the ground by the fire to roast, we then

skinned the bear, got on our kettle, and had both
o B roast and boiled, and also sauce to our meat, which
' appeared to me to be delicate fave. A.fter I was
fully satisfied 1 went to sleep, Tontileaugo awoke
me, saying, come eat hearty, we have ot meat plan-
ty now. : '

e



19% @ilonei Smith’s Narrative. -

. The next morning we cut- down a lynn tree, peel-.

-ed bark ard made a snug little shelter, facing the

south east with a large log betwixt us and the north
west; we made a good fire before us; and seaffold-
ed up our meat at one side. 'When he had finished
our camp we went ont to hunt, searched two trees
for bears; but to no purpose. As the snow thawed
a little in the afternoon Tontileaugo killed a deer,
which we carried with us to camp.

The next day we turned out to hunt, and near
the camp we found a tree well scratehed; but the
hole wasahove forty feet high, and no tree that we
could lodge agdinst the hole; but finding that it was
very hollow, we concluded that we would cut down
the tree with our tomahawks, which kept us work-
ing a considerable pavt of the day. When the tree
fell we ran up, Tontileaugo with his gun and bow,
and T with my bow ready bent. Tontileango shot
the bear thromgh with his rifle, a little habin,d-__j_shﬁ'
shoulders, Lalso shot, but too farback; and not be-
ing then much accustomed to the business, my ar.
row penetrated only a few inches through the skin,
Having Killed an old she bear and three cubs, we
hanled her on the snow to the camp, and only had
time afterwards; to get yood, make a fire, cook,
&c. before dark. ' |

Farly the next morning we went to busidess,
searched several trees, but found no. bears. On
our way home sve took three racceons out.of a hel-
kow edm, not far from the ground

o ek e M ke e
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‘We remained here about two weeks, and in this
time killed four bears, three deer, several turke S,
and a' number of raccoons. We packed as much
meat as we could carty, and returned to our winter

cabin: ‘On our arrival, there was grcat ']6?‘, as.

they were all ina starving condition—the three hun-
ters-that we had left having killed but very little,
All that could carry a pack repaired to our camp (o
bring in meat.

Some time in February the four warriors return-
ed, who had taken two scalps, and six horses from.

the frontiers of Pennsylvania. The hunterscould
then scatter out'a considerable distance from the
winter eabin, and encamp, kill meat and pack it in
upon horses; so that we commenly after this had
plenty of provision, ' ;
In_this month we began to make sugar. As
some of the elm ‘bark will strip at this season, the
squaws after finding a tree that would do, cut it
down, aud with a crooked stick broad and sharp
at the end, took the bark off the tree, and of this
bark, made vesselsin a curious manner, that would
hold about two gallons each: they made above one
hundred of these kind of vessels. In the sugar-
tree they:cut a notch, stuck in g tomahawk; in the
place where they stuck the tomahawk,
a long chip, in order to carry the water out from
the tree, and under this they set their vessel, to re-
ceive it. As sugar trees were plenty and large’
here, they seldom or never nofched a ree that was

they drove
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not two or three feet over. T hey also niade Dark
“yessels for carrying the wafer, that would hold a
bout fonr gallons each. . They had two brass ket
tles, that lw]d about fifteen gallons each, and other

smaller Lettles in- which they boiled ‘the water,
But asthey could not at all times boil away the wa-
tor as fastas it was collected, they made vessels of
harl, .that would hold about one hundred gallons
‘each, for retaining the water; and though the &b
cav-trees did not run every day, they had-always
a sufficient quantity of water to keep them hoil
g, during the w hole sugar season,

~ Tlie way that we cammunl y used our sugar while
cucamped, was by putting it in bear’s fat vatil the
fuf was almost as sweet as the sugar itself, and in
ihis we dipped our roasted venisen. About this
{ime some of the Indian lads and myself, were em:
plm ed in umluuﬂ' antl attending fmln for L'ttchm"

i
ol

.....

quents thc runs, ot smzﬂl watu' courses, almnst thi
whole night, we made our fraps on the runs, by lay-
ing one swall sapling on another, and driving i
posts Lo keep them from rolling. The upper sap-
ling“we. raised aboul eighteen inches, and set s,
{2t on the racceons touching a string, or a small
picce of bark; the saphnﬂ' wnuhl fall and kill i
‘tud lest the raccoon should pass by, we laid brush
on hoth sides of the run, -only leaving the ehanndl

gpen.
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“Fhe fox traps we made nearly in the same mans

ner, at the end of a hollow log, or oppostte to a hole

at the root of a hollow free, and put venison on 3
stick-for bait: we had it so set that when the fox
took hold of the meat, the. trap fell. While the
squaws were employed. in making sugar, the boy:
and men were engaged in hunting and trap
About the latter end of March we began to pre-
pare for moying. into town, in order to plant corns
the squaws were then frying the last of their bear’s
fat, and making vessels to hold it: the vessels were
made of deer skins,. which were skinned by pulls:
ing the skin oj_'_....tlm-;neck,iiit'hbuf '.1-‘i-p:f)'iz’ii"§f‘: “After
they had taken offt {he bair, they gathered it in
small plaits round the neek and with a string drew
it together like a purse: in the centre a pin was put;
below which they tied a string, and ‘while it was
wet (hey blew it up like a bladder, and let it ve-

main in this manner, until it was dry, when it ap--

peared nearly in the 's_lmp‘e' of a sugar loaf, but more
rounding - at the lower end. One of these vessels
wouldshald about four or five gallons; in these ves-
sels it was they carvied their bear’s oil.

- When all things were ready, we moved back to
the falls of Canesadooharie. In this route the land
18 chiefly fivst and second rate, but too much mead-
ow ground, in proportion fo the up land. The
timber is white ash, elm, black-oak, cherrys buck-
eye, sugar-tree, lynu, mulberry, beceh, white-onk,
hickory, wild apple-tree, red-haw, blaglk-haw, and
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splcewoml h&qhes Thew are in some places, spots
of beech timber, which spots may be called third
sate Tand.  Buck-eye, sugar free and spiceweood,
ave common in the woods hers. There are in some
placss, large swamps too wet for any use. ;
On our arrival at the falls, (as we had brough;
with us on horse back, about two hundred weight
of sngar, a large quantity of bear’s oil, skins, &c.)
the canoe we had buried was not sufficient to carry
ally thereforﬂ we were obliged fo make another one
of ¢lm bark.,  While we la.yr here a young Wyan.
dot found my books: on this they collected: togeth-
ar; I was a little way from the camp, and saw the
collection, but'did not know what it meant.  Ihey
called ‘me by my Indian name, which was Scooun.
wa, repeatedly. Tran tesee what was the matfer,
they shewed me my books, and said they were glad
they had been found, for they knew 1 was grieved
at the loss of them, and that they now rejoiced with
me because they were found. As ﬁaal‘if"'t‘ﬁen
speak some Indian especially Gaugnewaga (for both
that and the Wyandot tonzue were spoken in this
camp) I told them that I timnke(l them for the kind-
ness they had always shewn to e, and alse for
finding my books, = They asked if the hooks were
demaged? I told them not much. "TFhey then
shewed how they lay, which was in the best man-
ner to turn off the water. Tn a deer skin pouch
they lay all winter. T'he print was not much inju-
ped, though the binding was. This was the firg
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fime I felt my heart warm toward the Indians.
Though they had been exceeding kind to me, I still
before detested them, on account of the barbarity I
beheld after Braddock’s defeat. Neither had 1eg-
et before pretended kinduess, or expressed myselfin
& friendly manaer; but [ begau now to excuse the
ludians on account of their want of information.
When we were ready to embark, Tontileaugo
would not ge o town, but go up the river and take
a'hunt:" e asked me if L chose to go with bim?

I told himt T did, We then got some-sugar, bears -

oil Lottled up in bear’s gut; and some dry venisen,
which we packed up, and went up Canesadoohar-
1¢, about thivty miles, and encamped. At this time
T'did not know either the day of the week, or the
month; but T supposed it to be ahout the first of A-
pril. 'We had considerable snccess in our business.
We alsofound some stray harses, ora horse, mare;
and a young colt; and though tthey had run in the
woods all winter, they were in exm:edmg good . or-
der.  There is plenty of grass here all winter, un-
derithe enow, and hovses accustomed to the woods
can work it out. ‘These harses had run in the
woods until they were very wild.

Tontileango one night concluded that we mﬂsi:
nin them dowmn. 1 told bim I thought we could
ol accomplish it.  He said he had ran down hﬁm
buffaloes and elks: and in the great plaing, with
only & small snow on the ground, he had nandown
a deer; and he :thought‘;&?hat in eue whele day, b
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couldifire, or run down any four footed animalexs
gept & wolf. 1 told him that though a deer was
ihe  swiftest animal torun a short distance, yet it
would tire sooner than a horse. He said he would
at all events try the experiment. He had heard the
Wyandots say, that i could ran well, and pow he
would see whether: 1 could ornot. L told b that
1 never had run afl day, and of course was not ac-
customed to that way of running. | never hadrun
with the W‘Yaﬁ'ﬂdts%monﬁthm-,s:e\'gn or eight miles
at one time. He said that was nothing, we musl
sither catch these horses, or rufl all day.
¥ the morning early we left camp, anrd about
sunrise we started after them stripped naked excepb
ing breech clouts and mockasons. - About ten, "
elock 1 lost sight of both ‘Tontileaugo and the hor
ses, and did not see them again until about t'ree
oclock in the afternoon.  As the horses run all day,
s about three or four miles square, at length they
passed where 1 was, and | fell in: elose after them,

~ As'I then ‘had a long rest. 1 endeavored to keep o

head of Tontileaugo, and after some time I counld
hear him after me calling chalols, chakoanangh,
which signifies, putl-away: or do your best. We
pursued on, and after some time ‘Tontileaugo pass-
¢d me, and about halfan hour before sundown, we
despaired of catching these horses and returned to
camp where we had left our clothes.

I reminded Tontileaugo of what T had told hims
he replied he did not know what horses cauld do:
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“Phey ave wonderful strong to runs but withal we
made them very tived. Tontileango then concluded,
he would do as the Indians did with wild horses,
when out at war: that is, to shoot them through the
neck under'the mane, and above the bone, which
will canse them to fall and lie antil they can: halter
them, and then they recover again. This he at-
tempted to do; “but as the mare was very wild, he
gould not get sufficiently nigh to shoeot her in the
ﬁrnp‘er place; however he shot, the ball passed too
low. and killed her. As the horse and coltstayed
at this place we caught-tlte-'-horse,'-a.-ml'tﬁﬁk.h_in;--a,nd
the colt with'us to camp. '

Wee stayed at ‘this camp about two weeks, and
killed a number of bears. raccoons. and some bea-
vers. We made a canee of elm bark, and Tentileau-
go embarked in it He arrived at the falls that
might: ‘whilst I, mounted on horse back, with a hear
skin saddle, and bark stirraps, proceeded by land
fo the falls: T came there the next morning, and.we
earried aur canoe and loading past the falls,

“he river is very rapid for some distance above
the falls, which are about twelve or fifteen feet near-
1y perpendicular. - This river, called Canesadoo-
harie, interlocks with the West branch of Musk-
ingum, vuns nearly a north course, and empties in-
to the south side of Lake Erie, about e.ightx_qlﬂes
east from Sandusky, or betwixt Sanduskyand Cay-
ghaga. = _ | .

“On this last route the land is neaply the same, as

"j.i e CI"‘.{-?-; N i -l_

el R

o~

T T 1T




that last describedy only there is hot so much swaik.
py.ot wet ground, - :
We sguin proceeded towards the lakey I an'horse:
back, and Tontileaugo by watér,  Here the land
is. generally good; but 1 found some difficully in
getting round swamps and ponds.. Wlen wecdme
to the lake I proceeded along the strand, and Ton:
iileaugo- near the shore, sometimes paddling and
ﬂomeumes pullmﬂ* his canoe along.
fier some time the wind avese; and he went in-
to the mouth of a small creek and encamped. Here
we staid several days on aceount:of high wind,
which raised the lake in great billows. W hile we
were here Tontileaugo went ont te hunt, and wher
he was gone o Wyandot came to.our camp; 1 gave
him a shoulder of venison which 1 had by the five
well roasted, and he veceived it gladly, told me he
was hongry, and thanked me for my kindness,

When Tentileango came home I told him tha :
-

‘Wyandot liad been at camp, and that 1 gavﬁ lum a
shoulder of roasted venisony hie said that was very
well, and 1 suppese voh. gave him also sngar and
bear's oil, to eat with his venison. I told him I
did pot; a8 the sugar and bears oil was downin the
canpid did not go for it He replied you have be:
haved just lke a Dutchman.® Do you not knew
that when strangers conie to our eamp, we onght
always to give:them the best that we hayer T ac.

wThe Datch he called Skoharehaugo, which took itsidert
“ation Trem 3 Dutck 3eulertent called Skoharery:

o
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knowledged that I was wrong. He said that he

gould excuse this, as I was but young; but ¥
inust learn to behave like a warrior, and do great
things, and neverbe found inany sueh little actions.

The lake being again calm,t we proceeded. and
arrived safe at Sunyendeands this was a Wyan-
dot town. that lay upon a small creek which emp-
tios into the Little Lake lelow the mouth of Sane
dusky. =

The town was about eighty rood above the mouth
of the creek, on the south side of a large plain, on
which timber grew, and nothing more but grass or
tiettles: Tn some places there were large flats,
where nothingbut grass grew, abont thyee feet high

when grown, and in other places nothing but net-

tles, very rank, where the soil is extremely rich
and loose—here they planted corn. 1In this town
there were also Krench traders, who purchased our
skins and fur, and we all get new clothes, paint,
tobacco, &c. '

After I had got my new clothes, and my head
done off like a read-headed wood-pecker, 1, in coms
pany with a number of young Indians, went down
to the corn field, to see the squaws at'work. When
we came there. they asked me to take a hoe, which
I did, and hoed for some time. The squaws aps
plauded me as a good hand ‘at the business; but
when [ returned to the town, the old men hearing

+ The lake when calm, appears to be ofa sky bl'ffe colout
thouph when lifted in a vessel, it is like other clear water:
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of what Fhad done, chid me, and said that T wag &
“dopted in the place of a great man, and must not
hoe corn like a squaw.” They never had occasion
to reprove me for any thing like this again; as |
hever was extremely fond of work, F readily com.
plied ‘with their orders, |
“As the Indians on’ their return from their winter
Siunt, bring in with them large quantities of bear’s
~oil, sugar, dried venison, 8c. at this time they have
plenty, “and o not 'spare eating or givin g—{thus they
make way with their prnviéir:i'ln?'iiﬁ-"quit{k' as possi
Hle.  They have no such thing as regular meals,
Brealkfast, dinner or supper: but if any one, even
¢he town folks, would'ge to the same house, sever
al times in one day, he would'be invited to eat of
the best—and with them it is bad manners to refuse
€0 vat whien'it is offered. I they will not eat it s
snterpreted as a symptom of displeasure, or that the
persons refusing to eat, were angry with thosesswho
fnvited them. e o
At this time homony plentifully mixed with bear’s
ol and sugars or diied venison, bear’s oil and su-
gar, 1s what they offer to every one whao comes ina-
ny time of the day; and so they go on until their
sugar, bear’s oil and venison, is all gone, and then
¢hiey have to eat homony by itself, without bread,
salt or any thing elsc; yet, still they invite every one
that comes in, to eat whilst they have any thing to
#ive. 1tis thoughta shame, notto jnvite people (o
eat, while they have any thing; but, if they can m

= s
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sruth, only say we have got nothing to eat, this is ac-
cepted as an honorable apology. All the hunters
and warriors continued in toavn about six weeks af-
tex we came in: they spent this (ime in painting,
going from house to house. eating. smoking and
playing at a game I-Esemblmg dlf:e, or h.us,tl&cap,.
'They put a number of plumb-stonesina small bowl;
one side of each stone is black, and the other whites
they then shake or hustle the bowl, calling, iits,
hits, honesey, honesey, rago, rago: which signifies
calling, for white or biack, or what they wish to
tarn up; they then turn the bowl, and ‘count tho
whites and blacks. Soma were beating their Kind
of drum, and singing; others. were employed. in
playing on a sort of flute, made of hallow cane; and
others playing on the jews-harp.  Some part of this
time was also taken up in attending the council
honse, where. the chiefs, and as many_ others a8
chose, attended; and at night they were freluently
employed in singing and dancing.” Towards the
last of this time, which was in June 1756, they
were alliengaged in preparing to go to war againsé
the frontiers of Virginia: when they were equip-
ed they went through their ceremonies, sung their
war songs, &c. ‘They all marchied off from fifteen
to sixty years of age, and some boys only twelve

years old, were equipped with their bows and ars

rews, and went to war; so that none were left in
town but squaws and children, except. myseli‘ one
very old man, and ﬂnuthsr about fifty years of ag

tvho was lame. |
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']‘he"‘lmhans were thenin greal hupps that they
wonld drive all the Virginians over the lake, which
is all the name they kuow for the sea. They had
some cause for this hepe, hecanse, at this time, the
Americans were altozsther unacquainted with wae
of any kind, and consequently wery unfit to stand
their land with such subtle enemies as the Indians
were. "The two old Tndians asked me if 1 did wot
think that the Indians and Krench would subdue
all America, except T\ew-]i.n-rlaﬂd, which they
said they had tried in old times. 1 told them [
theught not: they said they had aheady drove them
all out of the mountains, and had chiefly laid wasbe
lha e;reat wllu,* ‘betwixt the North and South
mountain, from Potomac to Jameq River, which..ie
a considerable part of the best land in Virginia,
Maryland and Pennsylvania, and that the white
people appeared to them like fools; they could neis
ther gnard against surprize, run nor fight. ‘These
they said were their veasons for saymg that they
would subdde thie whited. ~They asked me to offer
my reasons for my opinion, and ‘told me to speak
my mind freely. Ttold them that the white people
to the East were very numerous, like the trees,
and though they appeared to them to be fools, as
they were not acquainted with their way of war, yel
they were not fools; therefore after some time they
will learn youar mode of war, and turn npon you,
or sat least defend themselves. I found that the
sld men themselves did not believe they could con-
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quer Amevica, yet théy were willing to propagdfe

the ideay 1 order to encourage the young men to
Zo to’' war.

When: the warriors left this town we had neither
meat, sugar, or bear’s oil, left. All that we had

then to live' on' was corn panndeﬂ' into coarse meal
or sma}l homeny—this they hoiled in water, which

appeared like well thickeried seup, witliout salt or
any thing ¢lse. Wor some (ime, we lind plenty of
this kinll'of homony; atlength we were brought to
very short allowance, and as theé warfiors did not

return as soonas they expected, we wereina stary-

ing condition, and But one gun in the town, and've-

ry little amunition. The old lanie Wyandot cons.

oluded that he would go a linuting in a eanoe, and
take me with him, and try te kill'deer in’ the water’,

as'it was then watering time. We went up San-’

dusky a' few miles, then turned up & creek, and
eticamped.  We had lights prepared, as we were
to hunt'in the mght and also a- piece of bark and
some bushes set upin the canoe, in order to coticeal
ourselves from the deer. A little boy that wad with
18, Held' the: Tight, 1 worked the canoe, and the old
man, who had his gun loaded with large shot, when
we' cante near the deer, fired, and'in’ this manter
Killed three deer, in part of one’ nisht. We went
 to ourfire, ate heartily, and in the morning retarned
toEtew i il order torelieve the Hungry and disﬁ'éss-
o

Whew we came b, town, the chﬂﬁin wers

28 : :
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erying bitterly on acoount of pinching hunger, We
delivered what we had taken, and though it was-
but little among so many, it was divided aecording
to the strictest rules of justice.. We immediately
get out for another hunt, but before we veturned a
part of the warriors had come in, and brought with
them on horseback, a quantity of meat. The war-
riors had divided into diﬁ'e'rent'[ia,fﬁés, and all
stuck at different places in Augnsta county. They
bl;pgg]:}ﬁg;ib ‘with them a considerable number of
scalps, prisoners, horses. and other plunder. One
of the parties brought in with them, one Arthur
Campbell, that is now Col. Campbell, who Tlives
on Holston River, near the Royal-Oak. = As the
AW yandots; at Sunyendeand, and_those at Detroit
were connected, Mr. Campbell was taken in De-
troit; but he remained some time with me in this
town: his company Was very agreeable, and 1 was
sorry when he left me. During his stay at Sunyens
deand he borrowed my Bible, and made some per-
tinent remarks: on what he_ lad read. One pas-
gage was where itis said, ¢Itis goud’ for a man that
he bear the yoke in his youth.” He said we ought
to be resigned to the will of Pl‘o‘v_iden'ce, as we
were now bearing the yoke, in our youth. Mz.
Campbell appeared to be ihen about 16 or 17 years
of age. = =
"There was a number of prisoners brought in by
these parties and when they were to run the gaunt-
Jet, I went and told them how they were to ack
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Gue John Savage, was brought in, a middle aged®

man, or about forly years ¢ld. He was to run the
gauntlet, I told him what he had to do; and af-
ter this I fell into one of the ranks with the Indi-
ans, shouting and yelling like thems; and as they
were not very severe on him, as he passed me, I
hit him with 2 piece of pumpkin—which pleased
{he Indians much, but hurt my feelings.

About the time that these warriors came in, the
gveen corn was beginning to be of use; so that we
had cither green corn or venison,, and sometimes
both-—swhich was comparatively, high living. When
we could have plenty of green corn, or roasting ears,
ihie hunters became lazy, and spent their time as
already mentioned, in singingand dancing. They
appeared to be fulfilling the scriptures beyond those
who profess to believe them, in that of taking no
thought of to:morrow; and also in living in love,
peace and f viendship together, without disputes.
Tn this respect, they shame those who profess Chris-
ianity. _

In this manner we lived, until October, when the
geese, Swans, dacks, cranes, &ec. came from the
north, and alighted au this little Lake, in quan-
tities or inumerable. Sunyendeand is a remark-
able place for fish, in the spring, and fowl both in
the fall and spring.

As our hunters were now tired with indolence,
and fond of their own kind of exercise, they all

sorned out to fowling, and in this could scarce misg
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of success; so that we had now plenty of homony
and the best of fowls; and sometimes as a ravity we
had a little bread, which was made of Indian corn
meal, pounded in & homony-block, mixed with
boiled beans, and baked in cakes under the ashes.

This, with us was called good livicg, though
not equal to our fat, roasted aud boiled venison,
when we went to the woods in the falls or bear’s

meat and beaver in the Mlﬂt&!!; or sugar, hear’s oil,

and dry venison in the spring. = =

Some time in October, another aﬂopted bi‘other.-

older than Tontileaugo, came to pay us a visit at
Sunyendeand, and he asked me to take a hunt
with him on Cayahaga. Asthey always used me as
a free man, and gave me the liberty of choosing; I
told him that 1 was attached to Tontileaugo, had
never seen him before, and thevefore, asked some

time to consider of this.  He told me that the paps

ty he avas going with would not bealong, or at the
mouth of this Jittle l&mm Jess than six days, and
T could in this time be acquainted with him, and
judge for myself. I consulted with Tontileaugo
on this occasion, and he told me that our old brether
Tecaughretanego, (which was his pame) was a
chief; and abetter man than he was; and if 1 went
with him T might expect to be wellused, but he said
I might do as I pleased; and if ¥ staid he would
use me as he had donme.” T told him that he had
acted in every respect, as a brother to me; yet I
wag” mmich” pleased with my old brether’s conduct
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aid conversation;. and as he was going to a part of
the country I bad never been in, 1 wished to go
with-him—he said he was perfectly willing,

I then went with Tecaughretanego, to the mouth

of the little lake, where he met with the company

he infénded going with, which was composed of
Caughnewagas and OUttawas. Here 1 was intros
duced to a Caughnewaga sister, and others I had
never before seen. My sister’s name was Mary

which they pronounced Maully. I asked Tecaugh- .
retnego how it came that she had an English names

he said that he did not know that it was an nglish
name; but it was the name the priest gave her
when she was baptized, which he said was the
name of the mother of Jesus. He said there were
agreat many of the Caughnewagas and Wyandoets,
that were a kind. of half Roman- Catholics; but as
for himself, he said," that the priests and he could

not agree;  as they held notions that contradicted
hoth sense and reason, and had the assurance to

tell"him, that the book of God taught them these
foolish absurdities: but he could not believe the
great.and good spirit ever taught them any such
nonsense: and therefore he concluded that the In-
dian’s old religion was better than this new way of
worshiping God. =

The Ottawas have a very useful kind of tentq
which they carry with them, made of ﬂags, plaited
and stiched togetherin a very artful manner, so as
te turn rain er wind well—each mat is made fifteon
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foet broad. In order 1o v
hey cut o pumber of long

&trait poles, which they drive in the ground,®in the
a circle, leaning inwards; then they spread
iho mats on these poles, beginning at the bottom
and extending up, leaving onty a hule in the top
uncovered—and this hole answers the place of a
“chinmey, "They make a fire of dry split wood, in
the middie, ziﬁ'd?pi'éé"ﬂ‘ddwni Dark ‘mats and skins
for bedding, on which they sleep iﬁ*i&i?.(;};ddl_{é(‘_l‘ pos-
11 round the fire, as the length of their beds
'-W—ill?-.ﬁé.t admit of stretching themselves. In place
of a door they lift up one end of a matand creep
in, and let the mat fall down hehind them.

'FThese tents are warm and dry, and tolerable
clear of smoke. Their lamber they keep under
Sanoes. which they carry out and tat
eep every thing from
tents but themselves

fuot long, and about five
roct this kind of tent, t

form of

fure, a

hirch bark
up for a ahelter, where they k
the rain. Naﬂ;y%_%j__;a#}rn the
and their bedding. S

This company had
We were kindly received, and they gave
us plenty of homony, and wild fowl, boiled and
As the geose, ducks, swauns, &c. here are
(hey were remarkably fat especial-

four’ birch canoes and four

fents.

roasted.
well erain-fed,
cen necked duclks.

heve, feed upon a kind of wild

in (he shallow wa-

1y the gF
The witd fowl
rioe, that grows spontaneously

tor, or wet places along the eides or in the corners

af the lakes,

m
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Oolonel Smith’s Narratwe. 2-13

As the wind was high aad we could not pro-
ceed on our voyage, we remained here several days,
and killed '1bu11dancﬂ of w11(l fowl, and a number
of ‘raccoons.

When a company uf Indians are moving togeth-
er on the lake, as it is at this time of the year often:
dangerous sailing, the old men hold a council; and
when they agree to-embark, every one 18 enﬂ"ttr(,d»
immediately in making ready, without offering one:
word against the measure, though the lake may be
boisterous and horrid. One morning though the
wind appeared to me to be as highas in days past,

and the billows raging, yet the. eall was given yo-
hok-yohoh, which was quickly answered by all—

ooh-o00kwhich: signifies agreed. We were all in-

stantly engaged in preparing fo start, and had con- -

siderable dlﬂ‘:cultles in embarking.

As soon as we got into our canoes we fell to pad
dl:ngwﬂh all our Iﬂl“‘ht, making out from the shore.
Though these sort of canoes ride waves heyond
what could be expected, yet the water several
times dashed into them. When we got ouf about

half a mile from shore, we hoisted sail, and it was.

nearly a west wind, we then seemed to ride the
wavyes with ease, and went on ata rapid rate. We
then all laid down eur paddles, excepting one thag
asteered, and there was no water dashed into our
¢anoes, uatil we came near the shore again. We
sailed about sixty miles that day, and encamped
some time before night. &
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The next day we again embarked and ‘went on
very well for some times but the lake being boist:
erous, and the wind not fair, we were obliged to
make to shore, which we accomplished. with hard:
work: anil some ‘difficnlty in landing. The next
morning a council was held by the old men. '

* As we had this day to pass:by a long precipice
of rocks; on the shore about nine miles, which ren-
dered it impossible for us to land, though: the wind
was high and the lake roughs yet, as it was fair, we
were all ordered to embark. We wrought ourselves
out from the shore and hoisted sail (what we used
in place of sail clothy were our tent mats, which an-
swered the purpose very well) and went for some
{ime with a fair wind, untilwe were opposite to the
precipice, aud then it turned towards the shore, and
we began to fear we shounld be cast upen the rocks,
Two of the canoes were considerably’ farther out
from the rocks, than the eanoe I' was in. T hose
who were farthest out in the lake didnotletdown
their sails until, the%ﬁt%t_igasaeﬁ the [n'eclplce, bt
as we were’ nearer ock, we were obhged to lTow-
er our sails, and paddle with all our might. With
much difficulty we cleared ourselves of the rvock,
afid: landed. As the other cances had landed be-
fore us,, there were immediately runners sent off'to
see if we were all'safely landed.

This night the wind' fell; and' the next morning
thelake was tolerabl y calm, and we embarked with:
out difficulty, and paddled alosg near the shore;
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until we came to the mouth of Cayahaga, which
empties into Lake Krie on the south side, betwixt
Canesadooharie, and Presg’isle.

We turned up Gayahaga and encamped—where
we staid and hunted for several days; and so we
kept moving and hunting until we came to the forks
ol Oayahaga. e e e

This is a very omntlc river, and but few riilles,
or swift running places, from the mouth to the forks.
Deer here were tolerably plenty, large and fat; but
bear and other game scarce. - The upland is- hilly,
and principally second and third rate. The
timber chiefly black-oak, white oak, hickoryy dog-
wood, qc. The bottoms are rich and large, and
tlie timber is'walnut, locust, mulberry, sugar-tree,
red-haw, black-haw, wild appletrees, &ec.* The
‘West Branch of this river interlocks with the East
Branch of Muskingum; and the Fast Branch with
the Big Beaver creek, that empties into the Ohio a-
bout thirty miles below Pittsburgh. = ==

From the forks of Cayahaga to the East Branch
of Muskingum, there is a carrying place, where the
Tndians ecarry their canoes, &c. from the waters of
lake Frie, into the waters of the Ohie.

Frem the forks I went over with some hunters, to
the Kast Branch of Muskingum, where they killed
several deer, a number of beavers, and returned

heavy laden with skins and meat, which we curﬂed
on our backs; as we had no horses, :

The land here is chiefly seconid and third rate,
- 2O o
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and the fimber chiefly oak and lickory. X Tittle:
above the forks, on the East Branch ol L'lyahagn;
are considerable rapids, very rocky, for some dis-
fance: but no perpendicular falls. '
~ About the first of Pecember, 1736, we were pre-
paring for leaving the river; we buried our canaes,
and as usual hung up our skins, and évery one had
% pack to carry: ~the squaws also packed up their
teuts, which they carried in large rolls, that extend-
ed up,wbwe their heads; and thuugh a great bulk,
yet not heavy. We steered abcmt i soutli east
course, and could not march over ten miles per day.
At nlght we lodged in our flag tents, which when
erecteds were nearly. in the shape of a sugar toal
and about fifteen feet diameter at the ground.

In this manner we proceeded about forty miles,
and wintered in_these tents, on the waters of Bea-
ver creek, noar a little lake or large pond, which i
abount two miles long, and one broad, dud a 1ﬁma1k
1hh, ]_}LLLL for beaver. 2

It is @ rveceived opinion aﬁwng tﬁe ludxaus, that
the ceese turn to beavers, and the snakes'to raccoons;
and thongh Teccaughretanego, who was a wise
man, was not fully persuaded that this was true;
yethic scemed in some measure to- be carried away
with this whimsical notion, He said that this pond
had been always . a plentiful place of beaver.
Fhouglr he said hie knew them to be frequently all
killed, (as he thouglt.) yet the next winter they

weuldbe asplenty asever.” And asthe beaver wae
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an animal that did not travel by lands and: there be.-
ing no wat'r commnications to, or from this pond,
Yiow could such a number of beavers get there year
after year? But as this pond was also a considera-
ble place for geesey when they came in the fall from
the northy aund alighted in this ponds theytumad
beavers, all bat the feet, which remained. nearly
the same. A
I said that though there was no water communi-
calion, in, or out of this pond; yet it appeared that
it was fed by springs. as it was always clear and
uever stagnated; and as a yvery Jarge _épfi_ug 10s€
about a mile helow this pond, it was likely that this
spring.came from this pond. In the fall wheo this
spring is comparatively low there would be air un-
der ground sufficient for the beavers to breathe. in,
with their heads above water,. for they cannof live
long under water, and so they might have a sub-
terraneous pnsé‘ag’e by water into this pond. Te-
caughretanego granted that it might'bé S0.
~About the sides of this pond there grew great a-
bundance of ceamberries, which the Indians gather-
ed up on the ice, when the pond was frozen over.
"Phese berries were about as large as rifile bullets—
of a bright red color——an agreeable acid, though ra-
ther too” sour of themselves; but when mixed with
sugar, had a very agreeable faste. -
In conversation with Tecaughretanego, tha,p-
pened to be talking of the heavers’ catehing fish.
He asked me why I thought tiat the beaver caught
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fish? I told hia that T liad read of the beaver mu
King dams for the conveniency of fishing. He laugh-
ed, and made game of me and my book: He said
the man that wrote that beok, knew nothing about
the beaver. The beaver never did eat flesh of any
kind; but lived on the bark, of trees, roots, and
other vegetables.

In order to know certainly how this was, when
we killed a beayer I carefully éxamined the intes-
tines but found no appearance of fish; I afterwards
made an experiment on a pet beaver which we had,
and found that it would neither eat fish or flesh;
{herefore I acknowledged that the hook I had read
was wrong, ;

I asked himif the beaver was an amplubwus an-
imal, or if it could live under water? He said that
the beaver was a kind of subterraneous water ani-
mal, that lives in ornear the water; but they were
no more amphibious than the ducks andgeese were,
wluch was cansmlﬂwmeﬂ lu be the case; as all
the Deavers that are canght in steel fraps are
drowned, provided the trap be heavy enough to
keep them under water. As the beaver dees mnof
eat: fish, I enquired of Tecaughretanego why the
beaver made such large dams? He said they were
of use to them in various respects both for their safe-
ty aund food. ¥or their safety, as by raising the
water over the mouths of their holes, or subterra-
neous lodging places, they could not be easily found:

and as the beaver feeds chiefly on the bark of trees;
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by raising the water over the banks, they can cut
down saplings for bark to feed upon without going
out much upon theland: and when they are obliged
to go-out on land for this food they frequently are

caught by the wolves. “As the beaver can run up-

on land; but little faster than a waler tortoise, and
is no fighting animal, if they are any distance from
the water they become an easy prey to their ene-
mies. |

I asked Tecanghretanego, what was the use of
the beaver’s stones, or glands, to them; as the bea-
ver has two pair, which is commonly called the oil
stones, and the bark stones? He said that as the
beavers are the dumbest of all animals, .and scarce-
ly ever make any noise; and as they were workma-
creatures, they made use of this smell in order to
work in concert. 1f any old beaver was to come on
the bank and rub his breech upon the ground, and
raise a perfume, the others will collect frem differ-
ent places and go to worl: this is also of use to them
in trayvelling, that they may thereby search out and
find their company. Cunning hunters finding this
out, have made use of it against the beayer, in or-
der fo catch them. - 'What is the bait whieh you see
them make use of, but a compound of the oil and
bark stones? By this perfume, which is *:)111)r a
false signal they decoy them to the trap.

Near this pond, heaver was the punmpal game.
Before the water froze up, we caught a great many
with wooden and stcel traps: but after that, we
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liunted the beaver en the ice. Some places heve:
the beavers build large houses. to live in; and in

other places they have subterraneous lodgings in

the hanks. Where they lodge in the ground,we

have mo chance of hunting them on the ices hut

where they have houses W& &0 with malls and

handspikes, and break all the hollow ice, to pre-

vent them from getting iheir heads above the water

under it. Then we break a hole in the house and
" they make their escape into the water; but as they
cannot live long under water, they are obliged to
z0 lo_some of those hroken places to breathe, and
tlie'fﬁ'diiinﬁ"tbmgaeuly put in their hands, catch them
Dy -the hind leg, haw] them:on:the ice, and toma-
hawk them. Sometimes they shoot them .in the
Lead, when they. raise it above the water, 1 asked
the Indians if they were not afraid fo catch the bea-
vers with their hands? they said no: they were nof
wmngh. of a biting creature, yeb il _they. wonld eatch
them by thei‘q:emﬂaﬁig_n_t@hﬁai:;mb}élﬂ bite.

......
ety & ~

I went out with Tecanghretanego, and some oth-
Lut we did not succeed; and

ers a heaver hunting:
where several raccoons had

o our return. we saw ¢
passed, while the snow was soft; though there was
how crast apon. ity W all made a halt looking at
the raccoon tracks. Asg they saw a tree with a hole
in it they told me o go and see if they had gone in

{hexeat; and if they had e halloo, and they would .

come and take them onf. WhenT went to that tree,
1 found they had gone past; but I saw another the

[ T | T
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Way they had went, and proceeded to examine that;
and found they had gone up it. I then hegan te
halloo, but could have no answer. ;

As it began to snow and blow most violently, T
returned and procéeded after. my company, and for

some time could see their tracks, ‘but’ tﬁe crld SHGW,

being only about three inches deep; and a crust up
on it, the present driving snow soon filled up the
tracks. AsThad enly a bew, arrows and tomahawk,
with'nie, and no way to strike fire, I appeared to be
in a dismal situation—and as the air was dark with
snow, I had little more prospect of steenng my
course,. than I would 111 the mght At lcnﬂ*ih I
came to a haﬂow tree, ‘With a hole at one side that
1'could go in at. I went in, and found that it was
a dry place, and the hollow about three feet diam-
etér, and high enough for me to stand in. ¥ found
thatthere was also a considerable quantity of soft,
dryr rotten wooﬂ;-armnd this hollow: 1 therefuye con -
cluded that J would lodge here; and that T would
go to work, and stop up the door of my house. ¥
sn'ip'pe'_d.' off my blankef, (which was all the clothes
that I had, excepiing a breech-clout, leggins and
mockasons,) and ‘with my tomahawk, fell to chop-
ping at the top of a fallen tree that lay near and
carried wood and set it up oh end against the door,
until I had it three or four feet thick, all around,
excepting a hole L had left fo creep in at. e had &
block prepared that I could hawl after me, to stop
this hole: and hefore I went in I put in & pumber
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of small sticks, that I might more effectually stop
it on the inside. When I went in, 1 took my tone
ahawl and cut down all“the dvy ‘rotten wood T
could get, and beat it small. With it I made a bed
like a goose nest or hog-bed, and with the small
sticks stopped every hole, dntil my house was al-
most dark. 1 stripped off ‘my - mockasons, and
duncod iu theoentre of my bed”for  about half an
hour, in order to yarm myself. In this timemy
feet and whole body weére agreeably warmed. "The
snow, in the mean-while, ‘had stopped all the/holes,
go.that my house wasas darkasa dungeon; though
~Llnew it could not yet be dark out of of doors. 1
then coiled myself up in my blanket, 1ay down in
my little round bed, and had a tolerable night’s
lodging. . When 1 awoke, all was dapk—notithe
least glimmering of light was to be seen. dmme-
diately 1 recollected that 1 was not'to expect light
in . this new habitation, as there was neither doot
nopwindow in it.  AS | cqul,gl.m__hegrér&ha‘-jst"orﬂil ra-

cing. and did ot suffer much cold, as 1 was then
sitnated, 1 concluded T would stay in my nest until
1 was certain it was day. When L had reason 0
gonclude that it surely was day, L argse and put on
my; mockasons, which 1 had laid nnder my head te
keep from freezing. 1 then endeavored to find the
dooryand had to do all by the sense of feeling, which
took me: some time. At length I found the hlock,
but it being heavy, and a large quantity of snow

having fallen on if, at the first attempt I did nok
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move it. I then felt terrificd—among all the hard-
ships I bad sustained, I never knew before, what
it was to be thus deprived of light. This, with the
other circumstances attending it, appeared grievous.
I went straightway to bed again, wrapped my blank-
et round me, and lay and mused a while, and then
prayed to Almighty God to direct and protect me,
ashe had done heretofore. I once again attempted
to move away the block, which proved successful:
it moved about nine inches. With this a consider-
able quantity of snow fell in from above, and I im-
mediately received light; so that 1 found a very
great snow had fallen, above what 1 had ever seen
in one night. I then knew why I could not easily
move the block, and T was so rejoiced at obtaining
the light, that all my other difficulties seemed to yan-
ish. 1 then turned into my cell, and returned God
thanks for having once more received the Yight of
Heaven. At length I belted my blanket about me,
zot my tomahawk, bow and arrows; and went out
of my den. e
I was now in tolerable high spirits, though the
snow had fallen above three feet deep, in addition
to what was on the ground before; and the only
imperfect guide I had, in order to steer my course
to camp, was the trees; as the moss generally grows
on the north-west side of them, if they are straight.
I proceeded on, wading through the snow, and a-
bout twelve o’clock (as it appeared afterward, {rom
-that time to night, for it was yei cloudy,) T came
: 20 .
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upoir the'oreek that our camp was on, about Helf &
raile'below the camp; and when T came iin sight of
the cuitp, I found that thers was great joy, by ‘the
eliouts and yelling of the beys, &e.
Wihen I arrived, they all came round me, and
geceived me gladly; but at this time no guestions
wore agked, and I was taken dnto ‘a ‘tent, where
they gave me plenty of fat beaver meat, and then
Hsked me to smoks.  When 1 hiad déne, Tecaugh=
Tatanego desired wie to walk out fo a fire they had : !
giade. T weat out, and theyall collected round
wme, men, women and boys. Tecaughretanego
asked me to givethem a particular account of what ‘
%ad ilnrppanad from the time they left me yesterday, |
witilnow. T told them the whole of the story, and '
they never interrupted me; but when I madea'steD,
the mtervals were filled ‘with Jloud acclamations of
joy. 'As T couldnot, at this time, talk Otiawa or
Jibewa well, (which is'nearly the same) I deliver-
ed mystory in Caughnewaga. As mysister Mol
ly’s husband was a Jibewa and could understand
“Caughuswaga, e acted as interpreter, and deliver- |
“od 4y story ‘to'the Jibewas and Oftawas, which |
Whiey “received with pleasure. 'When all this was
“done, Tecaughrotanego made a ‘speech fo me'in the
followilg manner:
“BrotHER.~~You see we ldve prepared sndw-
shoes to go alter you, and were almest really to'go,
wWhen you kppeared; yet, as'youliad not ‘been 4s-
customed to hardships in your coudiry, to the cast
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we never expecled to see you alive. Now, wa ara
glad to see yan, in variousrespects: we are glad to
see you on yeur own account: and we are glad to
see the prospect of your filling the place of a great
man, in whose - room you were adeptad. We do

vet blame: you for whot has happened, we blame.
ourselves; because, we did not think of this driving

snow filling up the tracks, until after we cams o
camp. |

“BroTasr.—Your conduct on this eocasion hath
pleased us much. Yeu have given Ws'an ovidence
of your fortitude, skill and resolution: “and we lii}'i;s
you will always go en to do great actions, as it is
only groab actions that can make 2 great man.”

¥ told-my brother Tecaughretanego, that ¥ thank-
ed them for their care of me, and for the kindness
I always received. I told him that T always wish-
ed to da great actions, and hoped 1 never would do

any thing to dishonor“any of those with whom &

was connected. I likewise told my Jibswa broth.

-er-in-law to tell his people that E also thinked them
for their care and kindness.

The next morning some of the hunters went out
en-anow-shoes, killed ‘several deer, and hauled
some of them into camp upon the snow. They
fixed their carrying strings, (which sre broad in
the: middle, and small ateach end) in the fore feet
and noge of the deer, znd laid the broad part of it
on.their heads or about their shoaiden, and pulied
it along; andi whenit ie moying, will not sink in
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the snow much deepes than a snow-shoe; and whem
taken with the grain of the hair, slips along very
easy. ; .

The snow-shoes are made like a lioop net, and
wrought with buck-skin thengs. Fach shoe is a-
bout two feet and an half long, and about eighteen
inches broad, before, and small behind, with cross
bars, in order to fix or tie them to their feet. After
ihe snow had lain a féw days, the Indians toma-
hawked the deer, by pursui-ngfthém-'in this manner.

About two weeks after this; there came a warm
rain, and took away the chief part of the snow,
and broke up the ice: then we engaged in making
wooden traps to cateh beavers; as we had but few
steel traps. These fraps are made nearly in the
same manper as the raccoon traps already describ-
ed. ;

One day as I was looking after my traps, X got
benighted, by beaver ponds inlercepting my way te
camp; and as L had -_l_;_eglectﬁd' to take fire-works
with me, and the weather very cold, I could find
1o suitable lodging place, therefore the only expe-
dient T could think of to keep myself from freezing,
was exercise. L danced and hallooed the whole
night with all my might, and the next day came to
camp. Though I suffered much more this time than
the other night T lay out, yet the Indians were not
so much concerned, as they thought 1 had fire
works with me: but 'when they knew how it was,

they did not blame me. They said that old hunt--
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ers were frequently involved in this place, as the
beaver dams were one above another on every
creek and run,so that it is hard to find a fording place.
They applauded me for my fortitude, and sald
as they had now plenty of beaver-skins, they would

purchase me a new gun at Detroit; as we were to

zo there the next spring; and then if I should
chance to be lost in dark weather, I could make
five, kill provision, and return to camp when the
sun shined. By being bewildered on the waters
of Muskingum, I lost repute, and was reduced to
the bow and arrow; and by lying out two mights
here, I regained my credit.

After some time the waters all froze again, and
then, as formerly, we hunted beavers on theice.
Though beaver meat, without salt'er bread, was
the chief of our food this winter, yet we had always
plenty, and L was well contented with my diet, as
it appeared delicious  farey after the way we had
lived the winter before.

Sometime in February, we scaffolded up our
fur and skins, and moved about ten miles in quest
of a sugar camp, or a suitable place to make sugar,
and-encamped in a large botlom, on the head wa-
ters of Big Beaver creek. We had some difficulty
in moving, as we had a blind Caughnewaga boy a-
bout 15 years of age, to lead; and as the country is
very brushy we frequently had him to carry. We
had alsoomy Jibewa brother-in-law’s fq_tii‘éi' ‘with
us, who was thought by the Indians to be s great
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conjurer—his name was Manetohcoa—this old mag
was so decrepit, that we had to carry him this vouts
upon a bier, and all cur baggage to. pack on our
hacks. .

Shertly after we camo to this place the squaws
hezan to. make sugar. We had no large kettles
with us this;year, and they made the frest, in some
measure, supply the place of fire, 1n making sugar.
Phein large bark vessels, for holding the stock-wa-
ter, they made broad and shallow; and as the
weather is very cold Lere, it fl‘&q;ieniilyl'ﬁ;e.aze_s at
night in sugar time; and the ice they hrpeak and
castout of the vessels. Fasked them if they were
wob throwing away the sugar? they eaid no: it was
water they were easting away, sugar did not freeze;
and-there was searcely any in thatice.. ‘Fhey said
i mighﬁ_ fry the e:{[ae!'i-meﬁt, and boil some of if, and
soe what § would get. I never did try it; but ¥
ahserved $hat after several times freezing, the swatey
that remained in the vessel, qha;ﬁgeﬁl_._itﬁ color and
bhecame bf@ﬁn?ﬁnf? EI-‘)Y sweet.

Alont the time we were done makieg sugar the
cnow went off the ground; and one night a squaw
paised an alarm.. She said sbe saw twe men with
%aus fie . thoix hands, tpon the bank en the other
side-of the creels, spying our tents—they were sup-
posed 10 bs Johuston’s Mehawks. On this the

gguaws Were ordered to slip quietly cnt, some dis-
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aad if the enemy rushed up, we were to zive them
the first fire; and let the squaws have an apportuni~
ty of escaping. I got down beside Tecaughretan-
©g0, and he whispered to. me not to be afraid, for ho
would speak- to.the Mohawks, and as they snake

the samedongiie that we did, 'ﬂ:eyfﬁgqul_,d' not huet

the Caughuewsagas, or m e; but they would kill all
the Jibewas and Ottawas that they could, and fake
us-along with them. Phis news ;pieased me well,
and. 1 heavtity wished for {he approach of the Mo-
hawks. : :

Before we withdrew fiomthe tents ihe}"lmd(‘ﬂ“

 ried Manetohcon, o' the fire and.gave him his con.
juring tools; which were dyed feathers, the boueiof
the Mm’ blade of a wild cat, -tﬁbacc@_,.&c.,;-at;gl
while we yieve'in the- hiishes, Manetobcoa was i
a tent at the five, conjuring away to the utmost of
his ahility. At length'he called aloud for us ailto
come. in, which was quickly obeyed. Wien e
came in he told us that affer he had ‘gone throuzh
the whole of ‘his eeremony, and expected to sepa
number: of Mohawlks on the flat bene, when it was
watiied: at theifive, the pictures of two wolves only
appeared. - He said ithough there wers mo Me-
bawks about, we munst not be angry with the gqunw
for giving.afalse dlarm, as she il vocasion to go
outand happened-fo sce the wolves, though il wag
moon light; yet she got afraid, and she conceited it
was Indians, With 'guas in thoir hands, soslie snid
wa ;mig}atsé,ﬂsga to:sleop forthere syas na .-@faﬂ 0 P
aud aceordingly we did. X

i ...-‘g..:..:ﬁ PR W
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Fho next morning we went to the place, and
found wolf tracks, and where they had scratched
with their feet like dogs; but there was no sign of
mockason tracks. 1f there is apy such thing as a
wizzard, I think Manetohcoa was as likely to be
one, as any man, as he was a professed xvorsl:ilyei'
of the devil. DBut let him be a comjurer or nob I
am persuaded that the Indians believed what he
told them upon this occasion, as well ag if it'had
* come from an infallible oracles or they would not

after such an alarm as this, go all to sleep in an un-
This appeaf'ed to me the most

concerned manner.
like witchraft, of any thing I beheld while I wits

with them. Thoughl scrutinized their proceedings
in business of this kind; yetX generally found that
their pretended witcheraft, was either art or mis-
taken notions whereby they deceive “themselves.
Before a battle they spy the enemy’s motions-earc:
fully, and when they find that they can have consid-
erable advantage, and the greatest prospect of suc-
cess, ﬂ;im;_the.;o].ﬂ men pretend to conjure, or to fell
what the event will be, and this they de in a figura.
tive manner, which will bear something of & differ-
ent interpretation, which generally comes {0 pass
- mearly as they foretold; therefore the youmg war
riors generally believed these old conjurors, which
had a tendency {0 animate, and excite them 10 push
on with yigor.
Some time in March 1737 we began to move
back to the forks of Cayahage, Whieh W8S ‘about
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ort y ot fifty miles; and as we had no horses, we
had all eur baggnge and several hundred weight of
beaver skins, and some deer and bear skins all to
pack on our backs. The method we took to ac-

complish this was by making short day’s jonrnies. & ;

_In the morning we would move —on with ag. much i 42
g as we were able to carry, about five miles, and n- Lf
} camp; andt hen van back fer more. We commpnly el
1 made three gucgl.._trips_lin the day. . When we came
g {o the great pond, we staid fliere one day to rest
: ourselves and to kill ducks and geese.
it From our sugar vamp on thehead wafers of Big iz
s Beaver creek, to this place is not hilly, and some bk
9 places the woods are folerably clear; but in mast ¥
U :.'_ghml;e;.ucaeﬂiﬁg brushy. Theland here isichiefly
5- second and thivd rate. The timber-on the upland

is white oak, black oak, hickory andichesnuts. there

S

E- 35 also in some places walnut upland, and plenty of

ig good water. . The bottomes here are zenerslly large i

Ic- and zeod. T R i

Al We again proceeded on from the pond to the i

o “forks of Cayahaga, at the rate of about five miles

1S perday. - . =

58 The Jand on this route is not very hilly, it is well

L watersd, and in many places ill timbered, general- e

ch 1y hrushy; and chiefly second and third rate land, 14

sh ntermixed with good hottoras. Tl
When we came to the forks, we found that the ;

INe gking we had scaffolded were all safe. - ‘Fhough f

frequently

out {hig was 8 public place, and Il‘.dia;l!!“
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passing, and our skins hanging up in views yet there
was uone stolen; and it is seldom that Indians'de
steal any thing from one another; and they never
did, until the white people came among them, and
learned some of them, to lie, chent and steal; but be
that as it may, they never did curse or swear, until
the whites learned them; some think their language
will not admit of it; but T am not of that opinion,
if T was so disposed, } eould find language to curse
or swear, in the Indian tongue.

Izemember that Tecaughretanego, wlen ‘some-
thing displeased him, said God damn it. T asked
him if he knew what he then said? he said he did;
aud mentioned one of their degrading expressions,
which he supposed to be the meaning ov something
like the meaning of what he had said. I teld him
thatit did not bear the least resemblance toif; that
what he said, was calling upon the Great Spirit o
punish the ebjeet he was displeased with. He stood
for sometime amazed, and then said, if thissbe the
meaning of these words what sort of people are the
whites?- when the traders were among us these
words seemed to be intermixed with all their dis.
course. He told me to re-consider what I'had said,
for he thought I must be mistaken in my- definition;
if I was not mistaken, he said, the traders applied
these words not only wickedly, but often times ve-
ry foolishly and contrary to sense or reason. He
gald he remembered once of a trader’s accidentally
breaking his gun lock, and on that occasion calling
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A

sut aloud God damn it—surely said he the gun lock
was not an object worthy of punishment for Owa-
neeyo, or the Great Spirit: he also observed the tra-
ders often nsed this expression, when they were in
a good humor and not displeased with any thing,

I acknowledged that the traders used this express:

ion. very often, in a most irrational, inconsistent,
and impious manuer: yet I still-asserted that ¥ had
given the frue meaning of these words. He repli-
ed, if so, the traders are as bad as Oonasahroona,
or the under ground inhabitants, which is the name
they give the devils; as they entertain 4 notion that
their place of residence fs under the earth.

We took up ourbirch-bark canoes which we had
buried, and found that they were not. damaged by
the winter; but they not being sufficient to carry all
that we now had, we niade a large chesnut bark ca-
noes as elm bark was not to be found at this place.

We all embarked, and had a very agreeable pas-
sage down the Cayahaga, and along the south side
of lake Erie, until we passed the mouth of Sandusky;
then the wind arose, and we put in at the mouth of
the Miami of the lake, at Cedar Point; where we
remained several days, and killed a number of Tur-
keys, geese, ducks and swans,. The wind being
fair, and the lake not extremely rough, we again
embarked, hoisted up sails, and arrived safe at the
Wyandot town, nearly opposite to fort Detroit; on
the north side of the river. Hére we found anum-
ber of French traders, every one very willing to
deal with us for our beaver,
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We bonght ourselves fine clothes, amunition.
paint, tobacco, &e. and according to promise, ihey
purchased me a new gub: yet we had mot parted
with only about one third of our beaver. At length
a frader came to town with French brandy. We
purchased 4 keg of it, and held a council about who
was toget drank, and who was fo keep sober. 1
was invited to get drunk, butl refused the proposal,
fhen they told me that I must be one of those who
wera {0 take care of the drunken people. I didnet

like this; but of the two evils T chose that which I
thought was the least—and fell in with those who
were to conceal the arnys, and keep every danger-
ous weapen we could, ‘out of their way, and endeay-
or, if possiblé to keep the drinking club from killing
each other, which was a very hard task. Several
{imes we hazarded our own lives, and got ouvselves
hurt, in preventing them from slaying each other.

Before they had finished this keg, niearone third

of the. town was inlroduced 1o {his drinking club;

fhey conld not pay their part, as they hud already
disposed of all their skins; but that made no-odds,
all were welcome to drink. T Sded]

~ When they were done wifly this keg, they appli-
adito the traders, and procured a kettle full of bran-
dy at a time, whicl they divided out with a large
wooden spoon—and so they went on and never quit
while they had: a single beaver skin.

When tho frader had got all our beaver, Lo
moyed off to:the Ottaws town, abeut a mile abeye
the Wyandot fown.
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When the brandy was gone, and the drinking
club sober, they appeared much dejected. - Some
of them were crippled, others badly wounded,. 2
pumber of their fine new shirts tore, and several
blankets were burned: a number of squ;iws wers
also in this club, and neglected their corn planting.

We could now hear the effocts of the brandy in
{le Ottawa town. They were singing and yelling
in the most hideous mauner, both night and day;
Bat their frolic ended worse than ours; five Ottawas
were killed and a great many wounded.

After this a number of young Indians were get-
ting their ears cut, and ‘they urged me to havemine
cut likewise; but they did not attempt to compel
me, though they endeavoured fto persuade me.
The principal arguments they used were its being

a very great ornament, and also the common fash-
~jon. T'he former I did not believe, and the latter
T could not deny. The way they perfermed. this

o=

gperation was by cutting the fleshy part of the cir-
cle of the ear close to the gristle quite through.
When this was done they wrapt rags round this
floshy part until it was entirely healed; tlien they
hung lead to it 'and stretched it to a wonderful
length: when it was sufficiently “stretched, they

wrapt the fleshy part round with brass wire, which
formed inte a semicircle about four inches in diam-

eter. =
Many of the young men were now ‘exercising
themselves in a game resembling foot ball; though
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they commonly steuek the ball with a crooked stick,
made for that purpose; also a game something hke.
this, wlherein they used a wooden ball, about three
inches in tTIille[‘I‘, and the instrument they moved
it with was a strong stafi about five feet long, with
a-hoop net on the end of it, large enoungh to contain
the ball. Before they begiuthe play, they lay off
sbout halfa mile distance in a clear plain, and the
cpposite parlies all attend at the centre, where a
clisinterested person casts up the ball, then the op-
posite parties all contend forit.  If any ene gets it
intp his uet, he runs with it the way he wishes it to
30, and they all pursue him. If one of the oppo-
site party overtakes the person with: the ball, he
sives the staff a stroke which canses:it to.ily out ef
the net; then they have another debate forit; and
il the one that gets it can outrun all the opposite
parly, and can carry it quite outf, or over the line
at the end, the game is wan: but this seldom bap-
pens, “rlwn any one is running away with the
hall, “and-is like to be overtaken, he commonly
{hrows it, and with this instrament can cast it fifty
or sixty yards. Sometimes when the ball s almost
at the one end, matters will take a sudden turn, and
the: epposite paty may quickly carry it out at the
other end. Often times they will work a long while
back and forward before they can get the ball over
the line, or win the game.
About the first of J une, 4757 the warriors were
preparing to go to war, in the Wiyandoet, Pottowa-
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fomy, and Ottawa towns, also a great many Jibe-

was came down from ' the upper lakes; and afier
singing their war songs and going through thejr
sommon  ceremonies, they marched off against the
frontiers of Virginia, Mary]amliang! Pennsylvania, i Al
in their usual man ner, singing the travelling sons, 3 16
slow firing, &c.

On the north side of (he river
posite to Fort Detroit, there is an island, which the il
Indians call the Eong Tsland, and which they sey ] /%8
is above one thousand miles long, and in some ply-
ces above one hundred miles broad.  'They furthey
say, that the great river thaf comes down by Cans-
satauga and that emplics info (e m
St. Laurence, ahove Monireal, gr
source, with the St,
and. v Sl
- Opposite to Betroit, and below it, was originakiy g
a: prairi'e,*-’-ﬁiiﬂ:-*-l;a?iﬂ-l!rbﬁ}gj;u,_-],g,,ts_- about sixiy roods
broad, and a great length: each lof js divided infc

two fields, which they cultivate year abont. The e
principal grain that the French raised in these fiolds '?'_]f'"i
was spring wheat, and peas.

They built all their houses on the fr

ont of tho:o
lots onthe river side; and as the banks of the rives
are very low, some of the Housesare not above thyes

or four feet above the surfuce of the water; yet they -l e
are in no danger of being - disturbed by freshiesy as
the river seldom rises above eighteen inches; .
cause it is the communication, of the river St. [,an.
rence, from one lake to another.

St, Laurence; op-

ain: branch of -
iginates from ome ide -
Fayrence, aud forms this ist.
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As dwolling houses, parns, and stables are- all
pailt on the front of these lots; at a distance 1it-ap-
- pears hke a continued row of houses in a town, on
~ each side of the river fora long way. These yil-
{hé river and the plains, being all
Afford a most delightful prospect.
drinkthe river wa-
ward it is very

lages, the town,
in view at once,

The inhabitants here chiefly
ter: and as it comes from the north

~wholesome. o .

The land here is principally second rate, and
comparatively speaking, a gmall part is first or third
rate; though about four or five miles south of De-
troit, there is assmall portion that is worse than what

I would call third rate, which produces abundance

of hurtle berries.

‘There is plenty of 00
and a great many marshes that are overspread with
The timber is elm, sugar-iree, black-ash,
hickory,and gome wal

1 meadow ground here,

water.
abundance of wafter ash, oak,
About the mlﬁﬁlﬁo? ,"'Eﬁme the Indians were al-
mostall gone to war, from sixteen to sixty; yet Te-

nained in town with me. Thougli

caughretanego rerx
" he had formerly, When they were al war with the

southern nation been a great WaITior; and an emi-
nent counsellor, and I think as clear and as abled
reasoner upon any subject that he Had an epporit-
nity of heing acquainted with,
hie had all along been against this
gtrenuqusly opposed it In councik,

war, and had
He gaid if th®

as T ever kuew; yei §
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English and French had a quarrel let them fight
their ownbaltles themselves; it is net anr business
to intermeddle therewith. - e
Before the warriors refurned we were very scarce
of provision: and though we did not commonty steal
fram one anothers yet we stole duving this time any
thing that weeonld eat from the French, mader the
sotion” that it was just forus to do so3 becaus '
supported their soldiers; and our squaws, old men
and children were snffering on the account of the
war, 88 our hunters were all gone, o
Some time in August-the warriors returned, and
brought in with {hent a great many “scalps, prison=
ers, horsés and plunder; and the common Teport a-
mong the youngwarriors, was, that they would en-
{irely subdue Tulhasaga, that 1s the English, orit
might be literally rendered the. Morning Light i
habitants. =
ﬁb&utthe first of November a number of faniilies
Were preparing foligaion theix winter kunt, aud 41l
agreed to cross the lake tozether. W¢ encamped
at the moutli 6f the river the first niglit, and a coun-
it was el whiether sve would cross through by
the (ives islands, er:coast it round the lake, These
fslands lie if‘a line acvoss tie lake, and ave just in
sight of eich  oiligit - Some of the Wyandots or
Ottawas frequentiy make thelr w inter liuat on these
islands. 'Though excepling. wild fowl and fish,
there is seatcely ity game liete but raccoons which
are ﬁﬁ:}}zin'gly pleaty, anS% ' excc&d-iﬁg‘-i}gggi@?&%ﬂ?fa (5
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as they feed upon the wild rice, which Zrows in a»
bundance in wet placcs round these islands.” Xt is
said that each hunter in one winter will catch one
thousand raccoons.

It is a received opinion among the Tndians that
the snakes and raccoons are transmutable; and that
a great many of the snakes turn raccoons every fall,
and raccoous snakes every spring. . I'his notien is
founded on ebservations made on the' snakes and
raccoons in this island.

‘As the raccoons here lodge inrocks, the trappers
make their wooden traps at the meuth of the holes;
and as they go daily to look at their traps, in the
winter seasen, they commonly find them filled with
raccoons; but in the spring or when the frost is out
of the ground, they say, they then find their traps
filled with large rattle snakes. = And therefore con-
clude that the raccoons are tramsformed. 'They alt
%0 say that the reason why they are so remarkably
plenty in the winter, is, e\rery fd.ll thc ana.l{es turn
raceoons again. AN

1 told them’ thatﬂtlreugh I lmll never landed on
any of these islands, yet from the unanimous ac-
counts I had received, I believed that both snakes
and raceoons were plenty there; but-no doubt they
all xemained there both summer and winter, only
the snakes were not to be seen in the latter; yet I
4lid not.believe that they were transmutable.

These islands are but seldom visited; because
early in tho spring and late iu the fall it is danger-
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wus sailing in the bark canoes; and in the summer
they are so infested with various kinds of serpents,
(but chiefly rattle snakes) that it is dangeroua land.-

][10‘ g j
I shall now quit this digression, and return to
the result of the council at the mouth of the river.
We. concluded to coast it round the lakes, and in

two days came to the mouth of the Miami of the

lake, and landed on cedar point, where we remain-
ed several days. = Here we held a council, and'coti-
cluded we would take a drmng hunt in concert,
and in partnership. .

The river in this place is about a mile broad,
and “as it and the lake forms a kind of neck,

which terminates in a point, all the hunters (\‘rhlch'

were §3) went up the river, and we scattered our-
selves. from the river to the lake, When we first
began fo move we were not in sight of each other,
but as we all raised the yell, wé could move regu-
larly together by the noise. At length we came in
sight of each other and appeared to be marching in
good order; hefore we eame to the point, both the.
squaws and boys in the canoes were scattered up
the mver, and along the lake, to prevent the deer
from making their escape by water. As we ad-
vanced near the point the guns began to crack slow~
lys and: after some time the firing was like a htﬂe
engagement.. The squaws and boys were busy
tomahawkmg the deer in the water, and we shoot-
ing them down on the land. We killed in all 2-
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buut tlmty deer; though a’great many made thm
“escape by water.

We had now great feasting and rejoicing, as we
had plenty of fiomony, venison and wild fowl. The
geese at this fime appeared to he pwpmmg to move
southward. 1t might be asked what is meant by
the geese prepmmg to move? The Indians repre-
Sent them as holding a great council af this “time
concerning the weather in order fo conclude upon
a day, (hat they may all at or near one time leave
the northern lakes, and wing their way to fhe souih-
ernbays, When matlers are broughtto a conclu-
sion and the time . appointed that they are to take
wingz, then they say, agreat number of expresses
‘are sent off, in order to let the differént tribes know
the result of this council, that they may be all in
rea(]mess to move at the tlfﬂe &ppmnted As there
is 4 grmt commotion among the geese at this time,
it would appear by their actions, that such a eounn-
¢il had been. ht,ld _Cerlain 1t 1s, that they are led
by msfmcf to *161: in concart and to move off regular-
Iy aiter thelr Teaders.

‘Here our company separated. 'T'he chief part of
them went up the Miami river, that empties into
fLakc hue, at cedar point, whilst we proceeded on
our Joumey in cgmpany with ’leca.uwmetanegu
Tonlileaug o, and two families of the W yandots.

- As cold weather wasnow approaching, we began
0 feel {hie doleful effects of extravagantly and fool-
qsh]v spending the Targe quantity of beayer we had
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taken in our last winter hunt. We were all near{y
in the same circumstances, scarcely one had a shirt
to his back; but each of us had an old blanket which
we belted round us in the day, and slept in at
night, with a deer or bear skin under us for our
bed. _ . e
When we came to the LLHG of Sandusky, we ¢ bn*
ried our birch bark canees as usual, at a large bu-

248

rying place for that purpose, a little below the falls.,

At this place the river falls about eight feet over a
rock, but not perpendicular. With much difficulty
we pushed up our wooden canoes, some of us went
up the river, and the rest by land with the horses;
until we came to the great meadows or prairies that
Tie Detween baudusl{y and Sciota. .
When we came to this place we met with Somg.
Ottawa hunters, and agreed with them to take,

1"':‘?113!" they call a ring hunt, in partuership. We

waited until we expected rain was nearly falling to
extinguish the fire, and then we kindled a large
eircle in the prairvie. At this time, or before the
bucks began to run a great number of deer lay con-
cealed in the grass in the day, and moved about in
the night; but as the fire burned in towards the cen-
ire of the cirele, the deer fled before the fire: the
Indians were scattered also atsome distance before
the five, and shot them down every oppottunity,
which was very frequent, especially as the circle
became small.  When we came to divide the deer,,
there were above ten to_each hunter, which were
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a1l Killed in a few hours. The rain did tot come.

on that night to put out the out-side circle of the
fire, and as the wind arose, it extended through the
whole prairie which was about fifty miles in length,
and in some places near twenty in breadth. Thig
put an end to our ring bunting this season, and was
in other respects an injury to us in the hunting bu-
sinessy 80 that upon the whole we received more
harm tl;_ail__ll_,gqg.ﬁt; by enrcrapid hunting frolic. We
ihen moved from the north end of the glades, and
encamped at the carrying place. S

This place is.id the plains betwixt a creek thal
empliés into the Sandusky, and one that runs into
Sciota: and at the time ofhigh water, or in the
spring season, there is but.about one half mile of
portage, and that very level, and clear of rocks,
{imber or stones; so that w1t.h a little digging there
may he wafer carried the whole way from Suuta trJ:
Jake Etie. :

From the mmlth of Sandusky fo the falls is ‘chief-
1y first rate hmi lying flat or level, intermixed
with large bodies of clear meadows, where the
cvass is exceeding rank, and in many places three
or four feet high.  The timber is oak, hickory,
walnut, cherry, black ash, elm, sugar-trée, buck-
oye, locustand beech.. In some places there is wet
{imber land—the timber in these places is chiefly
water-ash, sycamore, or. button wood.

From the falls to the praivies, the land lies well
to the san, it is neither too flat nor too. hilly—and

DY ke
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chiefly first rate.
below the falls,

alse here, some plats of beech land, that-appears to

be second rafe, as it frequently produces spice-
Wood. Tlie praivieappears to he 2 telerable fertile
soil, though in many places too wet for qq}_t;is'a(;i_pnb;
yet X apprehend it would produce timber, wepe it
only kept from fire, _ o

The Indians ave of the opinion that the.srltlii'l'elé
Plant all the timber; as they bury a number of nuts
for food, ang only one at a place. ' '

When a squirrel js killed,
nuts thus buried will grow,

I have obseryed that when these prairies haye
only escaped fire for one Year, near ﬁ'her_g_a__:_a single
tree stood, there Was a young growth of timbey
Suppesed to be planted by the squirrels; but whep
the prairies were again burned, all ¢his Young
growth was immediately consumed; as the fire ys.
ges 1 thegl'lsg,‘laﬂsnf‘mﬂ fﬁttﬁh, that 'n-uiﬁbzhrs' of
faccoons are thereby burned to death.

On the west side of the Prairie, or betwixt that:
and Sciota, there is a large bod
the timber,walnut, locust, sugar-tree, buckeye, chop.
Iy, ash, elm, mulber;

'Ys plamhb trees, Spicewood,
hlack-haw, red-haw, oak and hickory,

About the time the bucks quit running, Topfi.
]eaugo’_his wife and children, ’I‘ecaughretanngo;-his
%on Nungany and myself Jof; the Wyandof ean, ps
atthe earrying place, ang crossed “the Sciota rivey

The timber nearly the same as

the various kinds of

txcepting the wafer ash. There IS
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at the south end of the glades, and
about a south-wes
Ollenfangy, which I believe
waters of the Miami, and emp
west side thereof. From the sout
rio to Ollentangy, there 15 & large
land, intermixed
made our winter hut,
i!lJlu'[lt"_lu_:’_" ' .

pmceé’ﬂéli‘-fé?
t course to a large crock called
interlocks with the
ties into Sciota on the
hend of the prai-
quantity of heech
with first rate land. Here we
and had considerable SUCCess

e time one of Tontileango’s step-sous;
(a lad about cight years of age) 0ﬁ'e.ﬁdedh1m, and
he gave theboy a moderate whipping, which much
displeased his W yandot wife. She acknowledged
that the boy was gﬁﬁi;y’ of a fault, but thought that
hie ought to have been ducked, whichis their “5,“3*_1
mode; of chasiisement. She said she qoul_d_;nolﬁ bear
1o have her son whipped li'ligii,"zt;éi‘iaiif,br glave—

and she was s0 displeased that when Tontileaugo

went.out to hunt, she got her two l}_qrscs,‘:?.g?d&{j
her effects. ( a.@i_%é@g_;ggyfqtyx.Lhe-_hus_"ﬁ!i 1d and wife
have separate interests) and moved back to the Wy-
andot.camps that we had left.

When Tontileango returned, he Wwas much dis-
fingbed on hearing of his wife’s elopement, and said
that he would never go after her were it not that he
was afraid that she would gct_bnwihltired. and that
his children that she had taken with her might suf-
for. Tontileaugp went after his wife, and when they.

metithey made up the
ed; but left Tecaughre

After som

tanego and his ‘gon, a (bo¥

quarrel, and ke never refurn-,

e ot et
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about ten years of age) and myself, who remained
here in our hat all winter. |
Tecanghretanego'who had been a first-raie wars
rior, statesman and hunter, and though he was now
.near sixty years of age, he was yet equal to the
common run of hunters, but subject to the rheuma-
tism, which deprived him of the use of his legs.

:Shortly after Tontileaugo left us, T ecaughre-

tanego became lame, and conld gcarcely walk out of
our hut for twomonths. 1 had considerable success
i hunting and trapping, Though Tecaughretan-
€go endured much pain and misery, yet he bore it
all with wonderful patience, and would often en-
deavor to entertain me with cheerful conversation.
Sometimes he'would applaud me for my diligence,
skill ‘and activity—and at other times o wonld
take great care in giving me instructions concerning
the hunting and trapping business. He would also
tell'me that if I failed of success, we would suffer
very m'uch,"ﬁé*'%é’-"ﬁ?e-r‘é*?a‘!jﬁu‘t"forty-miles from any
ene living, that we knew of; yet he would not inti-
mate that he apprehended we were in any danger,
but still supposed that I was fully adequate to the
task,

Tontileaugo left usa little before Christmas, and
from that until some time in February, we had al-
ways plenty of bear meat, venison, &ec. During
this time I killed much more than we could use, but
having no horses to carry in what T killed, T left

partof it i the weods. In February there came a
' 33
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snow, with a crust, which made a great noise whes
walking on it, and frightened away the deer; and
as bear and beaver were scarce here, We got entires
ly out of provision. After T had hented two days
without eating' any thing, and had very short al-
lowance for some days before, I veturned late in the
evening faint and weary. When L came into out
fiat, Tecaughretanego asked what success? 1 told
himnot any. Heasked me if 1 was not very hun-
gry? Ireplied that the keen appetite seemed to be
in some measure removed, but I was both faint and
sweary. He commanded Nunganey his little som,
te bring me something to eat, and he brought me a
kettle with some bones ant hroth—after eating &
few mouthfuls my appelite violently returned, and
1 thought the vietuals had amost agreeable relish,
though it was only fox and wild cat bones, which
lay about the camp, which the ravens and turkey
buzzards had picked—these Nunganey had ‘col-
lected and beiled, until the sinews that remained on
the bones would strip off. I speedily finished my
allowance, such as it was, and wheun I had ended
my siweet repast, Tecaughrelanego asked me how 1
fol® I told him that T was much refieshed. He
‘ben handed me his pipe and pouch, and fold me te
take a smoke. -1 did so. He said he had some.
thing of importance te tell me, if I was now com-
posed and ready te hear it. I fold him that I was
yeady to hear him: He said the reason why he
doferred his speech till now was because few mgw
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are in a right humor to hear good talk, when'they
are extremely hungry, as they are then generally
fretful and discomposed; hut as you appear now to
enjoy calmness and serenity “of mind, I will now
communicate to you the tl{ﬂ_ughts of my heart, and
those thiugs-thait’ I know tobe trne, -

¢Brorarr—As you have lived with the white
people, you have not had the same advantage of
knowing that the great being above feeds his peo-
ple, and gives them their meat in due season, as we
Indians have whe are frequently out of provisions,
and yet are wonderfully supplied, and that so fre-
quently that it is evidently the hand of the great
Owaneeyo* that deth this: whereas the white peo-
‘ple have commonly large stocks of tame eattle, that
they can kill when they please, and also their
barns and cribs filled with grain, and therefore
- have not the same opportunity of seeing and know-
ing 'liii&t-thegz;mq.ggﬁgggg\tgg by the ruler of Heaven
and Earth. P P

«Broraer—I know that'you'are now afraid that
we will all perish with hunger, but you have no
just reason to fear this.

¢sBroTHER—I have been young, but am new old.
1 have been frequently under the like circumstance
that we now are, and that some time or other in al-
most every year of my life; yet, L have hitherto been

~ ¥This is the name of God, in their tongue, and signifieg
the owner and ruler of all things.
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supported, and my wants supplied in time of need..
“Broruer—Owaneeyo some times suffers us te
be in want, in order to teach us our dependence up-
on him, and to let us know that we are to love and
serve him: and likewise to know the worth of the
favors that we receivey and to make us mere thang-
ful. ' :
éBroruer—Be assured that you will be supplied
with food, and that just in the right time; but yeu
must continue diligent in the use of means—go to
sleep, and rise early in the morning and'go a’hunt-
ing—Dbe strong and exert yourself like a man, and
the greaf spirit will direet your way.”
The next morning I went out, and'steered about

an east course. L proceeded on slowly for abont:

five miles, and saw deerfrequently, but asthe crust
on the snow made a great noise, they were always

running before I spied them, so that I could.nots

get ashot. A violent appelite 1eturned ‘and 1 be-

came intolerably hungry; it was now that I conclud-

ed I would ran off to Pennsylvania, my native
country. As the snow was on the ground, and In-
dian hunters almost the whole of the way before
me. Lhad but a poor prospect of making my escape;
but my case appeared desperate. I I staid here I
thought F would perish with banger, and if I met
with Indians, they could but kill me.

I then proceeded on as fast as T could walk, and
when I got about ten or twelve miles from our hut,

came upon frech buffaloe tracks—1I pursued aftexy
L
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and in a short time came in sight of them, as they
were passing through a small glade—I ran with
all my might, and headed them, where I lay in
ambush, and killed a very large cow. 1 immedi-
ately kindled a- fire and began to roast meat, but
could Mot wait till it was done—1 ate it almost raw.

When hunger was abated 1 began to be tenderly
concerned for my old Indian brother, and the little
boy T had left in a perishing condition. I made
haste and packed up what meat I could carry, se-
cured what I left from the wolves, and returned
homewards, |

L scarcely thought on the old man’s speech while
I was almost distracted with hunger, buton my re-
turn was 'much affected with it, reflected on myself
formy hard. heartedness andingratitude, in attempt-
ing'to run off and leave the venerable old man and
little 'bbjf"t’t')“'[iéﬁs-&*-'with&huﬂger. I also consider-
ed how remarkably the old man’s speech had been
verified in our providentially obtaining a supply. 1
thought also of that part of his speech which treated
of the fractious dispesitions of hungry people, whick
was the only excuse 1 had for my base inhumanity,
in attempting to leave them in the most deplorable
situation,

As it was moon-light, I got home to our hut, and
found the old man in his usual good humor. He
thanked me for my exertion, and bid me sit down,
as Imust certainly be fatigued, and he commanded
Nunganey fo make haste and cook. I told him [
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swould cook for him, and let the boy lay some mieat
on the coals for himself, which he did; bat ate. it al-
most raw, as I had done. - 1 immediately hung on
ihe kettle with some water, and cut the beef in thin
glices, and putthem in: when it had boiled awhile,
1 proposed taking it off the fire, but the old man re-
plied; “let it be done enongh.”? “This he said in as
patient and anconcérned a manner, as if he had not
syanted asingle meal, He commanded Nunganey
to eat no more heef at that time,least he might hurt
himself; but told him to sit down, and afler some
tinie  hie mighé sup seme broth—this' command he
yeluctantly obeyed.

When we were'all xefreshed, Tecaughretanego
delivered a speech-upon the necessity.and, pieasure
* of receiving the necessary suppoxts of life with
‘{hankfulness, knowing that Onaweeyo is the great
gi\'ler. Such speeches from an Indian, may be
theught by those who are unacquainted. avithsthem,
altogether incredible; but when we reflect on the In-
Jian war, we may readily conclude that they. are
not an ignorant or stupid sorb of people, or they
woiild not have been such fatal enemies. W hen
they came info our country they eutwitted us; and
ywwhen. we cent armies into their country, they out-
ceneralled, and beat us with inferior force. Let us
2leo take into consideration that "Pecanghretanego
was no common persen, butl was:amons the Indians,
a8 Socrates in' the ancient Heathen world; and it
may be, equal to*him, if'not in wisdom and learn-
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ing, yet perhaps in patience and fortitude. Not=

withstanding Tecaughretanego’s uncommon natur-
al abilities, yet in the sequel of this history you will
see the deficiency of the light of nature, unaided by
revelation, in this truly great man.

The'next morning Tecaughretanego desired me
to go back and bring anothier load of buffaloe beef:
as I proceeded to:do so, about five miles {from our
hut I found abeartreée.” As-a sapling grew near
the free, and reached near the hole that the bear
went in at, T got dry dozed or rotten wood, that
would catch and holdfice almest as well as spunk.
This wood 1 tied up in bunches, fixed them on my
back, and then climbed up ihe sapling, and with a
pole, 1 put them touched with fire, into the hole,
and then came down and-took my-gunin my hand.
After some time the bear came out, and L killed and
skinned it, packed up a load of the meat, (after se-
curing the remainder from. the wolves).and return-
ed home before night. 'On my returnmy -old broth-
er and his son were much rejolce d at my suceess,
After this we had plenty of provision.

W é remained here until some time in April 4758,
At this time Tecaughretanego. had recoyered <o,
that he conld walk abeut.. We made a bark canoe;
embarked; and’ went down Ollentangy some dis-
tance, but the water being low, we were.in danger

of splitting our canoe on the rocks: therefore Te-
canghretanego concloded we should encamp on

shore, and pray for rain.
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When we encamped, Tecanghretanego -madg
himself a sweat-house; which he did by sticking
anumber of hoops in the ground, each hoop forming
a semi-circle—this he covered all round with blank-
ets and  skins; he then prepared hot stones, which
he rolled into thisthut, and then went into it himself,
with a little kettle of water in -his hand, mixed with
a variety of herbs, which he had formerly cuved,
and had now with him in his pack—they afforded
an odoriferous perfume. ‘When he was in, he told
me to pull down the blankets behind him, and coy-
er up clese, which T did, and then he began te
pour water upon the hot stones, and to sing aloud.
He continned in this vehement hot place about fif-
teen minutes: all this'he did in order to purify him«
self before he would address the Supreme Being,
When he came out of his sweat-house; he began to
Burn tobacco and pray. He began each petition
with oh, ho, ko, ko, which is a kind of aspiration,
and signifies an ardent wish. 1 observedswthatsall
his petitions were only for immediate, or presemt
temporal blessings.  He began his address by
thanksgiving, in the foollowing manner:

0 great being! I thank thee that L have obtain-
ed the use of my legs again, that 1 am able to walk
about and kill turkeys, &c. without feeling exquis
site pain and misery: I know that thou art a hear-
¢r and a helper, and therefore I will call upon thee.

§Oh, ho. ho, ho,

“Girant that my koees and ankles may be right
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well, and that T may be able, not only to walk; but
to run, and to jump logs; as I did last fall.
““Oh, ho, ho, ho,

&Grant that on this voyage we may frequently
kill bears, as they may be crossmg the Scioto and
Sandusky. b eV

-4 0Oh, ho, Iw, lio,

¢‘Girant that we may kill plenty of Turkeys-a-

long §he.ba.nks, to stew with our fat bear meat.
“Oh, ta, ho, he,

¢“SGrant that rain may come fo raise the Ollen~
tegany about two ‘or three-feet, that we may cross
in safety down to Sciote, without danger of our ca-
. noe beingiwrecked on the rocks: and now, O great
heing! thon Lknowest how  matters stand—thow

knowest that L am-a great lover of tobacco, and

though I know not when 1 may get-any more, I
now. make a present of the last I have unto thee,
as a free burnt. offering; therefore I expect. thou
wilt. hear and grant those requests,’and T thy ser<
vant will return thee thanks, and love thee for thy,
gifts.”?

During the whole of this scene T sat by Fecaugh~
refanego, and as he went throngh it with the great-
est solemnity, T was seriously affected with his
prayers. . 1 remained duly composed until he came
to the burning of the tobacco, and as I knew that
he was a great lover of it, and saw him cast the
Jast of itinto the fire, it excited in me a kind of mer-

riment, and I insensibly smiled. Tecaughretane-
8%
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2o observed me laughing, which displeased him,
and oceasioned him to address me in the following
manuoers ° :

“BrorHEr—I have somewhat to say to you, and
L hope you will not be offended when 1 tell you of
youp faulte: - You know that when you were read-
ing your books in town, I would notlet the boys or
any onedisturb you; but now when I was praying,
Lsazeyon THughing: T do not think. that youn look
upon prayingas a foolish thing; 1 believe you pray
yourself.  But perhaps you may think my mode,
or-manner of prayer foolishs if so, you ought in a
friendly manner to instruct me, and not make sport
of saered;things.”

I ackiiowledged my @itor, aud on this he hand-
ed-me his pipe to smoke, in token of friendship and
reconciiation; “though at that time he had-nothing
tosmolesy utved-willow bark. T told him seme-
thingrof the method of reconciliation with an offend-
ed:&zod, as revealed in my Bible, which 1 had.thenss
in-my: possession. - He said-that e liked my steo-
vy better than “that of “the French priest, but he
thought that he-was now too old to begin to learn a
new religion, therefore he should continue to wor-
ship.God in the way that he had been taught, and
that if salvation or future happiness was to-be had
in his way ofworship, he expected he would oh-
tain-if, and if if was inconsistent with the honor of
the-Great Spirit ta accept of him in his own way of
worship,.he hoped.that Owaneeyo would accept of
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him in the way T had mentioned, orin some other
way, though he might new he ignorant of the chan-
nel through which faver o mercy Iﬂl“ht be convey-
ed. He said that he beheved Owaneeyo would
hear and help every one that smcerelg w alted upoh
him. -

Here we may see fow far the hﬂ'ht of nature
could gos perhaps we see it here alamost in its high-
est extent. Notmlhstandmb the just views that
this” great man entertained of Providence, yet-we
now see him (though he acknowledged his guilt)
expecting to appease the Deity, and procure his fa-
vor, by burning a little tobacco. - We may. ebserve
iha:t all"Heathen nations, as far as we can find out
cither by tradition or the Tight of N ature, agree with
Revelation in this, that sacrifice is necessary, or
that some kind of atonement is to be made, in order
to ramove,g_,llt and reconcile them to Godi _h’I_‘hls,
accompanied With i numberless other “Witnesscs,. is
sufficient evidence of the rationality and truth of the
Scripfures.

Here we must close the Narrative of Conongr Swurra, as

ur limits will not permit us to publish it in full, ~For an
account of the general character of the Indians, the reader
is refered to theappendix which has also_been extiacted
from Cqlonel Smith’s pamphlet,




APPENDIX,

ON THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS
OF THE INDIANS.

Tae Indians are a slovenly people in their dress. They
aeldom ever wash their shirts, and in regard to cookery
they are exceeding filthy.  When they kill a buffaloe
they will sometimes lash the paunch of it round a sap-
ling, and cast it'into the kettle, boil it and sup the broth;
though they.commonly shake it about in cold water, then
beil and eat it. - Notwithstanding all this, they are very
polite 1n their own way, and they retain among them,
the essentials of good ‘manners; though they have few
compliments, yet they are complaisant to one another,
and when accompanied with good humour and discretion,
they énterfain-strangers in the best manuner their cireum-
stances will admit. ‘Phieyuse but few titles of hanor.
In the military line, the titles of greatumen-arc only cap-
tains or leaders of parties. In the civil line, the titles are
wonly counsellors, chiefs, or the old wise men.. “Fhese ti-
tles aresneversmade use of in addressing any of their
great men. The Janguage commonly made use of in
addressing them, 18, Grandfather, Father, or Uncle. They
have nosuch'thing in use among them, as Sir, Mr, Mad-
am_or Mistress. The common.anedesefsaddress;is, my
Friend, Brothen, Cousin;or- Mother, Sister, &c. They
pay great respect to agejor to the aged Fathers and
Mothers among them, of every rank. No one can arrive
at apy place of honor, among them, but by merit. Either
some exploit in war must be performed, before any one
can be advanced in the military line, or become eminent
for wisdom before they can obtain a seat mn council. It
would appéar to the Indians a most ridiculous thing to
see a man lead off a company of warriors, as an ofiicer,
who had himself never been in a battle 1n his life: even
in case of merit, they are slow in advaneing any one, un-
til they arrive at or uear middle-age.

They invite every one that comes to their house or
camy, to eat, while they have any thing to give; and it is
accounted bad manners to refuge eating, when nvited.
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“They are very fenacious of their old mode of «dressing

and painting, and do not change their fashions as. we do.
They are very fond of tobacco, and the men almost all
smoke it mixed with sumach leaves or red willow bark,
pulverized; though they seldom use it any other way.
They malce use of the pipe also as a token of love and
f:'it:]‘]dsl:ip. oty = et iz

In courtship they also differ from us. - It 1S a common
thing amongtherti for a young woman, if in love to make
Suit.to @ young man: though the first address may be by
the-man; yet the othéris the most common. 'Fhe squaws
are generally very immodest in their words and actions,
and will often putthe young men to the blush, 'Phe men
eommonly appear to be possessed of much more modesty
than the women; yet I have been acquainted with some
young squaws that appeared really modest: genuine it
lust be, as they were under very little: restraint in the
channel of edueation or custom,

When the Indians meet one another, instead/of saying,
how. do youwsdojsthey commonly salute in the following

manner—you are my friend—the reply. is, truly friend, I
am your friend—onr, cousin, you yet-exist—the reply 18,

certainly I'do. They have their children under tolerable
command: seldom ever whip them, and the;r common

made of chastening, is by ducking themin cold water=.

therefore their children are more obedient in the winter
season, than they are 1n the SUMMer: though they are
then not so often ducked. They are a peaceable people,
and. scarcely ever wrangle or scold, when sober; but
they are very.mueh addicted to drinking, and men and
women will become basely intoxicated, if they can, by a-
ny means, procure or obtain spirituous liquor; and then
they are commonly either extremely merry and Kind, or
very turbulent, ill-humoured, and disorderly,

——p 2 CE——

ON THEIR TRADITIONS AND RELL
GIU_US SENTIMENTS.
As the family that I was adopted into was intermarried
with the Wyandots, and Ottawas, three tongues' weve
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commonly spoken,vizrCanghnewaga, or-what the Frencl
call. Iroque, also the Wyandot and Oftawa;™ by ‘this
means I haill an opportunity of learning these three
tongues; and I found that these nations Vaned in their
traditions-andl opinions concerning religion; and ‘even
numbers of the same nation differed widely in" thé&ir reli-
blouh sentiments. - Their traditions aréwvégue, whimsi-
cal ;fomantic, and many.of them scarce wor rth lchtmﬁ'
and not any of them reach back to the-ereation of the
world., lie Wyandots come the nearest to this. They
tell of a squaw that was found when an infant, in the wa-
ter, in a canoe inade of bull-rushes: this squaw becamnie
@ g’reat pmph&tﬁess and did many wonderful things; she
furned water-info dry land, and at length-made:this con-
tinent, which was, at that time, only a very small island,
and bat a few Indians in it. T]aouwh they were then but
fey they had not sufficient room:to hunt; therefore this
squaw went to.the waier side, and pi'"twd that this little
island might be enlarsed. The great being then heard
Lier prayer, and sent szrmt numbers of ‘Water Fortoises
and Muskrats which bronght with - them juud and*other
w:zumnla, for_enlarging llua island,-and by this- means,
m:,y say, 1t was enoreased to the size that:at now- re-
mains; therefore -they say, that the white people ought
t to encroach upon them, or take theirland from them
?. ause their great-grand-mother madesitassiPleyisay,
tHat.about th; time the ang(-‘]s or he&venlv 1nhub1t1nts,
=s thr-v “call them, frequeht]y visited them and talked with
heir forefathers; and gave directions how to pray, and
how {o-appease the great being when he was offenided.
TFitey told them they were to offer sacrifige, burn fobac-
co, buffaloe and deer bopes; but that-they avere not to
biarn-bears* or raccoons’ bonesin sacrifice.

The Oftawis say, that theré are tivo great beings that
yule and govern the universeswhosare at war with each
utin:-.r; the one they call JWanefo, and the other JMaiche-

wenetn. They say that Manetois all kindness "and love,
and {hat Matcliemaneto: is an evil spirif, that delights in

doing mischief; and some of them think, that they are
equal in power; andtherefore worship the evil qpilii out
of a‘principle of fear. Others doubt whichof the two
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may be the most power(ul,

keep in favour with both, by
kind of worship.  Other
great'cause and therefore
preme,and ought to be ad

and  therefore endeavour 1o

giving each of them some
§ say that Maneto is the fipst
must be all powerful and sy -
ored and worshipped; where-
as Matchemaneto ought to be rejected and despised,

Those of the Ottawas that worship the eyil spirit, pre=
tend to be great conjurors. I think if there. is any such-
thing now in the world as witcheraft, it is among these
people. “Thave been told wonderful stories concerping
their-proceedings; but never waseye witness to any thing
that appeared evidently supernatural,

Sowe of the Wyandots and Cay
be Roman Catholics; but even

notions of their ancestors. Those of them who reject the
Roman Catlolic religion, hotd that there is one great
first cause, whom they call Owaneeys; that rules and gov-
erns the Universe, and takes care of his ereatures, ra-
tional and irrational, and gives them thein food .in due
season, and.hears the prayers of all those that call upon

erefore just and reasgnahle to.pray, and:-

ghnewagas profess to
these retain many of the

him; therefore it is but
offer sacrifice to this great being, and to dosthose things
that are pleasing in his sight; but they differ widely: in
what is pleasing or displeasing to this great being. Some
hold that following fiature or their own’propensities s
the way to happing 8, and cannot: be displeasing (o the,
deity, because he delights N the happiness of his crea-
tures, and does nothing in vain; but gave these disposi-
tions with a design to lead to happiness, and therefore
they ought to be foliowed. = Gthers reject this opinion
altogether; and say that following their own propensities
in this manner, is neither the means of happiness nor the
way.to please the deity.
Tecaughretanego was of opinion that folloy
in a limited sense was reasonable and right. . He saigd
that most of the irrational animals by following their nat-
ural propensities, were led to the greatest pitch. of haps
piness thattheirnatures and the world they lived in would
tdmit of. ~He said that mankind and the ratile snales
had evil dispositions, that led them to injure themselves
and others. He gave instances of this, ' fle said he ha#

vihg nature
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a puppy that he did not intend to raise, and. in‘order to
try an experiment, lic tyed this puppy on a pole and held
st to a rattle snake, which bit 1t several times; that he
observed the snake shertly after rolling:about apparent-
lyin great misery, so that it appeared to have poisoned
itsell as well as the puppy. ‘The other instance he gave
wwas concerning himsell, He said that when he was a
young man, he was yvery fond of the women, and at
length got the venereal disease, so thatbyfollowing this
propensity, he was led to injure himself and ethers. He
said our happiness depends on our using OUE reason, n
order to suppress-ihese evil dispositions; butavhen: our
propensities neither lead us to injure oursclves nor oth-
ers, we might with safety indulge them, gr even- pursue
them as the means of happiness.

The Indians generally, are of opinion that-there are
great numbers of inferior Deities, which they call Car-
reyagaroona, which signifies the” Heavenly Inhabitants.
These beings they suppose are employed as assistants in
managing the affairs of the universe; “and.in. inspecting
the actions of men; and that even the irrational ‘animals
are.engagedinyiewing their actionsyand bearng intelli-
gence to the Gods. ~ The eagle, for this purpose, with
her keen eye, is soaring about in the day, and the owl,
with lier nightly eye, perched on the trecs around-their
camp in the night; therefore, whendheysebsenyeithesen-
gle or.the owl near, they immediately offer saerifice, or
burn tobacco, thatthey may have a good report o carry
to the Gods. . They say that there are also areat numbers
of evil spirits, which they call Onasaliroong, whichisigni-
fies the Iuhabitants of the Lower Region: “Lhese they
say arc cmployed in disturbing the world,sand: the aood
gpirits always going after them, and setting things right
so that they are constantly working in opposition to each
other. Some talk of a future state,but-not with any cer-
tainty; at- best their notions are vague. and unsettled.
Others deny a future state altogether, and say that after
death they neither think or live.

As the Cauglnewagas and the six nations speak near-

1y the came language their theology. is also nearly alike.

When I met with the Shawanees or Delaiwares, as [ cquld
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not speak their tongue, I spoke Ottawa to them, and as
it bore some resemblance to their language, we undep-
stood each other in some ¢ommon affairs, but as I could
only converse with them very imperfectly, I cannot from
my own knowledge, with any certainty, give any account
of their theological vpinions..

ON THEIR POLICE OR CIVIL GOV-
ERNMENT.

I have often heard of Indian kings, but never saw any.
How any term used by the Indians in their own tongue,
for the chief man of a nation, could be rendered King, I
know not. The chief of a nation, is neither a supreme
ruler, monarch or potentate. He can neither make war
or peace, leagues or freaties. He cannot impress soldiers,
or dispose of magazines. He cannot adjourn, prorogue
or dissolve a general assembly, nor can he refuse his as-
sent to their eonclusions, or in any manner controul
them.”"With them there is no such a thing as hereditary
succession, title ef nobility or royal blood, even talked of.
The chief of a nation, even with the consent of his as-
sembly, or council, cannet raise one shilling of tax off
the citizens, but only receive what they please to give as
free and voluntary donations. The chief of a nation has
to hunt for his living;"as*any other eitizen. How then
can they with any propriety-be called kings? T apprehend
that the white people were formerly so fond of the name
of kings, and so ignorant of their power, that they con-
cluded the chief man of a nationmust be a king.

As they are illiterate, they consequéently have no writ-
ten code of laws. What they execute as laws, are either
old ‘customs, or the immediate result of new councils.
Some of their ancient laws or customs are very perni-
cious, and disturb the public weal. Their vague law of
marriage is a glaring instance of this, as the man and
his wife are under no legal obligation to live together, if
they are both willing to part. They have little form, or
ceremony among them, in matrimony, but de like the Is-
vaclites of old—the ma% goes in unto the woman, and

3
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§he becomes his wife. —The years of puberty and the age
of consent, isabout fourteen for the women, and eigliteen
for {he men. Before I was taken by the Indians, I had
offen heard that.in the ceremony of marriage, the man
gave the woman a deer’s leg, and she gave him a red ear
of corn, signifying that she‘was to-keep him in bread,
and he was to keep her in meat, I enquired of them
concerning the truth of this, and they said they knew
nothing of it; further than that they had heard it was the
apeient . custom. among some. nations.  Their frequent
changing of partners prevents propogation, creates dis-
turbances, and often occasions murder and bloodshed;
though this.is commonly committed under the pretence
of being drunk. Theirnot punishing crimes committed
when intoxicated with spirituous liquors, or their admit-
ting one crime as an excuse for another, is a very unjust
law or custom.

The extremes they run info in dividing the necessaries
of life, are hurtful to the public weal; thongh their diyi-
ding meat when hunting, mayanswer a valuable purpose,
as one family may have success one daygsand the other
the. next: but their carrying. this cnstom to the toWwnsors
1o agriculture, is siriking at the sootsofindustty, a9 in=
dustrious persons oughtto be rewarded, and the lazy
suffer for their indolence.

They have scarcely any penal laws: the principal pun=
jshment is degrading;.even murder is not _pumshediby
any. formal.law, only -the friends. of the murdered are at

liberty to stay: thie murderer, if some atonement is not

made. Their not annexing penalties to their laws, 18
perhaps not as great a crime, or.as unjust and eruel, as
the bloody penal laws of England, which we have seo
long shamefully practised, and whichare in force in this
state, until our penitentiary house is finished, which is
now building, and then they are to be repealed.

Let us also take a view of the advantages attending Ine..
dian police. They are not.oppressed. or perplexed with
expensive litigation—They are not.injured by legal rob-
bery— They, have. no splendid villains that make thems
selves grand and great upon other peoples labor—They
have. neither church or state erected as money-making
muchipes:
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ON THEIR DISCIPLINE AND METHOW
OF WAR. -

I haveoften heard the British officers call the Indians
the undisciplined savages, which 1s a capital mistake, as
they have all the essentials of discipline. They.are un-
der good command and punctualin obeying orders: they
canaet in concert, and when their officerslay aplan-and
give orders, they will cheerfully umite in putting all.theu~
directions into immediate execution; and by each .man
observing the motion or movementof his right hand com-
panion, they can communicate the motien from right to
left, and march a breast.in concert, and in scattered or-
der, though the line may be more than a mile long, and
continue if occasion requires, for a considerable distance,
without disorder or confusien. They can perform Vari-
ous necessary maneuvres; either slowly, or as fast as they
can run: they can form a circle, or semi-circles the cir-
cle they'make use of, in order to surround their enemy,
and the semi-circle if the enemy has.a river on.one side
of them. They can also forma-largeshollow squareyface
out and take trees: this they do, if their enemies are a-
bout surrounding them, to prevent being shot from-either
side of the tvee.  When they go into battle they are not
loaded or encumbered with. many clothes; as they.com-
monly fight naked, save only breech-clout, leggins and
mockasons. There is no such thing as- corporeal pun-
jshment used, in order to bring thew under such good
discipline; degrading is the only chastisement, and they
are 50 unanimous in this, thatit effectually answers the

urpose. Theirofficers plan, order and conduct matters
until they are brought into action, and then each man 1is
to fight as though he was to gain the battle himself. Gen-
eral orders are commonly given in time of battle, either
to advance or retreat, and is done by a shout or yell,
which is well understood, and they retreat or advance in
concert. - They are generally well equipped, andexceed-
ing expert and active in the use of arms. Could it be
‘supposed that undisciplined troops could defeat Gener-
als Braddock, Grant, &c? It may be said by some that
the French were also engaged in this war: true, they
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were; yet I know it was the Indians that Jaid the plam,
and with small assistance, put it*into execution. The
Indians had no-aid from the French or any other power,
when they besieged Fort Pitt in the year 1763, and cut
off the communieation for a considerable ‘time, between
that post and Fort Loudon; and would have defeated
General Bouquet’s army, (who were on.their way to raise
the siege). had.it not-been for the assistance ofithe Vir-
ginia volunteers. They had no British troops with them
when they defeated Colonel Crawford, nearthe Sandusky,
in the time of the American war with Great Britain; or
when they defeated Colonel Loughrie, on the Ohio, near
the Miami, on his way to meet General Clarke: this was
also in the time of the British war. It was the Indians
alone that defeated ColonelTodd, in Kentucky, near the
Blue Licks, in the year 1782; and Colonel Harmer, be-
twixt the Ohio and Lake Erie, in the year 1790, and Gen-
eral St. Clair,in the year 17915 and it is said there were
more of our men killed at this defeat, than thereswere in
any one battle during our contest with Great Britain.
"They had. no.aid when. they foughtievenithe Virginia ri-
fle-men almost a whole day, at the Great Kanhawa, in the
year 1774; and when they found they could not prevail
against the Virginians, they made a most artful retreat.
Notwithstanding they had the Ohioto.cress, some COm=
tinued fiving, whilst. others were crossing the miver; in
this manner they proceeded until they all got over, before
the Virginians knew they had retreated; and in this re-
treat they carried off all their wounded. In most of the
foregoing defeats, they fought with an inferior number,
though in this 1 believe it was not the case.

Let us take a view.of the benefits we have received, by
what little we have learned of their art of war, which
cost us dear, and the loss we have sustained for want of
it, and then seeif it will not be well worth our while to
retain what ave have, and also to endeavor to improve in
this nccessary branch of business. 'Though we have
made counsiderable proficiency in this line, and in_some
respects out-do them, viz. as marksmen, and in eutting
our tifles, and keeping them in good order; yet, Fappres
hend we are far behind in their manceuvres, or in being
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ableto surprize. May we not conclude that the progress
we had made in their art of war, contributed considera-
bly towards our success, in various respects, when con-
tending with Great Britain for liberty? Had the British
king attempted to enslave us before Braddock’s war, in
all probability he might readily have done it, because, ex-
cept the New-l]nn'hndelq who had former]y been en-

gaged in” war with the Indlam we were lln"l(‘('li'lll]tbd
with any kind of war: but after fighting such a _subtle
and barbarous enemy as the lndluns, we were not terrifi-
ed at the approach of British red-coats. Was not Bur-
goyne’s defeat %compl.ahmi in some measure, by the In-
dian mode of fighting? and did not General Mornan 8 ri-
fle-men, and many others, fight with great success, in
consequence of what they had learned of their art of war?
Kentueky would not have been settled at the time it was,
had the Virginians been altogether ignorant of this meth-
od of war.

In Braddock’s war, the frontiers were laid svaste, for
above three hundred mlles long, and generally abeouf L]ur
ty broad, excepting some thatsvere hving in forts, and
many hundreds, or perhaps thousands, I\ﬂlcd or m’tde
cﬁ.ptives and horses, and all kind of property carried off:
but in lhe next Indian war, though we had the same In-
dians to cope with, the frontiers almost all stood their
ground, because ﬂ]oj were by this time, in some meas-
ure '1(:{111“'.1'11{*(] with their mancuvres; and the want of
this, in the first war, was the cause of the loss of many
hundreds of our utlzws, and of much treasure.

Though large volumes have been written of morality,
yet it may be all summed up 1 saying, do as you would
wish to be done by: so the Il'll]]f.i.l]b sum up the art of war
in the following manner:

The business of the private warriors is to be undes
command, or punctually to obey orders—to learn to
march abreast in scattered order, so as to be in readiness
to surround the enemy, or to preventbeing surrounded—
to be good marksmen, and active in the use of arms—io
practice running—to learn to endure hunger or hard-
shipswith patience-and fortitude—to tell the truth at all
times to their officers; but more especially when sent
out to spy the-enemy.
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__ Concerning Officers,—They say that it would be absurd

to appoint 2 man an officer whose skill and courage had

never been tried—that all officers should be advanced on-

Iy according to merit—that no one man should have the:
absolute command of an army—that a-council of officers

are 1o determine when, and how an attack is'to be made—
that it is the business of the officers to lay plans fo take
every-advantage of the encmy—to ambush and surprize

them, and to prevent being ambushed and surprized

shemselves—it is the duty of officers to prepare and de-
liver speeches to the men, inorder to animate and encour-
age them; and on the march to prevent the men, at any
time, from getting into a huddle, because if the enemy
should surround them if this position, they would be ex«
posed fo the enemy’s fire.. It is likewise their busivess
at.all times to endeavor to annoy their enemy, and save
their. own men, and therefore ought never to -bring.on an
attack without considerable advantage, or without what
appeared to them the sure prospect of vietory, and that
with the loss of few men: and if at any time they shiould
be mistaken. in.this,.and are.likesto-lose many men by
gaining the victory, it is their duty to retreat, and waitf
for a better opportunity-of ‘defeating their enemy, with-
out the danger of losing so many men. Their conduct
proves that they act upon these principles, therefore it
s, that«from-Braddock’s warto the present time, they
have seldom ever made an unsuceessful attack. The
battle at the mouth of the Great Kanhawa, is the greafest
instance of this: and even then, though the Indians kill-
ed about three for one theylost, yet they retreated. The
loss of the Virginians in this action, was seventy killed,
and the same number wounded. The Indians lost twen-
ty killed on the field, and eight, who died afterwards, of
their wounds. This was the greatest loss of men that
I ever knew the ¥odians to susfain in any one battle.
They will commonly retreat if their men are falling fast,
they will not stand cutting, like the Highlanders, or oth-
er British troops: but this proceeds from a compliance
with' their rules of war, rather than cowardice. ~If they
are surcounded, they will fight while there is'a man of
them alive, zather than surrender. When Colonel John
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- &rmstrong surrounded the Kittaning town, on the Alle-

ghany river, Captain Jacobs, a Delaware chief, with
some warriors, took pessession of a house, defended
themselves for some time, and killed a number of' our
men. As Jacobs could speak English, our people called
on him to surrender: he said that he and his men were
warriors, and they would all fight while life remaineds
He was again told that they should be well used, if they
would only surrender; and if not, the house should be
burned down over their heads: Jacobs replied he could
eat fire: and when the house was in a flame, he, and
they that were with him, came out in a fighting position,
and were all killed. As they are a sharp, active kind of
people, and war is their principal study, in this they have
arrived at considerable perfection. We may learn of
the Indians what is useful and laudable, and at the same
time lay aside their barbarous’proceedings. It is much
to be lamented that some of -our: frontier riflemen are
prone to imifate them in their inhumanity. During the
British war, a considerable number of men from below
Fort Pitt, erossed the Ohio, and marched into a town of
friendly Indians, chiefly Delawares, who professed the
Moravian religion.  As-thedndiansapprehended no.dan-
ger, they neither lifted arms or fled. After these rifle-
men were some time in the town, and the Indians alte-
getherin their power, in cool blood, they massacred the
whole town, without distinetion of age or sex. This was
an act of barbarity beyond any thing I ever knew to be
committed by savages themselves.

Why have we not made greater proficiency in the In-
dian art of war? Is it because we are too proud to imitate
them, even though it should be a means of preserving the
lives of many of our citizens? No! We are not above
borrowing language from them, such as homony, pone,
tomahawk, &c. which is of little or no use to us. Iap-
prehend that the reasons why we have not improved
more in this respect are as follows: no important acqui-
gitien is to be obtained but by attention and diligence;
and as it is easier to learn to move and act in concert, in
close order, in the open plain, than to act in coneert in
scattered order, in the woods; so it is easierto learn oup
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discipline, than the Indian manceuvres. They drain up
their boys to the art of war from the time they are twelve
or fourteen years of ages whereas the principal chance
our‘people had of Tearning, was by observing their move-
ments when in action against us. I have been long as-
tonished that no one has written upon this important sub-
ject, as their art of war would notonly be of use to us in
case of anotlier rupture with them; but were only part #
of our men taught this art, accompanied with our conti-
nental discinline, I thinkéne European power, after frial,
would venture to shew its head in American woods.
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Page 2,4ine 8 from bettom, for viride read verids,
¢« 38, ¢ 18 from top, for hear read near.
46, < 21 ¢ betweengo and the insert o,

% 130, 131, and 139, for Colonel Drake read Colonel
Darke. ' .
- Page 136, line 8 from top, for 70 miles, read 30 males.
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