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now slaves have intruded themselves into all these, and the competition
tends continually to reduce the white mechanie to the wages of the slave
—the simplest food, clothing, and shelter, without education or any of
the elegancies of life! Pententiary labor is remoustrated against in all
parts of the Union, by the whites, when applied to such manufactures
as are carried on in the neighborhood, as utterly destroying their liveli-
hood. Yetslave laborto the seven hundred thousand free ‘.\'1|'t|v labor-
ers of Kentucky, is penitentiary labor; the master standing in the same
relation to the slave, that the agent of the State d tow nul-, the con-
viets! The was said in both as are the same: the result the same;
Illlrl to the free labor The newspaper pi lenounce me as insalt-
ing the mechanics, in demonstrting these facts! The tn is not de-
nied. On the contrary, the Virginiapapers i 1 Georgia press an-
mee that s have 1ssued a pub-
'.'|!"|v-l:~ trades: be-
P*  Our opponents
| 1sult us,
uisville Chroniele, by the avowal thatslave and free labor can-
wicoexist: that either the blacksor the whites must _ 2 way . The slave
]1-p]n11 rs have made up their minds to our ruin and expulsion from the
State ! What say you freemen of Kentucky shall the black or white
race inhabit this lovely land ?

Those who would not as =,]|-- l ouisville Chronicle defy us, attempt to
delude us bv our prejudices, 1ssert that if the slaves were .“-'.u.._-‘
the Duteh, the French, and the 1sh, would overrun { and, and un-
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time and events. The ‘‘waiters upon Providence,” and those conside-
rate emancipationists who want immediate office from the slave party,
will be against us—but the good, the great, the free, will ‘‘never give
up the ship.” ' :

I have taken a cursory view of the subject; I .do not flatter myself
that I have exhausted the argument, but I trust I have said enough to
suggest such train of thought as will lead every disinterested mind to
the conclusion that slavery is “a wrong to the slave’ an evil to all, and
must end.

3ut there is one i1ssue of more importance than any; than all con-
siderations together, which 1 have su ted. Itis, whether we our-
selves shall be freemen orslaves! Yes, disguise it as we may, slavery
and liberty cannot coexist; one or the other ‘must ultimately and utter-
ly trinmph ! ur s of 76 knew full well this issue: and whilst

' ' licanism in all oth respects, in this they

1 vals of Washington, Jefferson, Madison,
Henry, Adams, Sherman, and Franklin, and almost all those patriots
who risked life, properiy and liberty that we might free. So great
were their aspirations for the extineti AVETY, it the word slave
was not puf into the constitution of 1: beeause as Madison tells us, in
his report of the debates of the federal convention, when this institution
shall have perished—they wished its memory to perish from the memo-
ry of men forever. But how have those avowals and aspirations, the

only sacred and inviolable “‘compromises’

' of the constitution, been re-
deemed! The six slave States, then s f Mason’s and Dixon’sline,

have increased to fifteen. The great republic has been chanced from
" gl ' i lism. J.
] , and perpetua-
tion of ‘ery has becom 1 - spirit of the National Goyvernment.”’

The slave-holders 1 e | her by a m property and des-
potie power, e entire ci | of wnment.  Parties are
formed, Pres { , and the ils of offiee ibuted to those
only, who bow the supple 5 of 1 inee f Ave pPOWer.—
T]‘."I'I' ih 10 TOH Foiree, DOLN an | s .:|'| Ut r'l'l! ublic.—
A=z mueh as I hate slaver gcause of its wr to the black, I hate it

more, because it will not allow men to live on this continent! Because

it will not allow law: because it will not allow constitutions: because it

lcanism. Because if is the most hateful of despo-
1 . o . 1 oy

and the nominally free! One of the prinei-
arose in arms and threw off by a seven

ind, was, because whenever there was an

came the nobles, or younger sons of the aristocraiic minority of the
monarchy, to the exclusion of such men as Washington, Adams, Frank-
lin, and Jefferson !

What have we ¢ id, if we must still be the slaves of
toeracy! Who are yvour Presidents, your senators, vour congressmen,
h s01t ! '\\"]u'l

pkers of the House of represent itives from
are found living upon the treasury in the land and sea service? Who
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are your foreign ambassadors? Who live upon the publie crib at home
and abroad? Slave holders, or their servile dependents north and south!
Every governor of this commonwealth from the beginning has been a
slave holder! And now wl , one of th

Ei?-i'_'in"l_' to that office, |

ers! So are your judges, and other most eminent officers. In 1848 in
virtue of the pro rression  of free principles, you called a convention to
reconstruct the foundations of vour constitution, \ here were seven
hundred thousand freemen on our side, and one hundred thousand
slave holders on the other; and by the concentration of power which
slavery, like a f

power, 'L]'H“_.' elected eyery one of thei wmst to that body, Yes, you

ree masonic sign, rives (o those El[-l.‘-“‘.".‘\:':lr]'_‘- of |1--=~:|u'-.'i-_'

had not a single representative in that convention. And when argu-
ment, and money, and terror, failed—the bowie-l

ind pistol were
used io SUppress the 1!-fl::";]lz-..1|~ of the free, and lown the -.}4:‘."-1'[11
ders of the liberties of the people AN im eonvention thev treated us
as a i_'l_lr'nElIn-!'L'll ] .-'-Ir-!‘.-. as we were! Thev atten pted to limit the ri .-]'.[‘
O sufirage, and succeeded 1n | . y d us t power of
ballot; . I

(il;rt
p, A m-
partial use, wit t fear or favor Yet, that slavery mayv live

these inesti rights, by corruption, bribery, and proseription,

le
must }.-.a|'i.~!-'. Thes

hits and liberties which we
lled upon to defend in 16! Yes, then it was discovered
there were some other persons in the State besides the masters
and slaves | ;, then we w e peopl the | » and sinew of the
land! Well we ded into the ranks; bore brunt of hard-
ship and fatigue; receiving eigh rs a month, the same that tl
tocracy received per u]::l'\' in the shades of the National palac
fell in battle in the post of peril; we perished by thousands; we were
thrown together as beasts into trenches with no stone to mark {l |
of our resting
the comiss:
'---.--I:--'. r a colone] ' ] ar b reneral were to be
appointed—then, very instance, as my knowledge goes, they
were slav Anid whe v fell. -__.||r':'|1ll-|l‘.' than

we, their remains were by rht home at the expense of the State ! And

the monumentof marble which overl

one measure of justice for theslaveholder, and another for tl

holder. 1If the horse of the laborer Ik n to be vicious, injures the
person or property of slave holder, he sues him, and causes him to
I il e g i : :
.‘sL.':L'l' remuneration. L1l the property the slave of the slave hullr.i-
er, -—'.1.'}‘.1}-llli--]Eu'-."]_z-rn.:.' I:]"J||||:[\"\\.H!wll"k;llu r5-~--|\- : g-.}.-.-;-, '\il'in-ll.«:L]!‘
imal, destroys the life or property of the laborer, he is not repaid a cent;

but on the contrarv, if the slave is executed for the offence, the widow
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‘Who,—declaring that, territory which comes in slave, shai remain
:«:];‘1\.{'—])]_1[ th;{l \\'l]_ie:]l cCOomes i]_. free, w:.'ai{.:l ,1'|-3!;:|i,': ].]'I'{'--- l'l-;'.llitllu ;1;.] l-IJ('
benefit of the first half of the proposition for three quartérs of century;
but so soon as it was F'--u-i‘--lx- for freedom fo gamn f'}-' it—then repudiated
it—holding ||\‘- to what they already have—erying out, let u |
for the remainder ? \’\ ho impuder laid elaim, ¢ he eround of con-
quest, to a State ich was ---.::tu-.l i s v
pendents in these States, under threats of the bayonet, to give them ten
millions of our money, fo induce them to take eighty thousand square
miles of our territory 7 Who —-al||\| 1 ug, by carrying arms in the
United States senate, and threatening violence agamst the freedom of

ation, to abandon the ur'-!lii.::lu-'l- of 1787, on the [ZI:_w;r that the peo-
each State should determine for themselves the character of her
institutions, when that State unanimously votes herself free,—declares
that it \iw’ not be ---hr-ii-w-:l into the Union? Who refused the dele-
Ne W \I :xico a hearing, whilst her territory was being partitioned
ind, in the congress of the United States, because she had the in-
solence to ;n;al{u a free constitution? Who dee sin the United States
senate—the temple of our liberty—il ] }
dence is a lie? What papers north and sonth, tal _
Le rlljr IH, ]H |r--'\.E|"|| |I 11 "'H -|-"..|J"|"l'..l-|'. I-'.il'_'.JJ [ 1
i]mlu[.”‘ that we “‘are slaves?’”” What was the object of your great
southern convention? What senator had in his ]u‘r'|-.-_| f constitution
a *‘slave republic”’ to be formed out of the fragments of this Union?
For what is South Carolina in arms? \\]I‘ does Alabama, and Geor-
eria, and \[i--r~-1|11n back her “with rifle in hand?” What means your
secession,”” and your southern “‘union’ party? I say that the decla
rators of 1776 had no such list of insufferabl rievances as this, acrainst
the British crown! In the State of Maine LhoSi ountain homes
by the church and e school, lived in simple undebauech-
1.-"11!_‘-' the luzxuries of cotton, some of the Puritan blood, who have not
succumbed to the Austrian doctrine “that the great object of govern-
ment is the protection of properfy’'—but wl:-= vet hold in sacred re-
membrance the dicta of *76. And they agreed to meet togethe ron l]J it
glorious day, and revive, if possible, in the hearts of the
noble principles—yet trusting in the salva 'i m uI‘ t -
establishment of the liberties of 3 s ki --l enough to
remember me,—who among the do? trodden m s of the south
was, In an obhsecure wav, stru -'~I|' o for the same cause—and to invite
me to be present and unite w ith them in that manly reunion. I wrote
them *‘the Maine letter;”’ in wl [ alluded to the thre: "~ the South
to enslave us by violence—and remembering that [ was born free, and
that the blood of '76 flowed in my vains—I mustered up courage
enough to say that if I was set upon, 1 should resist force by force, and
that [ would say, once more, as of yore, “Liberty or death !

Forthwith, instead of commendation, whi was to be exp
Kentucky, a State professing to be free am denounced as
tionist—an insurrectionist—one who would “cut the throat
whites, that the blacks might marry their wives and d;
have everywhere debated this subject of slavery in this commonwealth,
with such moderation and respect to others, as to merit eommendation
from the most bitter opponents. Inow confidently trust to Kentucky
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Yet Ido not intend that my position shall be misunderstood. 3
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Will you go to Austria, aud see a whole people of gallant spirits, re-
duced to slavery and national extineiion- defenders put to the
sword, to forfure, and to exile, and the wives and daughters of patriots
driven nude, through populous cities, and seourged with rods, and dyine
with shame ? Are you inlove with that 1l yvou oo to ']‘11!'1“'_\'.‘-'”1{-1
rest with Lamartine under the shade of a ikl 1 s desert?  And
“upon looking up’* said he *I found that it was made of the sckulls of
1 buili up in sand and lime,”” & monument of
terror ('l-'!'1::|5|:.' to those who like them :1-}-i1'|- to be free! Are you mn
!tl\'t_' \‘-'ili'u I!HII'.‘ u«rli] _\'Hl! 20 Lo !]1-1‘-:-
have been opened up in their secret dej

thirty thousand Servians,

astiles and Prison houses, which

hs by modern revolutions in Eu-
rope, to the gaze of men—in whose vaults of “ever during damp,” lie
not only the bleaching bones of men, but the long and silken locks of
women, and the skeletons of babes, who perish in one common ruin for
conscience sake? Have vou forgotten the terror and woe which have
spread like Cimerian darkness over all the earth—the great spirits who
in all ages haye gone up to the seaffold and eannons mouth, that you
might be free? And will you now begin talking about your slave em-
pi]';: in the south! “Congress has become an anti-slavery debating so
t‘llL'E\'[” ."\I!r] \Lil‘] vou be able to -'_":‘.':!. i
then? Will you not see that
15 gone, all libs |
“When the fup then will the time have
come for the State of K!'Elili-']\:\' to go with the south for the
of the Union !’ Indeed! Will you have more slaves returned when
the Union is dissolved T England returns no slaves now—will you ven-
ture to lay your hand upon her lion erest when she is backed by fifteen
in tl v of arms? Will

., Wh ( f free-
dom: is moved down from the frozen lakes, to the Ohio river? Are you
mad? Will you with five hundred thousand masters, on one side, and
three millions of slaves, and five millions of white labourers, reduced to
like servitude; on the other, appeal from the reason and consciences of
mern i]h' .\'.'q'l'l?'ll'.‘ .'l\-LH yvou |-|ir]{ .'-Elj'rl:-tf I-"!' ]li |]r }"]'JJI'_] 1||:I ]'|'||;r1 1
ocean of the north, to the st yrmy eapes of the far south, there
{i'.l'erll;;'ll two conti 1
sworn that slave State

speech and the press

'|zll1i||!‘.

milions more of freemen, who change place in the ar:

there be more security for your remaining slaves, w

runs

lidated phalanx of nations, who have

1 of nations! From all the
leading nations of Europe, comes a voice in the literature, in the polit-
ical avowals, in the conseciences, in the armies, and in the navies—we’ll
have no more of slavery—‘‘anathema sit !"

No, you cannot if you would succeed! From the ea

r]u-}\r.-.-e-m illi:;-l---. ‘:'iu' |:r]'-4'|'|i"-‘- of men, have been more and more es
tablished. Nations have become more |
more have the civil 'II_I'__'_:tI':i"'\ of mdiy
and more and more is recognized |
the eyes of God!

If vou are indeed wise, and of 1
the best, you will follow the example of
your lil'f‘-!"'!l:, When the ]||i;|i-lll‘ of

more free; and more and
dual men been established by law

& lr::l-'J':-'!fl‘.' and

'I:II.L;-.El-. of man in

xon blood of which vou boeast,

Ll na rom whom

vou draw

yurers eried cheap
bread, instead of answering them with cannon shot, and ayonet

she 1 ;IE‘TIEI d the tariff upon j-!'-el.i-in[!.a, and -\'ge-l!!--.l the monopoly which

her ruling aristocracy enjoyed! When the great prineiples of God-
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given equality had taken hold of the hearts of eighi millions “of Irish
men, in .- ud of :|.|-[:-.-.'1":r|:: to the sword, she ]r.'l':.-c_:ii the Irish Catholi
emancipation bill; by ahich Protestant and Cathelic enjoy eq
ligious liberties ! And to-day England stands perhaps, firmer in the
ections of her subjeets, than ever before in her history.
[s France the example you would follow ? Then read in her, your
own fate! There you saw Louis 1’1!i|i]r]rl'. one of the coolest, and
wisest of men, with public and private means beyond any monareh of
his times: and he too would appeal to the bayonet! And he arrayed
around Paris three hundred thousand a d men; and the cannon, and
the musket pointed upon every street, and upon every work-shop. But
the French [.u-l'-!r- remembered the tyranies ot past, and 't]l"_‘\' had
: Divine inspirations of 1 ty, equality, and fraternity; and
' ' nmunication of ideas,

and from a million of souls

h on—all hear
Ou Liberty, or Death”

And such was the power of truth and heroism, that without the fire-
ing of a gun, the king his abettors were driven in dismay from
i]'l"i!' strong !'.I-EI!—-, illi!!l Xie; and a |"'E'I‘I‘|'|i" Was ""[:l}‘ii-“h"[] upon ]hl-' ru-
i ! The tree of

3 : .
with the dews of beni-

of the monarchy ! (o! 1 tell vou slavery must die

Wi A [Alse ¢conser-

vatism, it shall overspread the earth, fill all men shall he free!

Meet us then in the spirit of ar and true conservatism which
offer you. Let Kentucky take her position af once where her destiny
decrees, among the free States of the Union. Be not deluded !J\ the
Thos. Metealf, and such anarchists; but listen to
and a nobler p t—dJohn J. Crittenden; who, in his

winess ol

message o U | latare, sa = i n 01 Ié.--'w- tales Ccan-
notl i“_- a4 lremed i Any 3 use it 1s 1itself, the ¥
evils.”” There stand : pationi of i\'l'!.illl"l\.}:. Holding
to the constitution of 1789, they repudiate all attempts, under whatever
pretence of ‘‘compromise,’” to assume a new basis of union. Believing
with Washington, that it is the palladium of liberty to us and our pos-
terity, we stand by it, in good and evil rep for better or for worse;
indis lubly united—agai those, who wo break it down to libera
] Y ld dissolve it, with the erimi
wne men! We are opposed to in-
but |al_']ic".][l_:_'|' in the supremacy
rive, there, our first alleginnce. That
_ 1 I the blessings of
liberty to onrselves and our posterity,” which can only be done by “‘es-

tablishin

langruare ““to secure

g “Liberty and Union,” therefore, is the spirit which
in our national policy. A pgreat continent opens Lo
—the fate of millions wail upon us the eyves of n

-the aspirations of mankind are for wisdom in our councils:

Destiny is upon us—America—the world must and will be










