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Fenton Johnson

Fenton Johnson will be speaking at the
Unitarian Universalist Rebublican Meeting
House, on Oct. 19 at 7 pm., 3564 Clays Mill
Rd. Johnson has previously published
Scissors, Paper, Rock and Geography of
the Heart, winner of the American Library
Association GLB Book Award for nonfiction.

In his forthcoming book, Keeping Faith:
A _Skeptic’'s Journey (Houghton Mifflin,
March, 2003) Johnson draws upon six
years of research including time spent at
American Buddhist and Christian monaster-
ies. Specifically, he compares the Trappist
Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky near
where he grew up with the various branch-
es of the San Francisco Zen Center.

He chose these two monasteries
because he sees them as the two most
prominent institutions of their respective tra-
ditions in this country. Within these two tra-
ditions, Johnson explores the meaning of
what we call faith and how it exists today in
an age of skepticism. By comparing two
radically different traditions, he hopes to
arrive at what they share, perhaps to illumi-
nate the virtue of faith they have in com-
mon.

At the Unitarian Church, Johnson will
be addressing the role of Eastern thought in
influencing the West in general and, specif-
ically, Eastern influence on Unitarianism,
which through Emerson and Thoreau has
strong connections with Buddhism's first
appearances in America. Please join us for
what will be a stimulating evening.

Volu%tgﬁgI l,beevi/ards

The Eleventh Annual Volunteer Awards
Banquet will be held on Sunday October
13th, at the Sheraton Four Points on
Newtown Pike at I-75. The cost is $20 per
person and tickets are available through
the Pride Center (253-3233) or Terry
Mullins (days: 252-2867 or cell 576-
5262). This is a joyous occasion, come
share it with us.

We will gather at 5 pm for cocktails and
dinner will be served at 6 pm. All commu-
nity organizations are invited to present
their volunteer of the year awards to the
individual they select. Each group pres-
ents ‘an award of their choice; creative
awards have included everything from
tiaras to car detailing. As a community, we
will be honoring the individual (Wasson
Award) and the group (Rainbow Award)
that through volunteerism has done the
most for the GLBT Community in and
around the Bluegrass Area in the previous
year or years.

...continued on page 2

Coming Out Month




¥ Lexington, Kentucky

GLSO NEWS

Volume 17 Issue 10

published monthly by
The Lexington Gay
Lesbian
Service Organization
389 Waller Ave.

Editors
Mary Crone John Ridener

Board Members
Terry Mullins, President
Jerry Neff, Vice President
Mary Crone, Editor
John Ridener, Secretary
Thomas Collins
Cary Sudduth
Tom Collins
Bill Chandler
Dan Rogers
Lee Noble

GLSO Annual Dues &
Newsletter.
Individual - $15
Couple - $25

Opinions expressed in the GLSO News
are those of the authors and don’t nec-
essarily represent those of the GLSO
Board. Submissions are welcome and
staff reserves the right to edit submis-
sions and advertisements as well as
the right to reject submissions or
advertisements.

GLSO Page 2

We moved this banquet from Pride Month to
Coming Out Month in hopes that more people would
be able to attend. The many volunteers who keep our
community vibrant and moving forward do not donate
their time in order to receive an award, but it is
never34the less important to recognize their contribu-
tions. By acknowledging our pride in each other, the
banquet becomes a celebration of joy in being who we
are.

The nomination for the Wasson and Rainbow
Awards should now be in our hands (specifically, Terry
Mullin’s hands). We will have the nominations at the
Pride Center between Oct 1 and Oct 5. Up to three
representatives of each community group can vote.
Come by the Pride Center between 10 am and 3
pm Tuesday Oct 1 through Saturday, Oct 5. Call
to be sure there is someone here. We will also
be open for voting on Wed. evening, Oct 2 between
7 and 9 pm.

Gather a group of friends and attend this celebra-
tion of community spirit. You will be glad you did.

Pride Gallery Open

The Pride Gallery is currently exhibiting “Paper
Quilts” by Frank Leake. This series of works is com-
prised of over 150 bodies of work that explores
mankind's loss of spirituality as we become more tech-
nologically advanced. The exhibit is lovingly dedicated
to the memory of Ray Fields, 1957-2002 and will run
through October 18th. Both originals and prints are
available for purchase. Twenty percent of the pro-
ceeds will go to the Pride Center.

The Pride Gallery is actively seeking other artists
interested in showing their work. If you are interested
in having your own exhibit, please contact Thomas
Collins at 859 225-0094 or the Pride Center at 859
253-3233. If you don't feel as though you have enough
bodies of work for a complete show, but would still like
to use the venue to display and sell, we can pair you
up with another artist who only wants to display a few
pieces and we can do a show together. All artisans
welcome.
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Community News

Kentucky Faimess Fundraiser

Lexington’s Crossings bar will play host
to a fun-filed evening of entertainment,
socializing and fundraising for the Kentucky
Fairness Alliance on Saturday, Oct. 12 from
8 until close. Last year’s event brought in
$1500 for the non-profit organization. This
year, organizers hope to spill over the
$2000 level.

A special feature will be a silent auction
and raffle of items donated by local busi-
nesses such as the Letter, Gold's Gym,
Target, Best Buy, Pier 1, Clear Channel
Radio, Slone’s Market, VideoMax, and
works by several local artists.

Lead organizer of the event is Scott
Perry, Mr. Kentucky Bear 2000 and Mr.
International Bear 2001. Those contests,
he notes, inspired him to give something
back to Lexington and Kentucky. “This was
my way of doing it,” he says.

Cover is $5 at the door. Raffle tickets
are ten for $5. All Proceeds to benefit Ky
Fairness. To volunteer, or to offer your tal-
ents, call Perry at 859 294-5999 or email
Kywoof@aol.com. All checks should be
made payable to the Kentucky Fairness
Alliance. All auction items must be paid for
and picked up that evening.

SisterSound

SisterSound, Lexington’s women'’s cho-
rus, has begun its fall rehearsal and contin-
ues to practice each Sunday, 6-8:15 pm at
the Landsdowne Cumberland Presbyterian
Church on Redding Rd. We would love to
have new voices join us. No auditions
required. If you enjoy singing and the com-
pany of women, come check us out.

We'll be rehearsing in preparation for a

late January concert of songs about love,

from swing to Motown to disco to show
tunes, from mushy to the jaded, surely
something for everyone. For further info,
email Beth at eznzo@hotmail.com.

Board Members Needed

We have recently expanded the number
of members that can serve on the GLSO
Board. We have a lot of activities and could
use some new energy. We are also open to
new projects. If you are interested call the
Pride Center office at 253-3233 or Terry at
576-5262 (cell).

ORBIT: Coming Out in
Music and Song

Coming Out in Music and Song will be
offered at 7pm at the Pride Center, on
Friday, October 18th. ORBIT, a band from
Louisville, will be playing and singing their
own original songs.

Come out and hear this up and coming
band. Members include Fran Shupe, Karen
Hitchcock, and Ron Viers. No cover and
refreshments will be provided. Donations
accepted for support of the Pride Center.

Men Of All Colors Together

After several years of dormancy, Men of
All Colors Together (MACT) is once again
active in Kentucky. A group of supporters
in Lexington is spearheading this activity
and have scheduled a meeting on
Saturday, October 12 at 7:00 pm in the
GLSO Pride Center, 389 Waller Ave.

A longer article about this group can be
found on page 9. For more info email mac-
tky@aol.com, phone Jon at 859 351-4453,
or write MACT KY, PO Box 910596,

Lexington, Ky.  continued on page 4

GLSO page 3




tmperial Court Bvents

The Imperial Court of Kentucky invites
everyone to attend the Emperor's
Turnabout on Wedneswday, October 9 at
Club 141. Doors open at 8:30, show at
9:30, $5 donation at the door. Come out
and see Emperor Orvis and his male line
change roles and see what the "girls" go
through. A great time will be had by all
while watching some of these first time per-
formances.

The annual Diva of Darkness pageant is
scheduled for Wednesday, October 30, at
Club 141. Doors open at 8:30, pageant
begins at 9:30, requesting a doantion of $5
at the door. Contestant applications are
available from Empress Nicole Diamond.
Join the Imperial Court for some spooktac-
ular talent and entertainment on Halloween
Eve. Dress in your favorite costume, prizes
for best costume will be awarded.

The Court will also join the Imperial
Court of Cincinnati for a Kentucky Show at
the Old Street Saloon on October 4 in
Monroe, Ohio. Show will start at 11 p.m.

Berea College Ace League

The Berea College Ace League will be
sponsoring a week of events in honor of
Coming OUT month starting Monday Oct.
7th through Oct 12. The following events
are being planned. We will feature various

speakers Monday through Thursday from 8
to 11 pm in Baird Lounge of the Alumni
Bldg. On Friday. Oct 11, from 9 pm to 1am,
we will have a Coming Out Dance in
Commons, Woods-Penn. On Sat. 12th
from noon-2pm in Baird Lounge, Alumni
Bldg, we will hold a Lobbying workshop.

If there are any questions or if anyone
would like to assist us with materials to
pass out that week and/or to assist us
financially, please contact us at BEREA
COLEGE ACE, CPO 1799, Berea College,
Berea, Ky. 40404.

WISHING CHAIR

Wishing Chair will be the featured
group at the Open Door Cafe, 2530
Frankfort Avenue, Louisville, KY on Sat,
October 19 at 7pm. There will be an $8
cover at the door. Refreshments will be
available for purchase. Call 264-7006 for
more information or directions.

Dress and Gender Alliance

The Lexington Dress and Gender
Alliance is a peer social support group for
all transgendered people, including cross
dressers, transsexuals, androgynous folks,
gender queer individuals, allies and friends.
We socialize and discuss issues related to
how gender expectations have affected our
lives. Our next meeting will be Sat. Sept.
7th at 8 pm at the Pride Center.

GLSO page 4
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Coming Out Month

Volunteer c%wau[a Ba)zquzt
A Eoent full of Prude
‘fz,"jzl’ O . cay Srdigh il
Codktatls 6 pm Dinner GV SIT ance
5/am /:m for Youth
: Benefit Show for Cﬂming 0“' pa“y
Miss Gay Ky At Large call for information
Sundae DeLaRouge , 253-3233
Wed., Oct 2 Club 141 9 pm _ ,.
Fenton Johnson ARBIT

7R UU Church Coming Out in Music

~~ ~7?}/ Clays Mill Rd and Song

s
A Oct 19 7 pm Fnci%);,hOctober
Impericdl Court 7 pm at the Pride
Ewpercr's Gurnabout Center
' Wed, Oct 9 The Truth About
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PRIDE CENTER NéWS

389 Waller Ave. 859-253-3233 Mon-Sat 10 -3

Discussion Group
Homecoming Potluck

In celebration of Coming Out Month, the
GLSO Discussion/Support Group is having
a Homecoming Potluck on Wed, Oct. 23,
6:30-9 pm at the Pride Center. We want to
invite anyone who has ever attended the
group to come out and join in the fun.

This incarnation of the GLSO
Discussion/Support Group has been meet-
ing regularly for over 4 years now and so
many great people have come and gone
that we wanted to get them all back togeth-
er. So whether you currently attend the
group or were coming way back when
Jeremy led the way, whether you have
been to a hundred meetings or just one,
we hope you’ll come back for an evening of
laughter, memories and friends.

Bring a dish to share. We'll provide
soda, wine, beer and plenty of good con-
versation.

The Discussion/Support Group meets
every Wednesday night from 7- 9 pm at the
Pride Center, 389 Waller Avenue, Suite
100. Contact the Pride Center at 253-3233
or Jane at ladyjaneky@ yahoo.com for
information.

Games Night

Celebrate Your True Love

Are you looking for a way to immortalize
your current love? Or maybe you just
want to have a visual record of all those
past hotties? Then, scrapbooking may
just be the hobby you’ve been looking for.
Beginning at 7:00 pm on Monday, October
14, Davina will be teaching a class in True
Love Pages. During this class, you will
make four fabulous scrapbook pages of
your true love. Cost is $10.00 for sup-
plies. You are asked to bring a pair of
scissors. Please contact Davina at 859
338--5402 of Scrapnchick2022yahoo.com
as soon as possible. Spaces are limited.

LESBIAN VIDEO NIGHT

Everyone (gay, straight, etc.) is invited
to join us for lesbian video night in October
in honor of Coming Out month. We're
coming out Friday, October 11 at 7 pm.
Join us for another film about a lesbian
teenager - this time it's Jane - who strug-
gles with coming out in high school.

The Truth About Jane is a Lifetime
Television Network original film, so it was
designed for non-gay audiences. Ellen

Muth (Delores Claiborne) plays Jane with
..continued on page 10

Do you enjoy playing
Scrabble or Trivial Pursuit?
Bridge or Bid Wist? Come out
to the Pride Center and play.
Games night is Friday, Oct 25
at 7 pm. Bring your favorite
board games, snacks and soft
drinks and enjoy an evening of
fun and games.

] Exercising ! Transportatmn

Member of Pet Sitters Internationat
fon Cuﬁﬁodml’at Fimt Aid byA.R.c.,

. 'x, '(359)273-7202
Yol Free 1-(877)332-8958

hupdhnww pmmmlmwmcum
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REG!STRATlON & FIRST PRACTICE

SUNDAY OCTORER 13,2002
2 00 PM - 4. 00 PM

% e  DUNBAR CENTER
o X 545 NORTH UPPER STREET
A LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

Come join us for FREE, fun, friendly competition!
Refreshments, food, t-shirts and prizes provided.

Come play for your favorite CHARITY!

Practice and Game Dailes: Sundays, 2PM to 4PM:
October 13th — Registration and First Practice
October 20th
October 27th
November 3rd
November 10th
November 17th
December 8th

Tournament: Saturday, December 14th, 9AM—5PM

All Practices and the Tournament will be held at the Dunbar Center, 545 North Upper Street

For More Information Contact:

John Bentley, AVOL 2246752
Larry Collins, AVOL 222-1918
Mark Johnson, AVOL  222-8835
Keith Lyons, AVOL 222-1920
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Religious Groups
Integrity

Integrity, a support group for
Episcopalians and friends, will continue to
meet at St. Michael's Episcopal Church at
2025 Bellefonte. In October we will be
meeting on Sunday the 13th at 4 pm. We
will be discussing “Is it safe to return to
church?” We are pleased to announce that
Bishop Stacy Sauls, of the Lexington
Diocese, will join us for this discussion.
Call Rev. David Boyd or Rev. Sandy Stone
at 277-7511 or JBIntegrity@aol.com. for
more information

Wiccan/Pagan
lam looking for like-minded people to
start a Wiccan/Pagan Study Group. | am a
solitary practitioner with a need to share
and grow with other. | am of the Celtic
Tradition with interest in all other pagan
paths. If you migt be interested in dis-

cussing your spiritual beliefs with other
pagans, learning and growing together,
please call Iggie at 859-492-9904. Let us
share the love of the Goddess and God.
Blessed Bel!

Jubilee Fellowship

Jubilee Fellowship is meeting at the
Pride Center on most Thursday nights at
7pm. The second Thursday of each month
is booked, so on that night we will meet at
the Pride Center but then go elsewhere. If
you have any questions call 264-7006 or
cwbm121893@aol.com.

Unitarian Universalist Church

The Unitarian Universalist Church wel-
comes visitors any time. There are now
two services every Sunday, at 9:30 and
11:15. There will be a first Sundy brunch in
between the services starting in October.
Women'’s Spirituality Group will be meeting
on Oct. 18. see page 10.

Scott Ackerman

Mobile: 859-338-8483
Voice Mail: 859-294-2055
Office: 859-269-7331
E-Mail: SAcker4224@aol.com

Real Estate Service With

P ROFESSIONALISM
\ESULTS
NTEGRITY
DebicaTtion @ m@w

ENTHUSIASM

Serving Lexington
&
All of Central Kentucky

Call me with all your Real Estate Needs
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er Men of All Colors Together during the NABWMT national convention
us in Miami this past August. Goals and aspi-
\d The Kentucky chapter of Men of all rations of the organization will be dis-
Colors Together (MACT) has been a chap- cussed and planning for activities during
ter of the National Association of Black and the coming months will also occur at this
White Men Together since 1984. Both are meeting.
he gay multiracial organizations which foster In the past, the group has sponsored
4 supportive environments where friend- potluck dinners, game nights, movie
th ships of all types can be celebrated free of  nights, bar nights, and trips to functions
£ racial and cultural barriers. sponsored by their brother chapters.
If In the words of both of their statements Educational activities have included HIV
P of purpose: “We engage in educational, prevention projects and workshops con-
political, cultural, and social activities as a cerning racism and political awareness.
means of dealing with the racism, sexism, Those with like interests are encouraged
h homophobia, and other inequalities in our to attend the meeting and help us plan for
communities and in our lives.” The nation- the future. For more information consult
3l- al group has affiliated chapters around the the web page at mactky.com, email the
w country which provides a built-in family of group at mactky@aol.com, telephone at
d friends when members travel to one of the 859 351-4453 Jon, or write at MACT KY,
in chapter cities. PO Box 910596, Lexington, Ky. 40591-
3 There will be a meeting at the Pride 0596.
g Center on Sat. Oct 12 at 7 pm which will

feature a program depicting the events

Healing Sea Myofascial Release

-~ for lasting a

and Bodywpr-k

Uses, tot just the symptoms,

EnsEeE

T

Ma’rThew Schuler, LM.T.*
(859) 420-4MFR * (859) 263-3998

203 Woodland Ave., Lexington (inside Hair Razors)

*Nationally Certified in Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork
*Licensed Massage Therapist *Member American Massage Therapy Association
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Pride Center Library
Highlights:
Comin% Out

By Jane Minder

October in the Bluegrass is Coming Out
Month and along with all the special activi-
ties and celebrations, has the Pride Center
Library got something for you. Let’s face it
the one thing all GLBT persons seem to
have in common are our personal “coming
out stories.” Whether you are just starting to
“‘come out to yourself’ or you've been out
“as long as you can remember” you will find
something of interest at the library. Here’s a
selection:

Coming Out Right: A Handbook for the Gay
Male, Wes Muchmore & William Hanson
(HQ 76.2.U5 M942)

Coming Out Spiritually: The Next Step,
Christian de la Huerta (BL 65.H64 D45)

Coming Out to Parents: A Two-Way
Survival Guide for Lesbians and Gay Men
and Their Parents, Mary V. Borhek. (HQ
75.5 B68)

The Family Heart: A Memoir of When Out
Son Came Out, Robb Foreman Dew (HQ
76.2.U5 F198 D515)

In and Out [Videocassette] VIDEO InAn

The Original Coming Out Stories, Expanded
ed., Julia Penelope & Susan J. Wolfe, eds.
(HQ 75.3.C65)

Outing Yourself: How to Come Out as
Lesbian or Gay to Your Family, Friends, and
Coworkers, Michelangelo Signorile (HQ
76.3.U5 S54 094)

Revelations: A Collection of Gay Male
Coming Out Stories, Wayne Curtis, ed. (HQ
76.2.U5 R449 C981)

Testimonies: Lesbian Coming-Out Stories,
Karen Barber & Sarah Holmes, eds. (HQ
75.5.T49)

There’s Something I've Been Meaning to
Tell You, Loralee MacPike, ed. (HQ
76.3.U5 T47)

These and many other books and videos
can be check out from the Pride Center
Library. The Pride Center at 389 Waller
Avenue is open Monday-Saturday, 10-3.
Come out and visit us today.

cont. from page 6

sincerity and depth. Stockard Channing
(West Wing) is excellent as Jane’s mother,
who believes she is liberal and accepting
until she discovers her daughter is a les-
bian. Ru Paul also makes an appearance
as a friend of the family.

This film also offers a healthy dose of
education - you’ll see PFLAG parents and
hear statistics about suicide among gay
teenagers. In addition to educating and
entertaining, I'm hoping this film sparks
some interesting discussion at the Pride
Center this month. For information call
Davina at 859 338-5402.

Pampered Chef Party

Will and Mike’s Pampered Chef is host-
ing a benefit party for the Pride Center on
Sat, Oct 19 from 1 until 2:30 at the Pride
Center. Catalogs are available at the Cente
for advanced ordering or by calling 255-
7753 or email chefs2@aol.com.

Pampered Chef products make great
Christmas and Wedding gifts. A new fall
product line is being introduced. The Pride
Center will receive 10 to 15% of the total
sales at the party and the hosts will also
donate 25% of their commission to the
Center. The 25% rate will also apply to par-
ties booked through this event through
December.

Note: We have not heard from Richard
about Men’s Night Out. For info email him
at mcc40502@msn.com

GLSO page 10
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Call number in
Directory for Location.

October

2002

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
7 pm Sistahs in the Life
Pride Center
Voting for Wasson &
Rainbow Community
Service Award

2

7 pm Discussion Group
Pride Center
7 pm Gayl/Lesbian AA
(Call for place)
9 pm Rainbow Bowling
Southland Lanes
9 pm Miss GAY Ky
(Club 141)
Pride Center open til 9 pm for
voting for awards

3

7 pm Jubilee Fellowship
Pride Center

!

7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA
(Call for place)

5

Pride Center Open 10-3
8 pm LDGA Pride Center

VJoting ends for Wassong
and Rainbow Awards

6

9:30 & 11:15 UU Church
Worship Service

5:30 Men’s Chorus
Rehearsal, St Michaels

6 pm Sistersound (Call for
location)

7 pm Dignity - Pride Center

7

7 pm P-FLAG Berea

Pubilc Library-Berea
7 pm GSA (Call for location)
8 pm AA Step Study

(Call for place)
Berea College Coming Out
Week

9

7 pm Discussion Group
Pride Center

7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA
(Call for place)

9 pm Rainbow Bowling
Southland Lanes

9 pm Emperors Tumabout

(Club 141

10
7 pm Men'’s Night Out
Pride Center

11

7 pm Lesbian Movie Night

7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA
(Call for place)

Pride Center Open 10-3

7 pm Men of All Colors
Together (Pride Center)

8 pm KY Fairess
Fundraiser (Crossings)

9 pm Berea College Dance

13

9:30 & 11:15 UU Church
5:30 Men's Chorus Rehearsal,
St Michaels

5 pm Volunteer of the Year

Banquet (Sheraton Four Points
6 pm Imperial Court-Pride Center
6 pm Sister Sound

(Call for location)

14
7 pm Scrapbooking
Pride Center
8 pm AA Step Study
(Call for place)

7 pm GSA (Call for place)

16

7 pm Discussion Group
Pride Center

7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA
(Call for place)

9 pm Rainbow Bowling
Southland Lanes

i

7 pm Jubilee Fellowship
Pride Center

18

6:30 pm Women’s
Spirituality (Marys House)

7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

(Call for place)

7 pm Coming Out in Music
and song concert
Pride Center

Pride Center Open 10-3
1-2:30 Pampered Chef
7 pm Fenton Johnson (UU)

20

9:30 & 11:15 UU Church
Worship Service

5:30 Men’s Chorus
Rehearsal, St Michaels

6 pm Sistersound
(Call for location)

7 pm Dignity (Callforlocafion)

7 pm GLSO Board Meeting
Pride Center
8 pm AA Step Study
(Call for place)

7 pm Faimess Steering
Committee
Pride Center

6:30 pm Discussion Group
Homecoming Pot-Luck
Pride Center

7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

(Call for place)
9 pm Rainbow Bowling
Southland Lanes

7 pm Jubilee Fellowship

25
7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA
(Call for place)
7 pm Games Night
Pride Center

Pride Center Open 10-3

27

9:30 & 11:15 UU Church
Worship Service

5:30 Men’s Chorus
Rehearsal, St Michaels

6 pm Imperial Court

6 pm Sistersound
(Callfor location)

8
7 pm GSA (Call for location)
8 pm AA Step Study

7 pm Discussion Group
Pride Center

7 pm Gay/Lesbian AA

(Call for place)

9 pm Rainbow Bowling
Southland Lanes

9:30 Diva of Darkness

Pagent (Club 141)

31
7 pm Jubilee Fellowship

GLSO Page12
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The Soul Beneath the
Skin: The Unseen Hearts

and Habits of Gay Men,
By David Nimmons; St.

Martin's, 255 pages, $23.95

David Nimmons' new book, "The Soul
Beneath the Skin," is perhaps the first gay-
studies book that is not uncomfortable or
afraid to take on all of the gay male experi-
ence, including the wide and often elabo-
rate forms of sexual expression. The goal,
Nimmons says, is "to tell the whole truth
we know in our lives, and what we may
feel in our gut. That is, to widen the ana-
lytic lens to view more of ourselves and
our practices."

What are these practices? Besides
sex, Nimmons has written in-depth chap-
ters on a number of cultural aspects rarely
discussed: the low rate of violent crime
when gays congregate socially; the high
level of philanthropic giving, volunteerism
and public service; and novel forms of
caretaking. It gives any reader pause to
consider the level of safety one feels inside
a gay bar as opposed to that of a singles
bar: In gay bars, they still serve drinks in
glass glasses.

Nimmons has been able to get a fresh
look at the gay male subculture by first
making it look as if we've never encoun-
tered it before, often from a sociologist's
point of view, surveying an alien civiliza-
tion. He also uses new and odd (and per-
haps too unorthodox) statistical data. For
instance, he gathers numbers of violent
crimes by talking to police officers with gay-
neighborhood beats. He revisits old find-
ings and draws new conclusions. (He
found that in a 1997 study of domestic vio-
lence, lesbians and gays had been lumped
together as one statistic; when he split the

two groups, the percentage of crimes com-
mitted by gay men was 10 percent lower
than that of crimes committed by hetero-
sexual men - or lesbians).

It would be enough for most social
studies to present this fresh new informa-
tion, but the real substance of the book
comes in the large middle section, in which
Nimmons unflinchingly parses every pos-
sible aspect of gay male sexuality, from cir-
cuit parties to nonmonogamy to unprotect-
ed sex to bathhouse orgies. Again, he
looks with two lenses: those of outsider
(Jane Goodall-style anthropologist) and
insider (funny queen, making Tallulah
Bankhead jokes).

Mostly, the schizophrenia works. One
wonders whether homophobic citizens
would be so scared if the gay subculture
were something unearthed from an
ancient civilization in which the citizens

built intimate relationships in both couples
Continued on page 15

Kentucky Bluegrass Fairness
Bluegrass Chapter

decision-makers to ensure equal treatment
of LGBT people in the Bluegrass and
around the state. Contact us to help in the
fight and to stay informed on important
issues.

SUPPORT BLUEGRASS FAIRNESS!!!!

“The BLUEGRASS

‘CHAPTER of Kentucky FA' R NE s s
Faimess Alliance i, :
PO Box 22032 »ﬁ
Lexington, KY |
'40522-2032 No More, No Less §

Cal: (859) 296-7812//visit www.bluegrassfaimess.org l
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and webs, created elaborate tribal sexual
rituals and crafted new ways of being men
with women.

It doesn't seem beside the point to add
that Nimmons writes with a warm, chatty -
Dare we say it? - queer voice. While cov-
ering the question of whether gay men are
genetically different, he writes, "One can
find a study suggesting that gay men's fin-
gerprints show a different pattern of finger-
print ridges from straight guys' (I think it's
all about moisturizer, myself)."

Even when he must give dry data or
lists of information, he infuses it with this
voice. Referring to a study of gay men's
career choices, he writes that they "don't
fix photocopiers, lay bricks, sort grain, fix
cars, fit pipes . . . or ever sign up as boring
machine operators (no, really, that is the
job title, #708, you can check)."

If there is anything about the book that
gives pause, it is Nimmons' relentlessly
rah-rah attitude. He risks proclaiming one
social group better than any other, specifi-
cally when he embraces the belief,
expressed in Plato's dialogue "The
Symposium,” in the superiority of gay men
("[These are the best of boys because
they are naturally bravest.") "But if Plato
was right, and we are the best of boys,"
Nimmons says, "we remain largely
unaware of it."

This is the purpose of the book: to
make gay men aware of a superiority one
is hard-pressed to let any single social
group claim (that kind of thinking seems to
end, occasionally, with genocide). But
despite low violent-crime rates, gay men
are men, and men have dominated
Western civilization since Plato's time,
more from force than bravery.

But one can understand the bra-burn-
ing zeal of Nimmons' text. He is tired of
misread data and sensational headlines;
he is weary of bigotry and hate crimes; but

most of all, he is fed up with the low self-
image he believes too many gay men
have.

"Where do we speak of how we might
imagine an old age we'd actually relish? Or
what kinds of touch friends might best give
each other?” Nimmons asks, with no avail-
able satisfying answers. "So we discuss
Ecstasy, but not ecstasy; body fascism, not
affectionate touch.”

Ultimately, what's wrong with gay men
is what's wrong with all men, at least in this
country: an emotional illiteracy that is
wrongly equated with weakness.

Turner Counseling

(659)269-6497
2216 Young Dr. #1
Lexington, KY 40505

Experienced Professional Therapists
in a Safe and Friendly Environment

Beverly K. Turner, LCSW
Apryl Tandy, LCSW
James Moore, LCSW
Jo Lillard, LCSW
Mendy Daniels, LCSW
Joy Leet-Mullins, LCSW
Diane Hill, LCSW

Most Medical Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted
LCSW Supervision Avalable

Pre-filled Bill: Ky Legislature

A bill of interest to our community has been
pre-filed for the next Ky legislative session.
BR 64, filled by Representative Kathy Stein
and Representative Mary Lou Marzian,
seeks to amend KRS Chapter 344.010 to
define "gender identity” and "sexual orien-
tation". These changes will prohibit dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation and
gender identity. Thanks Kathy and Mary
Lou!
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Kentucky GLBT History

Henry Faulkner
By Jeff Jones

Area artists may well want to avoid the
corner of Broadway and Third Street. In
1938 modemist artist Edward Fisk was hit
here by a taxi cab as he stood at the cor-
ner. Fisk was only injured, but forty-three
years later this same intersection was the
site of another, fatal combination of a car
and a pedestrian. In 1981 Lexington and
the international art scene lost Henry
Faulkner, a gay Kentucky artist variously
described as "mad", "outrageous", "tem-
peramental”, and "elfin".

Like his onetime housemate James
"Sweet Evening Breeze" Herndon,
Faulkner is one of a special class of gay
Southern men whose eccentricities memo-
rialized them as "characters" right out of
Southern gothic novels. Also like Sweets,
young Faulkner was separated from his
family as a boy. Faulkner's family's pover-
ty and the death of his mother when he
was two, led to his placement with the
Kentucky Children's Home in Louisville.
Moved among foster homes, young Henry
finally ended up a foster child with a poor
family of tobacco farmers in their three
room home in Falling Timbers. This tiny
town near Lebanon is where Faulkner grew
up. Because he played with dolls and liked
to draw, he faced harassment from neigh-
borhood kids and repeatedly attempted to
run away.

Although he was eventually returned to
the orphanage, Faulkner pointed to his
time in Falling Timbers as the inspiration
for his later Primitive style art. With few
decorations other than ads from Sears cat-
alogs, Faulkner believed that rural people
turned to their own inner inspiration and
unschooled, unconventional art styles.

At age 18 Faulkner left the orphanage
and roamed the United States. He sup-
ported himself through various odd jobs,
drag shows, hustling, and con jobs. Slim,
intense, and handsome, he made his way
to California where he studied art. In 1955
when Faulkner was about 31, he returned
to Lexington wearing his then signature suit
made of green velvet.

Faulkner’s first home in Lexington was
with Sweet Evening Breeze who had a his-
tory of taking in homeless waifs and
opened his Prall Street home to Faulkner.
The two became fast friends in spite of their
very different personalities. Sweets was
most often laid back and non-threatening,
whereas Faulkner was fiery and tempera-
mental, according to his biographer
Charles House.

In 1964 a local showing of Faulkner's
artwork made him an instant celebrity. By
the early 1970s Faulkner's art sales
allowed him to buy a large home at 462
West Third Street and rent a Key West
house on Peacon Lane owned by artist
Bertolt Brecht's son. Faulkner divided his
time between Lexington and Key West
when he was not traveling the world among
America's elite artists and writers.

Faulkner's friends included poet Ezra
Pound and James Herlihy, author of
Midnight Cowboy. Faulkner met Pound
when both were institutionalized for a peri-
od in an insane asylum. Tennessee
Williams was also a friend and reportedly
an occasional lover. Williams' final play,
The Lingering Hour, was about Faulkner
and referred to him as "the ultimate artist".
Faulkner also developed a strong friend-
ship with Daphne Phelps, a beautiful
American whose adventures while living in
a Sicilian villa are now described in her
book A House in Sicily.

Faulkner considered living itself an art

form and never :
..continued on next page
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shied away from being unconventional.
He kept pet chickens at his Third Street
mansion and could be seen driving
around town with a car full of cats and
dogs. Faulkner reputedly has no less
than 27 pet Siamese cats at one time
and was often accompanied to movies,
parties, and the occasional UK football
game by Alice, his bourbon-drinking
goat.

Whether going to bar openings in a
crushed velvet dress on the arms of two
muscle men, having a female French
prostitute entertain at one of his
Second Street parties, or pestering
local gay young men to get in his car
for a blowjob, Faulkner's ways fasci-
nated some but marked him as
strange or even predatory for others.

On December 5, 1981, Faulkner was

_killed when hit by a car while walking

Domestic Partnership

Julie Fain has been working with Lexmark
for approval of domestic partner benefits
and has been sucessful! Lexmark will be
offering same sex Domestic Partner Benefits
in 2003!

Employees will receive notification in the
mail and will be able to sign up in October.
There will be no official announcement.

So, chalk one more up to grass roots
activism! Thanks Julie.

Lexington Men’s Chorus

The Men’s Chorus is rehearsing on
Sundays from 5:30 to 7:45 at St. Michaels
Church, 2025 Bellefonte Dr. The chorus is
open to all who love to sing, no auditions
required. If you have quyestions, email
Kenneth@Imcky.org.

downtown at the age of ——
57. The LFUCG hon-
ored him with a resolu-
tion, and he left behind
his legend and a legacy
in his artwork and influ-
ence on students such
as Bob Morgan, Julia
Speed, and Jan
McKenzie Keene.

& “Keep the love you find,

JESSICA BOLLINGER, LCSW

Certified Imago Relationship Therapist
couples, family, individuals

jessica@cwevent.com

Get the love you want!”

859-552-6533

CLlTMonline.com

“Com plfté’ Persomal sevvice”
(859) 881-3849 or (859) 533-7845

|
Online service $17.95 per month

Web Design starting at $24.95 a month
Custom Computers and Networks

Serving our Community
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Soulforce in Action
by Jamie McDaniel

One of the Soulforce vows is "l believe
that my adversary is not my enemy, but a
victim of misinformation as | have been."
To be sure, this is a difficult statement to
say aloud - let alone try to live by. Probably
every person who has studied nonviolence
and has considered the vow has, at one
time or another, wondered about his or her
own naivete.

Once, while standing across the street
from Fred Phelps and his gang in New
Orleans and watching a little girl fidget with
her brightly colored "God Hates Fags" sign
as her mother stood nearby waving an
equally spiritually violent sign, | wondered
about the terms "adversary" and "enemy."
Fred a victim? The only victims | could
clearly see were GLBT people and this lit-
tle girl and her older brother. | have come
to believe, however, that the answer is yes.
The people who spread anti-gay rhetoric
are victims of misinformation... as | have
been.

For me, the part "as | have been" has
real significance. It is to my shame that |
admit racism by laughing at "black” jokes
and homophobia by telling gay jokes dur-
ing my high school years. There is proba-
bly a list of reasons for my past behavior,
not the least of which is insecurity.
However, the idea of being a victim of mis-
information is powerfully true. | was misin-
formed about God’s radical love. | was
misinformed about the human family. | was
misinformed about such concepts as jus-
tice, peace, and equality.

So now, when | see people who spread
false teachings concerning GLBT people, |
see them as an adversary to justice, a vic-
tim of misinformation - but not an enemy.
Untruth is my real enemy. It is untruth that
holds my adversary in bondage.

Soulforce is gearing up for the national
action in Lynchburg, Virginia. As many of us
know, Rev. Jerry Falwell is a primary
source of misinformation about homosexu-
al people and homosexuality. He and the
people of Thomas Road Baptist Church are
carrying the yoke of untruth concerning
GLBT people. We will bring them truth in
love - and we will do it relentlessly.

Already Mel White and Gary Nixon, co-
founders of Soulforce and partners for
more than 20 years, have done something
daring and creative. They have Ileft
California and moved into a house directly
across the street from Jerry’s church! They
plan to live in the community for one year
and attend Jerry’s church as an out gay
couple.

Falwell was in Kentucky on September
16th. Members of Soulforce Lexington and
the Kentucky Fairness Alliance joined
together to confront the anti-gay rhetoric.
Six GLBT people attended the church
where he was speaking and then attempt-
ed to meet up with him afterwards and give
him letters telling our stories and how his
anti-gay teachings have caused suffering.
Because of tight security, the meeting did
not happen. However the press covered
the story and it made the front page of the
Paducah Sun. The following day we
overnighted the letters to Falwell along with
a copy of the wonderful book, "Rightly
Dividing the Word of Truth: a resource for
congregations in dialogue on sexual orien-
tation.”

Consider going with us to Lynchburg on
October 25-27. Already more than 150 peo-
ple across the nation are signed up. It will
be a powerful stand for justice that will
transform you and hopefully help to change
the hearts and minds of others.

For Soulforce meeting times contact
Jamie at 273-2746 or check out our web
site at www.SoulforcelnKentucky.org.

GLSO Page 18

ARG

A A EOECNANANESTIRT=HO)Y




Young Pride: A
Space for our youth

The Gay Straight Alliance is meeting
weekly and we are planning a coming out
party for later in the month of Oct. For
information call the office at 253-3233 or
Mary Crone at 266-5904 (after Oct 11).

Members of our youth group have
come from all of our public schools, sev-
eral private schools, and LCC. Some
members are finished with High School
and are working.

GSA members are involved in many
activities. One young man is acting in
Dunbar's fall production of "The Laramie
Project." This great play opens on Wed.
October 9 and will run until the following
Sunday, Oct 13. Show times are at 8 pm
on all nights and at 2:30 pm on Saturday
and Sunday. Tickets can be bought at the
door and cost $6 for students and $8 for
adults. Please come out and support us.

Women’s Spirituality
Group

The Woman'’s Spirituality Group of the

Unitarian Universalist Church has its first
meeting of the fall on Friday, Oct 18 at the
home of Mary Crone. We meet at 6:30 for
pot luck and at 7:15 for a program. Come
at either time. (Pot luck is low key, bring
sometime from Krogers if you are busy.)
This evening we will be playing a coopera-
tive game, Go Goddess. We also hope to
have a bonfire, weather permitting. Call for
directions or more information 266-5904.
(after Oct 11)

The Woman'’s Spirituality group is a
social support group in which we learn
about and celebrate the sacred female
energy in the universe. Our second meet-
ing will be on Friday, Nov. 1. We will have
a Samheim ritual in honor of our female
ancestors. Bring a picture or an item
belonging to an ancestor for the alter. We
paln a bonfire for this evening also.

Miss Gay Fentucky At 1 arge

Sundae DeLaRouge

needs you support to compete in Miss National at Large 2003
Benifit Show

Wednesday, October 2
Club 141

P PM

Featured Entertainers
Monica Van Pelt, Miss National at Large 2002

LaToya BaCall, Miss National at Large 2001
Tuesday DelaRouge, Janelle Claiborne, Jennifer Grant, Lady Marmalade




BLUEGRASS MORTGAGE, INC.

2808 Palumbo Drive, #200, Lexington, KY 40509
Millenium Office Park

Conventional Loans

Government Loans
Adjustable Rate

Mortgages

Free Pre-qualifications

Personal service with excellent products

Automated in-house processing

Quick loan approvals

Closing on Site - our office

Non-conforming - make sense loans

Jumbo loans over $300,700 to 1.0 million

Construction to permanent loans

Extended lock-ins

No points - no origination loans
No closing costs loans

Truly - One Stop Mortgage Services
After Hours rate line 859-293-8941

@ Office 859-514-4300 « FAX 859-514-4301
Srrontomy Toll Free 1-800-894-7637
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AIDS VolunteersI Inc.

Commiitted to providing education, outreach and advocacy about HIV
and AIDS in Central and Eastern Kentucky in order to:

* Prevent the Spread of HIV

 Inspire a compassionate response for those who face the
challenges of HIV and AIDS

e Meet the needs of those who are infected and affected by HIV
disease

Following are some of the services ha AVOL provides toward these

ends:

e Speakers Bureau * Prevention Workshops

e Support Groups e Community Outreach

* Rental Assistance e Condom Distribution

o Utility Assistance e Caregiver Teams

* Housing Opportunities e Chemical Dependency

for Persons with Aids Assessment & Referral
e Material Distribution e And Much More...
Street Address:

Office Telephone: 263 North Limestone Street
(859) 225-3000 Lexington, KY 40507
Fax: Mailing Address:
(859) 225-9244 P.O. Box 431

Lexington, KY 40588-0431
Agency E-mail:
AIDSVolunteers@aol.com Website:
www.AlIDSVolunteers.org
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In exchange for a room, Ann
Baker, PhD will work 5hrs a
wk evenings or weekends:

tutor, cook, clean, child, elder,
or pet care, troubleshoot etc

859 323 5491
mouse@lamar.colostate.edu

Jackie is volunteering to do Graphic Design
work at the Pride Center. We are asking for a
donation of $8 an hour or $15 per design. All
proceeds will go to the Pride Center. In the
future she will be able to do printing jobs as
well. We hope that this service will help sup-

port purchasing our own community center. > -
She can do the following design work: pEADlJNES'
__Articles and Ad Space:
Business Cards Brochures October 15
Resumes Letterhead Design '
Business Form : put “newsletter”
Greeting Cards Event Flyers in the sub‘eCt line

Call or come by to see if we have the serv-
ice you need. Let us help each other and our
community. Call 253-3233 between 10am and
3pm or 971-3315 after 5.

Ads you have reserved
_ space for by the 15th

~ send in by OCT 20

J GLSO needs your support to continue opperating the Pride Centerj
which provides space for many GLBT groups to meet and houses our library, to
Ipublish this newsletter, to support the Gay Straight Alliance for Youth, and tol
reach out to GLBT individuals who are still struggling to be themselves. Pleas
subscribe and become a voting member of GLSO. If for any reason you need a

lreduced rate please use this form to indicate what you can pay. We want ou
Inewsletter to reach as many people as possible.

IName Phone #

4 Address

City, State, Zip

l— $15 Membership and Newsletter
$20 Couple membership and newsletter

| $25 Two year membership and newsletter
| would like the newsletter at this reduced rate
I Additional contribution
I Mail to GLSO News PO Box 11471 Lexington, KY 40575
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3 Bars...1 Place

THE LiIvinG Room LOUNGE...
(OPEN MON-SAT 4 PM1 AM)

THE GILDED CAGE CABARET..

(OPEN THURS-SAT; SHOWTIMES
10 PM & 12 AM)

JOIN US FOR HALLOWEEN, OCTOBER  31*
CELEBRATING
OUR 22ND ANNIVERSARY

THE JoHNNY ANGEL Disco..

(OPEN WED-SAT 11 PM-1 AM, WITH
AFTERHOURS ON SAT. TILL 330 AM)

224 E. Main St « 255-1551 « Must be 21 years old with ID
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GLSO Board
GLSO Pride Center 253-3233
GLSO Board (Terry) 252-2867
GLSO Discussion Group (Ginger) . . .253-3233
GLSO News (Mary) 266-5904
Subscriptions (Ginger) 253-3233
Ad Design (Dan) 494-1832
GLSO Speakers Bureau (Mary) 266-5904
Youth Gay Straight Alliance (Mary) . .266-5904
GLSO on Line lexingtonglso@yahoo.com
www.bluegrasspride.org

Student Groups

Morehead State University (Ned) 606-783-2294
UK Lambda (Sara & Dave) . .info@uklambda.com
Berea College ACE League (Dale) .859-985-3633
Centre College (BGLAD-Mykol) 238-5332

Anonymous HIV Testing
Jessamine County
Lexington-Fayette County
Madison County
Woodford County

U.K. Adolescent Medicine

HIV/AIDS Info/Services

AIDS Volunteers, Inc 225-3000

Lexington Health Department (Julie) . . . .288-2362

HIV/AIDS Legal Project 502-584-1254
HIV Education Youth Group 278-7494
HIV Support (Somerset) . . .679-7478 or 678-5814
Cumberland Region (SEKY-Pat) . . .606-864-3776
or 888-425-7282
800-559-4448
502-574-0161
859-341-4264
800-522-8289
252-2867

Barren River Region
Louisville Region (Geri)
Northern Kentucky Region
Purchase Region
Moveable Feast

VOA (Mark)

Community

Alcoholics Anonymous (Brian) 245-7471
276-2917
277-1877
278-2608

502-672-8673
225-9169

296-7812

AL-Anon (Office)

Bluegrass Belles (Marjorie)
(Ann)

Bluegrass C.O.L.T.S. (Morris)

Bluegrass Faimess

Council for Peace and Justice

(Richard)

DOJ Pride (Robin)

Fairness of Louisville

First Link (was Ask-Us)

GLSEN-KY (Gina)

G/L Defense Fund

International Gay Bowling (Steve) . . .276-3058

277-6101
231-8526

irectorxry

Imperial Court of KY
bluegrassempire@hotmail.com
KY Leather Productions (Larry) 253-0185
Kyians for the Commonwealth
jlynjenks@msn.com
Lexington Lyons Leather/Levi Club
Thomas . . . .272-4048
Lake Cumberland Gay Alliance
roger@hyperaction.net
Lexington Dress & Gender Alliance . .433-8388
Lexington Human Rights Commission 252-4931
Lexington Men’s Chorus (Kenneth) . .255-1974
Louisville Youth Group 502-894-9787
Men of all Colors Together (Jon) 351-4453
mactby@aol.com
Moonshine Bears of KY (Bobby) . . ..494-2625
Pride Alliance of Central KY
859-236-4547
859-854-0596

PFLAG (Jim)

PFLAG Berea (Ed)

Pegasus Travel

Rainbow Bowling League (Steve) . ..276-3058
Richmond Q Club (Larry) 859-623-7720
Sistersound (Patti) 243-0243
Sistahs in the Life (Joan)

24 hr. Crisis Line

24 hr. Teen Crisis Line

Religious Groups
Dignity (Catholic-Richard)
HUGS

268-1351
257-7880
Interweave (Unitarian-Davina) 253-3233
Integrity (Episcopal-Rev. Stone) 277-7511
Jubilee Fellowship (Beverly & Corina) 264-7006
CWBM121893@aol.com
MCC-Elizabethtown (Rev.Cathy) . . .888-340-6223
MCC-Louisville (Rev. Dee) 502-587-6225
MCC-Paducah (Rev. Lillian) . .. .270-443-3339
Norse Pagan Community (Rev. Pat) . . . .268-1640
KY Pagan Forum .. http://go.to/kypaganforum/
RainbowWind (Pagan-Sarah) 273-2455
Soulforce (Jamie) 273-2746
www. SoulforcelnKentucky.org

St. Augustine’s Chapel
(Episcopal-Rev. Chris) . .254-3726
Open Door (Christian-Rev. Pam) . . . .396-7636

DEADLINES:
Articles and Ad Space: Sept. 15
Ads we know are coming: Sept. 20
marycrone@aol.com




