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~ The Stock-Feeder’s Interest in European Reciprocity.
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Excessive supplies of cattle in leading markets during
the past year have taxed the capacity of Stock Yards, the
ingenuity of salesmen, the resources of distributors and the
purses of producers. Particularly is this true of the lower
and medium grades constituting the great bulk of the sup-
ply. The question of markets is one therefore having pe-
culiar interest to all parties concerned at the present time.
Slaughterers have apparently made every effort to stimu-
late the home market: the average price received for dressed
beef at wholesale during 1905 at Chicago being only about
6Y4c per Ib. The shipping and export (English) demand
helps to make a clearance of the better grades, but the
wwestion of what to do with the flood of grass and short-

1 cattle from farm and range becomes more perplexing

r by year.

WHAT ONE FOREIGN MARKET TAKES.

ne English market gives us an enormous outlet for the

cer grades of live-stock; our annual sales of feed-lot
oducts to London, Liverpool and other British cities ag-
gregating nearly $150,000,000. But for this our Western
feeders would indeed be in hard lines, because the surplus
of this industry is so stupendous that the home market
alone is powerless to absorb it at a price that would admit
of the feeding of high-priced corn upon high-priced land, at
any profit. [Zven here, however, we will have to look close-
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“The period of exclusiveness is
past. The expansion of our trade
and commerce is the pressing prob-
lem. Commercial wars are unprofit-
able. A policy of good will and
friendly trade relations will prevent
reprisals. Reciprocity treaties are
in harmony with the spirit of the
times; measures of retaliation are
not. If perchance some of our tarifls
are no longer needed, for revenue
or to encourage and protect our in-
dustries at home, why should they
not be employed to extend and pro-
mote our markets abroad?”’

; — WM. MOKINLEY.

ly to our laurels as Argentine is becoming a more dangerous
competitor in Great Britain each recurring season.

ALMOST UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES.

Continental Europe would afford a vast outlet for the
very class of meats most difficult to find a market for in
Britain or America if a key to unlock the doors could in
any way be found. The common people there are practi-
cally without beef at all times! Horsemeat is in frequent
evidence. They would feast upon grades and cuts of beef
which we are too fastidious to buy. Where we demand a
steak or a roast they would be delighted with corned beef or
a boiling cut. And as for hams, bacon, sausage, lard, etes;
the product of literally millions of corn-fed hogs could be
marketed in France, Germany and contiguous countries if
a way could be found through the custom house.

None except those who have studied the situation abroad
have any adequate conception of what daily commissions
in our leading markets from Paris, Hamburg, Bremen, Ber-
lin, Vienna and other great Continental centres of popula-
tion would mean to the farmers and feeders of agricultural
America. And, on the other hand, only those who know
personally the comparative scarcity of good bread and meat
on the Continent can appreciate fully what a blessing such
an American “invasion” would be to the masses of people.

Is there not some way whereby the European consumer




and the American producer can be brought in touch? Pos-
sibly not; but as our exclusion is a matter of hostile tariffs,
the least we can do is to study the question carefully and see
if some cannot be figured out of bringing the groaning
granaries and glutted cattle pens of the West within reach
of the poorly-fed millions of the old world. It is under-
stood that Germany is in a mood to treat with us with a
view towards averting a commercial war, and it is only a
few years since France approved of a treaty which would
have allowed us to sell her some $25,000,000 of agricultural
products annually; but thus far all efforts to secure these
European outlets for our corn, wheat, oats, cattle,
dressed beef, pork, ctc., have proved unavailing.

hogs,

IPROCITY COMES IN,

The delegates to the National Reciprocity Conference
held in Chicago last August representing such bodies as the
National Live-stock-Association; the American Stock Grow-

ssociation, the leading live-stock exchanges, the CI

cago and other Boar
manufacturing associations, the Short-horn, Hereford, Aber-
deen-Angus and other cattle growers Associations, in brief
ov 00 representative agricultural and commercial organ-

ations, resolved that in their judgment the main trouble
was the failure of our Government to carry out the broad
statesmanship of Wm. McKinley in the matter of providing
vents or outlets for our surplus; and in accordance with the
instructions of that important gathering the American Recip-
rocal Tariff League has been formedfor the purpose of
presenting that view of the case to Congress and the coun-
try; in the hope that through discussion and study of the
problem a solution profitable alike to both Europe and Amer-
ica may be reached.

of Trade, important mercantile and

TWO FACTIONS BLOCK THE WAY.

Two interests prevent at this time the accomplishment of
this object, the one German the other American; but forces
are now in motion on hoth sides the water that may in
time lead to better reciprocal arrangements. The Agrarian
landlords in Germany want American farm products kept
out. Why? Simply because they are thereby enabled to

secure excessive prices for what few sheep, swine; cattle and

grain their soil grudgingly produces. The American “stand-
patter” objects to our making any tariff concessions to
Germany. Why? Simply because certain highly protected
interests here now claim as a vested right a measure of
protection which many of them no longer need.

Needless to say, both parties could concede enough to
bring about better and friendlier relations, if they would;
but will the people of Germany and America insist upon
their doing it? That is the whole question in a nutshell.
The refusal, thus far of both parties to the controversy to
yield even an inch is driving the two great nations head-
long into a commercial war, the results of which none can
foresee.

McKinley's dictum that “Commercial wars are unprofit-
able” commends itself to all conservative business men.
Wm. McKinley was an ardent advocate of Reciprocity
Treaties, but as is generally known all his efforts to secure
ratification of these were thwarted in the Senate. Twelve
separate treaties negotiated under his direction failed of
ratification and Section 4 of the Dingley Bill under which
he acted has now expired by limitation. Some have pro-
posed a revival of this Reciprocity section of the existing
law at this session of Congress, but it is said that the Senate
is still hostile to the treaty idea. What then can be done?

THE CONTENTION OF THE AMERICAN
RECIPROCAL TARIFF LEAGU

The maximum and minimum tariff is now generally con-
ceded to represent the most effective method of applying
the Protective principle to International trade. It is con-
ceded by many of those highest in the councils of the domi-
nant party that this is the best way to meet the troubles
that now beset our export business. In fact with nearly all
Europe already upon the dual-tariff basis we are put to such
a disadvantage that sooner or later we will apparently be
forced to adopt a similar policy in self defense; and in sup-
port of our contention let us quote from a recent interview
with one of the recognized Republican leaders of the United
States Senate. Hon. Shelby M. Cullom of Illinois, who as
Chairman of the Commiftee on Foreign Relations has had

exceptional opportunities for studying this matter in all jts™

bearings says:

“We must not go about this matter in a spirit of re-
taliation,” said the Senator. sermany and other coun-
tries undoubtedly have the right to adjust their tariff
tems to suit their own individual interests. We never have
hesitated to exercise that right for ourselves. The tariff
is necessarily a selfish affair. - We should fix rates of duty
in such a way as to further our own interests both at
home and abroad.

“We want to build up American industries in America,
but we cannot do that successfully unless we also build
up American trade abroad. “n slightest
prospect of the adoption of any arbitrary system of re-
ciprocity or the successful negotiation and ratification of
any general rcmprocm treaties at the present time. If we
are not in a position to give Germany or other countries
some concessions in return for concessions we demand
from them we shall get the worst of the bargain.

“Germany would lose more than we would by cutting
off trade relations. But the trouble is that under our
present system, we camnot retaliate successfully. That is
to say, Germany can force us to pay maximum tariff rates
on ail goods we send into that country, but Germany will
pay us our regular rates all the time. We have no weapon
to compel her to give us the minimum rate.

“The maximum and minimum tariff idea will meet thie
problems which now are confronting us in our relations
with foreign countries, and particularly with Germany.

“I made a speech, as you may remember, at the re-
ciprocity convention at Chicago, in which I advocated a

maximum and minimum tariff as the only means of secur-
ing that elasticity which is necessary to enable us to meet
a similar system in foreign countries. We cannot hope to
get into France and Germany and other European nations
unless we are prepared to make concessions to them, It
is folly to use the word ‘stand pat’ in the sense of saying
we must never touch the tariff, even when our own inter-
ests require that we should do so.

“T have been a protective tariff man all my public life
and was originally a Whig, but I believe the necessities
of our foreign commerce require that we should do some-
thing. As I said, we must not approach this in a spirit
of retaliation. We can casily prepare a maximum and
minimum tariff rate which will give us entrance to Euro-
pean and other markets on the same terms as most fav-
ored nations everywhere.

OPPOSED TO RETALIATION.

“If we should take the present tariff and add 25 per
cent to it and make a maximum, we would have a maxi-
mum and minimum tariff at once, but the rest of the world
would naturally say it was a threat and retaliatory in its
nature,

“We could, however, make the present tariff the maxi-

mum and reduce it 25 per cent for the minimum, or could
make the maximum 10 per cent above our rate and the
minimum 15 per cent below it. It would be a simple
matter to devise a maximum and minimum tariff
which would not disturb business, which would
not be an attack upon the protective principle, but
which would, in the long run, give us access to the
markets of Germany and France, of which we now
are about to be deprived almost wholly.
( this speedily we Shall find we are com
p(l]ul to pay a maximum rate everywhere, while countries
which enforce their maximum rates against us will con-
tinue to send their goods into our country at our regular
rates.”

As we have been the aggressors in this matter it does
not, seem reasonable to tallk retaliation. Witness our
12 sion and excessive duties in the case of
moat of the &,ommodmsx Burope has to offer in ex-
change for our products. Europe is simply paying us
back in our own coin. We are ‘‘up against” the very
condition foretold so clearly by President McKinley.
We have no one to blame but ourselves. Now is the
time if ever to ponder seriously the last admonition of
the great Protectionist President :

*If perchance some of our tariffs are no longer
needed for revenue or to encourage and protect our
industries at home, why should they not be em-
ployed to extend and promote our markets abroad?™

And yet it is said that Congress is seriously consid-
ering the question of “meeting” this difficulty by pass-
ing an act raising the Dingley duties 25 per cent higher
against countries that have the audacity (?) to adopt
exclusive policie:

SO-CALLED SANITARY RESTRICTIONS
MUST BE DEALT WITH.

The magnitude of this task of trying to unlock the
doors of Burope to our food-stuffs is shown by the fact
that it is not enough that we adopt a course which shall
give us minimum tariff rates. There is another lion in
the path of our meaf trade—a network of unv

i i i tion fees, ete., that ar
protective measures i ise. These are quite as
effective in shutting out our feed-lot products as tarifl
schedule Hence any action taken by Congress look-
ing towards the opening of these markets must con-
template concessions sufficient to induce Germany and
France to abandon their absurd contention that our live-
stock and live-stock products are diseased.

The mere fact that Great Britain takes these prod-
ucts in enormous quantities year after year without
detecting or introducing any disease whatsoever proves
the hollowness of the French and German i
regulations. Any adjustment of trade regulations with
Continental countries that fails to obtain a modification
of the: addition to securing minimum tariff rates,
will fall far short of accomplishing the object sought;
but it is only through tariff concessions that we can
hope to bring this about.

Recognizing as we do the perplexing character of the
problem, we submit that the case is not hopeless if
approached in the right spivit. We submit that ‘‘if per-
chance some of our tariffs are no longer needed” it is
high time they were émployed in an attempt at secur-
ing a much-needed outlet for a surplus that is burden
some.

Write to your own member of Congress, write to
both Senators from your State and get your neighbors
to do the same.

Ask them to please take this question up and
study it.

(= Suggest that this business should be settled
upon a basis of mutual concession; not with clubs.

If a maximum and minimum law is to be passed
based upon existing schedules, the present duties
should be the maximum and a level at least 20 per
cent below established as a minimum.

Any further increase in rates is absurd and will only
make matters worse.

Parties desiring to help promote a study of this im-
portant question are invited to correspond with

W. E. SKINNER, Sec’y Am. Rec. Tariff League,

77 Jackson Boulevard, Chicago.




ROYAL COMBINATION 63404

Bought for $400 at eleven months old. Weight
750 pounds as a yearling, Owned by

C. H. C. ANDERSON & CO.,
FAIRVIEW FARM,
CARLINVILLE, - - - ILLINOIS

Breeders of Berkshire Swine, Shorthorn Cattle,
Collie Dogs, Lt. B., B.P.R , R C W, L. Poaltry,
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