%ﬁxﬁﬁ& ! nu...afﬂ.h. TGN g T R R S T R e e p— e

LIFE OF JACOB GREEN




o

e e e ARG NS T L

g




i
I

Pt Il VAL S B TS i P e AT O o e R e R ] R e e A S Y e T e

I

T



[T




|

e

T

~w

f e e T

TETERT A



NN Sl e T T

k|

s

=

—_
Lat

1

= 5 e

=2

e T s i

T =TT



e T

e

oy

=

=

APEEE. T

=

E oy

RV EE

—

i

»=

RS

7T v

itE
UE







NARBATIVE

THE LIFE

J_D GREEV

A RUNAWAY SLAVE,

N
B~ T

i i e e O o

|
i FROM KENTUCKY,
v CONTAINING AN
; ACCOUNT OF HIS THREE ESCAPES,
% In 1839, 184€. and 1848,

: EIGHTH THOUSAND.

—_—

;;_ . LIBRARY OF

| 4 C HUDDERSFIELD : A-
| # D BY HENRY FIELDING, PACK HORSE YARD.







Ly

<
2
A
¢
§

3
A
- 9 \

£

-

.

-

il Sl

—

L WA

o - 2<TESTIMONIALS.

&

; ‘Jacob Green, a coloured man and an escaped
‘slave, has l‘ctured in my hearing, on American
Jqlavery, m Springfield LJuhorol room, and I was
imuch pleased with the prupm,t‘, with which be
was able to express himself, and with the capa-
blLt.IeS whichk he seemed to possess to interest

| an audience.
: GILBERT Mc.CALLUM.
3 Minister of Springfield
3 Independent Chapel, Dewsbury.

‘Sept 2, 1863.
. Hopton House, Sept. 10, 1863.

I have much pleasure in bearing my testimony
in favour of Mr. Jacob Green, as a lecturer on

1n
the. subject of American Slavery, having been

ALY 3

' present when he gave an ﬁblt.. and t:iﬁment

lecture here about a month ago. B aving him-

of that accursed * institution,” he 1s well fitted
to describe its horrors, and I have no doubt that
amongst certain classes, his labours in the anti-
Sld.\t_r} cause may be more telling and efficient

I
'
4
! self witnessed and e\imu_m cd the fearful effects
{
1
4

B than those of more highly “dumttd lecturers who

do not profess lis peculiar advanteges. I shall
bé well pleased to hear of him bcm'r unpluu d
by any anii-slavery society.
JAMES CAMERON,
Minister of Hopton Chapel.
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Eccleshill, Sept. 11, 1863.

Mr. Jacob Green gave a lecture on Slavery, in
our School-room here, about two months ago,
which I considered a very able one ; and it was
so considered by my peocple. ot
i ' JOHN ASTON.

I certify that Mr. Jacob Green has delivered
two lectures in the Foresters’ Hall, Denholm, to
a very numerous audience ; and on each occasion
has given great satisfaction. The subjects were,
first—Slavery,—second, the American War. He
~lectures remarkably well, and has a powerful
voice ; and I have not the least doubt would
give satisfaction in lecturing elsewhere. The
chair on each occasion was taken—Afirst, by my-
self as incumbent—second, by the Rev. T.
Roberts, Independent Minister.

J. F. N. EYRE.
Incumbent of Denholm.

-/ 'Oct. 18th, 1863.

I can thoroughly endorse the sentiments of
the Rev. J. F. N. Eyre, herein recorded.
T. ROBERTS.

Mr. J. D. Green has lectured four times in
our School-rooms, and each time he has given
_very great satisfaction to a large assembly.
From what I have seen of him, I believe him to
be worthy of public sympathy and support.

: WILLIAM INMAN, Minister.

Ovenden, Nov. 14, 1863.




NARRATIVE, &c. = .

My father and mother were owned by Judge Charles Earle,
of Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, and I T was born on the
24th of August, 1813.

From emht to eleven years of age I was emplc)) ed as an
errand bo;, carrying water pr mmpall} for domestic purposes,
for 113 slaves and the family. As I grew older, in the morn-
ings I was employod looking after the.cows, and waiting in
the house, and at twelve years I remember being in great
danger of los'ng my life in a singular way. I had seen the
relish with which master and friends took drink from a bottle,
and seeing a similar bottle in the closet, I thought what was
good for them would be goed for me, and T laid hold of the
bottle and took a good dmunht of (Oh horror of horrors)
oxalic acid, and the doctor said my safety was occasioned by a
hahit I had of putting my head in the milk pail and drinking
milk, as by doing so the milk caused me to vomit and saved my
life. About this time my mother was sold to a trader named
‘Woodfork, and where she was conveyed [ have not heared up
to the present time. This ciroumstance caused serious re-
flections I my mind, as to the situation of slaves, and caused
me to contrast the condition of 2 whi.e boy with mine, which
the following occurrence will more uvullv pourtray. One
morning af er my morher was sold, a white boy was stealing

corn ou.t of my master’s brrn, and I said for this act we black

boys will be wipped until one of us coufesses to have done
that we are all innocent of, as such is the case in every
instance ; and I thoucht, Oh, that master was here, or the
overs er, I would then let them see what becomes of the zorn.
But, I saw he was of wi h the corn to the extent of half a

~bushel, and I will say nothing about 1t until ths*} miss 1t, and

lfl tell them they wont bel eve me it he denies it, because he
is white and I am black. Oh! Lhow dreadful it is to be black!
Why was I born black? It would have been bettor had I not
been boin at all. Only yesterday, my mother was sold to go
to, ot one of us knows were, and I am left alone, and I
have no hope of seeing her again. At this moment a raven
alighied on a tree over my huc!, and T cried; “Oh, Raven !
if 1 had \\mgﬁl ike you. I would socn find my mother and be
happy again.’ Bcicre parting she advised me to be a good
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boy, and she would pray for me, an1T must pray for her, and
hoped we Tnight meet again in heaven, an | I at once commen-
ced to pray, to the bcst f my knowle. i e, ¢ Our Father art in
Heaven, be Thy name, kingdom come.—Amen " But, at this

rle, time, v.nrdq of my master obtruded into my mird that God
the . &id nat eare for black folks, as he did not make them, but the
d—!1 did. Then [ thought of the old saying amongst us, as
388 dtated bv our master, tlmr when God was mdl:‘m-- man, ile
1S€s, made white man out of the best elay, as p tters make china,
e and the d—1 was watching, and he Immvrlmtvl} to k up some
g1 black mud and made a black man, and called him a nigger.
reat My mastcr was continually impressing upon me the nece mltv
the ef being a good boy, and used to say, t'|| u if I was good, and
ttle, behased 25 well to him as my mother hud done, I should go
T to Heaven without a que\t'on beinz asked. My mother ha.v
the ino often said the same, I defterm’ned from that day to be a
ors) good boy, and constantly f equented the Meetin ~house at-
oy a ¢ nded by the blzeks where I learned from the minister, Mr.
ang Cobb, how much the Lord had done for the blacks and f.r
my their salvation ; and he wasin the habit of reminding us what
med advantages he had civen us for our benefit, for when we were
lup in’onr native eou 1trv Africa, we were destitute of Bible light,
re- Wm’%]nppm o idols of sticks and s ones, and bar barously mur-
15“_5*'3(1 dering one another, God put it into the hearts of these good
lich slaveholders to venture across the bo om of the hazardous
Qne Atlantic to Africa, and snatch us poor negroes as bronds from
ung the eternal burning, and bring us wher: we miglit sit under
[la‘-'k the droppings of his sanctuary, and 1 arn the ways of industry
Jone an | the way to God. < Oh, nigrers! how happy are your ey:s
rexy which see this heavenlylicht ; many il ions ot niggers dL‘HiI‘Cd .
the it long, but died without the sight. I fuquonth envy your !
orm. si‘nations, because God's special ! |~ssing seems to be ever over _
If a you, as though you were a seiect people, for how much hap- !
and pier is your position than that of a free man, whe, if sick, 5
e he must pay his doctor’s bill ; if hungry, must suppl}' his wants
wek! by his own exertions ; if thirsty, I.itht re resh himself by hig .
not own aid.  And yet you, oh, nizgirs! your master has all this !
o go care for you. He e sup; lies )ourdm} deth ; your meat and
d I your drink he prmuieq ;- and -when you are sick he finds the
ven best skill to br ng you to health as soon as pomhlo ioT your -
ren ! sickness is his loss, and your health his guin ; and, above all f
d be when you die (if you are obedient to your masters, znd good |
Jood niggers), your hl ack faces will shine like black jurs around the |
throne of God.” Such was the r.ligious instruction I was in
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the hablt of receiving unt’l T was about seventeen years o'd ;
and to d that when at ady time I happoned to be offended, or
struck by a white boy | was not to offend or strike in return,
unle s 15 was anothcr bluck, then T misht fislt as hrrd as T
chose in my own dezence,” It happ ned ab wmt this time there
was a white boy who was {‘umlmmliy stealing my tops and
marbles, and one merning when doing so I caug''t him, and
w: had a battle, an/' T h:d him down on the grourd when Mr.
Burmey came up. * He kicke. me away from the white boy,
saying it 1 be onged t2 him he woul:!! cur off my hends for
daring to strike a white boy ; this without askinz the cause
of the quarrel, or of :seer aining who was to b'ame. The
kick was so severe that | was sometime betore [ forsot it, and
created such a feeling of revenve in my bosom hait T was
det rmined wh n I b e¢am> aman I would pay him back in
his own coin, I went o tone duy, and measured mself by
a tree in the wood, : il eut a noteh in the tree to ascertrin
how tast I grew. I went at different times for the space of
two months and found I was no taller, and [ be -an to fear
he would die before i shouli huve g:own to man’s estate, and [
resolved ifh» d o T w. ulid makethis child en suffer by punishing
them instead of their fat er. At this tim» my master’s wife
had ¢wo lovers, this same Burmey and one ho rers, and they
de-pised each o her from feelings of jealousy. Master’s wile
seemed to favour Burm:y most, who was a great smoker, aud
she provided him with a large pipe with a German silver
bowl, which serewe:l on the t p; this pide she sually kept
on the mantel piece, ready fil ful with tobaceo. One mo:n-
ing [ was dusting ani sweeping out the dining-room, and 8 . w
the p pe on the mant l-piete. It okitdewn,and went lomy
young master William's powder closet and took out his powder
horn, and after taking half of the tobacco out of the pipe filleh
1t nearly full with powder, and covered it over with tobacco to
make it appear as usual when fi:led with tobaceo, replaced it,
and left. Rogers, came in about eight o'clock in the morn-
11'111', and remdlnml until eleven, when Mr. Burmey came, and
about an hour [ saw a great umhvr running about from all
parth of the plantation. Ileft the barn where I was thrashing
buck-wheat, and followed the rest to the housz, where [saw Mr.
Burmey lving back i1 the arm chair in a state of insensibility,
his mouth ble{,d-nn’ profusely and from particulars given 1t
appeare d he took the pipe as usual and li hted it, 411:1 had
Just got it to his mo :th when the powder exploded, an | the
party suspected was Rogers, who had been therc immediately
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preceding ; and Burmey’s son went to Rogers and they fought
about the matter. Law ensued, which cost R gers 800 dol-
lars, Burmey 600 dollars and his face disfigured ; and my mas-
ter's wife came in for a deal of secandal, which caused further
proceedings at law, costing the master 1400 hundred dollars,

-and I was never once suspected or charged with the deed.

At this time two or three negroes had escaped, and T heard
so much about the free States of the north that I was deter-
min d to be free. So I began to study what we call the
north star, or astronomy, to gnide me to the free States. I
was in the habit of driving the master; and on one oc-
casion I had to drive him to Baltimore where two of hLis
sons were studying law; and while there, I stole some
sweet potatoes to roast when I got home ; and how master got
to know I had them I never knew ; but when I got home he
gave me a note to Mr. Cobb, the overseer, and told me to teil
Dick,(ancther slave on the pl ntaiion) to come to Baltimore
to hira on the following evening, and as soon as I took the
note 'n my hand T was certain there was a flogging in it for
m -, though he said nothing to me. I held the note that night
a. d following day, afraid to give it to Mr. Cobb, so confidunt
was [ of what would be the result. Towards evening I kegan
to reason thus—Ii [ give Cobb the note I shall be whipped ;
if I withold the note from him I shall be whinped, so a whip-
ping appears plain in either case. Now Dick having ziranged
to meet his sweetheart this night assurnied sickness, s - that he
could have an excuse for not meeting master at Baltimore, and
he wanted me to goinstead of him. T agreed to go, ; roviding
he would take the note I had to Mr. Cobb, as I had forgot to
give it him, to which he consented, and off ™ went; and I
heard that when he delivered the note to Mr. Cobb, he ordered
him to go to the whipping-post, and when he asked what he
had done he was knocked down, and afterwards put to the

ost and thirty-nine lashes were adminstered, and failed see-
ing his sweetheart as well. When T arrived at Baltimore my
master and young master took their scats and I drove away

without any question until we had gone three miles, when he
asked what I was doing there that night. I very politely
sald Dick was not well, and I had come in his p'lac‘e. Ha
then ask d me if Mr. Cobb got his note, I answered, Y8, SIT,
He then asked me how I felt, and I said firstrate, sir. ¢ The
d—I yon do,” said he. 1Isuid, yessir. He said nioger, did
Mr. Cobb flog you?”’ No sir. I have done nnthingowrunzr.
“* You never do,” he answered ; and said no more until he g:t
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home. Being a man who could not bear to bave any order of”

his disobeyed or unfulfilled, h~ immediately called for Mr.

Cobb, and was told he was in bed ; and when he appeured,
the master asked if he got the note sent by the niggcr. Mr.
Cobb said “ Yes” ¢ Then wh_',, suld maste r, “dhl you not
perform my ordersin the note ?” 1 dld, sir,” re p[ll‘tl Cobb;
when ti:e master said, ¢ I told you to give that nigger thir y-
nine lashes,” Mr. Cobb says, “So 1 did, sir;” when master
replied, “ He says you never licked. him at all” Upon
which Cobb said, *“ H : is a liar :” when my master called for
me (who had becr hearing the whole dialogue at the: door),
I turned on my toes and went a short dhtance and I shouted
with a leud voice that I was coming, (to prevent them
knowing that I had been listening) and appeared bcfurc them

and said * here J am master, do y u want me.” He said
"los Did you not tell me that Mr.. Cobb had not flogged
you,” and I said “ yes I did; he has not flogged mé to-day,
gir.” Mr. Cobb answered, ‘I did not flog him. You did not
tell me to flog him. You told me to flog that other nig;ger.”
“ What other nigger,” enquired Master. Cobb said, * Dick.”
Master then salu, I did not, I told you to flog thls nigger
here,” Cobb then produced the letter, and read it as 1‘:)110«5.

¢ Mr. Cobb will glve the bearer 39 lashes on delivery.”

R T. EarcE.

I then left the room and explanations took p'ace. When T
was again called in. ¢ How came Dick to have had the let-
ter,” and I then said I had for oot te deliver it until Dick
wanted iae to o to Baltimore in his place, and I agreed pro-

viding he wouid take the letter. Master then said ¢ you lie,
you mtr*rml villain,” and laid hold of a pair of tongs and said
he would dash my br.erm ovt if I did not tell him the truth.
I then said I thought there was something in the note that
boded no good to me, and I did not intend to give it to him.
He ‘Ilit'.a, ¢ youn biack vagabond, stay on this plantation three
months lunﬂcr and you will be master and I the slave; no
wonder you .wl you felt first rate when I asked you, but
I will se 1 you to go wo Georgia the first chance I get.” Then

nn"r the tongs slm\ n he opened the door and urdcri d me out.
I knew\ he had on hes avy Cow- hide boots, and T knew he
wouid try to assist me in my outward progress, and though
expecting it, and went as quick as T could, I was materizlly
assisted b_} a heavy kick froran my master’s foot. This did
not end the matter, for when Dickdound out I had caused
kis being flogged, we had continual fightings for several
months.
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When 1 was fourteen years old my master gave me a
flogging, the marks of wh ch will go with me to my grave,
and this was for a erime of which [ ~as completelv innocent.
My master’s son had taken one of his pistols out, and by some
acc dent it burst. When enquiry was made about the
damaged pistol William told his father that he had seen me
have it; this, of course, I denied, when master tied me up by
my thumbs and gave me 60 la-hes, and also made me confess
the crime before he would release me. From this flogoing
my back was raw and sore for three months; the shirt that
I wore was made of rough tow linen, and when at work in
the fi lds it would so chafe the sores that they would break
and run, an | the hot sun over me would baRe the shirt, fast to
my back, and for four week , I wore that shirt, unable to pull
it off, and when I did pull it off it brought with it much of
my flish, leavirg my back perfectly raw. Some time after
this my master found out the truth about the pistol, and when
I saw that he did not offer me any apology for the beaiiag he
had given me, and the lie he had made me confess, I went
t6 hin and said—now, master, you see thnt you beat me un-
justly about that pistol, and made me co-fess to a lie—but all
the consolation I got was—clear out, you black rascal ; I never
struck a blow amiss in my life, except when I struck at you
and lappened to miss you; there are jlenty of other crimes
you have committed and d d not let me catch you at them, so
that tlogoing will do for the lot.

Master had an old negro ia the fami'y called Uncle Reuben.
This good old man and his wife were very good friends of
my mether's, and before she was sold they often met and sung
and prayed, and t lked about religicn together. Unele Reuben
feli sickk in the middle of the harvest, s»n< his sickness was
very severe ; but m ster havingagrudg» egainst uncle Renben,
and h's old wife aunt Dinah, l’i.‘Spt‘(".ill?_‘: a complaint that
aunt Dinah hod made to mistress about his having outraged
and violated her youngest daughter, hi- spite was carried out
by M.:. Cobb, the oveiseer, who forced Unele Reuben into the
fi Id smongst the rest of us, and I was o dered to cradle be-
hind him to make him ke p up with the rest of the ggng.
The poor old man worke:! until he fell, just ahead of me, upon
the cradle. Mr. Cobbeameover and told himto get up, and that
hewasonly playing:he oldsoldier, gnd when the ol | man did not
move to get up Mr. Cobb gave him a few kicks with his heavy
boots and told Reuben, sick ash= was, tht he would eura :im.
He ordered us to take off his shirt, and (he poor 'old man was
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stripped, when Mr. Cobb, with his hickory cane, laid on him
till his back bled freely ; but stiil the old man see med to take
no notie» of what Mr. Cobb was doing. Mr. Cobb then told
us to put on his shirt and earry him in, for he appeared con-
vinced that Reuben could not walk. The next morning I
went to see him but he did not seem to know anybody.
Master came in along with the Doctor, and master swore at
Reuben, telling him that as soon as he was well enough he
should have a ﬂood fiogging for having, by his own mlly
carght his sie an-ﬁ. fh(, doctor here che cked his m:ster’s
rage by telli g him, as he felt at Reuben by the wri-t, Le
could not live many minutes Iunm er; at this master was silent,
and a few minutes Reuben was dmf} Poor Aunt Dumh
came in out of the kitchen and wept fit to break, her poor
heart. She had four sons and three daughters, and they a.l

jofnml in mournful lamentation.

When I was sixteen I was very fond of daneing, and was
invited privately to a negro shindy or dince, about twelve
miles from home, and for this purpose I got Aunt Dinah to
starch the collars for my two linen shirts, which were the first
standing eollars T had ever worn in my life;; I had a good pair
of trousors, and a jacket, but no necktie, nor no pocket lLandl-
kerchief, so I stole aunt Dinah’s checked apron, and tore it
in two—one part for a necktie, the ot .ere for a pocket hand-
kerchief. I had twenty-four cents, or pennies which I
dividod equally with fiifty large brass buttons in my right and
left pockets. Now, thought 1 to myself, when I”get on the
floor and begin to d: ance—oh ! how the nigwers will stare to
hear the money jingle. I was combing m.) hair to get the
knots out of it: I then went and looked i1 an old piece of
broken looking-glass, and I thought, with: ut joking, that I
was the best iooking regro that I had ever secn in my 1 fe.
About ten o’clock I stole out to the stab'e when all was still:
and whilo I was getting ou one of my master's horses I said
to myself—DNMaster wes in here at six o’clock and saw all these
hn)w'a clean, so I must look out and be back time enouch to
have you {-lv m when he gets up in the morning. I thoushs
'\\hlt a dash I should cut among the pretty yellow and S mbo
gals, and I felt quit confident, of course, that [ should have
my pick among the best lookinz ones, for my good elothes,
and my abundance of mnnnv and my own good looks—in
fack, T “the uoht no mean things of my se

“ hen I arrived at th (‘ p ace w hr‘iv- the |Imr*o was, 1t was at
an o!d house in the waods. which had many ycars k-rfur_' been
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a necro meeting-house ; there was a large crowd there, and
about one hundred horses tied round the fer_:ce for some of
them were fur from home, and, like myself, they were all
runaways, and their horses, like mine, .had to be home and
cleaned before their mas'ers were up In the mornin. In
g tting my horse close up to the fence a nail caught my
trousers at the thich, and split them clean up to the seat ; of
course my shirt tail fell out behind, like a woman’'s apron
beiore. 1 his dreadful misf rtune almost unmanned me, ;1-nd
eurtailed both my pride and pleasure for the night. I eried
until [ could ery no more. However, I was determined I
would not be done out of my sport after being at the expense
of coming, so I went routd and borowed some pins, and
pinned up my shirt tail as well as I could. I then went
into the dance, and told the fiddler to play me a jig. Che,
che, che, went the fiddle, when the banjo responded with
a thrum, thrum, thrum, with the loud cracking of the
bone player. 1 seize La little Sambo gal, and round and round
the room we went, my money and my but:ons” going jingle,
jingle, jingle, seemed to take a lively part with the music, and
to my ureat satisfaction every eye seemed to be upon me, and
I could not help thi king about what an in impression I should
leave behind upon those pretty yellow and Sambo gals, who
wese gazinr at me, thinking I was the richest and hand-
somest nigger they had ever seen: but unfortunately the p'ns
in my breeches gave wuy, and to my great confusion my shirt
tail fe:l out; and what made my situation still more disgrace-
ful was the mischievous conduct of. my partner, the gal that
I was dancing with, who instead of triing to conceal my
shame canght my shirs tail behind and held it up. ‘The roar
of laughter that came from both men and gals almost deafened
me, and [ wou d at this moment have sunk through the floor,
80 [ end-avoured to creep out as slily as I could; but even this
I was not permitted to d: un-il I had undergone a hauling
around the room by my unfortunate shirt tail: and this }uf_r,
of the programme was preformed by the gals, set on b+ the
boys—every nigger who could nct stand up and lauch, be-
cause laughing made them weak, fell down on the floor and
ralied round and round. When the gals saw their own tm

they let me go, and I hurried outside und stood behind the
hou-e, beueath a beautitul bright m on, which saw me that
night 1‘110 most wretched of all negroes in fte land of Dixie -
:m_cl what may me fcel, in my own opinion, that mv humili-
alion was just as complete as the triumph of the négroes 1n—
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&ide was gloribus, was that the #als had tumed my pdc’kbfe
out, and tound thas the hundrcds of dolldrs they had thoaght
my pockets contairied, cousisted of 24 cents or penuies; Lmd
50 brdss battoris.” L wmthmﬂ was alive and happy inside the
rcom, but no one knew or cared how miserablc X was—the
Joy and life of the dance that night seemed entirely at my
expense, ‘all through my unfm*mume sijrt tail.  'The first

thmg [ thought of Dow Wis reve nge. 'Take your comfort,
piggers ndiv, said I to myself, for sorrow shall be }um‘-;'m
thc mormnrr. so I took out my knife and went round the fence
ind cut every horse loose, and they all ran away. I then got
on my horse and set off home. As I rode on I thought to
myscif —I only wish I could  be somewhere close elluugh_ to
gce how'those negroes will act when they come ouvt and find
all their horses gone. And then I laughed right out when I
thoaght of 'the sport they had hud out of my misféit=ue, and
that some were ten o twelve, and some fitteen miles away
from héwme.  Well, thought I, your masters will have ftc
reckon with you ‘to-morrow ; you have had glad hearts to-
night at my expense, but you will have sore backs to-morroy
at your own. Nuw when I got home, the stable was in a
very bad situ: wio, ‘and I was afraid to bring my horse in until
I could sfrike a light. When this was fTU:m 1 took tha sad. ile
and bridte/off outside. Na sooner had I done this than my
]irnsc reared over the bars and ran' dway it o the meuadow.
I chased’ hrm uifl daylignt, énd for my li fe 1 could mot catch
hin.' My feeimfrn now may be Listter imagired than described.
When the I‘LJ.CIL'I retnembets’ that this lmrarl, with a'l the rest,

“ma-ter Had seen clean at six o'clock the night before, and all

safe'in the stable, and now to see him in the meadow, with all
the marks of having been driven somewhere und by somebody,
what excuse could I make, or wheat story could I imvent in
or erid save my poor back from that-awful floguing which I
knew must be the result of the reve'ation of the truth. I
studied and tried, but could think of no lie that would stand
muscer. At last I went iato the stable and tarned all the
Test Odt and left the stable door 01)1 n. and creeping into the
house, took off my fine clothes and put on those which I had

been wearing all the week, and laid myselfdown on my straw.

1 had not Iain lung before I heard master shouting for me, for
all those horses, ¢izht in number, were under my caie; zm:[
although' he shouted' for me at the top of IIH voice, I luy still
and pretended not to hear him ; but sion after T heard a light
step coming up stairs, aud a rap at my dvor —then I commenced
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loud as possible, still the knocking continued. At
&ﬁo?r:tiuded to g?ake, and called OElt, w.hois there—that
yos, Lizzy ? oh my! what's up, what time is 1t, aud so on.
Lizzy said master wanted me immediately; yes, Lizzy, said
1, tell mester I'm coming. I bothered about the room long
enough to give colour to the impression that I had just finished
dressing myself; I then came and said, here 1 am, master,
when he demanded of me, what were my horses doing in the
meadow? Here I put on an expression. of such wonder and
surprise—looking first iato the meadow and then at the stable
door, and to master’s satisfa:tion, I seemed so completely con-
founded that my deception took upon him the desired effect.
Then I affected to roar right out, erying, now master, you saw

‘my horses all clean last night before I went to bed, and now

some of those negroes have turned them out so that I should
have them to clean over again : well, I declare! it's too bad,
and I roared and cried as I went towards the meadow to drive
them up; but master believing what I said, called me back
and told me to call Mr. Cobb, and when |[Mr. Cobb came
master told him to blow the horn; when the horn was blown,

.the negroes were to be seen coming from all purts of the

plantation, and forming around in front of the balcony.
Master then came out and said, now I saw this boy's horses
clean last night and in the stable, so now tell me which of you
turned them out? Of course they all denied it, then master
ordered them all to go down into the meadow and drive up the
horses and clean them, me excepted ; zo they went and drove
them up and set to work and cleaned them. On Monday
morning we all turned out to work until breakfast, when the-
horn was blown, and we all repaired to the house. Here
master again demanded to know who turned the horses locse,
and when they all denied it, he tied them all up and gave them
each 39 lashes. Not yet satisfied, but determined to have a
confession, as was always his custom on such occasions, he
came to me and asked me which one I bad reason to suspect.
My poor guilty heart already bleeding for the suffering I had
caused my fellow slaves, was now almost driven to confession,
What wwust I do, select another victim for further punishment,
or confess the truth and bear the consequence f My conscience
now rebuked me, like an armed man : but I hupl;ened to be
one of those boys who, among all even of my mother's children
loved myf.elf best, and therefore had no di;‘positiou to satisfy
my conscience at the expense of a very sore back, so I very
8oon t.hough-t of Dick. a negro who, like Ishmael, had his hand
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out against every man, and all our hands were out against
him ; this negro was a lickepittle or tell-tale, as little boys call
them—*ve could not steal a bit of tea or sugar, or any other
kind of nourishment for our sick, or do any I.hlllﬂ' else we did
not want te be known, but if he got to know it he would run
and tell master or mistress, or the overseer, so we all wanted
him dead ; and now I thought of him—he was just the propez
sacrifice for me to lay upon the altar of confession, so I told
master I believed that it was Dick : moreover, I told him that

T had seen him in and out of the stable on Saturday night, so
master tied Dick up and gave him 39 lashes more, and washed
his back down with salt and water, and told him that at night

if he did not confess, he would give him as much more; sa

at night, when master wznt out to Dick again, he asked if he
had made up his mind to tell him the truth, Dick said, yes,
master —well, said master, let me hear it. Well master,
said Dick, I did turn the horses out; but will never do sa
again. So master, satisfied with this confession, struck Dick
no more, and ordered him to be untied ; but Dick had a sora
back for many weeks. And now to return to the uegroes I
had left at the dance, when they discovered that their horses
were gone there was the greatest consternation amongst them,

N the 101‘vb0d1uﬂs of the a\\ml consequences if they dirul to go
shome induced many that night io seek salvation in the

) V5 direction and guidance of the nmth star. Several wwho started
off on that memorable night I have since shook hands with in
Canada. They told me there were sixteen of them went ofl
tegether, four of them were shot or killed by the bloodhounds,
.mtl one was captured while asleep in a barn ; the rest of those
who were at the danecz either went home and took their
floggings, or strayed into the woods until starved out, and
lhc:l :,Lu:r,udcrml. Oue of those I saw in Toronto,"is Dan
Patterson ; he has a house of his own, with a fine hmso aud
cart, and he has a beautiful Sambo woman for his wife, and
four fine healthy loocking children. But, like myself, he had
left a wife and six children in slavery. When I was about!
seventeen, [ was deeply smitten in love with a yellow girl
belonging to Doctor Tillotson. This girl's name was Marv,
of whose lovliness I dreamt every night. I certainly thought
she was the prettiest girl I had ever seen in my life. Her
colour was very fair, approaching wlmost to white; her
countenauce was frank and open, and very 1nviting ; her veice
was s sweet a8 the dulcimer, her smiles to me were like the
May morning sunbeams in the spring, one glance of her large
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dark eyes broke my heart in pieces, with & stroke ﬁk{ﬂ that of
@ earthquake. O, I thought, this girl would make me @
paradire, and to enjoy hei love I thought \.:.'au[d be hggs:eur
I spite of either patroles or dogs, who stood in my Way, £Very
night nearly I was in Mary’s company. I learned, from her
that she had already had a child to her master Mobils, and
that her mistress had sold her down here for reyenge; and
she told me also of the sutferings that she had undergone from
her mustross on account of jealousy—her baby she said her
mistzess sold out of her arms, only eleven months ol_d: to 2
lady in Murysville, Kentucky. Having never before felt a

ssicn like this, or of the gertle power, so peculiar to women,
that, bard as I worked all day, I could not sleep at uight for
thinking of this almost angel in human shape. We kept
company about six weeks, during which time I was at some-
tymes as wretched as I was happy at others. Muach to my
aunoyance Mary was adored by every negro in the neighbour-
hood; and this excited my jealousy and made me miserable.
X was almost crazy when I saw another negro talking to her.
Azain and again I tried my best to get her to give up speaking
to them, but she refused to complv. There was one negro who
was in the habit of calling on Mary whom I dreaded moro
thon all the vest of them put together, this negrs was Dan, he

belonged to Rogers ; and notwithstanding I believed mysellto . 4

be the best looking negro to be found auywhere in the neigh-
bourhood, still I wus aware that I was not the be-t of talkers.
Bun was a sweet and easy talker, and a good bone and banjo
player.” I was led to fear that he would displace me in Mary's
affections, and in this I was not mistaken. Oue night I weng
over to see Mary, and in looking through the window, saw
Mary —my sweet and beloved Mary—sitting upon Dan’s knee;
and hert it is impossible to describe the feeling that came over
me at this unwelcome sight. My teeth elenched and bit my
tongue—my head grew dizzv, and began to swim round and
round, and at last I fouid rayself getting up from the ground,
having stumbled from the effects of what I had seen. I
wandered towards home, a d arriving there threw wyself on

ha ot A 1 . . =
the straw and cried all night. My { vst determination was to

kill Dan ; but then I thousht they would hang me and the
1wegro will get Mary,
Next moruing,
: continued my work, my
ab dirper tinie it was the sume. At
and put it under

devil wonld have us both, and some other 1
then the thought of killing Dan passed away.
when the horn blew for breaklast, I ¢ )
appetite having left e ;
suu-down I weat to the barn aud got a rope
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my jacket, and started off to see Mary, whom I found sitting
in the kitchen, smuking her pipe, for smoking was as common
amon the givls as among the men. Dary, said I, I was over
here last night and saw you through the window sitting on
Dan’s knee.  Now, Mary, I want you to tell me at once whose
you mean to be—mine or Dan’s? Dan’s, she replied, with
an important toss of her head, which went through my very
soul, like the shock from a galvanic battery. I I'Ebtid for a
minute or so on an old oak table that stood by. Mary's
answer had unstrung every nerve in me, and left me so weak
that I could scmcel-. i.een from t.al]mrr Now I was net at
that time; and dont think I ever shull be one of those fools
who would cut off his nose to spite, his face, much Jess kill
myself because a girl refused to love me, Life to me “.19
alwars preferable, under auy circumstanees ; but jn this case
I played the most dexterous card Lhad. Mary, said I steruly,
if you dont give- Dan up and sware to be mine, I will hang
myself this night. To this she replied, hang on if you are
fool enough, and continued snroking her pipe as thou"h not
the least '1! wrmwed. 1 took out the rope from under my _];u_l\ct,
and got upon a three-legged stool, and puiting the rope first
aover the beam in th- CLllIl]" then made a slip-knot, and
brought it down round my Ili'L!\, tuking good care to liave it
shurt. enotigh that it would not choke me, and in this way I
stood upon “the stool for some cansiderable time, groauing and
struggling, and making every kind of noise that mi:ht make
her be ieve th t I was choking or stiangling; but still Mary
sat deliberately smoking her pipe with the utmo t coolness,
and seemed to tike no notice of me or what [ was doing. I
thought my situ ition worse now than if 1 had not commenced
this job at all. - My object in pretending to hang mysell was
to frighren Mary into compliance with my dem: avd. and her
conduct turned sut to be eversthing bat w hat T had e xpectod.
I had thought that the momeut I ascended the stool she would
heve clung to me and tried to dissuale me from committing
suicide, and in this case my plan was to persist in curying it
out, unless she woulil consent to give Dun up; but instead of
this she sat smoking her pipe apparcutly at ease and un-
moved. Now I inu:'d I had been mistiken—what was I to
do. to Lang or kill mysclf was the last thing I meant to do—
in fact I had not the courage to do 1t lor tive hundred Marys.
Bat now, after mounting the stool and adjusting the rope
round my neck, I was Erﬂwl[l\t ly ashaimed to come down with-
out hmlef:ug myself, and then I swod lice a fool. = At this
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moment in came the dog carlow, racing after the cat, right

* across the kitchen floor, and the dog coming in contact with

the stool, knocked it right away from under my feet, and
brought my neck suddenly to® the full length of the rope,
which barely allowed my toes to touch the floor. Here I
seized the rope with both hands to keep the weight of my
whole body off my neck, and in this situation I soon found I
must hang, and that dead enough, unless [ had some assistance,
for the stool had rolled entirely out of the reach of my feet,
and the knot I had tied behind the beam I could not reach for
my life. My arms began to tremble with holding on to the
rope, and still my mortification and pride for some time refused
to let me call on Marv for assistance. Such a moment of
terror and suspense ! heaven forbid that I should ever see or
experience again. Thbughts rushed into my mind of every
bad deed that I had done in my life; and I thought that old
cloven foot, as we called the devil, was waiting to nab me.
The stretch upon my arms exhausted me, with holding on by
the rope, nothing was left me but despair; my pride and

_ecourage gave up the ghost, and I reared out, Mary! for God's

sake cul the rope! No, answered Mary, you went up there to
hang yourself, so now hang on. Oh! Mary, Mary! I did not
mean to bang ! I was unly doing so to see what you would
say. Well, then, said Mary; you hear what I have to say—
hang on. Oh, Mary! for heaven's sake cut this rope, or I
shall strangle to death !—oh, dear, good Mary, save me this
time: and I roared out like a jackass, an’ must too have
fainted, for whgn I came round Doctor Tillotson and his wife
and Mary stood over me as [ lay on the floor. How I got
upon the floor, or who cut the rope I never knew. Doctor
Tullotson had bold of my wrist, feeling my pulse; while
mistress held a camphor bottle in one hand and a bottle of

- hartshorn in the other. The doctor helped me up from the

floor and set me in a chair, when I discovered that I was
bleeding very freely from the nose and mouth. He called for
@ basin and bled me in my left arm, and then sent me over
home by two of his men. Next day my neck was dreadfully
swollen, and my throat was so sore that it was with difficulty
that I could swallow meat for more than a week. At the end
of a fortnight, master having learnt all the particulars respect-
ing my sickness, called me to oceount, and gave mg seventy-
eight lashes, and this was the end of mv crazy love and court-
ship with Mary. L2

Shortly after this, Mary was one Sunday down in her
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look for new nests where a number of the hens were supposed

to have been laying, as the eggs had not been found elsewhere.

While in the barn, Mary was surpnsed by William Tillotson,
= her master’s son, who ordered her to taks her bed among the
hay and submit te his lustful passion. This she strenuously
refused to do, telling him of the punishment she had already
suffered from her former mistress for a similar act of conduct,
and reminding him at the same time o his wife, whose ven-
geance she would have to dread ; but William was not to be
put off, nor his base passion to go unsatisfied, by any excuse
that Mary could make, so he at once resorted to force. Mary
screamed at the top of her voice. Now the negro Dan was
just in the act of passing the baru at the time, when he heard
Mary’s voice he rushed into the barn, and decmanded in a loud
voice what was the matter ? when, to his horror, he beheld
William upon the barn floor, and Mary struggling but in vain
to rise. William, instead of dcshmw from hH btutul pnrpo-e,
with a dreadful oath ordered DJ.IJ to clear out; but the
sight of the outrage on her whom, I now firmly believe he
loved better than his otvn soul, made poor Dan completely
forget himself—and made him forget too, in that fatal moment
what he afterwards wished he had remembered. Dan seizui
a pitchfork and plunged it into young Tillotson’s back ; the
prongs*went in hetween his shoul Inrn. and one of them had
penetrated the left lung. Young Tillotson expired almost
immediately, and Dan seeing what he had done, ran off -at
once to the woods and sw: umps, and was seen nemore for -
about two months. Mrs. Tillotson, who had heard Mary
scream, was on the balcony, and called out to Dan to know
the cause, Dan made no repiy but took to his heels. Mrs.
Tillotson alarmed at this, and suspecting at once that some-
thing was wrong, hastened to the barn, followed by William’s
wife \\} 0 ‘l.tp{rcflul to be there, and when they saw poor
William’s corpse, and Mary standing by, they both fainted.
Poor Muary, fiightened to death, tmnul into the house and
informed her young mistress, Susanuah, of what had happened.
Miss Susannah spread the alarm, and called some of the slaves
to her assistance. She went to the barn and found her mother
and sister-in-law lying in a state of insensibility, and her
brother William dead. With the assistance of old Aunt
Haunnah and several of the female servants, the two ladies
were somewhat restored to consciousness ; ‘and Willium wag
carried into the house by the servants. The Doctor himseld

l master's barn, where she had been sent by her mistress to
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was away from home attending one of his patients, who wag
very sick.  When DMrs. Tillotson had somewhat recovered,
she sent for Mary and enquired as to how William came by
his death in the barn. Mary told the whole story as pre-
viously related in the presence of about sixty or seventy of the
neighf)ours. who had collected togcthe; on lleur}ng' of the
murder. Of course Mary's story met with no.crr.dlt from her
snistress, and poor Mary stood in the eyes of gll as an accom:
plice in the conspiracy to murder young Tillotson. When
the doctor arrived it was dark, and after seeing the corpse and
hearing from his wite the stpry that she had made up for him,
he called for Mary, but she was nowhere to be found. The
house and plantation were searched in all directions, but no
Mury was discovered. At last, when they had all given over
looking for her, towards midnight, a cart drove up to the door.
Doctor, said the driver, I have a deal negro here, and I'm
told she belongs to you. The Doctor came out with a lantern,
and as I stood by my master’s varringe, waiting for him to
come out and go home, the Doctor ordered me to mount the
cart and look at the corpse; I did so, and lovked full in that
face by the light of the lantern, and saw and knew, notwith-
standing the horrible change that had been effected by the
work of death, upon - hose once beautiful fea nres, it was Mary.
Poor Mary. driven to distraction by what had happened, she
had sought salvation in the depths of the Chesapeake Bay
that night.  Next day the neighbourhood was searched
througnout, and the country was placarded for Dau ; and
Ductor ‘Lilotson and Mr. Burmey, young William's father-in-

. law, offeted one thousand dollurs for him alive, and five

hundred for him dead ; and although every blackleg in the
neighbourhood was on the alert, it was full two months before
he was captured. Atlength poor Dan was caught and brought
by the captors to. Mr. Burmey’s, where he was tried principally
by Barmey's two sons, Peter and John. and that night was

kept iu irons in Buviney’s cellar. The next day Dan was led

mto the field iu the presence of about three thou<and of us.
A staple wus driven into the stump of a tree, w.th a chain
atta iEed to it, and one of his hadeulfs was taken off and
bml.::gm. through the chain, and then fastencd on his hand
agai. A pile of piee weold was built around him. At eight
a'clock the wood was set on fire, and when the Hames hle:;vd
round upon the wretched man. he becan to s

r :ream and stragule
In a most awful manner,

Many of our women fauinted, but

Dot one of us was allowed to leave uutil tue body of poor Dar
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wag consurmed. The nnearthly sounds that came from the
hxuamﬂ pile, ag poor Dun writhed in the roonies of dmth itig
he}oml the power of my pen to describe. After a wmle all
was silent, except the cracking of the pnm wood as the fire
gradually devoured it with the prize that it contained. Puur
Pan bad ceased to struggle—he was at rest.

Alr. Burmey's two sons, Peter and John, were the ringleaders
i this execution, and the pairof them hardly ever saw a sober
duay from ond menth to another ; and at the executionof Dan,
Peter was so drunk that he came nigh sharing the same fate.
Iuavas not o year after the roasting of Dan that the two
brothers were thraaumg wheat in the bara, which stoed about
x quarter of a mule from the house, and being in March, and
ahr incommon windy day, they had taken their demijuhn full
of brandy in order to keep the cold out of their boues, as it
was their belief that a dram or twc had that e cr; so tht*f
were drinking and thrashing and drinking again until they
reeled over dead drunk Qpoi “the floor. That same night the
barn took fire over them. The first thing that excited the
alarm of my master’s negroes on Tillotson’s piautation was a
black smoke i issuing from the barn. Suddenly there was =
rush from all parts of the piantation, but it was all to no pur-
pose, for scarcely had we got half way before we siw the
flames bursting out on every side of the barn,-siill we con-
tinucd to run as fast as we could. When we arrived we found
the barn door shut and fastened inside. This Mr. Peter and
Mr. John had doie to keep out the wind whech was very
higi;. When old Mr. Burmey arrived with his daughter-in-
law, Peter’'s wife, the first thmﬁ demandad was, where is your
masters >—oh, my children! my children! whiie Mrs. Peter
screamed, my husband ! my husband ! oh, pa ! oh,pa! The
strength of the flames inside at length burst open the bain
dom, ‘when we beheld thr rough the 10:1 flames the figures of
the two wretched brothers hlm side by side dead drunk and
helpless upon the floor. The fire r“pn,L_‘f seized upon every-
thing around. At this moment Mrs. Peter Burmey rushid
into the flames o save her hushand, but just as she att=m
to enter, the beam over the door fell in upca her head, mui
struck her back seuseless and suffocated to the ground : hut,
notwithstandine the m st intense hatred to Lmnu and his,
ﬁxmil_y, We negroes rushed forward to rescue them—but all in
vain. ter uettmr' miserably seorched we were compelled
to l'ctlmt, .nnl aive “them ove , and with bleeding hearts to
beliold the fire consume their bod.es. Tue barn was rapidly
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34 ed to ashes, which being speedily swept away by
(v violesco of the wind, lef the victims side by side crisped
i gkeietons on the ground. This was the dreadful end cf the |
A two chief actors in the roasting of poor Dan. i
e When I arsived at the age of 20, my master told me I must

marry Jane, one of the slaves. We had.been about five
months married when she gave birth to a child, I then asked
who was the father of the child, and she said the master, and
I had every reason to believe her, as t}fe cluld;_was z{early
white, had blue eyes and veins, yet notwithstanding this we
lived happily together, and I felt happy and comfortable, and
and I should never have thought of running away if she
had ot been sold. Welived together six years and had two
children. Shortly after my marringe my master’s wife died,
and when he fixed upon Tillotson’s daughter "as his future
wife, she made a condition that all female slaves whom he-
had at any time becn intimate with must be sold, and my
wife being one was sold with the children as well as any other
female slaves. My wife was sold while I was away on an
errand at Centreville, and any one situated as I was may im-
agine my feelings when I say that I left them in the morning
all well and happy, in entire ignorance of any evil, and returned
to find them all sold and gone away, and from then until now
I have never seen any of them. I went to my master and
complained to him, when he told me he knew nothing about :
it, as it was all done by his wife. I then went to her and she
said she knew nothing about, as it was all done by my mas-
ter, and I could obtain no other satisfaction: I then went to
my master to beg him to sell me to the same master as he’
had sold my wife, but he said he could not do that, as she was
sold to a trader.

From 18 to 27 I was considered one of the most devout
christians among the whole Black population, and under this
impression I firmly believed w run away from my master
would be to sin against the Holy Gh:st—for such we are
taucht to believe—but from the tine o my wife’s being sent
away, I firmly made up my mind to take the firs ppt_u:tilnity
to run awuy. I had learncd that if a Black man wished to
escape he will have no chance to do so unless he be well sup-
& - plied with money; to attain this I arranged with a Dutchman

to steal small pigs, chickens, and any poultry that was POSsI=
ble to liy my hand
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) ls on, and thus I procecded for nine or ten
. months, when [ found my accumulation to be 124 dollars.
Among the plantations I visited was Mr, Roger’s, and he had
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three large bloodhounds let loose about nine at night, bet T
had made them acquainted with me by feeding them at inter-
vals quietly, unknown to him or his people, and this enabled
me to carry on my depredations on his plantation quietly and
- unmolested. Rogers having suspected these depredations, and
not being able to find the thief, set a patrol to watch, whe,
armed with a double-barreled gun, fixed himself under a fence
about seven fect high, surrounded with bushes; but this hap-
pened to be my aisual way of going to his plantation, and as
I made ry usual spring to go over, I fell right on the top
of his head, and he shouted lustily, and T shouted also, neither
of us knowing what real!y had cccured, and our fears imagin-
ing the worst and causing him to run one way and me another.
Alfter travelling about a quarter of a mile I thought of my bag,
which had been dropped during my fright, and knowing th’lt
my master’s initials were no the bag, and the consequences of
the bag being found would be fearfnl, I determined to return
for the bag and recover it, or die in the attempt. [ searched
for and found a club, then I returned to the spot and found
the bag there, and by the side of it lay the gun of the patrol,
and I picked the bag up and went home. and this narrow es-
cape caused me to determine to give up my thieving expedi-
tions for the obtaining of money from that time. About one
week after the occurrence with the patrol, T took one of my
master’s horses to go to a megro dance, and on my return the
patrols were so numerous on the road that I was unable to
return home without observation, and it being p-st tbe usual
hour for being at home, I was so afraid that when two of them
observed me 1 left the horse and took to my feet, and made
my way to the woods, were I remained all day, afraid to go
home for fear of the consequences. But at mﬂht I returned
to the barn, where my money was hid in the h'n and having
recovered it, I started for De. Tilletson’s (my master’s fat'ier-
ju-law), and told him my master had sent me for a horse
which he had lent him a few weeks before. After cnqn-rrncr
of the overseer if the horse had not gone home, and finding it
had not, he ordered it to be given up to me. I mounted the
horse fin(l rode off for Baltimore, a distance of 37 miles, where
I arrived early in the morning, when I abandoned the horse
and took to the woods, and remained thereall day. At night
I ventured to a farm-house, and having a club with me, I
knocked over two barn fowl, and took “'“r to my place in
the woods; I struck a light with the tinder, made a fire of
broshwood, roasted them before the fire, and enJu_} ed a hearty
meal without seasoning or bread. ' :
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4 'Hl& follomnu mrht Iwent t-o the c.*v ﬁ'd mecting with
some blacks 1 entered into conversition - wnh them,, “and ¥
asked if they had heard ot any runaways at Baltimore, they

giid they Lad heard of one Jake having run from Eathlﬂ ‘

shove, and showed me the bill'at the corner which had heeri
pub up that even.ng. I knew it was no other thqn me, 50 ;
bid tlem good eve nmr‘r and left them saying I was going to
elimel.  F took a buck road for Milford, in’ D laware, and
ravelled all night; towards morning I met four men, w }10 d*'
nunded to know to whom I belon ”t‘f! my answer was Lﬂ'-”lg
to my heels, and the chase was hot on my part for about half
an-hour, when 1 Lot into a swamp surrounded by young sap-
lmur-\3L where 1 remained about two hours, and as soon as ik
wies siufficiently dur k 1o venture out, I made my way to a barn
where L sceveted mysel: all day, and in the morning [ watr-hul
thy house to prevent.a surprse. At night I again com-
menevd travelling, and at one o’clock in the n. orning arrived
at Milford, whore hmlmg no m-ans of crossing the biidge into
the  town, witheut. t eing seen by the thml I was forecd to
swim acio~s the 1iver, } passed through Milford, and wa$
ten miles Gl 1) road to Wilmington before daybreak, where
d-sgain male for he woods,and got into a ﬂhtl'-h_) part and
Waus h“’.i]“t—(.‘l! I was struggling the wh le night to liberate
niyself, bu. in vain, until the ln’rhtapp ared, w her I saw some
wildews, and by lajtnrr hold of them 1 succeeded in extricating
myself about seven o'clock in the morning. . I then made my
way to a pond of watcr, and pulled my ol thes off, and w ash-
el the nud from them. and hung them up to dry; and as soon
as they were dry and night mmu:l I put them on, and don-
tinuwed my journey that n.. bt m the woods, as the moon was
so bright; thau_h T . id not pr gress much on my way, it was
more sufe. - Towards norn.na [ saw a farm-| ouse, and bei ing
hungry lresolved to van.ure to ask for somethin r toeat. W ait-
ing my opportunity, 1 saw three men leave the house, and
jhllun @ the:e then only romained women, 1 went up .md ask-
e af lhc_y wou.d p ease to give me samet hing to ‘lt Fliey
wvited me im, .nul. suve e some bre d and nml\, pifying my
conditian ;reatly, one of them l(nlmrf me that her husband
Wus an -\huhtm.uat and 1f 1 would wait until Lis return he
wouid plaee me out o the reach of my pursuers. I did not
then understand what was an Abolitionist, and said I would
rather net stay. She then saw my feet, which were awful
from what I had under; gone,.and asked me if I should not like
fo have a pair of shoes, and I said I bhcllid They went L[n
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search of a pair up the stairs, and T heard one say to the other
4He answers tht’ deseription of a slave for which 200 dol-
lars are offered.” When they returned I was sitting still in
the position I was in before tht“ﬁr went up stairs. She said to
the other, “I will go and see after the cows: and the other
answered, “Dont be long.” Bt my suspicion was confirmed
that going after the cows was oniy a pratence; and when I
thought the other had got far enouch away, [ luld hold of the
remaining o:.e and tlud her to the bedstead; went into the .
B closét and took a leg of mutton, and other articles, such as
bread and butter, and made my way out as quick as possible;
: and when I got out outside I rubbed my feet in some cow
353 dung to prevent the scent of the bloodhounds, and took to the
woods, where I found a sand hole, in which I remained all
day. The night was dark, with a drizzling rain; being very
e fit for t[‘d\elliﬂﬂ' I started again on my ]ournev but being
very cautious, lcmly mana;_f_ml about 24 miles that mght.
Towards morning I met with a black, who told me that to
Chester, in Penusylvania, was only twenty—six’ miles. During
g the day I again remained in the woods, where I met a black
man ot the name of Geordie, whom I knew, belonging to
Rogers, and who had left two month::. before me, and he “said
he had been in those woods five weeks. His appearance was
., shocking, and frem his long suffering and hardships he was
difficult to know; and, as he was hungry, I divided with him
my leg of mutton and bread and butter, and I was telling him
how unwise it was to remain so long in one place, when the
¥ we were suddenly aroused by the well-knewn spunds of the
5 hounds. In my fear and surprise I was attemp:ing for a tree,
s but was unable to mount before they were upon me. In this
emergency I called out the name of one of the dogs, who was
B more familiar wi h me than the others, called Fly, and hit my -
knee to attract her attention and it had the desired etfect.
' She came fondling towards me, accompanied by another called
a3 Jovial. I pulled out my kaife and cut the throat of Fly, upon
hxs which Jovial made an attempt to lay hold of me and I caught
him by the throat, whh th caused me to lose my knife, but I held
him fast by the windpipe, forcing my tnumbs \'.11}1 as much
force as possible, and zuxiously maiuurr for my knife to be in
hands. 1 made a poweriul effort to fling him as far away as
possible, and regained my knife; but when I had thrown him
there he lay, threttled to death. Notso, Fly, who weltered in
vlood, and rolled about howling terribiy, but not killed. . The
The other two hounds caught Geordie, and killed him A tes
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as looking throngh

this terrible escape T went to a barn, and w
lay,when

a hole and saw two men come to where Geor. lie's body
a knot of people gathere:d round, and about ten or eleven
o’clock he was buried. I shortly went to Sfﬁjep among ‘the
hay, and slept so soundly that it was the niorning a'ter before
I was awoke by a boy comiug to get hay for the horses, and
the prong of the fork caught me by the thigh, which caused
me to jump up and stare at tiie boy, and he at me, when he
dropped the fork and ran away. As soon as I rec wered, I
glipped down the hay-rack, and met six men and the boy,
who demanded who I was and what I was doing there. Not
knowing what to say, I stood speechless for a long time, and
thought my hopes of freedem were now at anend.  They again
repeated their question, but I made no reply. 1 wis then
taken before a magistiate, whea I was accused of being in the
barn lor some unlawful purpose: and as I made no answer to
any questions put to me, they concluded I was dumb.  When
I remembered I had not given evidence of speech, I deter-
mined to actas il'I was damb; and when the magistrate called
to me, [ also thought deafnness was often united with dumbness,
and [ made my mind up to act beth deaf and dumb, and when
he called . Boy, come here,” I took no notice, and did not ap-
pear to hear, until one of the officers led me from the box
nearer to th: magis rate, who demanded my name, where from,
and to whom' | belonced, and what I was doing in the barn,
which I still appeared not to hear, and merely looked at him,
and at last acted as if [ was dealand dumb, and so effectually
that he discharged me, convinced I was a valueless deaf and
dumb nigger; and when told by the officer to go, I dared not
mo:e for fear of being found out in my acting, and would not
move until [ was forced out of the door, and for some time
(for fear of detection) I acted deaf and dumb in the streets, to
the fear of women and children, until it was dark, when I made
for the woods, where I remained until eleven o’clock at night,
when I 2gain resumed my journey to Chester (Pennsylvania),
which I had been told was only twenty-six miles. Shortly
after resuniing my journey, I saw four horses in the field, and
I determined, if possible to possess one of them, and 1 chased
them two hours, but did succeed in cutchine one; so 1 was
obliged to go on walking again, but shortly met with a gentle-
m:t‘-:'s_ horse on the road which I :nl()lllll,('tl, and rode into
CII"-‘*["". and let th: horse oo where he liked. In Chester [
met with o llll'.lli ¥, natned :‘\T::a!'; irs, who took me to his house,
gave wme the bost acconumodation, and called bis fifends to =ce




x7

me, never seemed weary of asking ques'ions of negro lifein the
different plantations. [ let them see the money I had, which
was in notes, and much damaged by my swimming across the

river, but they kindly passed it for me, and I g t other money |

for it; and I was presented with two suits of clothes. He sent
in a waggon to Philalepliia and recommended me to a gentle-
man (who being alive, I wish not to reveal), where I remained
in his employ about five weeks. This kind friend persuaded
me to make for Canala; and it was with mué¢h - reluctance
I at last ¢ mplied. My reluctance was in consequence of un-
derstanding that Canada was a very cold place, and I did not
relish the idea o! gong on that account; and as a gentleman
said he could find eml;lm ment for me at Derby, near Phila-
delphm, I went aid woriced there three years, during which
time I was aregular attendant at the Methodist Free Uhmch,
co.sisting entircly of colored people; at which place I heard
the seriptures expounded in a diff rent way by colored minis-
ters—as I found that God had made colored as well as white
peaple: as He had made of one blood all the families of the

-earth, and that all men were frce and equal in his sight; and

that he wasno respecter of persons whateverthe color: but who-
ever worked righteousness was accepted of Him. DBeingsatisfied
that x had not sinned acainst he Holy Ghost by obtaining my
freedom, I enlisted in the church, and became one of the mem-
bers thereof. _

About this time, Mr. Roberts, for whom I worked, failed in
business, and his property was seized for debt and sold, thereby
throwing me out of employment. I was arrested and taken
back to \Lar‘}]and where I was placed in prison, w 1th a collar
round my neck for eleven days.

On the twelft ) day my w. ster came to see me, and of course
I begged of him to take me home and let me go to work. No,
nigger, said master—I have no employment for a vagabond of
your stump ; but I'm go ng to}u.der that collar off your neck,
not because I think that you aie sufficiently punished, but
because there are some gentlemen coming through the jail to-
mor:ow, and they want to purchase some uwegroes, so you had
better do your best to get a m ster amougst them—and mind
you dout te 1 them that ever you ran away, fo1 if you do none
of them will buy you. Now I will give vou a good churacter,
notwithstauding you have done your best to injure me, a good
master, and you have even tried to rob me Ly running awny—
sull I'll do my best to get you a good master, for my bible
teaches me to do good for evik. The next day I was called
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out with forty other slaves, belonging to different owners in
the County, aud we were marched into the doctor’s vestry for
examination ; here the doctor made us ull strip—men and
women together naked. in the preseuce of each other while thy
examination went on. When it was concluded, thirty-eight
of us were pronounced sound, and three unsound ; certificates
were made out and giveu to the aactioneer to that effect.

fter dressiftg ourselves we were all driven into the slave sty
directly under the auction L'sck, when the jail warder cam3
and gave to every slave a number, my number was twenty,
Here, let me explain, for the b tter information of the reader,
that in the inventory of the sves to be sold all go by
number—one, two, three, and so on ; and if a man and hia
family are to be sold in one lot, then one number covers them
all ; but if separate, then they have all different numbers.
An old friend of mine, belonging to Williain Steel, was also
with his wife and six children in the same sty, all to be sold.
The youngest was a babe in arms, the other five were largs
enough to walk ; his number was twenty-one, but his wife's
number was thirty-three, and notwithstanding the mournful
jdea of parting with relations and friends on the plantation,
up to this moment they had indulged a hope of being sold as
a fauily. together ; but the numbers revealed the awful dis-
appointincut. Even in this hoped for consolation, the painful
distress into which this poor woman was thrown, it is Lsyond
m; ability to describe. = The anguish of her soul, evinced by
the mournful gaze first at her children and then at her
husband, made me forget for the time being, my own suffer-
ings and sorrows. Her looks seemed to say to her husband—
these are your children, I am their mother—there is no other
being in this world that I have to look to for love and pro-
tection ; cant you help me? 1 am very much mistaken if
these were not the thoughts rurning through that poor broken-
hearted mother's mind. Reuben, for that was his uame,
called his wife and children into one corner of the sty, and
repeated a verse of a hymun which may be found in Watts’
Lymn book :—

“ Ah, whither shall I go.
Burthened, or sick, or faint ;
To whom shall I my troubles show,
And pour out my complaint.”

Not daring to sing it for fear of disturbing the sale, the
both knel: down with the children, and Reuben off red up a
long and ferveut prayer. In the interval of his prayer nine-




| <

§

teen of the slaves were sold, and he had not concdduded when
my number being twenty was called, and iny mast:r handed
me out under the hammer; when, after a few preliminary
remarks on the part of the auctioneer, my mastar mounted
the auction block and recommended me as a good ficll hand,
a good cook, waiter, hostler, a coachman, gentle and willing,
and above all, free from the disease of ruani ng away. S0
after a short and spirited bidding I went at 1 025 dollars.
Here the sale policeman, whose business it was to tuke charga
of the negroes sold unul bills were settled and papers made
out, led me from the block outside the erowd, and placing me
by a cart, put on a pair of iron handecuffs ; but h-.,mg well ace
quaintetl with me as a troublesome tricky negro, he put the
bandcuff on my right wrist—took the other cuff through the
cart wheel and round the spoke, and then locked it on my left
hand, so that if I did start to run, Ishould carry the cart and
all with me. Number twenty-one was uow called, and out
came poor Reub ngand was placed under the hammer; bis
weight was said to be two hundred pounds, his age thirty-two.
Poor Sally, his wife, unable any longer to control her feelings,
made her way outuf the slave pen, ml‘.h her babe in her arms,
followed by her five small children, and she threw one of her

arms around Reuben’s neck; and now commenced a scena”

that beggars all description. Her countenance, though mild
and beautiful, was by the keenest pain and sorrow distorted
and disfigured ; her voice soft and gentle, accompanied with
heart rending gestures, appealed to the slave buyer in tones
so very mournful, that I thought it might have even melted
cruelty itself to some pity—coming as it did from a woman :—
Oh! master, master! buy me and my children with my
husband —do, pray; and this was the only crime the poor
woman committed for which she suffered death on the spot.
Her master stepped up from behind her, and, with the butt
end of his carriage whip loaded with lead, struck her a blow
on the side of the head or te mples, and she fell her full length
to the gronnd. Poor Reuben stooped to raise her up, but was
prevented by the jail policeman, whe seized him by the neck
and led him over close to where I stood; and whilst he was
in the act of selecting a pair of handcuffs for Reaben, voice
after voice was heard in the crowd—she is dead ! she is dead !
But what was the effect of these words npon Rueben—one of
the most easy, good-tempered, innocent, inotfensive, and, in his
way, rcligious slaves that I ever knew —satisfied apparently

that Sally’s death was a fuct—he tore diimself loose from the
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liceman and made his way throngh the crowd to where poce
Sally lay, and exclaimed, Oh! Sally! O Lord! Py this iima
the policeman, who had followed bim, undertook to (Ir;rg IEIE&
back out of the erowd, but Reuben, with one blow of 1315 fist,
stretched the policeman on the ground. Reuben’s pain and
sorrow, mingled with his religious hope, seemed new to

* terminaté in despair, and translormed the inoffensive man into

a raging demon. He rushed to a cart which supported &

-great number of spectators, just opposite the auction block,
“and tere out a heavy cart stave, made of red oak, and before

the panic-stricken crowd could arrest his arm, he stiuck his
master to the ground, and beat his brains literally out. The

“erowd then tried to close upon him, but Reuben, mounted with

both feet upon the dead Lody of his master, and with his back
against the cart wheel—with the cart stave kept the whole
crond at bay for the space of two or three minutes, when &
gentleman behind the cart elimbed upén the outside wheel and
fired the pistol at him. and shot poor Reuben through the
Lead. He fell dead about six yards from where the dead body
of his beloved Sally lay, and where his children were sereaming
terribly. An indescribable thriil of horror crept throuzh my
whole soul, as I gazed from: the cart wheel to which I was
ironed, upon the dead Lodies first of Reuben and then his wife,
who but a few moments Lefore I had seen kneeling in selemr
prayer, before what they considered the Throne of Grace—and
their master, whom I heard that very morning calling on God
not only to damn his negroes, but to damn himself, now, in
less than thirty minutes, all three standing before the avful
Judgment Seut. After witnessing this dreadful scene I was
led 1no” Hagerstown jail, where 1 remained uutil my new
master was ready, when I went with him to Memphis, Tennes-
sce ; bul the remembrance of this awful tragedy hauunted my
wind, and even my dreams, for many months.

Reuben wzs the son of old Unele Reuben and Aunt Dinah,
and had been swopped away when about twelve years old to
William Steele, for a prir of horses and a splendid carriage.
Like his father and mother he was very religious, and I had
oiter been to his prayer meetings, where poor Reuben would
exhort and preach. Mr. Cobb had made him a ¢l ss-leader
long before he died ; and, in fact, we all reverenced Reu' en
alter the death of his father as the most moderate and pifted
man amongst us. T had always loved Reuben, but ?mrcr
knew how much until that futal day. After I went to Mem-
.Phis [ composed so:ne verses on the life and death of Reuben,
which run as foll,ws s—
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Poor Reuben he fefl at his post,
He's goie s
Like S{oplun, .ud of the IHoly Ghoss,
Poor Renben’s gone away. ' .
' He's gone where pleasure never dies,
He's go:.e,
In the golden chariot to the skies,
Poor Reuben’s gone away.

For many years Le [uced the bt(]l‘ﬂl,
He's gone ; ' |
And the crucl lash he suffered long '
Poor Reuben’s gone away.
But new he's le.t the land of death, .
He's gone ; ¥
And entered heaven's happiness;
Poor Reuben’s gone away.
His friends he bid a long adieu, '
He's gone ;
2 When heaven op: ned to his view,
Poor Reuben’s gone away ; i
His pain and sorrow of heart are passed,
He's gone ;
He arrived in heaven just safe at last;
Poor Reuben’s gone away.

——
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Poor Sally, his wife, lays by his side, \\
He's gone ; |
For whom poor Reuben so nobly died ; I
Poor Reuben's gone away; l
A mournful look on her her he cast, |}
He's gone,
° Five minutes before he breathed his last,
Poor Reuben’s gone away.

e =

in Jurdan the angel heard him cry,
He's gone ; <
Elijah’s chariot was passing by,
Poor Reuben’s gone away;
His body lays in the earth quite cold,
He’s gone,
But now he walks in the streets of gold, |
Poor Reuben’s gone away.

After working in Tennessee three years and seven monthu.
my master hired me to Mr. Steele. This gentleman was going’
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to New Orleans, ard T was to act as hisservant, Tut T contrived
to évt away {rom him, and went to the house of a free black,
pamed Gibson and after woiking four days on the levy ( r
g whai f) T succeeded in secreting :7:_'.‘.“'!1 'in a shfp,.wvll :supphe:d
by Mr. Gibson and friends with provisions, :1.nd in the mld.die
hold under the eotton T remained urtil the ship arrived at New
York; my bein.: there was only knownto two persons on board,

| the steward and the cook, both colored persons.  When the
| vesselwasdocked in the pier thirty-eight, Northriver, Imanaged
| to m:ke my way through the booby hatch on to the deck, and

! was not seen by th» watchman on board who supposed I wasa
strang 1, or what they call a “River Thief.” Imadea jumpto
escape over the bow and fell into the river; but belore he
could raise an alarm, I had reached the next dock, got outand
made my way off as fast as possible. I wandered about the

't atreets until morning, not knowing where to go, during which
i ' time my clothes had dried on my body. About ten c’clock
b in the forenoon I met with a colored man named Grundy, who
,‘[ took me to his house, and gave me something to eat, and en-

, quired where I came from and where I belonged; I hesitat:d
about telling my true suttation, but after considerable ¢.nver-
gation with him, I ventured to confide in him, and when I had
| given him, all the particulars, he took me to the underground
Railway office an| introduced me to the officials, who having
, heard my story determ'ned to send me to Canada, forty dol-
‘ lars being raised to find me clothes, and pay my f.re to Toronto,
| Lut [ was only taken to Utica, ir the State of New York,
where I agreed to stop with Mr. Cleveland and coachman.
i In November I was sent to Post-street on an errand, where
| I saw my master, who laid hold of me, and called to hisaid a
' dozen more, when I was taken before a magistrate, and that
nicht T was placed in priscn, and next day broucht before a
court, and orlered to be gi\en up to my master. I was talitn
back to prison that afternoon, and irens placed on my ancles,
and hand-cuffed ; but, previous to leaving;-Mr. Cieveland and i)
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family came to tuke a kind leave of me, and gave me religious j
advice and encouragement, telling me to put my trust in the i
Lord, and I was much affected at his little girl, who, when I i
was placed in the waggon. sereamed and cried as if she would &

fall into fits, telling her father to have me brought back, for

these men intended to murder me. The wacgon drove to tha
railway depot, anl I was placed in the c-.hz, and at three |
o’clock we started for buffalo, where I was p'aced on the steam o8
boat * Milwaukie,” for IChic;tgo, Illinois, on Lake Erie, The o]
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next night T arrived in Cleveland, and was taken from the boat,.
and pldLL‘ll in prison, uutil my master was ready to proceed.
While in prison a complaint was made that a fugitive slave
was placed in irons, contrary to the law of the state of Ohio,.
and after investigation, my irons were ordere: to be taken off.
On the Monday following I was t.ken on board the steam
boat * Sultana™ bound for Sandusky, Ohio, and on my way
there, the Black people, in large numbers, made an attemp* to
rescue me, and so desperate was the attack, that several offi -ers
were wounded, and the attempt failed. I was placed in the
eabin, and at dinner time the steam boat started, and had
about half a mile to go before she got into the lake, and.
on the way, the.captain came down to me, and cautiously
asked me if I could swim—I answered I could, when he
told me to stund close by a window, which he pointed out,
and when the paddle wheels cecased T must jump out. T
stood ready, and as soon as the wheels ceased I made
spring ‘and jumped into the water, and after goina a shorv
distance, I looked up and saw the captain standing on the
promenade deck, who, .when he saw I was clear of the
wheels, waved a signal for the engineer ta start the vessel.
T had much difficulty in preventum myself .from being
drawn back by the suction of the whe-ls, and before T had
gone far I saw my master and heard him shout, ¢ Ilere,
here, stop captain; yonder goes my nigger,” which was
" --hoed by shouts from the passengers ; but the boat continued
her course, while I made my way as fast as pm»ll;le to Cleve-
land llghthouse, where [ arrived in mﬁ-‘rv, and reeeived by an
imumerable company of both blacks and whites. T was then
gent to a place called Oberlin, where T remained a weelk, and
from their I went to Zanesville, Ohio, where [ stopped for
four months, when I was taken up on su- picion ol bre: ll..mrr the
windows of a store, and while in prison [ was s-en by a Mr.
Danelson, who declared to the k eper that [ by long: d to him.
I knew him well as the father-in-law of Mr. Stee!, with whom
1 travelled to New Orleans. He was also a methiodist minister.
He had me discharged by paying the damag e and making
affidavit that I was h 's slave, I was plae: Wl in prison, and
kept in two weeks, when I was broucht h+*'u:e the court for
trial ; and Mr. Donelson procured papers showi ing that he had
pnrchased me as a runaway. I therefor:saw it was of no use
prolonging the matter, and T ack:owl t]m‘tl mys:1f. I was then
taken and put into the stare and taken to Cinei-nuti, Ohio,
where I was placed upon the steam ooa.t, Pike, No. 3, to be
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taken to Louisville, Kentucis, and there placed in prison a
weet, and on T.wsday brought out to aucticn and solfl to
My. Si as Wheelbanks for 1,050 dollars, with whom I remained
about twelve months, 2ud acted as coachman and waiting in
the honse. Upon a Saturday evening, my mas er came and :
to!d me to make my carriage and horses so that he could see
his fuce in theni, and be ready to take my young mistress,
Mary, down to Centreville, to see her grandmother. So I
prepared my horses and carriag:, and on .\I_s.nuln‘_v was ready.
The lady got :n, and when about seven miles I drove intoa
blind road, distant abour two miles from any house, where I
made the horses stand still, and I ordered Miss Mary to get E
out: and when she asked me why, I thunder.d out at the top l
of my voice, “Get out,and ask no questions.” She commen-
‘ ced crying, and asked if [ was going to kill her. 1 said ¢ No,
if she made no noi-e,” I helped her out, and having no rope,

I took her shawl and fastened her to a tree by the roadside ;

t and for fear she should untie the knot and spread the alarm.,
I took off her veil, and with it tied her hands behind her. 1
then mounted the box,and drove off in the direction of Lexing-
ton, and at a place called Llton I stripped the horses of theix
l harnessandlet them go. I mademy way to Louisville and arrived
about 7 o’clock in the evening. I walked about the dock until

Pike No. 3, the same vessel before spoken of, was nearly ready .
. for starting and [ got a gentleman’s trunk on my shoulder and 1
went on board, and when [ had been pai | six cents for carrying

H the trunk I watched a chance, and jumped down the cotton
i : hold and stowe 1 myselt away among the cotton bags aud the l
: next day wasin Cincinnati, Olio, where I arrived abont day-
light in the mo ning. I waited until the passangers had left the
boat and saw neith: r officer nor eng'neer about when [ ventured
to go onshor:.  On starting up the hill I met my my master’s

e —

{
8 nephew, who at once seized hold of me, and a sharp struggle :
) ensued. Ie called for help but [ threw him and caught a

d stone and struck him on the hexd. which caused him to let 1

j| go, when I ran away as fast my legs cou!d carry me, pursu:d .

g | by a numercus crowed, erying “stop thief.” I mounted a

fence in the street, and ran thouch an alley into an Irishman's
yard, and through his house, knocking over the Irishman’s

¥ 3 . . . :
a wife and child, and the chair on which shia sat, the husband 1,
| at the time sat eating at the table, jumped into a cellar on the '
: *l opposite side of the street av thout heing seen by any one, 1
I made my way into th: back cellar and went up the chimney.
; i,i where I sat till dark, and at nizht came down and slept in the
L
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cellar. In the morning the servant girl came down into the
cellar, and when = saw she was black I thonght it would be
best to make myself known to her, which I did, and she told
mel had bettor remain where I was and keep quict, and she
would go and teil Mr. Nickins, one of the agents of the under-
ground Railway. S e brought me down a bowl of coffee and
some bread and meat, which I relished very much, and that
night she o: ene | the celiar door gently, and called to me to
come out, and introduced me to Mr. Nickins and two others,
who took me to a lous:in Sixth street, where I remained
until the next night, when they dressed me in female’s elothes,
an | I was taken to the railway depot in a carriage—was putin
the car, and sent to Cleveland, O..io wh re I was pliced on
board a st am boat called the Jadianz, and carried down Like
Erie to the city of Buffalo, New York, and the next day placed
on the car for the Niagara Falls, and received by a gentleman
name | Jones, who took me in his carriage to & pace called
Lewiston, where [ was placed on board a steamboa® called
Cheif Justice Robinson. I was furnished with a ticket and
twelve dollars. Three hours after starting T was in Torcnto,
Upper Canada, where I lived for thrce ycars and sang my,
song of deliverance,—

WHAT THE “TIMES” SAID OF THE SECESSION "IN 1851
(From the Liverpool Daily Post, Feb. 3, 1863.) N

The followi g article appeared asa * Leader” in the Times on the Tth
of January, 1801 :—

“The S:ate of South Carolina his seceded from the Union by a
unan mous vote of her legislature, an1 it 10w remains to be s en whether
any of he other Southern States will follow her example, and what course
the Federal anthorit es will pursae uader the eirenmstance:. While we
wait for further informa'ion on these points, it may be well to consider once
again the cause of quarrel which has thus began to rend asnnder the
mightiest confed ra ion which the world hes yet ehe'd. One fthe
pr. valent delusio s of the age in which we live is (o resard democracy as
eqnivalent to libe ty, and the attributi-n of power to the poorest and worst
educited citizens ot the State as a certain way t» promo‘e the pnrest li-
berality of thonght and the most beneficinl counrse of action. Let tho e
who hold this opinion examire the quarrel at present raging in the United
States, and they will he aware that democracy, live other forms of zovern-
ment, may co-exist with any coarse of actio or any aet of pri cip'es.
Detween North and Sonth there is at this momert r ging a con roversy
Which @oes a: ‘eep a any controyer-ycan i tothe el meutary principles
of himag na'nre ann the svin athies and a tipathi-a which in so many
m oy <upyl (he placeofreaco« andr ficetion.  The No this f r peld m,
tLe Sout. is tur sluvery, The North is for freedows of ui-cussion, the
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South represses freedom of discussion with ther*ar-brush and the pine fagot. |

Yet the North and South are Loth dem cracies—nay, possess almost ex-

actly similar institntions, with this enormous divergence in theury and |

practice. It is not demo.racy that has made the Nor:h the advocate of
freedom, or the Soath the advocate of slavery. Democracy is a quality
which appears on both sides, and may theretore Le rejected, 3 having uo
influence over the result. From the sketcu ot the Listory of slavery which
was furnished ns by our correspondent in New Yor': lust weelk, we liarn
that at the time of the American Rev.lation slavery existedin every State
in the Union except Ma-sachu-¢tts; bnt we algo lesrn that the great men
who directed that revolution—Wushjngtbu, Jeff. r on, Madison, Patrick
Henry, aud Hamilton—were upanimous in exccrating the practice of
slavery, and lookex forward to the time when it woull cease {o contami-
pate the soil of free America, Tiie abolition of the slave tra e, which
snbsequextly followed, was regarded by i's warmest advocates as uot ouly
beneficial in itself, but as a' loug step toward- tiie: extinction of slavery
al:og ther, it was not fore e¢en thit certain free sud democratic communi-

ties would arise which would apply themselves 1 the hoourable office of |

breediug slaves, to be consumed on the f e~ and democratic planta ions of
the South, and of thus replacing the African slave trade by an internal
raffic in haman flesh, carried on under circmmnstances of almost ¢ qual
atrocity through the heart of a iree and demossatic nation. Democracy
has verily a strong dige tion, aud one not to be interfered wi'h by trifles.

* But the most melancholy part of the matter is, that during the
seventy years for which the American confederacy has existed, the whole
tone of sentiment with regard to slavery has, in the Southern States at
least, undergone a remarkable change. Slavery used to be t ea’ed as a
thoroughly exceptional institation— as an evil legacy of evil times—as a
disgrace to a constitution ioz=dad on the natural freedom and indepen-
dence of 1ankind. There was hardly a political leader of any note who
had not sqe plan fo its abolition. Jeffazson himself, the gr-atest chief
of the democracy, had in the suriy part of this century speculat-d deeply
on the subject; but the Uxited States b:came possessed of Louisiana
and Flor.da, they have conquered Texas, they have made Arkansas and
Missouri into States ; and-thase successive acquisitions have altere | en-

tirely the view with which slavery is vagarded. Perhaps as much 2s.

anything, from the long license enjoyed by the editors of the Scuth of
writing what they pleased in favour of slavery, with the absolute certainty
that noone wou!d be found bold ¢nough to write anything on the other
side, and thus meke Limself a mark for popular vengeance, the subject
has come to bs wrilten on in a tone of ferocious and cynical extravagance,
which is to an European eye absolutely appaling. The South has ba-
«ome enamoured of her shame. Free labour in denounced as degrading

and disgraceful ; the honest trinmphs of ti e poor man who works his way ||

to independence ara treated with scorn and contempt. Itis asserted that
what we are in thehabit of regarding as the honorable pursnits of indus-
ry incapacitate a natiou for civilisation and refinement, and thst no ine

8.1 utions can be really free and democratic which do not rest, like those |

of Atheus and of Rome, on a broad substra'um- of slavery. So far from

treating slavery as an exceptional institution, it is regarded by these De- |

mocratic philosophers as the nataral state of a great portion of the human
¥ace ; and, so far from admitting that America ought to look forward te

& exl.].nction, il i-‘i cUUtﬂIilit'll Li?ﬂt r.. 1|1'._;|,_-¢{ j.} i[] limman rreAlUrcs Oughi

to be asuniversal as the property in land or 1n tame anlmalsy . —

# Nox Lare buese priuciples been werely luext of speculative, FHor iha |

3
o
1
el




Y -

last ten or twelve years slavery has altered her tactics, and from a defen-
sive she has become an agaressive power. Every compromise which the
moderation of former times had er-cted to steia the course of this mon-
ster evil l:as been swept away, and that not by the ercroachments of the
North, but by ”If agares: ive awbition of the Sonth. With a majority in
Congress and 1, the Sapreme Couvt of the United States, the advocates
of slavery h'r\.,, entered on a carecr the object of which would seem to be
to make their favonrite institution conferminons with the limits of the
Republic. They have swept away the Missouri f:mnprm.use, which limited
slavery to the tract south of 36 degrees of north latitate. They have
forced upon the North, in the Fugitive Slave Bill, a measure which eom-
pels them to lend their assistance to the South m th:'- recovery of their
bondmen. In the ecase of Kansas they hive sought by force of arms to
assert the right of bringing slaves into a free territory, and in the Dred
Seoit case they u})': 1ed an extrnjudicial opinion from the Supreme
Conrt, which would hm-_. placed all the territories at their disposal. All
this while the North has been resisting, feebly and ineffectnally, this
uccession of Southern asaressions. All that was desired was peace,
wnd that peace eould not be obtained,
While these things were done the South continued violently to npbraid
the Abolitionists of the North as the cause of all their troubles, and the
wdlies of Sonth Carolina showered presents and caresses on the brutal
1ssailant of My, Sumuer. In 1856 the North endeavoured to elect a Presi-
lent who th e 1 fu'ly recoguising the right of the South to its- slave
DEOPELY, WAS OpPPOSE '1 toits exten-ionin the territories. The North were
defeats .I. and sabmitted almost withont & marmur to the result, On the
presenl oceasiou tlr»* "uu..l has submitted to the same erdeal, bnt not with
the same suceess. They have taken their chance of electing a Prwili(ant
of their own views, but they_ have failed. Mr. Lincoln, like Colonel
Freemont, fully recognises the richt of the Scuth to the insfitution of
:1.1';‘_:1'}', but, like him, Le is opposed to its extension. This eannot be
endured. With a majority in both honses of Congress and in the
Supreme Court of the United States, the South cannit submit to & Presi-
dent who is not their devoted servant. Unless every power in the con-
titution is to be strained in order to promote the progress of slavery, they
will not remain in the Union ; they will not wait to see whether they are
injured, but resent the first check to their onward progress as an intol-
erable injury. This, then, is the result of the history of slavery. It
ended as an agoressive institution, and if it
now threatens to i e Union, it is not becanse it has anything to
| wat whieh it possesses already, but beecause it has received a
yits hopes of {utare acquisition.”

beran 28 a tolerated, it ha

SECESSION CONDEMNED IN A SOUTHERN CONVENTION.
SPEECH

Of the Hon. A. H. STEPHENS, made at the Georria State Convention,
helil Jannary, 1501, for the purpose of det érminii ”*:'.fu ther the State
of Georgia was to secede. .Notwithstanding this remarkable speech of
an extruordinary man, the Convention decided on sercession. Mr.

sted Viee President of the so-called Con-

: 10ws the estimate of his powers, and adds
foree to the deliverance, the prophetic declarations of which are now
beine fulhl ed t9 the le ter.
[liis step of sece <ion) onee taken, ean never be recalled: and all the

haleful und witheriug cons.queuces that must follow, will rest on the
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mon of war, which this act of yours

our lovely Sonth desolated by the de :
’ f waving har-

will inevitably invite and call forth ; when onr green felds 0
vests shall be trodden down by the marderoas !i(.':hljﬂl’}' .and fiery car o war
sweeping over our laud; onr teinples of jnstice luid in asies; all the horrors
aad desolations of wur npon uvs; who, but this Conveution will be Leld
responsible for it/ aud bat biw who shall Luve given his vote for this
unwise and ill-timed nieasnre, us 1 honestly thivk snd believe, shall be
held to strict accoant for this snicidal et by tle present geueration, and
probubly cursed and execrated by posterity forull coming time, for the wide
and desolating ruin that will inevitubly follow this act you now propose to
perpetrate? Pause, Ientreat yon, and cousider for s womeut what reason
you can give that will evon salisfy yourselves in :.:a!'::er nz_mncuts—.wh.al
reasons you can give to your fellow-snfierers in this oalawmity that it will
bring upon us. What reasons can you give to the natious of the earth to
justify it? They will be the calm and deiiberate judges in the case ? and
what cause or one overt act can you name or poiut, on which to rest the
plea of justification? What right has the North assailed? What interest
of the Soath has beeninvaded ? What justice has been denied ? and what
claim founded in justice and right has been withheld? Can eillier of yon
to-day name one governmental act of wrong deliberafely and purposels
done by the government of Washington, of which the Soath has a right to
complain? Icha lenge the auswer. While, on the other hand, lst me show
the facts (and ve ieve me, gentlemen, Tam not here the advocate of the
North ; Lut I am here the friend, the firm friend and lover of the Southand
herinstitutices; ard for this reason I speak thus plainly and faithfolly—f ¢
yours, mine, and every other mean's interest—the words of truth and sober-
ness), of whick I wish you to judge; and I will only state facts which are
clear and undeniable, and which now stand as records aanthentic in the
history of our country. When we of the Sonth demanded the siave trade
or importation of Africans for the cultivation of our lands, did they not
yeild the right for twenty years? When we asked a three-fifthsrepresenta-
tion in congress for our slaves was it not granted? When we ask-d and
demanded the return of any fugitive from justice, or the recovery of those
persons owing labor and allegiance, wasit not incorporated in the constitun-
tion, and again ratified and strengthenedin the Futitive Slave Law of 1850
Bat do you reply that in many iustances they have violated this compact
and have not been faithful to their engagements? Asindividnal and loeal
communities they may havedone so; but notby the sanction of zovernment
forthat has always been true to Southern interest. Again, gent'eman, look
at another fact, when we have asked that more territory should be added,
that we might spread the institution of slavery, have they not yielded to our
demandsin giving us Louisiana, Florida, and Texasount of which four States
have been carved and ample territory for four more to be added in duae
time, if you by this unwise and impolitic act do not destroy this hope and
perhaps, by it lose all, and have yourlast slave srenched from you by stern
military rale, as South America and Mexico were; or by the vindictive de-
cree of a universalemancipation,which may reasonably be expected to fullow
But, again, gentlemen, what have we to gain by this proposed change ofour
relation to the general government? We have always had the control ofit,
and can yet, if we remain init and are asunited as wehave been We have
had a wajority of the presidents chosen from the South, as well as 1he
control aud manag:ment of niost of those chosen from the North. We
have hm:l sixty yeurs of Southern presidents to their tweaty-four, thas
controlling the executive department, So of the judges of the Supreme
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Court, we have had eighteen from the South, and bat eleren from the
North; although nearly fonr-fifths of the judicial business has arisen in
the Free States, yet a majority of the court has always been from the
Sounth. This we have required so as to gnard against any in‘erpretation
of the constitution unfaso:rable to us. In like manner we have becn
equally watchful to gua:'d our interests in the legislative branch of gover-
ment. In choosing the presiding president {pm tem.) of the Senate, wa
have had twenty-four to their eleven. Speakers of the house we have
had twenty-three, and they twelve. While the majority of the represen-
tatives, from their greater popun'ation, have always been from the North,
yet we have so generally secnred the speaker, becans: he, to a greater |
extent, shapes and controls the legislation of the conntry. N 2 have wo i
had less control in e -ery other departme:t of the general government. .
Attorney-Generals we have had fourteen, while the hnnh hw had but .
five. Fnrejfm ministers we have had eighty-six and they but fifty-fonr.
While three-fourths of ihe business whichi demands mplnmqtu, agents
aboard is clearly from the Free States, from their greater com mﬂrcnl in- ‘
terest-, yet we have had the principal embassics, so as to securs t'ie {
world’s markets for our cotton, l‘,ob"l.l"co and sugar on the, best possible
terms. We have had a vast m jori'y of the higher offices of both ar my
and navy, while a larger proportion of t'e soldiers and sailors were
drawn from the North. Equally so of clerks, auditors, and comptrollers
filling the execulive department, the records sh(m f r the last filty years
that of the three thousand thus employed, we have had more than two-
thirds of the same, while wehave b'it one-third of the white papulation of
the republic. Again, lovk at another item, and one, be assured, in which
we have a great and vital interest; it is that of r-venue, or means of o
snpporting government. From official documents we learn that a frac- il
tion overthree-fanrths of the revenue eollected for the support of govern- H
ment has nniformly teen raiced from the North. Pause now whla you &
can, gentlemen, and contemplate carefully and candidly these imporiant
items. Leaving out of view, for the present, the countless millions of W
dollars you must exp-nd in a war with the North ; with tens of thousands 1 i
of your sons and bro'hers zlain i: battle, ard of flered up as sacrifices npon
the altar of yonr ambition—and for what? we ask again. Is it for the
overthrow of the American government, establ shed l:n our common &n- .
cestry, eemented and built up by their sweat and b!oa i, and founded on I

the broad principles of right, justice, and humanity? And, as anch, I i
mnst declare here, as I lm.'.f* often done before, and which h’m heen re-— :
peated by the greatest and wisest of statesmen and patriots- in this and i '

otber la.ids, that it is the best and freest government—the. most ennal in
iid n--h!s, tiie mos _}ust in its decisions, the most lenient i1: It mea- ures‘ i\
and ti.e most inspiring in its principles to elevate tha race of men, that !
the san of heaven ever shone npon. Now, for yon to attempt to over-
throw such a gove:nment as this, under which we have lived for mora '
‘han three-qu rters of a century—in which we have gained our wealth, !
our standing as a pation, our domestic safety while the elements of peril !
are -roin  us, with peace and tranquility accompanied with unbonnded
pr sperity and rights unassailed—is the height of madnesi, folly. and
wichedness, to which I can neither lend my sa.nctlon nor my voe. }

e

T e T T L R L T S TS R e D i e W ¢



A

THE Cﬁ\I'J,T)R,.‘,.TE AND THE SCOTTISH CLERGY ON
SLAVERY.

" Some three mon hs ago, we pablished an * Address to Christians
thronghout the world,” by *the cleigy of ina Coufederate States of
Ameriza;” and vesterday we put lished a reply to that address, sizned

by ne: uh a thoussnd ministers of thé vurions Churches in Scotland.
T e Coufederate address bezins with a solemn declaration that its scope
is not poliiical but pureiy religions—that ic is sent f rth *“in tE.Im name of
our Holy Christiamiy,” and in the inter-sis of * the canse of our mosf
Blessed Master.” Immediate y afrer making this deelaration, however,

i
| l - the Confederate divines commence a Im'; S ries of :il‘ju!:ﬂrjl.[:j du:s_%,;ue:.l
to prove that the war cannot restore the Union ; that the Southern States
had a rieht to secede ; that havine seceded, tll' ir separation from the
North is final; that the proclamation of Presoast Lrxco=x, seeking to
free the slaves is a most horrible and wicked measure, calling lor
# ‘0Itlnn protest on the part of the peoplsa of Gop throu:hout the
world ;* that the war agains: the Confederiey has made no progress;
and there seems no likeiihoo b of the United States accomplishing any
! good by its ¢ nlinnance. This muy be esteemed good gos “pet tea ching in
| the Confederate Stales, but ia this counbry it wor ..«[ be thonght to have
' very little conne ion with * the canse of our most Blessed DMaster.”

But the Southern elergymapn res rve for the close of their address the
defence of the orand dogmina of their relicion—ihe.doctrine that negro
slavery as carried oat ia the Southera States of America*®is not incom-
pat tible with our holy Chris iani‘y.” Stunendous as this proposition may
U appear to the I:rl-.l.-:.ll:;'.:‘. l,1 odersno difficulty to these learned aud pious
men. ‘Nuy, they are not onlv convinced thaf slavary 13 "nut incompatible™

-J

/ with Christianity, batthey bolidly a:f rmthati i
i tution, designed to promo'e the temporal hay
{ ; ST o 4 g
of tho negro race, nnd hat all effv:ls to brinz ab ut the abolit of
! glavery are sacrilegious atempls to-int-rfere with the plaus of Divine
.j H Providrnce.". * We testily he sight of Gop,” say the clergy of the
{id Confudirate States, ** that the relaliou of master and slave among us,
however we may deplore abuses in this, as in any other relations of man-
! kind, is not incom atibie our h ly Christianity, anl timt the pre-
! sence of the Africans in.our land is an ocasion of gratitude on their be-
t half before Gop; r that therchy Divine Providence has bronght
i ! them where missionaries of the cross mav freely prolaima to them the
i} 4 . “word of salvation, and the worlk is not interrapted vy agita ;_A__HL m,.u 1Ism.
I.. ® ® ¢ Weregard Abolitiouism as anincerfercnce with the plans of
! Divine Provideace. It has not the si ras of the Lord’s blessine. Itis a
4 fanatidism whish pnts forth no good frait; inslead of blessing, it has
! bropghtforth enrsing; in-tead of love, hatred: iostead of lite, death—
bitterness aud sorrow, in; and infidelity an! moval degencracy
follow iis laboars.” Thwereis no shirkine of tha -| 1es stion hereo. b'hu'vrjf
{ 15 proclatmed to be the Gop-anpoiuted m ans for the regeneration of the
African race, and those who seek ty brive about f_?l-s emancipation of the
siaves ara branded as aposiies of infi iclity. 1,'::--;: these Ur'n)rluu[ﬁ, the .
confedernte elerevap ea! to Christis 5 tiron tboat t'1e world to atd ther
4 in creatine a seutunent oo I st persecution for con-
4 8. ience’ suie, agaust the of Uuu by fanatical
'_l invasion. ™
l In their reply to this arpe I, tie Seottish ministers do what the
Confederate ministers profissed their intention of doing—they ayvoid
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every thing in the shape of polilic1l disenasion. Among those rentlemen
there is no oab: considerable difference of opinion respecting the two
parties in the civil war; bat they say nothing of that, and address theus-
selves exclusively.to the question of slavery. Happily, there is no dif-
ference of opinion upon that point among men who take upon themselves
the high oflice o! preaching Gud's worl in this conntry. Tie Scottish
Ministers, in powerful anl manly language, express the deep gricf,
alaym, and indiguation” with which they have seen men who pmf---~a to
be servunts of the Lord Jesus Clirist defend slavery as a Christian insti-

" tution, worthy of being perpetuated and extended, not only without re-
o o

gret, but with entire satisfiction and approval, *‘Against all this,” sy
they, *in the name of that holy fuith and that thrice holy name which
they ventare to invoke on {he <ide of a systewn which treatsimmortal and
redeerted men as goods and chaltels, denies them the rights of marriage
and of home, consigns them to ignorance of the first rudiments of edu-
cation, and exposes them to the ontrares of Just and passion—we musS
earnestly and emphatically protest.” We believe that this is the answer
of the whole British community to the appeal of the Confederate clerzy.
However much the public sentimeat may have been misled respecting
the rights and the wrongs of the two parties in the war, it cannot but be
sound at the core on the subject of slavery. There are many thousan:s
of people who have not the slightest sy npathy with slavery, and who yet
sympathise with the slave-owners because thy 'y have a vagne impression
that tne Southerners are bruve geutlemen and the Northerners base me-
chanics. They have managed by some strange proc=ss to separate the
canss ol slavery from the cause of the slave-owuer, and while they rejoice
at every success which tens towards the establishment of a confederacy
which 1is to have slavery as the * head stone of the corner,” they continue
to pray as fervently as ever that the fetiers of the slaves may be bioken.
All siuch people—and they constitute the mass of the Southern sympa-
thisers in this country—must be rea ly to rapniliate with the sternest in-
dignation this attempt to connect the holy relizion of Christ with the
most horrible oppresssion which the cruclty and cupidity of man ever
created.

Baut it is Ilot enough that the Confuderate defence of sl lavery should
be rejected. It was proper that the Scottish ministers of rel’gion shonld
deal only with the religi us aspect of the qneston, but it is the daty of
every man who feels that he has any intluence in the world—ind there
is no man who has not mrnu—tu study the political lessons which the ad-
dress affords, Tliere can Le no doubt that the a 11[)9 1l expresses the gen-
uine sentiment ofthe Southern States, softened down by w vhatever sof ening
influence there may be in their peculiar kind of Christianity, and shaped
to offend us little as poss:ble the prejudices of British readers. And what
does it show-us? Does it show us tha: emancipation is more likely to
follow from the success of the Sonthern society which assnmes to ve a!
the helm of all schemes of relizion and philinthr py, not ouly has no desira
to put an end to slavery, but regurds it in such a light that it will be its
duty to extend it as much as possible. The Sonthern cleray say that t e

relation of master and slave is * not incompatible with our holy Cliristi-
anity;" why, merc[ur-:, should they seek to :_ur ril of it? wau athoua-

and pulpl..n this langnage will be sent forth week afier weck, and it is
clc.ur that the religion of the Confederate States will ie employed o 1ly
to conviuce the sluveowner that he is doing perfectly right in perpetuat-
ing a system which enables him to buy men and women as chattels, and
% obtain command of human bodies and miuds at the prices surreunt of
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the markat. Thén, the Sonthern clergy think it a canse for g‘ratitpdp i

Gop on behalf of the negroes * that He has brought them where missin'
aries of the Cross might frecly prociuim to them the word of salvatiown.’
Will it not, therefore, be the duty of tae Southern ¢lergy to extend thtw
blessings to new millions of Africans, and thus carry out the *‘plans v
Divine: Providence?” Is the whole tendency of this argunment not ¥
elevate the horrible trade of the slave-catcher to the same high level m 1l
the noble office of the missionary? Proclaiming as they do that the ca's
ture of Africans and their remova’ into slavery in the Southern States 1
Gon's own missiona'y plan, the Confederate clergy and people will co:

sider it as much their duty to equip slave-ships with cargoes of manacles
and send them forth accompanicd by the prayers of the chnrches, as it 1,

‘now our duty to send forth missionry-ships laden with Bibles and preack

ers of the gospel. Then the heathen world will know what missionar
Christianity really is. Thounsand of Africans, caught on the west coasl,
will be torn from their families and taken chained on board ship; shoul’
they survive the horrors o! the passage, they will be set to hard work
under laws which permit of elmost any degree of corporeal punishmeut
and which deprive them of al!l the rizhts of men; and they will be told te
thank Gobp who has brought thern into the blessed light of the Gospel! Let
not thaman who ca not recoucile nis svmpatlijes in the American struggle
with his convictions on the question of slavery pooh-pooh this as an ex-
travagant fancy picture of something that never can ocenr. It isexactly
the missionary s¢'ieme which the Confederate clergy call *“the plan of
Divine Providence ;" and supposingia powerful Southern Confederacy
to be established, w'at is to prevent its being accomplished ? Not the

religous and philanthropic feelings of the Confederates; for the religions

and philanthropic feelings of the confelerates are all for a revi-
val of the slave trade. Not treaties concluded with foreign nations; for
a people holding such sentiments could never make a treaty shutting
themselves out from the most promising field of missionary labour ; or if
forced by circums'ances to conelude it, their religious convictions would
urge them to break it at any momemt. In fact, were a powerful nation-
ality once established, with interests and religious convictions all pnint-
ing in the way of reviving the slave trade, it would be utterly impossibie
fo prevent a resumption of that abominable traffiec.

We have dealt with the professed convictions of the Sonthern ministers
as sincere convictions. We should be sorry to accuse any body of men
professing to be teachers of the Christain relizion of intentional insin-
cerity, and although we can hardly conceive the possibility of men who
base their religion upon the same Bible upon which we rest ours, at-
tempting sincerely to justify slavery upon religions grounds, we would
rather attribate the extraordinary moral obliquity which the attempt ex-
hibits to the demoralising influence of the slave system than to actnal hy-
pocrisy. The spectacie of a crowd of learned and no doubt pious men
standing forth as the avowed apologists of a systern which deprives their
fellow-men of all the rights of humanity is, perhaps, the most distress-
ing evidence of its blighting and blinding influence which has yet been ex-
hllni‘e-;l to t'he world. It ought to have its effect. As we have said, it is
the duty of every man to study the lessons which this address of the Con-
federate clergy has for him. If his symipathy and intluence be given to
the Confederates, let him under tand the natare of the cause he is aiding.
Let him learn from the statement of the Confederates themselves that
their caunse is the cause of slavery, and that they look forward to the
perpetuation and extension of slavery as the prize of succesa. sl iy
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SLAVERY AND LIBERTY.

I'm on my way to Canada,
That dark and dreary lond ;
Oh ! the dread effects of slavery
I can no longer stand.
My soul is vexed within me so
To think I am a slave,
Resolved I am to strike the blow,
For freedom or the grave.

CroRUS—
Oh, Righteous Father !
Wiit thou not pity me,
And help me on to Canada,
Where coloured men are free.

T'va served my master all my days,
Without one dimes’ reward,

. And now I'm forced to run away,
To flee the lash and rod.

The hounds are baying on my track,
And master just behind,

Resolved that he will bring me back
Before I cross the line.

- Old master went to preach cmne day,

Next day he lcoked for me ;

I greased my heels and ran away,
For the land of liberty.

I dreamt I saw the Dritish Queen
Majestic on the shore ;

If e’er I reach old Canada,’
I will come back no more.

I heard that Queen Victoria said,
If we wonld all forsuka

Our native land of Slavery,
And come across thé lake :

That sbe was standing on the shore
With arms extended wide,

To give us all a peaceful home
Beyond the swelling tide.

I heard old master pray one night,
That night he prayed for me,
That God would come with all his might,
From Satan set me free.
So I from Satan would escape
And flee the wrath to come,
If there’s a fiend in human 5‘[139(},
Old master must be one.

-
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