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ASDEVEE N T U R-E S,
b OF
Co.. DANIEL BOON.

T was on the firlt of May 1769, that I refigned

I my domeltic happinels, and left my family and

peaceable habitation on the Yadkin River, in

North Caroiins, to wander through the wildernefs of

America, in queft of the country of Keatucke, in com-

pany with John Finley, Johm Stuart, Jofeph Holden,
James Monay, and Wiliiam Cool.

fie On the 7th day eof June, afier travelling in a weft-

« tern dire@ion, we found ourfelves on Red River, where

John Finely had formerly been trading with the Indi-
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T
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[ 2us, and from the top of an eminence, faw with plea-
) fure che beauciful level of Kentucke. For fome time
¥~ we had experienced the moft uncomfortable weather.
28 t, We now encamped, made a fhelter to defend us from
© the inclement (eafon, and began to hunt and reconnei-
& tre the country. We found abundance of wild beafts
;\{ in chis vaft foreft. The buffaloes were more numer

cus than cattle on other fettlements, browzing on the
leaves of the cane, or crofing the herbage on thofe
exterfive plains, we faw hundreds in a drove, and the
numbers about the falt fprings were'amazing. In this
forett the habitation of beafts of every American kind,
we hunted with great fuccels until December.

On che 22d of Dzcember John Stuirt and I"had a
pleafant Ramble : but fortone changed the day st
the clof- cfit. We had pafled throogh a great foreft,
in which ftood myriads of trees, fcme gay with blof-
foms, ouner rich with fruits. Nature was here a feries
ol wonders and a {und of delight. Here fhe difplayed
gcr ingenuity and indufliy in a variety of flowers snd

f{ais







4 The Adveniures of

fruits, besutifally coloored, elegantly ﬂlapfd’ ""_“d
charmingly flavoured ; and we were diverted with
numberlefs animale preftnting themfelves perpetually
to our view. In the decling of the day, near Ken-
tucke river, as we afcended the brow of a fmall hill, a
number of Indians rofhed out of a thick cane brake,
and made us prifoners. The Indians plundered v,
and kept us in confinement feven duys, During this
we difcovered no uneafinefs or defire 1o efcape, which
made them lefs fufpicious: but is the dead of the
night, as we lay by a large fire, in a thick cane brake,
when fleep had locked up their fenfes, my fitvation
rot difpofing me to reft, I gently awoke my compani-
on, We feized this favourable oppertunity and de-
parted, direfting cur courfe towards our old camp,
bot found 1t plande;cd and our people difperfed or
gone home.

" About this time my brother, Squire Boon, with
another adventurer, who came to explore the country
faortly after s, was wandering through the foreft,
and accideptally found our camp. NowwithRanding
our unfortynate circomfRances, and our dasgerous fi-
tuation furrounded with hoftile {avages, our meeting
fortunately in the wildernels, gave us the molt fenfibie
faticfa&ion. :

Soon after this my companion in captivity, John
Stewart was killed by the favages, and the man that
came with my brother returned home by himfelf. We
were then in a dangerous helplefs ficuation, expofed
caily to perils and death, amoag favapes and wild
beaits, not a white man in the country buc ourfelves.

Thas macy hond.ed miles from our families 1u the
hnwiing wildernefs, we did not connnue in a ftate of
indolence, bpt huated every day, and prepared 2 little
cotiage to detend ve fromy the winter florms., We met
vith no difturbance during the winter. On the 11t
of (day 377¢, my brother re.urned home by h.mielf
tor a new recrsuic of horfes 2nd emuonittion, leaving me
tlone, withount bread, falt, or lugar, or even a hor fe OoF
» tog, d pelfed a fow oy ancemfonably, The id'ii‘ﬁ
©
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Col. Daniel Boca.

of 3 beloved wife and family, and their anxiety on my
account, would have difpofed me to melancholy, if [
had further indulged the thought. :

One day | undertook a tour through the country, \
when the diverfity and beauties of nature I met with
in this charming (eafon,expelled every gleomy thought. *
Jult at the clofe of the day, the gentle gales cealed ;
a profound calm enfued; not a breath fhook the
tremulous leaf, [ had gained the fummit; of a com-
wanding ridge, and looking round with aftonithing
delight, bebeld the ample plains and beauteous
tralts below. On one hand I {urveyed the famous
Obio rolling in filens dignity, and markiog the wefi-
ern bounds of Kentucke with inconceivable grandure,
At a valt diftance I beheld the mogntains lift their
vencrable brows and penetrate the ciouds. All things
were ftill. I kindled a fire near a fountain of fweer
water, and feafted on the loin of a buck, which a few
hours before | had killed, The fhades of night foon
overfpread the hemifphere, and the earth feem to galp
after (he hovering moifture. My excorfion had fa-
tigued my body, and amufed my mind. [ laid me

. down to fleep and awoke not until the fun had chafed
away the might. I continued this tour, sed in a few
days explored a confiderable part of the country,
tach day equally pleafed as the firft ; after which I re-
turned to my old camp, which had not been difturbed }
in my abfence  1did not confine my lodyings to it,
but often repofed in thick cane brakes to avoid the
favages, Who I helieve, ofien vifited my camp, bur
fortunately for me in my abfence. No populons city
with all che varieties of commerce and Rately fliv@ares,
could afford fuch pieafure to my mind, as the beauties
ci nature | found 10 this cooniry,

Until the 27th of July I fpent the time in an unin-
terrupted fcene of fylvan pleafures, when my brothec
to my grest felicity, met me accordin~ ta apnpnrint-
ment, 2t cur old camp. Scon after we left the place,
aud proceeded ta Cumier sna River, 1 eCOnNOILrin g
thot part of the country, and givirg names 1o the
gificrent rivers,
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b The Adveniures of
[n March 1771 1 returned home to my family, be-
ing determined to bring (hem as foon as poflible at
the rifk of my life and fortunc, to refide in Kentucke,
which I efteemed a fecond paradile.
On my return 1 found my family in happy circum-
ftances. 1 fold my farm on the Yadkin, and what
oods we could not carry with us ; and
. On the 25¢th aof September 1773, W€ bade farewel
to our friends and proceeded on our journey to Ken-
tucke, in company with five more families, and forty
men that joned us in’ Powcll’s Valiey, which is
one hindred and fifty miles from the now fettied
parts of Kentucke; but this promifing beginning
was foon overcaft with a cloud of adverfity.
On the 10th of Ofober the re<r of cur company
was attacked by a number of Indians ; who killed
fix, and wounded one man. Of thele my eldeft fon
was one that fell in the a&ion. Though we repulfed
the enemy, yet this unhappy affuir fcattered our cattle,
brought us into ex:reme difficulty, and fo difcouraged
the whole company, that we retreated forty miles to
the fectlement on the Clench river. We had pafled
over two mountains Powell’s and Walden’s, and were
approaching Cumberland mountain,
verfe fortune overtook us, Theie mountains are in
the wilderne(s, in paffing from the old {ertlements in
Virginia to Kentucke, are ranged in 2 {outhweft and
northeaft direétion, are of great lengeh and breadth,
snd not far diftant from each other. Over them na-
ture has formed pafles lefs dithculc thxa might be ex-
peéted from the view of fuch huge pil s, “The a'pell
of thefe cliffs are fo wild and horrid, b g is Impulibie
1o behold them without terror.
Uasil the 6¢h of June 1774, 1 rem# ed
faraily on the Clinch, when | and Vi hael
were folicited by Governor Duamore ot Virgiria, (2
concuét a number of {urveyors to the faiis of the Coing,
This was a tour of 800 miles, and tovk us fixty L1+0
gays.
me ii‘-(‘_.'

Oa my retu:n, Gevosnor Dupmore gave
cpiis.and

aith my

y LellEw

when this#d- %




Col. Daniel Boon. ! 9

command of thres garifons, during the campaign a-
gainft the Shawnefe.

In Mareh 1775, at the folicitation of a number of
gentlemen of Norch Carelina, I attended their treaty
at Wataga, with the Cherokee Indizns, to purchafe
the land: oo the fouth fide of Kentucke river. Alier
this | undertook to mark ont a road in ths beft pafiage
from the fettlements thiough the wilcerncls to Ken-
tucke.

Having colleéted a number of enterprizing men well
armed, I foon begun this work, we proceeded ontil we
came within fifteen miles of where Boonfboroogh now
ftands, where the [ndians attacked us, and killed two
and wounded two more,

This was the 2d of March 1775. Three days after
they attacked us again, we had two killed and three
wounded. Afier this we proceedsd on o Kentucke

| river without oppofition.

L R ———
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On the firft of April we began to erc& the fort of
Boonfborough, at a faltlick 6o yards from the fives
on the fouth fide.

On the 4th they killed one of our men.

On the 14th of June having finifhed the fore, I re-
turned to my family on the Clinch. Soon after [
removed my family to this forc ; we arrived fafe ; my
wife and daoghter being the firft white women that
flood on the banks of Kentucke river.

December the 24th, the indians killed one m2m
and wounded anoiher, feeming determined to perfe-
cute us for ereting this fort,

Ju'.)r 14th 1776. Two of Colonel Calaway’s dauph-
ters, and one of mine, were taken orifoners near the
fort. I immediately parfued the Indians, with enly
eight men.

On the 16th1 overtook them, killed two of them.
and recovered the girls.

The Indians had divided themfelves into feveral
parties and attacked on the {fame day all our fettis-
ments and forts, doing a great deal of milchief. The

hufbandmen werz tho: down in the A2ld, aad moll o!




b The Adventures of

the cattle were defiroyed. They continued their
boftilities until

The 15th of April 1777, when a party of i0e of
them attacked Boorfborough, and killed one man,
and wounded four,

July 4th they attacked it 3gain with 20e men, and
killed us one, and wounded two. They remained 48
hours, during which we killed feven of them. All the
fettlements were attacked at the fame time.

July1gth, Colone! Logan’s fort was befieged by
260 Indians ; they did much mifchief ; there were
only filteen men in the fort; they killed two and
wounded one of them. Indians lofs unknown.

tuly 25, Twenty five men came fiom Carolina.

A bout

Avguft 20th, Colonel Bowman arrived with 1co
men frem Virginia. Now we began to ftrengthen
and had fkirmifhes with the Indians almoft every day.

The favages now learned the fuperiority of the
Lone xnNire, as they call the Virginians ; being
out-generaled in almoft every battle. Our affairs be-
gap to wear a new afpeét; the enemy did not pow
venture open war, but praétifed fecret mifchief,

January 1, 1778. 1 went with thirty men to the
Bloe Licks on Licking River, to make falt for the
different garrifons,

February 7th. Hunting by myfelf to procure meat
for the company, 1 met 3 party of 102 Indians, and
two Frenchmen marching apainft Boor fborough,
They purfued and took me ; and the next day I capi-
tuiated for my men, knowing they could not efcape.
They were 27 in number, three having gone home
with falt. The Indians actording to the capitulation
ufed us generoufly. They carried us to Old Cheli-
cothe, the principal Indian town on Little Miami,

On the 18th of February we arrived there, after an
uncomfortable journey in very fevere weather.

On the 1oth of March 1 and ten of my men were
conduéted to Detroit.

On (ke 30'h we arrived there, and were treated by
Govern''?
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Coverner Hamilton, the Britith commander ag th

peft, with great humanity.

" The lndians had fuch an affeflion for mo, that
they refuied 100!, flerling offered them by the Gover-
nor, if they would leave me with the others, cn pur-
paofe that he might fend me home on parole. Several
Hoglith gentlemen there, feriible of my adverfe for-
tune, and touched with fympathy, generouily offered
to fupply my wants, which I declined with many
thanks, adding that I never expelted it would be in
my power to recompence fuch unmerited generofity.
The Indians left my men in captivity with the Britifh
at Derroit,

On the 10oth of April they brooght me towards
O!d Chelicothe, where we arrived on the twenty-fifth
day of the fame month, This was a long and very
fatiguing march, through an exceeding fertile zountry,
remarkable for fine fprings and ftreams of water. At
Chelicothe | fpent ymy time as comforiably as I
could expet ; was adopted according to their cuftom,
into a family, where [ became a fon, and had a preag
fhzre in the affe@ion of my new parents, brothers,
filtere, and friends. I was exceedingly familiar and
ealy with them, always appearing as chearful and
{atisfied as poflible, and they put great confidence in
me. I often went a hunting with them, and fre-
quently grined their applaufe for my afivity at cur
thooting matches.

I was careful not to exceed many of them in fhoot-
ing ; for no peopic are more envious than they in
this fpert. I couid obferve in their countenances and
geltures the greateft expreflions of joy when they ex-
ceeded me, and, when the reverfe happened of envy.
The Shawnefe king tock great mnouice of me, and
treated me with profound refpe&, and entire friend-
fhip, ctien entrulling me to hunt at my liberty., I
trequemtly returned with the {poils of the woods, and
as often prefented {ome of what ] had taken 1o him,
expreflive of my duty to my fcvereign. My focd and
iﬂﬁlziﬁg was, I gomea with them, not (o La.nd in-
8 deed




10 The Adventutes of

deed as I could defire, but neceflity made every thing
acceptable,

I now began to meditate an efcape, but carefully
avoided giving fufpicion.

Until the firft day of June, I continued at old Che-
licothe, and was then taken to tne falt fprings on
Sciotha, and kept there ten days making falt. Dur-
ing this time [ hunted with them, and found the land,
for a great extent aboat this river, to exceed the {oil
of Kentucke if poffible, and remarkably wel' watered.

On my return to Chelicothe 450 of the choiceft
Indian warriors were ready to march againft Boonfbo-
rough, peinted and armed in a fearfol manner. This
alarmed me and I determined (0 efcape.

On the 16th of June before funrife, I went off fe-
cretly, and reached Boonfborough on the zoth, a jour-
ney of 160 milet during which 1| had only one meal,
I found our fortrefs in a bad flate, but we immediately
repaired our flanks, gates, poftetns, and formed dou-
ble baftions, which wec completed in ten days, One
of my fellow prifoners efcaping after me, brovght ad-
vice that on account of my flight, the Indians had pat
off their expedition for three weeks.

About Auguft 1ft I fec out with 19 men to furprife
Point Creek Town on Sciotha. Within four miles
we fell in with 40 Indians going againft Boonfborough.
We fought and the enemy pave way, we fuffered no
lofs. The enemy had one killed and two wounded.
We took three horfes and all their baggage. The
Indians having evacuated their town and gone altoge-
ther agninft Boonfborough we retarned paffed them on
the fixth day, and on the feventh arrived fafe at
Bonnfbnrough,

On the 8th the Indian army 444 in number, com-
manded by Capt Duquefne and eleven other French-
men and their own chief:, came and fummoned the
fort. T requefted iwo days confideration which was
graoted. During this we brought in through the
poétlcrns all the horfes and other castle we could col-
lett.

On




Col. Daniel Boaz. if

Ou the gth in the evening, Iiaformed their com-
mander, that we were determined 1o defend the fort
while a man was living. They then propofed a trea-
ty, and faid if we fent out nine men to ratify it, they
would withdraw. The treaty was held within fixty
yards of the fort, as we fufpefted the favages. The
articler ware agreed to and figned ; when the Indi-
ans told p3, it was their cuftom for two Indians to
fhake haads with every white man in the treaty 23 an
evidence of friendthip. We agreed to this alfo. They
immediately grappled us to take us prifoners, bae
we cleared ourfelves of them, though furrounded by
hundreds and geined the fort fafe, except one that
was wounded by a heavy fire from their army. On
this they bpgan to undermine the fors, beginning
at the water mark of Kentocke river, which is 6o
vards from the fort, We difcovered this by the water
being made muddy by the clay, and countermined
them by cuuing a trench acrofs their fubterranean
pafluige, The enemy difcovering this by the clay we
threw ont of the fort, defifted.

On the zoth of Auguft they raifed tae fiege.

During this dreadful fiege, we had two men killed,
and four wounded. We loft & aumber of cattle. We
killed ‘37 of the enemy, and wounded a great number.
We picked up 125 Ib. cf their bullets, befides whas
ftack in the logs of the fort.

Soon after this 1 went into the fettlement, and ne-
thing worthy of natice paffed for fome time.

In Jaly 1779, during my abfence,Col. Bowman with
165 men, went agsinft the Shawnefe of Old Chi-
licothe. He arrived undifcovered, a battle enfued,
which lafted unti! ten in the morning, when Colonel
Bowman retreated 30 miles. The Indians colletted
all their ftrength and purfued him, when another en-
gagement enfued for two hours, not o Col. Bowman’s
advantage. Col. Harrod propofed to mount 8 num-
bar of horfe and brake the enemy’s Jine ; who at this
time fooght with remarkable fury. This defperate
meafure had a happy effe€t, and ihe {avages fled on

P




12 The Advertures of

all fides. In thele two battles we had nine men kill.
ed and one wounded. Enemy’s lofs uncertdin, only
two fcalps L-’ng taken,

june 22d 1780, 600 Indiavs and Canadians under
Col Rird, attacked Riddles and Martain’s f{tation
and the Forkl of Licking River with fix ptc-cs of ar-
tillery ; they took all the inhabitants captives, and
:,1 ¢d one man and two women, loaded the others
with the heavy bagpape, and (uch 2s failed in the
journey were romahrw'.»..cc.

The hoftile difpofition of the favages cavfed Ge-
neral Clark, the commandant at the falls of Ohio, to
m“-.rc.h with his regiment and the armed force of the

untry againft Peccaway, the principal town of the
nawanefe, on a brach of the Great Niami, which he
nifhed with great fuccefs took feventeen {calps, and
yaines the town to afhes, with the lofs of feventeen
men,

~ Abcut this t"'ﬂcire:ur::d to Kentucke with my
'}':.'" iy ; for during my ca Ju.m,mrmlt thinki ing me
.fs'n.-.'_d by } Era_'..-_-.:__, had tran{ported my l..I"':Hy and
goods on borfes through the wilderne{s, amidft many
1 ingers to her r*'hr— s houfe in North-Carolina, Th;
.iar.i;i._'u’?f Of my ,J,a]_~ ]'It3 lﬂ P‘“rg anc rgrurn]ng
*.-Jf. long to Ln: inferted here,

._h "‘. ’

On the 6th of O&ober 1780, foon after my fettling

again at Boonfb roogh, I went with mv brother to the
T

Jlue Licks and on our return he was fhot ’t‘y 8 party

of India
of Indians, they roliwed me by icent of a dog, whicy
.I ol ..il!’i ,;erH'Q

""r"

] i d f"'r"[; f Ul :h’: 'L‘s';r""" "'l["[.r{l Frcak dlﬁ {3 \:n

Kant
Hent thecnzmy doring the fammer havi "pg deltioy-
ed moft of the cor; Ia:: indabitants lived chiefly oo
Buffaloes Aefh.
L, (ot 5 7o g ' 3
- d ¢ b Sy A . NNOjENSE }'..1-"!"1,'1’1-:&} us,
I— LW | ] ] 1
- lay they k I one at Afhton’s !%atwn, and
L aMegLn Lsapi. Alliton puarfued them with 2-
: N nAn # T SEMENT ke } } :
nd i an gement which lafted two houre,
: P27y w 00 0 reirezt, having 8 killed, 4
sally woundar DIovE

rcommander feil 1v this

é‘ﬁ F#-. u _r"
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Auguft joth, two b*l',v'l WEer2 carried aft {rom Me.

jor Hoy's flation, € aptain Holder purfned with 17
men, they were allo deizated, and lcf 4 and ¥
weunded.

Qur affairs becarne morz and morz alarming The
favages infafied the country, killing men atevery Cp=

4
?U”.:HILJ’.
[ a ficld mear Lezington, &° Indian f[hot a man,
and running to fcalp him, Was himielf fhot from the
and fell dead vpon his ensmy.
-

! - 2
All the [ndian pationsy weré no¥ 0o ited ap2init us,

AJEF T.;F.'-'l, fve hop nar rd ladians *m:l Capadiang
miles from Lexingtor,

-

LCI

-

came againit Briat's ftation
hey affaulied the fort, Kkilled all tae cattle round 1t ;

but being repulfed they retired the third day, having
about 20 killed iheir wounded acartain. T he garr
{'Ji' 1.5_"'_'. 4 .l{'l.l..l,'-]. a :'.\'J: W [!'.'J'lx..i a

.'lslil--x'.". 18:k, Co {‘odd, qu], T '5:'_'_*7, Major Hara
land, apc myle!l ", { 1:“& ly coileted one hundred 2

sventy-fix men weil armied :.:;l pu:.;zr.‘- the .axhg-::,

L 5 N i |

They had marchad bevond the Blue Licks to a re-
= - | o ) 'y | T sl " I Sar

—markable bend of tne main Ioikk of Licking River,

about 43 miles from Lexington, where W& OVertoox
them on the 1gth.

The favages obferving us, gave wWay, and we, ignc-
rant of their numbers, paffed the rver. When they
{aw our r-uwrd ngs hzh.mg1 greatly the advantage 1n

8 e |
&iuation, they formed their hoe of battle from vpe end
of the Licking to the other, abozt a mile from the ’i'n-
Licks. The battle was exceeding ferce for aboutt 1¢
minutes, when we being over| sowered by numbers,
were obliged to retieal, with the lofs of 67 men 7 of
whom werg tafen prnl,n-*r,t. The brave and much

lamented Celoacl s {"odd and T'n pg Mazjar Harland

1

and m my feco nd {on, were amaong 1 dend, We were
afterwar ds toid that the Ll-\.:lll'.'.'-l"' an nL.:i';a.”.‘.‘ljiJ"_' their

i i e . | H Y - - i | -
ad fAnding they b2ad T more r-‘.i!'.fd than we, loor

:,.._ g, I
of our peop'e they had taken, were givcn up to their
young warrioss, 10 be put to deach after their barbar
Qus mMmanncr.

On oor reireat ws were mat by Col. Logan, who

vaj
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was haftening to join us, with a number of well arm-
ed men. This powerful affitance we wanted on the |
day of battle. The enemy faid one more fire from us |
would h#ve made them give way. :
"I cannot refled upon this dreadful fcene, but forrow
fills my heart. A zeal for the defence of their country
led thele heroes to the {cene of attion, though with a
few men to attack a powerful army of experienced !
warriors. When we gave way, they pur{ued us wiia |
the utmoft eapernefs, and in every quarter {pread de-
firu@tion. The river was difacult to crofs, and many
were killed in the flight, fome jult entering the river,
{oine in the water, others after crofling in afcending the
cliffs. Some eicaped on horleback, a few on foot ;
and being difperfed every where in 2 few hours,
brought the melancholy news of this unfortunate bag-
tle to Lexiagton, Many widowa w2re aow made. |
The reades may gaefs what forraw filled the hearts of ‘
the inhabitants, exceeding any thing I am able to dei-
cribe. Being reinforced, we retnrned to bury the
dead, and found cheir bodies ftrewed every where,
cut and mangled in a dreadful manner. This mours-
ful {cene exhibited a korror aldoft unparalled ; fome
torn and eaien by wild beafts; thofe in the river
eaten by fies ; all in fuch 2 putrid condition that'
no one could be diftinguithed from another. i

When Gensaral Clark at the Falls of Ohio, heard of
nor difafter, he ordered an ‘expediiion to purfue th:l
favages, we overtook them within two miles of theit
towns, and we (hoald have obtained a great viétory,
had not fome of them met us when about two hun-
dred poles from their camp. The favages fled in the
atmolt diforder, and evacuated all their towns, We
burned to athes Old Chelicothe, Peccaway, New Che-
licothe, Wills Town, and Chelicothe ; entirely de-
firoyed their corn and other fruits ; and {pread defc-
Jation through their country, We took 7 prifoners,
and 5 fcalps, and loft only 4 men, 2 of whom were
accidenzally killzd by curfelves,

This campaign damped the enemy. yét they madd
feciet incurdone, i In

l
@




Col, Daniel Boon. i5

In Oftober a party attacked Crap Orchard, and one
of them being a good way before the others, boldly
entered a h.ufe, in which were only a woman and her
children and a negro man. The favage ufed no vio-
lence, but attempred to carry cft the negro, who hap-
pily proved 100 firong for him, and threw him
on the groond, and in the ftroggle the woman cat
of his head with an axe-..whi!ft her little davohter
fhat the door. The favages inftantly came vp and
applied their tomahawks to the door, when the mo-
ther pRiting an old rafty gun barrel :hrt,‘-.'.gh a crevice,
the favages immediately vent off,

From that time until the happy return of peace
between the United Siaies and Great- Britain, the
Indians did us no mifchief,

Soon after this the Indians defired peace,

* Two darling fons, and a brother | have loft by fa-

|{vage hands, which have aifo taken from me 40 valu-
| iable horfes and abundance of cartle. Maeny dark and
| fieeplefs nights have [ (penr, feparated from the cheer-

ful faciety of men, fcoiched Uy the lummer’s fon, and

|jpinched by the winter’s cold, ‘an infirument orcained
| Lo fettle the wilderpefs,-.. But now the {cece
||§d ; Pesce crowns the {ylvan {hade.
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4 NARRATIVE of the Capti-
vity and Efcape of Mrs. Francis Scott,
an Inbabitant of Walbirgton County,
Virginia.

N Wednefcay the 2gth day of

June, 1785, latein the evening,

a large company of armed men

paffed the houfe, on their way

to Kentucky ; fome part of whom en-
camped within two miles. Mr. Scott
living on a frontier part, generally made
the family watchful ; but on this calami-
tous day, after fo large a body of men
had pafled, fhortly after night, he lay
down in his bed, and imprudently lefe
one of the doors of his houfe open ; the
children were alfo in bed, and afleep.

Mrs. Scott was nearly undreflfed, when,

to her unutterable aftonifhment and hor-

rour, the faw rufthing in through the door
that was left open, painted favages with
prefented arms, raifing a hideous {hrick

—Mr. Scott being awake, inftantly

jumped out of his bed, but was imme-

diately fired 2t : he forced his way thro’

the middie of the enemy and got out of

the door, bur fell a few paces from
thence. An Indian {eized Mrs. Scott,

and
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snd ordered her to a particular fpot and
not to move; others ftabbed and cut
the throats of the three youngeft chil-
dren in their bed, and afterwards lifted
them up and dafhed them down on the
floor, near the mother; the oldeft, a
beautiful girl of eight years old, awoke
and efcaped out of the bed, and ran te
her parent, and, with the moit plaintive
accents, cried, “O mama ! mama ! {ave
me”’—-the mother, in the deepeftanguifh
of fpirit, and witha food of tears, in-
treated the favages to fpare her child ;
but, with a brutal fercenels, they to-
mahawked and ftabbed her in the mo-
ther’s arms.  Adjacent to Mr. Scott’s
dwelling houfe, another family lived, of
the name of Ball. The Indians alfo at-
tacked them at the fame inftant they did
Mr. Scott’s ; but the door being fhut,
the enemy fired into the houfe through
an opening between two logs, and kill-
ed a young lad, and then eilayed to
force the door open ; but a furviving
brother fired through the door, and the
enemy defifted, and went off; the re-
maining part of the family ran out of
¢he houfe and efcaped. In Mr. Scott’s

houfe were four good rifles well loaded,
and
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and a good deal of cloathing and furni-
ture, part of which belonged to people
that had left 1t on their way to Ken-
tucky.  The Indians loaded themlclves
with the plunder, being 13 1n number,
then fpeedily made off, and continued
travelling all night ; next morning their
chief allotted to each man his fhare, and
detached nine of the party to {teal hoiles
from the inhabitants on Clinch.—

The eleventh day after Mrs. Scott’s
captivity, the four Indians that had her
in charge ftopped at a place of rendez-
vous, and to hunt, being now in great
want of provifions. Three went out,
and the chief, being an old man, was
left to take care of the prifener, who,
by this time, exprefled a willingnefs to
proceed to the Indian towns, which
feemed to have the defired cffect of
leffening  her keeper’s vigilance. In
the day time, as the old man was grain-
ing a deer-fkin, the captive, pondering
on her fituation, and anxioufly locking
Ibr an ()ppm’tunity to male her ci(;]j r:;
took the refolution, and going to the
Indian carelefsly, afked liberty to go a
fmall diftance to a fiream of water, 1o
wafh the blcod off licr apron, thar had
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rematned befmeared fince the fatal night
of the murder of her litle mvrlml.
He faid to her in the l‘nrr'[h tongue,
« g0 along ;" (he then pn.ﬂ«.d by hlm
his face being in a contrary direction
from that {he was going, and he very
bufy. She, after getting to the water,
})uﬁrumd on without dthﬂ., made to a
hioh barren mountain, and travel lled
until late in the evening, when fhe
came down to the valley, in fearch of
the track fhe had been taken alongs
hoping thereby to find the way buck,
without the rifk of being loft, and per-
ithing with honger n un.m,.ﬂ ted parts.
On coming acrofs the valley to the river
1{1], Jlﬂhig__fi}-.}'.;'d r() 1_1@ i

of Kentucky river,

e ealterly branch

t
he obferved in the

Py =y | " - : P e Spa e
fand, tracks of two men, that had gone

up the river, and had juft returned. —
!l 1 1 = | Erpi
She concluded thefe to have ‘been hel
purfuers, which excited emotions of
eariende  and thankfulhefs to divine
'&,{_1;1!}-“&1\. and thankiaineils to AiViC
]wrnvichrnu' for {o tim=ous a deliverance.
Beinz without any provilions, having
no kind of weapon or te ool to afit her
Lting any, ;;;1.' heino '1 oft aelti-
"'1 L "-] t:| [1

acl Ui LLHEES
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tervened, between where fhe was and
the inhabitants eaftwardly, and that dif-
tance of the Kentucky fettlements un-
known, and fhe almoft as ignorant as 2
child of the method of fteering through
the woods, excited painful fenfations.—
But certain death, either by hunger or
wild beafts, feemed preferable rather
than to be in the power of beings who
had excited in her mind fuch herrour.
She addreffed heaven for protection,
and taking courage, proceeded onward.
After travelling three days, fhe had
nearly met with the Indians, as fhe fup-
pofed, thachad been {ent to Clinch te
fteal horfes, but providentially hearing
their approach, concealed herfelf among
the cane, until the enemy had paffed
This giving a frefh alarm, ard her mind
being filled with confternation, fhe got
loft, proceeding backwards and for-
wards for feveral days: at length fhe
came to 2 river, that feemed 0 come
from the eaft ; concluding it was Sandy
river, {he accordingly refolved to trace
it to its fource, which isadjacent to the
Clinch fetlement.  Afzer proceeding
up the fame feveral days, {ne came to
where the river runs through th

el ( ra vy f=
b @) - ‘ l-l,

t i
1 ~ura!
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Mis. FRANCLS SCOTT.

Eaural mountain, where is a prodigiou

water-fall, and numerous hwh -'“Idg'*-','
clifts alonw the water -edge : that way
feemed j 11]1011'- .‘.Ir_', the lﬂ')‘d..-'ll‘".fn ﬂt:a-;
and difficult : Hlowever, our mour:

Jll;l{'l

fravuller- ccnc-uzltf‘r_] ',lmt ths lat Cr' W

aedl Wy

was the beft. She therefore afcended

for {fome time, burcoming to 2 rance
]

of 1nacceflible rol'f", fhe turned her
courfe towards rH. foct of the mountain
nd the river fide ; after getting into g

i 1411 &

fmilm' and l,cl ?mi- over {everal
y rocks, fhe reached the river
1ere, to herinex preffible afffict tion,

(he f\u,m that a pe r“-_‘;uuu lar rocks
rather one that iu.m;_; over, of

feet high, formed the

{olemn _"}mfe took place ;

to return, but the height

\"1J f;:

rocks fhe had defcended over
e her.She o

LS 1

1€n returned tr* the ed e
{ the precipice, and viewed the bf',t{)m

it, asthe certain {fpot to end 2!l her
rous "‘T"E . :

O ‘-’

, OF remain on the to
away with hunger, or be dey
‘Hui beafls. ; ."E“:‘ ferious

and c't'wn]t exercifes, the

cetermined on
aping from the heiche, and ac r);drruw
¢y Jumped off.  Althouch the Tc

.. 5 Hﬂ&;‘-‘i’?ﬁl‘ﬂlf”h' S PR ST

1
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had to alight on, was covered with
uneven rocks, notabone was broken ;
but, being exceedingly flunned with
the fall, fhe remained unable to proceed
’ for fome fpace of time.

. Thedry feafon caufed the river to be
* thallow—{he travelled in 1t, where fhe
could, by its edge, until fhe gor. through
y the mountain, which fhe concluded was
¥ feveral miles. After this, as fhe was
eravelling along the bank . of the river,
a venomous fnake bit her on the ankle :
the had ftrength to kill it, and knowing
its kind, concluded that death muftfoon
{ overtake her.. By this time Mrs. Scott
: was reduced to a mere fleleton, with fa-
. tigue, hunger and-grief ; probably this
J frare of her body was'the means of pre-
5 ferving her fromthe effects of the potion;;
be that as it may, fo it was, that very

o
o

L

_—

't.i- i'iﬁ‘:‘-i'ﬁ"*"_'-ﬂ."'f.l?'-r‘. AP st iai= s

-o‘i

4 .
| litele pain fncceeded the bite and what
_ , | 3
e { Jittle fwelling there was, fell into her
= | feer..  Our wanderer now left the river
{ and, after proceeding 2 good diftance,
¥ ! {h= cane to where the valiev narted into
o . - = - - -
' cwo. each lealinga different courle.
E | Flere a vainfnl fufpence again took
] place’; a forforn creatuid, almoft ex-
/ | ] | 3 s 1 § ]
- haulied, and cerrain, if the was far led

-
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out of the way, the would never fee a
human creatvre. During this folilo-
guy, 4 bezutiful bird }ml?ﬂi clofe by
her, fluttering along the ground, and
wentout of fight up one of the yalijes,

['his drew her attention, and whilit con-
huumf_f what it might mean, another
bird, of the fame appearante, in hke
manner Buttered paft hery and tcok the
JJ me valley the other had done.  This

etermined her choice of the way ; and,
in two days, which was on the 11th day
of Auguft, fhe reached that fertlen ent
G iC llmn, called New-Garden whereas
(l]u has fince been informed by woods-
men ’, had fhe taken the other "n.'!'}t‘}-'_,
it would have led her back rowards the
Ohilo, Mrs. bmr rc‘fur—, that thé In-
dians told her, that the party’ was com-
poied of four uilhiu It nations, two of
whom fhe think sthey naméd Delawares

{ and Mingoes. :

She fmtr’ h,ﬁw\s‘ 6, g0 r,rg.m
ywilit¥rino ‘cn. the tenth [“Iu 10
1103 ;

Li«-'. 1‘\.\ l

the : 'Tl‘thnu- of Avguft, fhe had
other {ublilta; i

AR the 11itee oF z : 1
,]",‘ il’_r‘l) ("",Il"' I 1% 0 ;‘"i.
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her journev, fhe faw Buffaloes, Elks,

ieeis, and ir r_,hLm"v Bcarsand ‘NG.V{:

hot one ofwhich offersd to do’ her the
izaft ham. Um: day a bear came near
her, with 2 young fawn in his mouth,
ang, on c‘ff;;m'fi":ﬁ x her, hie dropped his

prey an d rag off.¥ Hunges pru;nptca‘

HeE 1o 0 30 a‘]d tdkl“ the f;d‘l and eat it :
but on refedtion, the defifted, thinking
tlse bear ivight return and devour, bef ;
& rfides e had an averlion to  tafie. 'taw
Qefh —Virs. Scott continves 1n 3 low
ate of he _L“[h md, rel n,.*ns inconfolable

ni' [UC lofs -~ her ’."-"uu lulutuHFJ)"

‘Trewailing t;_tl‘.}tl deaih or der lictle

1 é ]" 'r‘
£ e tiuee
4.1..._)_
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LIFE OF COLONEL EOON

yell, which is well understood, and they retreat or advance in
concert. They are generally well equipped, and exceeding
expert and active in the use of arms.

“They say that it would be absurd to appoint a man an
officer whose skill and courage had never been tried—that
all officers should be advanced only according to merit—that
no one man should have the absolute command of an army—
that a council of officers are to determine when and how an
attack is to be made—that it is the business of the officers
to lay plans to take every advantage of the enemy—to am-
bush and surprize them, and to prevent being ambushed and
surprized themselves—it is the duty of officers to prepare and
deliver speeches to the men, in order to animate and encour-
age them; and on the march to prevent the men at any time,
from getting into a hudde, because if the enemy should sur-
round them in this position, they would be exposed to the
enemy’s fire. It is likewise their business at all times to
endeavor to annoy the enemy, and save their own men, and
therefore ought never to bring on an attack without consid-
erable advantage, or without what appeared to them the
sure prospect of victory, and that with the loss of few men:
and if at any time they should be mistaken in this, and are
like to lose many men by gaining the victory, it is their duty
to retreat, and wait for a better opportunity of defeating
their enemy, without the danger of losing so many men.
Their conduct proves that they act upon these principles,
therefore it is, that from Braddock’s war to the present time,
they have seldom ever made an unsuccessful attack. The
battle at the mouth of the Great Kanhava, 1s the greatest
instance of this; and even then, though the Indians killed
about three for one they lost, yet they retreated. The loss
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of the Virginians in this action, was seventy killed, and the
same number wounded. The Indians lost twenty killed on
the field, and eight, who died afterwards, of their wounds.
This was the greatest loss of men that I ever know the
Indians to sustain in any one battle. They will commonly
retreat, if their men are falling fast, they will not stand cut-
ting, like the Highlanders, or other British troops: but this
proceeds from a compliance with their rules of war, rather
than cowardice. If they are surrounded, they will fight while
there is a man of them alive, rather than surrender.

“In contradiction to the report of many travellers, all of
which have been tinctured with prejudice, I can assert, that
notwithstanding the apparent indifference with which an
Indian meets his wife and children after a long absence, an
indifference proceeding rather from costum than insensabil-
ity, he is not unmindful of the claims either of connubial or
parental tenderness.

“Accustumed from their youth to innumerable hardships,
to soon become superior to a sense of danger, or the dread of
death; and their fortitude, implanted by nature, and nurtured
by example, by precept and accident, never experiences a
moment’s alley.

“Though slothful and inactive whilst their stores of pro-
vision remains unexhausted, and their foes are at a distance,
they are indefatigable and persevering in pursuit of their
game, or in circumventing their enemies.

“If they are artful and designing, and ready to take every
advantage, if they are cool and deliberate in their councils,
and cautious in the extreme either of discovering their senti-
ments, or of revailing a secret, they might at the same time

36
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boast of possessing qualifications of a more animated nature
of the sagacity of a hound the penetrating sight of a lynx,
the cunning of the fox, the agility of a bounding roe, and
the unconquerable fierceness of the tiger.

“In their public characters, as forming part of a commun-
ity, they possess an attachment for that land to which they
belong, unknown to the inhabitants of any other country.
They combine, as if they were actuated only by one soul,
against the enemies of their nation, and banish from their
minds every consideration opposed to this.

“They consult without unnecessary opposition, or with-
out giving way to the excitements of envy or ambition, on
the measures necessary to be persued for the destruction of
those who have drawn on themselves their displeasure.
No selfish views ever influence their advice, or obstruct
their consultations. Nor is it in the power of bribes or
threats to diminish the love they bear their country.”

By the foregoing the reader will perceive how greatly
prejudiced was Colonel Boon in favour of the tawny in-
habitants of the western wilderness; whose manners and
habits he did not hesitate to declare to the day of his death,
far more agreeable to him than those of a more civilized and
refined race. During the two last years of the life of the
Colonel, his eye-sight having so far failed him as to prevent
his enjoying his long accustomed sport with his rifle, he
amused himself in devising means to ensnare and entrap
the lesser animals of the forest, such as beavers, racoons,
&c.—as the former was an animal that lived mostly in the
water, his manner of entrapping them was by laying one
small sapling on another, and driving in posts to keep them
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from rolling; the upper sapling was raised about eighteen
inches, and set so, that on the beaver’s touching a string, or
a small piece of bark, the sapling would fall and kill it.

Until the infirmities of Colonel Boon became so great as
to prevent it, (which was not until he had arrived at the age
of forescore years) it is impossible to describe the agility
and perseverance displayed by him while in pursuit of his
prey—neither thickets, ditches, torrents, pools, or rivers
were sufficient to stop him. Scarcely any device which the
ingenuity of man has discovered for ensnaring or destroying
the wild animals of the forest was unknown to him. It was
not unfrequent, that he associated himself with parties of
Indian hunters, (by whom he was much beloved) in their
excursions in pursuit of buffaloes, bears, deers, &c. The
route they should take for this purpose was generally left for
the Colonel to decide. When they had arrived at a place
where these creatures usually haunt, they formed themselves
into a circle according to their number, and moved onward,
endeavouring as they advanced towards the centre to dis-
cover the retreats of their prey—by this means, if any lay in
the intermediate space, they were sure of arousing them,
and bringing them down either with their bows or their
guns.—The method of hunting the buffaloe was by forming
a circle or square, nearly in the same manner as when
hunting for bears—having taken their different stations,
they set the grass on fire, when these animals, who are ex-
tremely fearful of that element, flying with precipitation
before it, great numbers are hemmed in a small compass, and
scarcely a single one escapes.

The death of Colonel Boon, (which took place in June
1821) was sudden and unexpected—having that morning left
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home for the purpose of visiting his traps, (apparently in as
good state of health as he had been for many months
previous) and not returning at his usual hour, his sons be-
came alarmed and went in quest of him, and after some con-
siderable search found the poor old man stretched lifeless on
the ground within 3 or 4 feet of one of his traps—beside
him stood his faithful dog pawing and smelling of the dead
body of his master, nor would he quit it until he was forced
therefrom—it was supposed that the death of this extra-
ordinary man was occasioned by a fit of appoplexy.
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EULOGY
ON COLONEL BOON, AND CHOICE OF LIFE
BY LORD BYRON. +

Of all men, saving Sylla the manslayer,

Who passes for, in life and death, most lucky,
Of the great names which in our faces stare,

The Colonel Boon, backwoodsman of Kentucky
Was happiest amongst mortals any where:

For, killing nothing but a bear, or buck, he
Enjoyed the lonely, vigorous, harmless days
Of his old age, in wilds of deepest maze.

Crime came not near him—she is not the child
Of solitude; health shrank not from him—for
Her home is in the rarely trodden wild,
Where if men seek her not, and death be more
Their choice than life, forgive them as beguiled <
By habit to what their own hearts abhor—
In cities caged. The present case in point I
Cite is, that Boon lived hunting up to ninety.

And what’s still stranger, left behind a name

For which men vainly decimate the throng;
Not only famous, but of that good fame,

Without which glory’s but a tavern song—
Simple, serene, the antipodes of shame,

Which hate nor envy e’er could tinge with wrong;
An active hermit, even in age the child
Of nature, or the Man of Ross run wild.

40 <
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*Tis true he shrank from men even of this nation;
When they built up unto his darling trees,
He moved some hundred miles off for a station
Where there were were fewer houses and more ease;
The inconvenience of civilization
Is, that you neither can be pleased nor please;
But where he met the individual man,
He shewed himself as kind as mortal can.

He was not all alone: around him grew
A sylvan tribe of children of the chase,
Whose young unworkened world was ever new;
Nor sword nor sorrow yet had left a trace
On her unwrinkled brow, nor could you view
A frown on nature’s or an human face:
The free-born forest found and kept them free,
And fresh as is a torrent or a tree.

And tall and strong and swift of foot were they,
Beyond the dwarfing city’s pale abortions,
Because their thoughts had never been the prey
Of care, or gain; the green woods were their portions;
No sinking spirits told them they grew grey,
No fashion made them apes of her distortions;
Simple they were, not savage; and their rifles,
Though very true, were not yet used for trifles.

Motion was in their days, rest in their slumbers,
And cheerfulness the handmaid of their toil;
41
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LIFE OF COLONEL BEOON

Nor yet too many nor too few their numbers;
Corruption could not make their hearts her soil;

The lust which stings, the splendor which encumbers,
With the free forester divide no spoil;

Serene, not sullen, were the solitudes

Of this unsighing people of the woods.

THE END
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