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Drasil on a doctor, treated by drink
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A Sludy of Alcoholism and
Institutionaf Dependeney
s Refleelod {n the Life Becord
Of a lomelcss Men,
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By JOSEPIT McELROY

Vhat do we deny  ourselves by
nol wrecking our hves? Could [ wreel:
it 11 1 wantcd (a0 Could I want
Lo?

I hicard & heroin addict, a Vietnam
vieran, (el sbout his S.veor-old
prostiluic in Saigon. They used (o
meke [ove in oa coihy The relation.
Ehip &85 ho eaw 1t [ ERH K~ I_n‘:;m[fful 2l
cunicas, and i his account tharp
WEE an awerd snd precize allenuon
One could ot dismiss, God Yanus

whal fendor damape the chivd s
tained, and with what willinpness

gnd pleasure. But in bis own Fere i -
talive, driven way he was inlereat.
Ingz qulte rvart frem his offcial status
£5% & Sick o, a prolefem for lEH.H'ﬂ!J‘_.*.

CPhal man had found what he T3 ey
Lo quile have known he woas Iunlcfnﬁ
fur. The keroin camne Tater whoanp hp
fiol baclk to tie States hMavhe he's
een owred, Blavbe he was “uncder.
rocializcd)” as the hoobs Sy, and
thaybe he has lesined o depo g
UPSn & pronp for 2 sense of his
oven valvey learned to denend on o
lace, or himsclf, or another RErSO,
ar o vork:,

Dstinclions 2meny  devrres  and
Kipnads of depesdency can seein rege
#nd less clear. 1 look atb ore of he
Lo books on my table and Lthink
Ahal while znyone ean Brocnme  di.
pendont unon g prychialnst, it's o
Cther ine to he so {otadly, chsps.
sIvely, [Hally, projeetively snd sey.
vatly i love with the dnctop titgt
thoie ave na other refationships 1hat
inalier. And i losk at the niner book
L AnEEhow apdrnpriately o hoee
Bl of several hundred paliey ;.1.1;:'&5
= think thiat sy {ool can ser the
Gilerence botveeen a homeless hoho-
CHURR'S infserable fife in and oul of
i:"n:-tiiilulir:m;; and, say, that of a hapd-
ik S40,000 - 5 - YOIr o cammuter
e ome {o his couniry eluh

Yel  guestions o coimparalive
crioh Mo iioys Tnem wavel
! : I " ':I:l.‘l-l 5 i {: : q..,r:.
”[ M= !' IL'.' :It BN N . ki | * " L;!l
el Carlridpe ™ il be  puls-

Hahie ] in the [

il 5

H, 1 iy auolhor f

S SRl Tiible b "Hind's #idg-
Pt prdg "Ancien History.”

Mloore”™ ihie long,

health, as ef chahnce and choice, Be-
Come ambicuous, Also, while oane
would not dizpute the need (o try fo
cure hzrd.drugz addicting, or alro-oi-
Istn, o an irresistible usy for cfsie
GUen, one may wish to secp tfer
COCY 1N ther wavs as well

One thing s coriain, 1t heips i§ (he
Victiny can write, The experience (oo L
theo  find  intensities  ciearer  ghoan
e, Indeod, some such accounts Ly
move bevond official senes of iz 7-
nosiy gnd cure inlo 2o exislence oo
puphl call csrthetin,

Sarah Fergouson and “Frank Moore™
could havdly be e didferont in
their fives. Her scnsitive, self-coo-
SCIGUS  Prese in YA Guard Wirhin™
seerms almazt too approosriate to (he
externdl facts ol her identity-—ti.
Hiimd in Zurich, the house in Sco:-
land, the #iat in Londsn, and for
the brwf time they bhad topether.
hor psychinmst, to whom <he frave
e Corof, - Casals and Thibaud  ra-
cording of Schubhert's Trig in B gt
tdgor and to whony (vith an 1YL
praph from Kolke) she addresses this
dvspeerate love diary po if te drow
her doctor back {rom bes Prav,

In apather world of New Enpland
and upner New York Statle jails, stare
hsspittals, saloons, bus-stong, railyoss’

L rt

LN
T

suling s, fiter windy dghwavs e

to Be favnd i Whitmoan, and dsx
doutways whoeet vou cag flon g
(he lown cop haunlg vou tn—is “Frapna
Fefemtitive hile o

the substance of & lortr crber-
50178 bt ;'-ﬁ.'lhmm'i th-'rs_:af-:, “E-;{‘_:'i['m._t

viom Custody,” by bis friend apd

Correspandgent, 1Mr, Bobosys Straus,

Loth {ne wormag ond 1he man were

gependent on dovlars gl sl
A tf thy titte of cach baok refers
o an coiyevenment of frecdom, each
freednm
A Csrans ooly
withiin the onvinad depzndency,

Frave bens
Ggovper fife

LeCiny afien for
(i) o

That this shioald be so in YA Guaid

WILANT 15 Bt surprsingg, Often Lhe
veoonan's absorptioa i the older 1nny
frads the form ol ity vecung ca-
denzegs and wapes of despair andg
duvolion and exhibilionistic pasgeo.
SIVENR S
writinge,

in the wvery formmy of (e
Thits ke sickness of need

comes {0 be enlenpied in the slkiil
with winch Sargh Ferguson evokes it

T PERERENCY  RIesses  unon  the
reaaer. Thers s the authantoarian
father, ahoviien, divoroe, the adopied
chile (o0 whaom she wies vainly o
Inake room in horsell, And there s
A sinse o proecious Lime pessine ke
the obpects her peule eve pasoac i
the doctor’s (at {the padin Uce in 2
Elue and whize poeb, the piano, the
(alr harr twined dn the polit baclke
ol an cnamei {rome she sive him
containiog 3 nianiature of her mother
who dicd when Ssrah was 3). They
Litk of he prospect of his death:
he visils herr the relotion at some
pints seems abmiost to hove been an

ead tiv ilsell for Lim too. He is {he

"vou' of the Gool, bt ke eeriain

emotinnal effccts whose aoiual cpuges

the author fuits o make clear, he

Femams some o uaeinbodiod,

o

If he had known his death was
SO mear, wowd he have ot hor pive
v avervihimng o bim? She gays he
Fisked this antimacy boeause he bad
10, but w have to paoss the pruth
from what she thinks she means
azich from what she seemg to half-
hopz Like 2 good noveist, she pro-
pRTEsS Us S0 loscstly vel quustly {or
the death that whoen 0 eomes il s
unexpectedly vovettine, The healthy,
happy homeopath with whom she is
staying, near her doctor’s coonlry
houwse al the Lime of Mis sudden deuath
Says, "o porson should depond en
andibier, It s azalnst the law of God
arnd nature” Others sep the svent as,
for her, zn exticme example of “hro-
Ken transference.” Her ook, Fows
ever, makes good on its rain idea,
and if she herself is as lost as Poul
Morel at the emd of “Sops  and
Lovers,” the experience gmerses s
an avenwhelnmg discovery i itsell
te b ovenwhebmineiy felt, And thas
may he bLetter (han any understand.
ing Erom the brink or the gulside

Mioving from YA Guard Within®™ to
Loacape Fromy Custody'™ iy o little
ldoe moving from Vireinia Woo'f (o
Theodore Lreiser. And in many of
Frank Moore's tetters, with their jus-
Fon and their bired micteohors, 1 was
rersindod ironically of words Virgaip
Wooll quotes ene of Ly friends as
ayingr alerut anotier: “when fuhe)
lets it sivie pot op ton of her, ane
thirnks onty of that; when «bhe uaes
citches, one thinks whal she gieans,
srank LMoore ealled himself proln,
abidd hio was right. it the posthiuvmans
frecdom of sproch Do, Surauvs has
piven this temockable derelict 1eveals
ool

SUaus's own maio theme ic vol so
much Fronk hoore's 35 vears of alen-
bolisin oy what tihe orehing way asg.
sociated veith, & oradus!ly esteblished
Poaliern of Iivin? an insiibdions where

one’s needs are provided (or by oth-
crs. The drinking 1¢ a parallo e A,

Lut Straus arpues et o mont honoe-
less alcoholic men of this catepry
the xtitulional ssndrome precedes
the drnling, Often the dhnkine is a

means of getting put away anain.
When the institution Gnd passiviry,
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ciase, resourcefyl, huamble rosentfol,
tuncamentally friendly, larpciy scif-

tavphi, evastve on certdin evints of

the past (a dishonarable discharea, 4
strclch 1o Alcatraz), proumentaipee
and, in the 322 ietters inctuod I
tiwe Dook, patheticslly wellanformed
Ciomany topres—Frank “Mooro 15 an
american ondeal, prumary niatenal

Ken Roesty in "One Fizw Over ths
Cuckoo's Nest" did botter with the
mental bospitzl—particulacly the par
esthic maninulation of inmoatos bive
the stalf who are depradency caves
themselves, Stifl, thrageh thic im.
mense, oficn drab document lrank
hhrdre's account of the swaste in (noys
places, the botedom, the lack af en-
courapgemernt, has a zober continurty
as real as a Fred Wiseman film or a
Berenice Abbott photorranh of old-
v tenements in Manhatioen,

Lnloss wee waich the dates of jhe
lviters  we may forpetl (hat EFroanl
GLEEpRORTS from Straus’s record (of
weolks and 1aonths titser, The
faprs 2re as muel o Pt ol the e
pracalle process of hes dater )ife ns
are the ttemired benders, b Licksts,
medl tciels, “desenplions of axisline
condittons,” the prolesamena for vire
10s “RMeore Ulopias,” the emdbess
plimpanes of roomioc.hodse windgows
that don’t open, the fuitive can of

i

ROU0 60 Lo stotmn hause {he rol
Cf tolet poger and stab of pened
I & porsan were 1o e ol b

srcomphotunents durinye 2 Lifetise s
i could b owritien op un ciapetto
papcr. I he wore 1o wirde nf hes
GRirionas, projudices, & ihe capsges
of his Bursd, the world could ool
fubnly g osinple individual wnh o sul
ficient paper,™

Fancy purases heevbioous as (he
whenbifications with Hamier, Janunez,
Napoleon and others mminels wiik
panfu] pencralization aed Uhe most
Platn deimds of the Asencan bife
around Ireunls BMoare, Throurh it o -
a boginricg be eculd never escone
~—i% Lhe tereible 1972 of lils ehibibewnd,
His Dadhie o suicnde 1w wuoeks ailer
Frani was born, His molher's deport
Ure the pext yoar, Her tsier return
and the Lfelony hosiility between
them, The  stern prandfathee whe

vl Lrouble coning with ulhoers) gets
fon rmuch, these men arrance o he
releascd and po rirhl back on the
booze, This is all ivderesting cpourh,
&3 are Hiraus’s comments, for ox-
ppie, on Lhe straleaies of skid-row
drinking. or the differences botween
“letar anstitubions”  (prisons,  joils,
Licinitals) and institutinmal “setlinest
[ile Armv, Navy, Rlorchant Lerine,
liimber camp and sheiter proerams,
(o hame (hose that Fronl Moore hoad
expericnce of. Bul primarily in this
hook Strous has eiven Frank Moore
Dochance (o conte forih.

They me{ in 1940 ot the Salvation
ATy Men's Service Center i New
Haven, Frank was the 13th nian
Slraus mtenviewed, Jo the course of
quuling wrticles on sleohalism and
sehopenhiuer on pleasure and pain,
Pronts said, “Uve resd everything—
thoupht ebout i &L Pedantic, pran-

hiought Frank up 1o be suceossfol,
The sehoal Kids who ladbed him bee
cause of his {father's soicide, Franl's
cariy departure for the Havy - nn
o muth o an initiative zs o Jelfiant
seeparalion maspired by lack of sup.
notE,

But no accound of causes can evoke
the fullness of Frank hioore's later
e sulvaged in a veal sense by the
ran Bob Stravs, who had tintde fuck
in chanrine Frank, Tant life resists
summary, And ke his jdentfication
documients  apparentiy  lost  when
Fraonk had {0 raose-—incluting the
preol he particvladly prized 1hat a
mecical schoal had accepied his bady

—o fiik

life was ot Jost, Mar even
while he fived 3, Nor aftorward, far
those: who oy reod this back ond,

fromy & safe distance, rofiect iy
tpon the fact that fhelr American
lack has been botior, 19
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