CITYy oF NEw YORK

DEPARTMENT OF WELFARE
250 CHURCH STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.
HENRY L. McCARTHY DicBY 4-8700

COMMISSIONER

Janusry 29, 19bF

pPr. Robert Strauss
Yele Center on Alcohol Studies
New Haven, Conn.

Dear [Dr. otrauss:

Fother Gregory L. Mooney, formerly of the Holy Neme Mission for Homelegsg
Men, now cheplain with this Peperiment's Hurt Islsnd Men's Shetter, has
suggested thet I write to you in connection with plens thset we sre concider-
ing for an enlsrgement of the program at the lstier Shelter.

- At present the Hart Islsnd Men's Shelter houses zbout 400 homeless men &nd
sttempts to effect whatever rehavilitetion is possible through the meanes of
regular mesls, proper rest and restoration or development of work skills
through reguired sssignments et verious jobg. These 400 men come to Hart
Tslend from thig Depertment's Men's Shelter off the Bowery where substantislly,
only & housing, feeding znd employment referral service is glven.

In addition to the homeleseness of these 400 men there msy or mey not be zn
asgocieted provlem of aslcoholism. At present we do not know whether snd to what
degree these men hsve & drinking problem.

Father Mooney h&s told me of his former use a1 the Holy Neme Mission of the
"Homeless Man Study - Form HNC" quegtionnaire in getting the sort of informetion
which we seek for Hert Islend. This Buresu isg interested in obtaining this dste
for two reasons: (1) to supplement our knowledge of homeless men by information
in this importsnt sres snd (2) to use this date ss one of the methods in deter-
mining which of our men &re zlcoholics snd potentielly subjects for the slco-
holism classificsetion snd treatment prograsm which we hope to stsrt scon. Dr. Ruth
Fox has volunteered to give scme time for the treatment program being plsnned,
which would slso utilize the services of our own physicicns. The major elements
of this treatmenl program would be physicsl rehebilitation, the administrstion of
Intebuse, &nd membership in Alcoholics Anonymous.

Specificelly, I sbould like to obtain from you authorizetion to use the sbove
guestionneire in our work at Hart Islend. (If this suthorizetion is grented,
would you e &ble to furnish us with instructiong in the use of the guestionnsire



