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MAIoH GENBRAL BiEapp: *f Dismissing, ss
now useless to disenss, all questiors as to the
origin ef this war, we have daily and hourly
evidences that it exists, and that iz can only be
termiowied by hard i ug‘iumg, and by determined
eilerta to overcome the armed enemies of the
dovernment.”
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MAs0R :
ho cowardly for w8 to esy thst this rebetlion
eannet ba crushed, and the duthority of the Go-
warnment sustained? ~There is lllg,iﬂl mind,
~ noquestion of &, - can bo’ uﬂnx
w8 laylog down of arms qﬁcu&u of hostili-
tics, until tha entire o ﬂmrll: nt the Gmamv
ment oW 4} a?- our

r

]

lh-w'lt Gmnu. Iaa.u: “‘!.‘he pgreagest vie-
~ gory of tha rebels, groater than fitty Manas-
sases, and the oniy ono that can pive them o
particle of hopa, will be to:defeat the war party
at the incoming campaign.”

Migor GENERAL Woorn: “Nothing, for sught
thet I can disocover, will gave the Union and its

= gernrient but _the auoceauen ol Grant, Bher-
i ‘g:,.hrugu:, and Sheridan.”

AlA30R Gmuu BuenMAN: “Tostop thewar
- we must defeat the rebel armies that are ar-

rayed against the laws and’ Oonsﬂl.nuun, which
all must respect and abey.? =7

3azoR GuyERAL Drx: ** It has bedn my con-
victlon from the beginning that wo can have

uo hnnmhlg ¢o until the insorgent armies
aro dlsperse f:ﬁ the leaders of the rehéllion
a-.:palled from the ‘eouniry.- I belleve that s

atlon 0_(. hﬂlﬂl‘llim wor.l.lll I?hai: lnmillhl!

States; and when [ say ﬂl!BI need hardiy ndd
that [ con Liave no part in soy political move-
mant of which the Chisago platfurm is the
b.ntu. No, fellow-citizens, the only hope of
L i sl g st honarsble pesce—as. peace which
JII'll!::li ﬂ:-mru the Unton and  thes Constilution—
lies in o steady, pmhtant. sud unremitting
ucaecution of ths war.”
- Tif4i0R GENERAL BigkuEs: “I yleld to no
....Ju&c.l' gldlu in my solicitude for the bono-
_ la-termivation of. m .‘I:‘l;!h WAT n-i:f
my LDETS
5 st mmﬂwdmﬂuim&ﬁrtha -
, is noi 80 stmgo that our enemies
'.i.nd allies among Kuropean antagonieis
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mnmsm “Woﬁhv ot -

-ratmon liJ’mn.ﬂ-.mn,L suye: It gecme to mo the

of free institutions, but it-will néver coass te
pe a matter of humilistion aod wonder that ome
own people ehould be eeriously divided mpem
the question of submission or resistance. Let

who will be for submission, I e for resis A
aslong as Wwa havea battallon snd a battle-field

laft, Until the Constitntion 'and Iaws are vin-

dicated in melraupram throughout theland,
g Government sho WF unﬁ‘zgecl to no hande
t rall the power of

a. hesl ate to am
ﬂu nar.lnn to puf. down the rebellion.?

ain dn of every loyal man to support tho
'P] F!rf ncoln and Johnson.

Bmlm, in aletter to Em.

that any trae man, capecially any é
! seksoh T ,.dmarat ean desire this Go-
vernm-:mt’ 1t -into the hm;!snl’ the Meesra. by
Valland/ Tu.m, Woots;-Saymour, “Pendletom, '
Long, Harrig, ?on:hw,‘*&;d_thel: urrovnd- |
Lung North and Bouth.

** The concurrent testimony of prisoners; do-
serters, and refugees, that tharsnk and of
their | the rebel | armies are in theconfi ‘ent ex-
peciation and belief in the promise of their Ised-
erg, that this will bg their lsat campaign, that =
the nominées of the Chicago Convention wilk -
‘Ua Elécted 1o November, and that the indepen-
dence of the Confederate Stlates will ba as-
mlledgpq,_qnd a treaty of peace concluded.”

s

Masor GeENerir Coemis, in reply to anin-
vitation to address \he peopleupon the isswes |
anolved ln. .coming Presidentisl clection, -
baln ‘owing to official dutmn,h 1

essld invitation, eaye: ““I wonld like to
e:r.pose [to the people] the dangers and proba—:’
bla dhl_lltm nm would attend a change of |
S Jan ; .Ofiief? just ns_we_sre exerling

n erl.o close out a most des- |
I wonld like also to show how

perale war..

pernicious such a change would be in view of -
“the tender footed war policy enunciated by |

General McClellan, in his foolish latter to the

President, written in front of Richmond. I,
would like to denounce the Democratic plet-/
form that expresses ‘sympathy’ Instead of cer~ i
mendation for toldisrs who have fought and wos
viclories for their country, and ssk the honer
dus lt&n yictors, and despise the ‘sympathy’ of ths
wor

%1 consider Mr, Linmln.’n election perfe
eertain, and the only ohject ehould be to a"f;
co-muu and the Stats wm

foyal. We want the px to shew &
strong support to the army.” .
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~ pare a detailed report ypon the mass of festi-
': “mony farnished me from d.t!ment lumuh

h.ﬁunt,atﬂhhaﬂn,thun Bﬂglma - Conenl at
y B‘unnuarhrmﬂmilmm S
WassineTon, D, B;., Q@etober 8, 1864, «

Biz: Having béen “ipstraicted by you m'ﬂlﬁj

" regard to the Beeret on ! 'mmnmhaﬂuhuu i the ioterim.
it e Gt s g (AR M iy
Western, d_dieloyal  disloy: irg ! hom wera

4.._;_-0-.._-___
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hat city, but whmw was subsequen g
by the. ent on neconny.of hisd
logal  practices; The epecial. object of the
m nppa-u to have been to unlia
npathiners of Missouri;-with a view
Iom aparas and joising Price upom

- his proposed grand invasion of (hatBlate, snd

i " : s, -!I’:"- "_"'.-"-"J:_"I S ; .:gmhm x
T e : g:mm L v thenite
: 1o o Ty euthorities ch' was Lormed, snd has
e that 8 & tréasonable organin ha
I zi m Bom}mrn ﬁmmm and pfglleﬂy militarg ?;m w;} wldals' 'known aa t ; 0. A, K., er
. ooim iis ‘cheracter, has been rapldly extending . inlon is expressed by
s -imthwh““'mwﬂh AV of agea-. -m?wmn Mt::sh-.l immf“ l?l %?i:
- cdes, which will ke specified herein, havo becn mont of Misgonri, in his official report 3 .
emploj-oﬂ and successfully, to asmrmn s na~ the progressof the erder, thay it was l’nunm
twre and extent, as well as its eims and its re- by Vallandigham during. his banishment, and #
nulis ; and, 8s this Investigation has led to $he  ypon consulintion ot Richmond with-Davis snd &
areest in soveral States of a number of its promi-  ather prominent traitoes. It is, indeed, the £
ment members as dangerous eliemies to #elr  boagt of the order fu Indisna and rlﬂuwha.w, {
gountry, it has besn deemed proper to sei forth ,-um its “'ritual’’ eame direét from Davis him- e
“in fall the sois and P;rpmu of this organizd- . peif; and Mary Aun Piimen, formerly attachefl e
tlon, and thus to make known io the country o the command of tho rebel Forvest, and & :
ﬂ‘:u::r.gﬂ 'iua i:mmir mwahie awﬂ TEVO- - mosk inteiligent witness, whose testimony wll ’
il ;gh }B':? < ba tha “bo hereafier referred Lo, statea. postiively that
d rowin hulh' !'—-!.-5'31 ﬁl; “Wpon the insti &%ﬂlﬂl’ﬁ nlp 1 B
LT o=t e = AT : in B n Al OTga- £}
d ut e;-t 1 Eﬁ; . m‘&am' upma::ll.&i t.hn Gargag I-— |
:Bn § ! .- e, L i 1 !ﬂﬂ w“ '[nodi [}
air mi:d'; ] 2. O %%mm'mmm e h: Bouthern section ot' thoo;:, K, aud i
n, tha 8 e § DEW DBME WaR erally.-ado dmr '
fon wi THiE D T Ituiml,i oaths, and interior forma. the order, both at the Knﬁiﬂ p e g
ndepen- s -v:;. s wr ?ﬂ: ‘principles, - _ The secrel slgns and character of the order -
| be ae- VAL ts specifie purposes and operations, hsvlng become known to our militery authori-
duded,” VL The witnesses and thelr testimony. ties, further modifications In the rivanl Mld forms
L. 78 ORIGIN, HIETORY, NAMES, &0. wnralntmduood,mdumnm finally ch
‘0 an in- This gecret aseoclation first developed itsol{ %0 that of the O, §, L., or ** Orderof the Sons of
o issmes ‘ '§n the Weet in the year 1863, about the perlod ° Liberty,’? or the ** Knights of the Order of the
election, 53 af the firs} conseription of troops, which }t Sons of Liberty. These lter - chenges m
uties, to | eimed to obstruct and resist. Originally known ~ Fopresented Lo have been firsi: inssiwuied, and
llike'to | - 3 in certain localities as the **Mutual Protection She mew ritualjcomplied, in the. 8iato of indi-
d proba—: = Bociety,” the * Cirele of Honor,” or the ** Qir- ‘80a; in May | eﬁhﬂ the new nama was at once
isngaof, . T ¢le™ or ** Knights of the Mighty Host,” but generally sdopted throughout the Waest, thougly
B‘ml_ ﬁ- mara w:ﬂﬂlr the “Khigl.li of tha Gﬂldﬁﬂ in some logalities the asgoelalion 18, ‘.i" betier
loF" ﬁﬁ ‘,\ mrﬂ LR TS wna B‘mplruzg b‘ iration of the ro- uﬂwn as the ** Order of American 'Kh‘ﬂo"
0 £ Inlliun “being littls offier than an extension Medn while, aleo, s orderl ed
view of | qu' the dicloyal and disaffeeted at the North © loeal ﬂealgu:’uuns.’ ‘Tn Pﬂ%ﬁ#ﬁ;niﬁ?ﬁ
:ﬁ thh?a ! of :h:ﬂ::mc;aunu of t,E:% lntu&a nuﬂn;a grhi;‘r; msllod Bt times the ol'ucwr-gnumman,
" or some’ at uth, and tucky tho ‘‘Biaf Organisstion,’ and §
:;f:ld-- L .‘\Q ;;:in whliuh e derived all the chiof fcalm'eaof Elnl-o‘n;] 1] Lheh;‘himﬁttg:n Otgauination ;
plat- & orgonisation. £88, however, [ 1)
?Hrw caT~ l W@ Duriag the ampmar aud Tall 'of 1803, tho - omtside of the l’uﬁgu of Eﬂ“:rﬁdl‘{ niﬁugc'::
ol Order, both at the North and South, underwut bors have also been famillarly Tigiznated sg

he some modifoations a8 well se change cf
name. fn coneequence of a partial exposurs

which bad been made of the signs and g
perfectly | | forms of the Enlgi”u of the %alden Girz'lm: »
Lo Blerting Price had instituted a8 ltsauumnr in"
[2;.' 4 Missonri a soeret political assoclation, which he

Jusaguo ;* his principal cosdjuter being Charles

called the ** Corps de Belgique,” or e Bouthern

**Buiternuts™ by the couniry poopds of Lllinols,
Indisns, and Obib, and “ts separatd Iodgres hava
algo frequant‘l; recsived unes inteided for the
mhﬂu enr : t.hirl:i: Oﬁic;gn for fn
the **
d‘bia Olub L tﬂt’ﬁwmlﬁvﬂlq,

%&hﬁdﬂ that hmsynf;oou’u
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York, and other parts of the North‘, the secret
litical association known as the ** 3fe(lellan
nuie Guard > would seem to be a branch of

the 0. A, K., having substantially the same-ob-

jects, to be accomplished, however, by means
expregsly suited to the localities in which it i3
eatablished. Tor, as the Chief Secretary of this
asgsociation, Dr, R, ¥, Stevers, stated in June
dast to o relisble witness whose testimony hag
been furnished, ‘‘ those who represent the Mec-

Clellan interest are compelled to preach a vigo-

rous prosecution of the war, in order to secars

the popular sentiment and allure yoters.”’

I~IT8 ORGANLZATION AND OFFICER&.

From printed copies, heretofore seized by the

Gﬂ’?ﬂﬁ;ﬂ_ﬁﬂf-; of the constitutions of the Suprema
Council, Grand Council, and County Parent
Temples, respectively, of the Order of Bons of
Liberty, in connection with other and abundant
mﬂﬁ:% the organization of the order, in its
latest form, i8 ascertained to be as follows:

1. The government of the order throughout
the United Siates is vested in a supreme coun-
cil, of which the officers are a supreme com-
mander, secretary of state, and treasurér, Thesa
officars are elected for one year, at, the annual
meating of the supreme councll, which is made
upof the grand commanders of the seyeral
States, ex officio, and two delegatas elected from
aach Btate in which the order is established.

2, The government.of the order in a State is
vested in a Grand Conucil, the officers of which
are a Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Com-
mander, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, and
a certain number of Major Generals, or one for
each Military District. These officers also are
elected anuually by “* representatives?” from the
County Temples, each Temple being entitled to
{wo representatives, and one additional for each
thousand members. This body of representa-
tives 18 also imvested with cerfain legislative
funetions. :

3. The Parent Temple is the orgamization of
the order for a county, each temple being
formally institnted by authority of the Supreme
Council, or of the Grand Counecil or Grand
Commander of the State. By the same au-
thority, or by that of the officers of the Parent
Tem leil_l:ii'l,nch_ or snbordinate temples may be
eeh&}n 1ed for townships in the county.

But the manﬂh and significance of this or-
ganization lis in its smililary character. The
aacret constitution of the Supreme Couneil pro-
wvides that the Bupreme Commnander *fskall be
commander-in-chicf of oll military forces belong-
ing to'the order in the varicus States when called
info actual service;*” and further, thal the Grand
Commanders ‘“shall de commanders-in-ckief of
the military forces of their respective States. Sub-
ordinate to the Grand Commander in the State
are the ** Major Generals,’ each of whom com-
mands' his separate dietriet and army. In In-
disna the Major Generals are four in number.
In Illinois, where the organization of the Order
is considered most perfect, the'me 'in each
Congreseional Districk compose a ““Brigade,”
which'is commanded by a ““ Brigadice Genzeral.>
The members of'esch county constitnte a *‘regi-
misnt,” with’ a ** colondd » "in command, and
those of éach township form a * company.” A
gomewhat similar system prevails in- Indiana,
‘where also each company is divided into

*f squads,”’ each with its chief—an arrangement
intended to facilitate the guerilla mode of warfare
in cage of a general outbreak or local disorder.

The ** McClellan Minute Guard,’ as appears.
from a circular igsued by the Chief Secretary
in New York in March last, i¢ organized upon a
military basis similar to that of the order
proper. It is composed of companiés, ene for
each election district, ten of which constitute a
‘“ brigade,’” with & *‘ brigadier general > ag its
head. Tﬁe whole i3 placed under the suthority
of a *"commander-in-chief.>? A strict ope-

dienee on the part of members to the orders of |

their superiors is enjoined.

Ths frst “‘Supremes Commander” of the
order was P. C. Wright, of New York,
editor of the New York Vews, who was in May
last placed in arrest and confined in Fort La-
fayette. His successor in office was Vallandig-
ham, who was elected at the annual meeting of
the Supreme Council in Febrnary last. Robers
Holloway, of Illinois, is represented to have
acted as Lieutenant Gen or Depuly Bu-
preme Commander, during the absenee of Val-
landigham from the country. TheSecretary of
State choeen at the lagt election was Br. May-
gey, of Ohio.

In Missouri, the principal officers were Chad.
L. Hunt, grand commander, Charles E, Dunn.
depuly grand commander, and Green B. Bmith.
grand secratary, < Since the arrest of thege three
peraone (all of whom have made confesslons;
which will be presently alluded to), James A,
Barrett hag, as it is nnderstood, officiated as
grand commander. He is steted to occeupy
alsothe position of chief of stafl to the Bupreme
Commander,

The Grand Commander in Indiana, H. E.
Dodd, has just been tried at Indianapolis by &
military commission for *‘conspiracy sgainst
the Government,” ‘‘violation of the laws of
war,’? and other charges.  The Deputy Grand
Commander in that State is Horace Heffren,
and the Grand Secretary, W. M. Harrlson. The
Masjor Generals are W. A. Bowles, Jobhn .
Walker, L. P. Milligan, and Andrew Hum-
phreys. Among the other leading members of
the order in that Siate are Dr. Athon, Btate
secretary, and Joseph Ristine State auditor.

The Grand Commander in Illinois is ——
Judd, of Lewistown; and B. B. Piper, of Bpring-
field, who Is entitled *Grand Missionary?’ of
the State, and designated also as a member of
Vallandigham’s stafl, is one of the most active
members, having been busily engaged through-
out the summer in establishing temples and
initiating members.

In Kentucky, Judge Bullitt, of the Courl ot
Appeals, is grand commander, and, with Dr. U,
¥, Kalfus and W, B. Thomas, jailor in Lonis-
ville, two other of the most prominent mem-
bers, has been arrested and confined by the
military anthorities. In New York, Dr. R, ¥,
Stevens, the ehief secratary of the McClallan
Minute Guard, is the most active ostenaible re-
presentative of thesecret order.

The greater part of the chief and gubordinate
officers of the order, and its branches, as well
a8 the principal members thereof, are khown io
tie Government, and, where not already ar.
rested, may regard themselves as under a con-
stant military suryeillance. 8o complete has
béen the exposnre of this secret league, that

e —




‘however frequently the conspirators may change
its name, forme, pasewords, and eignals, its true
nurpeses and operations cannof longer be con-

ealed from the military authorities. '

Tt is to be remarkead that the Supreme Coun-
¢il of the order, which annually mec¢is on Feb-
ruary 22, convened this year at New York city,
and a special meeting was then appointed to be
held at Chicago, on July 1, or just prior to the
day then fixed for the convention of the Demo-
cratic party. Thie convention having been
postponed to Aungust 29, the special meeting of
the Bupreme Council was also posiponed to
August 27, at the game place, and was duly
donvened accordingly., It will be remembered
that a leading member of the convention, in
the course of a speech made before that body,
zllnded approvingly to the session of the Bons
of Liberty at Chicago et the same time, as that
of sn orpan.zation in harmony with the senti-
aent and projects of the convention.

It may be observed, in conclusion, that one
not fully acquainted with the true characterand
‘intention of the order might well suppose that,
in designating’its officers by high military titles,
and in imitating in its organization that este-
biished in our armies, it was designed merely to
yender itself more popular and attractive with
the masses, and to invest ite chiefs with & cer-
tain sham dignity; but when it is understood
that the order comprires within iteelf & large
grmy of well-armed men, consiantly drilled
and exercised as soldiers, and that this army is
licld ready at any time for such foreible resist-
znce {o our military authorities, and euch active
cobperation with the public enemy as it may be
called upon to engage in by its commanders, it
will be perceived that the titles of the latter are
not assumed for a mere purpose of display, but
that they are the chiefs of &n actual and formi-
dable force of conspiratorsg against the life of
the Government, and that their military system
is, a8 it has been remarked by Colonel Bander-
son, ** the grand lever used by the rebel Govern-
ment; for its army operations.””’

*  IIL,—ITS EXTENRT AND NUMEERS.

The “Temples” or ‘‘Lodges’ of the order
.are numerously scattered throogh the Btates of
Indiane, Illinois, Ohio,' Missouri, and Ken-
tucky. They are slso officially reported as
established, to a less extent, in Michigan
2od the other Western States, &s well
ag in New York, and algo in Pennsylvanis,
Mew Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connccticat,
New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and Tennes-
gee. Dodd, the Grand Commander of Indiana,
in en address to the membersin that Btate of
Fabruary last, claims that atthe next annual
moeting of the Supreme Counncil (in February,
1865), every State in the Union will be repre-
gsented, and adds, ‘fthis ds the first and only
true national organization the Democratic and
‘Conservative men of the couniry have ever al-
tempted.” A provision madein the eonstitn-
tion of the Council for a representation from the
Torritories shows, indeed, that the widesyex-
tension of the order is ccntemplated. '

In the States first mentioned theorder is most
sirongly centred at the following places, where
ere situated its principal ¢ temples.”” In In-
disne, at Indianapolis and Vincennes; in Illi-
nois, at Chicago, Bpringfield, and Quiney (s

- siderable number of guer

large proportion of the lodges in and about {he
latter place having been founded by the moto-
rious guerilla chief, Jackman); in Ohio, at
Cincinnati, Dayton, and in Iamillon county
(which is proudly termed by members ° The
South Caroling of the North’*); in Missouri, at
8t. Louis ; in Kentucky, at Lonisville ; and in
Michigan, at Detroit (whence communicatioa
was freely had] by the leaders of the order with
Vallandighem during his banishment, either by
letters addreesed to him through fwo promi-
nent citizens and memberse of the order, or by
personal interviews at Windser,C. W.).. Tt isto
be added that the regular places of meeting, as

well ag the prineipal rendezvous and haunts of

the members in these and less important places,
aregenerally well known to the Government.

The actual numbers of the order have, it is
belisved, never been officially ‘reported, and
cannot, therefore, be accurately ascertained.
Varlous estimates have been mada by leading
members, gome of which are no doubi conside-
rably exaggerated. It has been asserted by de-
legates to ihe Bupreme Council of February
Jast, that the number was there represented to
be from. 800,000 to 1,000,000; but Vallandig-
ham, in his speech lagt summer at Dayton,
Ohlo, placed it at 500,000, which is prebably
much nearer the true total. The number of its
membere in the seyeral Statea has been differently
estimated in the reports and statements of its
officers. Thus, the force of the orderin Indiana
is stated to be from 75,000 to 125,000; in Illinois,
from 100,000 to 140,000 ; in Ohio, from 80,000 to
108,000 ; in Kentucky, from 40,000 t0 70,000 ; in
Missourl, from £20.000 to 40,000 ; and in Michi-
gan and New York, about 20,000 each., Its
representation in the ofher Btates above men-
tioned doeg not specifically appear from the
testimony; but, allowing for every axﬁﬁmﬁnn
in the fizures reported, they may be deemed to
{_J'reaent a tolerably faithfui view of what, at

east, 13 regarded by the order as its true forcein
the States designated. . .

It is to be noted that the order, or its coun-
terpart, is probably much mora widely extended
at the Sonth even than at the North, and that a
large proportion of the officers of the rebel army
are represented by most reliable witnesses to be
members. In Kentucky and Misgouri, the
order has not hesitated to admit as members,
not only officers of that snﬁ{;&bnt also r con-

;] ac ) ,-;,;“h—
might be supposed to appreciate most readily
its aims and pugoeea. ¢ is fully shown that
88 lately as in Jnly last several of these ruffians
were initiated into the first degree by Dr. Kal-
fus, in Kentucky. i

IV, IT3 ARMED FOROE.

A review of the testimony in regard to the
armed force of the erder will materially aid in
determining its resl strength and numbers.

Although the order has from the outset par-
taken of the military character, it was ‘not till
the summer or fall of 1863 that it began to be
generally organized as ‘an armed y. Binee
that date it officers and leaders have been
busily engaged in placing it upon a military
basis, and in preparing it for & revolutionary
movement. A general system of d.rl].l.tnﬁ;,l
been instituted and gecretly carried out. Mem-
bers have been instructed to be constantly pre-




vided with weapons, and in some iocalities it
has been absolutely required that each meémber
should keep at his regidence, at all times, cer-
tain arms and a specified quantity ¢f ammuni-

In March last, the entire armed force of the
_ order, capable of beisg mobilized for effective
gervice, was repregented to be 340,000 men.
The details, however, upon which this state-
ment was based are imperfectly set forth in
the testimony, and it is not known how far this
number may be exaggerated. It is abundantly
~ shown, however, that the order, by means of a
tax levied upon ita members, has sccumulated
consjderable imnds for the purchase of armsa
and ammunition, and that these have heen
procured in large quantities for its use. The
‘witness Clayton, on the trial of Dodd, esti-
' mated that {wo-thirds of the order are furnished
with arms.

Green B, 8mith, grand gecretary of the order

- in Missourl, stales in his confesgsion of July
1ast: “‘I know that arms, mostly revolyers, and
ammunition have been purchased by members
in 8t. Louis to send to members in the conntry
‘where they could not be had:’* end he snbse-
guently adds that he himeelf slone clandes-
sinely purchased and forwarded, between April
15th and 19th last, sbout 200 revolvers, with
5,000 percuscion caps and other ammunition.
A muster roll of one of the country lodges of

~ that Btate i exhibited, in which, opposite the
name of each member, are noted certain pAm-
berg, 'under the heads of “*Missouri Republi-
can,” *‘8t. Louis Union,”? ““Auzelger,”” *‘Mis-
cellaneoug Periodinals,” “‘Books,” **SBpeeches,”
and “‘Reports;’ titles which, when interpre-
ted, severally signify single barrelled guns, dou-
Ylo-darrelled guns, revolvers, private ammunition,
private lead, company powdsr, company lsad;

" theroll thus actually seiting forth the amount
of arme and ammunition in the possession of
the lodge and its members.

In the States of Ohio and Illinois, the order
i3 claimed by its members to be uzusnally well
armed with reyolverg, cerbines, &ec.; bub it isin
regard to the arming ef the order in Indiana
that the principal statistics have been presented,
and these may serve to illustrate the sys-

' tem which has probably been pursued in most
of the Blates. e intelligent witness, who has
been a member of the order, estimates that in

# March last there were in possession of the
order inthat Btate 6,000 muskets and 60,000 re-
‘wolvers, besides private arms, Another member

" testifies that at a single lodge meeting of two
bundred and fifty-two pergons, which he attend-
€d early in the present year, the sum of $4,000
‘was subseribed for arms. Other members pre-
sent statements in regard to the mmmber of
arms in their respective eounties, and all agree
in representing that these bave been constantly
forwarded from Indianapolis into the interior,
Bock & Brothers is designsted as the firm in
that city to which moet of the erms were con-
signed. These were shipped principally from
the Hast; some packages, however, wera gent
Arom Cincinnati, and some from Kentueky, and
the boxes were geperslly marked *pick-axes,”
\*hard ware,’? ‘‘naila,’”” household poods.’? &e.

General: Carrington estimates that in Feh-
auery and March last nearly 80,000 gons and
revolvers entered the Btate, and (hia esti-

mate is based wpon an actual inspection of n-
voices. The trne number introduced was there-
fore probably considerably greater. That officer
adds that on the day in which the sale of arms
was stopped by his order, in Indianapolis, nearty
1,000 additional revolvers had been contracted
for, and that the ¢rade conld not snpply the de-
mand. He further reporis that after the in-
troduction of arms into the Department of
the North had been prohibited in Gere-
ral Orders of March lagt, a8 cseiznre wes
made by the Government of g
quantity of revolvers and 135,000 rounds of am-
munition, which had been shipped to the firm in
Indianapolie, of which H, H. Dodd, Grand Cons-
mander, was a member; that other arms abomt
to be shipped to the eame destination were seiaedl
in New York city; and that all theze were
claimed as the private property of John .
Walker, one of the Major Generals of the
order in Indiana, and were represented to have
been ** purchased for o few friends.”® 1iis tobe
added that at the office of Hon. D. W. ¥Woor-
hees, M. C., at Terre Haute, were discoversd
letiers which disclosed a correspondence be-
tween him and ex-Senator Wall, of New Jersey,
in regard to the purchase of 20,000 GariLaldi
rifles, to be forwerded to the West. .

It appears in the counrse of thetestimony, th
a eonsiderable guantity of arme and ammuni-
tion were brought into the 8tate of Illinois from
Burlington, Iowa, and that ammunition was
shipped from New Albany, Indians, into Ken-
tucky ; it is also r ented that, had Vallan-
digham been arrested on his return to ©hio, i
was contemplated furnishing the order with
arms from a poist in Canada, near Windsor,
where they were stored and ready for ase.

There remaing furfher to be noticed, in #his
connection, she testimony of Clayton upen the
trial of Dodd, to the effect that arms were to be
furnighed the order from Nassau, N, P., by way
of Canada ; that, to defray the expense of thess
arms or their transportation, a formal aszess-
ment was levied upon the lodges, but that the
transportation into Canada was actually to be
furnished by the Confederate anthorities.

A statement was made by Hunt, Grand Com-
mander of Missouri, before his arrest, to & fel-
low member, that shells and all kinds of muni-
tions of war, as well as infernal machines, were
manufactured for the order at Indianapolis; and
the late discovery in Cincinnati of samples of
hand-grenadea, conical shells, and rockets, of
which one thonsand were about to be manufae-
tured, under a specisl contract, for the 0. 8. L.,
goes direetly to verify such a statement.

These details will eonvey some idea of the ai-
tempts which have been made to place the order
upon a war footing and prepare it for aggressive
movements. But, notwithstanding all the ei-
forts that have been put forth, and with eon-
giderable success, to arm and equip its membere
a8 fighting men, the leaders of the order have
felt themselves still very deficient in their arma-
ment, and numerous echemes for increasing
their armed etrength have been devised. Thus,
at the time of theissning of the general order
in Missouri requiring the enrolment of afl
citizens, it was .proposed in the lodpes of
the O. A, E., at Bt. Louis, that certain men-
bers shonld raise companies in the militia, in
their respaclive werds, and thus get coramand.




of s meny Government arms and equipments
a8 poseible, for the future mse of the order.
Again it was proposed that ¢ll the members
ghonld enroll themselves in the militia, instead
of paying commutation, in this way obtaining
_possession of United Btates arms, and having
the advantage of the drill and milifary instruc-
tion. In the councils of the order in Kentucky
in June last, o scheme was devised for disarm-
“ing all the negro troops, which it was thonght
oould be done without much difficulty, and ap-
%p_rhﬂng their arms for the purposes of the

er,

“The despicable treachery of these proposed
plans, as evincing the enimus of the congpi-
¥acy, need not be commented apon.

“Itisto be observed that the order in the
Slate of Missouri has counted greatly mpon
support from the enrolled militia, in case of an
invasion by Price, as containing many mem-
bers and friends of the 0. A, K.; and that the
*Paw-Paw militia,”” a military organization of
Euchanan county, as well asthe mililia of
Platte and Clay counties, known as ““Flat
Foots,”” have been relied upon, almost to &
man, to join the revolutionary movement.

V. IT8 RITUAL, OATHS, AND INTERIOR FORME.

“The ritnal of the order, as well as its secret

. passwords, &c., has been fully made
‘Emown to the military authorities. In August
Jast, one hundred and twelve copies of the
ritual of the 0. A. K. were seized in the office of
‘Hon. D. W. Voorhees, M. C., at Terre Haute,
and a large number of rituals of the O, B.
L., together with copies of the constitations of
the councils, &e., already referred to, were
found in the building at Indianapolis, occu-
pied by Dodd, the Grand Commander of Indi-
anna, a5 had been indicated by the Govern-
ment witnees and deteclive, Stidger. Copies
were also .discovered at Louisville, at the resi-
dence of Dr. Kalfus, eoncealed within the
mattress of his bed, where, aleo, Stidger had
ascertained that they were kept,

The ritual of the O. A. K. has also been for-
nished by the anthorities at 8t, Louis, From
this ritual, that of the O. 8. L. does not mate-

' rially differ. Both are termed “‘progressive,’”
in{that they provide for five separate degrees of
membership, and contemplate the admission of
amember of & lower degree into a higher one
only npon certain vouchers and proofs of fit-
ness, which, with each ascending degree, are re-
quired to be stronger and more imposing.
__Each degree has its commander or head ; the
Fourth or “Grand?” is the highest in 8 Btate; the
Fifth or ** Bupreme,” the highest in the United
States ; but to the firat or lower degree only do
the great majority of members attain. A large
proporiion of these enter the order, supposing
it to be a * Democratic > and politica] associs-
ton merely; and the history of the order
‘farnishes a most striking illustration of the
groes and criminel deception which may be

etised upon the ignorant masses by un-

o ag:ptilwsund unprineipledleaders. The mem-

Bars of the lower degres are often for & con-
siderable period kept quite unaware of the trie
purpoees of their chiefs. Bat to ihe latter they
are bound by their obligation®’ to yield prompt
and implicit obedience to the mtmost of their
ohility, without remonstrance, hesitation; or
delsy.’? and mesnwhile their minds, nnder the

discipline and teachings to whick they are eul-
jected, become eduncated and sccugfomed 10
contemplate with comparative unconeern tLe
treason for which they are preparing. 8

The oaths, ** Invocations,? * chargres,”” o,
of theritual, expressed as they are in bombps-
tic and extravegant phraseology, would excite
in the mind of an educated person only ridicule
or contempt, but wpon the illiterate they are
calculated to make a deepimpression, the effeet
and importance of which were denbtless fal'y
studied by the framera of the instrument.

The oath which is sdministered upon the in-
{roduction of & member into any degree is eape.
cially imposing inits langusge; il prescribes ap
s penalty for a violation of the obligation &s-
sumed, ** 8 shameful death,’ and further that the
body of the peraon guilty of ench violation ghall
be divided in four parts and cast out at the
four ** gates® of the temple. Not only, as has
been said, does it enjoin a blind obedience o
the orders of the superiors of the order, bat it
is required to be held of paramount obligaiion o
any oath which may be administered to a mem.-
ber in & court of justice or elsewhere. Thus, I=
cases where members have been sworn, by offi-
‘cers empewered to administer oaths, to gpesk
the whole truth in answer to questionsthatmsy
be put to them, and have then been exemined
in reference to the order and their commection
therewith, they have not only refused to give
any information in regard to its charaeter, brs
have denled that they were members, or even
that they knew of its existence. A conepicnons
jngtance of this is presented ir the caser of
Hunt, Dunn, and 8mith, the chisf officers of the
order in Missouri, who, upon their firet ezami-
nation under oath, afier their arrest, denied al*
connection with the order, but confeseed, alse
under oath, at a subsequent pericd, that thie
denial was wholly false, although in accordanes
with their obligations a8 members of the order.
Indeed, a deliberate system of deception in re-
gard to the details of the conspiracy is inenl.
cated upon the members, and studionsly por-
sued; and it may be mentioned in_this connec-
tion, as a similarly despicable feature of ths
organization, that it I8 held bound to injoreth=
Administration and officers of the Government.
in every possible manner, by misrepresentation
and falsehood. .y ’

Members are also ingtructed that their osth
of membership is to be held paramount tn &n
oath of allegiance, or any other osth whick
may impose obligations inconsistent with thoas
which are assumed upon entering the ordsr
Thus, if & member, when in denger, or for the

purpose of facilitating sonte traitorovs desigm. .

has taken the oath of allegiance to the Unrited
fitates, he is held at liberty to violate it on the
firet occasion, his obligation to the order being
deemed superior to any consideration of duty
or loyalty prompted by ench nath,

It is'to be added th2t where members are
thresteded with the penalties of perjury, in cpse
of ‘their answering falsely to guestions gvo-
pounded to them in'regard to the order before
u court or grand jury, they are ivstructed o
refase o upswer such guestions, alleging a8 a
ground for their refusal thet'their answers maey
eriminate themselves. The festimony showe
that this conrse has hebitnally been pureved by
members, ¢specially in Indizna, wher placed iu
such e sitnation.




Segice Lie oaths and other forms and cere-
monies which have been alluded to, the ritual
contsins what are termed “‘Declarations of
Pringipies.” ‘These declarations, which are
o portant as exhibiting fhe creed and
character of the order, as inspired by the prin-
aiples of the rebelllon, will be fully presented
-un%ar the next b:?nch of t.h;g s;bjecti i 2
i ne sigis, signals, passwords, &2., of the order

" ace get forth at lengih In the testimony, but
a6ed only be briefly aliuded o, It is a most
significant fact, ss showing the intimate rela-
tlons between the northern and gouthern gections
of the secret conspiracy, that a member from a
Northern State is enabled to pass without risk
tkrough the South by the use of the signs of re-
¢agnition which have been established through-
otit the order, and by means of which members
{gm distant poinis, though mesfing asgtrangers,

&

arerat opce made known to each others as **bro-
thers.”> Mary Ann Pitman expressly atates in
Ler testimony that whenever impertant de-
£patches are reguired to be sent by rebel gene-
rals beyond their lines, members of the order
are always selected to convey them. Certain
pasewords are also used in common in bothsec-
uions, and of these, none appears to be more
fl.mﬂiar than the word ° Nu-oh-lac,”” or "the
name * Calhoun” spelt backward, and which is
employed upon entering a temple of the first
degree of the 0. A.-K.—certainly a fitéing pass-
w%rd to such dens of treason.

Beside the signs of recogmition, there are
aigns of warning and danger', for use afl night as
weil as by day; as, for instance, signs to
Warn members of tjma_ approach of United
States officials seeking to make arrests.
‘The order has also established 'what are
called battle-signals, by means of which, 28
it Is asserted, a member serving in the army
may communicate with the enemy in the feld,
and thus escape personal harm in cage of attack
oF caplure, Tlfam“ recent of these gignals
vepresented to have jbeen adopted by the order
i5a five-pointed copper star, worn under the
‘¢ost, which Is to be disclosed upon meeting an
enemy,who-will -thas . recognize. in the wearer

& ByI er and an ally. A similar star of
'German silver, hung in a frame, is said fo be
aamerously, displs; by members or their fa-
‘milies in private owses in Indiana, for the pur-
pose of insuring protection to their property in
casa of a raid or other atteck; and if is stated
q}nt in many dwellings in _tha;,atut%' ‘a portrait
of dohn Morgan is exhibited for a similar pu:-

ther signs are used by members, and espe-
cially the officers of the order, in their corre-
cwondence. Their letters, when of an official
characier, are generally conveyed by special
‘messengers, but when {ransmitted through the
‘mail, are usually ia cipher. When written in
the ordinary manner, a character ai the foot of
the'letter, consisling of a circle with aline
drawn across the centre, signifies to the mem-
er who receives it that the statements as writ-

Gen are to be understood in a sense directly the

oxsp:;iia to that which would erdinarily be con-

VeEyed.

ﬂ. It is fo be “ﬁddai: Ent. the meetings of the acﬁ:a
dey, sapecially e country, are generally
held &t night and in secluded ]Jinc‘ea,. snd that
e epproach to them 15 cavefully gmarded Dy a

line of sentinels, who are passed only by mesns

of a speclal countersign, which is termed the

sepicket.” |
" 'yr. 178 WRITTEN PRINCIPLES, .

The * Declaration of Principles,” which is get

forth in the ritual of the order, has already been

alluded ' to. n, whic!
cially framed for the instruction of the great
mass of memberg, commences with the follow-
1ng specious proposition : R
“All men are endowed by the Creator with
certain rights, equal as far as there is equality
in the capacity for theappreciation, enjoyment,
and exercise of those rights.”? 'And'_-ié:hae-
quently there is added : ““In_the Divine econo-
my no individual of the human race must be
permitted to éncumbeér the earth, to mar its as-
pects of transcendent beauty, nor to impede the
progress of the physical or Intellectual man,
neither in himself nor in the rece to which he
belongs. , Hence, a people, upon whatever plane
they may be found in theé ascending scale
humanity, whom neither the divinity '
them nor the inspirations of divine and t ;
ful nature around them can impel to virtno
action and progress onward and upward,
be subjected a just and humane servitnde and
tutelage to the superior race, until they ehall
Le able fo appreciate the benefits and advan-
tages of civilization.” e e PREE
ere, expressed In terms of studied hypo-
erlsy, is the whole theory of human bondage—
the ri.ght of the strong, because they are eirong,
to despoil and enslaye the weak, because they
are weak! The languagesof earth can add no-
thing to the cowardly and loathsome basen
of the doctrine, as thus announced. It is tha
robber’s creed, sought to be nationalized, and
would push back the hand on the dial plate of
our civilization to the darkest periods of humi
however, that it
0=

history. It must be admitted, howeve
furnishes a fitling *‘ corner-stone” for the 2
vernment of & rebellion, elery fibre of whose
body and every throb of whose soul is born of
the traitorous ambition and slave-pen, inspira-

_tions of the South.

i e e A
Per cmspo.t_ ..0 0L LB BOVE '_y,
withitanecesw_-yrmg,. ne monstrous doetrine
of rBecession—a doctrine which, in asseriin
that in our federative system a part is great
than the whole, would compel - the General Go-
vernment, like a Japanese slave, to commit
‘hari-kari whenever a faithless or insolent Btate
ghould command ittodosgo. .. =~ . O .
Thus, the ritual, after reciting that the Btatea
.of the Union are independent, [and sove-
on,*? proceeds as follows: . . . -
e Government designated *The United
States of America’ hag no sovereignly, becanse
that is an attribute with which the people, in
their several and distinet political organizations,
are endowed, and is inalienable. It was consti-
tnted by the terms of the compact, by all the
States, through the express will of the Eggple
thereof, respectively—a common sagent, to use

‘and exercise certain named, specified, defined

: LLEASy, (MBS
and limited powers which are inherent of the
govereignties within those States. It is permit-
ted, go far as regards its status and relations, as
common t in the exercise of the powers
carefully and jealously delegated to it, to call
itself ‘supreme,” but not ‘souvereign.’ In ac-

This deelﬁratta:ﬁowhich 8 gpe- .
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coprdance with the principles wpon which is

fonnded the American theory, Government can
¢ exercise only delegated power ; hence, if those

who ghall hava been chosen to administor the
rernment shall assume {0 exercice powess
not delegated, they should be regarded and
{reated a8 wsurpers. The reference to © inherent
power,’ ‘war power,” or ‘military necessity,’
on the part of the functionary for the sanction
of an arbitrary exercise of power by him, wewill
nok accapt in palliation or excunse.”

To this is added, as a corollary, ‘it isin-
compatible with the history and nature of onr

.gystem of government that Federal authority

aﬁm cogree by arms a sovereign State.”

. . The declaration of principles, however, does
1obstop here, but proceeds one Step further, ag
follows : '

. * Whenever the chosen officers or delegates
ghall fail or refuse to administer the Govern-
ment in gtrict accordance with the leiter of the
sccepted Constitution, it is the inherent right
aod the golemn and imperative duty of the peo-
pla to resist the functionaries, and, if need Dbe,
10 expel them by force of arms! Buch resistance
is not revolution, bt is solely the assertion of
right—the exercise of all the noble aftributes
which impart honor and dignity to manhood.”
. To the same effect, though in a milder tore,
is the platform of the order in Indiana, put
forth by the Grand Council at their meeting in
February last, which declares that ‘*the right
1o alter or abelish their govermment, whenever
il fails to secure the blessings of liberly, is one
-of the inslienable rights of the people that can
.never be surrendered.?*’

. Buch then are the principles which the new
moember swears to observe and abide by in his
-obligation, set forth in the ritual, where he
says: I dosolemnly promise that I will ever
cherish in my heart of hearte the snblime cresd
of the E. K. (Excellent Knights), and will, so
far a8 in me lies, illustrate the same in my in-
torcourse with men, and will defend the principles
thereof, if need be, with my life, whensoever as-

- salled, in my own country first of all. -I do for-
" ther eolemuly declare that I will never take np

-arms in behalf of any government which does not
‘acknowledge the sole authority or power to be
the will of the governed.”

In the same connection.may be quoted the
following extracts from the ritnal, as illustrat-
m the principle of the right of revolution
_and_resistance to constituted authority in-
-gigted npon by the order:
 ““Our swords shall be unsheathed whenever
‘#he great principles which we aim fo incunlcate
~and hnwg sworn to maintsin and defend are

_ Again: ‘I do solemenly promiss, that when-
-soever the prineiples which our order ineulcates
shall be ageailed in my own State or country, I
will defend these prineciples with my sword and
‘my life, in whatsoever capacity may be assigned
me by the competent authority of our order,”
And further: ‘I do promise that I will, at
all times, if needs be, take np arms in thecause
-0f the oppressed—in my own country firef of
all—againet any power or government usurped,
whick meay be found in arms and waging war
against & psople ot peoples who are endeavor-
ing to est or’have inaugurated, a govern-
ment for themselves of their own free choice.”

Moreover, it isto be nofed that all the ad-

dreeses and epeaches of iisleaders breathe the

game principle, of the right of forcible resie.
tance fo the Government, as one of the fenets
of the order.

Thus P. C. Wright, Bupreme Commander, in
his general address of December, 1863, after
urging that *‘the gpirit of the fathers may ani-
mate the free minde, the brave hiearts, and siill
unshackled limbs of the irue denmeocracy® (mean-
ing the members of the order), adds as fol-
lows : “T'o be prepared for the crisis now ap-
proaching, we must catch from afar the ear-
liest and faintest breathinge of the spirit of
the gtorm ; o be successful when the storm
comes, we maet be watchful, patient, brave,
confident, organized, armed.”

Thus, too, Dodd, Grand Commander of the
order in Indiana, gquoting, in his address of
February last, the views of his chief, Vallan-
digham, and adopting them as his own, Bays:

e (Vallandigham) judges that the Wash-
ington power will not yield up its power, nn-
tilit is taken from them by an indignant peo-
ple, by force of arms.*?

Snch, then, are the written prineiples of the
order in which the neophyte is instructed, and
which he is sworn to cherish and observe as
his rnle of action, when, with arms placed in
his hands, he is called upon fo engage in the
overthrow of his Government, This declara-
tlon—first, of the absolute right of slayery ;
sacond, of Btate sovereignty and the right of
secession ; third, of the right of armed resig-
tance to constifuted authority on the park of
the disaffected and the disloyal, whenever their
ambilion may prompt them to revolution—is
bnt an assertion of fthat abominable theory
which, from its first enunciation, served as a
pretext for congpiracy after conspiracy against
the Government on the part of Bouthern ira:
tors, until their detestable plotting cnlminated
in open rebellion and bloody civil war. What
mere appropriate name, therefore, to be com-
municated as & pessword to thenew member
upon hig first admission o .the .secrets "of :the
order conld have been conceived, than that
which was actually adopted—thai of ‘Cal-
houn !”*—a man, who, baffied in. his. lnst for
power, with gnashing teeth, turned npon the
Government that had Iiffed him fo its highest
honorg, and upon the country that had borne
him, and down to the very close of his feyered
1ife, labored incessantly to scatter far and wide
the geedes of that poison of death, now upon our
lips. The thorne which now pierce and tear us
are of the tree he planted.

VIL.—I'tS SPECIPIC PURPOSES AND OPERATIONE, '

From the principles of the order, as thus sel
forth, its general purposé of cooperating with
the rebellion may readily be inferred, and, in
fact, those principles conld logically lead to no
other resnlt. This general purpose, indeed, is
distinetly set forth in the personal siatements
and confessions of ite members, and particn-
larly of its prominent officers, who have been
imduced to make disclosnres to the Government.
Among the most significant of these confes-
gions are those slready alluded to, of Hunt,
Dunn, and 8mith, the heads of the order in
Migsouri. The latter, whose statement is full
and explicit, says: ‘At the time I joined the




order, I understood that its object was to sid
and essist the Confederate Government, and
endeavor to restere the Union as it was prior to
this rebellion.”” He adds: *‘ The order is hos-
tile in everyrespect tothe Genersl Government,
and friendly to the so-called Confederate Go-
vernment, It is exclusively made up of dis-
loyal persons—of all Democrats who are desi-
roue of securing the independence of the Con.
federate States, witb a view of restoring the
Union as it was.”

It would beidleto comment on such git-
berish &8 the statement that **the independence
of the Confederaie States’’ was to be used as
the means of restoring ‘‘the Union as it was;”
and 'yet, under the manipulations of these
traitorons jugglers, doabtless the brains of
many have been so far muddled as to accept
this shameless declaration as troe.

But to proceed to the specific purposes of the
order, which its leaders haye had in view from
the beginning, and which, as will be eeen, it
has been able, in many cases, to carry out with
very considerable success, the following are
found to be most pointedly presented by the
testimony.

1. Aiding Soldiersto Desert, and Herboring and
Lrotecting Deserters.—Early in its history the
order essayed to undermine such portions of
the army as were exposed tc its insidious ap-
proaches. Agents weresent bythe K. G. C.into
the camps to introduce the order among the
goldiers, and those who became members were
instrocted to induce as mauny of their compa-
Rmions aaf)oasibla to degert, and for this pur-
pese the iatter were furnished by the order with
money and citizens® clothing. Soldiers who
hesitated at desertion, but desired to leave the
army, were introduced to lawyers who engeped
to farnish them some quasi legal pretext for so
doing, and a certain attorney of Indianapolis,
named  Welpole, who was particularly con-
epicuous in furnishing faeflities of this cha-
racter to soldiers who applied to him, has
boasted that he hasthus aided five hundred en-
listed men to escape from their contracts.
Through the schemes of the order in Indiana,
whole companies were broken up; o large de-
tachment of & battery company, for instance,
deserting on oue occasion to the enemy, with
two of its gune, and the camps were imbued
with & 8pirit of discontent and dissatisfaction
with the service, Some estimate of the num-
ber of deserters at this time may be derived
from @ reporl of the Adjuntant General of In-
diana, of January, in 1863, setting forth that
the number of deseriers and absentees returned
o the army through the post of Indiaunapolis
alone, during the month of December, 1862,
was nearly two thousand six hundred.

As soon as arreste of these deserters began to
be generally made, writs of habeas corpus were
igsued in their cases by disloyal judges, and a

‘considerable number were discharged thereon.

In one instance in Indisna, where an officer in
charge of a deserter properly refosed to obeythe
wril, after it had been snspended in such cases
by the President, his attachment for eon-
tempt was ordered by the chief justice
of the State, who declared that *“ihe stroste of
Indisnapolis might ron with biood, but that hie
wonld enforee his anthority against the Presi-
dent’s order.” On another occasion ceriain

10

United Biates officers who had made the arrest
of deserters in Illinois were themselves arsested
for kidnapping, and held to trial by a disloyal
judge, who at the eame time discharged the
desg?m, though eoknowledging them to be
sucl . .
Holdiers, upon deeerting, were assured of im-
munity from punishment, and proteetion on the
part of the order, and were instructed to bring
away with them their arms, and, if mounted,
their horses. Details sent to arrest them by the
military authorities were in eeveral cases fos-
cibly resisted, and, where not nunsually strong
in mumberg, were driven back by large bodies
of men, enbsequently generally ascertained to
be members of the order. Where arrests ‘were
cifected, our troops were openly attacked and
fired npon, on their return. Insiances of snech
attacks oceurring in Morgan and Rush coun-
gea, Indiana, are especially noticed by Genersl
Morgan county, J. 8. Bingham, editer of the
Indianapolis Senfinel, 3 member or friend of
the order, sought to forward to the disloyal
newspapers of the West false and inflammatory
telegraphic despatches in regard to the aflair,

to the effect that cavalry had been gent to sr- |

rest all the Democrats in the county, that
had committed gross outrages, and that seyeral

citizens had been shol; and adding: **Ten.

thousand soldiers cannot hold the men arrested
this pight. Civil war and bloodshed are inevi-

table.”” The assertions in the despatch were

antirely false, and may serve to illustrate (he
fact heretofore noted, that a stndicus mis
gentation in regard to the acts of the Govern-

ment and its officers is a part of the prescribed

duty of members of the order. It is to be added

thal eeven of the party in Morgan connty who
_made the attack upon our troops were Coh-

victed of their offence by a Blate court. Wpon
their trial it was proved that the party wae ¢com-
posed of members of the K. G. C.

One of the most pointed instances of protes-

tion furnished to deserters oceurred in acasein.

Indiana, where seventeen deserters entrenehed
themselves in a log cabin with a ditch and pa-
lisade, and were furnished with provizions ani
sustained in their defence againgt our military
authorities for a ‘considerable period by the
urgsr %ri.:cm friends, :

2 ouraging Fnlisiments and Besisting
the Draft.—It is especially inculeated by the
order to eppese the reinforcement of our
armies, either by volunteers or drafted men.
In 1862, the Koights of the Goldem Qircle
organized generally to resist the draft in the
Weslern Btates, and were etrong enoungh in cer-
tain localities to greatly embarrass the Govern-
ment. In this year and early in 1863, a mum-

ber of enrolling officers were ehot in Indiana.

and fllineis. In Blackford county, Indiana, an
attack was made upon the couri-house, andthe
books connected with the draft were destroyed.
{n several connties of the State a considerable
military foree was required for thé protection of
the United Btates officinls, knd a large number
of arrgsis were made, including 'thst of one
Reynolds, an ex-Behator of the Lepl:latare, for
publicly urging upon the populace to resist the
conseription—an offence of 'the pame eharactat,

in faet, as that vpon whith Vallsndipghem wae.

apprehended in Ohlo. These outhreaks wers,

giton. In the case of the outbreak in.
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1o doubt, in most cages, iacited by the-erder,
and engsged in by its members. In Indians
nearly 200 persons were indicted for conspiraey
the Government, resisting the draft,
dze., and aboul sixty of these were convicted.

"Where members of the order were forced into
the army by the draft, they were instrocted, in
cage they were prevented from presently es-
caping, and were obliged to go to the field, to
wse their arms in battle agaipnst their fellow-
soldiers, rather then the enemy, or, if poseible,
10 desert to the enemy, by whom, throngh the

of the order, they would be recogmized
and received as friends. 1t is to be added that
whenever a member volunteered in the army, he
was at once expelled from the order.

3. Cérenlation of and Troasonable Pubii-
oations,—The order, especially in Missouri, has
gecretly circnlasted througheut the country a
greal quantity of treasonable publications, as &
means of exlending its own power andinfinence,
as well as of givieg enconvagement to the disloyal
and inciting them to treason. OF these, some
of the principal are the following : ** Pollard’s
Bouthern History of the War,” ** Official Re-

of the Confederate Government,” *‘Life
of Btonewall Jack'nnna” pamphlets comntaining
sriicles from the ** Metropolitan Record,”
“ Abrabam Africanus, or Mysteries of the
White Houee,”” ** The Lincoln Catechism, or a

Guide to the Presidential election of 1864,”

“tIndestroctible Organics,” by Tirga., These
pablicalions have generally been procured by
formal requisitions drawn upon the grand com-
mander by leading members in the interior
of a Btate, One of these requisitions, dated
Jane 10th 1ast, and drawn by a local &

of the order at Genteryville, Io., is exhibited in
the testimony. It contains a column of the
initials of & number of subseribers, opposite
whoee names are entered thenumber of disloyal
publicetions to be furnished, the particnlar
book or books, d&c., required being indicated by
fietitions titles.

4, Conwmunicating with, and Giving Inteligence
to, the Hnemy.—Bmith, Grand Secretary of
the order in Missonri, eays, in hia confession =
““Rebel spies, mail-carriers, and emissaries
have been carefnlly protected by this order gver
since I have been a member.”” It is gshown in
the testimopy to be customary in the rebel ger-
vice to employ members of the order as spies,
under the guice of soldiers fornished with fur-
loughs to virit their homes within our lines.
©On coming within the territory oceupied by our
forces, they are harbored and supplied with in-
formation by the order. Another class of spies
claim to be deserters from the enemy, and at
once eeek an opportunity to take the oath of al-
legiance, which, however, though volnrtarily
taken, they claim to be adminis while they
ers under a epecies of duresg, and, therefore,
6t 1o ke binding, Upon swearing allegiance
to the Government, the pretended deserter en-
gegos, with the ascistance of the order, in col-
lecling contraband goods or procuring intelli-
gence to be conveyed to the enemy, or in some
other treasonable enterprise, In his official re-
port of Jone 12th last, Colonel Banderzon ro-
marke: *“This departmentis filled with rebel
gpies, all of whom' helong to the order,??

In Missourl, regnlizrmnail communication was
for & long period maintained through the

ggency of the order from Bt. Louis to Price’s.
army, by means of which private letters ag well
28 officiel d ches between him and the
Grand Commander of Missouri were regularty
tranemitted. The mail-carriers started from a
voint on the Pacific railroad, near Kirkwood
Station, about fonrteen miles from Bt. Louls,
and, travelling enly by night, proceeded (to:
quote from Col. Sanderson’s report) to “ Mat-
tox Mills, on the Maramee river, themce pass
Mineral Point to Webster, thence to a poini
iifteen miles below Van Buren, where they
crogeed the Black river, and thence te the rebal
lines.?? 1iis, probably, also by this route that
the gecret corréspondenee, stated by the witnegs
Pitman to have been constanily kept nup between
Price and Vallandigham, the heads of the order
at the North and Bouth, respectively, wae suc-
cesafally maintained.

A gimilar commuication has been continu-
ongly held with the ensmy from Lonisville, Een-
tucky. A considerable mumber of women in
that State, many of them of high position in
rebel society, and some of them owtwardly pro-
fessing te be loyal, were discovered to have
been actively engsped in receiving and for-
‘warding mails, with the assistance of 1he order
and as its instruments. Two of the most note-
rious and enccessful of these, Mrs. Woods and
Mise Cageell, have been apprehended apd im-
prisoned.

By means of this correspondence with the
enemy, the members of the erder werepromptly
appriged of all raids to be made by the forces of
the former, and were able to hold them-
gelves prepared to render aid and comfori
to the raiders. To show how efficient
for this purposé wes the system thue esta-
blished, it is to be added that our military
authorities have, in a number of cases, been in-
formed, threugh members of the order, em-
ployed in the interest of the Government, of
impending raide, and important army move-
ments of the rebels, not only days, but some-
times weeke, sooner than the same intelligence
conld have reached them throngh the ordinary
chanmnels.

On the other hand, theaystem of espionege kapt
up by the order, for the pmrpose of obiaining
information of the movements of our own
forces, &c., to be impnrted to the enemy, secms
to have been as perfect as it was secret. The
Grand 8ecretary of the order in Missouri sisies,
in hie confession: *“ One of the especial objects
of thie order was to place members in steam-
boats, ferryboats, telegraph offices, express.
offices, department headquarters, provost mar-
shal’s office, and, in fact, in every position
where they could do valuable service;” and he,
proceeds to specify certain members who, st
the date of hia confession (Augunet 24 lest),
were employed at the express and telegrapn
offices in 8t. Lonie.

5. Aiding the Fnemy, by Recruiting for them, or
Assisting them do Hecrvdl, within our lines.—This
has elso heen extensively errried on by mem-
bers of tha order, pariieniarly in Kentucky and
Misgonri. It ia estimated that 2 000 men were
sent Bouth, from Louisville alone. during a few
weeks in April and May, 1864. Thre order end
its friepds &t thet city have a permanent fund,
to which thers are many enbscribers, for the
purpoee of fAtling out with pistols, clothing,




money, &e., men desiriog to jown the Southern
service; and, in the lodges of the erder in Bt.
Lonis and Northern Missourl, money has often
been raised to purchase horges, erms, and eguip-
ments for soldiers about %o be forwarded to
the Bouthern army., In the laiter Btate, par-
ties empowered by Price, or by Grand Com-
mander Hunt as his representative, lo recrait
for the rebel gervice, were nominally authorized
tc **locaie lands,”’ as it was expressed, and in
their reports, which were tormally made, the
number of acres, &¢., located represented the
number of men recruited. At Louisville, those
desiring to join the Bouthern forces were lept
hidden, and supplied with food and lodging un-
til & convenient occasion was presented for their
transportation South. They were then collected,
&nd conducted at night to a safe rehdezvous of
the order, whence they were forwarded to their
degtination, in some ceses, stealing horses
from the United States cerrals on their way.
While awaiting an occesion to be sent South,
the men, to avoid the suspicion which
might be excited by their being seen tfo-
gether in any congiderable number, were often
employed on farme in the vieinity of Louis-
ville, and the farm of one Moore, in thal neigh-
borhood (at whose house also meetings of the
order were held), is indicated in the testimony
ag one of the localities where zuch recruits
wera g0 rendezvoused and employed.

The same facilities which were aflorded to
roernits for the Southern army were also
furnished by the order to persons desiring to
proceed beyond eur lines for any illegal pur-
pose. By these Lonisyills was generally pre-
forred as a pointof departurs, and, on the Mis-
sisaippiriver, a particular steamer, the Graham,
waa selected as the safest convenience.

6. Furnishing the Rebels with Arms, Ammuni-
Zien, d&c.—In this, too, (the order, and espe-
cially its female members and allies, has been
gedulously engaged, The rebel womea of Lou-
igville and Kentucky are represented as having
rendered the most valuable aid to tbe Bouthern
armyyby transporting very large quantities of
percussion caps, powder, &c., concealed npon
their persons, to some convenient locality near
{he lines, whence they could be readily con-
veyed to those for whom they were intended.
Tt i3 estimated that at Louisville, up to May |
1nat, the sum of $17,000 had been invested by
‘the order in ammunition snd arms, to be for-
warded prineipally in this mannerio the rebels,
In 8t Louis several firms, who are well known
to the Government, the principal of which is
Beauvais & Co., have been engaged in supply-
ing arms and ammunition to members of the
order, to be conveyed to their SBouthern allies,

lary Ann Pitman, a reliable witness, and a
member of the 0. A, K., who will hereatter be
specially alluded to, states in her testimony
that she visited Beauvais & Co, three times, and
yrocured from them on each occasion about
$50 worth of caps, besides a number of pistols
and cartridges, which she carried in pergon to
Yorrest’s command, beside s much .larger
quantity of similar articles which sheca to
be forwarded by other agents. The guerillas in
Missonri also received arms from 8t. Louis,
and one Douglas, one of the most active con-
gpirators of the O. A. K. in Missouri, and a
special emigsary of Price, wasarrested while
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in the act of transporting & box of forty re-

volvers by railroad to a guerilla camp in the -

interior of the Btate. Medical storgs in large
quantities were also, by the aid of the order,
furnished to the enemy; and a snrgeon in Lou-~
igville is mentioned as having “mede $75,000
by smuggung medicines’? through the lines of
our army. Supplies were in some cases con-
veyed to the enemy thromgh the medinm  of
professed loyalists, who, having received per-
mits for that purpose from the United States
military suthorities, would forward their goods,
as if for ordinary purposes of trade, to & cer-
tain point near the rebel lines, where, by the
connivance of the owners, fhe enemy would
ba enabled to seize them.

7. Cobperaling wilh the Bnemy in Kaids and In-
vasions.—While it is clear that the order has
given aid, both directly and indirectlgg to the
forces of the rebels, and to guerillabands, when
engaged in making incursions into the iaordar
States, yet because, on the one hand, of the
constan{ restraint upon its action exercised by
our military authorities, and, on the other hand,
of the general success of our armics in the field
over those of the enemy, their allies at the North
have never thus far been able to carry out their
grand plan of a general armed rising of the
order, and its cobperation on an extended scale
with the Bouthern foreces. This plan has been
two-fold, and consisted—first, of a rising of the
order in Misgouri. aided by a strongdetachment
from Illinois, and & coéperation with a rebel
army under Price; second, of a similar rising in
Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky, and a codpera-
tion with a force under Breckinridge, Buckner,
Morgan, or some other rebel commander, who
wag Lo invade thae latter State. 1In fhis case the
order was first to cut therailroads and telegraph
wireg, in order that intelligence of the move-
ment might not be sent abroad and the trans-
poriation of Federal troops might be delayed,
and then to seize upon the arsenals at Indi-
anapolis, Columbus, 8pringfield, Louisville, and
Franlkfort, and, furnighing such - of their num-
ber ‘as” were without arms,:to kill or make
prisoners of department, district, and post
commanders, release the rebel prisoners at Rock
Island, and at Camps Morton, Douglas, . and
Chase, and thereupon join the Southern army
at Louisville or some other point 'in-Kentucky,
which State was to he permanently occupied by
the combined force. Atthe period of the move-
ment it was also proposed that an attack should
be made upon Chicago by means of steam-tugs
mounnted with cannon. A similar course was
to be taken in Missouri, and was to result in
the permanent occupation of the Btate.

This plan has long occupied the minds of
members of the order, and has been continnally
discnssed by them in their lodges. A rising
somewhat of the character described was in-
tended to hav¥ taken place in the spring of this
year, simunltaneonsly with an expected advance
of the army of Lee upon Washington ; but the
plang of the enemy having been anticipated by
the movements of our own generals, the rising
of the conspirators was necessarily postponed.
Again, 8 general movement of the Southern
forees was anticipated to tske place abont
July 4, end with this the order was to co-
operate. A g to be made by Vallandig-
ham at the Chicago Convention was, it 18

“
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said, to be the eignal for the rising; but
the ponement of the convention, as well
as the failure of the rebel armies to engage in
the anticipated movement, again operated to
disturb the schemes of the order, During the
summer, however, the grand plan of action
aboye get forth has been more than ever dis-
cussed throughout the order, and its success
most confidently predicted, while at the same
time an extensive organization and preparation
for carrying their censpiracy Intoeffect have besn
actively golng on. But, up to this time, not-
withstanding the late raids of the ememy in
Kentucky, and the invasion of Missonri by
Price, no snch general action on the part of the
order as was contemplated has taken place—a
resull, in great part, owing to the activity of our
military authorities in strengthening the detach-
ments at the prisons, arsenals, &c., and in
cansing the arrest of the leading conspirators »
in the several States, and especially in the seiz’
ure of large quantities of arms which had been
shi&pa&for the use of the orderin their intended
outbreak, It was,doubtless, onacconntof these
precautions that the day last appointed for the
riging of the order in Indiana and Kentucky
(Augnst 16) passed by with but slight disorder.

It is, however, the inability of the public
enemy, in the now declining days of the rebel-
lien, to initiate the desired movements which
has fnrev,'anteﬂ the order from engaging in open
warfare; and it has lately been serionsly con-
sidered in their councils, whether they shon'd
not proceed with their revolt, relying alone npor.
the guerilla bands of 8yphers, Jesse, and others,
for au'gpnrt and assistance,

‘With these gnerlllag the order has always most
resdily acted along the border, The latter, in
cases oi the capture by the Union forces of
Northern members of the order engaged in co-
operating with them, have frequently retaliatad
byseizing prominent Union citizens, and holding
them as hostages for the release of their allies.
At other times our Government has been offi-
cially notified by the rebel anthorities thatif
the members of the order capiured were not
treated by us as ordinary prisorers ¢f war, re-
taliation would be resorted to.

An atrocious plan of concert between mem-
hers of the order in Indiana and certain guerilla
bands of Eentucky, agreed upon last spring,
may be remarked upon in this conuection.
Some 2,500 or 3;000 guerillas were to be thrown
into the border counties, and were to assume
ihe character of refugees seeking employment.’
Being armed, they were secretly to destroy Go-
vernment property wherever practicable, to con-

Arol the elections by force, prevent enlistments,
aid deserters, and stir, up strife beiween the
clyil and military anthorities.

A gingular feature of the raids of the enemy
remains only to be adverted to, viz: that the
officers conducting these raids are furnished by
the rebel Government with guantities of United
States Treasury notee for nse within our lines,
and cnthr:a thess are probably most frequently,
Tro througli the agency of members of
theorder. .

Mary Anp Pifman, believed to be a true and
feithful wiiness, states that Forrest, of the
recel army, at one time exhibited to her a letter
to himself from a prominent rebel sympathizer
and member of the order in Washington, D, C.,

in which it was set forth that the sum of $20,-
000in ** backs?” had actually beem for-
warﬂ;;l by him te the rebel Government at Rich-
mond.

8, Destrueiion of Gevernment Property.—There
is no doubt thai large quantities of Government
property have been burned or otherwise de-
stroyed by the agency of the order in different
localities, At Tiouisville, in the case of the
steamer Taylor, and on the Mississippi river,
steamers belonging to the United Btates have
been burned at the wharves, and generally when
loaded with Government gtores. Shortly before
the arrest of Bowles, the senior of the major
generals of the order in Indiana, he had been
eng:ﬁe‘d in the preparation of ‘‘ Greek Fire,”
whil mwuq it.n b% 1;‘l:nmr.l p:;rvicefbla in the de-
struction of public properly. It was generally
understood in the councils of the order, in tbe
Siate of Kentucky, that they were to be com-
pensated for such destruction by the rebel Go-
vernment, by Teceiving a commission of ien
per cent. of the value of the property so de-
atroyed, and that thig valne was to be derived
from the estimate of the 1oss made in each case
by Northern newsgpapers. y

9. Destruction of Privale Property and Ferse-
eution of Union Men.—It 18 reported by General
Carrington that the full development of ihe
order in Indiana was followed by ““a state af
terrorism ’’ among the Union residents of **por-
tions of Brown, Morgan, Johngon, Rush, Clay,
Sullivan, Bartholomew, Hendricks, and otber
counties ” in that State ; that from some locali-
iies they were driven away altogether; that in
others their barns, hay, and wheat-ricks, were
burned ; and that many persons under the geoe-
ral ingecurity of life and Eroperty gold their
effects at & gacrifice and removed to other places.
At one time in Brown county, the members
of the order openly threatened the lives of
all ** Abolitionists*”” who refused to sign &
peace memorial which they had prepared snd
addressed to Congress. I1n Missonri, also, simi-
lar outrages committed upon the property of
loyal citizene are atiributable in a great degres
1o the secret order. :

In this connection the outbreak of the miners
in the coal districts ef eastern Pennsylvania,
in the antnmn of lnst year, may be appropri-
ately referred to. It was fully shown in the
testimony adduced, upon the trials of these in-
surgents, who were guilty of the destruction of
property and numerons acts of violence, ag well
as murder, that they were generally members of
a secreb treasonable agsociation, gsimilar in all
respeets to the K. G. C., atthe meetings of
which they had been incited to the commisgion
of the crimes for which they were tried and
convicted.

10. Assassination end Murder.—After what
has been disclosed in regard to this infamons
league of traitors and ruffians, it will not be a
matter of surprise to learn that the cold-blooded
agsassination of Union citizens and soldiérs has
been Included in their devilish scheme ef ope-
rations. (Green B. Smith states in his confes-
slon that *“The secret assassination of United
Btates officers, soldiers, and Government em-
ployes has been discussed in the councile of
the order and recommended.” It is also
shown in the course of the testimony that aia
large meeting of the order in 8t, Louis, in May
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or Juns last, it was propesed io form a secret
police of members of tha order for the purpose
of patrolling the streets of that city at night
snd killing every deteetive and goldier that
could be readily disposed of; that this proposi-
tion was coolly considered, and finally rejected,
10t because of its fiendish character—no voice
being raieed against its eriminslity—but becanse
only it was deemed prematore. At Louisville,
im June last, & gimilar scheme was disensszed
among the order forthe waylaying and butcher-
ing of mégro soldiers in the etreets at night;
and in the game month & pariy of its members
in that city was actually organized for the pur-
pose of throwing off the track of the Nashville
railroad & train of colored troope and seizing
the opportunity to take the lives of 8s many as
posgsible. Again, in July, the assassination of
an obnoxious provost marshal, by belraying
him into the hande of guerilins, was ded?n

by members in the interior of lfentucky. .
ther, at a meeting of the Grand Council of In-
diana at Indianapolis on June I4th last, the
murder of ene Coffin, a Government detective,
who, as it was supposed, had betrayed the
order, wag _deliberately dizcussed and fully
determined wpon. This fact is stated by Stidper
in his report to General Carrington of June 1¥ih
leat, and is more fully set forth in his testimony
upon the trial of Dodd. He depoees {hat st
the meeting in question, Dodd himeelf volon-
teered to go to Hamilton, Ohio, where Coffin
wes expectad to be found, and there “dispose
of the latter.”” He adds that prior to the meet-
ing, he himeelf conveyed from Judge Bullitt, at
Louisville, to Bowles and Dodd, at Indlanapolis

gpecial icetructions to have Coffin ““put out of
the way*—“murdered’’—*‘at all hazards.*”

The opinion is expressed by Colonel 8ander-
gon, under date of June 12 last, that *“‘the re-
cent. mumerous cold-blooded aseassinafions of
military officers and unconditional Union men
throughout the military distriet of North Mis-
souri, especially along the western border," s
to be ascribed to the agency of the order. The
witness, Pitman, represents that it is “‘a part of
the obligation or nnderatanding of the order™ (o
kill officera and soldiers ““whenever if can be dons
by stealth, “‘as well as loyal citizens when con-
sidered important or influentisl persons; end
she adds, that while at Memphis, during the
pagt summer, she krew that men on picket wers
gacretly killed by memberz of the order ap-
proaching them in disguize.

In this connestion may be recalled the whole-
sale assaesination of Union soldiers by mem-
bers of the order snd their confederates at
Charleston, Ilinois, in March Iast, in regard to
wkich, a8 a gtartling episode of the rebellion, &
full repert was addressed from this office to the
FPresident, under date of July 26 last. This
concerted murderous assault npon & scattered
bhody of men, mosily unarmed—apparently de-
signed for the mere purpose of destroying as
many lives of Unlon soldiers as possible—is a
forcible illustration of the utter malignity and
depravity which characteriza the members of
this order in their zea Mo commend themselves
o8 faithful allies to their fellow-conspirators at
e Bouth. |

11, Establishment of a Nerthwestsrnn Confado-
racy.—In concluding this review of some of the
principal specific purposes of the order, il re-

maing only to remark upon & forther design of
many of its leading members, the accomplish-
ment of which they are represented as hav
deepty at heart, Haiing New Eogland, en
jealous of her inflaence snd resources, and
claimieg that the interests of the West and
South, naturally connecied as they are through
the Missizsippi valley, are identical, and actn-
asted further by an intensely revolation
6pirtt as well a3 an unbridled and uoprincip!
ambition; these men have made the eatablish-
ment of a Western or Northwestern Confede-
raey, in alliance with the South, the grand aim
and eud of all their ploiting and conspiring. I
is with this steadily in prospect that they are
constantly seeking Lo produce discontent, dis-
orgenization, and civil disorder at the Nbrth.
ith this view, they gloat over every reverse
of the armies of the Union, and desire that the

‘rebellion ghall be protracted until \he resourees

of the Government ehall be exhausted, ita
sirength paralyzed, its currency hopelessly de-
preciated, end confidence everywhere destroyed.
Then, from tha anarchy which, under their
scheme, is to enrre, the new Confederacy is to
arise, which is either to unite itself with that of
the Bonth, or to form therewith & close and per-
manent alliance. Futile and extravagant as
this seheme may appear, it i3 yet thesettled puar-
pose of many leading 8pirits of the secret ean-
spliracy, and is (heir favorite snbject of thowght
and dizcassion. Nof only ia this scheme de-
liberated upon in the lodees of theorder, butit ia
openty proclaimed. Members of the Indiana
Legislature, even, have publicly announced it,
and avowed thet they will take their own Siate
out of the Union, aiid racogoize the indepen-
dence of the Bouth. A citizen, captured by a
guerilla band in Eentucky, last enmmer, reeovds
the fact that the establishment of a new eom-
federacy as the deliberata purpose of the Western
people was boastfully aszseried by these out-
laws, who also assured their prisoner thatin
the event of euch establishment there would be
“a greater repellion than cvert”’

Lastly, it is claimed that the new confede-
racy is already organized; that it has a “‘pro-
visional government,” officers, depsartments,
bureaus, &c., in secret operaticn. No commeng
is neeessary to be made upon this treason, nob
now contemplated for the first time in onr his-
tory. Snggesied by the present rebellion, it ia
the logical eonsequence of the ardent and ukler
gympathy therewith which is the life and in-
gpiration of the secret order.

VINE. FHE WITNESSES, AND THEIR TESTIMONN.

The facts detailed in the present report have
been derived from a great variety of dissimltar
rources, but all the witnesges, however different
their sitmations, concur go pointedly in thelr
testimony, that the evidence which has beem
furnished of the facts must be regarded as of
the most reliable character.

The principal wiinesses may be clagsified as
followa:

1. Bhrewd, intelligent men, employed as de~
tectives, and with a peculiar talent for their call-
ing, who have gradually gained the confidenca
of leading members of the order, and in gome
cases have been admiited to its temples
end been initiated into one or more of
the degrees,—The most remarkable of these
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. is Btidger, formerly a private eoldier in onr

army, who, by the use of an uncommon ad-
dress, though at great personal risk, succeeded
in establishing such intimate relations with
Bowles, Bullitt, Dodd, and other leaderas of the
order in Indiana and Kentucky, a8 to be ap-
pointed grand eécretery for the latier Biate, a
pogition the most favorable for oblaining fnfor-
mation of the plans of thece traitors and warn-
ing the Government of their intentions. It is
to the rare fidelity of -this man, who has algo
been the principal witness npon the trial of
Dodd, that the Government has beeén chiefly
imdebted for the exposure of the designs of the
gonspirators in the two Staies named,

-8, Rebel officers end eoldiers volunterily or
imvoluntarily making disclosuree to our mili-
tary authorities.—The most valuable witnesses
of this class are prisoners of war, who, sctu-
sted by laudable motives, have of their own
accord furnished a large amount of informa-
tion in regard to the order, especially as it
exists in the Bouth, and of the relations of its
members with those of the Northern section.
Among these, also, are soldiers et our prison
camps, who, without designing it, kave made
known to eur officials, by the use of the signs,
&oe., of the arder, that they were membere.

J. Beouts employed to travel through the in-

. terior of the border States, and sleo within or

in the neighborhood of the enemy’s lines.—The
fact that some of thess were left entirely iguo-
rant of the existence of the erder, upon being
60 employed, atiaches an increased value to
their discoveries in regard to its operations.

4. Citizen priseners, to whom, while it con-
firement, diselosurea were made relative to the
existence, extent, and character of the orderby
fellow-prisoners who were leading members,
end who, in some instances, upon becoming
intimate with the witness, initiated him into
one of the degrees,

5. Membere of the order, who, upon a full
ecquaintance with its principles, have been
appalled by ite iefamous designs, end have
voluntarily abandoned it, freely making kmown
their experience to our military authorities. In
this class may be placed the female wiltness,
Jfary Ann Pitman, who, thongh in srrest at
the period of her disclosures, was yel induced
to make them for the reason that, as ghe says,
““at the last meeting which I attended they
passed en order which I consider as utterly
atrocious and barbarous; eo I told them X
would have nolhing more to do with them,*
This woman was attached to the command of
the rebel Forrest, 2s an officer under thename of
‘¢ Lieutenant Rawley;’ but, because her sex
afforded her unusual facilities for erossing our
lines, ehe waa often employed in the exeeuntion
of important commissions within ounr territory,
and, a8 8 member of the order, was made exten-
sively ecquainted with other members, both of
the Northern and Southern gections. Her testi-
mony is thus peculiarly valuable, and, being a
pereon of unusual inielligence and force of
character, her stalements are guecinct, pointed,
end emphatic. They are also especially usefal
es fally corroborating those of other witnesses

arded a8 most trustworthy.

. Officers of the order of high rank, whohave
been dmompted to present confessions, more or
less deteiled, in regard to the order and their

connection with it.—The principals of these
are Hunt, Dunn, and Bmithygrand commander,
deputy graod commander, and grand eecre-
tary of the order in Missouri, 10 whoge state-
ments frequent reference has been made.
These confessions, though in some degres
guarded and disingenuous, have furnished
to the Government much valuable informa-
tion in regard to the secret operations of the
order, espeeially in Missonri, the afliiiation of
ite leaders with Price, &c. It is to be noted
that Dunn makes the gfatement in common
with other witnesses that, in entéring the order,
he was quite ignoran! of ifs true purposes. He
gaye: ‘I did not become a member understand-
ingly; the initjatory step was laken in the
;i:gk, : :mhont refleeiion and without know-
ge.

7. Deserters from our army, who, upon belng
apprehended, confessed that they had been in-
duced and assisted to desert by memhers of the
order. It was, indeed, principally frem these
eonfessions that the existence of the secret trea-
sonable organization of the K. . C. was firat
diseovered io Indiana, in the year 1862,

8. Writers of snonymouns communications,
addressed to heads of departments or [provost
marshals, disclosing faeis corroborative of
other more important etatements.

9. The witnesees bafore the grand jury at In-
dianepolis, in 1863, when the order was for-
mally presented as s treasonable organization
and those whose festimony has been introduc
npon the recent trial of Dodd.

It need only beadded that a most satisfactory
test of the credibility and weight of much of the
evidence which has been furnished is afforded
by the printed testimony in regard to the eha-
racter and intention of the order, which is
found in it national and State consfitutions
and ite ritnal. Indeed, the statements of the
varions witnesses are but presentations of the
logical and inevitable consequences and re-
sults of the principles therein set forth.

In concluding this review, it remains only to
state that a consfant reference has been made to
the elaborate official reports, in regard to the
order, of Brigadier General Carrington, eom-
rnnucl'i.ng District of Indiana, and of Colonel
SBanderscn, Provost Marshal General of the De-
partment of Miggouri. The great maes of the
testimony upon the sabject of the secret com-
gpiracy has been fornished by these officers; the
Jatter acting under the orders of Major Genersl
Rosecrans, and the former cooperating, under
the instructions of the Becretary of War, with
Mejor General Burbridge, commanding Distcict
of Eentucky, as well as with Governor Morton,
of Indiana, who, though at one time greatly
embarrassed, by a Legislature strongly tainted
with di.sloyait.y, in his eflorie to repress the do-
mestie enemy, hag at 145t seen his State relieved
from the danger of a civil war.

Bat, althongh the treason of the order has baen
theronghly exposed, and althongh its capacity
for fatal mischief bas, by means of the arrest of
its leaders, the geizure of ite arms, and the other
vigorous means which have been pursued, been
gerionsly impaired, it is still bueied with its
secret, plottings againet the Government, and
with its perfidions designs in aid of the S8outhern
rehellion. It is reperted Lo have recently issued
new eigns and passwords, and its members




agserk that foul means will be used to prevent
the success of the Administration atthe coming
election, and threaten an extended revolt in the
event of the reélection of President Lincoln.

In the presence of the rebellion and of this se-
cret order—which is but its echo and faithful ally
—we cannotbut be amazed at the utter and wide-
:Eread profligacy, personal and political, which

€ge movements against the Government dis-
elose. The guilty men engaged in them, after
casting aside their allegiance, seem to have
trodden under foot every sentimenl of honor
and every restraint of law, human and divine.
Judea produced but one Judas Iscariot, and
Rome, from the sinks of her demoralization,
produced but one Cataline, and yet, as events
prove, there has arisen together in our land an
entire brood of such traitors, all animated by
the seme parricidal spirit, and all stroggling
with the same relentless malignity for the
dismemberment of our Union.
exiraordinary phenomenon—not paralleled, it
is belisved, in the world’s history—thers can
be but oneexplanation, and all these blackened
and felid streams of crime may well be traced
to the same common fountain. So fercely
intolerant and imperious was the temper en-
gendered by slavery, that when the Bouthern
people, after having controlled the national
councils for half a century, were beaten at an
election, their leaders turned upon the Govern-
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ment with the insolent fury with which they
would have drawn their reyolvers on a 'nmle
lious glave in one of their negro quarters; and
they have continued eince to prosecute their
warfare, amid all the barbarisms and satroci-
ties nalurally and neceesarily inspired by the
infernal instifution in whose interests they are
sacrificing alike themselves and their country.
Many of these conspirators, as is well known,
were fed, clothed, and educated at'the
of the nation, and were loaded with its honors
at the very moment they struck at its life with
the horrible criminality of a son stabbing the
bosom of his own mother while impressing
kisses on his cheeks. The leaders of thetrai-
tors in the loyal Btates, who so completely fra-
ternize with these conspirators, and whoge ma-
chinations are now unmasked, it is as clearly
the duty of the Adwministration to prosecute
and punish, as it ia its duty to snbjngate the
rebels who are openly in arms jgfalmtt the
Government.- In the performance of this duly,
it is entitled to expect, and will doubtlesa re-
ceive, the, zealous ceoperation of trune men
everywhere, who, in ecroshing the trocnlent
foe ambushed in thé hannts of this gscret or-
der, ghould rival in courage and faithfnlness
the armies which are so nobly fustainiog our
ilag on’the battle-fields of the South.

Respectfully snbmitted.

J. Hour, Judge Advocais Genarsl.










