from the original records are carefully

proof-re d punctuation. In reported

the actual word

1 the various happen
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these happenings are,
ings Providential.

rather to call such thir

The Parson, alias

counts The Rev. Ivan Heft, Pastor,
3351 s in the Sethany Lutheran Church,
manuser 407 Bvelyn Avenue,

Louisville, Kentucky.
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In early 1929 a new

little Church in Touisv

old

y
Churc

went on,

old. (Could

And hurried

other,
"RBaptisms'

"Napolion, child

baptized June 21st,

the surnanme,

omission of

he wondered ether this could

Yes !

I

of little "Synthia, chilc

4

"These are slaves, belonging t
For more than two hours t

over the newly found

por i

0ld Church in Nelson County,

+
seat

‘ AN :
been far-Lzem the county

not far from the old Rowan H

Parson
i1l

h

. wife Phebe, borne

but in the

ATNOTINT TANT
ANUGLIGNT LANIWAF

rummaging through an old cupboard

was

e, Bentucky. One usually finds such

cupbaards . Thet would tl

ar than yellowed

and nothing

unearthed, and the Parson was becoming

only a final miscellany of papers.

that the books were record

yd 1y wondered.

books @n the

top of the page that lay open. One

May 30th, 1835" was

ent the Parson wond

being Kentucky-born,

Same

Mor

be the record of a darkey slave baptism.

; - L
re, after recording the further baptism on the same date

rus & wife lMariah"

o the estate of Amos

ntucky. ZEvidently the Church had ag®

of Bardstown, and that meant that it was

Stephen Collins Foster was a

write "y 0ld Kentucky Home". Here then
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portr:

bies brought to t

ervants

eived in full cc on of Church.....also a

then their mort:

until all be called to the resurrection of the just.
special import were t C on re ds of the critical years
be :n the St 5 was being fourht Nelson County had
presentation in the

= Sk
Yet during that Wepsthat was to bring them freedom from

darkey showed that ¥ bound to their masters by a stronger and

ir wont in pa. th still came




in their

owners' Hays'

And of all

R
e a1y

still 1 Ha 8y o1

Church records until ems i brought surnam

the records piec she story

of building of an old

building must have been a go-getter!
sSofe o7
ing, the c« 'fltl’u‘!l‘ pronounced its old log
A

building ncomfortabl In four more weeks a building fund was

pledged to the am y $26 not quite 99% of the actual cost

> evidently given

August 11th,
another congrega

Church and Wmake s




a balance of

1av ing brought in

lar must have
prosperity, for in 1849 the wage was ¢ Post-war depression

ntly set those days when

tucky
for in 185 he sum dropped to &7. 8 and 1855 brought rising
tide, $9 and
A0 4
Pemzldny at first sight was the rir the mmunion records.

Of the forty-eight com ) of September 26t Z the list begins ¢
a5 retlews,

Jemima Tutz.

Jn. Weller et uxor.
H. Streit et uxor.
D. Matheis et uxor.
John Kurtz.

+

Jas. Combs at uxor.

ne Pastor simplifies his records by substituting




uxor".

5 Aoy 1
contr recorders’

and

(_ Casander adeta. show

a smattering of classical and—Betinda

t elltheitr—own
tr: o
from
cont inue
is "buried in St. Paul's
fused to have a

churchyard, in a slience broken only by the weesping

ew the blight that /he en laid on the of thi i

of

tne

minded there hoice morsels in the old

books . e giants in those days, and v strode throurh the ancient

records. There were the circuit-riding New Market, Virginia,

who each vear rode into Ohio, then down o fentucl

and Tennessee,

and finally back home through the Carolinas; preaching, baptlzing,

¢ 4’@;-‘ W AP e Sa R

A e
echizing, confirming, and holding funeral services for those

e their last coming. There was John Jacob Tehmanowsky,

Christian, one of Napoleon's most trusted colonels, who

eror's 'va/kand there transferred his

pend the last of his four-score

e

r

of the cross

him. But the old Church obsessed him. He wrote to a friend, and the

friend wrote back, M'here is nothing there now,"

(:gifd.

con L)
And the Parson was Ayt




quarter
ville
church in Nelson County then. ut now it was no
Jjopression was on, and a ninety mile round trip cost money, the Parson
1

not ro to Nelson County to investigate. But he loved the old Church,

would

and its old brick Church.
regation b

Noubt less it 5 even older. What a

n four years after the f ng of the records an
heard of St. Paul's

Lutheran Chur \elson County?" And without givi opportunity for

Awbly > e S (227
en_answer he we wit h story. S days preysems a young lady

rd him speak the word "Lutheran", and paused to tell
him that she had been baptized in a Lutheran Church. ™ ..No, not in
s
Louisville; in Nelson County. es, the is a Church there, a very
Lo

old one. gt A d the friend told the Parson that on the Sunday immediately
following, the young lady and he went for dinner to the youns lady's

ter who lived near the Church, and thence to the Church itself.

1 . < . -
And neighborhood folk said that it was a hundred years old! Then d_‘yﬂ—fi,j’

&3-his friend what.he knew of St. Paul's Lutheran Church

of Nelson County® And he concluded,>"Please tell Miss Katie to write

her sister that she will have two guests for dinner this coming Sunday

A [ o s

glso." G o u g ; )

(,\\LL,\\‘\M("‘
)

The dinner What was set before the Parson and his—friend was all
"

that Kentucky hospitality coufd provide. But the Parson's thoughts were




that it was falling
over,

the Parson walk had been called

Lutheran Lane. roof gleaming thitough the trees, and never

pilerim of old in enraptured gaze upon the Bternal

stirr than the hen he entered the ancient

whereon thou : st is holy ground."

within him

2 g 14 i
when he stood the ruined Church he saw not so much the gaping

holes in the roof, nor n floor, nor the fallen altar, nor the
that

nests wheee the birds had built #d# in fulfidment of Scripture. There

>re those rkies had khelt for their baptism. There wes—where

nowsky had stood. Could that ##% be the stove

And hurriedly the Parson noted that there

save thanks for the old Church. I e not the ancient landmark)'"welled

up within him. And he vowed th buying a parcel of

ground to erect a monument, he would bend every energy to restoring

st glorious monument. Ileanwhile, rumor had spread through the

most

ghborhood# and a crowd was gathering. Without the prompt ing

it, someone asked whether there couldn't be preachin'.

Gonereration sat on rich bluegrass, in cool shade and beside century-old

. wu i
tombstones, the eternal Gospel was once more

proclaimed on the sacred

ground .
On the way bsek to Louisville the Parson's friend reached in

pocketyand=eaid, "I am selfish enough to want to be the first to give

P ol
toward the restoration DHh'a*ﬂd“’v‘hm‘-@h)" The following Sunday the

Parson told his Bethany folk of the finding of the old Church, of their

twenty~-five year old obligation thereto, and of the dollar already ziven.

That Rethany congregation wave was mostly in pennies and nickels, for those

depression days were bitter. But when the offering was cownted, and a
v 3 %




jounce, ™Mfe have $#.00 toward

"One hundred ye

take up the first general

that was planned."

Jentennial of the Bornerstone-lay How providential

e ¢ :d been discovered just in time - less than three

beforeha n ¢ Indian summer Banday in late October such

alone a long caravan of automobiles set

wal Pilgrimage to t old shrine. Some

Louisvil lelson andaadjoining

the throng

1 the old record books.
4

into the Church a

hundr feet and totaling

the receipt of one Peter Bugher "for bildin th
in full"' There was the report of the building

superintendents that the building cost 3265.06, which cost would have ‘

een more than $3,000.00 in 1933. There was the old building fund

of the pledges bein rchandise, and one
5

pledrs heing mawked "paid with two old hats"), And the congregation sang,

"I Loge Thy Zion, Lord," and it gave a century offering. And the money

wes used toward restoring the roof on the Church.

Still the Parson was to find a surviving

member of the old co Bu ilig iry in the neighborhood

and advertising in The Kentucky Standard of Bardstown brought only

disappointment . One day a neighbor to the Church said, "Go to Aunt Josis's

on Short @irhth Street in Louisville. Grandma Blizabeth Wimsatt is with

her now. liaybe she is still a member." And with stark simplicity she

added, "In September when her husband was buried, she cried, and asked

them to lead her to the Church so that she could put her hand on it once




Grandma, lovely in gray hair and with the
indnéss of old age ings Grandma was "proud" to
atically s affirmed that never had been
ember of any other Church. he joined the Church
or twenty, and she was born in '47. Her maiden
Shehon. The Pa L W , home and looked at the old records.
his heart sank. For no Rlizabeth Shehon was recorded as
"sixties. The only S n of that period
disappointments
from his desk.

rhth Street. '"Grandma,"

"what is your full maiden mame?" ( s replied, "Rebecca
Shehon"!
came to pas hat on December 23rd, 1933, ere sat with
and gr an.d_dauzthter and great-grandson, and also the
with ¢ er friend. The Parson had explained his idea to Grandma,
7
answer had been to shed tears of joy. And now the lawyer was
his document whereby the old Nelson County congreg the
younger Louisville congregation would be legal rged, and the property
both become the property of the merged congreration. Thus also would
of both live on in the merged congregation. Carefully the
lawyer read, and carefully Grandme
the lawyer said, "Grandma, by law I must ask you if you undetsta

Y

is that you are about to sign." Orandma cleared her throat. '"Yes,

I know what it mear Tt means that my husband's ve will be taken

care of an d so will mine when I die. And my Church will be restored
there will again be preaching in it." ith choking voice

ghty-foutth Psadm. The lawyer off . prayer

wrought with emotion. And then the daughter and granddaughter witnessed
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All gquotations i the original records are carefully
for spelling 1 punctuation.
actual words of: the
And the various happenings, and the emotions consequent thereto, are
«
truly and faithfully recorded.
Amaz y coincidental

2

long since learned rath

Parson, alias

nanuscript

3350 to 3360 The Rev. Ivan Heft, Pastor,

words . Bethany Lutheran Church,
407 Evelyn Avenue,

Louisville, Kentucky.




arly hours with the the Parson got a

vivid mental pieture of Church, d that picture

h his living

4

the relationship of the darkey slaves to

1as ters «+r~-the ot only were tiny slave babies brought to their

mptisms, but so also were adult slaves.

*r~-faet Indeed, in the

siord:,

listed.

the mother &f little

S

with their masters,

salvaetion.

"Napolion",

and

e

Nor were these dusky m

of
Doubt
apparently

protracted

me
ect

nestate

And

—troﬂ

, "Bervants

less "Phebe" who became

1 darkeys came to Church

with them tk ame way of

on the of May 1843"

eting

ion the Church?....also

Kurtz sr? Decd Named Daniel."

une from COnr‘l‘e.ﬂ:;ut]_nl’} discipline, f‘nr

after the name of Lewis Chsistopher's Jane is noted "Dismised™, and then

"receivd again", ArA these dagkeys communed with their masters at the

Lord, And when they fell into their eternal sl

eep

they were brought to the Church as were their masters, a#@ there their

2

funerals were "preached ", remains laid gently to rest

the old churchyard, their loved white folks until all

called to the r of the just.

years

Of especial import were the =
Y CAvad
[ Vg Vi o

communion records of the
en the States wt g fought. \V{te}' during that War *h &

critical
Rad i3 Ayt fa HoR vww TRA

the War betw

«'rrf_),i,w S
was to brine tHem freedom from bondage, these daekeys showed that

they were bound to their masters by a stronger and holier bon’?) @And

as had been their wont in years past they still<came to the same Tord's

Supper with their owners. So also did they continue in years after
the War, but vath now a difference. Before and during the War they

were listed as possessions. It was H David, and Bard's Hary and

Harvey's Allen. But after the War they are listed in their own surnames,

and the surnames are those of their former owners! avid becomes
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other
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old Church 1 "make sale of such materials as would not be wanted

hat the
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STS

ation t

church," And the record of August 12th duly

-
accordi opointment. The old

7

13

was first taken down; and the the materials above specified,

T M S
were exposed to public .'! On October 23rd

a

the cornesstone was laic Anc 1 v 4th the twe new Church

2 g v
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But svery

rec or%s;unt il ems

12t

toward a "snake rail fence, properly sta idered", and many

of "100 rails & 22 stakes'" were made, whils others gave

toward the ironware for the sates. And a cast iron wood-burning stove
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through the
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mightier Captain and—s
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you eve

what he

O} £ 7 C ! 353
Church of Nelsc Uount And he conclude
will havs two g

The dinner that was set before

was all that Sentucky hospitality could provide.

half mile away. he frie had daid
What would it ok like? At long

d the road that for
he ‘saw
on, 2 roof gleamige

rim of old in his first enraptured

an the Parson. When he entered

the ancient rate a Voice within him said, "The place whereon thou standest

is holy ground." And when he stood within the ruined Church his—own




Yow-lovaly-are v dwell 0 Lord of hosts.™

so much the gaping iy 1e roof'y, nor the sunken floor,

> bards had bui

fall of 1835?%

the ancient
glor ious
orhood and
s prompting it, someone
And while the congregation
in cool shade and beside century-old tombstones,

z

ternal Gospel was once more procla sround .

way back to Louisville the Pars: : reached

-

in his vpocket and said, "I 1 gelfish enourh to want to gi¥e be the first
to give toward the restoration of the old Church," k‘w:j&, e following
Sunday the Parson told his Bethany folk of the £ i of the 0ld “hurch,
of their twenty-five year old obligation thereto, and of the dollar
already give What Bethany cc 3 was mostly in pennies and
nickels, for these depressi days we i But when the offering

was counted, a a few pennies added, the Parson could amounce, " e

have £5.00 toward restorins the old Church." And then he added, "One

-
hundred yvears ago today the old conegr A’t1'01"1 decided to tear down its

. e
o o /"‘5' CaaL S Cmn ek,
old log building. One hundred years later we take up the first general

offering to restors the building that was planned."

=L

r came the Centennial of the Laying of the




been disvov:
an Ind ian sum d ate r such as
a loneg carai
Louisville on the First Annual lgrimage to t
800 folk from Louisville made the jomrney, and
counties swe it ong The Farson showed them the old record
lumber that went into
illings per hundred feet
one Petar Bugher
report
f the ing superinte 3 b the building cost $265.06,
paid
=7 and one pledge of $2.00 being mark "paid wi
ation sang, "I Love Lord,
century of’ i1 And the
on the “hurch.

§till the Parson was

N’
surviving member of the old cc > diligent inquiry in the

neirhborhood and advertisins in t, 3tandar r Bardstovwn
brought no—reswits. One day I s Chu d, "Go to
Aunt Josie's on Short Eighth et in Lou Grandma Rlizabeth

att is with her now. Maybe is still a member."

)licity she added, "In September when her husband v
cried, and asked them to lead her to the Church so that she could
(Lw(' her hand on it once more before she died,"

The Parson found Gran , lovely i er gray hair and with

the serenity that the blindness of old age brings. randma. was "proud "
to see the preacher. Emphatically she affirmed that she never had been

and never could er a member of any other Church. She joined the Church

when she was nineteen or twenty, and she was born in '47. Her na iden




rson went hom

Shehon of t

confirmed on November 18, 18¢ Of all disappointments

that on

1

ddaughter and great-g
riend. Thse Pe on had
of joy. And now
Nelson Cou
congregation and the youns Louisville conpgregation would be
erged, and the property of become the propesrty of the
congregation. ol hus would the life of both live on in the
congregation.
listened. it he 1’irzisl'1ef‘4)t,f
ask you if you understand what it is you are about to sign,"
It means
care of and so will mine when I
die. And my Church will 1 estored and kept, and there will again
be preaching in it," With choking voice t Parson read the eirhtv-fourth
5 lawyer of f“ered a prayer wrought with emotion. And then
the daughter
riting the name and t} latter guiding the aged
Cross.
AT el

X >
The next night the Bethany carolers sang to Grandr

Xroudly she explained to the neighbors, "They're singers from my

n

And at the Midnight Service that followed the caroling, jMe

Church,
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Saviour Who redeemed him.

walls stand

lays W 1 they were ilt The 0ld records supple

that the old tombstones

3
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as she lives, the Bet!l s will come to her before the

Service of e, and that

Parson will unfaili following

norning .







In early 1929 a new Parson was rammaging throurgh an old cupboard

little Chur

things in G he search went on, and nothing

A )\
day School records had—bzen unearthed, 6+

P ~ L roir) Y R AN

1 miscellany of papers, and—there~iay

N

from the style i books were record
conditién of the leathe nd i i that they were very
Could they be a hundred ycar 1d ? itedly wonder
[0
dly dropping to one knee and 1pport books on the
topmost boo
/M ih-was-reeeorded
"
"borne™ May 30th, 1835
was baptized June 21lst, 1835. 2 moment the Parson wondered at the
omission of ti ) me, but in t ne moment,, bring Kentucky-born,
he wondered whether th could be the record of a darkey slave baptism.

ves! TFor there, after recording the further baptism offi the same date

" )
of little Synthia, child of Syrus & wife Mariah the notation:
5 N ’

20°

"hese are slaves, belonging to the estate of Am
e than two hours the Parson remained in his strained position,
poring over hhe newly found treasure. The books
an old Church in Nelson County, Lentucky. &vidently it had not been
r Prom the county seat of Bardstown, and that meant that it was
the old Rowan Home where Stephen u',,llvi.ns Foster was a
nspired to write "Wy 0ld Xentucky Fome". Here
then was a Church, long antedating the writine of the immortal

300

composer’ sterpisce, whose folk lived t'ne/].ij’e that the deathless

song portrayed.
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For during the War tl i brought them freedom from bondage, these
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and as had been their wont in pas i1l came to the same

With stark
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Lord's Supper with their masters. o alsc id they continue for

after thet the War, but with a difference’! Before and during




own surnam
s Mary becor
of all the darkies in e old Church, only one did not take
was listed as a possession. Harvey's Allen became Allen Bard.
Could it be, the Parson wondered, that Allen had formerly belonred to the
Bards and out of an old affection had ken their name preference to his
present owner?
And out e old records one pi S5t ¢ of the buidlign of an old brick
church. F faithful ones built 8 £ their Jesusalen.

building, one George Yeage st go-gett

ter'

han month after he c sto-the-s song tl c egation, in

stated meeting, solem pronoun i present log building "uncomfortable".
In another month a building fund was vote Tn another month pledges totaled
! S
e
.,.:’)‘2';/;‘, alzost of the actual cost of the proposed building. On the

Sundav of July, 1833, a congregational meeting decided to hold another
congregational
and the record duly states that said cong: ional meeting held, the

old los Church torn down, the timbers needed for the new Church set aside,
and the rest of the material "was expos to public vendue but none was sold"!
On October 23 the cornerstone was id, and on the following llay 4th the new

Church was solemnly dedice 1 to Cod, the2"building superintendents" repgfting
B

that not one cent was owing to any contractor or laborer.

. : {25
Leraesting treasures the old Y‘ZIM,J",{E contained. There were giants in

L aonds i
those days, and they strode through the ancient beo®s . There were the

circuit-riding Henkels o w llarket, Virminia, who each year rode theeuwsh into
Ohio, and then down into Kentucky and Tennessee, and back home through the
Carolinas, preaching, baptizing, catechizing, confirming, and holding funeral

services bhe for those deceased since their last coming. There was John Jacob




anows¥y,
colonels, who after his eiperor’
mirghtier Captain and spen

a missionary of the cross in the he Parson, but

the 1life of the old coneregation gripped him, and the old brick Chur

him. Was it sti > He wrote to a friend, who wrote back,

S b N = 8 2 2 - b = [
(VSN Ql A Weag e . (o 3 S REVE "B)‘J{ b . e )
Since there was no longer anythi there in Nelson County, and since the

nothing there now," And the Parson was crushed. 3ubt-he-lowed-the-eld-Chureh
v;'}vl‘.xw 7 sy
deprossion was on and a ninety mile round trip cost money, the Parson did
not go to Nelson County to i igat still loved the old ‘hurch,
and he vowed that some day he would find enow monay to buy a wee parcel
of ground nea he old site of e old Church that site of course to b
L e it chmor L wve ab o
Almost four years later annintimate friend asked, "Have you ever heard of
Paul's Lutheran Church of N on County?" And befere while the Parson
i€ching to tell what he knew, the friend rambled on and on. Six days
a young lady who was in his office #m-pe heard him speak the word "Lutheran "
and ®sed to tell him that - had beor baptized in a Iuthsran Church. No,
not in Touisville; in Nelson County. Yes, there's a Church there, a very old

for
one. And the friend told the Parson that the youns lady and he went on Sunday

dinner
to the young lady's sister who lives near the Church, and thence to the Church
itself. And neighborhood folk say the it is a hundred years old! "Please
toll Miss Katie," said the Parson, "to write her sister that she will have
two guests for dinner this coming Sunday also,"
The dinner was all that Kentucky hospitality could orovide. But the Parson's

thoughts, were on a building a half m at would it look

friend .said that it was falling into decay. At lonz last the Parson walked

the road that for elaven decadds had been called Y, utheran Lans. And soon

roof gdeaming through the trees, and never was pilgrim of old in

First enraptured geze upon the RBternal City more stirred than the Parson.




he entered the ancient gate a Voice within him sa e ple vhereon

ground." And when he stood 1 the ruined Church

How lovely are Thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts." And
not the gaping } the r nor the sunken floor, nor

altar, nor the the bi had built in fulfilment

Hurrisdly the
no slave go
their masters. Othere were witl > Pe C but he bowed his head and gave

thanks for the old Church. 10ve not 186 ancient landmark," sounded within

that now, instead of buying a parcel of

him, and he vowed
a monument, he would bend every enegry to restoring this most glorious
monument . lMeanwhile, rumor [ 5 d throt he neighborhood and a crowd

's prompting it, someone ask

was gathering. Without the Parson
there couldn't be preachin' i } songreration sat on rich

in cool shade and beside century old tombstones, the eternal Gospel

more proclaimed on the sacred ground.

What were the records doing in Bethany Church of I uisvill -he Parson wondered. A search
of~thentyAfifd-rennd old minutes revealed that Synod had,a quarter of a century
ago, entrusted the care of the old Church to the Louisville congregation. But
now there was no longer anything there. And since the depression was on% and
a ninety mile round trip cost money, the Parson did not go to Nelson Uounty
to investisate. BRut he still loved the old Church, and he vowed that some
day he would find out where it had stood, and would purchase near by a wee

near by,
parcel of ground and erect a commemorative tablet.to the old congregation
and its old brick Church.
On the way back to Louisville the friend, lr. David Ztheridge, geié reached

1

in his pocket and sai : m fish enough to want to be the girst to give ,

\ . 1 ' 1 5
toward thefirst—dollme toward the restoration of the Churchl" 1@ on the

following Sunday the Parson told his Bethany pespte folk of the finding of

the old Church, of their twenty-five year old obligation thereto, and resnesied




dollar already given. at Bethany c ation g was mostly
1s, for those depression days were bitter. But when it
w additional pennies added, the Parson could announce,
35.00 toward restoring the old Church."  And then he added, "One
d congregation decided to tear down its old

hundred years ago today the ol

log building. One hundred years later we take up the first general offering

of the laying of the Cornerstonw On an Indian
alone can give, a long caravan of
automobiles set out from Louisvill X irst Annual

41 .

0ld shrine. Some 600 folk from the journey,

ajoining counties swelled the throng I arson vhowed them e old record

books . He showe e f the dr m ent into the Church

a hundred years ago, itemized ir 11lings per hundred feet and totaling "$24.98%4".

There was the receipt of one Peter Bugher "for bildin th luteran meetin Hous in

£utitt . Hhg e e report of the building superintendents that the building
0 f / y T8 732

P VAR o =AY e AN, T 5 0,00 /

sost $265.06¢, There were the pledges toward the "shake rail fenee, properly
i 3 . 5 5 2 3
staked and ridered", “‘.os"élw in terms of 100 rails and 22 stakes. There was the
;
3 5 ) . - > = 3 ¥ G
0ld building fund pledge list, s-wajerity-~ef-pledses~-b B e HmbSRRE—k—f- ONE
pledee for #2 being marked "paid with two old hats™! And the congregation

sang "I love Thy Zion, Lord," and it gave af century offering, and the money

was used toward restoring the roof on the Church.

——jgstill the Parson was not satisfied. He wanted to find a surviving

mber of the old congregation. But diligent inguiry in the neighborhdod

and advertising in the Kentucky Standard of Bardstown brought no results.

PV, 4

AR /A : ] Y :
One day/a neighbor to the €hurch said, "Go to Aunt Josie Hedge's on Short
908
hth Street in Louisville. ) ,\.imsa‘tt is with her now. MMaybe she
still a member,"

The Parson found Grandma, lovely in her gray hair and with the serenity

that the blindness of old age brings. Grandma was'proud" to see the preaacher.




never could be a
> joined the whe was nineteen
or twenty, and wa.s born in '47. Her
Parson went home and at the old re
in-his—hand;-and-then_los¥.
as joining in the '60's. The one in th
not do. The only Shehon in the '60's was a Rebecca, confirmed
on Wovember 18, 1866. Weuird Of all disappointm 3. LHig Y he bitterest.
up from his desk 1 nked his lodel T
and hurried back to Short E h Strec ) and m he askec what is your
FULL
And so it came pass that ¢ g ber 23rd, 1933, there sat with CGrandma
her daughter ! 155 v £ and the Parson with a
lawyer friend The I his idea t¢ 1 and h answer
to shed tears of joy. awye here wi 5 nent
0ld Nelson County congregation and the younger Louisville

would be ally merged, and the property of both t the property
)

e o
L

merped conegregation. (Thus would ¢ ife of the older liva‘, on in
e 093 LAY

‘ully the lawyer read the document to Grandma and carefully she listened.
Grandma, ! law I must ask you if you understand what
that yvou are about to sign." Grandma cleared her throat. "yes, I know
means . It means that my husband's grave w taken care of and
so will mine when I die. And my Church will b tore kept, and
there will again be preaching in it W choking voice the Parson read
the eighty-fourth Psalm. he lawyer offered a prayer wroguth witl notion.
And then the daughter and granddauthger witnessed Grandma's signature, the

the name and the latter puiding the aged hand in making its @

ndson looked on in earnest \rrf.)!lﬂ.er-/?"j]xe next night

—-The-next-nizht the Batheny Christmas carolers sanz to Grandma. And at

the 1idnicht Service that followed the congregation was told that the merger




once took

o1

r nearest Bovember 18th,
rovidence that, through Grandma

oric TLutheran

Church is not y complstely restored.

P

tions were laid in faith wil

iming of aith ofnthe fat!l Some day the
corner . of C d where the old slave

dow over the

dearly, and their heaver
ver the alter will portraj

alse=be

Bethany ca
=

mve, through storm and blizzard if be, and that th arson will unfa

bpine her Christmas communion the following morning.




tions £ carefully

proof~-read f spelling and punctr ion In reported conversations

the actual words of the spe are used, though at times condensed.

various happenings, tions consequent thereto, are
truly and faithfully >orded .

Amazingly coinc

since learned

Parson, alias

The Rev. Ivan Heft, Pastor,
Bethany Lutheran Church,
407 Tvelyn Avenue,

Louisville, Kentu

- 5 Il WSW""T crnis Mras Tl
3360 wods Qe







Bard

where Stephen Collins




Cought «

4 eyaapy
1 QGars.

been their v




buildine







4

trusted







PAGE(S)

MISSING




on it once
Parson found Grandma, lovely vith the
of 0ld age "proud" to

renity that the blindness

never had been

preach

And onc:

T the Par










dalade, Mart h*/,
V,&oc, ie, Jat

Simmons' Ann; Ann Simmons; Hays' David; v Also one coul
elinda, liahala man of Geor

(Alias Casander \“,,lso"nﬂru, Lucinda, Artemisgia,l® i ter,? Named Captain.Ci

One Sister Susan whe arte his life a 1g age of 72
a cincer christian.

3 a.s
au_,,u

APTON .

Deposed. Died May 8th 1867 and buried in St. Pa rgraveyard by his request.

No funeral. used to have a funeral

like to

The following numbering e planatory: in a communion record
The following numbering Jemim& Lutz -
in a communion record,of'35 Jn. Weller et uxor -
while unusual, need not 9e H, u+ reit et uxor -
be puzzling; ‘ D, Matheis et uxor -
embeJohn Kubtz
bs et uxor

post-war periods of normalcy, ';‘Jros"writv and der sion may
from annual salaries of the xestons. |
red $3.75. :‘or 1845 Samuel Wiseheart received
rought $6, 1849:$8 Post-waer depression may ha

e

year
1852 '31‘0“\17'ht but $7. But 1854 and 1855 pespecbrought rising tide,
for respectively they paid the faithful sexton $9 and $9.08.




