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DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS RELIEF
STATES WAS BEEN AOMINISTERED

POOR RELIEF LAWS AND IN PART UNDER EMERGENCY RE-
LIEF LEGISLATION. THE RAPID INCREASE IN LEGISLA—
TIOK OF THE LATTER TYPE AMD IN THE AMOUNT OF FUNDS
DISBURSED THROUGH EMERGENCY AGENCIES WAS GIVEN
THIS EMERGENCY LEGISLATION A TEMPORARY IMPORTACE
WHICK HAS TENDED TO OVERSHADON THE POOR LAWS 0=
GESTED 1N THIS REPORT.

I wost

HONEVER , THE POOR RELIEF LAWS WERE SUMMARIZED
ARE THOSE UPON WHICH THE STATES WOULD WAVE TO RELY
IF THE 1% PROVIS I0KS FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF WERE 015
CONTINUED ANO WO STEPS WERE TAKEW TO ENACT FUR=

THER LEGISLATION IN THE GENERAL RELIEF FIELD. Be

CAUSE SOME STATES STILL RETAIN THEIR EMERGENCY AE—
LIEF SYSTEWS THE LANS WERE OIGESTED 0O NOT ALWAYS
PROVIOE A COMPLETE PICTURE OF THE LEGISLATIVE 9A—
SIS FOR AELIEF TO THE AES1DUAL LoAD (1-€.
LIGF LOKD NOT AIDEO BY CATEGOR ICAL ASS ISTANCE—AID.
BLIND ASSISTANCE, OLD AGE
ReLiEr).

TO DEPENDENT CHILOREN,
ASSISTAKCE ANO VETERAN

UNTIL 1931 THE ONLY PROVISIONS In ThE STATES

MORE NEARLY TO WEET PRESENT DAY NEEDS.

WiTH THE OEPRESSION CAME EMERGENCY OR UNEM=
PLOYMENT RELIEF. TWe PRACTICAL EFFECT OF ThE E—
ACTUENT OF EMERGENCY

THE POOR LAWS INOPERAT IvE

oicTioNs. TE BURDEN oF

GREAT A LOAD TO 8E ADEQUATELY CARRIED BY
MOREOVER, 1T WAS UNDESIRABLE TO CLASSIFY AS PAU=
PERS LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE WHO NEEDED PUBLIC
CHARITY THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR OWN.

The
sates
THE SYSTEM OF POOR RELIEF;
STILL LEGALLY In EFFeCT.

EMERGENCY RELIEF LEGISLATION 1N MoST
15 THEORET ICALLY SEPARATE AND 0IST INCT FROM
ANO. THE POOR LANS ARE

" Howeven, THE PRESENT

PaeraReo oY Ro

PREFACE

oeRT C.

PERI100 1S ONE OF TRANSITION; SOME STATES HAVE RE=
TAINED THE EMERGENCY ASPECTS OF THEIR PROGRAM
WHILE OTHERS HAVE WERGED THEIR EMERGENCY ORGANI=
ZATIONS INTO PERMANENT AGENCIES, ANO STILL OTHERS

THE DIGESTING OF THESE STATE POOR LAWS WAS OEEN
EXCEED INGLY DIFF ICULT .

LOCAL RESPONS 1B1LITY MAS ALRAYS BEEN A CHAR

FIRMLY INBEODED IN OUR POOR RELIEF SYSTEM.

I THE PRESENTATION OF THE MATERIAL, THE CAP:
TIONS USED ARE FOR THE MOST PART SELF=EXPLANATORY.
THE COLUMN "EFFECT ON STATUS® WAS BEEN INCLUDED
TO INDICATE WHAT, IF ANY, RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP
ARE AFFECTED 8Y THE RECEIVING OF POOR RELIEF.
UNDER "F INANC IAL PROVIS 10KS® The CoLuMN "POLITICAL
UNIT FIXANCING RELIEF® SHOWS WHAT POLITICAL UKIT
1S INITIALLY RESPONS IBLE FOR FINANCING THE RELIEF
GRANTED. THE COLUMN *PROVIS 10KS FOR RE IMBURSEME NT®
INOICATES TOWHAT EXTENT THE UNIT wiTH
SPONSIBILITY MAY BE REIMBURSED Y ANOTHER UNIT
LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE. THE THIRD SUBDIV 151 ON "SOURCE.
OF FUNOS® SWOWS TE UNIT AND THE SOURCE UTILIZED
BY THAT UNIT TO FINAKCE THE RELIEF GRANTED.

1K MAKING THIS DIGEST THE COMPILERS WAVE FOL=
LOKED A5 CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE THE TEAMINOLOGY USED
1N THE PARTICULAR STATUTES AMALTZED. THiS PLAN

FOLLOWED BECAUSE ANY ATTEMPT TO GAIN UNIFORMITY
WOULD WATERIALLY INCREASE THE POSSI81LITY OF ERROR
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