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A COMPLETE HISTORY

OF THE

Election in the State of Kentucky,

ATGUST 3D, 1863.
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The following address of a committee in behalf of the Democratic party of
Kentucky, fully sustained as it is, by convineing eyidence, will no doubt arrest the
aftention of the people of the Confederate States.

The gentlemen composing the committee, are reputed-and known as statesmen
of commanding talents and influence, and are the exponents of a large party,
which, umtil last summer, had voted andsacted with the Union or Lincoln party.
The secession of this party from the Federal administration will powerfully reduce
the popular force of the Lincoln supporters in that State. Independent of this
séism in the Federal party, there never has been a doubt, that the Southern-rights
party of that State, with an honest and unterrified vote; would carry any general
election by an overwhelming majority.

The documentary proof appended to the address cannot fail to impress convic-
tion on évery fair‘mind, that the Fxecntive, Legislative and Judieial elections of
Kentucky were constrained and dictated by' a military despotism, and are gross
violations of the Constitution und laws of that State. '

If this new and powerful party will act with the spirit and manhood of freemen,
Kentucky will break the chais which now shackle her, and redeem her from the
yeproach of & tame submission to a despotism which crushes her personal and
lu'rlft'l.l';L. liberties,




ADDRESH,

An Addyess to Lhe People and Congress of the [United States:

[n responseto numerous inguiries addressed to: us from every quarter, we
ask leave to su!mit to the people of the United States the following paperin ex-
planation of th® canvass which preceded the recent election in Kentucky, and of
the causes which led to its most unexpected result—ubexpected not 80 much by

. ourselves, who had from sad experience already learned the extreme and desperate
character of the measures that would be resorted to by the Administration party
to suppress the voice of our people, as by those of you who, liffing in less trou-
bled regions, had not realized the exteut to which a determination to retain power
would lead its possessors,

In the last days of August, 1862, the Hon. Beriah Magofin resig ed his office as
Governor of the State of Kentucky. From cauges into which it is not neces-
sary now to enter, he had incurred the suspicion of a great majority of the Union
party, and through the Legislature they had succeeded in divesting him of all real
.power in the Government. The Executive control of the State had rapidly fallen
into the hands of the military officers of the United States, and for months the
people hid been subject to martial law in all its oppressiveness, without its decla-
ration in form. Under these circumstances, and for the purpose of relieving the
people, and especially that portion of them kunown as “Southern-Rights Men,”
who had been the peculiar objects of persecution, Mr. Magofiin, in: & published
letter, declared his willinghess toresign whenever he could be assured of the
election of a successor of conservative views, who, commanding the confidence at
the same time of the Administration at Washington and of the people of Ken-
tucky, would be able and willing to secure every peaceful citizen in the exercise of
the righta guaranteed to him by the Constitution and laws. The Hon. Jas.
F. Robinson, then a member of the Senate, was indicated to him, and he
congented to resign in his favor, Then the Spenker of the Senate resigned,
and Mr. Robinson having been elected in his stead, became by virtie of his office
the acting Governor of the State upon the resignation of Mr. Magoffin, The new
Governor was, from the beginning, fully informed of the character and purpose
of the negotiation which paved the way to his succession, and he enterad upcn
the discharge of his duties with the best wishes of the great mass of our people.

These events gave rise to the-most pleasing anticipations, which were sirength-
cned by the first acts of the new regime. Early in September the State was in-
vaded by Oonfederate troops, who held possession for six weeks of the greater

" portion of its territory. The people, content with, and hopeful of the new order
of things, gave them little encouragement and but few recruits, so that hy ihe first
of November they were driven from our borders. But, contrary to all our hopes,
w inter brought with it a renewal of military government; orders issuing from
military officers of every grade, imposed daily more stringent regulations upon our
commerce with other loyal 8tates ; wider signification was given to the term dis-
loyal, ‘by which the victims were marked out for oppression; arrests without
warrant and imprisonment without trial became once more the established system
of justice; the property of suspected persons was again seized and Hp]]r(}p;'in,“‘l_l

' to the use of the army without compensation ; the eivil power wae of course to be
not more effective in the hands of Mr. Robinson thax in shose of his predecessof,
and spring found. the rights of person and property even move insecure than in
the darkest hours of' the previous year, ° \ ;

The Legislature, composed mainly of the personal and political friends of Gov-
ernor ‘Robinson, during their session in the winter, had passed resohitions of a
strong‘ly conservative character, in which they declared, among other things:

1. That our institutions are assailed by an armed rebellion on one gide, which
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can only be met by the sword, and on the other by unconstitutional acts of Con-
gress and startling usurpations of power by the Executive, which we have seen
by experience ean be corrected by the ballot-liox,
v ' 2 9. That Kentucky is and ever has been loyal to the Government of. the United
| tates. :

8. That we recognize a manifest difference. between any administration of the
~ Government and the Government itself,
. 4. Solemnly protests agaivst the emancipation proclamation as unwise, uncon-
L stitutional and void. : a

5. That the power recently assumed by the President, whereby, under the guise
i of military necessity, he has proclaimed and extended martial law over States

£ \ where war does not exist, and has suspended the writ of Aafeas corpus, is nnwar-
i ; i ranted by ‘the Constitution, and its tendency is to subordinate civil to military
u B autherity, and to subvert constitutional and free government.

5 » 8. That Kentucky will adhere to the Constitution and the Union as the best,
g o and, it may be, the last hope of popular freedom.

'1. iy 9. Hails with manifest pleasure the recent manifestation of conservative senti-

| ment among the people of the non-slaveholding States.

s 10. Recommends the call of a National Convention to propose amendments to
& the Constitution. Ay {2

K 1].: I?ecl‘n.res that the laws of.' this State must be mainfained and enforced, and
al that it is the duty of the II:O:_lsl,l_tuted authorities of the St:ﬂ.u to see toit that by
| all constitutional means this indispensable end shall be attained,

5 These resolutions were signed and approved by the Governor. ;

= In F.uhruury, the Central Co‘mm'lLtcu_ol the Democratic party, appointed some
i3 S years sinco uudcr. its old organization, issued a call for a Convention to meet in
v '), Frunk!urn to nominate candidates (or the various offices to be f:llcnl ab the August
';d o election.  With this call we had no cennection, and we neither H,H[.'Itldcll the
. P meeting nor approved of its expeeted action. Upon its assemblage, and before

at | any bll:-\lnf:.’-n had [:.trs‘.n ll'!llll.“sﬂ.l'l,l,'d‘ 1.!}0 meeling was |11|$.]|-\|'5:ql’]ti. h.\'l Col. Gilbert, then
eo- B commanding a regiment of Unlted States troops at Frankfort. -

of | The Convention of .the so-called “ Union Demoeratic” party met in Louisville
o | on the 18th of March. One of their first acts was to refuse a hearing to a North-
he ern Democrat—the Hon, Mr. Cravens, of Indiana—a member of the great party
ied, l whose mnmhrﬁtntmnj of conservative sentiment had so rvur-ml_;.' been hailed with
fice [ pleasure by the Legislature. They readopted as part of their platform: all the
o A= resolutions passed by the Legislature, and nominated as their candidate the Hon,
M g I Bell. After long hesitation, Mr. Bell declined the candidacy, and the Cen-
.I‘-i-'” _ tral Committee of his party substituted in his :‘;ngul ,ﬂr. Brm!}[ctir\, who had been
i | " the frequent recipient of office from the Administration, and had been generally
gth- [ pegarded as a supporter of its policy. .

3in- 8 Unrder these circumstances, and early in the month of June, a letter was writ-
ater 2= tén by one of ug residing in the interior of the State to another residing in
rder W Liouisville, in which it was suggested that a meeting of the conservative Union
first men should be called for the purpose of consultation as to the proper course to be
ypes, ¥ pursued by them.

from I Before our meeting was held, Mr. Bramlette had already taken the stump, and
nour though the newspapers of his party exercised a prudent cantion in refraining from
1 dis- publishing a report.or even a notice of his speeches, we 'wera not without infor-
thout mation of their character. The platform of that party to which he owed his
stem S homination donounced as startling usurpations of power the mspension of the
qated Wit of habeas corpus and the extension of martial law over States where war did
to be thot exist. We learned that, on the contrary, Mr. Bramlette maintained in argu-
essor, iment the rightfulness of these measures. The platform denounced the emancipi-
i in on proclamation as unwise, unconstitutional and void. Mr. Bramlette contended

fhiat it was valid as a war measure, though he regarded it as impolitie. The

“Fov- latform hailed with pleasure the recent manifestations of conservative sentiment

of a SNt the North, while Mr. Bramlette denounced those whom he derisively termed
i , --Bnnstitlllrimml Union men fuite as violently as the Secessionists, and, finally, he
which “Slireatened with the tender mevcies of the provost marshal all such malignants ag
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should pervepsely refuse to vote for him, even though he was without a com-
petitor.

Under these circumstances, it will surprise no one that on meeting we found
ourselves agreed in approving, with some euepbmnq the -resolutions of the
“Union Democratic' (,onwntmn but equally agreed in distrusting the sincerity
of the men by whom the resolutions: had been udo;)t.ed and particularly of the
candidate by whom, if at all, they were to be enforced. We, ‘therefore, de-
termined to present a ticket in opposition, and agreeing without difficulty upon
the principles by which our candidate should be guided,)we addressed to the Hon,
Otfirles A. Wickliffe the letter which will be found'in our appendix, marked No. 1,
That letter fully explains our purpose and our policy. * Whether: they were ** dis-
loyal” in any sense of that much abused term, we leave to every candid reader to
determine for himself.

“Mr. Wickliffe in & published letter expressed his hcnrtv congurrence in our
views. He accepted with reluctance the position we bad assigned him, and we
proceeded to place a full ticket in the field. Few did more than Mr. Wickliffe to
maintain the fidelity of Kentucky to the Constitution and Guvcrn:ucm of the
United States, and he has not changed his principles or poliey.

We are at once assailed by the Administration press with every Hpeues of mis-
representation and abuse. Not daring to assail any position taken in our letter to

- Mr. Wickliffe (which' they refused to puhltsh,} they adopted the safer course of

attributing to ws purposes which they knew we did notentertain. Though it was
perfectly well known to them that we, the signers of that paper; had been active

and consistent members of the Union party, ‘when such a position was accompa~

nied with some. danger and no prospect of advantage, we were denounced as
Secessionists in dieguise, at a time when Secession, partly through our own’elforts,
had become a dead issue in Kentucky. We had but a single newspaver in the
State to advocate our canze. We could mnot attempt an active canvass of the
State, for we were well aware that such a canvpss would expose to the Admini-
stration party its perilous position, and thus precipitate that military interference
in the election which we were most anxious to avoid. In this manner and from
thege causes many pergons in the State—many more abroad—were led into a
misapprehension of our purposes, and made to believe, that secession was oun
real aim. Knowing our strength, however, we w@®e content to lose a few of our
friends for the time, in the hope of securing a free election, which would give us
the means of recovering them by a development of our true poliey.

[It is very frankly admitted that we hoped and expected to obtain the support
of the great mass of the Southern rights men of the State. They were for the
most part Democrats of long standing. Though classed by the adherentis of the
Administration as ‘““disloyal,’” the great majority of them were not Secessionists,
and were entirely free from all complicity in the rebellion./ So far from esteeming
it a fault of which we should be ashamed, -we regarded the effort to conciliate
them, if it could be done withous a c-wmhu of pr 1]1L'E]J!L' on either side, as highly
meritorious ; and we now gratefully acknowledge the cordial support which that
portion of our fellow-citizens were re'ulv and anxious to yield to our pl-ﬂim m and
¢andidate whenever permitted to do so. Would to God that all the citizens of
our once happy country could be brought to agree and be satisfied. If the wild-
est secessionist in Smath Carolina could be mduu:d to give his support to the
pripeiples enunciated in our letter to Mr. Wickliffe, who would not regard the
occurrente as one worthy of géneral rejoicing ?]

In a short time it became evident that misrepresentation alone was not sufficient
to séoure our defeat, and Messrs, Wolfe and Trimble, our candidates for Congreas
in the First and Fifth Districts, and Mr. Martin, candidate for the Legislature in
Lyon and Livingston counties, were arrested by the provost marshals. The firat

named gentleman was ﬁpu-rh]v released on parole, and the two last were carried .

to Henderson, a considerable distance from their homes, and there detained un-
tik the election was over.

On the 10th day of July, Governor Robinson, issued the 1}1*0(»I.mmL|ou which
will be found in the | \ppemllx marked No. 2. It had never before accurred to a
Governor of Kentucky that it was necessary to Pemind Judges of election by
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proclamation; of the duties enjoined upon thém by the laws of the State. They
had always been presumed to know their duty, and been left free to digeharge it

without executive interference. The expatriation act to which he called their .

attention, had been printed with the other acts of the Legislature and circulated
by public authority in every county of the State. It had been published in every
newspaper, and the provisions of no law were more widely known to our people.
Why it should have been thought proper to depart from the established custom
in this instance, and why, when such departure was determined upon as now
necessary for the first time, the proclamation ghould have failed to embody for
the information and guidance of the judges those other laws which forbid any in-
terference with the freedom of electionsgand denounce severe penalties upon any
judge who should refuse to receive the vote of a legally qualified elector, are
questions which we leave the reader atliberty to decide for himself; after learning
all the facts attending and following thé issue of the paper.

On the 81st day of July, General Burnside issued his proclamation (Appendix
No. 2) placing that State under martial law, for the purpose, as he declared, *‘of
preserving the purity of elections as defined in the late proclamatien of his Excel-
lency, the Governor of Kentucky.” ‘The reason assigned bj General Burnside
for the issuance of his proclamation that ¢ the State of Kentucky is invaded by a
rebel force with the avowed purpose of controlling the elections,” was a mere pre-
text, without real foundation, though we haye reason to believe that such in-
formation was conveyed to the General by citizens of this State, acting on behalf
of the Administration party. The ‘“invaders” tosvhom he referred were a flying
body of cavalry less than one thousand in number, known to he in rapid retreat
at the time the pr‘ot:lau’!]ﬂ.tiog was issued, and were all actually out of the State be-
fore the election began.

Upon the most careful inquiry we have been unable to ascertain that they
avowed any such 'purpose as was attributed to them, nor do we believe that they
did so. But the avowal of such an intention by such a body of men, even had it
been made, would have been an idle and ridiculous boast; to which it is impossible
General Burnside could have attached any importance. That one thousand ma-
rauders should seriously contemplate a control-of the election in a State contain-
ing'one hundred and ten counties, inhabited by one hundred and eighty thousand
voters, and protected by more than fifty thousand soldiers of the United States,
ig an absurdity so-glaring that General Burnside must pardon us for beliaving that
it could not have gulled even him! ;

In quick succession preceding or following the declaration of martial law, came
the different orders in the appendix numbered from four to twelve. Many others
of similar character were issued, but these are a fair sample of the whole. Thegse
orders differing in their details, may be briefly summed up a3’ presenting the fol-
lowing points. :

1. By way of precaution the people are informed that whenever any property
is needed for the use of the United States army, it will be taken from relel
sympalhizers, and receipts given for the same marked *disloyal,” and to be paid
at the end of the war, on proof that the holder is a loyal man.

2. Rebel sympathizers are defined to be not only those who are in favor of se-
cesdion, but also those who are not in favor.of a vigorous prosecution of the war
and of furnishing men and money unconditionally for that purpose. “ Loyalty
is'to be proved by the vote giyen at the election.

8. County Judges are required to appoint none but loyal ” men as judges of

election, notwithstanding the provisions of our laws, which require the officers of
election to be taken equally from each political party. f

4. Persons offering to vote, whose votes may be rejecled by the judges, are
notified that they will be immediately arrested by the military.

5. The judzds of election are notified that they will be arrested and held re-
gponsible by the military, should they permit any disloyal men to vote.

6. The Demoeratic ticket is struck from the poll-books at many points, as being
l:mnpnsvd of digloyal men: 3

7. Oaths unknown to the Constitution and laws ave required to be taken by the
voters and judges. ‘

L
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A careful perusal of the orders themselves will show that t]x:ay have not been
misrepresented in this summary. Examine carefully, fellow-citizens, we beseech
you, the picture which they present, The Governor_oi Kentucky calls the at-
tentior of the judgzes to a single one of many laws which define their duty, and
that one a luw whose rigid enforcement was supposed to be beneficial to his own
political party and injurious only to his opponents. (_}elel:n.l Burnside euforqus
the proclamation for the purpose of preserving the purity of elections, and (while
himself threatening the judges of election, should they permit a disloyal vote to
be cast) directs that the soldier shall interfere no further than may be necessary
to enable the judges. to discharge their duties under the laws of Kentucky. His
subordinates threaten the judges and voters with confiseation; arrest and imprison-
ment and actually publish their orders and carry out their threats without punish-
ment from the General or remonstrance from the Governor.

Inaddition to all this there was at worlt beneath the surfuce a potent machinery,
whose labors could be traced only by results, for-the work was dene in darkness
and in secret.

In every city, town and considerable village in the Commonwealth, thers had
long Ijeen'orgunized. under the anthority of the Secretary of the Treasury, a body
of men known asa ¢ Board of Trade,” an innocent title, little expressive of their
true functions, Under the same regulations of the Secretary no shipments of
goods to the interior of the State could be made without the permit of the United
States Custom House officers at Cincinnati or Louisville. In order to obtain such
a permit the individual applying must have procured the recommendation of the
 Board of Trade” located-nearest to his place of business, and the recommenda-
tion was given to none but “‘loyal” men, each Board establishing its own test of
Hoyalty.,” Without such recommendation no merchafit could hope to add to his
atogk by importation—no mechanic to replenish the materials necessary in his
calling.  These inquisitorial bodies, thervefore, held in their hands the absolute
fate ol every tradesman and mechanic in the State. The prosperous merchani
and needy shopkeeper were alike at their mercy., The tradesman and mechanic
were thus left to choose between a vote for Mr. Bramlette and the utter ruin of
their business. . |

Such, fellow-citizens, were the circumstances under which the election of Aug.
3d was begun, Iis result was no longer doubtful. Had Gen. Burnside des]gnated
by name the individuals who should fll the various offices of the State, he would
have saved us the expense and trouble of an “*election”—the rights of the people
would not have been more flagrantly violated, nor would the officials thus ap-
pointed have been any more the creatures of his will than are those whom he has
more indirectly imposed upon us.

The limits to which we are confined, forbid any attempt at a detailed account of
the manner in which the “election” was conducted. The military orders before
referred to were carried out with rare fidelity, by those to whom their execution
was entrusted. A few officers (to theif lasting praise be it spoken,) openly ex-
pressed the shame they felt at their connection with such a task. Armed soldiers
were stationed at every considerable poll. The judges of election were, contrary
to law, taken exclusively from the rauks of our opponents. Many weak men, ap-
prehensive of injury to person and property, cast their votes for Mr. Bramlette,
in violation of their convictions. The votes of many more; when offered for our
candidates, were illegally rejected. Thousands of others were deterred from an
attempt to vote by the knowledge that illegal tests would be applied to them, their
votes refused, and themselves probably arrested. The names of our candidates
were illegally stricken from the poll books at many precincts, and never placed
upon them at others. Judges were arrested for refusing to conduct the election
in a manner forbidden by the laws of Kentucky and their own oath, and voters
were imprisoned for the high crime of confessing themselves Democrats.

These are sweeping charges, but they can readily be substantiated. That we
may not be snpposed to avoid specificatipn, we publish in the appendix (marked
No. 16) a statement showing the outrages perpetrated at different points in more
than twenty counties. Qur materials are ample to swell the list almost indefinitely,
but these will be suflicient to indicate the general charpcter of the whole, The
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facts stated are, some of them, within our pereonal knowledge—the remainder
_have been communicated to us by gentlemen in whose veracity we have entire
confidence, and whose names are in our possessien. We particularly invite your
attention to the report of Major Gibson, tha certificates of Capt. Leeson and Ser-
geant Brown, and the protest of the Hon. Charles A. Wickliffe, official documents
whose correctness even our opponents will not question. They are numbered 3,
13, 14 and 15 in the appendix.

In connection with these statements, and as fully supporting them, we publish
in the appendix (marked No. 1%7)a table showing the official vote cast for each
candidate for Governor, and, in parallel columns, the {otal vote cast, and the
number of white males over'twenty-one years of age, in each county. It will be
perceived that the whole number of votes cast wae 84,980, of which Mr. Bram-
lette received 67,586, while the tumber of persons entitled to vote was 182,246,
The votes of over 97 thousand citizens were, therefore, nnpolled. How these

- vyotes would have been cast had the election been untrammeled, is a question which

we think every eandid reader of this paper has already determined in his'mind.—
We have shown that every Species of inducement was offered to allure the voter
to the one party—every means of intimidation and violence had been used to pra-
vent his support of the other. We now leave our readers to draw their own
conelusions as to the divection in which the unpolled vote would have been casi
had all external influence been removed. -

Returning to the table of the vote cast, it will be perceived that In twelve coun-
ties not a single vote was permitted to be cast for Wickliffe. In eight others ha
received less than ten votes to the county. In fifteen others he reeeived less than
fifty votes to the county. In sixteen others he received less than one hundred
votes to the county. These fifty-one counties embrace many of the strongest
Democratic counties in thesState. 1 :

In only twenty-eight counties of the State did Mr. Bramlette receive a majority
of the population entitled to vote. Less than two-fifths of the populetion entitled
to vote have made him Governor of Kentucly. .

It is contended by the Administration press that the deficiency in - the vote cast
is attribntable to the absence of many Kentucky soldiers in the army of the
Unifed States, all of whom would have voted for Mr. Bramlette, and the enlist-
ment of others in the Southern armies, who have thereby lost the right to vote.—
On this point we have to say— : :

First. That the number of white males over twenty-one years of age, as pub-
lished in our appendix, iz taken from the Auditor's report for 1862, ard notwith-
standing the accession of thousands of young men. to the aze of maturity in the
meantime, it'is-nine thousand less in number than was reported by the Auditor in
1861. The falling off can be sccounted for in no other way than by the fact, that

* the soldiers who had left their homes to join either army, in the fall of 1861,
were dropped from the returns, and are not included in the Auditor's report for
1862.

Secondly, That hundreds of those who were known to be friendly to the Ad-
ministration were furloucrhed and sent home to vote.

Thirdly. That a large number of Kentuckians iu the United States army are
under 21 years of age, and therefore not entitled to vote; and lastly, that they
are very far from being unanimous in support of Mr. Bramlette or the Adminis-
tration. :

We have said, however, that our object is to state what /as happened, not to
gpeculate upon what might or would have happened in contingencies which did
not oceir. Toallzuch speculation on the part,of our opponenis weanswer by a gingle
question : If the majority of the people were in favor of your candidates, why
resort .fri1F'fJ’r:,rﬂf and unconstitutional means to disfranchise ns ?

It will nlready have occurred to the intelligent reader that an election thus
carried should have been contested, The Constitution of Kentucky provides that
¢ g1l elections shall be free and equal” that the privilege of fiee suffrage shall be
‘upporied by lawaregulating elections and “};a'(:fﬂr'?rife'a!;,', under adequalte ;“"Nﬂ“ir‘-\')
all undue influences thereon from bribery, tumult or other improper practices,”
and that * contested elections for Governor and Lientenant-Governor shall be
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determined hy the General Assembly, aceording to such regulations as may be
established by law.” « Surely the apirit of these provisions svould avoid any
election such as we have deseribeg.  Unfortunately, however, the laws enacted in
conformity with them impose penalties upon the persons guilty of the offenses
against the right of free suffrage, enimérated in the Constitution, without pro-
viding that the validity of the election itself shall be in anywise affected by the
commission of such offenses. Our latv-givers did not contemplate the possibility
" of a foreible interference so extensive as to taint the whole election; and so, in
establishing a Board for the trial of contested elections, they made no provision
for such a contingency, but simply directed that * the candidate receiving the
highest number of legal votes given” ghould be adjudged to be the person elected.

As the inyestigation is thus limited to flre number of legal votes given, it matters
not how many men were driven into the support of Mr. Bramlette by threats of
military violence, nor how many others were deterred from voting for Mr. Wick=
liffe hy the knowledge that their votes, if offered, would not be received. The ar-
rest of Judges and voters, the erasure Bf the names of candidates from the poll
books, the administration of illegal oaths—all these, too, are wrongs which do not
so affect the validity of an election a4 to be available in a contest before the tribu-
nal established by law—a tribunal, be it remembered, whose own seats had been
obtained by the same practices upon which their judgment was to be asked.—
Considerations like these constrained us reluctantly to abandon all iden of contest-
ing the electiom, and have left us without other remedy than this appeal to the
sober judgment of the people. 2
- On the 1st day of September Mr. Bramlette took the oaths and entered upon
the discharge of the duties of the office to which he hud thus been elected. His
inaugural addreéss lies before us; and while to many of his positions we can make
no objection, there are passages to be found in it which strikingly illustrate the
correctness of the suspicidns which led us to nominate a candidate in opposition
to him, He continues to defend the rizhtfulness of military arrests without
limiting his arzument to the theatre of hostilities., He maintains the right to re-
strain the publication of newspapers, when * reasonable grounds" exist to be-
lieve that they have been guilty of, or are about to commit aets to the danger of
the public security, without intimating who is to decide upon the reasonable
character of the suspicions. He objects to the policy of negro enlistments, but
admits the existence,of a rightful power in the Administration for that purpose.—
He denies the right of the people to limit or control the public expenditure in
time of war. In these most important particulars, he contradicts the platform of
his party. He does far moret Ie denies to the citizen those invaluable rights
of freedom from arrest without warpant, of free speech, of control over public
supplies, for which the English people fought for five hundred years, and which
our forefathers inheriting from them, believed they had bequeathed to us inviolate
forever. A (

Kor the present; fellow-citizens, the fate of Kentucky is sealed. Ier very de-
votion to the Constitution has been made the means whereby to deprive her peo-
ple of every constitutional right. Deceived and betrayed, she lies progtrate ‘and
helpless—wept by her friends—derided by the oppressars. But there is that in
the spirit of her people which tells' us it will not be for long. Like fabled Anta-
sus, who, each time he toached his mother earth, started up with redoubled
strength, her fall will but invigorate her for a struggle yet to come. That her
independence may be restored to her by the peaceful remedies of the Constitution,
rather than by violent convulsion, must be the earnest prayer of every lover of
his country. | <

' We; therefore, present this addréss to the people of the United States, and
especially to the Congress of the United States, soon to assemble; praying that
hody to adopt such measures as, in their judgment, will secure to the Stites ad-
hering to the Union, the freedom of election, without which, the very basis of
our liberties is destroyed.

W: A. DUDLEY, NAT. WOLFE,
a J. H. HARNEY, R. K. WHITE,
W. F. BULLOCK, JOSH, ¥. BULLITT,

5 R. C. PALMER,
Commities on behalf of the Democratic party.
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APPENDIX.

GUNQ:
«* - LoumsyiLre, June 13, 1858,

Hox. 0. A. WicELirrE—Dear Sir :—The undersigned, in behalf of many in
all-parts of this Commonwealth, believe it a political necessity to reorganize the
Democratic party in the State, in association with those of the North who have
stood by the Government and the Constitution throughout this deplorable civil
war. They constitute the only political party ofr the North with shom nny party
South will have any affiliation, whilst a political association betweern the two sec-
tions of the counfyy is indispens ble to a restoration of the Ution. ,

We cannot consent to the doctrihe that the Constitution and laws ave inadeqguate
property can be suspended by war.

Our fathers certainly did not intend that our ‘Constitution should be a fair-
weather document, to be laid awayin a storm, or a faney garment tobe worn only
in dry weather. On the eonfrary, it is in times like the present that constitutional
restraints on the power of those in authority are needed,

We hold the Federal Government to be one of limited powers, that cannot.be en-
larged by the existence of civil commotion. : '

We hold the rights reserved to the States equally sacred with those granted to
the United States. The Government has no more right to disregard the Constitu-
tion.and laws of. the States than the States have to disregard the Constitution and
laws of the United States, ! it 2

We hold that the Administration has committed grave errors in confiscation
bills; lawless“proclamations, and military orders getting aside Constitutions and
laws,sand making arvests outside of milifary lines where thefe is no public danger
to excuse ity y : » ®

It is now obvions that the fixed purpose of the A
negroes of the South to make war upon the whites, :
of the people of Kentucky to enter against such a po
phatic protest.

We hold as sacred and inalienable the right of free speech anpd a free press—
that the Goyernment belongs to the people and not the people to the Government.

We hald this rebellion utterly unjustifiable in its inception, and a dissolution of
the Union thg greatest of calamities. We would use all just snd constitutionalk
means adapted fo the suppression of the one and the retoration of the other.

H:n’iug observed your uniform and consistent cosrse sirnce the origin of our
troubles, we believe you a faithful representative of our views, and urgently' re-
quest that you permit your name to be used as a Democratic candidate for Gov-
ernor av the ensuing eleetion,

Y ours respéctfully,

140 the present emergency; that the constitutional guarantees of liberty and

inistration is-to arm the
we hold it to be the dufy
y & solemir and most em-

i

W. F. Bullock, ~Josh, ¥. Bullit, -

Robert Cochran, Geo.-W. Johnston,
v L. 8. Trimble; : Robt. M, Smith,

-Thos. P. Hughes, T. J. Gonn,

R. C. Palmer, W. A. Dudley,

Alfred Herr, W. P. Simmons,

J. P. Chambers, John T. Bridges,

Wm. K. Thomas, T. J. Hall,

Wm. J, Reasor, | Samuel Ni Hall,

Robt. K. White, Phil. Tomppert, Jr.,

J. H. Harney, Jesse’F. Hammon,

W, Kay, . P. M, Campion,

N. Wolfe, W. H. Bailey, .

S, M; Hall, Jacob Abny,

. Johhi Herr, J. H. Price.

Chas. L. Harrison,
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No. 2, :
PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR.

JOMMONWEALTH OF JKENTUOKY,
; ixecutive Depurtment,

For the informution and guidance of all officers at the approaching election, I
have caused to be herewith published an act of the Legislature of Kentucky, en-
titled * An aet-to amend chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes, entitled ‘bm/cn-.
Expatriation and Aliens.'”

The strict observance and enforepment of this, and all other laws of this State
ng :»1-*:1w1-~, are earnestly enjoined and reqmu-d, ns being alike ' due to a
faithful discharge ! duty, to the purity of the elective franchise, “nd to the sov-
ereizn will of the Iu-nplL of Kentucky, expressed through their Legislatura.

Given under my hand as Governor of Kentucky, at FranRfort, this 1“[[‘ day
of July, 1863, and in the 22d year of the Commonswealth.

reri

J, ¥. RoBINgOXN,

By the Governor: D. G, WidELIFFE, Sectetary of State.

Cuarrer 509,
AN ACT to amend ¢hapter 15:.of the Revised Statutes, entitled “Citizens, Ex-
patrintion and Aliens.™ ;

Sec 1. BHe it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, That any eitizen of this State v r\'“;.‘] enter into the service of the
£0- .LLHm 0 onfederate States, in either a civil or military ca lm'i'\, or enter into
the so-called Provisional Governme J" of Kentueky, either in a

sivil or capacity, or having heretofore entered such service of either
the Con p States or Provisional Government,  ghall continue in such ser-
vice aiter t'|'|"- act takes effect, or shall take up or continue in arms against- the
military forces of the United States or the State of Kentucky, or ~1tt11 give vol-

untary aid snd assistance to those in arms against said forces, shalkbe dee ymed o

wted himself®aund shll no longer bea e mz,.m of Kentucky, nor shall

julature ]1\ i ‘:"'I‘H‘I or

¥ eXpatris
iin be a citizen, except by permission of the Lieg
statuie,

m

SEQ. 2. 04

I

I='Eh‘|

‘whenever a person attempts’or is called on to exercise any of the
constitutional or legal r]--ht: and privileges belonging only to citizens of Kentueky,
mny be required to négative on onth the i.'\.inH.l.!‘U" provided in the first section
¢t; and upon fah Il.l] ire or refusal to do =0, shall not be permitted to

¥

any such right or privilege

3. This act to be of Fmv:‘ in thirty daya from and JL!'M its passage.

ssed and beeame a laly, the objections of the Governor to the contrary not
w‘!'r g :ml ng, March 11, 1562, a

We append hereto the order of Major-General Burnside ;

MARTIAL LAW IN KENTUCKY.

Greneral Orders No, 120,

' Hreapovarters Dep'r or THE OHIO, |

Cinecinnati, O., July 81, 1863. |

H'.ﬁ.-rr a5, The State of Kentncky is invaded by a rebel force with the 'n'uw-u]
ition q,f overawing the ]lltr"l"- of (Ju‘Hm.” of intimidating the loyal \r)tn 8
I l[.] ng them from the polls and forcing the election of disloyal (:le[LthL": at Em‘
election on the 8d of August: .L=n1 whe reas, the milits Iy power of the Govern-
ment is the only I'u‘.'.'ﬂ. that cap defeat this attempt, the State of Kentucky is
hereby dgclared under martial law, and all military officers are commanded to aid
sonstituted anthorities of the ."\' ite in support of the laws and of the purity
‘rage, a8 defined in the late proclamation of His Execellency, Governor Rob-

) S0
thi

= f

As it is.not the intention of the Commanding General to interfere with the
proper expression of public opinion, all discretion in the eonduct of the eleetion
will he as usnal in the hands of: the legally #ppointed judges at the polls, who will
he held strictly responsible that no disloyal person be allowed to vote, and to this
end the military power i¥ ordered to give them its utmost support.
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The civil authority, civil courts and business will not be suspended by this order.

‘It is for the purpose only of protecting, if necessary, the rights of loyal citizens,

and the freedom of election.
By command of Major-General Burnside. .

- Lewis RicEMonp, A. 4. G,
Official : R7H. 1. Goddard, A. A. A, G. @
. No. 8. LR 7
“Zo Col. Butler: Perzons of open and avowed disloyalty will not be permit-

-ted to stand for office. The provisions of Gen. Burmside’s order 120 must be

strictly enforeed. ®
By command. A, C. Skwprz, A, A, G

C. A. Wickliffe protests against the ag by which his name was stricken from
the poll-books, and the people denied the privilege of voting for him as a candi-
date for the office of Governor,

He states that he has ever been opposed to secession or a dissolution of* the
Union. 0 e 3 :

He is in favor of a restoration of the Union as it was under the present Con-
atitution. ' ] .

He has opposed the abolition of slavery as a war measure and_the #ming of ne-
groes as soldiers of the army of the United States, and voted  against the appro-
priation bill at the last sessioh after the ITouse refused te adopt the proviso offered
by Mr, Mallory, providing, in substanee, that no part of the money should be
expended in frecing negrocs, in arming and paving neeroes as soldiers of the
army. Mr.Crittenden, Mr. Mallory, Mr. Menzies, Mr. Hardin®, Mr. Yeaman and
My, Grid® opposed the bill, and refused to yote for it for the same reasons,

I deny that I am disloyal to the Government or to the Gonstitution.

I request the judges to file this paper with the poll-books and veturns:

. . . : C. A, WICELIERE,
The foregoing is a copy af a protest attached to poll-boock No. in Nelson
county, nown our possession, as a board for examining thepoll-books for Nelson
g ' |} NEelson
county. g ’

1)
L]

Adfltost - T. P. ILaNTHIC! M, NS @R O
Jas, Woon, S. N. C.

We, the judges of election held at: the cour
Ky., in Precinet No. 9. on this st, 1863, do certify that the names
of C. A. \1-’h_~.|:'1it‘1‘:.-._ a candida rernor of Kentuel o W B, Read candi-
date for the office of Lieat. Governor of Kentucky, were erased f{rom the poll-
books by Lieut. Col. Butler, commanding the Fifth 1.:1-;;E!Jtt-ijl,l Indiana Cavalry,
U. 5. Army, now with headquarters at this place, who would per i
vote for said persons for said offices. The namc

house® in. Bardstown, Nelson co..

4 '.I:l:,’ of _"')_ll\__-

mit no voter to
25 of William' Johmson, candidate
for County Aftorney, and Austin Mattingly, candidate for County Court Glerk,
were stricleen from the poll-book in the manner aforesaid, and no person allowed
tp vote for them. . E. E. McKay haying notified us in writing, at the hour of ten
o'clock in the morning, that he was no longer a candidate for County Attorney,
and that his name must be stvicken from the poll-book, which was accordingly
done. : :
We do further centify -that the foregoing pages contain the vote polled,at said
precinet for the candidates whose names were not stricken offy to wit: For Gov-
ernor—Thomas E. Bramlette, 60 votes. For Lieut. Governor—Richard T. Jacob,
60 votes. For Attorney General—John M. Harlen, 60. For Attorney General
Thomas Turner, 1 vote. For State Treasurer—James H. Gerrard, 59 votes, and
H. F.- Kalfus, 1 vote. For Aunditor—William T. Samuels, 60 votes, and Grant
g}r{‘.cn, 1 vote. Tor Register of Land Ofice—James A. Dawson, ‘59 votes, and
Phos. J. Frazier, 1 vote. For Superintendent  of
b".f\'(:!hlnl, 59 votes, and 1. G, MeKee, 1 vote. For the/Le;
liofit, 66, votes. Tor Congigzs—Aaron Harding, 61 vote
For.County Attorney—=G, W, Hite

ik

Tnstruction—Daniel
islature—W. M. El-
and Wm. “:111_\.'! E-l-“'l‘lil"*.
and E. E. McKay, .19 votes. Fox

i 6 votes
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County Court Clerk—W, J. Spalding, 34 votes, John 8. Bean, 41 votes and W,
M. Powell, 6 votes.
- . MAtHEW JorIN, Fidwes
JONATHAN RODGERS, et
T. W. Sampers, Sherfff.
J. B. HackrLEy, Clerk.
TH® foregoing is a true copy of the certificate on the poll-book of precinet No.
9, in Nelson county, nowin our possession as-a board for examining the poll-
books, :

Attest: T. P. Lintarcux, J. N. G. c.

Jas, Woop, 8. N. C:

® e
" No, 4, 1
GENERATL HARTSUFF ANIA REBEL SYMPATHIZERS,
- HeiApouArTERS 23D ARMY CORPS,
* Lexington, Ky., July 29, 18¢8. }

General, Orders No, 14. |

For the information and guidance of officers in impressing property, it is hereby
directed that, whenever its impressment; may become necessary for the-troops of
the Twenty-third army corps, it will be taken exclusively from rebels and rebel
sympathisers§ and so long as the property needed igto be found belonging or
pertaining to éither of the,above named classes, ifo“man of undoubted loyalty
will be molested,

Among rebel sympathisers will be classed those persons in Kentucky, ‘nomi-
nally Union men, hni HJHJ.I.ur'J:-‘r'r]"1 to the Government and tothe prosecutionof the war,
whose, acts and words alike hinder the speedy and proper termination of the re-
bellion, . '

Property. will only be taken by the proper Staff’ officers, Who will in every casa
give receipts for it. “Appropriate blank receipts will be furnished by the Chief
Commissary and Chief Quartermasier at fhese heddquarters,

By command of :
Goeo. B. Drake, A' A, G. =i

Major-General HaArTsurz.

No. 5. '

Smithland, Ky., July 16, 1863

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ForoEs, }

Feneral Order,

The Cmu_]r_}' L'-a_u-.-l Judges of F.im_ w_.nm_i.:.-' of Trigr, Caldwell, Lyon, Uritten-
den and Liviogston, are hereby directed. in appointing Judges and Olerks for
conducting th:_- State g'.l'\-‘.;'[il'_‘-]! in August next, to obserye strietly the laws of
Kentncky; which require that such Judges and Clerks shall
Union nien. : !

Judges and Clerks so u_---m:_u-ud are hereby :Eir:jr_-tt-.i not to place the name &f
any person on the poll-books to be votéd for at said election who i8 not a Union
man, or Who may be oppozed.to furni

be wunconditional

ishing men angd money. for a vigorous wrose-
eution 4:f' the war against the reb on againgt the: United States {i:.lf.'ul'mu:ll]t_-—
The Judges and Clerks are'further directed to permit no person to vote at zaid
election without toking the cuth required by the laws of Kentucky, unless said
person 80 presenting himself to vote is persooally kniown to the .J udges to be a
Union man. 1 ‘

Any person violating this order will be
ment of the United States, and will

By order of

yegarded as an enemy to the Govern-
be arrestéd and punished accordingly.,
THOMAS JOHNSON;
Lientenant-Colonel Commanding,
QATH,
I do solemuly swear that I have néver entered the aervice of the so-called
Confetlerate States of América; and that T have not been engaged in the service

I ’

R T
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' in the State of Kentucky be seized or i

“for the purpose are required strigtly to ¢

13

ot the 8o-called Provisional Government of
tary capacity, and that I have never,
rebellion agajnst the United States, o

Kentueky, eitherin a civil or mili-
either directly or indireetly, aided in the
1 the State of Kentueky, so help me God.

No. 6.
HEADQUARTERS MITITARY CodfANDER, |
- Louisville, Ky., August 1,1863. ¢
General Orders No; 1.
; 5 [Eatraet.]
* . L ] L L -

[ » " » L]
1. The loyﬁ] and peaceable citizens of the city of Louisville and Jefferson

eounty may disabuse their minds of all apprehensions of evil at the coming
election, notwithstanding the busily cirenlated rumors that a rebel forece has in.
vaded the State to molest t

he loyal men who may go to the polls to exercise
their franchise rights,

All loyal citizens, who have mot forfeited their citizenship, can safely and
quictly cast their votes for the candidates of their choice: but all who have
forteited their right of ‘citizenship under the provisions of the act of Assembly,
who shall present themseives at the polis and fraudulently attempt to vote, will
be immediately arrested by the guard detailed for that purpose at such preeinct -
and confined in the military prison,

" Reliable citizens, who know the record of each reside
cinets, will be in attendance to point out to the guard
attempt to perpetrate a fraud against the election law
the polls, bantering, examining of tickets or other
of the voting citizen by police office
By order ot Colonel M. Munday

ntin the several pre-
any who shall make the
§, and no dragging up to
interference with the rights
I's or others will be permitted,

s Military Commander,

©. C. Apaws, Licutenantand A, A, A, G.

No. 7.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF .I{Ex'rmm‘, !
_ Louisville, July 25, 1863, ~
By authority of the General commanding the Department, the following
general order is made:

1. It is ordered that no forage or other property belonging to loyal citizens

npressed except in cases of absolute ne-
cessity, and then only on the written authority from the headquarters of the
Twenty third Army Carps or from these headguarters,

2. Whenever it-becomes hecessary to seize or impress private property for
military purposes, the property of sympathizers with the rebellion and of those
opposed to furnishing any more men or any more money Lo maintain the Fede-
ral Government and suppress the rebellion, will be first seized and impressed,

3. The negroes of loyal citizens will not be impressed on the public works
and military r@ads unless absolutely Nécessary The negroes of citizens who
are for no more men and no more money to suppress the rebellion, and the sup-

be first impressed, and officers detailed

porters,‘aiders and abettors of. such will
bserve this order in the éxeeution of
their duties.

4, All horses of the enemy captured, or su
possession of by Quartermasters and reported to Uaptain Jenkins, Chief Quarter.
master, Louisville, who is ordered to allow loyal citizeng to retain horses to
supply the places of those stolen by the enemy ; but disloyal persons mentioned
in paragraphs two and three; who enconrage raids by the enemy, will not, in
any case, be allowed to retain captured horses or horses justly subject to cap-
ture, .

5. For all property seized and impressed, proper and regular vouchers wil] be
given, with endorsement as to the loyalty. or disloyalty of the owners of the
property. By order of General Boyle.  °

bject to capture,” will be taken

. A. C. SempPLE, A. A, G
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No. 8.
:f You will find enclosed a verbatim, et literatim, et punctuatin copy of an or-
i ; der served on the judges of the election at Threlkeld’s precinety Livingston
' county, Ky., the result of which was thatno person affer that time (one.o’clock,

P. M.) was allowed to vote for Mr. Hodges, although several claimed the right
to do-80; besides, as the liberty of the voter was thus taken away, quite a
number left the precinct, refusing and declining to vote unloss they could vote
-ior whom they pleased. One of the judges, Leroy Morris, has the original or-
der, as follows : :
#@r1rTENDEN CouNT¥, August, 1868,
¢ I hereby noiify the Judges of the Election at threileils Precinet not to
enrol Bloont hodges name on the Poll-boock nor no other Dis Loyal man, nor
let no Disloyal man vote. -
¢ [Signed] JoNaTHAN Bgrr, v
: ¢ Com. Co, 5th Ky. Cavalry.”
A copy of the orizinal order, cortified by the judges of the election, Leroy
Morris and Wm, 8, Davis,. attested by the Clerk, was given by said judges, and
has been placed in the hands of the Sheriff of the county.
Mr. Blount Hodges, the opposing candidate to N, R. Black for the Senate, so
far a8 the officers of the election knew, or was informed, is as loyal a citizen as
any man in Kentucky, but not an Abolitionist.

Belt's command, (that of Captain) were bearers of the ordor,
No, ”
eapguanters - Us 8. Forogs, N |
_ Henderson, Ky., July 28, 1863, |.
Goneral Ovder No, 12, !

In order that the proclamation of the Governor and the laws of the Stato of
Kentueky may be obsorved and enforeed, Post Commandants and officers of
this command will see that the following regulations are strietly' complied with
at the approaching State election : . i

None buidoyal citizens will act as officers of the election,

No orre will be allowed to offer himself as a candidate for office, or he voted
for at said election, who is not,.in all things, loyal to the State and Federal Gov-
ernments, and in favor of a vigorous prosecution of the war for the suppression
of the rebellion,

The judges of the.election will allow no one to vote at said election unless he
is known to be an nndoubtedly loyal citizen, or unless he “shall first take the
oath required by the laws of the State of Kentucky.

No disloyal man will offer himself as a candidata or atten
for treasonable purposes ; and all such efforts wi

Jthe military authorities.

All necessary protection will be supplied and gnaranteed at the polls to Union
men by all the military force in this command -

! By order of John W. Foster, Colonel commanding, W. A, Pacg,
Lieutenant and Adjutant,
OATH TO BE TAKFN AT PHE ELECTION.

I do hereby sgqlemnrly swear that I have not’been in the service of the so-
called Confederate States, in either a civil or military capacity, or in the service
of the so-called Provisional Government of Kentacky ; that I have not given
any aid, assistance or comfort to any person in arms arainst the United States;

.and that I have in all things demeaned myself a8 a loyal citizen since the be-

ginning of the rebellion; .80 help me God!
No. 10.
HeapQuaRtizns 161 Anmy Corps,
Memphis, Tenn., Jaly 14, 1863,

1pt to vote, except
Il'be summarily suppressed by

-
&

Speeial Oriders No. 1508
[. In 80 much of theState of

. " Kentneky as is” within the District of ¢ olum-
bus, it is ordered—

Henry B. Yates, John Springs and  Jameg Dial, professing to be members of’

e

sl et L
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1. That no person be permitted to be a eandidate for office, who i3 not, avow- *
edly and unconditionally for the Union and the suppression of the rebellion,

2. That no person shall exercise the privileze of an elector and vote at said
elections, who is not avowedly and nnconditionally for the Wnion and the gup-
pression of the rebellion, - '

4. The military authorities in said district of Columbns, will see to it that this
order be carried out. Judges of elactions will be gdverned by'the principles
herein set fortl and will demand evidence npon oath in such cases as may be
in doubt, and allow no person to exercise the franchise of voting who does not
take the oath required, a

By order of Mujor-General 8, A, Hurlbut,

& -Hexey Bisdors, A. A. G.

HEADQUARTERS Distrior Convspus-  * [
6th Division, 16th Army Corps, Colnmbus, Ky., July 15, 1868, §
Ovrdors.

The above orders of the Geheral commanding Corps are communicated to
the civil and military authorities for their information. Military officers making
arrests for violation of {hese orders will be governed by the Circular from offige
of Commissary General of Prisons, dated Washington, May 11, 1863.

By order ot Brigadier-General Asboth, 3

o T HL'Hanrig AL AL G

No. 11.

Heapquartsrs 6rm DivisioN, 16THE ARMY CorPa,
Columbus, Ky., Jaly 29, 1863,
General Orders, No. 47.

That no further doubt may exist as to the intent and mesning of Special Ora
ders No, 159, dated Headqnarters, 16th Army Corps, July 14, 1863, it is ordered
that no person shall be permitted to be voted for, or be a candidate for office,
who has been, or is now under arrest or bonds, by proper authority, for uttering
disloyal language or sentiments,

County Judges within this district are hereby ordered to appoint, as Judges
and Clerks of the ensuing August election, only such persons as are avowedly
and unconditionally for the Union and the suppression of the rebellion, and
are further ordeved to revoke and recall any appointment of Judges and Clerks

.already made, who are not such loyal persons.

Judges and Clerks of elections are hegeby erdered not to place the name of
any person upon the.poll-books, to be voted for ‘at said election, who is no
avowedly and unconditionally for the Union and the suppression of the rebel-
lion, or whko may be opposed to farnishing men and money for the suppression
of the rebellion.

The follr;wing oath is preseribed and will be administered by Judges of elec-
¢glons to voters and to such candidates as reside within this district :

«J do solemnly swear that I have never entered the service of the so-called Con-
federate States; ‘that I have not been engared inthe service of the so-called ¢Pro-
visional Government of Kentueky,’ either in a civil or military capacity ; that I
have never, either direetly, or indirectly, aided the rebellion against the Govm'n-
ment of the United States or the State of Kentucky; that I am-unconditionally
for the Union and: the suppression of the rebellion, and am willing (r;_,l"n,-ui,f:];.
smen and money for the YLgorons ;,;';’;,fr';'r.'_l'f.;ﬁ {E;' the way :_J‘u_f-.-'!'.'.lﬂ.f the vebellious fﬂ'!'ym‘-
known as the "!’/;us;_r'caf: rate Btates ;' so help me God.”

Any voter, Judee or Olerk of elgetions, or other person, who may evade, neg-
lect or refuse compliance with the provisions of this order, will be arrested and
sent before a Military Commission as soon as the facts are substantiated,

By erder of Brigadier-General Asboth. ®
T. H. Harzms, A A, G.



No. 12.
Feneral Order, No. 29.
HeADQUARTERS 15T BriGAnE,
2d Division, 25d Army Corps, Rtssellville, Ky., July 30, 1863, }

In order that the preclamation of the Governor and the laws of the State
of Kentncky may be observed and enforced, post commandants and officers of
this command will see that the following regulations are strictly complied with
at the approaching State election :

None but loyal citizens will act as officers of the election,

No one will be altowed to offer himself as a candidate for office, or be voted
for at said eleetion, who is not. in all things, layal to the State and Federal
Governments, and in favor of a vigorous prosecusion of the war for the sup-
pression of the rebellion. °~

The judges of the election will allow no cne to vote at said election unless

« he is known tothem to be an undoubtedly loyal citizen, or unless he shall first
take the oath required by the laws of the State of Kentucky.

No disloyal man will offer himself as a candidate or attempt to vote, except
for treasonable purposes ; and all such efforts will be summarily suppressed by
the military aunthorities. - :

® All necessary protection will be supplied and guaranteed at the polls to
Union men by all the military forae wiLlIfin this command,

By order of Brigadier-General J. M. Shackleford, commanding.

' - J. E. Hurraan, A. A, G.
OATH TO BE TAKEN AT THE ELECTION.

1 do solemnly swear that T have not been in the service of the so-called
Qonfederate States, in either a civil or military capacity, orin the service
of the so-called Provisional Government of Kentucky ; and that I have
not given any aid, assistance or comfort to any person in arms against the
United States; and that T have, in all things, demeaned myself as a loyal
citizen since the beginnirrg of the present rebellion; so help me God.

No. 13.
REPORT OF MAJOR GIBSON A8 TO THE WAY THE ELECTION WAS HELD IN
MOSC0W, ERNTUCKY.
Hespquanters 3lsr Ree. Wisconsiy Vois.,
] Fort Halleck, Ky., Aug. 4, 1863. !
Brigadier-General Asboth, Commanding District of Columbus, Sixth Di-
vision, Stateenth Arimy Corps: ,

GENERAL :—In compliance with Special Order No. 17, (*V.,") ftom Post
Headquarters, I proceeded in command of eighty men to Moscow, Ky., on
the 3d day of August, 1863.

A general election was to be held. The polls were opened at 9 A. M., each
of the judges of election, the Sheriff and Clerk haying taken the oath -pre-
scribed by the laws of Kentucky. The judges names were W. P, Griﬂ"’y
and J. R. Morris, the Sheriff’s name Joseph Kennedy, and the Olerk’s

name Wm. 0. Blair,

Major Gibson having read to the Board of Tnspectors of election General
Hurlbut’s Order, No. 47, explaining the same, and preseribing the oath
to be administered to the yoters and candidates, and having read to them
General Burnside’s order, placing the State of IKentucky under martial
law, and having stated publicly before the board, in the presence of the
voters, that he was there under proper military orders to enforce a strict
compliance with General Asboth’s Ordeg No. 47, demanded of the Clerk,
Sheriff and Judges, that each of them should, before recording a vote,
take the oath. They refused to do so on the ground that Gen. Asboth’s
order, in their opinion, was in®onsistent with President Lincoln’s procla-
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mation in regard to those who would, within a certain time, lay down their
arms and return to their duty ag loyal citizens: that the oath required of
them by Gen. Asboth conflicted with their oaths to the Qonstitution and
laws of Kentucky, in this: that the Uonstitution. of Kentucky guaranteed
to the people a free election, and that the laws of the State subjected them,
ag ins-l.fectors, to fines, forfeitures, penalties, indictments, &c., unless they
placed upon the poll-lists /! candidates voted for, and that they conld not,
as honorable and conscientious men, take an oath which required them to
act as Judges of the election in accordance with the laws of Kentucley; and
take an oath prescribed by Gen. Asboth, which did not, in their opinion,
coincide with the enactments of the State of Kentucky., X

They, as well as the citizens, claimed that'the proclamation of Governor
Robinson, of Kentucky, was the best authority, and exposition in' regard
to the laws of expatriation and the return’ of citizens to their duty, and
their rights and privileges thereafter; and that under his proclamation
every citizen who returned to the State and remained peaceable and law-
abiding and took the oath of allegiance to tHe Federal Government, was
entitled to protection and the right of the elective frunchise. :

Lo this Major Gibson replied that they would subject themselves to
similar fines and imprisonment in case they would not comply with Gen.
Asboth's order; that as long as the State was under martial law, and that
law could be enforced, the civil law was subservient to the military power,
and that unless they complied with the order he should have to place
them under arrest and take them to Columbus. .

In order, however, to actin strict actordance with the order, (the order not
gaying in so miany words that the judges or inspectors should take the
oath,) one person, Mr. R. A. Thompsoh, was allowed to offer to vote.—
Major Gibson demanded of the judges that they administer the oath pre-
seribed by Gen. Asboth. This they refused to do for the reasons above
stated. .

Major Gibson then placed them under arrest and requestéd them to ac-
company him to Columbus, which they complied with promptly and cheer-
full

Major Rowley was not in town, and they were conducted to General
Asboth. ;

I would state, in conclusion, that the judges informed me that they were
appointed by the county judge inspectors of election previous to the issue
of General Asboth’s order, and that they had made application to the
county qudge to be released from the duties and obligations imposed on
them by such appointment, as soon as they heard of such order, and had
been refused by the judge. S

I most cheerfully acknowledge the prompt and efficient service of Oapt.
John K. Jones, of the 22d [owa volunteers. .

e

No. 14. 3 :
DrarsvinLe, Nelson county, Ky.

I, Moses D. Leeson, Captain commanding Company B, Fifth Indiana
Cavalry, hereby cgtify that under the orglers and instructions of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Thomas H. Butler, commanding Fifth Indiana Cavalry, I or-
dered the polls to be opened by the regularly apponited Judges, Sheriff" .
and Clerk, viz: W. B. Livers, T. 0. Warren, Thos. Cown and R. F. Har-
rell, and permitted no other candidates’ names to appear-on the poll-books
but the following: For Governor, Thos. E. Bramlette : for Lientenant-
Governor, R. T. Jacgh; For Attorney-General, John M. Harlan; for State
Treasurer, James Garpard ; for Auditor, W. T. Samuels ; for Register of
Land Office, James A, Davidson; for Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Stevensen ; for Uongress, Aaron Harding; for the Legislature, Dr. W.;El-




liott ; for Qounty Attorney, G. W. Hite ; for Jounty Olerk, W. T. Spald-
ing and Win. M. Powell.,
““August 3, 1863, - Moses D. LuEsoN,
. Captain Commd’g Co. B, 5th Ind. Cav.
No. 15, ;

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify, as officers of Precinet No. 2, at
Cloverport, Ky., that after opening the polls Captain lI}eranool;. by au-
thority from General Shaekleford, ordered ng to strike off the entire W ick-
liffe, ticket, and also Milton Board’s name, from the {'--’)“—ht}ﬁk_, which was
accordingly done in obedience fo said order. :

Wan. B. Joxgs,

‘ - % 1
War, 8. 'ALLEN.

E Judges,

Attest® J. O Hest, Clerk
J. R. Aruex, Sheril. :
Iorks or Hoveu, August 3, 1363,

I de cerlify that at Rough Creek Spring Precinet, l_}iﬂ{,l'ict. No. 4, there
was a poll opened for O. A. Wickliffe nand ‘others® forming™a Demotratic
ticket, and for State officers ; that I suppressed the same by order of Gen.
Shackleford, between 7 and 8 o’clock, A. M. }

: Wi, BrownN, sergeéant in Command.
'?‘:ll. |l\j .
' MecCracken County—In this county the election was held under strict
military rule. BSoldiers were stationed at each precinct. No one was al-
lowed to vote without taking the oath preticribed by Gen. Asboth. The
Democratic ticket was struck from the poll-baoks and not allowed to
“be voted for. ; .

WBullitt County—At Mount Washington the voting commenced about 8
o’clock. At 9 in the morning ‘Wickliffe had received twenty-one votes and
Bramlette three votes. A lieatenant of cayalry, with a squad of fifty men
under his command, then ordered the names of the Democratic candidates
to be eragsed from the poll-books, and this was done.

Hancock County—At Hawegville; a lieutenant in® command of a mili-
tary force forbade the judges to place the names of the Democratic candi-
dates on the poll-books, and they obeyed, refusing to receive any votes for
these candidates. At Lewisport the same cowse was pursued. At Indian
Oreek no poll wad opened for the Democratic ticket. At Lane precinct
twenty-two votes were allowed to be cast for Wickliffe. .

Ballard . County—At Precinct No. 1 there was no interference-with vo-
ters and Wickliffe received all but two or three of the votes cast. At the
remaining precinet the election was conducted by armed-soldiers ynder the
orders of General Asboth, and all the voters being required to take the
oath' prescribed in his order. At precinet Nos: 2 and 4 no. election was
held as the judges refused to hold it unless permitted to conduct it agreea-
bly to the laws of the State.

MeLean County—7"he Democratic ticket was erased from the poll-books
at all but one or two precinets.

Caldwell County—Wickliffo’s name was not "allowéd to go on the poll-
books at any of the precincts, although many of thé .best citizens offered
to take the oaths required if permitted to vote for him. ,

Breckinridge (-‘r.l:lm.r‘_r.,r----ﬂ..he Democratic ticket was stricken from the poll-
books at seven out of twelve precinets. At several precincts the Demno-
cratic licket was permitted to be voted for until ten o’clock, A. M., and at
each of them at the time of suppression there’ were at least two votds for
Wickliffe to one for Bramlette. :

Graves County—1The election was conducted under the military orders
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of Hurlbut and Asboth. The Democratic ticket was not permitted to be .
placed upon the poll-bocks at either of nine places of voting. Men were
u.rré:sted at Mayfield by the military for offering to vote the Demotratic
ticket.

Calloway County—The Bramlette ticket alone was permitted {o goupon

the poll-books. -
3 Hickman County—At Columbus, McAllister and Hays’ precincts no polls
were opened, as the officers refused to act unless permitted to hold the elec-
tion according to law. At Moscow precinct the judges were arrested and
_carried to Oolumbus. |[See Major Gibson’s report, No. 16, supra;] At
Springhill and Peto precincts the Democratic ticket was not allowed to be
voted for. At Clinton an officer attended with Asboth’s order, but, on be-
ing shown the law of the State, he refused to interfere, and the election
was held according to law ; but the voters having understood that Asboth’s
order would be enforced, they remained at home, and not half the Demo-
cratic vote of the precjnct was cast. :

Fulton County—At Hickman an cfficer commanding the troops ordered
the judges to suffer no one to be voted for unless they were satisfied he
had taken the oath prescribed by General Asboth: The Democratie. ticket
was therefore not allowed to bé voted-for at that point, though many offered
to vote for it.

Meade County—At Big Spring Captain Johnson forbade the Democratic
ticket to be placed on the poll-books, stating that,he was acting under-the
orders of General Shackleford.

Shelby County—At Duke’s precinct fio one was allowed to vole except
for Bramleétte, though volers offered to take any oath required, They were
told that no disloyal man could vote, and an offer to vote the Democratic
ticket was an evidence of disloyalty.

Lyon County—Soldiers were stationed at each precinct. The Demo-
cratic ticket was not permitted to be: voted.

Daviess Lounty—At Owensboro the Democratic ticket was not permif-
ted to be entered on the poll book. At Yelverton the oath required by the
State laws only wes administered and Wickliffe got two votes to one for
Bramlette, . At Knottsville the Democratic ticket was erased from the poll-
book by the military, as was also done at Curdville, Oakford and Murday’s.

Henderson. County— Voters were required to_ take General Shackleford’s
oath. At Henderson several persons were arrested for voting the Demo-
cratic ticket, At the Hebardville, Sponsyille and Tilloton’s precinets the
Democratic ticket was not allowed on the poll-books. At the Walnut
Bottom precinct sixteen votes were cast for Wickliffe and none for Bram-
lette before the arrival of the military, when the officer in command seized
the poll-books and carried them to headquarters.

Owen County—In eight precincts no votes were allowed to be cast for
Wickliffe. For some reason ninety-seven voles were permitted to be re-
corded for him in one precinet and thirty-six in another.

Nelson County—At Bardstown, C slonel Butler in person erased the
Demoeratic ticket from the poll-books. At Boston, Bloomfiéld, IHigh
Grove, Deatsyille and Ballard’s the soldiery prohibited any one from voting
for Wickliffe. At Chaplin the wilitary were not permitted to control the
election, and Wicklifte got ninety-three votes to gix for Bramlette.

Waoodford County—At Versailles the. Provost Marshal gave notice at the
polls that those who voted the Democr atic ticket would leave a record Op
their disloyalty, so that he would know whose property fo seize as the
sympathizers in rebekion. Finally none were allowed to vote who disap-
proved the negro policy of the Administration.

Cengressional” Districts Nosi 0 and T.—Voters in addition to the omh
required by law, were required to answer quesfions as to their feelinks,
spmpathies and wishes. If they failed to answer thCSC'Haliﬂfﬂulo_l‘ii}'. or
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J .
refused to answer at all, their votes were rejeeted, Those who had voted
early in the day were afterwards called back and these questions put to
them and their votes erased. All this was done under the authority of tele-
graphic dispatches sent over the Districts, stating that Major M. O. John-
ston had ‘:issued an order” that these questions were to be put to voters.—
Mr. Johnston is a distinguished lawyer from Lexington, and' he has gince,
in a public card, denied that he had ever given such an opinion. but, on
the contrary, when consulted by the judges of election, had adyised them
that such questions were illegal. ;
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