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Some stands of timber are not cut at
al, but reserved for other purposes.
Severalstands of virgin pond pine and
cypress are set aside as examples of
the old growth that once covered
Targe areas. One stand of longleaf pine
contains individual tre

reserved
as habitat for the red-cockaded oo
pecker, one of the species of wildife
currently on the endangered fst.

Outdoor recreation opportunites on the
Croatan include camping, picnicking,
boating, canosing, birdwatching, swim-
ming, hunting, fishing, or simply enjoy-
ing the forest soltude. Summer visitors
should bring a supply of insectiide.
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FLOUNDERING is a favorite pastime
for summer visitors to the -
of Neuse River and Pettiford Bay. Using
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Commercial hardwood species on the

Croatan include sweetgum, tupel s,

yellowpoplar, and osk 3

on an 80-year

i g abt,pon, s
o usualy. managed

on a 70 year rotation.

LAND OF THE POCOSIN

The Croatan is one of four National Forests in North Carolina. Itis the most “coastal” of any National Forest in
eastern United States, being adjacent to, or close to, the waters of the Atlantic Ocean on the southern and
northeastern sides. Its total area is 155,000 acres. The name “Croatan” is derived from the Algonkian Indian
word for the “council town'” that was Iocated in the ar

The coastal environment provides an almost year-long recreation season, and is specially favored by those who
enjoy fishing, hoating, and swimming. Three recreation areas are available that provide facilities for a day's
outing or for longer visits by campers.

The Croatan has many unusual attractions, some of which are unique to this National Forest. The unusual
include many species. M animal,bird, and plant life seldom seen elsewhere. Unique to this Forest are the areas of
pocosins, and at least one plant species.

derived from the Indian ward for “swamp-on

7 wet upland bog with

varying depths of mucky, organic soil. This spongy tog layer

holds water like a giant sponge, and can dry out almost as
dly.

Severalunusual plant species thive
in the areas of the pocosins. The
Venus fly tap (Dionaea musei
pula) (eft), for exi
only in the eastern Coastal Pla
and on o other National Forest.
1t has leaves that are able t close
on and entrap insects, which the
plant then digests. Another plant,
the shrub Zenobia, is found only
in pocosin areas.

Otherpeculiar an
e e e o
beautifu little sundew (top) and
the pitcher plant, (rght) both of
which supplement ther soil diets
by eating insects.

The Croatan is on the Adlantic fiyvay of mig
tory birds, including ducks and geese. It creeks,
bays, swamps, marshes, and pocosins provide
habitat for many types of birdife. Bird watchers
may see egrets,fly catchers, woodpeckers, hawks,
waodcacks, owls, and many other specis. Several
b L OECTC
and p lcon, are seen occasionally. A

dent of Croatan is the osprey or
fish hawk(young in nest — left).
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