Dr. Lincoln Discovers That Talleyrand,
 Famous Frenchman, Was an Amer-
ican’ Citizen—His Oath of Al-
leglanee Now Lost

g By GEORGE NOX McCAIN

DR GEORGE WILLIAM LINCOLN, of
the Bibliophile Club, has made a most
unusual discover; m

the course of one of his numerous ex-
cursions into the realm of the little known
in literature he has found that Talleyrand,
famous French Bishop, statesman and ag-
nostic, associate of Napoleon and Mirabeau,
was 4 citizen of the United States.

Talleyrand was

States following certain episodes of the’
French Revolution.

He remained ere for thirty mouths.
During all except for a few
weeks, o lived in' Philadelp

His biographers have aceredited the bril- |
liant Frenchman with the statement :

“I have sworn allegiance to thirte
countrios in the course of my political ca-
ree

Tuyelive of tese esuntries haye been ifen- |
G861 DY hib bidersahem The thirteenth
has always heen a mystery.

Dr. Lincol has discovered it:

It is the United States of America.

THRODGH al tl\e devious windings of the
documentary evidence of 125 years, Dr.
Lincolr, Iiko the trained Hbrasiay that ho
is, has followed the trail of Talleyrand in
this country to,a definite end.
There is only one missing link.
It is the original copy of the osth oﬁ
to the State o

the United States, to Which Talleyrand sub~
scribed here in Philadelph

1t was shortly after he landed-at the whart
on the Delaware not more. then & few
months at most.

He took the oath before the then Magor
of Philadelphia, Matthew Clarkson.
* So carefully has Dr. Lincoln investigated
the life of Tialleyrand in Philadelphia that
| nothing historically valuable is missing ex-

t the original oath of allegiance.

| PALLEYRAND, brilliant, subtle and un-
serupulous, wag one of the lumxuams of
the French Revolution.

“H& was intended:for the-army, but in
Sk ‘permanently injured one of his

feet in'a fall, and ‘im barred him from a
military career,

“Reluctantly he turned to the Clurch. At |
thirty-five he was a Bishop. At forty he

i

a
Later he was escommunicated by the
e, after he had sided with the populace
in_the Revolution .

Napoleon told him after his return from
Moscow and when Talleyrand was still a |
member of the cous

“Tou are a coward, @ traitor and a. thiet.
You do not even believe in God. You have
| ‘outraged and dece;veg eversbody. You
would sell your own fatl

| Whiles in England trying to patch up a
peace news cam of tho esecfion of s
A an emissary of France he was expelled,
‘He then sailed for the United States, afraid
to return to lus native land.

2t \

Sﬂonﬁz after his arrival in Philadel-

phia le was elected a member of the
sﬁpan Philosophical Society.
was 'greaﬂy courted by the leading
people this cf !

Washington, !mwever, as President of the |
| United States, declin ed to receive him.

The French Minjster to the United
tates called on A Washington and

t Talleyrand was regarded.

rance.
the Preexdent recognized, or rev:exve!l
I’um, it would be considered an affront to
the Km and Government of I‘rance

OR many years there existed the im-
pression that Talleyrand had mafle an

ion of his election.
ncoln’s examination of the “ancient
ipts and minutes of that bod!vl shows
of any address made by the bril-
I nehmm.

muel Breck’s “Reco“echons of Mv
Aéquamtmce and Association with Deceased
| Members of the American Philosophical
Soc)ety» hei says:

les Museum in Mareh,

1808 ﬂm origi inal under gilt frame and
P RO T o S (Tal-
leyrand) took when lie swore fidelity as a '

Pennsylva d his own hand—
ik aiitics Tnlleyrand de Perigord.” |
_ This is the clusive document which Dr.
Lineoln seeks. i
All trace of it has been lost since the
curios and relics of e

under the l;ummer

cx-inums DA cosTa, s

‘recalls that his grandfather, who at
time resided on Front. atreet the leading

told “him  that Tullaytund'q ﬁrst abiding
when arri in Philadelphia was
'R the Harley Sheat Hotel, on Second strect
above
Tater, when -he returned from his trip
‘the West and as’far north as Maine,
he_hired o louse.in Bread strect.
o

. He sailed for France in a Danish ship
‘on the 10th of June, 1786, and never re-
tumed o ms country.

HAR’LES MAURIGE TALLEYBAND |
, DE P as an American cxt-

en is one S o novelties of Ameri
“history.

There can be no doubt of the fnct, how-
ever.

D meoln s renearches have located the
¥ of the oath of allegiance I have given
above in Bernhard La Combe’s private life

e e Museum
of the mysteries of the time.
Where it went is a greater mystery.

. LX:}«COL\I‘S search for the lost oath

of allegiance is not an unusual thing.

‘All over the world today men are hunting

’tox' lost manuecnp‘x, books and documents.

collector of ancient manuscripts bought

mme hsh in the old Hungerford market in

Yarmouth, England, several years ago. He

that the dealer wrapped the fish in

some sh.ff paper torn from a book ab his
side. |

The antiquarian: went home and on un-

wrapping the fish discovered the paper bore

the signatures of four Ministers of James IL.

Among them Were R treatise on the
Tucharist by BEdw:
the Order omtl tbg ;‘uter in the handwriting |
of Queen Elizabet]
SR up
to a sense of what it had lost, it was too
late to recover the precious documents.

An inquiry was instituted, but the papers
“had beerr irretrievably seattered.




