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Tt ilas < but really I can hardly tell

I have been very deficient in not acknowledging, at
an earlier period the ?cCc¢Jt eft vour epliging favor of the st
cf llay. last year, aCCCquuj ng a copy of the woerks of the vene-
rable Bishecn of Scdor and ua which, ggreeably to the Will of
the late Doctor Thomas Wilso (n;; ;ou) you had the goocdness to
cend - me.

A paragraph in George Washington's will readk as follows:- "To
the Reverand, Now Bryan, Lord Fairfay I give a Bible in three
large folio volumes with notes, presented to me by the Right Rev-
erand Thomas Wilscn, Bishou of Sodor and Man." When the Bishop
died in %55, Wa%h;ngton was 23, and his Notes on the Bible was

not uublished until after his death. His collected works appear-
ed in 1781




"Thomas Wilson, Bishop of Sodor and Man . . . was, like Lord
Halifax, a deliberate writer of aphorisms; and in his Sacra
Privata and in his Maxims of Piety and Christianity we possess
two large collections of pious and edifying maxims. Wilson is
princivally remmebered - as far as he is at all remembered -

by the praise given by Matthew Arnold to this holy bishop,

who united, liatthew Arnold says, the most sincere ardor and unc-
tion 'to that downright honesty and plain good sense which our
English race has sO powerfully applied to the divine impossibil-
ities of religion.'

Bishop Wilson's maxims have often a perfection of form which
distinguishes them from the general run of pious reflections.
Since aphorisms are too apt to be cynical, let us take advantage
of his art to elevate our minds for the moment, by quoting a few
of what Matthew Arnold described as his 'valuable precepts and
admonitions of piety.'

[Reperusals and Re-collections. English Aphorists. By Logan
Pearsallcmith. New York: 1937. |




