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Zola’s Youth.

M. D’ALMERAS in Za Revue continues his articles on the
earlystruggles of eminent men, taking M. Zola as his th-me. |
At eighteen Zola found the door of almost every liberal
profession closed to him, having twice failed to obtain his
bachelor’s degree “ for insufficient knowledge of French.”
Two years later a doctor, a friend of Zola’s family,

ried to keep the proud youth from starvation by giving
him 2o francs to leave cards at people’s houses. About
he same time Zola made his first appearance in the
Paris Press—in a little magazine, 77avail—curiously
enough, which, though nominally weekly, appeared
‘when it could,” one of its chief contributors being
M. Clémenceau. On the arrest of its three chief writers
Travail ceased publication. Not a year later, Zola
" had found a place with MM, Hachette at 10of, (£4) a
month in the parcels department. Many years of
poverty and uncertainty were still before him, but the
* worst was now past.










