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ABERDEEN, George Hamilton Gordon, ear
alb'-er-deen, suc\.eedcd to the title on the death
of his glandfathcr in 1802, and in 1814 was
created Viscount Gordon, in right of which he
sat in the House of Lords. On account of his
former classic researches into anthu'mnn re-
mains, he was called in Lord Byron’s ** English
Bards and Scotch Reviewers, i the s avelled
thane, Athenian Aberdeen. " Ftis as a poli-
tician and statesman, however, that he is best
known. In 1813 he was sent on a special mis-
sion to Vienna, and was the means of bringing
over Austna to the alliance against France.
Subsequently he was recognised as a staunch
adherent of the Tory party, and accepted,
under the first administration of the duke of
Wellington, the office of secretary for foreign
affairs, which he retained till the ministry re-
signed in 1830. Whilst in office he assisted in
establishing Lhemdc.p(.ndt.nce of Greece. Under
the brief administration of Sir Robert Peel
(1834~5) he was colonial secretary, and on the
restoration to power of that statesman in 1841,
he once more became foreign secretary, which
office he held until the munqtry fell, in 1846.
On the death of Sir Robert, the earl of Aber-
deen was considered to be the virtual repre-
sentative of what was known as the Peel party,
and on the fall of the Derby ministry in 1852,
he was empowered to form a new admimstra-
tion. This he effected, and he steadily endea-
voured to prevent the country from_entering
upon the conflict with Russia. All his efforts,
however, were unavailing, and war was de-
clared against the northern autocrat. Under
the remainder of his administration, the public
believed that the war was not conducted with
that degree of vigour necessary to insure fa-
vourable results. Failing to receive sufficient
support to enable him to carry out his mea-
sures, the earl resigned in 1855. He after-
wards took no active part in public affairs. As
an author, the earl is known by a work enti-
tled, *° An Inquiry into the Principles of Beauty
in Greek Architecture,” embodying the results
of his antiquarian researches in Greecc. B, Jan.
28, 1784 ; D. Dec. 14, 1860. F 3t




