MURRAY,; ALEXANDER, D.D., born at Dunkit-
terick, in the stewartry of Kirkcudbright, 22 Oct.,
17%5. At the early age of ten he was sent out to
get his living as a shepherd, and the education im-
parted to him by others was of the most meagre
kind ; but by extraordinary application he con-
trived to acquire a knowledge of Hebrew, French,
Latin, and Greek. The fame of his acquire-
ments procured him admission into the university
of Edinburgh (1794), and the progress of his studies
continued unabated. He devoted much attention
to oriental literature, particularly the Abyssinian
anguage—a circumstance which pre-eminently

ualified him to superintend a new edition of
Bruce’s Travels, In 1806 he became assistant to
Dr. Muirhead, minister of Urr, whom he soon
afterwards succeeded in the pastoral office ; but in
1812 he was called from thence to fill the chair of
oriental languages at Edinburgh. He died shortly
afterwards on 15 April, 18r3. His ‘ History of the
European Languages’ was printed 1 '0ls,, I8
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