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CROKER, JOuN WILSGN, a politician and'author,
was born in the county of Galway 20 Dec. 1,80
and educated at Trinity College, Dublin, bumr
afterwards called to the Irish bar. In 1808 he was
returned to the House of Commions by the
borough of Downpatrick, and he soon acquired
a parliamentary reputation, in conséquence of a
speech which he delivered in defence of the duke
of York. This led to his appointment, in 180, as
secretary to the Admiralty, a post which he held
t1ll 1830 During this period he represented suc-
cessively Downpatrick, Athlone, Yarmouth, Bod-
min, and Dublin University. In Dec., 1832, Mr.
Croker retired from parliamentary life ‘'on account
of his disgust and apprehension at the passing of
the Reform Bill., His long official services were
rewarded with a pension of £1,500a year. Thence-
forward he devoted himself exclusively to literary
pursuits, and resided for the most part at T\I()L11*>L\ .
‘mear Hampton Court, where he ended his days
1o Aug., 1857. Mr. Clok{,r was always a consist=
ent supporter, both with his tongue and his pen,
of extreme Conservative doctrines, and never lost
an opportunity of attacking his opponents with
'the utmost ranceur and malignity. He was a
constant contributor to the ¢ Quarterly Reviewv,’
and lhikewise published a number of 1&Lpdr1t0
works. The more important are an ecdition of
Boswell’s ¢ Life of Johnson,” for which he re-
ceived a severe lashing at the hands of Macaulay ;

“Stories from the History of England;’ ¢ A Sketch
of Ireland, past and present;’ ¢ A chlx to the
Letters of Malachi M:lld“’lﬂ“"thﬁ_r s> ¢ Malitary
Events of the French Revolution of 18303’ ¢ Letters
on the Naval War with America;’ ‘ Songs of Tra-
falgar;” some lyrical poems of merit, 1n(_‘lmlm_u;
some fine ¢ L:nes on the Death of Canning.’ He
also edsted ¢ The Suffolk Papers;’ ¢ Lady Hervey’s
Letters;’ ¢ Lord Hevvey’s Memoirs of the FLH"
of George II.;” and the ¢ Works of Pope.”




