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H avivG to attone for one of the greatest crimes against my fel-
low man, that of taking from him 1h 1t precious imu;- \*]awh God

— S o ——Y

7 aloneean cive: and which no earthly power can restoreé back again,
and that atonement, having to be made according to God’s hely law,

_ ‘“life fer life, and blood for bload.? 1 F;.u'g; no Iig -i t to complain,
gﬁ:.- . anddo not, soon 1 am to suffer the penalty of an insulted and out-
=" *oaad law, upoa the gallows ; and as I have nothing now to bind me
1 .6 'l'ii. .H.ll nothing te hl.r_[u‘-. i but the Mercy of mv Heavenly
Father; 1 feel it du lr to_myself, to my friends, and to the '.ra_nrhf,
that | give a baief history of my life, together with a plain mvar-
nished statement of facts, with the steps-that hayé led me on in
FATI id B "'”IL‘!“E‘ nin crime, up tothe lin;; of my incarceration in this @
gloomy eell. And lhmlgll my brief career has been marked h‘
wickeddwss, dissipation and crime, dt. glomost evemetep. Yet, |
- AL II publie, and especk iy that Pt arfion of it'to whom ;h'; ;
sated, will '--;.‘:--n-- me honest in my recital, while Ewrite gol
- 1 gment day ? -as but
» MOLITEE That tm]ul me to this course; is thati otheys. may f .-l i
and shum the 1|l..l rocks upon which L have siruck Y of
'!--;'_. "]J 1885, ' ]'-.‘.' d.*]' ’ %
f'l'él-'.:ll:a; L) hﬁ
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wreoked all my prospects of wor 'J~

have brought shame and discrace upon ..“«r“ and

derefl my wife a widow, and my child a premature orphan.  And <
T e the ho pe, that my E'-f«"..n!"y will serve as a Wwarninge to parents =
=& 't6 rive their children E-rn]rs‘r moral culftge, by traini o them in th
way they shoald go, it in after years they :'..' 1y not ":'-:::- from It
,;lllul! 30 to :“unu mMen espid 1at'|1,’ [|J|I l“'.' flee from diss 1l.r||..=.: \
i every kind' : for assuredly the end thereof is death. No sentimen ¢
.I evVer 11-.[:'!'1‘15 by the pen of |T"-!I“i|.'li"'.'. itself, was more emphatic
trae; than the deelaration of the ; ipostle when he said-** the wages of
sin is death,” and while 1 eall upon my fellow=men, totake warning
h_\' my sad fate. £|:-Ll- : 'h'\ \'.l|1 attacl momy 4e my . imunoeent
wile and ehild, and that ‘i"—‘_-l' community, though ‘il:--":'- mcengsed
; duninst myself, will treat my wife, and especially my dacgehter; with |
that sympathy which ther forlorn and unbappy condition requires, )
And ‘while T feel it dueé to myself, '.1'|'.-.1|"u to diselose my.own
evimes mthe fo lowing pages, I feel the duty equally imperative upon
¥
.
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me to show to the world as far as pracficable, fhe connecfiens others
have had in bringing me to this tragicend. And should some feel
sore, mnder the disclosures I m: ay make, they must remember it is
their own deings, which must stare them full in the face in the Judg-
auent Day.. There is lhhfii“’urf’!lt!' however, between them and my-
self. I must suffer thelaw's utmost penalty. While those who

stimulated and wrged me on to the dreadful deed, goes unwhipt of

Justice,
them.

And I would say to the citizens of Morgan County, particularly,
and the community generally, to be on l]u ir guard. For after my
execntion there will bl men left in your muht who are steeped to
to the very nese ard ehin, in the blackest of crimes, and are ever
upan the alert, seeking opportunities.for the perpetration,

s WILILIAM. IL BROWXL

Oaly in so far 88 conscience from his throne thunders upen
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“IFN ANB CONFESSI®N.

Tn givirg a history of 'my short but eventful life. . The de-
¢ire with my readersagill be but in accordance with nature,
t0 3 know the place of m 1y notortety, my parentage, edutca-
“lon, ete. :

I was bern in Morean County, Ky-, at my athers’ resi-

. denee, ten miles east of West L l|'!| rtv, u= "mcruct 1825, Ma-

- King «ne now 28 years rﬂd I am the eldegt won of Elijah
Browa. My Mother ds'the daughter nf the Rev’d. William

p Coffee. My parents cre in moderate circnmstances, but of
common respectability, se far as I know, and respectably con-
neeted or both my fatherand motkers side.

My father |J+:1u-7 in moderate circumstances, and but little
altention being [s'ud to education in the neighborhood ke lives
m ‘my education was greatly neglected. I aequired enongh

wever, to erable me to read m_d write a httle. As to

gal or religious treining at home, T had none. 4 was nol
euglet tkat it avas wrong to curse and gwear, and it was but
seldom that I keard the mame ef God made use of orlyim
r]m{r‘rem\ or profanity. My father was in the daily kabit of
profanity hence by easy .sleps I scon became an ade pt in the
use of pr r;hrw language. @, had my infant lips been taught

=t

vt

——

R~ 0 pray, whend lrsr.tlw-y could l;mp a Saviour’s name ; how.dif-

ferent now would bawve hwn my situation. $But inthe raising
of my fathers family, so dar as [ fknow, God was Imt m all
their thou; ghts ; :wnhﬁr was faar before their eyes, No fam-
ily altar erect er‘l around, whick to eluster end warrilp; nao
i['ﬁli‘-.- prayers; no kind parental voiee to say ; mry som, this
i E: tke way of heliness, come let us walk in i. No dear
reader, mo; these were blessings am. privileges to whioh I was
an entire stranger, But like the wild asses cok, I grew ts
manhliood, c carelass and 1*mnnlrrmni arowing moze hardéned
and mature in crime every day, I never heard my father {u?
dress a [H-utmn to the throne of grace, either for himself «
any of his family. How greatly blessed are those r‘lul:.in N

-
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who have praying parents, who daily hold them mp to a throne
of grace, on the wings of faith, sueh are not likely to be-led L »
captive by the devil, at his wilk.
[ oceasionally attended preaching and sometimes had some
zood impressions under the n]llthll‘\a of the word, ‘but having
no home teach mvu and no pious asgociates these impressions
ere like the mornin 1o (iDU{L and the ‘early dew that passeth

away.

Having accom plished the days of my minority, I left my
father’s House and soon became Itl]l.ll’!uil}l’f fond of drinking,
zambling, shooting and !vw-ln r counterfeit money, and’ I w il
nere say n ‘]L‘-li(’L t my father, that, notw 1t.1:~t,.3"|.11‘.1: he

never taught me the ways of righ feousness, yet he never ifi-

structed o u~|u_n~11.1-rrd me in these things, and I presume but

little dreamed of the sad fate to which my crimes and (’l“I

pation was madly rushing me on. Nothing worthy of note &

A

occurred in ﬂ history of my life from this ptllnd till about :
the 26tk of December 1850, save that'I still kept up my

drinking, ;a,..tmnlms__ and f_'u:{-r:sinngiﬂ_‘-_,' yassing small sums of

counterfeit :;1:.-:1--.1.'.' About this time 1 married Margaret F.
Williams, daughter of John Williams Esq. of this coanty, &

gentleman of high standing and respec tability. 1then moved

ya farm I « rl upon thf- roek "f11!-1 fork of Lieking le
.1m| raised two cre ~,~ there, but Mrs., Williams my mother-in-
law dying, I move d back to my Illfl“lvll'l law’s, Squire W 11»-—-—-——"""'"_'_"
liams and lived there till in December 1852,

I say that nothing very remarkable’had occured inithe Bise
tory of my life from'the time 1 left my fathers house, up to
this time, and yet it may be ‘well to note the ‘ll}pll‘t!l{ es, Or
ways and méans .-1,' hich T have been prepared and led on
step by step, t tlt 1l hqur that sealed my earthly doom.

The fix --::9.'. ever made to me to engage in dealing in~ .
counterlet money to any great extent, was !_I-I‘lf.l.l_‘ to me :n SN
West Liberty, by James A. Day, a citizen (-I' Morgan €ou-
¥, living inthe north side of the connty, near Triplett. = He
urged me to take from him whatever amount 1 wished and
when it"was disposed of, pay him half" the amount. 1 think
it is likely if it had ‘ f |.1;:| r curreney I would bave taken
ome. but it was counterfeit silver. and 1 was afraid of it and
did ‘not take any.

After this I had various propositions to deal in counterfeit

th

money from .'-1- n not residents of this State: '"One of these
offers was made by two men from the State of Obic; whose
names were Kdward Williams, and Jonathan Mays. These
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men stayed several days at my fathers, and run horses, they
offered me any amount I w anted, but I tOl’}Ix none from them,
I payed Mays ten dollars to Imlm me the marks on ‘cards, he
learned me well, and from him I learned more about cards
than ever I learned from any one else. While these men

" were in West Liberty ‘s]n- played with two men in that

place who were celebrated gamblers, but they won .off him.
They then went to Bloomington, 12 miles east of West
Liibe rty, myself going along. ‘Wethere phs,ul with a young
doctor Ilnwr at that place, Mays won off him $16, Fh 'Mﬂ
[ won tfrom 14 to 18 dollars.

Williams who came with Mays H]i]*[i(‘!f off from the tav-
ern where he h'mr!! d and never |J.11d his bill. Mays remain
ed .several weeks, mvself in his company the' most of 1’..L
time drinking 1I]4i-r1111h]l't'r witlr any and all who would en-
gage with us. I wasalways ready to gamble with any one
ancdibt was to me a source of the hlght“! gratifieation to get
around the card table, for I had learned the art so well I was

almost sure to win,  About this time I commenced receiving
siums gl counterfeit mone A4 from citizens of this t'["l"ll[} these
suins it 1s true were not large at first, but they served to lead

=N}

me on step by step to larger crimes. |1 began to conclude
tFH[ | was pretty expertin the business, and went into it nupon
a larger,ecale. 1 had not the nerve, however, to offer to pass

ﬂ‘mu first preparing myself by reiting under the infly-

. 1.-!-“"“-\.—.

enc -|.l .n HOT. 1'.’\’-':u_-;| {‘E:E'y IIithflill |\i.|||'.c one ol the
]

fornoseraeneat the husiness, ‘m** my heart delighted 1n 1t
but 1_: was under the influence of whiskey, thatall pervading
desiroy

Therewas 2 man who professed to he a very particular
friend of mine, a great ’_{‘:l!;!r-lf'l' (and I looked' on all gam-
blesvas friends,) by the name of Buck Prater, then a resident
o1 this. but now of G r1|||‘| comnty, who led me from vice
to vice. .mr[ from {|LIL_1 {¢) [I'H!r llll'[il ] Wias 'l‘!'J.]I rT#‘h’
hardened and thoucht I was hard to beat, at either gamb l’u__f

ar ‘counterfeiting.

From the year 1848 I had another particular friend of the
game st ||j|I'|-. William R. Holbrooks, living Tlr"-'l!‘ Hff-c'!lliil;{-
He |1|err-~u | great friendship for me,and always fur-

on.

nished ‘me with any amount of counterfeit money I wanted.
I have received a great deal of this kind of meney.irom him,
Lafso received a great deal of spurious gold and silver from

him {or which 1 [;;-.ial l'lin_t':-.ir't._r cents to the dollar, and then
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this professed friend of mine led me on in like manner_ as
did Buck Prater. ¢
And I will take the liberty here of dropping a word of
counsel and admonition to my particular friends, Prater and
Holbrooks, also my other friends of like stamp, to take warn-
ing by me, and at once, and forever break off from these un-
lawful and soul destroying practices, lest they share my sad
and wretched fate, L'i‘Jllli[I.l‘:L‘ in a loathesome gloomy cell
loaded with chains ironed fast to the floor, and though the
cell is small indeed yet not the liberty of half this small
room, the doors made doubly secure by bolts and bars, and
then a constant guard of nine orten men around my prison
night and day, firing off their muskets evening and morning
over and around my dungeon home. While I'am writing in

these iron chains without either chair or table, having the i
bitter reflection that you and just such other friends as you, by
your counsels brought me here, and have the bitter reflection »

that T am under the sentence of death, and that justly, and in
a few days am to be suspended between the heayens and the ,
earth, a spectacle for men to gaze upon, and take warning by, "

and should you have the nerve to stand by and see me stffer 2
the penalty of the law, remember you led me on, and that k
s0oner or {:nr-r(unfrws you repent and reform,) the very eup &
which you have so remorselessly placed to my lips, Jou yout- po-
selves must drink to the very dregs, and should it be (fr=

happy lots to take my position in this dreary dungepy, then

you will haye ample time for reflection. i

o= After - being thus led on by these, my professed friends, I

often visited Bloomington for the express purpose of drinking,
gambling, fighting and passing counterfeit money, atl of which

i greatly delighted in. A i

During this period of my career, I formed an 30(5117'._}71“;,'131,,__,“1‘;-“}, =

with a man by the name of Fairchilds, who resides sometimes

in Johnson and sometimes in eitlier Brethet or Perry: he is

a very bad man, and perhaps the blackest blacklez now in the
mountains of Kentucky. He makes a regular business of
passing counterfeit money, robbing and stealing horses. He

1s the same man who attempted some year ortwo ago to mur-

der Robert D. Ulm, of this county, on the waters of Caney,
knocking him down, leaving him for dead and rifling his pock-

ets of the sum of four dollars. He is, certainly, a great
scoundrel, and I trust the community will keep :11-!'..11"[} eye

upon him and bring him to justice, for he is too vile a man'to®

be permitted to run at large, I know not his whereabouts at
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the present time; the last time I heard from him be was
gnmﬂ down ‘the B.l.r; Sandy river in a cenoe with a set of
Blacksmith’s tools which he had stolen,

A young man by the name of Morris Tived about Bloomi
ton a short time in the fall of 1852. T formed a slight ac-
quaintance svith him and played cards with him several times;
but about the 12th of December he was suddenly missing;
and I am aware that after the fate] tragedy wifth the ')eddler,
and py arrest for the same, suspicion féll on me, t'mt { had
killed peor Morris, or knew who did do 1t,—fhis thum Tam
innocent of. 1 :hd not kill him, nor was nor was 1 privy i
his.death in any shape whatever; but if .he was murdered ¥
have no doubt he' received his doom at the hands of my old
friend Holbrooks, who, I entertain nodoubt, wonld do snch 2
deed if a suitable nppar'mutv offered.  After my commitfal
to this prison, ay great and only object svas to get out: I
carad but little how or by what means so I could suceeed inm
any way, hence my cld and faithful friend, Holbrooks, made

& proposition to my father that if I would give kim sixty dol-
]‘II'*«., he would swear that Morrisetold him fhat-he {Morris)
had robbed the peddlar, and, fartliet, ht was to get two men
in Blair to swear that Mnrns stayed at one of their hiduses on
the night of the 12th of December last and stated that he had
xobbed an Irish peddler on the kead of Paint on the Tuesday
wecaesing,  This he said he could get fhese twe men m
sweal, or :tmn ing else he wished them to. On this 1
him-a-herse werth fifty or sixty dollars, but he wholly hi]eil
in the hour of need; and it will he remembered that Bl“}'
never could be got into Court to sfestify fhongh he took fhe
horse to do it. I wish my friends to collect the value of the
horse from kim and apply it either to the payment of my jus
dabts or-the benefit of my child.

2 ——="Pui I will now give 2 history in .detail, as brief as fhe na-

ture of the case will admi, of the perpetration of the awiul
erime for which I am now under sentence of death, On fhe
night of the 5th: of December, 1852 I wasata corn husking
at the widow Jane William’s “where 1 learned that there was
an Irish pedlar in the neighborhood who had 2 considerable
amount of money. James F. Williams told me he seen him
have six or seven hundred dollars.at least ; he said he saw
three one hundred dollar bills and several fifty dollar bills.
After this conversation with James H., Williams and Hayden
Williams made a proposal to me, that if T wouldgo with hie
and take my gun be sould kill the peddler and give me fifty
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lars of ithe money. I do 'not remember what answer ¥
ide him; but I did" not have any idea of doing it myself.
wis you see the first proposition of murder and robbe Ty WaS
1ot made fi, me, as provi ed on my trial, but was made to me r
and that M one of the principal witnesses against me. f
The William’s all t iI.Lud about the |u.- ldler and his money £
much more than I did. James H. and Hayden Williams P
Both said they did not think it would be any barm to rob the -1
lt-.il'_T - s he could never have that much money unless he had 4
got it in L,L same way by robl *!In” some one else, "\nrii' rson 3
$Williams then said it was no h ’Hn. rr- rob any body who fol- ,’é
lowed robbing for it was a business that no iIm*rxt man would :
follow. James Lacey then stat ted that he had seen the' same 4
E:_-'f|r r on Sunday, the day previous, at Silas Nichels, and that B
fe said ke was afraid to travel on, lest he should be robbed £
and so lay by on Sunday ; but that on Mo A;'l"n_; he concluded 4
o go fk|~ way, and it was on Monday previous to t]{- night of ‘e 2
gorn shucking that the peddler stopped at James H. William’s £ ;
2nd sold a :;-_I.i.- hnen; whed Williams said he had seen his oF
money, and i"_ was op. t_;t' night the peddler stayed at Wil- g
Har We stmcked corn till ahout eleven f"j!c
“clock that night, 1*"1 \er »v\:x. time there was a cood deal ';“f'n
gk e : 2 ing
of Tiq drank and ne ‘arly all the company was drunk, .L;ul %
prefty -much thefwhble  the pedler and his mioney “ as :::
theme of conversation LI_} some, and I was diwnk mys _,.--"‘"&F"'-
the conversation of the company being almost entirely .N ot ik
; adler apnd his money, robbine him, ete., I was ;‘1,11} in m-j'
.1t(., .i'nptui to engage in the dreadful Lh_ed, ear]
ti'- eorn shucki ng Seve ‘al of us concluded to 70 fror.
; not pro ceed far ti ll we umi ed, built up a fire, nay
ne staye .=_‘,f.-:I cards till na_lnh’ day. I"t}n‘-?' Wil- carc
5y Williams,  Andrew Williams and myelf. and
tie company, al | aldo some others., “While at ;. fn. Mo L
we drank a quart of liquor, which kept us all drunk. 2Pl
-“"_ lenn Williams stated on oath n"l’a my trial that whilé s
e, W '!'i: fire, 1 1'-'L'-.-.'[~'.=--<1 him and Luu him to one side, as I
ind proposed to kim to go with me and kill the peddler, this i“;ad.
WOL true, 'i"'- fan’": are these, he plucked me td one side tﬂz}t
and then, for the second time proposed to me for us to go .'l::t"l. I I‘“:E
il a rob the ]"-’]-‘l-;* Ly it was then'we made the i‘.!'I':!th-l ment -ag:m
: co with me, I w as to shoot him and wewere to di- 3'.'_1[;[}]
vide the profits, “’"," den said if it came up he would swea: =AY
me clear, so that I never would suffer by it !\m_ hie got so ey
drionk that he was not lF e to o0, and T "am :']_1.]'5{5!!{[ ‘h 2t his any 1
- y v = fun a
he w
wlown
S —— .
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L]
extreme intoxication disabling him from guing is the emly rea-
gon that he was not fully an accomplice in the deed and stood
equally guilty with myself in' the awful crime which I must
soon expiate upon the gallows,
I then determined 1o have all the money myself, took 2
“fresh charge of liquot, filled my boltle at Harvey Williams, {.
ind started for the spot I intended io way lay him at, I went
ast Wm. Williams to see if I could see anything of him.
Not seeing him however, I thonght about going in and trading
ome with him, and let him have a counterfeit ten dollar hill,
g farvey Williams desired me to de, but T did not do it. §
ten went on te some old waste house on the road, and " stop-
ed there for a short time, and thought it possible ke might
.ave passed on.

fithen went on up the creek, from the old house, near to th
foot\of the hill, and shot my gun off into 2 heachi tres on tiie
right hand side of the road, threw the flint out of my gun,
and resolved I wonld not kill the peddler. 1 went on sonie dis-
{ance te a deep hole in the creek, with the intention of throw-
ing my gun in, but then it appeared to me that wiisky kad

I given the devil full pover over me, and that a burden wae
En e e yie that T could not cast off. T thien went back,
hunted and found my flint and reloaded my guh, and went sn
my way-till I arrived at the contemplated spot, which wa'
early in the morning. I took my stand about thirty yands

from thke road on the left hand side, bekind a chestnuf. root,
baying much liquor in me, and having been up drinking and
card playing during the previous night, I soon became stupid

and lay down and fell asleep, how long I slept I know not,

“3e e think it was but a short time, I was suddenly awole by
a Pheasant flying immediately over me, which Err:_\imh!y Was
scared up by the peddler passing along. I raisad mp, and just

as I raised I saw the peddler, ke had got rather passed me, but

fiad turned round so his breast was fair to me, it is probable

that he halted and turned around to look after his Pheasant.

I fired just aske seemed to be in the act of tarning to start on

again. [ think the ball must have struck him about the left
mipple, hie appeared to know he was shot, he went down quite
easy, he carried his budget of table linens upon a stick, and

they fell back at the crack of fle gun, I do not think e made

any noise when he fell, I left my gun where I was setting and

L run across 2 steep Bollow to where he fell, when I got to him

he was entirely dead, I laid hold of him and dragged him
down a very steep bank inte a hollow, and then searched kis

iy,

T i e s e i Y T
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pockets and took from him what money I could find, T fiest

searched his pantaloons pockets. and found in them three

pmm of silver and a mnm}f five cent piece, one twenty cent
ieceyand one ten cent piece, this was all the silver I found-

about him. I them searched his vest po kets and there found a

forty dollar bill upon the State bank of ORio, some five dollar

Bills, and the ballance was one and'two dollar bills on various

banks, there was one fwo dollar bill counterfeit, one two dol-

lar bill on a Broken bank, this was all the money I got from

him, maKing forty one doll: ars, and twenty five cents, and no

more. =1 found no pockef book. T was with him but a short

time. L covered him up shghtly with some brush I foung

hard by. I themr went to my gun, where I had left. her, ang ]

started on my way. Not an\mﬂ' well where and being full e

of liguor, I soon ‘became be \nldore,d not knowing \nlm g 1

was, and the first place I found my-PIi was .near Elfisha

Smitl’s on Paint, perbaps near two mifes from the place of

the fatal catastrophie, and [ did not know then where I was til]

I met Mus. f:.n‘nt&, and told her T was [ast, and she put me on

the right way, and I went Rome that same evening, L stayed

abaut home and in the neighborhood, some nire or {¢n daye

after this time, sfill dr ml\mfr and gambling, JM‘M

piration of that time, I conduded“ to go to Greepup County, in

this state; fo meet with some of my old friends in vice and

erime. I intended fo go fo Porfsmouth Oliio, and lay in a

good supply of marked capds, that I might be enabled to con-

tinue my gambling eperations upoh a much lagrer and more

]__m[u'm.'rlf seale.

But [ will digress a [ittle here from the onward thread of
my. narrative, and go back a little in my Ristory,, for there 19
some things not x-:t fully revealed, tiat press npon me, and
I desire fo make a clean breast, and clear my own conscience;
be the consequences, what they may. And now in justice ta
myself and others, and with that honest candor, that ought
ta be L\Ptf ised by one standing on the !ln‘d King verge of” eter-
nity. § mast and will disclose 4”. and though this cour:e may
"-"lfl_!u t my name aad. my memory to the bitter carses and exe-
crations of those upon whom censure may fall, yet the truth
ought to come, and shall come, and then my duty in the mat-
ter is discharged, Notwithstanding, H‘Lulnn, Williamms and
mysell was to do the deed, yet it was a made up matter with
five of us, and well llil'|+"i‘-lu{)fi by -all the’ other three, in addi-
tion ta Hayden and myself was i'ieuw Williams, ln:ir'r-m*
Williams and Dick Williams, and if Lhr}’ had been arrested,

'5.?5..
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and the whole facts known to the court and jury, so that jus-
st tice might be equally meted out, there would be five of us
e hung together, for they done all they could do in forwarding
it the shocking business of the peddlers murder,
d- Harvy Williams was fully resolved to have some of the
a

A Imeney at least, and if I had not killed the peddler they cer-
ir tainly would. Various plans were suggested among us all
for getting the peddler’s money. Harvy at one time advised

3! : Hayden and me to black ourselves and waylay the road where
m the peddler would pass, spring out and- knock him down, reb
10 bim of lis money and let him go, and if the blow failed to kill
v him why then his life would be spared, and we could wash
o surselves and never be suspected. All these things were free-
N ly talked over among us all. Harvy, Dick, and Anderson all
li; {"S. went together to the T:-:l_\'st;u‘k where the mn'ney had been de-
o posited and searched for it, and had they have found a shug
ha sum of money as they supposed they would, they never would
of have been witnesses against mej no, never, never; but they
11T found no money, and they thought I had taken the advantage
on of them and that afterthey had assisted in forming the plans,
ed I had got the money myself and failed to make a fair Eivide
¥8 with them. If the peddler had mere money than forty-one
g metars and tweunty-five cents, some one else got it and not me
i and if he had the amount of money Harvy swore he had, 1
nd have strong reasons to believe Harvy and Dick got it.  If not
na where did it go; T didi not get it, and some one surely did,
ol and the evidence sworn to upon my trial that I said I got eight
ore hundred and ninety dellars from the peddler is not true ; 1 ney-

made that statement, and that was sworn to, no doubt, to
Al g =~ 5creen others from suspicion. | The evidence was true that 1
iy & said something about the hay stack being my bank, for T did
ind deposite the most of the money there which I got from the
ce; peddler, but the amount stated was untrue. These men with
 to I whom made the arrangement, about this horrid affair, ¥ en-
gt tertain no doubt, were well satisfied I had done the deed, and
ter- you will bear in mind it was done on Tuesday, the Tth of the
12y month; but [ made no division of the money, hence en Fri-
e- day the 10th of the month, they went out on the pretext of
ath dedr hunting, but, I have but little deubt, their real object was
1at- to find the murdered man, and, I have just as little donbt they
and did find him and make a much more thorough search of his
rith person for money than 1 had done; for at the time 1 searched
ddi- 58 hira T was drunk, greatly excited, and alarmed and did no
's011 wait long to search, and if he had the hundred dollar bil
ted:,

M s A o i s B v - e
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and fifty dollar bills Harvy swore he had, just as certainly do
I believe the"got them. :

I am the more confirmed in this belief, from the fact that
they were the first to get up the suspicion against me after
they came back the first time.

The day they met to look for the peddler, these men as I B
am informed, seemed at no loss where to go to find l.um,
elearly showing they knew before where he was, and fully
demonstrating to my mind they had found his wherabouts be-
fore, and if he had the money swore to they got it.. Had I

have believed the Williams® would have sworn as they did, >

I never would have been taken, forI had ample time and op- r
: ortunity to get away and could easily have done it, but I

f()new these men to be equally guilty with me so far as motive |

and intention was concerned, true their hands were not stained __ /5§

with his blood, but in their hearts they committed the crime.
They were my relations, and as [ looked upon them 1o be
deeply and inextricably involved inthe same crime, I did not
believe they would swear against me, but on the other hand,
supposed they wonld keep their promise and swear me clear.
lI will now return and take up the thread of my narrative §
e again. When I started from home on my G reenyp.asd Ports- i
3 mouth trip it was not to get out of the way, but for the pu""“"""‘t- &

jose before stated. T fullyintended coming back, for I be-

}ievuf if the matter ever come out my accemplices would

swear me clear. From the time [ killed the peddler up to

this time, I had not been back to make a better search for the

large amount of money, Harvy Williams induced me to be-

lieve he had, so I concluded to go by and make a mare e,

thorough search, that probably it might be in his satchell with™==#®

his table linen; I did not then think about taking these

linens.

But making the search and finding no more money, aud no

pocket book, I then resolved to take the linens which T ac-

cordingly did, and disposed of them pretty much as proven

on my trial.. I went on to Portsmouth in Ohio, and laid ina

good supyly of cards jof the kind I desired, and was on my

way home, when I was met by my two brothers, James and

Alfred at my aunts (the widow Coffe) in Greenup, and they

told me that I was aceused of -killing the peddler,

My wife sent me a special message by my brothers to come

home and stand my trial. Little did ‘she” suspect that my

hands were stained with the blood of my fellow man. Her

father and friends have accused her of having a knowledge of
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my guilt, This is an unjust suspicion, she knew nothing of it,
I carefully concealed it hnm her, if she had known it ‘«hL ne-
ver would have desired me to return back here, and she never
bhelieved a word of it Illlill I had !J:‘up]r:}'r'ri counsel and dis.
closed the whole facts to my counsel, and he disclosed to her
my guilt, to her utmost surprise and dismay, and I now hope
my ar rather fer relations will no longer attach any blame to
her on that =core.

It was on Tuesday nicht the f.’If«‘t of ‘December that my
brothers met me at my aunt Coffees. On the next morning
before or near day light'the civil of 'I cers of Morgan county
came, and called Tor me, to whom 1 at once surrendered my-
self, They took me to West Liberty, the county seat ‘of
Morzan county, havine hand culfs put 1.}1fiﬂ me on the ways;
and I will heve state; strange as it may seem, such was my
mnfatuation, and sueh my thirst for oambling; that, with all

'.J'*"-t' 11 '.!-"-'-.-.':'.i‘||_ ";"!'ii;|5~i"’1'l!'=’“.\l :'I'!'nlllt{] ITie, ']Ii{l a ir‘:r:* :'n]'
guilt pressing upon 1 , | was ready ‘and anxious to gamble
withiany one who woy ri ramble with me; and what is still
more strange, there were some ready to, and did gamble with

me, while | was under arrest awaiting the Conrt of Inquiry;
thowu rlu in irons surronnded by a 'rulald. charged and that jost-
e "."‘.-J-_.-. .;--rl hichway robberyssMy c¢hmns clanikne
at every throw of the cards, yet {hore was men ander all these
. ww with me Cards and whisky are

eirenminstances to pl ]
eursine  and E":‘.‘.l.:.'l_'_:- lo  switl ilr--éT!'m-[:-'-:L Many. ves, Vvery
f In-
-']ili!'_': was held and T was committed for further trial and not
permitted to give bail ; if I had been I would have given it and
fed. -~ I employed able counsel, Wm. H. Burns, N. P; Reed
and Andrew W. Trombo. and was satisfied that I’!l-'-_‘.' would
do every thing for my :n:,':\itt.'t! that conld be done consistent

many young men of promise of Morgan. The €ourt of

with the princ ;|J,‘ s of honor. ‘¢!1. Borns was my leading
counsel. and ta him F made my disclosares about the whole
matter. The Court of Inquiry being over 1 was remanded to

prison and cha vined around one ankle to the floor. The chain
was fastened avoand my ankle by what we
lock. which [astens by a screw in a tube, 1 got of a
twenty-penny-nail, heated the end of it in a little eoal stove
in the jail and made a key out it, with whioh I could epen
the lock with ereater faeility than even the jailor himself.

'..1"-‘5-

With this kev I rn!'_f.r'.'!‘-i'-!‘.?-.‘l. effectine my esecape. True

there was a guard but {i'w\ were Err'nr[ﬂl\ abzent. Some-

time in Februrary, Mr. Cartmel who was then subjailor,
)
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(the propet jailor being from home) one evening about dusk
came upwith supper; 1 told him I want: 1| some iresh water as
I had not had any since ihe morning before, Hu appears .l
mad; as he very often did, complained a good deal of the
Irnu::lr.'. he however went down after the water, leavine the
irap door open, but elosing one of the outside doors alter liim 3
it being dusk and no guard near, it-was as 1 thought a favora-
ble time to escape, | had my chain off, I went down into the
lower room, r]“il. when he ¢ 4-.“:- back he threw the lower doors
open, and left them open :!'.f! assed up the gang way to the
npper floor, where 1 ha p of
the steps, I passed out of the jail. I intended pulling the
door to alter me and fastening it, and thus leave Billy as my
substitute fora time at least, but providence seemed to fro
upon all my plans, and thus verify the declaration of i‘ 1A

':'11 Col IJH o -4. Ll‘~ lII % 'rlr €8] [i'u' (£

J
tion, that *¢ though E|:t:|tt join in EL.I"t[ the wicked shall not go
unpunished,” for scarcely had leared the door till i'.'.I:Lm:-I
was close at my heels, LIEned L the corner of the 51| und

jutuped three fences, inq |Ji ‘k suscession, the jailor in close pur-

-mi after me ]:ni[uu”-r as though he would rend the very
1 .

weavens with his shrieks, to obtain aid in the ehase. 'Iu] several
did. run to the reseue, T ran about five 3i'=.l.:|-'~-r;

“'"‘"‘"-l-lﬂﬂ

elosely pursued, and finalljzeive out; sor Ihalted ti ]‘Ill\ RS
ers came up, and I 'u.nm]h de huwd 1i|_',.~.=u_ll into theirhinnds
and went back avith them to my dimgeon agcain, v.'}.r-i- wwas
ironed a fresh with m-'m.w-!r 5 [-- my wrists, and a hedavy but
short chain to each leg, but still I could not -ré'- e up the idea of

eseape by some means or n-:h.--l'.

And it was about this time a fresh hope of escape grew
‘,;1 my breast, by some ].’i"i'i.'-."'!'!-:"u" b 'i.l_;‘ ,ﬂ.[:'!\'_i-_' o me |!_}'
commonwealth’s Attorney for the county, James J. Easly, he
come up. into the jail to see me, and proposed to me if |
would eive him a fee of two hundred and fifty dollars, in
notes I held upon my father and brothers for land I had sold

ther, that he would fix a plan to let- me out of the jail. He
said he would procure the keys of the jail, and et 1] e auard
into his office to playing cards, while he would procure somn

e
one to take the kejy s, open the doors and let me out; and thus
eftfect my escape ; then if he failed in this attem pty he was to
decoy the guard  to play cards in his oflice, as in the first ii-
stance, and he 1.\r:||u] employ three men to mount the jail,
tear off a J*I:]"f. of the root at the chimney, and take me out

in that'way; he only give me the name of one of the men
that he was to get to do this work ; the name he did give was
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that of Clabourn Stacy, he did nnt tell me \ﬂm he other two
Was ; the sum he said he woul their ser-

E vices was twenty five dallars r-‘lr]l. im "-L‘l‘t ]Hllheil for the
notes, and they were brought, hm fortunately never got: into
fns prmar ssion = I had doubts ‘m- fears on mature reflection of
Easly’s integrity, and the honesty of his 1|*1:-L|Imua to mu true
§F to get ont and make my escape was the leading and almost
only thought of my breast. but then Basly had deceived me
before, and proved [u—m..!!cmms. and if he had been unfaithful

L in that which was less, it was natural for me to conelude he
£ would be unfaithful in that which was greater. He had just
after my arrest and before the court of inguiry was held in my
ease, proposed to me, through my friends, to secure him a fee

: of forty dollars, and send for La. David M. Caoper, and
<o & Ksg, Archibald Prater, and with luriu'\' five dollars of the
money, he could bribe them, have them to sit upon the court

of inquiry, an t allow me to give bail, and fix the sum so low

that 1 could without diffic ulty zive it, a ul thus make my escape.

But the matter got out that E: t»!\ was tampering with me, and

acting in bad 1¢|1‘1 as a public officer, ...l.mll I learned that the

citizens of this place, told him that if he«did not prasecute

o

we with all the “abi I|E~. he posse ssed, and give & promise to
— e thay would employ other counsel, and denounee his
perfidy and c I"'L[r ion in the most public manner. Easlythen
tucned acainst me and . prosecuted me with all the ener
which he was ¢ apa

oy of
e but had myv friends been sufficiently vig

Lt

ilant and diligent in atténding to the mayor, and made the mo-

tivi ];.-.p,-,.,- m-'fih-in-ﬁ!j.' strong, I think he would not have had

me convicted, if he could have *e-ll--"ll it.  These thines all

ey ‘ame up iu:'l;':'.\_\' hrii:t'-.: my mind. and f.hullfrh | pe 11|H['|"J him
10 Yq‘“l,] j};‘: I}-_'.'— notes. l !J;ui my I.H\ 'I‘.III'J'-: ;l.|Jl:'|lT_ [t L!_:‘ ! 10
get his clutehes upon them. Hence, I coneluded  to send for
Mr. Burns, wiho wags mv leadir ng counsel, ‘and upon whose
_b‘“l rment I relied moaost |r]|IJ|I| IIIL. :Il.ij :\‘|rl-'r':l.d the whole wiat-
ter before: him, and. got his counsel.  When I disclosed the
matter to him he ptc\m]ril r told me, if I entered into any such
arranoements, 4. 1e would abandon my case,and bhave no more to
do with it, and T might mnplm, other: counsel, then fully re-
solved to abandon the project, for I knew without hisaid 1 had
no possible chance of Ja.:lmll.ﬂ. and here L will say, that I am
convicted and have to sutfer. 1 have no reflection against my
counsel. I w: 1H.|hh defended, as much so as it was }uu.-LJJ!:'- for
any man to do, w ith the amount of evidence against e, and
here tender him my th wnks for the zealons and powe rinl de-
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ferice ke made for me, his defenee was \-‘.'nr'iht of a better
canse, and I desire that the world shall see his powerful and elo-
quent argnment in-amy behalf, that they may pmiwl\. appreci-
ate the merits of that man, and dllcmi hnnt 1at patronage 1T
his profession, that his lrigh order of talents so richly deserves,
znd for this reason, 1 ha w [‘nru"‘fr d a eopy of his defence, and
will cause it to be append rl to this work.

E think it is highly probable that if my counsel eould have
got a change of venue, Lwoule 1 have h-m -urun.u{ Ind:ed
I feel sure iIf my trial had eome off im Paintville, Johnson
Countv, that 1 shonld have been mx --|:1i'1.|l but I attaeh no
la I'-.'r'ft;tiz-\ er to my counsel for not -wlium tiris cl nange, for
¥ am well satisfied '\‘r Burns, my lunlmnn counsel, done all

Be could conmsistent 11. do for my acquit There has been a
great deal said about Osburn, the man that hune the mry on
my trial, at the April term of the cirewit court. I have no
doubt public epinion has wronged that'man, 1 learn there was

a very strong impression in the community that he was briled
to bang the fary,this I do not believe, if he was 1 never knew

( I ] { i of 1L,
! briefly to advert to someof the evidence against me,
not indeed with anvy view of palliatine my own wrongs. for 1
- PR . . . . -,--—,__‘__‘__
' lmit they are too great to admit of-palliat ot
AT i ; | b I } > .
No. not yel :In-'-‘|'."..'..;:'r' oLRers l'Ji' LIS coul ii do - me no [:n-\']_
21 W
bie cood, but for the sole and only purposs of lettinethe naked
facts ap [‘“"L st as !l'.-. really di id exist. “mm:- of the wilies-
8&S 'HE re -1!!‘- -.i-'.‘"-" 1 Lf” e “IE\- EI'Il-LIl Ly ﬂ'!'!i!t' SO0me o0 tl-

ers | .'|:[-,- i‘_'l_'!ll sSwore .'.l: it they knew to Eu:- iih, and done
it with mallice aforethought. g

O oy hest trial, Ambrose Howerton swore that ui'..-n I
atarted from Harvy Williams, that ‘. said I intended to kill t
peddler, on my last trial, he was lying on the bed and Il'-mwla,
he was asleep when I started fromn Harvys, both could pot be
true, and 1t shows that men onght to swear with caution; es-
pecially when they have to swear more than once about the

Preston H. Dyer swore at my trial in the spring that T said

I Lol '
would kill the peddler at a flat near where he was killed. it
iny last trial he did not swear that, but swore that T said T
}

- | - ¢ | B L ¥ ) |
would give a load of powder and lead for the peddlers money,
this is untrue, Dyer got so drunk be left the corn pile and

_ house I-l--[' we were half done shucking corn,
ansd he was not at  fire at all '|.‘.|'lr'| we were playing cards.
r d Palfie

Ned Pe Iry swore dL IJL'. tr ml Hll e \|Jl:.'1 M HII[ qum Wis &
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pair of bleached table linens *{n'end ort on {le bed at his
mother’s house, when he came in from work, and then at my
last trial he swore they svere rolled up, and he did not sae
them at all ; both could not be true, and he was certainly
Wrong-one of the times.

Milton Adams swore that he saw me buy a vest from Dr.
H. Daily at Bloomington on the 9th of December last and
pay him the money for the same. This is not true, and if
any one will ask Dr. Daily about the matter he will tell them
I never bought a vest of him in my life, neither did I of any
one else on that day. Dr. Daily swore the truth in my case
and Lm[hm; but the truth ; so did William A. Kendall. Ba-
ker, from Greenup county, I believe swore nothing but the
truth. 7 : 3 '

Wm. Ryly swore a pesitive falsehood when he stated on
ln~ oath that he saw me with a fifty dollar l»ili at I.;,- house
in Greenup.  This was not true, for I had no bill of 2 larger
denomination than ten dollars, and 1 believe he swore this
falsehood with malice aforethouclit. I 1!:1“2 no prejudice
against Mr. Ryly, but 1look upon him asa bad man and w ould
warnthe commu 'i.f_v to be on their guard in reference to him
gor 1 feel afraid he will swear falsely or do any thing elsethat
& {!111 heart can prompt 8 manto do.

==t wil sure be remembered by many, Anderson Williams
gwore on my trial, last Sprine that he would not have turned
aut to hunt the ]u-lld er but e thought suspicion ].J}gl'_;"'i_i fall
apen his cousin, William Williams, this. I believe was every
word trues but it went far to confirm the impression on my
mind that he then knew the very spot where the ;wirilw lay
an d that Lu.u information was all obtained on the E ‘riday of

pretel ed deer hunt, Ishall say nothing more of the AVi-
r‘r'[n\- Hu'H“ of it was wholly irrelavent to the case but
with the e \.-t*;hi- ns I have hinted at 1 admit the truth of the
evidence against me, and.also admit it was oversvhelmine in
s character. 1 do IJHL & L1I|L|a|.u.1 of the attorne Y= forilie com-
monwealth who [=|n-|‘{‘| @&d me, They did it with zeal and
great ability, and, perhaps; with as much deflerence to my
teelings as any one lels¢ would, 1 lere say to Col. Chiles
and l"=1||t I.-;:t:-e'-}r that*1 die without malice or ill feeling in
my heart tows wed eithess of them.

Of the jary who convicted meT have no complaint to make,
for the Imml was so overwhelming in its character that 1|.-:_1_;'
could not do L'l!H rwige than find a verdiet of guilty.

The names of the Jury were Aaron Crosswhite, Isaiah
[
L
et e { S, i i .ﬁ_.ﬂ_!‘#wﬁ! i
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Wilson, Reece ©. Muray, Joseph Uiterback, William W.
Elam., Edward 8. Rose, James Gibbs, Bird Ivsom, Gideon
Howard, A. Phillips, A. Swengo, and Geo. D. Brown.
Judeoe "rfuln pt resided, with Impartiality, and ‘in delivering
thie sentence of the IJ_\\ was as tender ra' my fi -'!i]l_:__'.‘i as the

4 natare of the case r,ﬁ.‘mi|=_] ;‘t!lnh‘ of. He ireated me l!ll':llll'h;'_h-,-llt
the trial with humanity ; and with him I am perfectly satis-
3 fil'il Y

:1[»;‘. Far-

Since my confinement 1 have had several jailors, €
he treated

ish was the regular Jailor. While he kept the jai
me very well and T bave no complaint to make of him; he
was kind and accommodating to me. Wm. H. Cartimel was
., but T thourht

e might have done better. H. J, Spredlin was i'1i]u=r for &

while ; he also treated me very well, ‘About the 1st of Sept.

izilor several months: he done tolerably we

L]

last, V\'m Ward was made jailor. Since (hen 1 have fared
extremely well, better by far than T had :?-.-|; since my: con-
finement. My meals, 'since he has been' jailor have come

regularly three times a' day, 1n goed order a; ind wood  vitnals,
and plenty of it. " He has kept me'in' fires and {resh water, |
treatedd me with-humanify and kindness, and took a great deal
of [- iins to make me comfortable and ea Sy I here tender Ifl:'f'
my unfeigned thanks for his kind and humane- t reatigen and
3 : [ trust he will not only have the reward of an APDIOVI O T N ——
. science, and the -lpplklihlllf n'of his fellow men, but that he
X will be rewarded in beaven for it.
The guard has penerally treated

-

well. Some of them

{unerf] sermon two or

o times, which areat-
3! m’ ] -"ﬁ!l'_;'" [ |;"':.l-_j.:'f_ it was inhuman and i_',:-_:‘_;..
handed profanity, that owcht not to be tolerated in eivilized g
society. jut I bore it as best I '~|t1'||!. and T now freely ™ig
forgive them [or 1t, hoping their thourhtlessness, and want of
reverence for Divine thinoes mav never ‘,;'-,:E them 1n the way -
that I have travéled. ; ¥
And as I am about to -}-'-I-:‘. the walks of life. and enter itito !
an unknown I"il'l'ili-.'_'\. [ feel 1t a .! ‘.-1..\_ | owe to the world. and
more especially to the law-abidine! and order-lovine citizens
ol the community, I i o | __‘ZEE’ antl exposé, so ar as
may be, thos |Iu!"-:- and .'!'.-'.__'I- FOLS ..'-.1 t-[|_-;'."_:p-1j'|",g “|:'|'-‘|-'|.'.l
and passing counterfeit moneps for th v are d \NZerous. men in
commumity. Not only steeped in“the deepest dye of human
:i.-"l!'.'l'.'l'!ll' and cuilt themselves<and rushine with the rapidity
ol LN 'il'_;'-:u' |Ii'-r|.‘i E'!:-Hir' 10 .'I'f]l:!'_ ]'11|!' ]!:.‘ v lre i"f!fii!!;_f { -h'.!.-:;

swiitly into the voclex of rain. Youne men ‘of talente and




promise, who bid fair to be an honor to church and state;
to stand high in the sanals of iﬁun“, are taken in Il‘.' this law-
l-‘}}.:-_._ |]: ad of :‘-|I pa e S, Tull L:l forever in tITﬂP an ll eLe [JI! ¥s
=nd manyv of them mast ultimatelv share the sad fate which is
gaon to be mine. '

[ am well aware that in making the disclosures I am about
to make, that they who awe exposed will cry with one harmo-

i niops voice that my disclosures are false, but the public have
long had an eye upon many ot them, and know that that they
have lonz been in the constant habit of passing ecounterieit
money,

[ cherish neither malice nor ill will against any ol these
mea-and pothing new could indiuce me io do 1]r"-m Wrong.
Theit conselences will bear me witness that | speak the truth
and Be not, and that 1 speak that which I do know and testi-
{y to that which I have seen,.and it is only from a strong
sense of duty to the world I am about to leave, and a sincere
desire that this clan may be broken up that I make these dis-
closures.  There are several men in -this county enzaced in
making end passing counterfeit gold and silver. “Absalom
Adkins on the “head waters of the* Elk Fork of Licking
1'7\.-"' owns the fixtures and apparatus for coining it. ‘They

btain the gold at Portsmouth,. Ohio.  Harvy Farrin and
i A5 ."-"-‘ﬂ ton ¥illiams are engaged inmaking it and are consid-

ered pretly good workmen. © I have seen Thornton with a
oreal defl of it. he nsee muech of it in _f'?-'-'!'lill_;': he also
denls pretty |:||-_-1-l.!.' i counterfeit bank notes. and 1t 1s t
a matier of reat sueprise that ‘he has never been can

1t. o1
it is a matter well known to many in this cornmunity that he
hae lois of counterfeit money by him.

o Richard Whit Jr. and Richard Richard Whit Sr.. are deal-
ers in counferleit monev. So is alsp Jo. \1”.[1;*, of the same

e neichberhood ;s Devil Jo. as he is usually styled.  Old Dick
"\“.-I.'.l~ 01l .“‘-H'.ll‘._. .I_-' encam :! ill [ia-' matu L!u ture 'Ii I il.f I'If]

-,i!.. * (_5-'l| I}-:I‘..' ”:!,I,lﬁl!r‘u--‘l 18 "!I'_'f"__’:l“l. 111 ].i':i-..l: (L | ounter-

i fait money: he makes a ereat amount of it, and spreads all
alono the Bir Sandy and the .l"l&l ent country: he 1s one of'the

main hands at 11!:-t-;i||_f counterfeit bank bills in this section of
countrys  Mark Williams, the great horse racer, 1s a leading
hand at both makine and ]nm'n rit.  He is one of the oldest
at it in this part of the Siate, and is considered quite smar
and expert at it.

Old Bill .‘\'inn'l:---l;_. on Paint, is another of the old and long
tried hands at the business, he is making and passingit all the

o T L g—
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time. his manufactoryis about five miles from his house in the
eliffs, and perhaps few men have engaged in it to the same ex-
tent, and esc ape i detection. l' Wi ""!"!Jlr| 11

money, through Wm. R. Holbrooks, that was one ol the great s
T Jl.'_'-‘i ol im['iua_fjn-_f me o my dismal 1"1|=J, i
: There is a band of counterfeiters, many of whon lives on
. “-ill‘% '1t!|'{‘ i E[‘i:}a!I[:l['\ stream ol the !'\-.'-":i'\il '.'\._L' river. Th -¥
i are r*-rlnrlﬂx known .:\.-' the ..".l-r---'!j,' Mullions and Elmpns °*
J:.r'ui ]IH'. make it upon quite a large scale, and 5'.:1'-._|
many hands employed in the bus Lriess, an d men come {rom !
directions, hundred “of miles to deal with thes: men in their
# .-alminn«rn-nn-!.
Moody is the |JH[1!1}11] r one of the prineiple men at the
: ]Jl[w!‘]ﬁ‘\w though there is a c a.a.«i..']r-!'.”.i,»]:- company. ol bt
1 Moody is considered the most e xpert among them, they make
large quantities of Gold and Silver coing as well as paper car- “

rency, They make a complet: |' Il and general assortiment.
[ of it. Their Gold and iym.\ paper is ad nilu:;ui". well exeen-
ted, and is hard to detect, their silver is not near so well exe-
cuted, but they do a larze and extensive business, have many ,
hands :--'.n]:lu.-\'-l-:i. and carry on upon a grand scale. Greene »
] : McGuire, livinz near West Libetty, handles a great deal of
] this r|1--|t-»'. ' . SR
k Frank Dyer, who was in-jail with me a short' time, dealS .
pretty extensively in it. "‘.‘-Ln'nll.‘r:: a horse whenever a sumtable
r‘-npmmmh, ofiers itself, he 18 considered a cvinnipz and adroit

thief, laving practiced it from his boyhood upf te the present

time. Wyly Hill is one of the gang, he i1s | but Iatt rly imitiated e

mto the business, |It|1 has the character being smart in the .

profession, and quite shrewd for his p:';t-.'ru'u'_ = iy
Harvy Williams, my brother-in-law, ‘also belongs to the®

band, but he is comparatively young at the business, he passed

gome. counterleit money 1o mj Hiil', his own sister :r'.ii-'|\‘\-j'l'_f z

it to be such since i have b (51| i:l !-‘L'E.«'--il. tor a cow he ]:'-'.i.'_j!'lt

ol her, she brought it to me, and when he found out.I had i

he came to the jail and redeemed it.. Preston H. Dyer i1s

another of the elan, he deals considerably in caanterfeit money.

{

he has passed it upon me, and I would warn the eqmmunitys

1l 5 $r | S
to wateli him,

John Higeins who resides in Brethet County, beleng® to

the band, he is |1|',_".-;_‘~' eneaced 1n the: business, and will
. somebodys head in a halter vet, and take some one in as I
4 nave been taken in, for thése dd experienced handsg usually

eep some other men hetwixt them and the lalter
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I was once accused of swearing a lie in a suit for gambling,

Farish and Turner defendants, and Mays plaintiff. I was a
withess tn the suif, but T swore the truth and nothine else, it

was in relation to a fee I was accused of giving Col. Chiles,

: and for the truth of this declaration, I appeal to Col, Chiles.
[ never swore to a falsehood 1n my life, Inaver stole anythine,
my crimes has consisted in a great measure in gambling, drink-

ing, di ~~|FJ ition and passing counterfeit money, and God knows
that these were sure ly enongh,
I i_.i'-.-.' had some hard thoughts and unpleasant réflections
“t’ nomy fathe r-in-| w, in reference tohis treatment of my wile
after my arrest and confinement, ha took from her nearly all he
h.ni ever given her, after I was married to her, and broucht
accusations against her of which she was as clear as myself.
1 think, h Wever, the old man has seen his errvor, and is sorry
" for his harsh treatment to her, as he visited me the other day
in thi _J-.HJ, and made some ]15'-'J1n~_ili:aa_1~a in relation to l'Li 1na

, my wife and child, and taking care of them, and though I did
think hard of the old man, I now fiee ly Il'=r oive him. It is
my desire, however, that my w li«- ».!f ull not trouble her father
or her relations to take care of lfli" { am gone, yet if

i is her \-.i-]i to do so, I lay no lJ|n1mt ons upon her, she xl.lll
| J

en J<fully absolved from me, and will have a ri;} t to. de-

ermine for :..r':':'-<~|l'.
I am told my brother-in-law, Daniel Williams says that he
could see Ly h;.':'. : 15 own sister 1 1ner, rather [|L in mysel
for he says she knew all about my killing the peddler 2 18
"as an unjust accusation against her, for L de h e before my
o Heaveuly Judee, she knew no more about it than he did, and
., .-TJ.:-;.I-:--I u:e-___r'::i to remember that he often encouraged me in
gambling, and other crimes that have helped to bring disgrace

pon myse 1f .T'etl friends.

After having been committed to 't-,:":-'ms and finding -1i \
.'-H"-Hn-c at escape un availing, I began seri usly to e H t upon
my wire tched '-'Iullil*l.., { was ~l“|L' d by some ministers f.'li'ih-.-:
ho prayed with and for me, and kindl¢instructed me

3 in the ways ol righteousness, these ministers visited me from
time-ta tile, ureing upon me the necessity of repe n‘u'w-u to-
ward God apd: faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. i sonel 'llui
] Iriist llave 1'r|'.l:".=E E]f'i‘.l'l' i‘.[ !1-_-!]|-‘."H|-_:.. I am \'x'r‘c| aware ‘that

: many will give no credit to my [H't"f.i':-"-‘llt! of christianity, and
that -III;!_!ll‘_. believe the Almighty himself cannot p'lr'll i such
a puilly rebel, and that some have even thoaght it quite wrong
' e-]i;%--us people to pray with and for me, and mstruct me
L !
AN
- il o st et e L Ll
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.n the way of salvation, but the Lord seeth not as man seath,
and he has emphatically declared that a broken, a conicile
spirit he will not despise, and that man that t lm[h|-_~ at his
word. to him will he look. he eame not to eall the vighteous,
but sinners to re pentance, and he has most graciously invited
the weary and f avy laden. to come to him and find rest to
their souls. and afterthe crucifiction and resprrec l|“r| of Chris’y
he commanded tha Lrepentance and remission of sinsshounld be

preached in his name among all men, beginning af Jecusalem,

and why ln gin there only, that his murderers migzht 'Itn-- a

spee dy offer of life and saly: |.1r| 1.  Then be not so uncharita-
ble as to limit the I}‘J]r one [siael, or set bounds to the 10

finite compassion of ,fu;,lr'.-x';r_l;. his ways are not the ways ol
man. -

My career on earth will soon close, and 1 humbly believe
that my guilt being washed away, my redeemed spirit will
ird some humble seat in the mansion of felicity,

\I\ only l'r~|'=- is inthe merits of the Lord Jesus, his blood,
hs rizhteonsness 1s my only hope. I knew there issalety and
’l] ation  in none other, - O, that he may sustizn me 1n the
last trying moment, while thousands caze upon me while |
am ushered into the presence: of my Maker, and I make all
the expiation that life for life can make, may my disembodied

-

-I*l meet 1ts God in pear
i

|:=. the brief histow v whicl I have eiven of my sad an tl short

wreer, may be seen f:r;-t du- wantel Go 1“1. counsel, and pl-
leL“IEA-fIlllllHH. had I been reliziously trained inearly Ei:' thes
miy feet had never heen switt to ?-!‘-'.li bleod. (} 1 1 I been
taught ere my habits were formed to revers 'r:'l-frru] S |:|-1.'-. LW S
and commandme nts, how nfififrl'ill oW ‘nnlhl' ' i:-.r 1l Iy
.M"I:-'[;."i!i_ but O, alas! these teachings were not mine. Had I
been 1 Lt -\511 it 'l\'.l=-' wrong to pr lane 1;.-]» ]| )y name, wroaoo
to violate his he Sabbath, wrong to drink whisky. wronz t
[J]E!_‘\ '-J"!'H. but IE wretched me. these 1nst !-if--—!-:i were nol

|
ks i1 P
the reflections ot

IMiIE, :!l."l Ir tter, _Vl'* bitte 'L.':t]t"'lL Imunsi If

my parents, that they were not mine, the iu-:!rr_:r.-.:'jin-n.-- |

OWS

never would have been my wretched lot, and bitter must De
eflection of those ministers |-!' thi el in the section
where 1 was raised, that they ne |Ll I\_i:.u'"z.-!.-.l me,

and admonished me of the error wi' my ways. Do preachers

15 1O |']|~I]
their skirts of the blood “of 21l men, has not Grad |'!-¢|'li]‘i"'

more, yea, much more than this at your hands, if not sure .\
Lid \I'['-I 1!1\ 1lJ- ‘I1|l but ||[l]l‘ use :Hj ,I,pl;.f |1[ |[i- j;[h[tt| \[ 1=

1ndeed think, that prea !'l"_l-1_|r an ocecasional sermon.
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yard, and I would here say to all ministers, cry aloud and

spare not, be instant in season, and out of seasonloose no op-
portunity of saying and deing in the cause of your master,

save some with fear, pulling -:)Ihms out of the flw plmkm-r

them as brands from the eternal burning. -~ See ye to it, that

your skirts are not stained with the blood of souls, how many

of youcan stand and see me executed, and lay youor hands upon

your hearts and say my skirts are clear, T gave him better coun-

sel. O had you give e private instruction as vou might have

done, you might hlw- saved me this sad fate, but instead of

this, some of you have drank the intoxicating ¢ up N my pres-

ence, and thus by your examples led me on to ruin, remeniber

ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of the J)P\l[

but thiz account you must settle with your maker; but let me

drop one word of cauntion to old mei, yoong men, little |Jl'=‘-'~'

and every one whose eyes shall ever rest upon these pages,

- beware, oh! beware of whisky drinking; preachers, their
dram drinking example is a.curse, a cruel.and bitter curse to
t society, and the had example set !}v the drinking of one dram,
I will more than coutiterbalance the good impressions made by
i many sermons. \Whisky, that all pm\,uinur destroyer, 1s the
are at curse of thf- aoe, Wherever he cometh, he smiteth and
spreads wo ancmisery all around, and the poet spoke with in-

—— M.wu when he said :

o % The lips that doth with whisky burn,
Shall never prosper long
Gods richteous vengennce shall consume
The whisky loving tongue.”

And T would say to all fathers and mothers, oh kr*i-p it from
vour children, as you would the most deadly poison, foratthe
i last it biteth hike a serpent an d stingeth like an adder 3 made-
- rate dram drinking leads to drunkenness, and drunke nne 58 to
eambling, and ¢ Irnlllmr to counterfeiting, and counterfeiting
to ste aling, and ~Tth|]1||w!n robbery, and robhery to murder, .r'nri'
munlu t+ to the gallows: oh, what an awful and fearful end,
and how rapid the steps that lead to it, and even some E‘nrr-'u-h-
er’s sons now in this community, have became far advaneed in
this downward track.
Young men, old men and middle aged, take warninz by me.
Shun tll'i:uiii]w and swearing and drinking and swearing com-
| pany. Shun card playing and the company of card players,
for, be assured, their utr'm take Hold on hell. Drinking and
E gambling is sweeping like an avalanch over this land, and is
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iwu:'u-w its tens of thousands annually to a premature and un-
timely end: and if it had not been 1111' its baneful influence,
I mient h: ave lived to enjoy lifes blessings toa green old age.
[ would say to my father, to my brothers, and toall my friends
at once ..|1.1 ir'.ltl_\i'l leave off it1tr‘!\1 atil [ drinks and swe: H“]Lf
; ere they lead yon'to untimely ruin, and while I am surround-
1 ed (as I [li'-‘.‘.\‘lEHH" I will be) by thousands to witness my ex-
ecution, T wifl call on all who behold me to witness the sad
I end of drinking and ;:'lnl':"m"' as exemplified in myself. To
my dear mmpanmn this isto be one of the most 1111]L|1|t trials.
Alreadv the ¢ up of her .uswmx'!r has been filled to overflowing.
accused | by her friends of being privy to, and thus conniving
at the dreadlul deed that broug "hI me here, and for this cast
off and forsaken by them, [ here take occasion again, most
solemnly to aver, that of my -”rlrm‘- she had no idea it
was revealedto her by Mr. Burns

1o
She often, yes, often remonstr: mcl“nh me about my drink-
i ing and gaml -E||1 —plead avith me to leave them off; and I
| will here state that if I had been led by her counsel I never
would have got inte the diffleulties [ have, but lni*rln now
1: have been hl}vn.. at my own fire .side, e -||r-\mrr all the bless:
' ings of domestic life. She has'lo wd me with that lmw that
none but woman knows, and her pure affections have ¢lung te
ll:'*____ me '."-.I'.'l‘IlJl my degraded state, with a tenacity stronger Tl s
ife itsell, She ims visited me as often as she could be per-
A mitted to, and contributed to“my comfort as far as was in
it her power. I know that her connection with mysell will
soon be dissolved, and hope the world will not visit my ini-
qities upon her defence !1 ss head, that her and my innocent
babe will not be frowned upon on my acconnt, And nows; my
dear wife, I hope you will try to live a religious life, Train
<l up our infant ||m ter to fear, love and serve the Lord.
Teach her that sin as |r[ wickedness 1s the sure road lu 1'[]1 ery -
and ruin, and that a religious life is the only way eof peace
and h :E!!Hljl"?"“_: here and endless felieity hereafter.
I have given the facts contained in the foregoing pages un-
der greatly e mbarrassing circumstances, place od within these
g i-- ymy walls, in'a loathsome dungeoiy my body bound with
chains, and under the awful sentence ilf'-(.[wﬂl“, the cirenm-
stances are indeed suflicier s strongest mind into
the deepest gloom. But Jesus Christ is sufficient to give con-
- solation t&'the Jnm1 despairing soul, for he most gra iously

E declares, ** him that cometh to mel \\[H in no wise cast out.”’
'
L

Q! precious promise to see it is worth more than worlds,
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1=
' L-ut it is 1111}\0u1hlf to deseribe what has'been the horvor ot
I' my feelings since my confinement in this miserable [J]-tf e. My
8 breast has been like thete mpestnous ocean, harrowing up the
g the very bottom of my soul. It was not until | became a
E prisoner here that 1 became sensible of the wicke dness of my
K- life, :lllf! the enormity of my tnm|:h- ated erimes; here the
d hour of retlection came to me, but alas it came to Ll‘u to pre-
0 vent justice from catting me uﬂ Since my imprisonment,
& often have 1 wished that I never had been horn, or that. I had
Z. died in infancy, but I now leok forward fo that serene calin
"z n‘ ere the wicked cease from trouble, and the weary are at
st rest.’” There the prisoners. rest together; they hear not t!w
st voice of the oppressor, and there, [ humbly trust, this aching
i heaving breast will net be ruffled by the storm of sin.
[ am, in a very short period, to stand onthe fatal scaffold;
k- the strong and uarelenting | ttmiut the law is already stretche d
1 out, and Rolds in its gras p. the flaming sword of justice, ready
er toexecute the dreadful sentence, hutI humbly trust that w hile
W my body is elevated high upon the scaffold, the heavens from
. B alove will smile upon, pity and save a repentant l].mlllrﬂ
at i I have now made a tull, frank and open. coniessioi.and
to ¥ shapld the eve of any of the friends or relatives of the poor
- ""tf".r: i over fall on these pages, T most Tmmbly implore their
i forgiveness. I beg the forgiveness of the rrmumu;m and as
in I hepe for 11mhir|. thi -::_|In,r!| the blood and merits of Christ,
ili surely this request will not be withheld by man, to a worm
11- like mysell, st rIl[I‘IHT. as I now am, on the the bre: 1king verge
mt (.:a' ete !1.|t_,, and I may here, with propriety, adopt the I-m~
ny guace of another, and say,
n
. “ Rising griefs distress my soul,
Ty . And tears on teara succ ssive roll,
. For many an evil voice is near.
= Ta L.'}.lliu-‘m_*,-' woes and mock my fear,
And silent memory weeps alone
(1= O'er hours of peace and gladness gone.”
th To those persons who have visited me in the jail, and freated
m- me with kindness, I return my ac f-.11m.‘.|z:1'rmn|sta_; and to
ito those elergzymen who have kindly visited me in my cell,
- prayed with and for me, and instructed me in divine things, |
ily now return m} grateful acknowledgements, and heartielt
RL thanks: I indulge the fond reflection, that their work of faith

and labor of love has not been altogether in vain in the fiord.
[ am standing on a narrow neck of land, between two
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unbounded seas, and only an inch of time, L-nmp:n'ﬁti\'vh'

separates me from the unfathomable abyss of J','mrwm. and the
short space of time alotied me is flying r l]'llt“\ by in the rap-
id 1||.-'-J[ of time, and now havi ing'c |n||J|1-'l{-i this .1"'--1 !ﬂs[ur}'
and sad confession, I desire to e mploy all my waking mo-
ments in that short space of time now iitivt'\‘f‘lsf'l'r hetween
this.and the hour of my exeecution, to the great and d” impor- °
tant work of a full and thorouch |Jrsparnant1 to meet Hv- Jud: op
of all the earth 1n peace, and that I may the betier be ena-
bled to do this, ] ilfl]u kind christian friends will ul]I] visit me,
pray for me, and instruct me in divine things, for

“Nothing is worth a thooght beneatl,
But how I muy escape the death, \
That never, never dies ;

How make my own 8slvation sure,

And when I fail on earth, secure

A mansion in-the skies,

Oh! write the pardon on my heart,

That when I do from earth de part,

I may depart in peace.”

I desire *.'sa.li the Rey. Jesse P, Meek, accompanied by Dr
Daily, shall attend me on the day of my execufioTytop=c L S
for me, and give spiritual eoithsel in my last iE¥ing moments,
which {hey have kindly consented'lo do.

And now I have to say last of all; thatthe facts set forth in

ttm work are true;and nothing but true, and as the last offi-
cial act ol my life, I, with -my own hand, sign my name to
this work, on this 24th day of November, 18H3.

P. S—I return my sincere thanks to Mr. Mineer [or his
kind and zentlemanly treatment.of me at all times.

WILLIAM H. BROWN.
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e SPEECH OF MR. BURNS.
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Marx it ‘iu].t':l.-_w ihe Court, and YOit; cepiemen of the Jul'_", I ap-
pear before you as - an humble advoeaie of the prisener, and, as
, 1 all my previous practice at the
criminal bar, T never before ::Harr;i:uti hefoie a J ury of my couniry

1, bee leave 1o confess (hat

ander cifeamstances so embarrassing to the eause .that T appear

before vou to atlvecate. That embarrdssment does not arise {rom

the cause you have under your consideraiion,; strong enough, in-
dead, 1o eall inio ive service the ingenuity of counsel more
learned, skillful and ingenious than your humble auditor pretends
to be.  But it arises from that iniense degree of excilemient that

D has swept over the country against the prisoner, and thal was as a

: | i st around and within the wills of this temple of jus-
winds trrespietive of lawy to sadale its ven-
of the prisoner; that the prejudies of which

M eal is not con | to any” particular loeality or district; but
il has taken possession of the l'll'a-l'.:'._-_"h of each ind il ML
ffi- try, is but too clearly evineed by the fact yin selecting a Jury
{0 to try the prisener, over two hundred citizens, reputable in .:-nl_'.il:i_‘:.
have been presented, and, on' their vairdiar, deelared that they had
his both made up and expressed an opinion relative to the guilt or inno-
cence of :,!.‘_-'[-:-E soner; nor could we, in that aumber of persons, find
E | --"n_';!w repul ible c¢itizen who had not made up and .,-,\'[:r:-.w.l an

i
ToBe jud

are constrained to believe, unfavorable to us, was gis

red by a Jury who had prejudged our eause,

ing to the Commonwealth no u?ul-!n.'!:"‘; degree of advantare over
s ) yet we, sensible of this fact, |I|-_-:_,n--.'arli;1_;' of all |m£u- ol :_:l;-_'H.EiI‘_“'
q Jury s --|'~‘.-::]!_-: no such pnfavorable i.'lI‘|='.i-='~i--I'.-', Hrllt:._:_'].![ alone to
;:]‘n-"-,.,i'l';.:i Jury of sound, diseriminating judement, who would be
ableA0 o _PHIili'T']il'”li the rules of law by which the cause is 1o be

coverned, and of ealm and dispassionate temper sufficient to enable

them to I;L:,' aside, as far as human nature is t";in:{h]e-. all ]-1'r-|li]i='-
tions formed ont of the court-house, and hear the evidence and law
submiltted to them in the trial and form a judgment upon the prem-
1gesr and that, also, ]u-wr-»m-:] firmness of character and a just in-
denendence to enable them to deliver their verdiet thus formed, and
n,-tl-.u-u back to the bosom of society from which you have been

S N e R, Tl - -t




taken, fenrless of the excitement of the pupn]:n"e, or the censure of

any individual or set of indiriduals. Such vou have declared
< 14

bel Heaven and this Court that you were l".l]'r';i le of, and would
do, and the prisomer, ]';!:n-".n_-_r Iiu[-JIJ it confidence in your inte I"'l:'-'

ted you as his tryers, ltl_s-‘.‘.i-.|'r:~;,1ll1}1n<_; your ‘qulllhfl'-Th and
justice to be poised in your hands his life,
him, dear at all ages and in all eonditions {o all
women; a thing that .-.n-i.-1_\' was chiefly instituted to
lonscions, hawever, of the fallibility of owr nature, and of
cause, more important faet, that when the human mind
formed its judgment on a _r_'__n-.-n question, whether from
or illegitimate evidence, when called into exercise again
on that subjeet, 1t will find itself, with indiscoverable ease, con-
.l to its former eonclusion, and this, too, on testimony  far
short of that measure that our laws in their human spirit has pre-
seribed as full and sufficient to forfeit the Hiu-l'lj' or life of its low-
est or greatest subject; for in this country of liberty and equality

thank lun. our laws know no difference in its !||.-!r-if.j \rs aainst
veb we trust that you will exercise your best ef-

-

any (1)1 1!.-
forts to forget your former il]‘.].ﬂ“."-*-‘lll‘*, and adhere alone to those

ned by the law evidence and :l srussion of the ¢ oul J‘-ll on both
atie n, YOUr

sides of this important eause, and i, by such an invest

minds are convineed to the !,".."ITI'-]"II of a reasonzble deubt of the
i eath be the

consefuence (o him a T 1D i —
famy wnd erime, be cast around the she u]r ers of his family and
friends. But if, gentlemen, the testimony should not come up to
that measure that the law has fixed as sufficient to generate in your
minds a gonvietion, to the exclusion of all reasonable doubt of the
Drisoner's -_!l'|E, though earth mi LY seoff and censure your JH'I”T-

rity, and his persecutors may l]n\»l with rage and gnaw their tongues

with ]-.-':i'l. and cha aJ. at his :urlu al. Tor, '.-..rh.L-!_n:,n wour out-of- !
J

prisoner's guilt, you should so pronounce thouch

»d a dark mantle of mourning, steey

!
.; ors predilicti ons ms 1¥ be of the J-'l:rn:u.:l"ﬁ euilt, if the testimony
1 this trial, when trie '. ll\ the h"_f'z]_ standard, should not amount
to full proof of his f_-_u"h as preseribed in dhe books, and you were

liect of eond ion, with a knowle dee of the in-

O réturn A verl emn
sufficiency of the proof .i-:;:li'.:'-l. him, vou would not 1-;1‘\' be J-mm
of moral perjury, but you

& i - -I -
very erime that the unfortunate prisoner stands chi irge 2l of i.|-|+.|-+_.
you; not, immdeed, of his murder, and robbine him of !-3-: meney,
1I||. ;

would likewise be guilty, mor: ally, of the

of his murder, and robbing him of that which is more precious,
his i "'.» and the commonwealth of oue of her eitizens: his parents
of their child; his weeping wife of her I|u~‘1 ind, and his e¢hild of its ;
father. You have been told by my friend Col. Chiles, in his very
learned and eloguent speech, just delivered before you against the
acensed, that ke had been E'!ll!li',l'l'l':l ]’r\' i !".'?‘l‘l'li'.il]'ll' number of
ens of Morgan county te Fnuw ute, and that the prisoner’
counsel, would, no doubt, arraign him before them for prosecuting 1
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the prisoner; he further told you a conviction in this case was ne-
cessary to redeent the "I‘H]]|_\' of .'.\fr?r'__(.'r.ll from the baseness of the
erime, and to deter future offenders from perpetrating like offences,
We do not complain of the Colonel for prosecuting in this case;
to prosecute is a richt that we are !!':..\'[ulﬁl:ti to concede to every law-
ver; but, gentlemen, we do deny, most earnestly, and that upon
the authority of the law books, that any principle: of detering of-
2 erimes, or 1'u-.!m:|:|i:.|.gr Morgan eounty can

o - oy y: .
for the humane rule is,

fenders and preventing
Justify the convietion of an innocent man ;
that it is better that ninety and nine, that is, an mdefinite aumber, of

ity I

men_escape punishment than that ome innocent one should

suffer,

We also do |:.1,’]]1.]::i[| of the Colonel for having alluded to the fael
before this Jury, that he was employed by a respectable class of the
atizens of Morean, . I ean not see any substantial reason for that

f at ex-

allusion, gxcept to more fully impress this Jury of the fact that ex

{ |

citement prevails against the prisoner among the respeetable elasses
rsuch an extent that they were unwilling to trust the manage-
ment of the case against this unfortundte man, to the official or-
can of the Commonwealth, a man who, for hia i!][L‘;]'ii\' .'11'51[ |lII|E
of his duty, stands almost peerless
No, this case, with 1ts aceumulated
excitement against the vietim of ll!ll_l-
_ lic and private venreance, can not be left to the ordinary conrse and
----J--—--“‘m“f‘ of the Attorney for the Siate.™ But the influence of
be added to the excitement,. and Colenel Chiles and
s pombined with the .-\U--!':!r_\

genet in discharsing the utmost

treneth from an unparall

money sl

M '.I”"' Sudeth’s transcendent power

for the State, must be brought.to-bear on a Jary who comes from

the body of an excited l'~r1".,"171"\'. and must return to the bosom of
X | the Jury ;|'|!]:-.~1:‘-_-:[1 prepossessed of opinions unfavor-

soner, they must be reminded of the common saying

{0
is county, that Brown must be executed or the county is dis-
aced, and thus they are indmrectly told of the feelisgs entertained

the hosom of that =ocicety from nhin'f: 1].1-}' WwEle l-:lkl:l], of whiech

vou must soon again retwm, and

members, and to which vy
' » of the populace,

he converts himself drto

1l excite the Jury against the prison

1s 1F suillfarther to madden an A o

v dramatist and exhibits the prisoner shooting the deceased, and
Ll I‘E-;.-|' 111EE 'l‘,]-f oppression i"._' l!"'_..'.l'i., \'u']}""‘_' SO0 h|‘!"i t'.]'I"

ol was, has suffered from Encland, this, showed
alenlated to move

tC., & BLYIe Cf

he feeling nk - that « he imitation of the most skill-

fisl 1 popula: 7€ ] it the coneclusion of which

L are wied " to protect: the poor oppressed, Irish, and
uteone of vour own native-l cilizens, without the wa

hy and fearful despotism will be ou

il L willl not attempt, I 1 E'..‘-'-EI:__:_' to Col. Chiles, to {ol-
l y his history and eshibition of British oppression, nor

(o = Tl e T i
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will I reply to his lamentations over the ruins of Ire land, beeause
it has nothing to do with the case, neither was it spoken of in the
proof. While T deeply -\Jn;m ize with Ireland, 1 am actuated
with a spirit of intolerance for British institutions; !uliit‘)'. d&re.  But
that has nothing to do with the question your oaths bind you to
inguire into; neither shall I pretend to play the counterpart ol the
Colonel’s ]u'ri--.m.:nr_-._ . for |11 ﬂ.‘w were | l[]‘-‘l!llrﬂ 'i Lo pul forth my
utmost efforts, I but too well know his immuta
tion and action'would so far transcend mine as to render my pre-
tentions rediculous. Therefore, as it was all out of the vecord, and

i .y 3
30 Iul‘;\l:'l':'\ ol Gescilip-

the jury, and intoxicate them with the maddened rage of the popu-
lace. I can only remind you that to be moved or seduced by any
such seductive influences w violate the spirit of your vaths, and
mnsult the just and humane spirit of our laws, and disregard the
" an American eiti {o .»nm.- your sympat hy for
the Emerald Isle, and vour utter abhorrence of British --l-grl» SS1011.
While I am frank to congede that our liappy country is the asylum
of the oppressed of évery clime, and t hat the s ubjects of cvery
clime may repose under the shades of our free ill'a:.l.l.i'.;.ﬂ]'!:x' in the
full enjoyment of the protective influence of our
no prineipal appli
with the rights --‘.' our citizens ean a convietion of a eitizen take

1
i
i

saered rights of

3

aws ; yet, upon

able Ilil;ii r cnius of our |;]-..;HL 100NS 0T |||g|-,.-,ln nt

I!|:L1'-,' ,-';_:::-'_.,-I ith felony—to show the ..'_'l.-"]'l_' chdTFeiaE=ndean;
BOVAIRIMGL "'l P ll" towdrd strangers. 1 am free to conced:

that if in your Jml'-im nt_tixed from the proof, and not from the
clamering rage of a maddéned- populace, vou should believe our

r'ili'z.rn has mm':h-ru-l the subject or exile of any elime, it is then

our duty to convie But under ho circumstances can you lecally
|n|!i‘u. b; lll‘1: 185 the P! -:--l f *r".l':].l 158 of that conclusive :']1_:||' weler ;,[;.!
tendency appointed by the law, whatever your private inio

rmed from rumor may be. For here permit me to as i
without the fear of sucecessful contradiction, that our Jaws eminatin

s th

do, and beingr tl ion af human reason

and phi os 0] |r|'. ally exercises reenturies, ha
y defined what L > of proof, in-a eriminal trial, should
or should not justify a convietion as our statute books has

]IH\‘- and by swwhat sort of i.".~'.1'!L||:.-'|.' and contraces i"'T"""“'-

real property should pass from one to another, and

believa you 1 will not doubt, when vou reflect liow mueh more a m

or men, that is the source of all power in this country, and from

3
which the laws emanate resp

| 1 'Ly,
youw will not be surprised, therefore, to the book
read and reading them vourszelves il vou choos & lawm
wefully defined in clear and intellizible ) oof shall
constitut sufficient }'—I'-na'.- of i ( Ji e felon
with as much clearness and precision as it has what act of yours
shall give you a title to a horse, a cow, or tract of land. It, there-
fore, becomes my duty to vead and comment on the law on this sub-

v introduced by the Colonel’s ingenuity to excite the feelings of

EE—
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Jeot and male yon .m‘:ulmusul with its Inmtrj']v: So far as they
are- applicable to the case under oconsideration which I trust you
will heu g

ir ‘with 1-1”'-“'-' of calm pln nee, equaled alone by the pa-
tience with “-Ht‘!h wuh we heard the J»]nn{
]hi!"-' i’llﬂ-i]

to replyv 4o the

In .,{Hi‘lillﬂlﬂ" te dis-
icate and i important branch of my duty I will.e nflu Lvar
""[ll‘l'fn[] the I.-:'.\.' as re ad b 1' the '!,!:nm-::![lm“, ::_1'-_[!
II“ the testin nony to the ]-sm:-in]u-f of law that I contend arises
ander iis |1t.]._u>1,-1,]-' ‘hich T am in hopes te show you that the
commonwealth preef, thous .l, Very 1[1--”\.“.“\. 1s mot-of that o
sive character .':-rlII !rnu]!,-[l L _|1, .‘Iu. a verdiet
.[.:'.II [i:_;',

lu-
of l'-=El|l—'-‘._1'.-!!':'i M1,
an acguittal  the menn has r'; "‘-rh[ to a-:_]-«.-='= ab vour
11 1-'111 I."ul!-h VOLI 5% r111|lT-H=1l ry . but :

"]_,"Et': cuarnne r4| () ]1r|1 ]l‘. the

‘H.'!I"_I"C

as a mat-
ter of

SOVEreli (T wndate of
the laws of his country, just asmuch as veu have to a verdiot
sum of meney, if you

for a
prove your opponeat ewes you, if ave

of the prisoner, as 1o convinose vou that
d

be so fortunate, on bel
the nreof

f aoainst him, u‘i'.'i:--_:; it its utmoest ferse, only raj

1
i

pri babilifies ef the prisoners ‘;‘E!i.![ us opposed to one or
of his innocence, which we believe it does, then doubt such

(
45 the law contemplates eccurs, and it becomes your duty in response

fulfilment of what yen assared the prisoner you sould. do,
when your gcenscience was sealed, by the most solemn test that
human ingenuity can devise to acquite " Believing as we did in your
in ;- we -threw eur-life in your hands; how you will red ecm
lre we call on Ged -io witness, uhn. at this mement is
1 every purpose of your hearts, and whoe will brine v

ou
rment with the works ef this |f-_|"_ Here:
Y

el i!l""-""-. 1L me

with all earnestness vhat, if wpen any further examination
elves, you should find yeur pre .uriluw more powerful th

sed, and that youn are like ly to be geverend by ||u 'm
law and evidenee that you have and will hear in
res, te the integrity of our laws and
of thi '-.:;'_':: ner that veu come |.-|_IT- and make ii, L'I_h-'-'.'n_
::;'; d with the administration of the laws, weuld
diseharee vou if vou should make known CVETY such ill!pr'-!!inll-nl'
if such should be found te exist, to make it known, weuld be an
act of j‘dr’.i-v' and ]|=.L1s3.41:.' en your part that would exeite the admi
ration of all honest m

L=

ourt whois ¢h

en and betreasured up as a prec Mous memento
of the honest promptings ef an henest heart. © With these remark:
tlemmen. I here frankly rémark, we de not deny the death of

and that he eame to his death by \Eu-in-nm-. and !IT!."![ n'?:--

ever di Il him was cutlty of # cold bloodéd and diseracefal murder.
1\‘.:i_'3:. [|;E.. " .:||‘|_r.--.::||!'|- I!'. \1'”_! |:||' '[l-r‘]l"'- {‘:l‘.' us 1o 1{"1 I'\' 2] 'i]E Or ani
rt of the law and offered by the presecution to show

ddler was ki
is lamentably true that a foul brutal “murder has
itted in your county: the perpetrator in human -Irmn

it of a demon.

d-and that 16 was done with ma

But we sav it is not true that the prs
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oner killed the deceased, the [-rl'm-r-miuu says it is- true, and that i=
the only issue between us, therefore, it will become our duty at<his
peried to brieflv notiee the testimony offered to establish im guilt,
‘|'.'+.[‘-‘ m-*-i‘--m‘-n, indulge me to remark that the testimony
inst the prisener béays more L‘.r resemblance of a legal romance
than an e stual transaction, and if an aetual transaetion, then all
reason and experience must atiess [ht: faet that the priseneys cenduct
zm-_J conwersation, if net a pomance, is oppesed fo-every inrinr'i!ml

A 1) a0 S‘-ll;i"icli being gs =}-ULLI Li» perpetrile an offense amo untlltn'
tora felony. that the pr ISones IS a sane man no one whe knows 111!11
cary dewbt. T am; therefore, left to. |'~.:_:*].lu!r_' as I believe you also
prill, that ald he :-..m_I was a r~_a,‘;'.:t;5!_'~‘.? and some more d-.-pr';uvcl man
took advaniage of his imnecent romanee to de the foul murder, and
then placed the table linens ia his way that he might find them and
tleos doubly lead him with suspicion. Such T reasenably eenclude
s beenr the Ingenions workings of the real offender to avert sus-
pigion frove himself and east it en the prisener. Here, let us ex-
amime the pr of* the 6th of l_};ﬁ-.'t-:'n.hnz'- 1B5Z. a }u'll dlen of table
linens eame, H. \'u'iE]janm. brother-in-law to the prisoner—the pris-
erer on his way te-a corn husking heard of the peddler, and that
ke, terald APpeariRces, [ i },.ziuh- d or six huwadzed doll 108 5 Ll'
i I."‘I"t--‘-m':w]., in 1|'u- presence of sever: 1] I" rsous, all nespee-

andl take the money, i the same jocular mood said it

was hsmoney. He went on te the eornt huskine where he met with

a dozen o morc persons; the _l'-'tl!,i;“"l": BRAME Was ;i""L;Il salled up but
net by the prisoner; the amount of money he had was again hpnlu n
of, and 3% was also said that the |11~n-n-| claimed the ) money and

saicd he would mot give any one ten‘eents to insure it to him. Be-

|
-
-

iner asked how he would get it he said e would follow him and gt
M a game of cards and win i, Béi ang told the peddler was a moral
man and would not play, he said i:r‘: would throw him dewn and
take it. Beingteld he had a knife, he said he would hide behind a
tree on the vidge and knock him down and take it whilst he was

He further said he weuld _r_:i'.':;: a load of powder and lead
8t any time for that amount of IJnI, AR 1 that be had durine that
might made propositions to three different men, to go in partnership

with hism in the Lu]v ture. Allthe witnesses swore the conversation
was romaantic and they

1 snkoe wor-in k
UTED T JOekES WHS 1IN K6

rexiyded 1t as such-at the time, and that
¢ with the jokes of Brown : that after-

i
s he spoke of navinge a !'_1:;'.1]-\ 1In A stack, m[ WS seen at

muniton with forty-five dollars, ten dollars of which was eoun

b :
¥hat he afterwards went to Portsmonth to cellect a debt

n there and get some eards with peculiar maks on them:
1ed 19 hire persens to go with him, but could precure none.
H=_on his way, professed teo find tweo white and one brown table
|

linens and nine papkins, eorresponding with the peddlers in number,
1

stile, siae, &c.; that be sold one to & man ih"r lived in three miles

of where the il'=_'!_[f.EJ.:l.:[' was killed. and sold and l ¢ the others AWAY

s Fﬂ_—-

-
oy
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to his rélations in Greenup county. That he had started abosf
day light, the day the peddler was killed, to go to his fathers te a
erib raising, to which he had beer invited several days before, and
said he would hunt thre lt*rh ﬂn- woeds and try and il a deer; that
the direction to the erib raising avas a different course to the place
the peddler was killed, and that about one a’clock of thef day he
was seen by Mrs. Smith; he told her his name, and that he had
}*-'u.‘!lm-'lml o deer that day aad followed it until he kad got lost, and
mnguired of her the way home. She showed him the way and did
not l\l ow him, except he told her his name . that lie swas well ac-
quai inted with the woods, and when met by Mys. Smithwas gein
t" a ﬂ“i'ﬂ":"iqu from home. and was in one mile and a half of where
he pe ddler was found. :

That [h:- ]r-. ddler was afterwayds found dead mear where Brown
said he would kil him. He had @ ball in him near the size of
balls Browns gun carried, and was eompared with one of

balls and seemed to acrree, but was not we lt hed: horse tracks was
found near where the ped: an bedy lay, but was nat mEAsuE -r1 S0 a8

r

Lo compare it with Brow

1’s horse »l-.ivl.:‘; that.a man’s tracks .
secn near the bedy of the deceased, “but was not :ui_-n::.nn-«:] and
-.'u:r]“tf‘r-ni with the prisoners 1-:*;1"1.'::; that deceased was killed on

> publie highway leading te and from the fowns of Painsville and
Tu‘[h teWest Libe rty -!1.LT the ]ulri!ut had left the house he stayed afl
.“.i'{'lﬂ 4- Il abont sunzise and had 31 miles te go, he walked fast and
ha anly -ene ]wusc to pass ~ -.1111\ he ‘1!{,‘}]})(..'1 nol exceediney 15
Mg o8, that he must have !J:"’.'n killed abesut half after mne
o,elock in the moring of the Tth af Pecember 1252. Tins is the
proof that the communwealth-ppesents you w
mands at your hands the exec

3 F ]
S0d Moen 1t |-

tion of the prisoner; and I must
confess that taken alone “and unexplained 1:_{' the prisoners {testi-
many, and treating the prisomers conwversafions as real and not ro-
mantie, it E”"-'“:*':'[-"-" concatenation of cireumstances, wary pursua-
b sive indeed of the prisoners guilt, but when applied to the prison-
eras a real test of hun

an conduct and conversation, under similar

u circwmetances it leoses much of its pursuasive force, but ¥ will
discant mare at large on this subjeet when 1 come to compare and
discuss the relative force of the testimony, for ,'.:1:1 against the pris-

| soner, and here I may have to pass in review br ']\ the ...*“.'."Hl_l.']}

of the pris.ner.
It ,-:;:[ I'iL""- far the _!'I'-!-H!.-i'!' that severa] :'|.':'_-.'~' before the ]--.-c;ldir_'."
' hie 11||,Ji had appeinted that Li.‘]}‘ to raise his ecrtbh and
i y him, that about ¢ light of the day the

he took his can and started to the erib raising 4

neddler we
directio or wwas killed and 7 mies dis
tant {rom it, that his father avished him to hont threuch the woods
kill o deer if he ceuld, that abeut sun up of that day he got
Yrowns house six miles distant from where the pe sddler was

] l'ér\_ Lol |l |]l|1_L lll] : EriD :-\]' ]'l' Ir Wis " ut "Jd | Fi] r]' NS

rent to where the pe

and
J.
kille
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av he |‘sl'\'l![|_'_: somewhat Intexicated laid deswyn and .«I"]'IE antill after
1)!'1'::'.!\.1'.1:~I. illlilt! ahout 9 or 10 o'clock he left there .*-':H'i‘ 4 he would
hunt Buek; that about 3 mile from the house he shot .rni called the
dogs, they knew his voiee; that in the evenine he eame lhome he
said he had wounded a deer and followed it all :1;Ij' and ot lost,
the witnesses said le wore nostains of bloed or masks of violence;
E];:
that he wasseen with five hundred and "|‘- y dollars before the day the
peddler was killed, and that he had sold a beef and ¢
tor it, and had scld some salt and got the money it ;
frequently played at cards, and was generally successful ; no prool
has been offered to show where the persons at the corn husking that
on, was on the day the peddler was
_ indeed, that th

=

the pusonér was' a peor man, but generally h ad some money;

heard Brown’s silly eonvers
killed, and here I must remark ihat it is strance,
prosecutors in this ease has not produced those dozen PErsons pres:
ent at the eorn husking, and proved tliekr whereabouts on the dag
the peddier was killed, and it is equally strange that the ball eut
out. of the deeeased, and now in eourt, has not been weighed with
of Brown’s ba this omissipn is the mere remarkable when
¥ vions trial of this ¢ase, that re-
sulted in a hung jury; 'irul before that jury’s remarks

this- omission. - Is it not 'fair to e

reflect that there has-been & pre

'-|u |,-,| these

wrtors but too \\~-H knew
not suwif- their pur
: |":1i|.a won ] Id = 100 |'||

not whyin the name of common

1af the produt
--|.|:|1'..»:1:§~-<r!; by

e prosecution, if

e — iy

the presecut
maddened as they are with rage, and hauling us blood 'tuu..l s-for
his !r|Lul, not lmiqu:ui those $\'iE!1-.+Hr~--:~, and this test of comp:

\f certain. and conelusive
I conelude, rentle

son of the balls, it wounld have rendered i':
that is withont it, rertain and wncouncl

T here is soms Wrongy in-this omission and refer 16 to vour
st considevation and Serubimy. Before : procesd to.a '!"r.-l"u.l::-i'l_'_

of the yelative foree und bearing of testimon y and its saffieiency ox
isufficiency, to warrant a -'|-‘L:1i Hon Lllifi'."l‘.”l‘_' law;: I bheo u

of the prisoner, has heen im-

all its liii.i';'."!i'i.' and in full

MOSHESSH and names of his witnesses,
W ( l to impeaeh the lady who
proves a rememberad to i.\ and her

eredit, that he has

and T am sure

|
]. {hat she 15 a ]I‘l. of reputahil-
without ||i~= réneroms and l'.:l--J'.':i coneces-

s her, hexy eorreet deportment an r] manner of deposing in
h as to win LI:']' f]i'_' conlidence
the truoth of ¢very word she sworg, of .-|;| -'-.J', )

gentlemen, if she be il

| er.  Then,
18 witness of fruth, and standine unimpeach-
i, we are bound to regard her as such, can it be true that the

prisoner could have been at her |='-|'---- the morning of the 7th of

Decemhber, six miles dis dant from where the Pt

"
-
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remained theve until near or p rhaps quite ten o’clock, and yet been
at the spot where the peddler was killed about half after nine
; We are bound to eonclude the deceased was killed about
nme o'clock, or, at the Jatest, not oyver half after nine. The Com-
monwealth shews by her proof that he stayed all night about three
and one-half s from the place he was killed; that he was in &
great hurry to meet a company of which he was a member af t
mouth of Big San 5_‘-'. on the 9th: that he left about sun-rise; walked

rapidly, and wouald have n

o'cloek’

i | : distanee In abouf one hour and
a gquarter. No house was on the way for him to stop-at  excepl
Mys, Fergerson’s, where he only called, as she proves, not. exveed-

ine 15 mmutes The sun rose that morning, as the al exhib-
ited befor you ab ten minutes after seven 1'-1‘].4”']{. Then,
making all 1 calenlations for any reasonable delay, he
must have arrive atal spot about half-after eight o’clock.

“the testimony of the ladv. Where
1 '!||i_;.-

25 15 to be believed, he was then six miles distant, and un

testimony of

¢ possessed |. UINAN POWErs, which I deny, he could not have

atality. lin

the erimi Clinless LU |'l-'c‘|~.'l\q'|l_ ;_:n‘.v!'l[q‘ll !'l\' s0me

gered on the road until about the hour of tweélve o'clock: for allow-
1 have walked three miles an hour, he could not
have reached the bloody spet wuntil about that hour. What
in | ason so far us the pruuf inthis ense shews,

ained the deceased on this road. sueh a ]l'l];_:'fll of time?
be chat =oame fell-demon in huvman .‘\!l!i'[w, heard the |'

rantion of the I :'i*:-ln-!‘, and with satani¢ rlt}ll1!"}. seized

‘ 4] i 1ol ¥ vy 1 el I Thi :I 4=
i I | I kil him 1 T Ll I (

shin i n neet hkely to cur LI

1] NeEn n in his.way, that he !II'-__‘:I" INNo

{ ém 1 | unconscious of the snare laid to i ntrap

atly expo : them to sale or otherwise exhibit them in the

8 country, and thus east him under double suspicion of the murderons

'if' aet: or, gentlemen, may itnot be true that, traveling a public higl
i \ e met some one to whom he offered to sell'some of his arti-
ticlos of trafh \ 1ak e necessary to make
chnnd nd he « Dl 15 |',|'-1,'_- ashe did
- to H. Williams, and th was excited thereby,
Bt ol §BE the horse tracks
can wear thes d body O & satl i..f-:u!rl_*.'.
He may ha b h re il}' gome innocent arent, or a loose

horse |-| [ have made the tracks, or some one traveling may hawi

n 1R OC :5.-'- | i the horse he rode oul in the side of thi I'n-lz-!: or
placin the worst construction on the matter that the proof tend

the murderer hitehed' his horse thi | would e

or; for the proof fully shows  that he was on fod
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_A‘l:,l"-.'.';: :_|'|,'|! ”Il' E'Fi“-f_"!'l"!' :‘g:;iiql ;_".n- WO :_;1_:]_ 1["] i]',:' -]-,'r'n*.';'u".] .'!:L'T J'\-ll'i F'illl
at the :-f”.f‘t' he was found 1 .m||'- i, and that he was found In pos-

1S
session of table linens and napkins corresponding in number, figure
and .<.i>r,=- w|r]1 those the c',.au.-n.. .i owned the preceding day, and that

the prisoner was out that day and seen within one m

the deceased was found, ¢
fully proving the hvpothesis that the prisoner killed the j 1
my friend Chiles reads vou a section from Greanleal on I'\I-:|1-E:- 2,
from which he concludes, the E--_..a.«.-.--r-i‘_.u of the
clusivé evidence of the guilt of the possessor. But I flatter myself
that Ishall be ableto }mm- by the books before I sit dawn, {hat
Col. Chiles does not represe t Mr. Greanleal properly, and that all
the law :'1-4111iru-¢ 1s. that '_hc- E--n-.nunr of the fruits of erime r:'l'-lii|_|!
show by statement at least, and where other proof was out ol his
I ow-he same by the coods, and where the nature of

these comnce

fruits al erime 15 ¢ON-

power
session rendered it ie:'-.E'm##EJZn- for him to prove how he came by the ,‘
possession, all the law, in its wisdom, ever required of the citizen

natnre of his

was to ‘_f'll‘-'l_: sueh an account of his ]_ulﬁ..-t‘ﬁ.-.[l.-_"j as the

possession would admit. (Here he read from Starkie's evidence and
Greanleaf. on evidence: ~ Bee former author, vol. 1st, part 3d, page
509, 512, and 513. Seelatter author, vol, 1st, sec. §4. Proving
the foregoing position.) Any other rule of law wonld be supreme ly

foolish, and would hold the citizen v:'im::“;-.lr" responsible if he in- 1
!:'--'-.-;uiiv picked up roods he happi luii to find, 1f it should . turn out J'Jqf

LIIAE I. (15 tds WEere I].i-- rutts of cri m!' ::!hz, WOl 1 lav a l‘!""“!"f’l".ll"ﬂ'
snare '..- which the innocent éitizen could he ensnared by thewiicy /
highwayman and thief, as I much fear has been done with the un-

tortunate prisoner at the bar in this case.  The circumstances point-

¢d to as furmshing conclusive evidence of the prisoner’s guilt, when
taken in connection with the prisoner’s evidence, must, as the rule X
if Jaw hiil'-'- noticed, fall short of constituting r llluu: sufficient to wayr- |
rant the eonvietion of the prisoner. How often, within your expe- &'4-
ence, do you remember of having made threats, on slight occasions \'s
i u-x.'itrn;--uf. against the life of your fellow-man without the slight- !
est Inténtion of ever executing the threat; and I ask vou with all «
> how often bave you 't;a ard persons in a §|;|::1].-.:'J.;.;|:ri;-1- 5
d kill orrob a certain individual, without the slivhlest in-
tuon of ever exegutine the thr -L".’ These jokes and threats, .
l'“xl"ll lig rhtly and ¢ l'j{"wl"' ,'r.‘.'wia-. are now Lo |-|' macle the ceriamn
and u e 1N ¢ '.L-]-.. 2 of guilt, 1 contend, gentlemen, that such is '..
too slight and uneonclusive to found a verdiet of condembation upon.
1'[ |--'!:-_':,":- -'I:H tao well 1l':l":|1‘h S !'r il }.t: ‘.'-'||-r meditates the ----h'-
.'|Ii‘~.-i1’1l ull a heneous nl]'{"lll't' }‘ul,l]'.i“]lfl"fiif' 1'.ii_|| - "“'_I':[-Il_l.'lll:‘. J'“i 18]
ment, 1ys secretes his purpose yand never disposes of the fruits
f hig erime in the nwl:,r.'H where the erime was commitied.  Sa

remarkably trueis this prineiple in human nature 'I;_l' it has bee
i COMMmMon .d\.'H"'_ T]I-nﬂ_‘_l] '1]|1:]]||-§'\,' vne. that il
bites.” * Now, I ask yvov, in all eandor,
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of human action,  as porir: ayed by expelience since men were crea-
ted, and a knowledge of ourselves and the motives and impulses
coverning us i our actions, ean vou believe that the !n'].cmu_-r, 8-
riously meditati the murder and robbery of the deceased, would
nave publiely proclaimed his intention and purposes Lbefore he done
{ u’]|"l' after (
and |]'~] ose of those {
¢ daily meals of a man .:1:115_ wi'.i'.m ithree m:.lr-- <:E‘
«d was done, and this, toe, when the proof shows the
way to Ohio, where he could have disposed of

ns wiltn much less dancer of detection? if so, he is a strange-

& and [xtr'-“-"“lrl"' himself of the fruis

ruits to be used and spread on
the {able o

vhere the

|‘.lr~.|tld_-:‘ Wis on i;."
the li

1

inized sane man, and stands a solitary exception in all na-

) far as we have any experience. What was Lis metive fo
} _'I',:I|:i' -"[- Inli"-.lJ ]|= ];:: nio -\].;Iu o 1]|-"."|. l||'w.'.';1'.'.l- r]JI de-
nay, he had NeYEelr caze |,5 on his face nor infere ].l.::.,__r'!

The prosecution answers my guestion by ing

18 ohject was to POSSESS himself of the 8500 or SG600 of whi
J |
1
b

"'J' WAS POssSe ‘-‘-'.4_"f.i1; COMEC de that sue was e

had heard

nduecement to coini the murder, why did he want to POSSess him-

elf of the money, J. nHL. The voice ‘Hi- réason respot 11]'- 1-| €njoy
i-‘ in future. Then, gentlemen, is it not passing strang ¢ed that

e prisonel would, being 4 sane man, resort to such means to Pos-
1[i- fnl tl| ure II'|]"'- ment, us ‘nlldll

sess himself of a few "11[[ ]‘lll |If|
:I'x'li'e‘ iIL.\ nil-w-'ll".l "ml a ilJ['lI"[i[['l“ ||] Ill\ ]l!l eds We ]. s i Iil r.i". a-
' _that very enjoyment his erime was intended to ac O] lish,
#ui-bim off 10 a shocking and Tgnominions death from the so-
ity -rf Ins wife, children and :

= 1 r +1

mourpine?  Is it to be believed that he is wholly destitute of the

iriends, and cloth in mfamons

g and emotions common to our nature? Can yon lay your
nds on vour-egonseiences, and with tranth declare that you believe

, hayend the reasonable doubt contemplated in the law, in view of
| A the proof both for and against the prisoner, that he, being & man
!— ‘e ;.- wl charaeter, ma trried to a lay r!\ '\‘."IJ'L', “_.““ had rendered 'hil:!

! ¢ a i of her affection, a tender and lovely babe, could "be so

of every tie, social and moral, and so réckless ‘to his

ety as to rush heedlessly over the precipice of

i :
sut short his own earthly career, and thrust his spint into the awlul
presence of an eternal God, to be damged In efernity to plana fiery
Na,-eentlem notBelieve that you will be
lus credulons, wl ur cred yresult in a '['!l'li':-lil.']' ni at
'|| eh our feel; are so abhoerrent. jut }n'rt are pointed to
hullet W and welghty circygnstance , CVII u'i'!_; the ouilt
f the aecused: its supposed size and ‘correspon .|. nee with the pris-
ner's | '.-5E1-f_ with '.Li|}-':. 1t was r'--l“lﬂ!!'l'?_ But1in |JI]H‘ you not
» fOFEReL it 1s 1n ool belor you that the }l";;- Wer's oun was ol the
OrlInAarY «.L!-'..'_.-.‘_ TUNE ,:|; Lthe ,,'Ir""ill'H?ll that there wa n :-"
itk bhat carried the same ball, in that neighborhood; are you,

1
|
i

therefore. to conelude that becanse the ball cut out of the
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appeared to be of the size and shape of the prisoner’s balls, that he
and no one else killed the deceased? ls it not "‘-i”””_\' as redsona-
e and more charitable to presume that the smith who made

L
molds, living in the same neighborhood, as he appears 1o

I
} 1 s

e or drill to make eother molds

by the lrru-al', used thesame ch ]

that e muade the prisoner’s with, when he was !’.=i'-]1|"1'.." molds to
i :

; Liomn

Sll:.i d - Lrun oorrgspornd r l‘\'i'.|| the size n['- the I risoner’s
] A - i

ring this tésfimony azainst the prisoner with the rule of law so ol-
ten alluded to in vour hearine: that the proof lo warrant '
tion'in ‘a criminal eause must be of a conclusive charncte
deney, ("‘ ¢. Ist, Starkie’s evidence, p. .'-r?_"f_],;'l
liibecomes 1mp-=;'::u'|l to inguire what ;mn-{ in law is conehsive,

and will justify aconvietion, and what is deemed inconclusive, and
therefore insufficient to justify a eonviction, and in answer to these
questions, the books say that proof isalways inconclusive, and there-
fore insufficient to warrant a conviction, when assuming all to be

wue that the testimony tends to establish, i raises no more than

1 finite degree of probabilities JI_‘_:';LiilhE.. il, for as the author SAYS
though n civil cases; a jury may find a verdiet on ‘a mere pre-
]'l"l'i-'-t.".il!:'.‘-' of proef, yetin criminal cases, no |_!|-l~_-_|'|__:|_- of preponder-

& nre-

i

ant aivcumstances will qustify a conviction. I caré net if th

ndérance in favor of ;_;‘i{l]i, and .-]l;nn..-u[ to innoeence, be as

tep-ie one, or'as one hundred to eone, still if there is one chance of

innocence, as opposed to apy number In favor of cuilt, the proof 18
% P . . . " S = A
Imconelnsi nsufficient to conviet, Sce Starkies evidence, vok Jf

; ( alb-507. -?NI.., -

oy . : -

Henee gentlemen, you will” pereeive that the human and i€t
Yo

spirit of oureitizens; never allows the 1ifé or Jiberty of our eitizens

o be prevailed atramnst ; mere chandes Of cuilt however numerbus,

when there exists one or more ¢hances of innocence.  To be more

illemen, our laws will not admit of a jury convietion, on

Lkl
|

iy decree of probahilitiesiof the ]-!';.n-'."--'!‘m oruale; w

st there exists
innot help
}

but pereetve that when the proof raises nomore than a finite.deeres

WJs6 one or more P bahilities of his innocence, for yom

of probability. of cuilt, as opposed to one of innocence, your to con-
) B :

vich must {riIess the chanees for vou to FLEess correcily, béine in the

robabi 3 Opnosed by those 4.[' =
B |

results the human rule bhefore

raised by the proof,

alluded to, thatdt is bhette) nrany number of ewlty men shonld -
5 ); T " &

yannocentiony ft.iuld suffer, yvou must perceive that

jury mietd fnd . would

asionally conviet an

mnocent man, henee ave b@ hiat admirable yust and human rules

1 & ¥l ¢ 3 - i s g
led 6D, L i testimony W warrant a eonvicuon

& reasonable doubt of

betore al

C satisfy your minds i xelusion of
b} o]

I

the prisoners cuilt, or as.a | more satisfactos
rily expresses the rule, that t testimony to warrant a conviction,
must not be clouded with one or more doubts of ouilt as onposed to

any degree of preponderant evidence of cuilt, but it must evinée




f : s R
now, cenftlemen, to compare that case with this, and alse the case |

13

i¢ guilt of the necused as clear as a sun beam, leaving no fact or
ircumstance in the gase upon which the minds. of the jury may
Mger and reason ; but the mind, when ealled to the testimony, must
conducted to a conelusion without stopping to reason as to v hich
\¢ of several hypothesis are true.  This rule, you will readily per-
ive, is o more than the one before alluded to, that the jury eould
10t convict on any weight of preponderant evidenee, but expressed
in & different and more plain form of langua;

¢, And again | "-'u-fd!'i

rk that this rule is no more than is to be found in the one for-
oa conviction whilst there is

o RS
HEAN]

reasonable doubt—that 1s
1ere 1s testimony tendine to estabhish owuilt, and -'nz'-'u_x.airl-_fr testim

= o E : =] i > ; -
ndinge to establish mnocence-—as the jury then has to takeé up the

stimony and weich and eonsider it in' order to form a cenclusion,

1}|='} there cannot convict, becanse there is a preponderence of proof
ibolit which the minds of the Jury

a are brought to a pause, as to
which 11'{:'-“.2.-;-.‘%'::-' 18 !'i-__fh-'._

¥ Therefore reasonable doubt does exist,
and doubt and acquittal are in law synonymous terms.  H i
sociely, centlemen, our law eivers, often lavine down the before

nt of criminal trials; furnishing man

amed rules for the gover
forcible but melancholy
I the unfortunate un

istrations of the rule-sach asthe case

I niece towhom he was cuardian.
s had alaree estate, he was her he rapparent, and she wasone day
gaod unele dq not kill me;?" and was nob seen at-
dqrwards,  Suspicion fell on the unele of having killed her for her
ey, and he was required io produce her before the court; this
ot do for she had r&n aw 1Y He however, procured

el resembling his niece, and dattempted to pass her off

T
LALLL

sard to ery oul ¢

awas detected in the frawdc  The circumstances appe: rinp
L for her alledsed murder, he was convicted and exeeuted

i LA
tafmed out afterwards that-the givl was net dead. 1 ask yon

g serviant girl just vead, and thatof Mr. Harvy and many others
ldfallude to as furnishing melancholy but foreible illt

) 2 1 S

¢/ wisdom of the rules before laid down on the subject of doubt

gireponderant testimony. Iudulge me, gentlemen, now o exam-

“more minutely this case, and eompare it with the forecoiner
) |

Irafiswer me in vour conscience. I

v up to the leral measure, ifnay,

iy it not be true that Browna: jo
sed, and yet did not do it. May i
wiismel that t':!.-t_'.' and did not kill the j
wisetpue that the ball that killed the d

) |
|

. mded i
'.".jt:'_: a ball of
be true that

esponding

orre

rown's h!:l and yeél some other |
Har sakilled the deceased. _‘.-I:ij- if
1ad pEession of table linens and nap!

ize dguality: with those the déeeased

pesseil as he said he did, does oA

number
nd vet attained that
ans afterwards tend to




his possession was not a criminal one, this micht all b

il vet without takine into consideration the lenient presuia)

aw indulzes in, that the prisoner is itmocent, and withov
' ! i in his favor, and still” yo
ve four cireumsiances tending to show his guilt, to wit, Lis

ats, the ballet and death of the peddier, and his possession

y consideration: the testimony in
only diax
thr
the that he 1s innoe

gur credible svitn

16 linens as oppose : Ly ':!5I- 1|1'|--1I‘|||5,'|'_‘!|_ri1, of i LV

WG 18 \lllénil Lo Fe U --'-;’I'r-. ny Ol
sontend that on eons 1 the .commonwealtl’
PreH mderant. ey i_-_],. noe,

ponnis to ftmdine to show Ll
ruilly, as opposed ] {fvor indul

.l . - - " - e »
sive and insufficient to justily a eon
s s 1t may, when we combine with the considere-
the subject;, the prisoners i

it 18 therefore inc
s bk Eu‘ 1[;'

testimony, it creates in the casé

snch a devree of pre |u_|u|ic,-:'|-r|-‘ festimony: that brines the cause withm

the infinonce of the before reeiied
oaths o try the case by the law

and therefore ells. vou to

rules, and alls. vou by yout

nd evidence presented n the tral,

.-|'l:'. the aceused, having thus
\Se a8 presenied

: 1 1417 A
f Nokiced oy the eommonwenlth’s proot

now, by vour kind indulgence, nofice it

for the prisoner. - And here let me remind you that yon)
LN ]l".' [|||' 1 !

In conneetion with]

guch facls

tendige to

: O 1 | Bk own. as a ¥uole .l" ls ‘Uu;"
pli able to this' case ande bindins .. il A4S :-._]'111'.'-.', .
nenksof an nmimpeaehied witntsses or witness, 1 such
vou are bound ta rébard and

eonelnde o

Fit

--<.--.-]r_r_ 11_,.:.
hat' vou will, in"vaur retiremer
To b W0 -§) 1 -J-|1 '_I.E'

[ stands unimpeac]

by

kot disgrac

uton nnder the sembl




