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INCONSISTENT WITH USTICE AND GOCD FOLICY.
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P”—"T; = HIERE is an important queftion row lywg
5 ' before the publicy which will probzbly be
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Viz Whether Slavery i1s conliient wul
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utlice and good policy? DBut before this is aniwered,

t may be necellary to enquire what a Slayve isg

iy

perty of another human creature,  and reduced by mere
¥

A Slave 15 2 human creature made by law the pros
r -
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1 his diinitien will be allowed to be jult; with only
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red- | FEs ing the offencer to a irate or olayvery,

OHET ¢ &, 4F My Conci plions ar 111.1':. C IC DE VUG-
catcd on priiCiples of juftice and humanity

As ¢ ; t Gaod we are, with relpect to liberty,
W equal. If one hasa right to live among his fellow
ereatures, and enjoy his freedom, fo has anothers if one
h -1 It T .J'- y thal property hie ac !_-.i'L' by an
honeft 1idueftry, o' h dHother. tf 1 by t-,’ - o
thet irem another, - wWhicn he has a jult night to accord
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Chriftian will deny; that:a Slave 15 al uhr.ulr.j' fut -; ecled
to be debauched by men, is (o apparent from the nature
of - lay ry, that it needs no D u:’_ Fhis is evidently
the unhappy cale of female Slaves; a number of whom
have been remarkable for their chaflity and modeity.
LE their mafter attempts their chaftity, they dare neither
refstty ner complain,  If another man fhould make the
attempty though reliftance may not be (o dangero: L‘:

Culain v i i : 1 ; ~ :
comp'aints are cqually vain, 1 hey cannot be hearda
Liieir own defence . their telbimon y cannot be :u:il:tr.h-nl.

I he injurious perfon has a 1:;]11 to ‘be heard, many
acculethe innocent fuflerer of malicious flander, and
¥ 1 | -
. ner feverely cha [alt 9
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A virtuous woman, —and virtucus Africans no doubt
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AT > | Il 75 1t refules to redrels this iniur-
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ictable srievance; 1t denics even the Imall privilege
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¥ rom our dihn:ition it w follow,  that a Slave 15 a
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been confiftent, that the Slave fhould not have
accountable for any of his actions; but thar His n :
fhould have anfwered for him in all things, here and

hicreatrer.

g - ¥ -
[ Hat a Slave has the capacifies-of a free mioral 1t
- | P g L T R R R e =5
will be allowed by all. That he isin inany Influnces,
o - L
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1= powWers

deprived by law of the exercile of thefs powers, ey

dently appears from his fitnaticn, T hat he is account
1 ' ny , P - | P ] i1
able to his maker for'his conduct, will be allewed hy

- : oot o T fopre e e .1
{hole, ‘wWho o0 not.beleve that biaman e tatures a
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jubjeciion 1o the ILhing ol CrCaven.
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['he principies oi conjugal love and hdelity in the
1] . - a

I
and a fenle of Lil:'_j..- in children, are infcribed there [-}*
the finger of Ged; they are the laws of Heaven ;. but
aninflaving law direétly-oppofes them, and virtually for-
ds (bedience. ‘The relation of hufband an
parent and child, #re formed by divinie autrority, and
founded on the laws of nature. But iti1sinthe power
of .a cruel malter, and often of a needy creditory to
break thefe tender connexions, and forever to feperate
thefe deareft reiatives. This is ever doney in'fact, at

breaft of a virtuous pair, of natural afleétion in parents
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the call of intereft or humour. 1The poor luflerers mey
expoftulate; they may plead; may plead with tear
their hearts may break; but all in vain, I'he laws s
1
11

Nature are violated

§
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. the tender ties are u‘.f!-.-.-:'.t:ﬂ:,l a hna

i
feparation takes place, and the duties of thefe relations
i 3
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joyed,  Would thele Slaves perform the dutics of huf-
" = y . T
bands and wives,. parents and children? The law. difa-
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can no longer be performed, nor their comfoits en-

i iITS r =1l
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rethel out of thelr power.
. thel= cate:

> |

, 1t 15 evident that the laws of nature,
O the laws of man, are wrongs; and which nope will
be ar a lefs to jnd;.:. T'he divine law i-.:'-.'r.,, whom
C-od harh joined together, let no man put aflunder: the
I -

o vy-OL luall Juys; {0 the malter ol the olavey taough
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the divine law has joined them together, - you may put
he way he fhould go: the law

them afunder, when you pleafe.” 1 he divine law fays,
Ll .
)t frain- up your u'ii!l.}, but as
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, ur father atid mother; and obeéy them in 4l
things: but the law of man fays, Honour and ohey yout

mafter in ail things, and your parciits J‘..rl'l. AS LAr as g

e
L}

!
1 ¥ i il - ., " ¥ -
Should 2 malfter command his Slave to'f¥eal or reb,

ivd be fhould prefarne to difobey, - he is liable to fuffer

every extremity o publiament, ELU&'[ of death or am.
¥ 4 ' §
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nuration, from the hand ¢f Ms matieér; atthe iame time
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Another conlequence-cl our dennition 1s, thata Sigve,
béiner a free moral aren t, aNd-an accouliitalbic Creasiire, 15
a capable fubiedt of relizion and merality ;3 but deprived
by law of the means - of inftraction in the dodirines and

L .".,_ d w v pien | 5 e = 1 .li' M 1 -y W g . sryf g
duties of morality, any further-than his maiter pleafes,

[t isin the power of the mafter to deprive him of
all the means of religion and moral inftruction, - either
in private or in public, = Some mafters have “adtually
exercifed this power, ai d reftrained their Slaves from

the means of 1nftruchion, by the terror of the lath.

*Slaves have not opportunity, at their-own difpofal, fer
inftrucling convertation; It 18 put out of their power ta
1:4.':1.'.-”1 EO 1 '.-.1!_'- and their malters may reltrain them from
other means of ‘information., Malters del :,i_;ij!*,' le'L;l
their Slaves in 1gnorance, left they {hould become too
knowing to anfwer their felhith p rnofess  and too wile
to relt ealy In their degraded fitwacion. In . this cale

the law operates {o as to anfwer an end direétly appoted

ta the proper end of zll law, [t is pointed -apainit
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their exiftence. It fupports, in a land H religrous li-
berty, the l- verelt ;.:-r:i cutions; and m Yy Opcrate 1O ds
tofally to rob n',L;iLiu.-Li;:a of their If_i:L_;uH.. privileges,

and the rights of conlcience,

¥

If my difinition is juit, a Slave is one who is bound

to fpend i.i: life in the fervice of another, to whom he

1 14 1 . e L : " -
{i‘.'l-lj"l notiiy ‘," IS WG 110 «( \1J:._".. Gl 1n|'|"..i._ s LD (-
_‘H;., bound to f nd him victua 5y CIOLNES, inedicins ry L

Any other mcals ol preiervanon. idpport, or camfore,
['hat a-Slave is-bound to {pend bis lile 1 the irvice
| |.Lu 5 I I_..ll'-.' no one wiil Gi | n.I..t. 3 .'.'51\.'-1 thal ] 15 NOl 10=-

m-[:d to his matter, is under no gbligation to him, 1:

{o evident. How c: fn pollibly be imdebted: to him,
who ;!.ji;;‘.'ch him 1 D hL' - property, and almoft every
thing dear o a !“1::.._ L creature f- And all he receives is
the bare means of fubliftéencey and this not beltowed

uur_ifl be has carned :L; ;.'.'.-4-. themn=not . | :"'[h-HEI-.; o hi

= k|
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libor; nor out of regard to him ut for felfith pur-

-

b J
!4_:i'-;-~? T'his bare I":'-L-!ﬁwE the mafter is not bound l”{
aw to give; butis left to be puided '.-_-,' 15 own interett
or humour: and hence the poor Slave often falls thort
of what is neceflary for the comfortable i-ili"l'l.-'.f of the

Lo t‘|.r-

T he malfler is the enemy. of the Slaye; he has made
open. war againfthim, and is daily carrying it on in un-
remitted eflorts,  Cun any one then imagine that the
Slave is debed. to 't:!n maifter, and beund to ferve him?

Whence can the ol igation arifes W\ j_.'- '-. it founded
uponf What 15 my duty to.an enemy, that is carrying
cumitances, it 15 the '““[l' of the Slave to ferve; but it
15 2 duty he owes himlelf and not his mafter. 1 he ma-
bk L fw 1 . & i -

lter may and often dees, inflict upon him zll the feve-

ity of punithment, the human body is capable of
bearing |

ol war againlt me! 1 do ner L.u;!., [1.1' in fome cir-

3 and the law [-']p"hih ":'m in it: if he -.'-n.w.

AALE Call [1¢a) 1§10 Y
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!.HJL I['I.lla.' WE l and his 1 Hl.“- he d w.*n 11O COm piz
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¢ Das no redrels undeg

When




When we *duly confider all thefé thi ingsy it muft ap-
rear u:'._'.L'!’[ to the laft degree, to force a fellow crea-
tare, who has never forfeited his freedomy into this
wretched fitinations and m'.-:::.r,:- him and his pofterity
in this bottomlels gulf of wretchednefs for ever. Where
is the [ympathy, the tender feclings of humanity?
Where is the ht..r, that does not rirelt 2 t this fcens of
woe? (Or that s not hred with ind ||..1het~Tf|"i to fee {uch
injuftice and Lmr]tn countenanced h'r civilized nations,
and fupported by the fanction of law?

If ‘w..m,t;. is not confiftent with 1:1:-::, it muft be
inconfiftent with good policy.  For who would venture
to aflert, that it would ke rood poli cy, for us to ereét
a imh!i(‘ moiument of cur 1I"'|‘JHZIL'[‘, and that injuftice
15 m:rt':l.‘r} or our profperity and J..‘[F'b mefs? T hat old
proverb that honefty is the belt policy ought not to be
delpiled for its age,

But the i:‘sn'nnilﬁcnr“ nf Slavery with good policy
will fully appear, 1f we confider another confequence of
our definition;, viz.

A Slave is a meinber of civil fociety, bound to obey
the law of the land; to which laws he never confented;
w- ich partially and feebly protect his perfon; which al-
low him no property; from which he can receive no
vantage; and which chucfly, as they relate to him,
were made to punifh him, He is therefore bound to
(uhmit to a gevernment, to which he owes no allegi-
ance; frem which he 1'('('1‘;?&:; grea 1!1111["' and to
which he is under no oblipations; and to perform fer.
Vices o a fociety, to-w hich he owes nothing, and in
wiagie ]:r'nlpn.‘!il\’ he has no intereft.

‘hat he 15 under this povernment, and forced to

{ 1kmit to it, &ppears from Ris Eu?l::iin_:; the penalty of

laws. Thar he receives no benefit | by the laws and

¢ overnment he is under, is evident from ti]"It‘ d(,prm 1x
him of his liberty and tht: 1eans of happinefs. T Iwu-__

ticy protect his life and his limbs, they x,mn*.nt_i_xi:n In
miery,

e
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mifery,  they-will not fuffer lum to ”' from ity the
greatelt favours they aford him chiefly {crve to perpe-
tuate his wretchednels

He is then a member of fociety, who 15, pro
fpeaking, ina {tate of war with his mafter, hl.‘-i L-".h
-'.:.1-;'1-:-' ;'.-'!'_1.'. every -frec. men nber of that {l.,-;"a:i}'. f:h'_'-.r'
are all his declared enemies; having, in him, made war

1';‘ n almoit ever)y !f:i!‘-'::. dear to a human creature, It
is a perpetual war,  with-an avowed purpofc of never
making peace. “This war as1t1s unpro mulu.u‘ 15y OR

the puirt of the Slave, properly defenfive. I he injury
done - him -is much greater  than what is gencrally
effeemed a jult ground of war between Gifferent na-
tions; -it is much greater than was the caufe of war
between us and Dritain,

[t cannot be confiftent '-.-.'.|';‘= the ;‘.ti;.-_‘.p‘-e:q of good
(1 4 I »

A MU CIOLS and "r* Wil L"'.sl.! l .._,xl =
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Among Hsye Who .n"*.i no ltrength to us 1 th ne of war;

wio are under the ltrongell ten 'Jiﬂ"'nl 1S o jein an ene-

my, as-1it is {camce nofbble they can lole, and may be
¥ - z . 5y [ f

great gziners, by the eveot; whoowill count fo many

agamit us In an hour ol ger ai d diftrefs.. A peope
Wwhole autereilt stawiil '..11‘, ‘..u_n ¢ver in thelr power, to

ubvert the government, and throw all mto contufion,

an 1t bedate s Can e be good policyt Canit be our
.'j:::_':'l_':[, or the intereft of '_,1-n|1-,.':t‘.‘,f o "-‘il'l...;ll ".E*!..,_
our own bowels fuch an injured enveterate foc? A fee,
with whom weé mult be in a fltate of eternal war?

What havock would 4 handiul of favages, in conjunétion
with this domefiic eneiny, make in our um:z:t}'," EApe-
cially ac a period when the main bady of the inhabirants
were loftened by 1t cury and cafe, and -quite unfettled
ngers of war. Letwusturn our
eyes to the W efl-Indies;” and there learn the nrelan-
choly effects of this wretched policy.  We may there
read them written with the blood of thoufands, 7] here
you may fce the fable; let me Ly, the brave fons of
Alrica

Fi-:'::‘ ':1.1‘] IIII'Itb -"" LI] l| l:-l‘
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Alrica é .__71;_119-! in a noble conflict with their enveterat
{3

foes. There you may fee thoufands fired with a genc-
rous refentment of the greatelt injuries, and bravely la-
erincing their lives on the altar of liberty. :

In America, a Slave is a flanding monument of

the tyranny and 1mcenfiftency ¥ of human governments.

He is declared by the united voice of _:'l'nr.-'L-';a, Lo
be by nature I"r'u.“:, and entitlcd to the pr |1| gres of ac=
quiring and enjoying property: and yet by ] aws pafied
and enforced in thel= Sta tes. retained in hIﬂ,-'z:r],', and
{‘.i.p-..-r!u-!!ui of all property and capacity of acquiring anv.

‘I hey have fu'nithed a {iriking inftance of a people car-
r

rying on wir in defernce of principles, whie h t they are
ctually and *‘-‘-‘"“-*"3‘5'}' '1““"“}' ng by legal force; mt-_
Ing H'h: meafure for themfelves and another for then
neiehbours

Every b[.‘!?‘ in order to gain credit abroad, and
ff‘-l‘i-h":t'l.“.'u't_‘ Al m.m and 1 .

O gIive proper energy Lo g
yernment, {hould 1'“"."' to be confiftent; their condudl
f‘ wild not dii-:::_,:‘t‘t.' wiIi! the 1!' avovred ;.. ""I"L"‘?: nor
be inconfiftent in its feveral parts. ‘L onfiftent “juftice
is.the folid bafis on which the fabrick of government
will reft fecurely; take this away, and the building

r

totte [f'i ::.”L;. :"-1. ]L.:L"n_‘ [ :‘_;:] }_H:I'.-: £ every i"i:.‘i‘[. It ;gu} ]

4

prefume, the avowed principle of each of us, thatall men
are by nature free, and “are [till entitled to freedom,

unlels they ],,‘..- forfeited it Now. after this i !L'-:'rl
and ;':LL
:ﬁ-’-_‘_:fi.!‘.h

1 = 2 i
wie -;w,, to enact that men {hould be 8l

:I
1om we have no evidence that they have f::r-
feited their right; what would it be, but evidently to
fly in our own face; to contradict ourfelve ¢s3 1O pro-

2
1
Vi

claim before the world c¢ur own inconiiftency; and
warn all men to repofe no confidence in us! After this,
what credit can we ever expect? What confidence can
we repofe in each other? If we generally concur in this
nefarious deed, we deftroy mutual confide nce, and break
every link of the chain that fhould bind us together.

Are
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Ere'we Rulers! How can the people confide in us,
after we have thus openly declared that we are void of
truth and fincerity; and, that we are capable of cuflav=-
inz mankind in direct contradiétion to our own avowed
principles? What confidence in Legifiators, who are
L'_JI]:t[‘IIIE ;'fr ""'['I.EEI'I" their r’::'.H‘::EIt"I;lH all free men {!1
one breath; and in the next; enacling them ail Slaves?

Hiv onebeatlsy declaring that they havea right to acquire

and pofiefs property; and in the next, that they {hal
neither acq.re nor pofiels-it, during their exiltence here
Can I traft my life;, my -JF..__H? my property, in fuch
hands asthefe? Will the ¢olour of Yy hm prove a
(ufficient difence againft their injuftice and crueliy? Will
the partictlar cire umf{tance of my ancefters in.m r hora
in Europe, and notin Africa, defend ma? Wil # aight
hair defend me asainlt ‘the blow: that falls fo heavy on
the woolly head? :
It T am.a di hr:::ﬂ man, if pain is my Gody and this
may be a¢ quired by {uch an unrighteous law, -Lanay re-

tolee to Hnd it ena ‘L-.L: but T never can belisve that the
3

1

i
"
o

Legifldtors were honelt men;. or repole the lealt con-
fidence 1 them, when their own intereft would lead

them to betray 1t. - L never cain truit to the integrity of

that judge, wiho can fit-upon: the feat of juiticey and

pals an unnghteous judgment,  becaule it 15 agreeabie
g . S 4 % &

to law; when that law idelf is contrary to the light and
law of nature.

Where no confidénee can be put in men of public
trult, the exercile of government muft be very -1:.“11*.,
and the condition of the }‘ntnnL extremely wretched.
We may car n:]LuI . with

the utmoft certainty that it
| ]

‘h.‘.ui!]u be bac 1.:,. to reduce niatters to this ,1!‘.h.-1i1[':,'
lituation,

Slave ry naturally tends to fup the foundations of mao-
ral, and coni equ Lntl!, of politi 1:“1 viitue; and virtue is
ablolute a', necefiary for the happinefs and profperity of a
free people. n.]ahl" produces idlenefs; and iclenefs is

the
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the nurfe of vice. A L'ir'unwr Commonwealth is a

LR

buiiding crected on quick-fand, the inhabitants of which
can never abide in fafc tys
X ourg Gentlemen, who oug '11: to be the honour and

iupport ot the State; when they have in profpect an inde-
pencent fortune confifting in k: 'rnl and ﬁf..v:s, which they
Cin exfily L-ﬁ\'tﬂv;: on 2 faithful overfcer or fteward, be-
I
i

come the moft ufelefs an 1-1!.f~111 ant meubers of fo-

ciety, There is noco .mw“h them to ufeful Lm.r S, Or
any bufinefs that will fir them for ferving the ;mt-;i-:.

r[!li y-are emp! Mu! in-fcenes of pleafure and diffipation.
1 h{J’ corrupt each other; they corrupt the morals of
all around them: while t"u1 Slaves, 'even in time of
prace, arc far from being equally ufeful to fociety witl
the lame number of I:'_' men;. andy in tme of war,
are to be confidered as an enemy lodged within our
walls, = T faid they were ulelefs 1"".-7”I|f"""'l[11 mbers
of i’-ll'.'lf_[}*. I fhould have {aid more s I fhould hay

{iid, they are mntolerable nuifances, pernicious pefts of
j.ugiL!}'- ii'u:_'-.rl not to !'.'m-ur.'.'l men of I'-.riurw' 1
mean t-ni_’.' to point out the natural tendency-of Slave!

ir
12

in “order to fhew, how incenfittent it is with good

‘1 he ;“1‘-‘ [perity - of a country depends upon the in-

du,‘i::.,' oflts 1 [1. o1tanis; L'|.._' s will j'{"ﬂu'-d POV "'-I

and r:ihh }L-'.', ry becomes common, mndu 2y, finks into
difgrace.  ‘To labour is te $lave; to work, is tg ward
like: a Negro: and this is difgraceful; it levels  us
with the ‘mearnefl ui- the [pe fess it fits hard upen the
mind; it cannot bz i ll.E"} borne. Youth are hereby
tempted to idlenels, and drawn into other vices: they
lce no other way to ke ep their L'I*.'uli} and acquile lome
little in';'-':.'l.a:':-‘f-. T his renders them like ”“'[‘f "“l'L:'

|

nueifances of focictv, It f"r.f_';-tu::i'.l,'.}' tempts them
or forgery ; for which lh.--;
o 4

L
wHTeC

.J.E'i",

to gam |! r, -theft, robbery,

h*_- 1 end 1-"- 117G ;.'1'. LI_'IIH_:'-I_‘P__‘ 1l lill'i,_' E :.EE1':.|‘14‘-“I

every otate :*.;-.;.': be fupported by induftry, it 15 exceed-
- - - . ‘..
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* unwife to admit what will -inevitably fink it into dif
grace: and ..nr this is the tendency of Slavery.is known
from matter of fact,

Slavery n..tuml v tends to deftroy all {fenfe of juftice
and equity, It nuffs up the mind | with pride; teaches
youth a-habit of looking down upon their fellow crea-
tures with contempt, efteeming theni.as dogs or devils,
and imagining themfclves betngs of fuperior dign "fv and
imporcance, to whom all are indebted. I'his banifhes
the idea, and unqualifics the mind for the practice af
common juflice. If I have, “all my days, been accuf-
tomed to live at the expence of 2 black i, without
making him any CL“‘IHJ!”]L-[IF" or confidering mnunf
at all in-his debt, I cannot think it any great crime to
live at the expence of a uhlu man.— [F-L can rob - a
black man u.lL".n-u' guiley 1 fhall contract ne great syilt

1
by roebbing a white man. If i haye been i:::;,,_j accuf-
{omed to think 4 black man was mage for me, L may
ealily take it into my head to think fo of a white man,
If I have no fenfe of i]b]ij_;;'llitjﬁ to do i iltice to a black
man, 1 can have little to do juftice to a white man,
In this cafe, the tinge of our fkins, or the place of our
nativity,, can make but little difference; - [f I am in
p! 'nr::i‘-h: a friend to Slavery, I cannot, to be confiftent
“ll:]n i1 .TJ” IIIH'L' UJ rUl"_'l- lzlﬂ- LEJUJ.J; fi'l .t 5 ]"'I-L.FI TLY -.!"
freedom,  whenever my 111tt.|r~-1 calls, and -1 find it
in'my power,  If I make any difference h--r{-, it muit be
owingr to a vicious education, the force of prejudice, or
ide of heart.  Ifin principle a friend to "n]..iu: Ican-
not feel mylelf obl r !f:.l (o pay the debt due l{‘J Iy n..t”n-
bour. If I can ‘l.'L‘;t*'nr|r hlm of all his pollefiions, and
avold to law all 15 well.

] e i.!

eilruction of chaftity has a natural tendency to
introduce a number tJI'1.il..":_'_3,r that are very pf,"HL!fn S
to lhr..' intereft of 2 commonwealth; and Slavery much
conduces to deftroy chaftity, asiit puts fo great a num-
ber of females entirely in the power of the other fex

“-rl
o)

tJ..-.
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aoainft whom they dare not compliing - on perils of the
lath:  and many of whom they dare not refift.  “This
¥Iice, L

mon, 11'-;.: ii, -l:- f;:_;.'t'a' 1

s bane of fociety, has -'-l"c-.:hh' become fo com-

citcemed a difgrace in the one

fex., and  that the one that is cendr :.|\ the-moft crig-
nal. ~Let it ‘become  as little I.!h\::"_irl.'“il,ljl, i the other;

i e . Y I e G =LA :
:”"i ‘.--I‘ TE d5-:0) Rl - L0 GoMIICINIG. LI a H'[ I”.l dlil {-:'..-L Lo

the public preiperity,

It is 1L-.".';1-;-'."a' to cur national profperity, tlnt the
eftates of the iohabitants of tiie country 't-‘ sreatly pro-
' ;Lili._ rhaps noeliates, PH”L led inany 1‘1 rt of
the world, are lefs :r..c,--.h.n_,,,lh than thofe which coniifl in

oreat numbersol Slaves. Infuch eftates there will be old
and decriped men and'w omen, breeding womea, and little
children: all maitbe m '.,.11[,1 inedo= T'hey labour enly
from fervile principles,-and therefore not to {.L| ual adva .Jr—
tage with free men. They will Jabone-as hale, they
wiil take 2 :f:f:: care-as. they 1_--.."".15 can.. MWVheii
their maintenance is- deduéted from the frut of‘themnr

fibour, onty a :’n:;l' pittance remans. for- the owner,
Hence many who are prot ud ul their ettates;~and envied
for their wealth, are Iny h: 111 pmcin, and .11'1.uiL |
in debts - Herd are large eltates tocbe taxed ;- but fimall
incomes to- pay the taxes. rI'LE.-, while it L_rn'l':.‘i s
weight in the feale of the Union, swill ‘make us groan
under the burthen of our own importance,

Put all the above contiderations together, and it evi-
dently appears, that Slavery is neither confiftent with
juftice nor good | . T'hcfe are confiderations, one
would think, fufhcient to filence every obj 1ech 1o 3 bug
1 forefee, notw .*.Z'.;L'.:-'t- ing, thata number will be made,
fome of which have a fo nmmnbu appearance.

lt will be faud, Negroes were made Slaves by law,

ey ‘WEre comy erted into property by an act ef the
Lr-t lature; and under the fanfion of that law 1 pu:‘—

:i! J ll*-.z_-r. 13 they therefore became my propert) {

have alepalclmm ro them. - To- repeal this ','..L:, LG
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not. Now daes thic property belong te him, who re
ceived it from a Legiflature that had it not to “"w‘, an

y a law they had no right to enact? Or to the original
owner, who has never forfeited, nor alienated his H:,:]l.,'
It a law {hould pafs for [elling an innccent man’s head,
and 1 fhould :.1:_.,!414.11._. i.[_., have 1.,, in (‘GHI;*:L!HCFL{U of this
law and this purchafe, a better claim to-this man’s head
than he has himfelf?

To call our fellow men, who have not forfeited, nor
voluntarily refigned their liberty, our pm'“t""i Is a
g'r“'ﬂ il.Hll-l_lI’l.ln,?._. a coht*;.ﬁ_iiinﬁﬂtm to common f{enfe, and
an_ Inchamty to human :'.J.L' e, Jhe owners ;;:' fuch
Slaves then are the licenced r ‘l’f‘f‘fc and not the juft
proprietors, of what 1:."".{‘} claim: freeing them is not
depriving them of property, but reffering it to the right
OWnEr; it is fn:'i'e'?rr; t"" unlawful captive to efcape,
It is not wi onging the mafter, but doing juftice to the
Save, reftoring h,m to 111 felf, The -n alter, dt 1s
§ u;-, H_. Wrong FH he may fuffer and that r{r::‘:]j; Dug
this is his own inu-t and the fault of the inflaving law;
and not of the law ﬂmr loes juftice to the o} T"r;*”"ct]

You fay a law of emancipation, would be unj jutt, h e
caufe it wou ‘I m srive men of their property: but s t} e
ro injultice on the '*rn* risde? Isnobody intitled to *ui.!n.
but Slave he -} iers? Let us confider the injuftice on both
lides; .-I:.f weigh them in an even ba.hm., Ononeh 'm_f
ve {ee a man dej prived of i.]IInnp-rn, of alic m::c:n of pof=

P

feliing , prope: l., of liis own free age -u}, of the means of
initrudtion, of nis wife, :~f his children, of almoft every
thing dear o him: on the {;-5..-".-&., a man deprived of
¢ight or an hundred pounds. Shzll we hefitate 2 mo-

ment to determine, who s t}‘.r greateft {ufterer, and

=

who is wreated with the preateft injuftice? The matter

appears quite glaring, when we confider, that neither
this man, nor iis parents had finned, that hn' was born
to thefe fufferi I'T ;- but the other {uffers altogether for
his ewn fin, and that of his predeceflors, Such a' law
would




Ig

would only take away proj 'ml“*', that 15 it’s own propera
ty, and not ours; property that has the fame right to pof-
J'L-.i‘:l us, 4s ih'k 1 ]LII.;-L ["'.I a5 W l‘l_l ' Lo I,‘-I-J'Il.“.l 1:: 3 I]’F'-' "J'i.'}'

that has the fame rizht to conpvert our children into dogs,
and calves, and coits, as we have to convert theirs 1t

hefe bealts; property l‘l t-may transfer our children to

ftrangers, by the fame right that we transfer theirs.

Human legiflatures il:m. ld remember, that they altin
fubordinaticn to the great B uler of the u'v’.'.'._-ril-, nave no
right to take the government out of his hand, nor to
ry to his; that if they fhould prefume

enach laws contrai
to :;t-;r'::up: ity they cannot imake that right, which he
has made wrong; tm'" cannet diflolve the allegiance of
!::*: fubjects, and transfer it to themivlves, and. thereby
free the people from their obligations to obey the laws
of nature. ~I'he people thould know, that l=giflatures
have-not tois-power; ant { that a thﬂln md WS Can never

make that tnnocenty, w hh h the divine law kas made cn-

[

minat; or give them .J. Fig }1.1'.'. 10 L:‘.-;'."., '.‘.'12'.5..!.1 WIC-GAVLLIC

I’ :
Jaw forbids them to claim.
But-to the.above :c_'é.:_'-.' it may be farther objefled that
weither we,. nor the le; huu.} enflaved the Africans

H
but they enfiaved one ...rsurlh,r,, and we only purchaled
I":Ulln', whom ¢ uicy had made i,l-i‘ ners of w uly il id redueed
to flavery,

."a!,u-;itl.n:*_ prifoners of war flaves, though prattifed '
Romans and other ancient nations, aud though {b
practiled by {ome barbarous trbes; can by no means b

juflified; 1t is unreafonable and cruel, W hatever may

be {aid of the chielf authors and promoters of an lriliu'i

Wdr, e Comnon J,;.;:;;; [y WO 15 under command and

AL LA

obliged to obey, and as 1s often the cale deprived of thix
means of information as to the groundas ol (e war, cei

tamly cannet be tl‘.-.n;*.‘:'. ;_:_uii!:,‘ of a crime {o henlou y
that for it himfeif and poiterity deferve the dreadiul po-
nithment of perpetual fervitade, 1t is a cruelty that the

- i 5 1 il ] : 1 " = ik -
picient practice ol all civilized nations bears teitimony

o
- M IllI.l‘..
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ultomed to liiten to the T!!l.‘!.i: chcly-talcs ol thee un=

unate Africans, canpot want lufiicient evidence,
I hote who have feen mulutudes of poor innocent chil-
]

gdren ariven o markert, ..-[rl.i 1000 e | Ik..|+.3':| el v e LU LI -

p s {01013 t:i:t.i[' EVies,

L1000y

It will be farther L'J};-ja;{ti:__-,‘,_ that in our {ituatio the
abolition of Slavery would be bad policy; becaufe it

| difcouraoe emigrants from the Eaftward, prevent
the pepulation of this country; and confequently “it’s
opulence and hirencth, '
I doubt'not but it would

L r il . & i

holders from e -H‘il:\- into this country, with their Slaves,
But this would be far, very far, from bemng an evil.
It would be a molt defirable event: it would be keep-
g out a great and intolerable nuilance, the bane of

EvEry country where 1t 1s admitied, the caule of 12no-

rance, aud vieey and. of national poverty and weaknels,
Uin the othier hand, 1F | mitkake not, it would invite five
uietul citizens into-our ftate, where ie would kesp out one
4 L]
L viam o} } - As b = ' s i i . i 1 T
Rl W A T e i L) Wiy Waollida -1ioL i I' i i o | e tlr.'l: i
NnuMmersias1n 0D o laves. ITIoOYe Fapddsd e LI LitICK
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| i I DO -TOTNE "vWweElTWwWard s i Ie, Vi
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Calll 12T EL counrry, |'.,.,~' Near, eaiy dCCEls, #N
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the n of thele, . wiio pof them In numbers.
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Iy LTEETea Wit cgiect, apa oiten with cot Rpts- 0&
iIs'not a-eompanion for his free netabours, buc only for
tHe1re e R ! e | . " by i bid . | 1 ' e .
AL A0 E- TERUIALIC - DIAVES . s Cllllaren arc oo Eod upon
and-treated by theirsasunderhings, 1 hele thimgsare not
ealy to pear: they render his mind unesiy, and his fitu-
O uppriealant, VWhen he {ees an open way to re-
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i*r“‘ d with Slave-holders, their Slaves, and a few, in
the bigheit pafts of a poor free man, I mean t .,I of an
CUverfeer.  When we a.u.\*..tl)r view and confider our
Lr'lmlim' with '.-_'3 i to the Eaft and the W t!f we
may be aflured ¢ '.*i. t:w:'lt will {foon take place, that
the progrefs tow uJ.x it will be exceedingly rapid, and
reatly accelerated by the fertility of our foil.
That this, on lup:n-.m-m dhiat Slavery fthould conti-
we, would {oon be the ftate of population 1n this coun=
try, is not only poflible, but very prebable; not only
probable, but morally L':_'Il;li[]. But is this a defirable
fituation? Would it be {afe and comfortable? Would it
be fo, even to mafiers themfelves? 1 prefume not:
elpecially when I cenfider, that their near neighbours,
beyond the Ohio, could not, coniiftent with their prin-
ciples, aflift them; in cafe of a dJomeftic infurreétion,
suppcfe our inhabitants 1}'.-;-:.']." be fewer; they would
be ufeful citizenr; who could repofe a mutual confi-
{t.,u In each r'-"' Br To increafe the mmhabitants of

this State n;. multi iy 11 r AN enemy withinour oW1l b unl

i
an enemy, with whom we are in a ftate of perpe '~‘-“J‘
war, and can-never make peace, 1s very far from being

n object of defice: clpecial ly if we conl {ider, that a be-

ief of the ipiquity of this fervitude js fait gaining
ground, Should tins fentiment obtain the general be-
ficf, what micht be the event? What would be the
fituation of a certair Lf-:'i'rlllﬂ.tun of men? What the
condition of this country?

Another fughtiul Hj ¢tion to my doélrine is, that
{hould we fet vur Slaves fri it would | .I‘,’ a foundation
for intermar:lages and an u n.wn.- mixture of blood,
aid our 1-”-;:‘.-. ri‘y at length would «ll be mulattoes,

This_effeét; 1 grant, 1t would produce, I alfe
grant, that this appears very unnatural to perfons la-
Ft:urin; under our 1)1:']:* lices of educ J.::'Jn. [ acknow-

1\. ":I--._J"-. Ny OwW'n l’-'_:.gu_- renont ,J*”_{ g |'i- AlTl EL lt' h:_lt 1[ does
iy L'-..'H.I;C_'-i'i.'ﬁ'._'“'..

1o
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To ?:au this, as a reafon for the continuation of
Slavtrj.r, is to plead the fear that we fhould difgrace
ourfelyes, as a reafon why we fhould do injuilice
to others: to plead that we may continue in guilty for
fear the features and complexion of our pofterity {houla
be fpoileds. . We fhould recollect, that it is too late to
prevent this great imugim-.;:; evil; the matter is Lnrr.:an--;r
gone hr'ym‘d recoverys for it may be proved, with ma
thematical certain ty, that, if things go on i the "rt- ik
channel, the future inhabitants ef America will inevi-
tably bs mulattoes.

How often have men ci1i'u‘r’-n by tlut.'ir own {laves, by
their fathers flaves, or the flaves of their neighbours!
How faft is the nk:-ﬁbrr of mulattoes increafing in ¢ very
part of the land! Vifit the little towns and villages to the

ealtward H vifit the {eats of entlemen, who abo llHIJ in
Slaves; and fee how they fwarm on every :“.:n:d! Al
the children of mulattoes will be mulattoss, and the
whites are daily adding to the number; whiech will con~
tinually increafe the proportion of mulattoes. Thus this
evil is comingz upon us in a way muc h more difgraceful
and u1m.:tu..‘, than intermarriages. Fathers will have
their own children for Slaves; '.u'.d leave them as an [l
heritance to their children, Men will pofiefs their bro-
thers and fifters as their property, leave them to then
heirs, or fell them to ftrangers. Youth will have their
erey headed Uncles and Aunts for Slaves, call them their
property, -and wransfer them to others. Men will hum-
ble their own Silfters; or even their Aunts, to gratify
their luft. An hard bearted maiter will not hm-u;,
whether he has a blood relation, a Brother or a Sifter,
an Uncle or an Aunt; or, a {tranger of Africa, under
his feourging }.L.ni This is not the work of Imagma-
tiok 5 1t huﬁ been f requent 1;-, realized,

I'he w{uff that can be made of this ()1"-}-'&1%1‘1”, vgly
as 1t 18, is that it would be haltening an evil in an honeft
w2y, which we are already lu.:'.*m" on ourfelves, in a
way that 1s abfolutely diflioneft, perfectly thametul, and
..«f»ll.caf
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el Y ClrCumiltanced,

1S a4 préjudice of education, it waotld be an evil onlyv in

ey iy B - ¥ - e B - P | it e
Ancther objediicn to my dotrine, :a.e;I that eftecmed

by fome the moft formidable, | es before me: an
ohjection taken from the fac ".“1.: iiT'.;HLlruR. I here widl
be pr duced on the ocealion, the i.'x.-,!nl-*lr. of faithful
Abraham, recorded Gen, 173 and the law of Mofes;

Lev. 25. “|'he’injunéiions laid upon fervants
in the :'Ji-:-l.. : 1?':!i|1.'l!1!- rly :':'\r the !“:_ll.l'ﬁ:'.!f' le:!::._! will atlo
be introduced here, T hele will all be-direlted, as for-

<1
&
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midable artillery, agamit me, and mydetence of ablolute

(] i :
.1 roim 1t b HEE I:-'I'L.l."1 115 1015 &l :1.:!_-[, ]1'7- heac-
vocates for perpewaal {lavery, that fince Abraham had

fervants born in his'houfe and baught with money, they
muft have been {ervants for life; like our nezroes: and
hence they conclude, that it s lawful for us to purch hai=
heathen fervants, and if they have children born-in our
houfes, to make them fervants alio: - Erom the ‘law of
' ] d, that the [fraclites were authorized
ren of their {ervants, as an inheritanc
to their own children, for ever; and hen@eat is inferred,

> . : 5 , f
that we may eave the children of our Sl8ves as an mhe-
ritance to our children for ever. 1f this was Immora |
in itfelf; a juit God would never have given it the fanc-

- 4 1 .|I - "y - ’ i X Fiw W9 53 TP
tion ef his authority; and, 1t lawful in itlelf, *we may
fafely follow the example of Abraham, or act according

0] 'I law E';. ..‘.Fl.li;:" -

None, 1 hope;, will make this objection,  but thofe
who belicve thefe writings te -be of divine authority;
for if they are not fo, it is little to the purpefe to mtro-
troduce them heres  If you graint them to be of thivifig

e
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authority, you will alfo grant, that they are cwr fiftent
with ghe: n[L“\ s, and that one pafage m: 1y he p o ex-
plain anothér.  Grant me this; and then reply to the
objettion,

In the 12th verfe of the 17th of Genefis, we find that
Abraham was a.:-;:rtlmam'ir:d to Cire !'..".uz'.r-:. all that were
born in his houfe, or hm]ght with monev. We find in the
fequel of the chapter, that he L-“‘:," d this command,
wL thout delay; and atually circumciled every mile in his

amily, who came under thﬂ defcription.  This law of
circuincifion continued in force; it was not repealed
but confirmed by the law of Mofes.

Now, to the circumcifed were committed the oracles
of God; and circumcifion was a token of that covenant
by which, among other things, the land of Canaan,
and “therr various privileges an it, were promifed to
Abraham, and his feed; to a!l that were included in
that covenant, -~ All were included, to whom circum-
cifon; which was the token of the covenant, wus ad-
miniftered, ;z:;:':;-:\:‘;-}y to- God’s command. By divine
:iITl}UInf’m{'T'IT not only Abraham and his natu=l l'r:n.--.i,
but he that was bot ight with money of any itranger that
was not of s feed, was circumciled, Siree the feed of
the itranger received the token of this covenant we muft
belicve, that he was included, and interefted in it;
that the benehts promifed were to be conferred on
him. Thefe perfons bought with money were no longer
looked upon as uncircumcifed and u.cl:,.n, as aliens
and ‘lrr*r--tr*‘" but were Inct rpul.m.d mto the church
and nation of the 11 dn.im; ; and became one peeple
with them; became God’s covenant people. Whenee
it appears, that {uitable provifion was made h)' the di-
vine law that th ey thould be properly educated, made
free, and Ln_]u} ail th: common privileges of citizens
IL ..4 A4S 1}_, the divine law mﬁjmnud upon “the Ifrachte Sy

hus to circumcife zll the males born in their Imuha,
then if the purchafed fervants in queftion had any chil-

C dreny
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dren, their mafters were bound by law: to incorporate
them into their church and nation. Thele children
then were the I:-‘l'vﬂ.nﬁ of the Lord, in the fame {enfe as
the natural defcendants of Abraham were; and therefore,
according to the law, Lev. 25. 42, 55, they could not
be made Slaves. The paflages of fcripture under con-
fideration were fofar from ;m*lmr}zmg the lfraelites to
make {laves of their fervants children that they evidently
forbid it; and therefire are {o far from proving the
lawfulnefs of our enflaving the children of the Africans,
that they clearly condemn the praétice as criminal,

Thefe paflages of facred writ have been wickedly
;1 ““r{ into the fervice of "\Limmmr, perhaps more fre-

ently than any others:: but does it not-now appear,, that
t" fe welghty pieces of araliery may be fairly wrefted
from the encmy, and turned wpon the holts of the
Mammonites,. with very good effect?

T he advocates for flavery (hould have oblerved,, that
ih the law of Mofes referred to, there is. not thL leait
mention made of the children of thefe fervants; it 15 not
faid that they {hould be fervants, or any thing about
them. No doubt, rm*c of them had ckildren, but it
was unnecedlary to mention- them ; becaufe they, were
already provid led for, by the law of circumcifion,

To extend the ]aw of Mofes to the children of thefe
fervants, is arbitrary and prefumptuous; it is making
thiem include much more than is exprefled or neceflarily
insplied 15 the text, 1t eonnot be neceflarily implied in
the expreflion, they fhall be your  bond-men j"f LVErS
becaule the word for ewer is evidently limited, by the
nature of the fubjeét; and nothing appears, by which
i. «on be more properly ]r-“utmf, than the life of the 1¢
vaois purchafed. The fenfe then is fimply this, tm.y
toall ferve you and your chitldren as loi 1g «5 .h:'}' !JM‘L‘

\We cannot certaiely determine how: thefe perfons
yiers made fervants at iirfty noris it neceflary we thould,
Wieiher they were perfons who had forfeited their li-

berty
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hert}r h}f capitd] crimes; ‘or whether they had involved

themfelves in debt by felly and extravagance, and fub-
IIHLLL! to ferve during their lives, in order to avoid a
greater calamity; or whether they were diiven to that
neceflity in their younger days, for want of friends to
take care of them, we cannot tzll, This however we
may be fure of, that the Haelites were not {ent by a
divine law to nations three thoufund miles diftant, who
were neither doing nor meditating any thing agaiuit
them, and with whom they had nothi ANg to L’:tr; 111 Or=
der to captivate them by fraud or force;, tecar them
away from their country and all their tender connexions,
bind them in chains, croud them into (hips, and there
murder them by tho ul"uu’w'._, with the want of airand
exercife; and then condemn the Jurvivers and their
pofterity to flavery for ever,

Butit.is_further objefted, that the Apoftle advifes
{fervants 10 be contented  with their {tate of fer-
vitude, and cbedient to their mafters; and, though he
charges their maftersto ufe them well, he no awhere
commands them to fet them free.

In order rightly townderftand this matter, we fheuld
recollect the fituation of chriftians at this ime. They
were under the Romuan yoke, the government of the
nmth:n, vihio were x\';lt;H'wr m't:n' opportunity-of charg-
mf' tl"LF“ vith defigns againft their government, ‘in oL~

er to II’my their ul:m*\ perfecutions.  In fuch cir.
-..umﬁ.vwc- for the A ".LU{HJ to have proclaimed liberty
to the flaves, would prub.-.;m]}' have expofed many "of
them to certain deltruétion, breught ruin on the chrif-
tian caufe, and that without the profpect of frecing one

fingle manj which would have been the height of mad-

nefs and cruelty. It was wife, it was humane in him
mot to drop a fingle hint on this fubjeét, farther than
faying, if thou mayeff be made free, wje it rather.
‘Though the Apoftles aéted with this prudent referve,
the unrealenablenc(s of perpetual, unconditional flavery
may
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may ealily be inferred from the righteous and beneve

lent doftrines, and duties taught in the New It'n

ment, It is quite evident, that flavery is contrary to
the fpirit and gentus of the chnitian r*:.l,‘n n. It is
contrary to that excellent precept laid down by the di-
vine aithor of the chriftian inititution viz H<h itfosver
ye would that men Jhauld do to Yyaity -do ye even f« to them,
A precept fo finely calculated to T.L-:ﬂ,'h ihe duties of
_]uﬂi e, to enforce their obligation, ai tl induce the
mind to obedience, that nothing ran excel it,  Noman
when he views the i.‘.ni hips the {utterings, the exceflive
labours, the unreafonable -_......J{f_n.u.u, the feperations
between loving hufbands and wives, between affeétion-
ate parents and children, can fay, were 1 in their place,
I fhould be contented ; | i-l far approve of this ulage, as
to belicve the law that fubjeéls me to ity to be perfeclly
right: that I and my pofterity {hould be denied the pro-
teftion of law, and by it be expofed to fuffer allithefe
calamities; though I never forfeited my freedom, nor
merited fuch treatmenty amore than others, Noj there
1s an honelt soMETHING i1n our breaits, that bears

¥
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teftimony againit thiz; as unreaionable and wicked. 1
found 1t Ir‘l m y own bre 11[] near forty j. ars ago; and
throu E_‘f‘l all the cha eSO { tiTn:_._, theinfluance of ¢ ui!ﬂii',

1

the arts of !u;um‘n, and the facinations ni" intcreft; it
remains here ftill, 1 believey it is a law of my natures
a2 law of more ancient date th i any act of pariament;
and which no human Legiflature can ever repeal,  Icis
a law infcribed on every human heart; and may there
be feen in legible charadters, unlefs it is blotted by vice,
or the eye of “the mind blinded by- intereft. Should |
do ;-..:a:{ le-r to ccuntenance this evil, I fhould hght
igainlt my own heart; fhould I not ufe my influence
to annihilate it, my own conicience would condemn

mece.
i

..|

¢ may be further objefted, this of flavery, it is true,
is.a great evil; bat ftill ereater evils would follow
theis

i —




1 —

their emancipation.  Nen who have lad out their mo-
ey in purchale of flaves, and now have little other
property, would certainly be great fufferers: befides,
the flaves themielves are unacquainted with the arts of
life, being ulcd to alt only under the direGion ‘of
others; they have never acquired the habits of induftry;
bave not that fenfe of propeity and fpirit of emulation
necellary to make them uliful citizens. Many have
been fo iung accuftomed to 1II"I':" neaner vices, habitu-
ated to lying, pilferi: g and ftealing, “that when pinched
with want, they would commit thefe crimes, become
pells to fociety, or end their days on the gallows. Here
are evils on beth hands, and of two evils, we fhould
take the lealt.
This is a good rule, when applied to natural evils;
but with moral evils it has nothing to doj for of thefe
we muft chule neither.  Of t'.’-.‘-'= evils, the one natural

\r
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and the other morzl, we muft always cliufe the natural
evil; for moral evil, which is the fame thing as fin,

can never be a proper object of choice.  Enflaving our
fellow-creatures is a moral evily fome of its efieéts are
moral, and fome natural. ‘There is no way fo proper
to avaid the morsl evil cffedts as by avouling the caufe,
T'he natural evil effedts of emancipation can never be
a balance for the meral evils of flavery, or a reafon,
why we {thouid prefer the latter to the former,

Here we lhould confider, on whom thefe evils are to
be charged; and we fhall find they hie at our own doors,
they are cha argeable on us. We have brought one ge«
neration 1nto ri.i.~ wretched {tate; and fhall we there-
fore doom all the geneiations of their pofterity to it?
Do we find by experience, that this itate of flavery

corrupts anderuins human nature? And fhall we perhit

in corrupting n..d ruining it in order to avoid the na-

tural evils, we have a Hmdv produced? Do we find as,

the anciet "':,u.:l faid, that the day we deprive a man of

freedom, we take away half his foul? And fhall we
: continue
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continue to maim fouls, becaule 2 maimed fou! is unfit
for fociety? Strange realoning indeed] An L-.ﬂﬂﬂii"!i'l=r

confequence! | thould have looked For a conclufion quit

oppolite to this; viz: that we thould be (enfible of Ef‘:

evil of our conduct, and periit in it no longer. 1o
=% 1

.-II.. ¥ - 1 & aF
iC i.t-].'- Appears a vory poweriul argument againit [lave-
Jgon) 1_:! s i;|im.ll.'.'.1'. !L 15 TUlil=-

- oy st :
r'--! dlld d CONvINCing
vhom he has made free mcral

Mg God’s creatures

agents, an accountable beings; .creatures who dtill be.
loag to him, and are not Jeft to us'o ruinat our pleafure.,

However, - the objection is weighty, and the diffi-
culty fuspefled gt at. But 1 do not r.;'n;ri'-]{.ﬁl that it 1s

_ to deter us frem our Lf1_|t'|.'._, or tempt us Lo
continue¢ a prattice, fo inconfiftent with u:fuu: and
found polic y: therefore | give (t as“my u]-lll‘ on, that

y .'

the firflt thing to be dovie is, 12 refacve HAEGNAIL 107 ity o

put an e 1d 14 fia ery ,-’J'."j flate, "1 hisy~L"conceivey
properiy H-..-’wn:_a t6" the convention; which theéy can
eahily effect, by working the principle into the coniti-
tuiion they are to frame.

If there is not in zovernment fome fixed p"i'l"ih'lf:"i

fuperior to all law, und above the pewer ul [,L piflators,

there-can be no ftabilit, or L'-'.*z:}:'.h';'.'-"j-' 1[, 1t will
be continually fiuctuatine with th +"-:.i:1::*:, humours,

>
or intereit, ot

pailions, prejudices; o different Legiflative
bodies, . Libe:rty is an inherent right of man, of every
man; the exiftence of which ought not to depend upon
the I‘z*.ul.,;h?]i'_;.' of Legiflation; but thould be wrought
into the very conftitution of our government, and be
made efientiz] to it.

'I he devifing ways and means to 'uum‘p..fh thisend,

18 fhall t-u-'_: confiit with the }_._,U.I,h ml\.a.,l., will b_
the duty of our future Legiflature.

‘T’his evil is a tree that has been h.‘ﬂ':_: i'l.-.ul’ J;. it has

‘been growins many years, it has raken deep root, its

t:unk 15 lares,  and its branches extended wide; {hould
t be cut down fudden'y, 1t might crufh all that prew

nes
-

e

e

i-“_""




f 31 }

near it; fhould it be viclensly eradicated, it might teay
up the-ground in which it 5, and produce fatal
effedts, Itistrue, the flaves have a juft claim to be
freed inftantdy: but by our bad-conduct, we have ren-
dered them incapable of enjoving and properly ufi gz

TTOW

[

this their birthrighe; and thercfore a ;;.uu;.] emancipa=
tion only can be advifeable. The limbs of this qree
muift be lopped off by little and - little, the trunk
E’gr;l.q.u. " hewn doy Wi, and the 1:.‘..'.:.‘,.% and roots lett o
rot it m-:: ':‘m'.m i,

The Leoiflature, if the d;u‘: it ¢ xpedient,  would
preveic the |'-‘IL'}. tation of .";] IMOTE.HAVES § T‘:'.-Z_'” would

enact that all born after fuch a date {h '_.!H. be born free;
be qualihed by p oL € fucation to make ufeful citizensg
and 1‘5 actu: !:" .Iml at a praper age.

It is no fmall recommendation of this plan, that it fe
neatly coincides with the Mofatc law, in this cale pro-
videds to which, even fuppole it a humaa inflitution,
great refpectis due for its antiquity, its juflice ;1;1:1
hm‘..‘;.u’:%,-

It would, I think, avoid-in a great meafure, all the
cuh num ned in the « g‘i"-“iun. f ll that was the
malter’s own, at the time e upon in the a&t, would
'.}-.n“ be his own: All tha: ithould delcend {rom them
would be his own until he was paid for theiredacation.
All he would lofe would be the prolpeét of his children’s
being enriched at the e pence of thole who are unborm.
W u-.:i any man murmur at hiavinge this profpect, which
was given him by an 1 m.:n Gus i..ﬂ... and cannot be ene

j-.-x'Ll without euilt cut off by a rightcous law, thatfrces

from opprefiion future gener J..u. -
13

Is these any luch:man to be lound:! Let us I".rp a
moment to hL.ll his Li)i‘:'l:':di.r t. * | have ]fai.'_;._J, Eh'“]
happy by oppreflion. 1 wanted to leave this ;"iritw as
an inheritance to my children. I had a delichtfome
profpect of their living alfo 1n eafe and iplender at the
expence of others; this iniguity was once fancified by o

A
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hoped my ehildren

veets; butn ow this hard-harte
has €ut L*' :7.|.~3 plealing 'r".'t-:l-;.
fter mirchildren to live in eale and lu I, a
i t‘.-i\]E-_;nr Afrnicans., 1 hey have Ir'.,‘:g'.’l‘_"{]., and
ution muit {tand forever, that black men
giation "kél:lt'J._;lr:.- Lingd -':u.t‘_ :_}.. '_E]I!_":I_ W
'! as white men; and be happy according
1€ ,':1.5'-.5-;;' 1s. done

tern:tliv rilned
live 1n inyuitice
- -
are I:JL'J'.H.'-F, [ icy arc
fadcle his own
the houle and

L can
and them.

of their labour, thzn it i1s to them to be déprived
of  their liberty ond o thing elfe.. “T'his wicked
convention will have to znlv another day, for the

i;'.!-f"ii- 5;'._::,:[':,-‘ hiave conc I k.['..“..'_-_:; _|'-|:4.1m: to

them,’
Emancipation on fome fuch plan_as above hinted,
\A't'hlui P 1-25"',', i'* many inftances, be a real advantage
ol wealth, arenss wounld {'l!uf;l[:

themyiu fuch a mannpery, and place them 1n fuch circum-
‘.-’....:I:‘:_ s 45 WO ;Li-f be more to their interelt, than poi-
lu'i. I unpj sroductive gitates as {laves are fon

i he children would imbibe a noble independent
;..lr learn a habit of mana; ging bufinels, an. J;:! ng

themiclves. They would ir.'.'.m to icorn the mean
and " berrarly way of living, at the expence of
el

others, “iving 1n plendor on p

V¥ here eftates were wilely mana :,.::.1, children would not
and their fortunes diminithed. I hey would not be
mocked with nominal, but poffefs real wealth; wealth that
would net merely feed their vanity, but fill their cotfers

' The
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