FINAL INVENTARY RESULTS

The sudden closing dowm of the library projects,and the lack
cf adequate secretarial help during the last two weeks,made it
almost impossible to colleet cutstanding books and make accurate
recordss The following statisticsyshoweveryswere compiled:

31 books were lost or destroyed beczuse of diseases in
borrowers’ homes. :

53 books belonging teo the Fayette Library proper were un-
accounted Tove

41 Ybooks velonging to the Lexington Pudlie Library were loste

Althouzh the librarian regrets that these books were lost or
unaccounted for at the time of the library's closingsshe does not
feel that the number is at all excessive in view of the very large
circulationythe fact that it was the first time that many of our
patrons had used a publiec library, that registration was not ai
first considered feasibleyand that the WPA personnel was in such a
continual state of flux and change that it was almost impossible to
keep proper recordse

Books accessioned and classified £nd prepared for circuls tion:
1912.

Books given to the library,but not as yet prepared for
circulations 559,

An attempt to record our borrowers,by FAMILY only,was made
in the spring,and at the time of closing,750 FAUILIES

had been registered.

This was not by any means ¢
total registration. aand o o




CIRCULATION ANALYSIS

‘hen the project closed August 1,1939, tue eirculation firgures,
¢0ld and unimaginative~ showed that 44985 books and magazines had
been read during the time in which the library functioned. This
did not include circulation figures for the Girls' Division of
the Eentucky Houses of Reformgwhere books had circulated for at
ileast four months.

The number,44965 does not give any real estimate of the
number of times each book was read by other members of the borrow=
ers' femilies, or how many times the books were passed from farme
house to Barmhouse.e do know that a béok which was cheaked once
for circulation records was often read by mmay peoples The pack=
horse libraries were allowed to estimate this extra usage,but as
we were nominslly a branch of the Lexihgton Public Librarysand as
the American Library Association does not allow such estimates to
show on circulation recordsywe did not make the estimate. I am sure
that the real use of the books,therefore,was many times greater
than the total circulation figure.

0ff the 44985 books and magazines read in the eleven months,

15722, or 34% of the whole circulation represents
magazines read by both adults and juveniles.
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= Adults read 9148 magazinesjchildren read 6574,
MAGAZ INES, \
Thusy 497 of the adult eirculation was magazines

k and only 257 of the juvenile circulation was nage~
azines.




22,8664 sor 50% of the whole sirculation represenis
fiction read by both adults and juvenilese.

FICTION « Adults vead 8539 books of figtion,gjuveniles read
14,3376

Thus, 467 of the adult circulation was fiction,
and 54% of the juvenile circulatiom was fictione.

HISTORY ( 79 Adult books of histéry were circulated;356 books of
juvenile historys luny of the fiction books for
children were actually historical fictionshowever,

Wote: The normal circulation figures for an American public library
usually show approximately 507 fietion.I believe that the
reading of fiction is very desirable and I do not want to
detract from the inferences involved in the statement.But
I must point out that in the juvenile classification many
books which were,at firstycounted as fiectionyreally were
probably better classified as non-fiction. The classification
of books belonging to the Board of Education didfered from
that of books belonging to the Fayette Library proper and tc
the Lexington Public Library in many instancese

Most popular of all classes of books were those classed
as Vestern adventureganimalsyaeroplanes.

MAGAZINES 3 APDPROETHMAYBIY 28,000 magazines were given to the

~ librarys.liany of them come as the repponse to an item in
"Jay Jay"'s columm in the Lexington leader. Lven todays four
months after that item appeared,l am still being offered

Circulation figures did not include the 4731 which
the library gave the LasternState Hospital,the 288
magazines which we gave the Kentucky Houses of Reform,
and the 284 which we gave the County Infirmiry.'

We gave to the Rockeastle County Library 285 books
and a thousand religious magazines which were not of
the kind which could be used in this library.




