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| eials 'want no intrusion from the
" | outside. They desire no relief for
L their people and public meefifBs] -
are barred. Temporarily, sections) =
of Kentucky have severed their Fi
connéctions with the union 4nd
| the constitutional rights: of free
| travel ‘and’ frEE“speesh.r Y
For sume reason certam Ne.w
| York more or less literdry gentle-
| men are ‘stirred by the conditions
‘lin Kentucky and think snmathmg-
should be done, They have tried:
to' invade: and mvestigats per-
sonally and have cﬂme out second
best in - the encuunters They:
went with food ‘supplies for the
destitute, and according to their
story, they were . escorted out of
Pineville to the Tennessea line
| where one of the part:.r, Waldo
Frank, was slugged, he claims.

The Pineville authorities' deny
the charges but, nevertheless, the
writer fellows gotouf of Kentucky
in'a hurry. Then they hied them-
selves to Washingten and: ‘de-:
manded an investigation By con-
 gress‘of the mine war, alleged
labur peonage, and other existing
rcuﬂdxtiuns Some senators are
favorable and others questlon the
[authorlt:._r,nf the federal goverm-
ment, which really has enough on
its hands right now in a natmnalf_
sense ‘without hﬂthermg w1th
local troubles. .'

“Pineville nhjec:ts to an:,r prﬂbe .-
and suggests that the investiga-
‘tion, if there is to be one, should
start’ in New York. Unquestinn-
'ably there are. cundltmna of pov-
erty -and suffering in New York
the equal .of those in Rentucky,
and the novelists are not obliged
‘to leave their metrnpmhtan homes:
to discover causes of injustice and,
hardﬁhlps. . Probably,.- however,
‘they seem more horrible in an-|
| other state than next door. = |
| That is often the case.  We may
' be aroused by ‘the depicted ter-
rors in far off China or Indig ahd,
not notice the grime and eviliin
the next street. In fact, we may
be more concerned in the conduct
of our neighbor than in' keeping
|our own doorstep clean. ‘ That is
' human nature. =

The Kentucky: situatmn is bad.
The actions of the New York au-|
‘thors have served do . turn the
spotlight upun it. Now that they.
‘have accomplished : this, thay
might devote their attentmn t?
the slums of their own town
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