1S fl;['!.‘

ary proif

COTpPOraie

1t can ;

4

incorporge
g prop

suech of
ese artl
s of the
state,

where t
ited. If

he artic{

state |

ranizati

ms nf i

the St

[ stock fd

stock shi -_ -

county

ready i@

o federat i

ranize |

: v
1S SeucClog

urns fr

ments ang

nanager

nake sh

manage i

; the clerf

efficientl k.

1 throug s

1agement

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE

Extension Division
THOMAS P. COOPER, Dean and Director

CIRCULAR NO. 105

THE CARE OF EGGS ON THE FARM
By
J. H. BARDSLEY

Sell the Roosters

Lexington, Ky., May, 1921

Published in connection with the agricultural extension work carried
on by cooperation of the College of Agriculture, Univetsity of Kentucky,
with the U. 8. Department of Agriculture and distributed in furtherance
of the work provided for in the Act of Congress of May 8, 1914,




CIRCULAR NO. 105

——

THE CARE OF EGGS ON THE FARM

By J. H. BARDSLEY

What causes losses of eggs?
I. Roosters in the flock.
(1) Cause fertile eggs.
II. Keeping eggs in warm places.
(1) Causes the embryo to develop in fertile eggs.
(2) Causes eggs to shrink.
III. Damp, dirty nests.
(1) Cause eggs to mold.
(2) Cause dirty, badly flavored eggs.
1V. Leaving eggs in the nest too long.
(1) Causes fertile eggs to incubate.
(2) Causes broken and dirty eggs.
V. Holding eggs at home too long.
(1) Allows fertile eggs to spoil.
(2) Causes eggs to be graded lower.

How to prevent these losses:
I. Kill, sell or confine the roosters.
II. Keep the eggs in a cool place.
III. Provide one good, clean nest for every five hens.
IV. Gather the eggs twice daily.
V. Market the eggs when they are fresh.

Every egg that becomes a ‘‘rot’’ or is graded below a first
represents an economic loss. It has been estimated that about
$1,500,000 were lost on eggs in the State of Kentucky last year;
about $950,000 of this loss was caused by roosters running in
the farm flocks,
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A fertile egg may become unfit for food in twenty-four
hours of warm weather. An egg does not need to be incubated
in order to spoil, because warm weather will cause developmen
of the germ. An infertile egg may be kept in an incubator at 10
degrees for seven days and still be good for cooking.

Experiments have shown that it does not pay to hatcl

chickens after the first of June. This being the case, there i

no reason for keeping roosters with the flock during warn
weather; the hens will lay just as well without them. The old
roosters should be sold or killed in May or early June and th
young roosters just as soon as they reach the frying size. An
cockerels kept over for breeders should be confined. This wil
also permit the cockerels to grow more rapidly and to a greater
size.

SUMMARY

Eggs should be cathered twice a day during the hot summer

months because this will tend to prevent broken, shrunken and

badly flavored eggs.

Eggs should be kept in a cool, well-ventilated room to pre

vent deterioration. If the eggs are kept in a cave, care should
be taken not to place them near onions or any other object:

that might cause the eggs to absorb odors. They should be pu

on a table or box to allow free circulation of air around them
Do not wait until you have a whole case of eggs before you

take them to town. Make it a point to take your eggs with you

every time you go, even tho you have only a dozen eggs.

Cooperate with your egg dealer, because what he receive

for your eggs governs what he pays you.
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