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One year after Flight 5191
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tims of last year’s Comair Flight 5191 crash.

Community unites to remember
the 49 lives lost in crash

By Ali Ccorchi

news@kykerel.com

Family and community sup-
porters shed tears and spoke of
hope for the future when they
gathered yesterday at Southland
Christian Church for a public
memorial service for victims of
Flight 5191

Well-wishers lined the en-
trance of the church with signs
demonstrating their love for the
families and their continued
thoughts and prayers for the 49
victims of the crash, which took
place a year ago today

Inside the church,
families of the victims
wore blue stickers
adorned with doves. A
banner that read “Re
member 5191”7 hung
over the stage, filled
with signatures and
messages written by
mourners who visited
the airport following
the crash.

Music

played
the memo-

“I don't think
anything can
really help,
but they have
great friends
and family.”
MOoRGAN WITT

alism sophomore

church, Jon We did much to
honor the families at the memorial
through his distinctive approach,
Witt said. Weece, who wore a
black T-shirt with “5191" across
the front, used handwritten poster
boards to accompany his remarks

Commanding attention with
each of the 100-plus poster boards,
Weece expressed his sorrow and
love for the families and friends of
the victims

Weece used the poster boards
to support his message that 5191 is
more than a number; it represents
the 49 individuals who died. His
final poster quoted 1
Corinthians 13:8 —
“Love never fails” —
which emphasized the
necessity of love with-
in the community

Leaders from the
city and the state, in-
cluding Mayor Jim
Newberry, Gov. Ernie
Fletcher and several re
ligious figures, ad
dressed the families
and visitors.

rial service, and the

audience was particularly emo-
tional during a performance of
“You Raise Me Up,” sung by
Katie Feola, Tom Jones and Jeff
Day of Southland Christian
Church.

Journalism sophomore Morgan
Witt attended the memorial and
said the victims® families needed
support from friends and the com-
munity.

“I don’t think an,\(mng can re-
ally help,” Witt said, “but they
have great friends and family.”

Witt said she is cularl

- Newberry, whose

office planned the ser-
vice, gave his condolences and
spoke of how he gradually became
attached to the victims as each of
their stories became known. He
spoke of how impressed he was by
the lives they led.

“In the days that followed (the
accident), we all came to know

ople who truly lived life fully,”
Newberry said.

A choked-up Wayne Turner,
the brother of Larry Tumer,
brought some in the audience to
tears while talking about the mr\h
first

miliar with the grief of her (rlcnd
Clay Turner, who lost his father,
Larry Turner, in the crash. Turner
was the associate dean of agricul-
tural extension at UK.

The senior minister at the
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Columnist reflects on community
remembering a tragedy one
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Wailing fiddles and banjos take over the
Fine Arts Library

as nothing more that
you could do,” Turner said, “and
yet you did something more: You
created an atmosphere of rever-
ence.”
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See more photos from yesterday's
Flight 5191 memorial service
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“Bobby" Meaux's mother, Barbara, center, mourns the death of her son yesterday afternoon after a citywide memorial service at Southland Christian Church for the vic
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‘Well never get over it

Pain lingers for families of victims with UK ties

By Katie Saltz

com

Clay Turner used to look into the
stands at his high school basketball
games and see his mother and father
cheering him on. But this past year,
when Clay returned to help coach his
old team, someone was missing.

“I would be coaching from the
bench, look up into the stands and see
my mom sitting by herself,” he said. “It
was a harsh reminder that my dad is
gone.”

Clay’s father, Larry Turner, was an

ciate dean of agricultural extension

and one of the 49 victims of
Comair Flight 5191, which crashed a
year ago today. The flight took off from
the wrong runway, the shorter of the
two at Blue Grass Airport in Lexington
The plane didn’t have enough room to
reach a proper takeoff speed and
crashed less than a mile from the air
port

After a year of grief, families are
still coping with the absence of their
loved ones.

Clay’s loss is one Adam Hooker
knows. His older brother, former UK

baseball player Jon Hooker, was also on

Flight 5191. When Adam looks at his
nephew, he sees a resemblance to his
brother.

Features, PAGE 8

“We see signs of Jon in him, and
we compare baby pictures,” Adam said
“But maybe we're just searching for
Jon in anything

Time has passed, but the Turner and
Hooker families are still learning to live
with the losses brought on by the crash.

Celebration becomes tragedy
That morning, the Hooker family
rested after a night of celebrating Jon's
marriage to Sca arlett Parsley. The fami
lies assumed the new bride and groom
were on a flight to their honeymoon in
California
Then the phones began to ring, and
the families heard Jon and Scarlett’s
plane had crashed near Blue Grass Air-
port
“We were hoping that they had
overslept at their hotel,” Adam said
“We were in a state of panic and worry
trying to figure it all out
Scarlett’s father went to the
Adam said, while the Hooker and the
Parsley families gathered at the cou-
ple’s condo in Lexington. They called
the phone number shown on the news
for family members of passengers, and
a representative from a care team came
to the condo

See Families on page 3

Sports, PAGE 4

New VP
revises

view on
top 20

By Jil Laster
laster@kykerel.com

UK’s new vice president for
research has changed his opinion
of the top-20 goal, saying now it
is attainable by its 2020 deadline.

“Absolutely, it’s achievable,
James Tracy said in a Friday in-
terview. “If 1 didn’t think it was
an achievable goal, I wouldn’t be
there.”

In an interview with the Ker-
nel in April, Tracy said although
the Top 20 Business Plan’s goals
aren’t out of reach, getting there
by 2020 might be “a steep climb.

‘I don’t know if you'll get
there,” Tracy said. “It might be
2020 or 2030.”

Tracy was selected for the po-
sition over the summer. He came
from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison where he was the associ-
ate dean of research for the veteri-
nary medicine school

When Tracy starts Oct. 1, he
will be UK’ top research official
below the provost and the presi-
dent, overseeing 18 centers, insti-
tutes and facilities run by the uni-
versity

The first thing Tracy will do at
UK, he said, is meet with depart-
ment heads and other officials to

et the lay of the land.”

“I have to m into the culture
of the campus,” Tracy said

Research is a major focus of
UK’s Top 20 Business Plan,
which calls for increasing the uni
versity’s annual research expendi-
tu to $768 million by 2020
UK's research budget in the 2006-
07 school year was $275.8 million

about 36 percent of t
amount

UK received $280 million in
research funding from external
awards, such as grants and fellow-
ships, for the 2007 fiscal
down $10 million from last ye:
Research awards from federal
contracts have stayed about the
same.

Provost Kumble Subbaswamy
said while UK will be affected h\
the federal research budget, other

See Research on page 3

Obama
rallies
student
support

By Blair Thomas
bthomas@kykernel.com

Hands shot up in the air, voices
sang along to Luther Allison’s
“Freedom,” and the crowd erupted
in applause yesterday evening as
Democratic presidential -hopeful
Barack Obama took the stage at a
campaign stop in Lexington
sold-out rally attracted
supporters of all ages, and much of
the event's energy came from col-
lege students

“I can't believe how many stu
dents are here,” said Student Gov-
emment Vice President Brittany
Langdon, who attended the rally. “T
feel like the event got hardly any
publicity on campus, but the num-
ber of students who showed up is
just overwhelming.”

Many students thought the
turnout at the rally at the Lexington
Center reflected a nationwide trend
of high youth support for Obama, a
USS. senator from Illinois.

“I'm not surprised at all at how
many students are here,” said Sh-
eryl Williams, an elementary edu-
cation senior. “Looking around the
room you can tell that this is a

See Obama on page 3

Unproven offensive line key to Cats’ hopes
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By Eric Andersson
US Weekly

While sons Sean and Jayden
were at her home sleeping (and
under the care of a new nanny)
on August 18, a dazed and sub-
dued Britney Spears strolled into
Hollywood hot spot Teddy’s with
a few male pals a little before
midnight. Nestled into a comer
booth near the DJ, she was clad
in dark sunglasses, knee-high tan
boots and a bandanna covering
her hair extensions. The pop star,
who recked of sweet, fruity per-
fume, Sucked down drinks and
fidgeted with the top of her silver
strapless dress, exposing her

| breast to throngs of patrons

“When I shook her hand, she
kind of molested it,” a clubgoer
who met Spears that night tells
Us.

Spears’ bizarre  behavior
capped off yet another stint of
clubbing, late nights and very
surprising sleepovers: three with
illusionist Criss Angel, whom she
only recently met. This, just as
ex-husband Kevin Federline, 29,
steps up his efforts to gain full
custody of their sons. In fact,
Federline subpoenaed an execu-
tive from Promises Treatment
Center to release information of
Spears' February stay at the rehab
facility on the day of her Teddy's
incident.

Wild Week
Spears’ carefree spree began
three days earlier on August 15
as soon as Federline’s body
picked up Sean, 23
and Jayden, 11 months

guard
months

your daily dose of entertainment, pop culture and fun kernel P@I

CRISS ANGEL
CASTS HIS SPELL
ON BRITNEY

What custody battle? Spears leaves
her kids home as she parties (and spends

from her Beverly Hills mansion
for a few days with Dad. First on
her agenda? A meeting at the
L.A. office of her divorce lawyer,
Laura Wasser. She emerged look-
ing sullen, which she quickly
treated with some retail therapy
at Versace in Beverly Hills with
ex-assistant Alli Sims. (Among
her many purchases, Spears, 25,
snatched up three white bags to-
taling nearly $11,000.)

But Spears’ real pick-me-up
arrived later that night while she
dined on lemon chicken at her
regular haunt, L.A. eatery Crav-
ings, in the form of Angel, the
Las Vegas magician known for
his A&E series, “Mindfreak™
(and whom Cameron Diaz dated
briefly in May; see box, page 59),
who approached her table with
his entourage. “Criss was sitting
outside, and Britney was sitting
inside,” Cravings owner Ibrahim
Oztok tells Us. “He went inside
to her table. He just introduced
himself.” After their 20-minute
chat (“They were friendly and
having a good time,” says Oz-
tok), the two left separately.

But their brief meeting was
all it took for Angel to mesmerize
Spears: Later that night, the pair
arrived at The Tower Beverly
Hills holding hands. “Criss is a
magician — he knows how to do
low-level hypnotism,” says an
Angel pal. “If he ran into Britney
Spears, I'm sure it was like
shooting fish in a barrel.”

Business or Pleasure?

el denied the hookup to
People, insisting they were col
laborating on her performance at

the night!) with the magician

the MTV Video Music Awards in
September. But he and Spears
were seen leaving the same room
the next morning. They also or-
dered turkey club sandwiches
from room service before they
left (and at one point, Spears
even locked herself out of the
suite). The duo were seen the
next night entering the W Los
Angeles-Westwood hotel at 3
am. and didn’t leave until later
that moming. (Angel’s rep had no
comment.)

Sources close to Angel insist
they're involved — at least for
now. “Criss is a total dog,” says

“He knows that

ment and is going for it. He’s to-
tally doing this to raise his pro
file.” The Angel pal says seduc-
ing Hollywood women is a prior-
ity for the magician. “He’s got a
different chick in his bed every
night, but he knows the power of
hooking up with famous, beauti-
ful girls like Cameron and Brit-
ney.” What's so charming about
the 39-year-old? Says an insider
close to , “Criss has a way,
an aura about him.” Agrees the
Angel pal: “He turns on that bad
boy rebel thing, and it’s game
over for whomever he has in his
sights.”

Is it love? Not likely. “He’ll
charm her for a couple weeks, get
bored and drop her, probably af-
ter the Vi says the Angel
pal. A source close to Angel adds
it’s all a routine for the illusionist
“All the girls fall for it. When the
game plan works, you stick o it.”
Counters a source close to Angel,

Criss didn’t get into this for the
attention. He's a good guy
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Continued from page 1

“That is when we knew,” Adam said

The realization of loss did not imme-
diately set in for the Hooker family be-
cause they were already expecting Jon to
be away for a while, Adam said.

“It still felt like they were just on
their honeymoon and they would re-
tumn,” he said.

Despite all the explanations for the
crash, Adam said he never put blame on
anyone.

“Deep down it didn’t matter. What-
ever was said couldn’t change that we
lost them,” he said. “We're still heart-
broken. We’ve healed to the point we
think we can, but we'll never get over
1.

A painful return home

Lois Turner woke up the moming of
the crash and was not surprised to see
her husband was not there.

Larry had gotten up early to make
the flight, and he did not wake me, as
was our normal routine,” she said. “The
last thing he always did was e-mail me
his itinerary with flight numbers and
things like that.”

Lois’s friend called with news about
the plane crash, but Lois said she was
not alarmed until she opened the e-mail
from her husband and saw that his flight
was Comair Flight 5191.

Lois and her two daughters turned on
the TV and waited for word on possible
survivors.

“A reporter said that there was a row
of ambulances lined up at the field and
that none of them had been called,” she
said. “That’s when I knew.”

Clay’s cell phone kept ringing while
he sat in a church service at his college
in Indiana. After ignoring several calls
from his mother and sisters, the then-18-
year-old decided to step out of the ser-
vice.

been a plane crash and that my dad was
on the plane.”

Clay returned to his dorm room
alone and waited, not knowing if his dad
had survived

“Finally 1 just called my mom and
said I needed to know,” he said. “She
told me my dad had passed away. It was
the lowest moment of my life.”

Life following the crash was full of
emotion, and living day to day was hard,
Lois said

Some comfort came from more than
1300 sympathy cards and letters the
Tumer family received and thousands of
visitors at Larry’s funeral services and at
Lois’ home the day of the crash.

“That physical outpouring of con-
cem was very comforting,” she said

Clay moved home to be close to his
family. He said he ignored news updates
about the crash

“The only fact that mattered to me
was that my dad was gone,” he said

Lois didn’t pay attention to new de
tails about the cause of the crash either,
she said.

“From the very day of the crash I
have tried to focus on being thankful for
the almost 30 years I had with Larry,
she said, “and not focus on what hap-
pened at the end of the runway last Au-
gust.”

Lois said her family is recovering
but slowly

Clay will return to Indiana to attend
Taylor University. He said he feels
enough time has passed, and he is ready
to leave home again

“My mom and sisters are doing bet-
ter, and I feel like that is where I'm sup-
posed to be,” he said. “But I still feel a
little lost sometimes without my dad.”

The one-year anniversary will be
hard, but Lois said if anything positive
can be drawn from her experience, it is
that she always feels remembered

positive of being part of a public
ly is that people still do remember
and people can reflect,” she said. “I'm

g
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Community responsible

for remembering

It’s quiet just before 6 a.m. near
the end of Runway 22 at Blue Grass
Airport — the runway Comair Flight

5191 was sup
posed 1o take off
from a year ago
today

Jet engines
throttled up yes-
terday with a

and lifted off in
darkness on a
muggy moming
typical to Lex
ington in Au
gust. It was a
morning similar
to the one crash
victims experienced as they boarded
Flight 5191 last year.

Much has happened since Aug
27,2006, and much has been discov-
ered about the circumstances sur-
rounding the crash, from the under
staffed air tower to the pilot esTor in
verifying the runway the flight was
on. A constant since that moming has
been the pain of the victim’s families

As time passes after any tragedy,
people tend to move on and forget
As a journalist and community mem-
ber not directly connected to the
crash, it’s often easy to see such an
accident only by the numbers — 49
people dead instead of a new hus-
band and wife, caring parents and
young individuals with plans for their
future

A memorial exhibit at the Avia-
tion Museum of Kentucky near the
airport tells the stories of broken
lives. Letters sit behind glass ad-

SEAN

Rose

Kernel
columnist

son.

A handmade card with a child’s
jerky writing in marker telling a
mother she is missed. A thank you to
guests of Jon and Scarlett Parsley
Hooker’s wedding, which was held
just the night before. One hand-writ-
ten letter several pages long from an
airport employee who checked in
Tim Snoddy, 51, a Lexington busi
nessman, and Marcie Thomason, 25,
a Lexington native who worked in
Washington, D.C., but was
home to plan her wedding
The employee wanted to
record interactions with the
victims, even if they were
small — how Snoddy was
friendly and how Thoma-
son was pretty

No one will understand
the pain like the families of
the victims. But it’s clear
the crash touched most
everyone in the community

Elizabeth Casey, 39, of
Versailles, visited the muse-
um yesterday with her fam-
ily. She didn’t come to
view the memorial exhibit
but took a minute to look over the
cards and letters.

“I think about it whenever I'm
getting on a plane myse Casey
said. “I didn’t know anybody on
board, but I still think about what a

agedy it was.”

Steve Collier knew several peo-
ple on board including Pat Smith, a
58-year-old Lexington man who
worked with Habitat for Humanity

Collier volunteers at the aviation
museum and also covered the crash

“I think
everything fades
with time if
you didn't have
any direct
connection.”

victims

lier said, and it wasn't until later in
the day he realized he'd met some of
the victims before

“I try not to think about it be-
cause it makes it easier, sometimes,
he said. “I just wonder what would
be going on (if they were alive).”

Besides the exhibit at the aviation
museum — which other volunteers
said receives a few visitors each
month there is no permanent
memorial for the crash victims or
their families. The re-
sponsibility of carrying
on their memory and
recognizing those de-
parted as unique indi-
viduals falls on each
person in the commu-
nity. And preserving
such memory is never
guaranteed in a world
that continuously looks
forward.

“I think everything
fades with time if you
didn’t have any kind of
direct connection,”
Casey said

still think people
think about it a lot,” she said.

Collier was closing down the mu-
seum yesterday after 5 p.m. and had
turned off the lights in the main
hanger. He switched on his flashlight
and looked over the messages to vic-
tims before leaving. He looked down
silent, in the dark, shining his light
over each one carefully

“It’s a day I won't forget for a
long time.” he said

Sean Rose is a journalism senior
who covered the Flight 5191 crash

ELIZABETH
Casey

allowed to talk about Larry and what he
meant to us.”

“I called my house and my mom was

= dressed to passengers, serving as a
crying,” he said. “She told me there had

goodbye that couldn’t be done in per

as a cameraman for NBC affiliate
WLEX-18. The day was a blur, Col

last year for the Kernel. E-mail

srose@kykernel .com

Local leaders evaluate
higher-education reform

By Ryan Lasley

news@kykernel.com

ducting the study not just to review educa-
tional success, but also to judge what the
business environment will look like over
the next 13 years.

Routine behavior is the primary reason
students are not prepared for the workplace,
said forum attendee and businessman Marty
Kish, and more education would be benefi-
cial to increasing profits

“It makes a big difference between the
four-year college student and high school
degree,” said Kish, who is vice president of
marketing and communications at the Ken
tucky Association of Manufacturers

UK is taking steps to achieve its plan to
become a top-20 public research university,
which aims to benefit the state economical-
ly by generating students who are more

ED MATTHEWS

Kentucky business leaders discyssed the STAFF

future of UK and other state colleges Friday
at the last of nine forums, sponsored by the
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, that have
taken place across the Bluegrass this month

“The purpose of the study is to follow
up on the '97 reforms and evaluate what
progress has been made and what still needs
to be done,” forum moderator Diana Taylor
said

Reevaluating the approach of the re-
forms is necessary if Kentucky is to keep
up with the rest of the country, said forum
leaders Aims McGuinness and Dennis
Jones from the National Center for Higher
Education Management Systems

ntial candi
“But when

e to talk about is-
with a candidate like Obama

likely stop for a pres
date,”

about ending this war, which is im
portant to so many youn
He

voices

people
who feel helpless
hope that

ves us

our will be

“There are many good initiatives, but
many do not have systemic af
McGuinness said. “There is a real miss be-
tween the goals and what actually occurs.”

The 1997 reforms found that low educa-
tion attainment was a factor in Kentucky’s
low per capita income, according to a pre
sentation by McGuinness and Jones.

The business leaders said they are con-

RESEARCH

Continued from page 1

factors are more important

“Our potential for growth in research
funding is more a function of being able to
hire outstanding faculty than growth in fed
eral research expenditure,” Subbaswamy
said in an e-mail to the Kernel

“In fact, our primary limitation at this
point will be capital investment: we are es
sentially out of research space, and need

likely to lead productive careers

You've got to find a reason to be here
(at UK),” said Student Government Presi-
dent Nick Phelps.

Phelps, who attended the forum, said he
is pleased that the business leaders are mak-
ing an effort to evaluate education reform
and are using feedback from the forums to
decide what needs to be done to continue
education reform.

more laboratory build
ings,” he said

Although it is too ear-
ly to say exactly what
will be changing in UK
research program, Tracy
said he doesn’t see any
major problems

“It’s not a question of
things being broken and
needing to be fixed,” Tra-
cy said. “I don’t see anything that is broken
at Kentucky.”

Tracy

younger group of supporters. He's
gotten such a great turnout at col
lege campuses around the country
I'm glad there’s so many students
here even though it’s not at UK

Students and other members of
the crowd of just over 1,800 con
tinued cheering on Obama as he
discussed national issues like liter
acy, bankruptcy, energy policy and
the war in Iraq

He called the nation’s health
care and educational systems “bro-
ken” and discussed local and state
issues as wel

It needs to come to the atten-
tion of the national government
that if there is someone in Ken
tucky who is poor, that impover
ishes all of us,” Oba

Cindy Alexber
freshman, said it is encoura

na said

a psycholog

have presidential candidates come
to Kentucky

“I'm from Pik
n't the h st tow

which is
or the

at a local level, it really gives us
encouragement that even the prob.
lems of Eastern Kentucky can be
solved

Obama said traveling
the country and talking to people
in every state is important because
everyone has “d

around

ferent issues they
want to see solved
Evidence of the number
of students backing Obama
seen on social-networkir
like Facebook.com, where he has
over 135,000 friends more
than 325,000 members in at least
500 groups for supporters. By con:
trast, fellow Democratic
candidate Sen. Hillary Clinton of
New York has 19,000 members in
her largest group on the Web site
He's here, and he’s talking
about issues that students care
Williams said. “He talks
ng this country’s edu
and as a future teacher

He talks

and

bout,

heard

Obama asked the crowd for its
continued energy and support for
change during his presidential
campaign

You didn’t come out here to-
day because you are against some-
thing gainst some-
thing; everyone has something to
be cynical about,” Obama said
“Just like citizens in other parts of
this nation, you are here because
you want to be for something.”

After the half-hour rally, stu-
dents and other supporters gath-
ered to discuss the issues they sup
port

“It’s not just about the educa-
tional system and my future as a
teacher,” Williams said. “As an
African-American about
something more that that. It's
about minority candidate for
president. It’s about changing his
tory. It's about the possibility of
making history

everyone is

it’s
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l’()ﬁl'l'l().\' l’Ri*l\'Ili\\': OFFENSIVE LINE
Experienced Williams anchors
offensive line in transition

By Kenny Colston

kcolston@kykerel.com

For the UK offensive line
the goal is simple put the
best five guys out there to pre-
vent sacks and open up running
lanes. But after three starters
from last year's team departed
due to graduation, deciding on
those five guys is becoming a
lot harder for UK

With Michael Aitcheson,
Trai Williams and Matt Mc-
Cutchan gone, a host of com-
petitors are vying for vacated
positions at center, right guard
and right tackle.

Senior Eric Scott played
himself into the center position
after the spring, but the battles
continue at right guard (between
senior Jason Leger and junior
Jess Beets) and at right tackle
(between junior Josh Winchell
and sophomore Justin Jeffries)

In addition to the three open
positions, there has also been a
shakeup at left guard. Both of-
fensive line coach Jimmy Heg-
gins and head coach Rich
Brooks have said that returning
starter Christian Johnson has to
work his way back up the depth
chart at left guard, where sopho-
more former tight end Zipp
Duncan is listed as the starter.

Even with all the upper
classmen battling for starting
positions, Heggins expects in
coming freshmen to raise the
bar even higher.

“I expect the freshmen to get
back into the hunt (as well as)
guys who are coming back from
injuries,” Heggins said. “We are
expecting some changes.”

One of the freshmen looking
to contend is Brad Durham,

whom Brooks thinks can make
right tackle a four-man race

Because of the inexperience
on the line, the pressure to per-
form lies with the most experi-
enced lineman remaining — ju
nior left tackle Garry Williams.
He will need to help form a co-
hesive line to ensure the fire-
works keep exploding over
Commonwealth Stadium

A lot of that pressure is

backs

homs and

BRAD LUTTRELL | STAFF
d offensive linemar

Coming up
Tomorrow: Linebackers
Wednesday: Defensive

“I'm expecting leadership,”
Heggins said. “He’s the
who's got to take the bull by the

t people going

coming straight from Heggins

getp
Williams embraced the pres.

sure.

“With the experience I have,
I know I can help these guys
and be a leader on this team,” he
sai

Williams can accomplish
everything expected of him,
Brooks said

“(Williams) matured a lot,”
Brooks said. “He’s matured off
the field as well as on it. He's
extremely athletic, stronger,
leaner. I expect him to have an
outstanding year.”

If the line hopes to improve
from last year when it gave up
39 sacks, including six against
Florida, Williams must have an
outstanding year at left tackle
keeping away defenders who
come for Andre Woodson's

“It feels good playing at left
tackle because it’s a challenge
playing on the blindside,”
Williams said.

Woodson expressed confi-
dence in Williams.

feel comfortable with
Garry,” Woodson said. “He lays
his life on the line each and
every game.”

Woodson doesn't believe in
experience is a problem on the
offensive line either.

“We truly believe those guys
will get themselves ready,”
Woodson said. “They are deep.
There is a lot of experience
there that goes unnoticed.”

Woodson's backfield mate,
running back Rafael Little, is
not concerned either.

“I expect a lot of improve
ment, but 1 know (the offensive
line) will be better this year,”
Little said. “We've got vets
teaching the young guys I don’t
think they’ll strug

one

O-line could give us something to talk about

You have to listen closely to hear people

talking about it
Rich Brooks talks
about it, but that’s be-

he’s the head
and he has to
know everything about
his football team

But, other than
Brooks, no one’s say
ing much about the of-
fensive line

Instead, and for
good

cause
coach

JONATHAN
SMITH
Kernel

columnist

reason,
are talking
schedule.  And the
streaks. And the bowl
possibilities (Shreve
port notwithstanding). And that Woodson
guy

Around the school, city and state, the
topics of preseason chatter among fans have
been almost unanimous

But not much is being said
That's a shame
quarterback, it's the position group the Cats
have to get the most out of in order to be
successful this season

people
about the

about the big

uglies Because outside of

People should be talking about the depth
of the offensive line, because if depth means
success, the Cats could have a big year

Back are Garry Williams and Christian
Johnson, both starters of 12 games a year
ago. Jason Leger and Eric Scott are penciled
in to start Saturday against Eastern Ken
tucky, and both contributed heavily last yeat
Brooks has also raved this fall about Justin
Jeffries and Zipp Duncan, the latter having
taken over Johnson’s starting spot

Beyond that, the Cats brought in two ju.
nior col ansfers in Jess liuh and Josh
Winchell and three of the state’s top high
school li

“Good competition means more depth,”
Williams said. “More guys are stepping up.”

As deep as the Cats may be, people
should still be talking about the loss of three
starters.

Michael Aitcheson started the final 22
games of his career. Matt McCutchan start-
ed in all but four games during his UK ca-
reer. Also gone is Trai Williams, who was a
stopgap at multiple spots last year

*It’s fair,” offensive line coach Jimmy
Heggins said about the question marks sur.
rounding his unit. “We lost three guys, and

emen

now we are trying to plug those holes.”

Those three will be missed, but people
should be talking about how the Cats can
still improve now that the departed have
moved on

As good as the offense was last year, it
could have had much better numbers if the
offensive line had reduced the sacks allowed
and widened the lanes for the running backs.
UK was last in the league in sacks allowed
and rushing offense

If the Cats want to beat the big boys this
year, they can’t afford to have Woodson get
ting knocked down as much, and they’ll
have to get more on the ground if they want
10 beat the big boys. If Woodson gefs hurt,
or if they can’t run the ball, they won’t win
the big games. That’s how important
the offensive line is

And just imagine how good the Cats
could be if they improve in those areas.

Then people would really be talking
about the offensive line.

Jonathan Smith is a journalism senior
His column will run on Mondays and
Wednesdays

E-mail jsmith@kykernel com

close

Skinner pleased with winning weekend

By Kenny Colston

keolston@kykernel.com

For head coach Craig Skin-
ner, it was an ideal plan start
the season on the road in a tour-
nament against an elite oppo
to immediately introduce the Ul
volleyball team to a hostile envi
ronment
After the Cats went 2-1 in the
University of Northern Towa In-
vitational, Skinner said he
thought his plan worked
“The environment (at UNI)
helps with pressure,” Skinner
said. “UNI is a national power. It’s the rea
son why we cam
The Cats started the tournament with a
game sweep of Wright State (30-18,
30-21) on Friday night. The win
improved UK’s overall record to 23-8 in
season openers and extended the current
streak to four without a loss. The win was
especially sweet for the Cats, who endured
a 17-hour trip to get to Cedar Falls, lowa,
when storms forced the team to take a bus
from Fort Wayne, Ind
But the Cats couldn’t celebrate for
long, receiving their first loss of the season
to Western Michigan in the opener of a
Saturday doubleheader. The Cats lost in
three games (30-27, 30-28, 30-26).
“We were very good at times,” Skinner
said. “But we also showed things we real-
' t

Skinner

ly need to work on.
sistency, long-term focusing and commu.
nication

It just comes
matches,” Skinner said

In Saturday’s second match
against host UNI, the Cats had to
fight their way through five

3-2 (26-30,

31, 15) to

leave the tournament with a win

ning record. For Skinner, the win

against UNI was the most impor
tant

“One of our goals this year is
to respond,” Skinner said. “With a loss to
Western Michigan, we came back and re
sponded well. I'm proud of the team for
battling "

Skinner was also pleased to see the
team dealing with close matches early in
the season

Senior middle blocker Nicole Briten-
riker was named to the All-Tournament
team. She provided two of UK's three
double-doubles during the tournament
against Wright State and UNI. Junior mid-
dle blocker Queen Nzenwa recorded a
double-double against UNI

The Cats will return to action on
Wednesday when they travel to Bowling
Green, Ky., to take on Western Kentucky
at 8 pm

with more

THOMAS SANDS | STAFF

Nicole Britenriker sends a ball over the net against
Ohio University in last season’s NCAA Tournament
Britenriker had two double-doubles this weekend

Looking for valuable work experience?

The Kentucky Kemel is hiring account executives o sell
advertisements and graphic designers to design ads for the paper
Build your resume 16 become part of the Kemel teamt

Rm. 026 Grehan Bldg.
859+257+2872

Look What’s On Tap
At

PAZZO’S
PIZZA SUCE
SPECIALS!
Mon.-Fri.
11am-3pm!

> Passo’s Puib
Over 'sgutzottled Beers!

Beers on Tap!
Mon.

Daily Pint Specials
Tues

Spaten & Franz $2.95 Pints
Wed.

Sierra Nevada $2.50 Pints
Kronenbourg 1664 Pitcher nght

Kona Longboard Lager $2.50 Pints

Dasso’s J"h Open at 5 pm Daily!

B5.5 ] 25 comer of south Lime & Eucid

ESSENTIAL ITE
ror SERIOUS

Biggest selection
in Kentucky!*

Used DVDs
under 10 bucks

COLLEGE

Tumntables, lava
lamps, t-shirts,
guitar strings, and
all

less but interest-
ing stuff.

WE ACCEPT THE
UK PLUS ACCOUNT. YEAH!

CD CENTRAL
377 South Limestone_233-DISC

www.cdcentralmusic.com

Think fast -
think FedEx.

FedEx® Ground. Thinking about some
fast cash and help with college? Join
the fast-paced FedEx Ground team as a
part-time Package Handler. You'll work
up a sweat. And in return, get a weekly
paycheck, tuition assistance and more.

P/T PACKAGE HANDLERS

Qualifications:
* 18 years or older
* Ability to load, unload, sort packages
* Part-time, Tues.-Sat. [3am-8am|]
» $9.50/r. to start, scheduled raises
Call 859-425-9943 to set up an appointment

To apply, visit us at fedex.com




Instructor Shane Bolling, far right, leads,
Nednesday, J

boarding class in Golden, C

Simor

uly 18, 2007

KEVIN KRECK | COLORADO SPRINGS GAZETTE

whitewate g a river

Riverboarders seek whitewater action

By Andrew Wineke
The Gazette

Running rapids in a big, rub-
ber raft ain’t so tough. A foot
and a half of rubber and air be.
tween you and those nasty rocks
and scary rapids does wonders
for your self-confidence

On the other hand, running
rapids on a glorified body board.
with all your precious bodily
parts from the waist down ex-
posed 1o rocks and rapids? Now
we're talking

Riverboarding has a long
way to go before it catches the
popularity of rafting or kayak
ing, but for getting up close and
personal with wk
can’t be beat

When it gets you into the

your

itewater, it

surf,
you're
you're r

first sensation is

in the wa
Log

» a riverboard

ing class recently on Clear

Creek in the Golden, Colo.
whitewater park

“It’s not like when you're
rafting on a river and you just
sort of hold on for dear life,” he
said

Shane Bolling is riverboard-
ing’s patron saint in Colorado.
He's the president, CEO and
chief instructor for RipBoard, 4
company he started in 1999 af-
ter trying out riverboarding in
New Zealand, where it's known
as sledging

‘What I like about them is
it's real simpl, olling said
“When you're kayaking, you
have to be able to roll over _it’s
lidn’t have
at. With
\p on the

a lot of learning. I
the attention span for
this, I could jus
river

RipBoard’s riverboards are
similar in some ways to kayaks
They're made out of the same
tough plastic, and the
come up around the boarder to

sides

offer some protection from in

pacts and additional flotation
(some riverboarders do use con
ventional foam body boards, or
a larger version intended for riv
er running)

Before sending them down
the river, Bolling puts his students
in sleeveless wet suits, life vests
and short swim fins. plus helmets
shin guards and knee pads

The body armor su
riverboarding will be
ride and it certa
the other hand
to get caught in holes (where a
rapid crashes back on itself and
sends paddlers through the spin
cycle) less often than ka

I think [ hit e
the river Roxanne Vidal
after completing her first run
through the Golden park

She survived the trip _ the
trick

a rou

very rock on

to use the board as a
shield and then spin 2
the rocks _ but her husband
Rick, took a knock on his knee
that left him limping

way from

Because boarders lie right
on the waterline, they can’t see
as far downstream as rafters and
kayakers, making planning
ahead and scouting rapids much
more important, Bolling said

Cicking with fins can be
more work than paddling, too. A
lot more

“You think you're fit and
this thing kicks your butt,” said
Rick Vidal

But the rewards make it
worth the effort. Boarders can
surf along waves in the river just
like boarders do in the
ocean

body

Except river waves never
end

Plus, when your head lies a
few inches above the water, run.
n en the tiniest riffle feels
like an adventure

This is awesome,” said

Priscilla Repton, who was tak
ing a class with her husband, Si-
I think I might just have
found a new thing

mon
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Scientist find something
to please wine-lovers

By Robert S. Boyd
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON Gene
scientists are getting around to
the good stuff, instead of
gloomy topics like the causes
of cancer, heart agacks and
AIDS. They've just discov-
ered the genes that give red
wine its satisfying flavor and
aroma _ and perhaps its sup-
posed health benefits.

Biologists in France (of
course) have deciphered the
DNA of a line of grapevines
derived from pinot noir, which
produce a red wine popular-
ized in the 2004 movie “Side-
ways.”

he DNA contains 30434
genes that carry the instruc-
tions to make the vine, whose
scientific  name is  Vitis
vinifera. Among the genes, the
researchers found 89 that are
responsible for producing the
fragrant resins and oils in red
grapes

Typical plants have only
half as many such genes as
these grapevines do, according
to Patrick Wincker, a plant ge-
neticist at the French-Italian
Public Consortium for
Grapevine Genome Character
ization in Evry, France
Wincker is the principal au-
thor of a paper published in
Sunday’s edition of the journal
Nature

The grapevine genes’ “rel-
ative abundance is directly
correlated with the aromatic
features of wines,” Wincker
wrote.

Similar genes are credited
with the distinctive scent of
peppermint plants, he report
ed

In addition, another 43
grapevine genes are involved
in the synthesis of resveratrol,
a substance found in the skin
of red grapes that gets taken

your. our‘ce\o
n
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Lexington’s # 1 Comic Store!

“New Comics
Every Wednesday*
Mon:noon- bpm
Tues Sat: 11- 238 pm
Sunday CLOSED
859.251.9257
3935 Waller Ave
Waller CenterPlaza
(less than | mile from campus)

CCG’s & Gaming Miniatures « Manga/fAnime

Best selection of ?amlng i

miniatures in Lexington.

HEROES REALM |

In-store gaming
Tuesday-Sunday
Ciosed Monday
Tues-Fri: 18-8pm
aturday: 18-8pm
sunday: noon- 6pm
859.268.0097
3132 Richmond Road
Locatedin the Laimart
Shopping Center

(next 10 Southern Rays tanning)

M300 by Samsung”*
Rated for SprintSpeed™

$29.99 two-year price, plus $29.99
mail-in rebate with new line activation
and two-year agreement.

Add unlimited texting to your
Sprint Power Pack Plan for
only $10 per month.

800-SPRINT-1 sprint.com

B [®) RadioShack

up in wine. Resveratrol acti-
vates a gene that has been
shown to slow down the aging
process in plant and animal
cells.

Resveratrol “has been as-
sociated with the health bene-
fits associated with moderate
consumption of red wine,”
Wincker wrote.

The new understanding of
grapevine genes may help ex-
plain the wide diversity of
wine flavors, he said

In March, for example,
Australian scientists reported
finding mutations in two red-
grape genes that produced a
white grapevine that was the
parent of most of the world’s
white-grape varieties.

“If only one gene had
been mutated, most grapes
would still be red and we
would not have the more
than 3,000 white grape culti-
vars available today,” plant
geneticist Amanda Walker re-
ported.

In his Nature papér,
Wincker said his French-Ital-
ian team chose to work on
grapevines, the first fruit plant
10 have its genome decoded,
“because of. its important
place in the cultural heritage
of humanity, beginning in the
Neolithic period.” The period
is also known as the New
Stone Age, dating from about
10,000 years ago.

Ancient writers affirm
wine’s historic place. Winck-
er noted that the Greek histo-
rian Thucydides (450-395
B.C.) wrote that he
Mediterranean people began
to emerge from ignorance
when they learnt to cultivate
olives and grapes.”

Traces of white wine were
found in the tomb of the
Egyptian king Tutankhamun,
who reigned from 1333 to
1324 BC

not taxes or government.required charges
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ush hard to get
students to use
new safety system

Most students at UK today rely on
two mediums for a great deal of their
communication — e-mail and cell
phones. So it only makes sense UK is
targeting both with a new system in-
tended to improve campus security

Whether the Wide Area Rapid No-
tification system UK recently pur-
chased actually succeeds, though, will
depend on how effective university of-
ficials are at convincing students to
sign up for the notices.

UK purchased the WARN system
after last year's Virginia Tech shoot-
ings so messages can be quickly spread
across campus in an emergency, the
Kemel reported last week. Messages
can be sent simultaneously through e-
mail, text messages, phone calls and
faxes.

But the system will start with an
essentially empty contact list, as stu-
dents, faculty and staff must sign up
for notifications. In an emergency
messages will only be sent to people
who have put their contact information
in the system.

The university should always be
mindful of student safety and constant-
ly examining potential issues, but ulti-
mately students must also take a role in
ensuring their own safety

When WARN is launched within
the next few weeks — administrators
are expected to send out a campus
wide e-mail once it’s ready — ever
student should take the time to sign up

ncy notifications.

At the same time, though, UK
should be mindful of the system’s pur-

and shouldn’t abuse it with non
s. If students feel

tices, they are likely to unsubscribe,

KERNEL EDITORIAL

which would undercut the system’s ¢
fectiveness.

And while sending mass messages
to cell phones has the potential to
reach a large number of students at
once, it could be difficult to communi-
cate with classrooms, where students
and professors are generally expected
to turn their cell phones off. In a situa-
tion like the one at Virginia Tech,
though, the classroom is exactly where
the notices are needed the most

A representative from the Universi-
ty of Florida — a school that has used
a system similar to WARN for three
years — pointed out to the Kernel that
only one student in a class has to re-
ceive the notification for the system to
be effective

This is certainly true; in a class
with several hundred students, it’s like-
ly that one or two people will see the
message immediately. But in a small
seminar class with only 15 students,
the chances are greatly diminished, and
the safety of the class is effectively left
to luc

A university-wide policy should ac-
company the WARN system, to ensure
there is no delay between when a mes-

is sent and when it is read in
every classroom on campus. Perhaps
each instructor should be required to
cither leave his or her cell phone on
brate during the class or designate a
student in the class to do the same

UK'’s purchase of the WARN sys-
tem is an important step in ensuring
safety during an emergency, but it will
not be effective without widespread
participation among students, faculty
and staff

Economy, road safety
would benefit from
Sunday alcohol sales

The Lexington city council’s first
approval in removing Sunday alcohol
restrictions is a refreshing step forward
for not only UK students but also the
city as a who

The Lexington-Fayette Urban
County Council passed an initial ordi-

21 that, if approved in a

businesses with a liquor license to sell
alcohol on Sundays, including package
sales, distilled spirits and liquor-by-the-
drink, the Kemel reported Aug. 23

Although some people feel this
added availability would cause an in
crease in alcohol consumption, we think
the amount of zlcohol people drink will
not significantly change. If people plan
to drink on Sundays, restrictions make
them more likely to purchase extra
liquor on Saturday — not to decide to
change their plans.

If anything, this ordinance will al
low the current Sunday alcohol con
sumers to drink from the safety of their
own homes instead of traveling out on
the town and endangering themselves
and those around them by driving home
after consuming alcohol

Subﬁsrlvoﬁ;

KERNEL EDITORIAL

Not only could this ordinance make
the Sunday night roads safer, but it will
also help local businesses

The alleviation of the Sunday alco
hol ban would give Lexington one of
the same tourism advanta
and Northern Kentucky already have,
said council member David Stevens in
the Kemel article

Passing the ordinance would also be
good for smaller restaurants and bars
Under the current rules, few establish:
ments can serve alcohol on Sundays in
Lexington, and these are mainly restau
rants that can seat over 100 people and
generate 50 percent or more of their in-
come from food. Some hotels and race-
tracks can also serve liquor

Opening up Sunday alcohol sales to
all kinds of establishments would be
good for both the local economy and
small business owners.

» the city council to re
approve this ordinance, so Lexington
can see financial and safety improve
ments as soon as possible

Send a guest column or letter to the editor to Opinions Editor
Chad Reese. Please limit letters to 350 words or fewer. Be sure
to include your full name, class and major with all submissions.

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com
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Cartoonists Needed

The Kernel is looking for a cartoonist to draw pieces for the Opinions page on
a regular basis. Those who have an interest in campus and local issues will be
given special attention, although cartoonists of all interests will be considered.

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com

Weekly Poll Question

Do you expect new Student Government President Nick Phelps to do a better
or worse job than last year's president, Jonah Brown?

Vote online at www.kykemel.com  *

CHRISTO SMITH, Kernel cartoonist

Credit-card freebies aren’t
worth the hidden costs

As most students are aware,
there is more to traveling through
campus than just walking from class

to class. All
along the way lie
various distrac-
tions in the form
of postings on
bulletin boards,
street preachers
condemning us
to hell, and even
the wonderful
CHAD hot-dog stand
REESE outside of White
Opinions Hall
editor While many
of these distrac-
tions are helpful,
or at worst merely annoying, it is
important that new students realize
the potential for some of them to be
genuinely harmful

Take, for instance, the frequent
presence of tiny coupons and other
“freebie” offers informing students
that all manner of items, from pizzas
to T-shirts, can be theirs at no cost
Unfortunately, some of these offers
require some “participation” on the
part of anyone wishing to take ad-
vantage of said rewards. Specifical-
ly, students must often sign up for a
credit card to “participate.”

The problem? Many new stu-
dents have never been forced to pro-
vide for their own fiscal well-being
before entering college and have no
idea what kind of long-term damage
they could do to their credit rating
through irresponsible credit card
use

The companies providing these
cards seem to have no moral qualms
about fooling naive students into ap-
plying for credit cards that often
carry excessive interest rates and an-
nual fees, meaning that even a fairly

responsible student could end up
owing the credit card company hefty
financial charges. Very few students
would be capable of remaining in
school with the debt they could
quickly accumulate

I'm not, to be fair, laying all of
the blame on credit card companies
After all, the student signing up for
a credit card still makes the decision
in the end. These companies, how-
ever, still show a wanton disregard
for the well-being of students in
search of higher profits, and that is
unacceptable

Since UK has done little to noth-
ing to prevent this particular type of
solicitation or to educate students on
the importance of fiscal responsibili-
ty (except the occasional mention of
it as a concept in orientation speech-
es by the administration), it is up to
individual students to educate them-
selves and to exercise restraint when
dealing with financial decisions.

In general, avoiding a credit card
in college is a good plan. It’s true
that using a credit card with a small
monthly limit for strictly food or gas
can help a student build a good
credit history from a young age, but
the temptation of a card can often
prove too much for those of us in
college

Furthermore, there are a variety
of ways for college students to save
money without sacrificing their
quality of life. When leaving cam-
pus to go to a party or restaurant, al-
ways carpool. You'll be amazed at
how much gas you can save if you
and your roommate trade off driving
duties.

Secondly, realize that, although
stylish, brand new polo shirts are
not a weekly necessity. It's shocking
how much some students spend on
clothing that they don’t need every

month, and then proceed to com-
plain about the high price of books
and tuition

While we’re on the subject of
books, veteran students will tell you
that purchasing your books directly
from other students or online can
cut the cost of books by as much as
half every semester. True, buying
from the University Bookstore or
Kennedy Bookstore allows you to
see and buy the book at the same
time, but as long as you're careful
and pay attention, shopping online
can dramatically reduce your text-
book cost

All these minor, yet useful, tips
aside, the main necessities in surviv-
ing the fiscal demands of college are
personal restraint and responsibility
Always read contracts (whether they
come from a credit card company or
your cell phone service provider)
fully and make sure you understand
them before signing. Realize that
decisions you make now could af-
fect your ability to buy a house in
10 years or prevent you from getting
a car loan

We are, for better or worse,
adults — in a very real sense
once we step foot on a college cam-
pus. We are held responsible for our
own well-being, and it is either our
will to improve our lives or our in-
ability to curb our own desires that
will determine whether or not we
are financially prepared for life after
college

In a nutshell, think before you
act, save before you spend, and
spring for one of those five dollar
“hot and ready” pizzas instead of
paying thousands of dollars in credit
card debt for a “free” pizza.

Chad Reese is a philosophy and
potiticat science junior. E-mail
opinions@kykernel com.

Celebrities deserve punishment
for their crimes, like everybody else

In an age when celebrities seem to
be exempt from the true extent of the
law, it's refreshing that someone as
cruel as Michael
Vick is going to
be punished for
committing a
crime

Lindsay Lo-
han served one
day in jail for
drunk driving
and drug
charges. Nicole
Richie received a
four-day sen-
tence for driving
under the influ-
ence. And who could forget Paris
Hilton and her measly three weeks in
jail for driving on her suspended li-
cense, which was taken away for
drunken, reckless driving?

Each of those celebrity cases
makes me cringe because in the real
world, the world where people don’t
spend thousands of dollars on a purse
or import water from the Holy Land,
breaking the law is serious business

I can almost guarantee that if |
were to decide to drive drunk and
were pulled over, I would spend far
more time in jail than these celebrities
did, especially if I had cocaine on me.

columnist

1 would also have to admit that I had
been charged with a crime and been to

that apparently hasn’t deterred the ca-
reers of the aforementioned actresses.
But Atlanta Flacons quarterback
Michael Vick is the exception to the
celebrity rule. After Vick announced
Friday he would plead guilty to dog-
fighting charges, the National Football
League suspended him without pay,
which means his livelihood has been
taken away. Now we can only hope
that he spends real time behind bars
Vick admits in his plea agreement
that he helped fund the fighting and
“helped kill some dogs not worthy of
ceording to the Associated

The man admits to killing dogs. I
don’t care if it was part of a so-called
“collective effort” — killing dogs by
strangling them and drowning them,
for any reason, is appalling.

1 don’t admit to knowing all the
facts surrounding this case. I don’t
care what the exact terminology of
Vick's crime is at this point — I just
know that he should be punished se-
verely

This country would not function
without the established law. Law and
courts keep this country stable and its
citizens civilized. There have been too

many instances of late where the
country ignores criminal behaviors
The US. government doesn’t seem to

knowledge that illegal immigrants
are in fact illegal. Hollywood doesn’t
seem 1o care if drunk driving is ille-
gal

But, finally, there are those willing
to step up and say what Vick did was
wrong. Honestly, I think it would be
hard for anyone to say killing dogs is-
n't wrong and shouldn’t be punished
severely.

Criminals need to be punished. I
don’t pay taxes to support the court
system so that people only get repri-
manded for serious crimes; I pay taxes
1o ensure people who commit atroci-
ties are punished for what they did
Vick is an example of how the judicial
system should work

He has admitted to breaking the
law, and he will be punished not only
by the NFL but probably also by the
govemnment. No one is above the law,
and no one should ever be elevated to
that status. It doesn’t matter how
much money or recognition you have;
there is no reason that you should
break the law and think you shouldn’t
be disciplined accordingly.

Megan Vazmina is a political sci
ence senior. E-mail opinions@
kykernel com
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Teen girls fight fi

By Melissa Santos
McClatchy Newspapers

TACOMA, Wash An
old Mercury Grand Marquis
lies mangled on the grounds of
the Tacoma Fire Department
Training Center, its roof shorn
away and its windshield folded
over like a piece of crinkled
cellophane

The perpetrators: a group of

The wreckage was collater
al damage from a vehicle extri-
cation exercise at Camp Blaze
a firefighti amp for 16- to
19-year-old girls being held this
week at fire training centers in
Tacoma and North Bend, Wash
The young women hacked into
the car with pairs of oversized
scissors and then pried it open
as they simulated removing a
person from a burning vehicle

The camp is run by female
professional firefighters with
the goal of helping young
women enter similar careers.

The camp teaches girls spe-
cific firefighting skills, such as
how to lower oneself from up
per-story windows using
rope, how to handle a hose and

how to climb an aerial ladder
on a fire engine

The girls practice
search and rescue skills with a
dummy, use chainsaws to cut
through and learn to
work while wearing up to 100
pounds of gear. One day during
the camp, the group will be
fighting a live fire.

About 50 female firefight
ers from around the nation are
volunteering at the camp this
week as counselors and admin.
istrative helpers.

They're there to help show
the girls that firefighting is a vi
able career option for women
said Karen Kerr, a San F
co firefighter who helpe
the camp in 2001

“It’s really inspiring being
around people that aren’t big
muscle guys, but have the same
limitations  as

also

wood

you.” said
camper Kayela Cant, 16, of
Weiser, Idaho. “They under-
stand that when you're dirty
you want to take a shower.”
Though the first female ca
reer firefighters were hired ir
1973, only about 2 percent of
the 300,000 firefighters in the
United States and Canada today

res, stoke the one inside

are women

“There aren’t always peo
ple encouraging young women
to go into it,” Kerr said. “It’s a
physically demanding job, and
it’s still predominantly men
We want to create opportunities
in the fire service tecause we
know there were pioneering
women who did that for us.”

ved al

0 applicants this year
cepted 24

One, 19-year-old Martina
Jelvinger, flew in from her
home city of Stockholm, Swe
den tend

Jelvinger, who wants to
work as an engineer to make
fire-resistant
said about the
camp on the Internet and decid
ed to apply

Camp directors look for
girls with leadership skills and
try to choose ones with differ
ent levels of firefighting experi
ence, Kerr said

“It’s not like playing bas.
ketball and just running out
there,” camper Ariassa Wilson

16, said. “Your life is at stake

buildings more

she found out

You're not playir

really eye-opening

> around. It’s

pnberr1@uky.e
80545

VIETNAM! Don'’t miss this opportunity to
study abroad for the Winter 2007 term
with Prof. Peter Berres on Monday, 8-27-07 or
Tuesday 9-4-07 at 7:00pm in CB201, Whitehall
Classroom Building, to discuss the details
Prof. Berres can be reached at

iu or 323-1100. ext
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Don’t run for the hill
hear bluegrass on campus

By Kristin Sherrard
features@kykernel.com

UK is gettin’ back to its
roots today at the Fine Arts Li
brary

Local bluegrass acts will be
sharing their talents with UK
students at a free concert at the
John Jacobs Niles Center for
American Music from 11 am
to2pm

The event is a preview of
the 2007 J.D. Crowe Bluegrass
Music Festival that will take
place Aug. 30 to Sept. 1 at
Ichthus Farm in Wilmore, Ky

Today's concert will be “a
good lunchtime break to listen
to some Appalachian
sound,” said Kara Benge, orga
nizer and host of the preview
event

Bluegrass music is crucial to
this state and to the lives of col-
lege students, said UK musicol-
ogy professor Ron Pen, who is
the director of the Niles Center.

“(Bluegrass music is) an
honest and direct expression that
reveals the soul of the people
who live in this beautiful and in-
teresting region,” Pen said.
This style has real ties to who
we are, and it's always just fun

good

“(Bluegrass music is) an
honest and direct
expression that reveals
the soul of the people
who live in this beautiful
and interesting region.”

Ron Pen

to hang out with friends, sip a
cool beverage and hear musi-
cians go at it.”

WRFL radio hosts Bob Gre-
gory and Dave Kiser use their
radio shows to promote blue-
grass music. They are in a band,
Uncle Dave, that will be per-
forming today

Gregory, who has worked in
the Center for Manufacturing at
UK since 1998, has a passion
for bluegrass music and thinks it
deserves wider appreciation

“It’s probably something
you won’t know anything about
if you didn’t grow up around it,”
Gregory said. “It’s got a passion
about it that I think is really
great. It welcomes you, but it

doesn’t pound you and market
you, so maybe it’s a little more
old-fashioned in that way.”

The event will also feature
other bluegrass musicians, free
ticket giveaways for the J.D
Crowe festival and discounted
$10 day passes for students

The festival's namesake,
Grammy winner J.D. Crowe, is
an influential figure in the world
of bluegrass music Pen said

“When you name a festival
after someone, especially some-
one who is alive, it is a monu-
ment to a legendary kind of fig-
ure,” Pen said

This year’s festival includes
performances by Crowe, Bobby
Osborne, the Lonesome River
Band, Mountain Heart, Eddie
Pennington, the Dean Osborne
Band, the Moron Brothers and
Tim Lake

“I never got to see these per-
formers in their heyday, so it's
really a thrill to see them before
they go,” Gregory said. “They
play just as good today as they
used to0.”

For more information on the
festival, call 858-3001 or visit
its: Web site (www.jdcrowe
festival.com)

Students can vie to be next top comic

Emily Coovert
ecoovert@kykemel.com

get Tyra Banks and
‘America’s Next Top Model™
UK is hosting its own twist

s less about beauty and

> about laughter

UK’s Next Top Comic will
be held tonight at 8 at the Center
Theater in the Student Center
This contest will give students a
chance to get up and show their
peers just how funny they can
be

“It’s an amateur stand-up se-
said integrated strategic

communications and marketing
senior Lauren Baxter, director of
pop culture for Student Activi-
ties Board, which is sponsoring
the series. “Students have five
minutes to give us their best.”

Baxter said any UK student
can show up to perform or sign
up in advance on the SAB Web
site (www.uksab.org).

“There really isn't a venue
like this amateur contest,” Bax-
ter said. “We can bring artists to
UK anytime, but this is a chance
to see your friends perform.”

The winner of tonight's
competition will receive a new

iPod shuffle, Baxter said.

The UK’s Next Top Comic
competition occurs on the fourth
Monday of every month
throughout the school year and
is followed by Laughs on the
Lawn — professional comics
performing at the Memorial Hall
amphitheater on the fourth
Thursday of each warmer
month.

SAB hopes at least five to
10 people show up to perform.

“Comedy is always some-
thing people have in common,”
Baxter said. “It’s going to be a
really good time.
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