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gon (which we oan only hope to do by antagonizming er stepping upon the prohibition

bunion, which elaims se mugh that voters will not accept its leadership in anything),

we mean to have & great Pacifiec Coast Jubiles, when honors to our beloved Eastern co-

workers will be in order, and we will rejoice to have them with us.
Lovingly and eordially yours for libersy,

(815WED) ABTGAIL SCOTT DUNIWAY.




234 Clay 8t., Portland, Oregon.
May 5th, 1598,
My dear prs. Avery:
As I fear I omitted stating the reasons why organization for the States, as
reeommended by the offiesrs of the NAW.5.2., only bring us defoat, I will now give

some of them for your earnest eonsideration.

lat. Bvery such organization begomes at A tax upon the community,

not only for loeal and state support, but 2s an aid to the National Headquarters.
The W.C.7.U., with all its boastings of "good" which it elaims ¢ accorplish threugh
organization of this sharacter, has only succedded in slienating voters from the sufe
frage ranks, largely through ite gonstant demands for money. ¢ ourss, I speak of
he Pacifiec Coast, end testify only to that which I know.

énd. Minute local organizations speedily degenerate into eligques. The
more influential women are mot usually their leaders, but women who act as wasps to §
stir up hestility toward our work among the votera are always on heand, 1t is not
Jeb generally known in the Bast, but it is a faet that the women of Idahe geined
their sause by obsorving this truth and kaaping wasps compsratively quiet. Bes for
the insistenee of Eastern women, thers would have bhaen no general attempt at organie
sation after the submission of the amendment ; and I know that if any such attempt hali
been made beforshand the amendment would not have been submiited at all! I am now
quite out of sopies of the campaign doocument that did the work in Tdasho among the
veters, bui I shall have a new edition soom, and will send you one. History will
noi place thet viectory to the credit of the Rastern claimants. I am planning for
the same sort of a campaign in Washington to rastore the work that was defeated by
the W.C.T.U, organization, which is now, heppily, se neerly moribund that it has
little influence to arcuse counter organizatiun. It is trying to claim our dear

Aunt Susan now, and the "Whiskies®,"Antis®" and Prohibs® have heen shouting lustily
? ’ L




that the "prohibs" have eaught her! But she has gome to the rescue -- bless her
heart! and they cannot us® her honorable name agsin in such a boast without my bring-
ing documents to defend her common sense, hacked by her denial over her own signa-
ture. You sse the "whiskies” bvasted that she had gone over to ths prohibs bseause
they saw in that deeclaration a big opporiunity to rally the voters against us. The

"antis® used it as a two-edged sword to cut sgainst us both ways; end the "prohiba®

who can only see 28 & mole sses, have been proclaiming it everywhere aa a great

moTy

achievement of the W.C.T.U. 8o we have been in a triangular fight lately with three

opposing forces.

3rd. Organisation exposes our betteries to the smbushed enemy snd enables

in
him to defeat us the Legislature with money and votes, both ¢f which we must work
¥

without, We have found that by educating publie sentiment until ozn amendment cem
paign is upoy us, we have no ossified element calling itself an organization, to keep
8ll the rest of the people on the outside, 83 the W.C.T.U. is slways doing. Our
iden of a Mational ergunization is that it is @ representative body, composed of
officers and delegates to mest mnnually =t Washington, $o compare methods, invite co-
operation, ete., ate. Our State organizations are made uyp of members from the difé
ferent counties who are ghosen by our trai 8 direct reference (o thair
socisl, intellectual and moral stending in the communities in which they operats.
They hoid themselves in readiness to gather into an setive, brief, decisive campazign,
shortly preceding an smendment elsetion, all the people from every othey organization
that the community supperts, thus making our work embrses all clasges of popular
philanturopy, art, seience, philogephy, emmsement, musie, education, ete., ete.
This is why we hold eongresses, and this tco is why so many of us work in elubs. It
is the only way to counteract the ossifyving processes of the ¥.C.T.U. which I am
sOorry to e the M. AV.%. A, is continually trving to imitate.

1f our Hestern friends still bslisve that their way (or thst of
U.) to be right, they have ample room tv keep it up in States where they have heen

trying te all along without success. Just ms soon as we win in Washington end Ore=-




119 M. 19th St., Philadelphia.

June 8, 1898.
Dear Member of Business Cormmittee:

COVER OF MINUTES. You will perhaps remember a vote taken in the Business
Cormittee instrueting me to have the report of the Convention bound in green, that
being a color whiqh had not lately been used for the gover of the National Minutes.
It was impossible to get a pretty green, exespt by a speeial order which would have

involved some extra cost, and, thersfore, I have, without soneulting you as it
seemed a matter of small moment, taken the responsibility of deciding and have used

gray .

S8TATE AMENDMENT CAMPAIGNS. In reply to my letter to State Presidents,
sent out in accordance with the instructions of the Business Committee, in regard to
the preoipitation of 8tate Amendment Campaigns without previcus sufficient organiza-

- y

tion in the States, I have received only one answer, and that cormes to me from Wrs.
Abipail Secott Duniway, the President of the Oregon Equal Suffrage Association.
think it wise that the Business Committee should see

acknowledging it, have told Mrs. Duniway that I thoup

ought to be presented to the Business Committee,

Cordially yours,

(//2/(1/ (//\// Z / 7 f/ﬁ//
/J’

" w o

Cor. Sec. N.A.W.S5.A,

Dictated.




W.M.BECKNER.
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
OFFICES. MAIN STREET.

DICTATED BY DBe WincHeEsTER, K. June 13th, 1898.
Miss Laura Clay,
Lexington, Ky.
Miss Laura:
Last fall the Court of Appeals in deciding a case

arising under the Married Woman's Proverty Rights Act, passed

s 0y s 6- > el
in 1894, referred to it as the Welsinger Bill, and in another

opinion rendered by i1t recently has done the same thing. In
a nmumber of instances the newspapers have used the same term
to designate the law. Of course I would have no objeetion
to giving my friend, Hon. Rozellg We g\Ager, credit for any
good tnlng that he may have done, but do not care to be de-
e A e Corep fe Cerpiiene Pepl /zanzéwy»f b Citoe fhoeo Pes
prived of the hono;kof having reformed the common law rules
affecting the rights of married women in this state that were
8o long a disgrace to our Commonwealth, and had in great de-
gree become a part of our Statutes. Mz, Weiginger neither
offered nor suggested, nor did he pass the new Married Woman?'s
Property Rights Law as it exists in Kentueky. He had noth-
ing to do with it save to vote for it and to make two or
three speeches in its favor, after an interest had been ere-
ated in it by myself and others. In fact he had a bill of
his own which merely tinkered with the law as it was, making

a few not very important amendments, and was not inelined at

first to support my bill. One of the chief reasons I had

for going to the Legislature was to remedy the laws with ref-




BECKNER & JOUETT,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
OFFICES: MAIN STREET.

WINCHESTER, Kv.

erence to married women's property rights, and you will find
on referring to the House Journal of 1894, page 62, that on
the first Bill Day I introduced a bill provifiing a proceeding
for relieving married women of the disabilities of coverture,

being known as House Bill 20 of that session; and on the same

day introduced a bill to define the interest of a husband in

the estate of hils deceased wife, being known as House Bill
22 of that session.

Oon the 16 day of Jamuary H. B. 20 and H. B. 232 were Tre-
ported adversely by the committee. I made a fight for them
before the House and secured the reading of said bills the
second time, the opinion of the committee to the contrary
notwithstanding, which kept them alive and put them in posi-
tion to be printed and voted on by the House.

On Jamuary 22, I moved to take both said bills from the
Orders of the Day, where they might have slumbered throughout
the session and never been reached, and hael them made special
orders for Jamuary 30, 1894, at 11 o'clock A, M.-(See page
179 House Jornal.) Before that day arrived Judge Vance of
Henderson, who took an interest in the question, and I had
a conference, at which we came to the conclusion that a gen-
eral pill reforming the law as to married women's property
rights could be passed, from the termper manifested by the

House from the fight that I had made to secure the second
reading of the aforesaid bills.
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We agreed on a substitute, which he undertook to offer when
the House took up for consideration House Bill 20. This
was done on January 30, and the substitute will be found on
page 280 of the House Journal. I offered several amendments
to perfect the substitute, which will be found on aage 284.
The Orders of the Day were postponed and the bill as amended
by the substitute was considered and passed by almost a unan-
imous vote, receiving 76 votes, and only 14 voting against
3t . vou will find the bill on page 286 as passed by the
House. I moved to reconsider, and then to lay that motion
on the table, which é%% a motion always allowed the leader of
the fight for thé measure that has been passed. This motion
was adopted, which closed the fight in the House until the
Senate had acted. The bill then went to the Senate where
it was reported January 31, and taken up for consideration on
Tebruary 3, when it had its second reading and was referred
to the Gomnitiee on General Statutes.-(See page 371 Senate
Journal. )

On February 9, Mr. Weisinger from the committee reported
the bill with an amendment. It was made a special order for
Wednesday, February 14, at 3 o'clock P. M., at which time on
motion of lir, Wei%@nger it was postponed until the next day

at 11 otclock A. M., when it was taken up and amendments of=-

3
fered by liessrs. Goodloe, Weig;nger, Salyer and Landes. It
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4 7 [Z;‘A_/
went over until February 16; amendments wergkpffered and the

bill diseussed, and the bill went over until the next day
when it was passed by 21 to 10.

Hon, W. W. Stevengon of lMercer, who was the real leader
of the fight in the Senate moved to reconsider the vote by
which the Senate had passed the pill and to lay said motion
on the table, which was done. The bill then came back to
the House for action on the amendments. On February 21 the
House refused to concur in the Senate amendments.-(See page
681, House Journal.) The Senate refused to recede, which

; : 2 : . 13
necessitated a Committee of Conference. Messrs. Weisinger,

A
Tyler and Salyer were appointed this committee in the Senate,
and Vance, Dickson and Gocke in the House. I was not on
this committee, because our court was in session and I was
compelled to be at home for a few days engaged in the trial
of a cause of importance in which I was direetly interested.
On February 26, the report of the Conference Committee was
made to the House, and adopted by a vote of 60 to 19, and the
bill passed ag amended. This action of the House was re-
ported to the Senate on Fehruary 26, but it became apparent
to me that the bill as amended could not be passed again in
the Senate, where fierce and vpitter oppeosition to it had

arisen. I regretted very much that the House had not con-

curred in the Senate amendments promptly, as none of them se-
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riously affected the bill: several of them were very good
really improved it. A refusal to concur had produced a
tangle. The House in having adopted the report of the gommit-—
ao chaged by e CorAerciiee Crrvzvcthin
tee of Conference had lost all control over the measure, and
after consultation it was agreed between its most ardent
friends that the Senate should be asked to allow the pill to
be withdrawn so that the House might have power to control
future action with reference to it. Judge Vance quietly
made the motion to appoint a committee to go to the Senate
and ask a withdrawal of the bill. You will finda this on
page 82 of the House Journal. The motion was made March 6.
Mr. Stevengon on the same day moved +® the Senate for per-
mission to withdraw the bill as requested by the House, but
Mr. Miller moved to lay his motion on the table, which was
done. On Marech 7, the Senate took up for consideration the
question of adopting the report of the Committee of Confer-
ence, and on March 8, voted against the adoption of said re-

port by 15 to 19, which seemed to be so decisive a majority

as to end any hope of paésing the bill. Had some one é?’the

senate then moved to reject the bill as reported from the
House., or to take up a consideration of the pill as reported,

and to have a vote on it, an adverse vote would have finally

killea it. There was but one other hope for the PikL, NP

stevenson, who is an éxcellent parliamentarian, and who was
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its ardent friend, and myself had a consultation, at which we
decided that the only way to secure its passage then was for
the House to vote to coneur in the Senate amendments and pass
the bill as amended in the Senate.

A Ffiprce opposition had also sprung up in the House in
the meantime, and the Senators apposed to the bill had done
a great deal of active work in prejudicing the minds of mem-
bers of the House against the bill. The trouble about

voting to concur was, that the House had already voted to con-—

concur, and under the general rule prevalent in parliamentary
bodies, another vote, could not be had without a reconsidera-

tion of the former action of the House. The time had gone
by for this under the rule. X had it in my mind that
there had been a decision to the effect that the proceedings
when there was a disagreement between the two branches of the
legislative body, are different from the proceedings in oth-
er cases, and that the paramount objeet of all such proceed-
ings was to bring the itwo branches to an agreement; that
whilst the House might refuse to concur in an amendment, I
odoie. e il ..‘%a,(,l& . 5 af;@oym.wj
might afterwards insistﬁp@eazé%s with the amendment, yet it
might ultimately without reconsidering any of these votes
recede from its diaagreement and coneur in the action of the
other House. Mr. Stevenson agreed to look mp this matter,

Shorit cflirrirerss : :
andﬂyeported that he had found g decision by Speaker Carlisle
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in the 49th Congress, on page 7826 of Volume 1 of the record,
which was on all fours with what we wanted. He brought me a
copy of the manual of the United States House of Representa-
tives in which this ruling had been printed.

On March 10, the Senate amendments were consurred in, and
then the question came on the passage by the House of the
pill as amended in the Senate. The opponents of the bill
in eaucus had decided to break a quorum and thus defeat the
passage of the bill, there being only two days more of the
legislative session.

The members of that House will remember who it was
that led the fight and managed the pill through all the par-
liamentary maneuvering and guicksands of llarch 10, until
finally 50 votes were had for the bill and 2 against it, mak-
ing the quorum required by the Constitution and giving a ma-
jority of 48 for the bill. The motion to reconsider was
made and laid on the table, which ended the fight for the

passage of the bill. 1t had then to be enrolled and ex-
amined in the two Houses, which under the Constitution re-
quired a quorum to be present. A conspiracy was formed by
its opponents to prevent its being read by breaking the quo-

TUm. I looked after the enrollment carefully and got it

ready for the committee by Monday morning, The Committee on

Enrollment being hostile to the bill did not give it consid-
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eration that day, and in the afternoon I moved that the House

adjourn until half past 7 o'clock for the purpose of having

this bill reported by said committe My motion carried,

but the Speaker being away, and the Speaker pro tem being

hostile to the bill, adjourned the House before the bill was
reported by the Committee on Enrollmen

The history of the fight that night to secure a report
of this bill by said committee would be interesting, but is
too lengthy to be detailed here. On Tuesday morning I got
a report of thi% bill, which was finally read in the House
and sent to the Senate to be there read and examined in open
Senate, when one of the mosg migque and remarkable perform—
ances ever witnessed in that Honorable body took place. The
same tacties to prevent the reading of the bill by breaking a
quorum were resobkted to. By dint of persuasion and various
and sundry arguments known to those who have been active in
parliamentary bodies, an examination of the bill was finally
secured by the Senate, but not until it had been whispered
that the Governor would veto it. The Legislature adjourned
Tuesday night. I stayed in Frankfort until Friday mornin 1,
taking occasion to vigit e Governor's office every day and
discuss with him the provigions of the bill. Governor

Brown gave 1t careful consideration, and although admitting

that he was not mueh inclined to make such radical changesin
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G ommon 1a@Q vet w nlightened and just enough to see
bill would right many wrongs in this Commonwealth
a vast improvement at the law had been with ref-
the property rights of married women. He signed
with two pens furnished by myself, one of which I
sent to Judge Vance in re tion of his services, and the
other I keep myself as nemento of so important a change in
our laws.
what I ask of you is take some steps to vin-

whatever cr

was not so much

either Judge Vanc 1 3t nson, whose hearts no less
than his were enlisted in its passage, and who were more ac-
tive and efficient periods when it was at its isis Mr.
Welqgrger introduced a bill concerning the property of marri-
ed women : (See page 28, Senate Journal), and on
January 12, i1 sed . 0111 to amend certain seetions

of the Statutes to nusband and wife,-( See page 105,

I persua

after several interviews, to support my pill, which he dia

loyally and faithi The active members of the House
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and men like ay and

labored for the

its

to the credit
one

. " A +a 41 ~r +1 .
yourself, and hen fou were there during

the struggle yourself, and v Ist not ainted perhaps with

knew my position. A short state-

he Courier-Journal might be suf-

sincerely,

)/km%(, Vorss s
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égékﬁ/%%écﬁéé. November 15, 1898,

we have hothing to do with
making the law, our province being simply to construe it as we find it.
On the question of what is termed distriet taxation, as provided for
in chapter 1X, - school law, or specifically as found in section 94 of that
volume, certain classes of women arc designated as voiers; while such
100 which provides
;he method of re-submitting this
two years limits those who
are defined 45
with me in this conclusion,
that effect before form No.
that volume.
rgonally, I should be pleased to see women given a
proposition, as I feel 't the school interests of their

A

would be equally as safe in their hands as in those
Q aun_
hey exercige this privilege under our constitution and
7AX

efore 1

given to them in specifie terms by the Legislature, as is
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WM., K. BELLIS, SECRETARY.
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