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Richmond, Xy.
' " Sept.22nd, I907.
Desr Mr.Blackwell,
This morning I received a card from Miss Jean Gor-

£
4

don saying that Miss Kate is suffering so much from a severe spell of
tonsilitis that she will not for some time be able to give attention to
your letter about Miss Kearney's proposition. I resalize from Miss

4+

Kearney's letters, which I have received from you in two enclosures,

that her obligations to the Nebraska parties will not permit of long
delay in hearing your answer. ince Miss Gordon cannpt act immediately,
that it is in order for me 3 ress my own opinion more fully

« 4
LD Ve

think, then, that. $I000 is very high for three months' work; and
hat Miss XKearney's presence in Fackson is not necessary.
during the legislative season. I have had a good deal of legisiative work
and while it is desirable to have some one at the capital all the time,
some of the very best tdgikdative work of the Xy.E.R.A. has been done
with only an occasional visit te the capital. What I would value ex-~
ceedingly would be NMigs Kearney's visiting the legisletors before their

going to Jackson. If she found a sufficient number favorable to the meas-

‘ure, then perhaps some one else could go. to do what is necessary who
¢ uld do so without the pecuniary sacrifieces which Miss Kearney would
have to meke. It would be still more desirable if she could find among

the legislators one who would heartily espouse the measure &as his own.

Then we could leave ‘it entirely to his care. Now I know that any measure

considered ebtirely on its ethical merits could not be left thus safely.
But since my visits to Oregon and especially to Oklahoma, I have had it
strongly borne in upon my conviction that after all this question of wo-

man suffrage is going to be settled by politicians largely upon party

grounds of party expediency. If either party can see its gain in grant-




that legislBtures wiil respond without oprosition to
o i & L

)
V]

ing dAt.. T feel sure
party whip and give it in spite of what some o0f them now choose to call
their strong convictions against it. it.is to my mind

desirable that w suffragists should be able to offer the politiciens

I

some political advantage for their aid. In the South, any thing which

would give the white voters a preponderance.in numbers would be the very
most desirab aid which could be offered. Your ad
e influence; especi-
I ra e the o g e )
uthern confer-

ence at Memphis hminted. However, that is not so good to the southern mind

T

as an extension to whites alone. Now ther &8 been so much manipula-

ting of the suffrage for the

P
. {

purpose disfranchising the black man

that it is a great discourafement to any effort to enfranchise black

women, when we know the inevitable sequence would be the same determined

3

nulli

v the grant. What d

o
o g

think of an effort to ask for
presidential suffrage for white women alone? I know that hitherto I have
supposed thaf the I5th Amendment forbade any discrimination in terms which
could not be evaded. But recent manipulations of the suffrage mskes it

L7,

Lo~
Irom vuae

seem possiblethat a distinction can be made.'I quote a passage
Outlook, of Sept.I4th, in the article on the Sfifrage in Geargia, by
A.J.McKelway, page 64. "It is contended... that the illiterate white
men is & better citizen than the illitérate negro, and that,with respect

to the Fifteenth Amendment, whatever may have been the intentions of the
b} 5 o 5 :
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for I believe the Southern states are go to rest awhile on their oars,
eontent with disfranchising the negro men,as they have done; and that they

will not be peasily roused from theii apathy unless they see a chance of
5 { s

adding to the number of white voters, without sny commensuraie addition
to that of the black ones.
I re-enclose Miss Xesrney's lsttess, thanking you for having let me

see them. If you see her, pleese give her @y kindest regard I learned

by

to value her very much from what I saw of her at

and awiting your sengwer with

singerely yours,
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Library of Southern Literature,

CHARLES W. KENT,
LITERARY EDITOR,

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA,

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA.







Richmond, Xy.
0et.7th
[rs.Roebuck,
acknowle 1 the receipt of the min-
which came on tim and which I think lokk <fine. I have noticed
gslight omission, that of tr 16 of our Member of the

Ex.Committee. Jut I supp we all remember that

L | chmon
Ba G RLISOP §1

810

P - &Y \
r'S.oilepar

Rec.Sec., as
replace you.
who would he likely to be our field sec-
possible for you to help by taking
that place. You would ¢ ‘inely Erﬁ.Roark thinks we will have to
offer more salary; and I supp We COT do so6 for a short time, But
she has not met with a candidate, either. So v « 4 sea how
to proceed, but I am ummoved in the opinion that it is what we ought
to do.
As soon as I hear from the Ex.Committee I will write out ‘1etﬁcrs
sent to the locgls, I do hope we havé not fallen off an membership.
If I see my way clear I will go to Louisville to try to have them re-
presented at the Convention. You need have no fears that you will ask

me to do anything for the H.R.A. which I shall not be willing to do;

but this year my business has demanded a good deal of my time, because

I had left my farm work for so long, as my house-building kept me in
Lexington 8ll last summer. But as that is now off my hands, I hope to

catch up some. Let me hear soon. Cordially yours,
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as there is no one with whom I

to time''unburden her heart"
- 4 o S

argument more, even where we 40 not agree.'
Please remember me to her, and Believe me

Very cordially yours,
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