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Miss Laura Clay is the tnifd‘daughtcr of Cassius Marcellus Clay and

Mary Jane (Warfield) Clay. 3She was born at Whitehall, the family home in

Medison County, Kentucky, built by her grandfather, Gen. Gregn Clay, who was
one of thé early immigrants from Virginia, in the days when Kentucky was

still a part of that state. She was dducated in the schools of the county

.

and afterwards at Lexington, where shé was graduated from Sayre Institute.
ohe then spent a year at a finishing school in New York City, and somé years
later studied for & time at Michigan University and st the State College
in Lexington.

liiss Clay 1is a practical farmer, managing about 275 acres of the land
which belonged to her grandfather, Gen. Clay, a part of the o0ld homestead
which has come to her by inheritance.

Miss Clay helped in 1888 to organize the Kentucky Equal Rights Associ-
ation. She was chosen its first president and was continously re-elected
until 1912, when at her desire its constitution was amended to require a
rotation of officers. With woman suffrage as its ultimate object the
Assoclation, under iiiss Clay's leadership devoted most of its time and
effort to securing improved laws for women and children, in which it has
been eminently successful. The legal position of Kentucky women, at the
time when the Association began its work, is well described by Mrs. Lida
Calvert Obenchain in the preface to the new edition of "Sally Ann's Exper-
ience", which retains perennial popularity, 12000 copies being sold in the
thirteenth year after itz was first published. It may be szid in passing
Mrs. Obenchain sent iiss Clay a beautiful autograph copy of this famous
story, with a letter saying: "But for my work in the Kentucky Equal Rights
Associlation Sally Ann's Experience would never have been written: if Sally
Ann's Lxperience had never been written, I would mever have been the
author of Aunt Jane of Kentucky; so my share of literary fame and fortune

rests upon my belief in woman suffrage.” In the preface of the book

Mrs. Ooenchain says : "In Kentucky, under this pld
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