STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

The body of representative womem from the different States
of the South, who convened in this city on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, declared their object very definitely.

They said:

We, the members of the Conference of Southern Women Suf-
fragists, in session at Memphis, Tenn., December 19-20, state
our purpose. Declaring our adherence to the principles of
political liberty, guaranteed to the American people by the
fundamental principles of our government, we affirm that they
should not be limited by sex.

Believing that public affairs should be guided by the intel-
ligent, we declare for suffrage with an edueational qualifiea-
tion, and urge the enfranchisement of all women who can read
and write.

We ask for the ballot as a solution of the race problem.
There are over six hundred thousand more white women in the
Southern States  than all the negro men and women combined. If
the women of the South were enfranchised, it would insure a
permanent and enormous preponderance of the white race in
politics, and would preclude the necessity for any doubtful
expedients to minimize the negro vote.

We ask for the ballot because students of industrial condi-
tions affirm that the lack of direct political power is a facter
in the comparatively low wages of the six million wage-earning
women in our country.

We ask for the ballot as the strongest insurance against
child-labor under conditions destructive to the best development
of the men and women of the future.

We recommend that women petition the legislatures to grant
them Presidential Suffrage, since the United States constitutien
empowers each State to appoint presidential electors in such

manner as the legislature thereof may direct.

We recommend, further, that legislatures be petitioned to

submit to the electors constitutional amendments granting full

suffrage to wemen.




WHEREAS: The most imporitant opportumity offered to Congress is the,

opportunity to do justice to ome half the people of the Umited
States;and

WHEREAS: This opportunity has taken shape in House Joint Resolution
86 {now before the Commitiee om the Judiciary ) which provides for
submitting to the legislatures an amendment tc the Constitution

of the United States allowing women toc vote;therefore

RESO LVED: That the Ohio Woman Suffrage Association at its 2lst
annual convention st Toleds Ohic om October 5th 1906 urges upon

the members of the Judiciary Committee of the House the duty of
making a favorable report upon Joint Resolutiom 86 and

RESOLVED: That we urge upon all members of Congress and Semators
the duty of adopting Joimt Rezclution 86 and

RESOLVED: That the secretary is hereby imstructed to forward to
President Roosevelt and to Speaker Cannon copies of these resclu-
tions,as well as toc John J. Jemkins chairman of the Commiittee on
the Judiciary in the House of Representatives and tc the Ohio
member (Robert M. Nevin) of said Committee and

RESOLVED: That this comwvention reguest every delegate tc use every
opportunity during the coming short session of Congress to induce
other appropriate organizstions to send to the President,the
Speaker of the House of Representatives,the Chairman of the
Judiciary Committee znd the Ohic member of that Committee,and to all
the members of the Ohio delegztion in Congress resclutions and
personal letters urging the passage of Joint Resoclution 86 and
RESOLVED: That this Comvention asks that during the present month
before the coming election the local associations bold meetings

and adopt resclutions of emnguiry sddressed to all the candidates
for election to Comgress,asking them how they will vote,if elected,

upon the proposal to submit to the legislatures an amendément
allowing women to vote.










November, 1914. NEW SOUTH

CONSTITUTION OF THE SOUTHERN
STATES WOMAN SUFFRAGE
CONFERENCE.

ARTICLE 1.

The name of this organization shall be
“The Southern States Woman Suffrage Con-
ference.”

ARTICLE II.

The object of this conference shall be to
obtain the enfranchisement of the women of
Southern States, primarily through the me-
dium of State Legislature, and to promote the

cause of woman’s suffrage tkroughout the
United States.

ARTICLE III.

The officers of this organization shall be:
President, Vice-President at Large and one
Vice-President from each State, Correspond-
ing Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treas-
urer and two Auditors. Their duties shall be
such as ordinarily pertain to their various of-
fices. These officers shall constitute an ex-
ecutive committee.

ARTICLE IV.

Officers shall be elected at the annual con-
ference. Nomination and election by ballot.

ARTICLE V.

We recommend three classes of members—
State, Local and Individual.

ARTICLE VI

A State organization may become a mem-
ber upon payment of $5 annually. A local or-
ganization may become a member by the pay-
ment of $2 annually. Any individual may be-
come a member by the payment of $1 annu-
ally.

: ARTICLE VII.

Representation of a State organization
equals five delegates; local, one delegate; in-
dividual members shall be entitled to full
privileges.
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SOUTHERN STATES WOMAN SUFFRAGE COUFERENCE.
PRESS BULLETIN,
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The Peace Flag,

History repeats itself in sometimes .identical localities and
in strangely co-incident forms. In Independence Hall, 139 years
ago, the thirteen colonies formed a new republic under a new flag.
This flag which symbolized the hope of the colonies was made by 2
woman, Betsey Ross., Her clever brain suggested its symmetry and
her busy needle affixed its resplendent stars, which for all the
succeeding years have shone with undimmed lustre among thé nations
of earth.

This month a new coalition was born in the identical chamber
of Independence Hall, when delegates from thirteen Central and
South American republics united in a new declaration of Pan-American
Federation, The flag which expresses thelr union and peaceful
purpose is also associated with a woman,~~~Miss Sarah Wilson, the gre:
grand-daughter of Mistress Ross. The Inter~Nation flag is a white
field containing one large blue star of five poimnts. It will be
remembered that in consulting with Betsey Ross about the Independence
flag, George Washington suggested a star of six points, wheraupon
Mistress Ross with a c¢lip of her shining scissors cut a five~pointed
star which she explained was far more symetrical and which the
General promptly adopteds,
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The Ladies of the Macabees numbering 187,000 members have
endorsed woman suffrage. They have a capital of over nine millions
of dollars which is wholly controlled and administered by them.

When organizations consisting of women of responsibility and eims
such as the Macabees, recognize the value of the ballot for women

it is high time to accord dignified consideration to their views,

and any man who assays to dispute the right and propriety of such
women expressing their opinions in the government they help to
maintain, is eifher an egregious egoist or a presumptious igngramous.

B b E o i S LT R (o R T b A KR R S

The graves of pianeer suffragists were decorated on Memorial
Day in Philadelphia, Automobiles adorned with yellow banners
drove to the cemetertss containing the tombs of these "pioneer
woman soldiers™, Appropriate addresses were delivered, ivy planted
to keap the memory evdr green and flowers profusely strewn in
swees remembrance of she women who devoted thelir lives to the welfare
of womankind.

I L P e R R e e o 7 e e S

Instructiion in ¢ity and country schools concerning the rights
and privileges of wopén under the law, is being recommended by
the Payette Gounty Equal Rights Association of Kentucky. This is
a very pertinent recommendation and mighi well be included in the
curpiculum of the schpols of every state, It would bs of practical
information to studenis of both sexes, :
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For a splendid spirit of luftiﬁﬂ few can surpass the Pecord of
Mr. A.G,Pente 51 a prominen \wﬁl oss man of Pittsburg, Penn’s.
In an open let mf b0 Rev. Edward B. Travers. rector of Trinity
Episcopal C Mr. Pentecost withuraws from membership in that
church and 1ﬂc1aros his intention of staying out unti

- given equal rights with men in the diocesan council.

‘Allow me to say that if women are not fit to vote
they are not fit to attend church. I hereby cancel my i :
take effect at once, and please remove my name from the rollu,
never will enter an Episcopal Church until such time as the
Lpiscopal Convention thinks women capable of Voting'.

Mr. Pentecost'!s step was prompted by action of diocesan convens
tion which denied women the right to vote. Mr. Pentecost is a true
exponent of the gospel of humanity which holds all souls equally res=
ponsible, for their is 'neither bond nor free,-~-~male nor female' :
for we are all CWNE , and to bind the female and free the male is a
growth of man-made creed and arrogance in direct defiance with the
Oneness of soul~developement, soul~accountability and soul-power,

Be not unequally yoked is a command that applies just as effectively
in national and in sectarian as in domestic welfare, May churches
of all creeds be purged of the ﬁbur’“?*um of masculinity,~=~the
"holier than thou" attitude toward women members, and join in a

ship that equally includes the "sons and daughters that shall

for the betterment of the human family,

1

Tennegsee is to have a Constitutional Convention, and the leading
women of the State are determined that the new Constitution shall be
in accord with the spirit of modern progress This means the ballot
”or T~‘“TSCJG women as an essential. Uho mbﬁte will have a B

ﬁach District and County and some of the ablest
ac uTVLlJ engage 1in the work of votes for
fforts! Some State must lead the
ee's opportunity to step to the front,

-

Jaok:onville, Pl

Bie 1 a new eharter, and it
that woman suffrage embodied in a section. As

sections are to be votec parately it would S@QW
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I'ne women are f g away for cuffrage, and

rather than hurt ir cause. The politicians
cquainted with the facu that ~bliid£e 1

guicing their shifting courses with one eye

other to their constituencies. For it is

the politician is about as forward, ahd no

constituency. He does not St by

./ﬁ ‘\ﬁ/\(*

follows. { PERASON

The legislature and the Governor of California ha
concurrent resolution certifying that "'the expe )
state amply justifies the adoption of woman suff
successful has been the operation and e :
rights to women, that were the question
would be re~indorsed by an overwhelming majo

law makers say bthat woman suffrage s been
factors uontributinp to the marked political,
advancement made in recent years',

0of Technol
Graduates of the Massachusetts Institute, sang
"Just One Girl" for among the members of the largest clas:
history of the "Tech' was Miss Mary E. Plummer, who F’e"'117°
in the departments of chemistry, sanitation and analysis of :
and foods. On being interviewad about her experience as the
girl among 350 students Miss Flummer admitted frankly
thoroughly enjoyed
"#hat I like about this ;;cfm,uf.l; szid she,
ireat the girls, so far 2as our work 1s concerned, e:
do the boys. We are exprected tu do manu=al uo“l when
and last year, lMiss Riee, who qualifiecd as an engine
electric chemistry department, went out to tqtn her
: LHctln“ a2 boiler plant.. She is the only
who ever undertook precisely this kind of
;)x.,ﬁition with the General _ﬂ_f‘CL)"_L(‘ {_;Q,"ﬁg’}ﬂjl_‘r‘f
y training should open to me opportunities
in some factory, or I might :bp useful in

health work"

1
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Two Southern States are in active campaigns for the ballot
or womsn. Both these States,~~-Louisiana and Tennesses have
mstitutienal Conventions pending, and in framing a modern
democratic charter of liberty, ne State can logically exclude women
from citizenship. As tax-payérs, women contribute to the support
of the government; as workerg they are important economic factors;
as home-~builders they pre~eminently make for the stability of the
nation; as educators they mold the intellect and character of
humanity; as a moral force they are the standard bearers. By whal
reasening process can they be denied the vote, which is the symbol
of ecitizenship and by what specious argument should the gogarnment
be deprived of their invaluable cpinions?

Louisiana and Tennessee men -hwould do well to think seriously

oI the unenviable position and company in which disfranchised
women are placed.

o

.
L
)l
v

Which State?

A Southern woman has been elscted to serve on the city eceunca.l
of Los Angeles, Cal, She is Mrs. Lindsay and is a native of
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. What a difference geographical position
mak=2g! 1In California, Mrs. Lindsay is an honored member of the
city gzovernment, and the competent possessor of the vote en elec~
tion day.-~~In Arkansas she 1s rated with criminals, idiots, inaane

and other disfranchised undesirables! Which State affords the
better proteetion to women?

'ha Lexington Herald states that a committee of the Kentucky

44 LN w2

Pedoration of Women's Clubs will appear before the Republican

State Convention to urge the submission of a woman suffrage plani
to the voters of the State, ;

Phi%adslphia women have raised $50,000 for the campaign in
that city, to secure the ballot for women. Other citiles in the
5tat2 of Pennsylvania are also active in pushing the campaicn,

2
ias Louilsa Lee Schuyler. 5She is the first woman to receive
desreaas from Columbia University.

Columbia University conferred the degree of Doctor of Laws
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States Rights and Woman Suffrage.

ﬁn address by Miss Kate il. Gordon of New Orleans, delivered
gt the Southern States Woman Suffrage conference in Chattanooga,
November 10th, 1914. :

"It is exactly one year today that there agsembled in New
Orleans a body of women, in. response to an invitation extended to
the southern Governors by women from all the Southern states, and
which invitation asked of these representatives of the people to
meet them and adopt a uniform plan of action for the adoption of
woman suffrage in the South.

The invitation was unequivocal as to the belief of these
women that Suffrage was a State right and that the power to define
its restrictions should remain the exclusive right of the State.
But equally - unequivocal was their position that woman suffrage was
no longer a theory to be debated, but a condition to be met, and
that the women of the South believing in suffrage (and the great
majorlpy of them do believe) were determined to secure as of para-
mgupt importance the ballot, their birthright of citizenship, even
if in so doing they were obliged to seek their right through the
aid of a national amendment. '

: None of the Governors availed himself of the invitation, but
a large number of ‘the Southern States were represented, and the

Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference, in convention assembled
here today for the first time, is the result.

The ‘Southern States Woman suffrage Conference has for its
immediate ©bject: O make the Democratic Party declare itself in
favor of M'Votes for Women" in its next National platform. This, we
Southern suffragists believe, is the first step 1t what will prove
a veritable suffrage landslide in the South within the =t five or

ix years, ' Since taking this position last year, we have witnessed
he Democratic Caucus in Congress go out of its way to defeat the
establishment of a woman suffrage comnmittee in the House of Repre-
sentatives, by declaring the Party's belief in suffrage as a State
and not a Federal right, thus disposing of their responsibility on
a question which has assumed the proportions of a world movement «
During the same interim, the President of the United States has
likewise expressed an opinion which disposed of his responsibility
in refusing to recommend the establishment of such a committe& in
the House., Said the President, when urged to recommend this woman
suffrage commitee: "1 am helpless toO adh,; for ny interpretation of
representation in 5overm:ent is dependent upon an expression from
the.torganic body". The"organic body" referred to speaks through
the Party's National Platform,

Let us briefly analyse the position of the S.8.W.5.C.,
which I define as a strategic one. Our suffrage friends of the op~
position (and I use the, term ifpiends” in the truest sense),are
bending every energy to secure the submission and adoption of an
amendment "forbidding disfranchisemoent on acoount of sex". We of
the South know the expedients that have been adopted to offset the
amendments that gave a national control on a right that the Demo-
cratic Caucus has 8O recentiy declared a State right., We of the
South know that our ability to employ these axpedients- is not
through the virtue of their constitutionality, put by virtue of




, that public opinion has recognized the injustice and
om of a policy of national interierence in local self-
government. Hence, the large chorus of Amens, without latitu-
dinal, longitudinal or political restrictions, which assents to
suffrage

the Democratic Congressional Caucus' pronouncement that
is a State and not a Federal right.

Shifting the scene from Congress to the States, let us no
longer discuss the issue from the point of viéew of a party caucus,
but consider it from the standpoint of the women of the fifteen
Southern States, who are heartily in accord with the dictum of th
caucus, but ask that the truth Dbe applied at home. We ask of t
Democratic Party, a States' rights party in a one-party territory
to 1live up to the Party's traditions, to tell us why this truth
is not applied at home and only proclaimed in the Halls of Con-

gress.
As the President, the most distinguished exponent of the
Party, has interpreted as an assential, that the "organic body
speak, does it not become the duty of every Southern nan and
party declaration of

'O

to leave no stone unturned to secure a lre i
in "Votes for Women", Failing to do this, where does the Party
itself 2 Leaving no alternative, it must assume the res-

ponsibility for Southern women being forced to appeal lor their
enfranchisement to those States whose leniency toward the Southern
constitution has made the ignoring of the Fourteenth and Fifteentl
Amendment s/ #AdAgALE by Southern men possible. It will place the
Papty in an unenviable position of using a party shibboleth of
states' rights as a cloak to defeat the extension of human liberty
to the women of their own race and fireside, as charged in the
issue, that the perpetuation of human

slavery. put, friends, with the Democratic Party,
lished institution in all the States where women vobe;
attitude seems wellnigh incredible, even viewing it from the
prosaic standpoint, that of practical politicses
Leaving the field of practical politics, there is
influence which will make it practically impossible for
to longer ignore the adoption of woman suffrage 1in
state constitutions. The south is actively bidding for
tion, preferably American emigrants from Northern and Vies
States, - In the wonderful agricultural, manufacturing ana C
raising possibilities of the South, the thrift and intellig
this class of emigrants 1s an enviable asset for which to ¢
but in this compatition, the women are to be reckoned with,
reasonable to suppose that an intelligent moth rhood, from ot
vhere women enjoy the privilege of eitizenship and can coptrlbutn
the environment of their children, will voluntarily emigrate 10
where disfranchisement will be their portion and where
will be rated with the useless and baneful classes
citizens ? I take it that no further elaboration of this

oint of view is necessary.
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