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417 Camp Street,
January 25, 1917,

Mrs., Carrie Chapman Catt,
National American Woman Suffrage Association.
New York City,.

My dear Mrs. Catt:-

In my little visit with you while in New York City,
I spoke to you about Oklahoma and my intense interest in the polit-
jcsl situation there, While I presume you are in very close touch
with local conditions there through the suffragists as well as
the influential politicians of the state, I am going to pass along
to you some of the information which I receive and if it a repeti=-
tion of what you already know it may serve as emphasise §

The present suffrage organization of Uklahoma City,
which is the one that will have to bear the brunt of any proposed
work, is composed of about sixty members, who, with the exception
of probably a half dozen, are entirely new t0 any kind of suffrage
work, They are federated Club women and that amount of training
will be an asset.

The Congressional Union, under Miss Calderhead,
established headquarters in the Skirvin Hotel, This is a tactical
mi stake in my judgment. The Lee-Huckins Hotel is the rendezvous
of the democratic politicians and workers of the entire state,

I 4o not know to what extent the National means to help Oklahoma in
this fight for suffrage, but it will be a distinet point of wantage
£o have headquartersg in Lee-Huckins, where the democrats con-
gregate. ’

Mrs. Woodworth writes me that she has sent you a
copy of the proposed Concurrent Resolution. This resolution will
not be enthusiastically supported by the republicans or by the so-
cialists, but as 1t is backed by the democratic state organization
and it is strong enough to carry any party measure proposed, I think
Oklahoma stands a very good chance for equal suffrage especially
as Section 2 of the Bill, provides "that it be submitted at a special
election." * This naturally mitigates the joker in the Initiative and
Referendum as adopted by Oklahomae.

From a personal letter received this week, I am
going to make some quotations:

"It is an unprecediented situation, The inside
ring of the Democratic Party, which controls the '
steam roller, met the first week in September, and
considered the situation as it affected, not the




desiresg or rights or welfare of the wo$en, but

the welfare of|the Yemocratic Farty. t was decided
that something must be done about suffrage, but it was
a hard matter for them to agree upon the way it should
be done, <They hated so dreadfully to do it; that it
was only stern necessity behind them with her hat pin,
which forced them to take action. There may be half

a dozen democratic manipulators who really want the
women to vote, but the others will have to make-believe
they have changed their minds, and it is gall and
wormwood to have work for what they do not want, and
for fear the republicans and socialists will combine
and give us the ballot, and get the credit and the
thank you vote, % % %

"A good many democrats thing that principle and
practice should be on speaking-terms at least, and
they have been scolding, but have not yet imitated the
republicans and formed a progressive Democratic farty,
+t took us a long time to find out that the Bill had
been Tovbked uP" long beforehand and kept secret.

When the legislature convened the new members and
those outside the ring began to fix suffrage bills and
expected to get the credit of introducing them, for
even they did not know that things had already been
fixed any more than we did, and when the time came

to spring it they were as much surprised as we were,

"Mhey thought they could not get a straight
gsuffrage amendment through another legislature or
campaign s0 they put the grandfather 1aw in with it
and some of the democrats think that a good many
republicans who are suffragists and also socialists
will vote for it because they won't vote against
suffrage,  However, the democrats can carry the
measure alone since they are so largely in a majority,
and the leaders will see that the party machine puts
on pressure., They want to do this and get all the
credit for they see ahead of them the time when they
will need the democratic women's Jote., x % %

"Some of them think the party politicians
can carry the measure without the help of women,
in fact I heard that R.S., who is one of the inside
ring said 'it was bad enough to do the damn thing
without having women poking their noses in. They
(women) would have to take what we give them' M
"The democrats would not start this thing
and push it as they have unless they meant
to see it through, because defeat of any measure
they take up is not helping the party. If we had
started this suffrage measure, a defeat would not
hurt the Democratic Party, but it is their bill
and we did not agk a thing of them, snd I don't




believe they will dare let it be defeated, for they

can do anything they please with their steam-roller.,
Bob Williams is bitterly opposed to woman suffrage,

but I don't believe he dares to fight this measure,

in faect I think it is put in the form of a resolution
so that he cannot veto it, so he will probably let it
g0 through for the sake of the party, but it is a
bitter pill for him to swallow. PLoth he ahd Durant (the
House whip) want to go to Wachington, and in that event
the woman's vote is to be reckoned with, The democrats
are getting ready to caucus on the bill now,"

The writer is an ardent republican, and there is
a paragraph in her personal letter to me that gives me much con-
eernsy

"Mrs. L. and I are the legislative committee,
and we are letting them (the democrats) strictly ALZdﬁnAL,E/

after the things they have said, and because they
did not want us to have anything to say afrout

the framing of the measure 1 do not see how they
can ask us to work in a campaign. We are all ready
to tell them that we do not mean to work for a
measure that we had no hand -in framing".

Since the decision of the Supreme Court relative

to the unconstitutionality of the grandfather clause bf the statel
of Oklahoma and Maryland ( and I think every southern constitution
is unconstitutional), Yklahoma is proposing her new electorate law,
ihether the propositions are accepted or not remains to be passed
upon when the law is submitted, but the point is that it is an
EQUAL SUFFRAGE BILL,

It is imperative that, in this crisis, there
should be some woman to advise and consult with those who are
pushing the campaign. I earnestly wish you could have a conference
with the leaders who }}avn it within their hands to make equal suf-
frage come to pass. t is not a bill for democratic women only, but
it is a bill enfranchising the women of Yklahoma on equal terms with
men .

Unless there is some effort made especially in the
rural districts to show to the voters that women want suffrage, not
even partly pressure will get out a full vote. At a conference some
idea should be obtained as to what part the democratic leaders wish
the women to assume in the campaign, Ytherwise the impression will
be that this suffrage is being forced on unwilling women, I can
understand disinclination of the socialist woman and of the
republican woman if she -is ardently partisan, to work for the bill,
but like working for presidential suffrage it is a question of
taking what we can get, not what we want,

Brom its impo“tanoe as one of the cotton growing
states Uklahoma's influence on Texas is Vasﬂh‘




In a letter from a present member .of the Corpo=
.ratlion Commission he says, in reference to the Concurrent “esolution,
"it seems to meet with very general favor even among the democrats '
who heretofore were opposed to waman suffrage.” I think, probably,
you may remember this commissioner. *e was former Senator Campbell
Rugsell, and he has never wavered in his allegiance to all woman
suffrage measures, ;

Sy v only natural that I ¢ ould feel anxiety about
Oklahoma, and I do hope the National will extend all possible. help,
and while it seems superfluous to make this plea:to you it relieves
my soul to do so. The Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference
is putting a special emphasis on its press work for Oklahoma, We
have a large list of Uklahoma papers and are much gratified at the
amount of space they give us.

Remember me to Mics “ay. Yy train was very late
in reaching "ashington on my return to New Orleans and I found there
was not time enough to visit the new headquarters in the Capital City,
However, I was glad to have had a visit with you and remember with
much appreciation your hospitality.

1f you and Migg Hay are members of the General
Federation Council, which convenes in New Urleans in April, I shall
hope to be able to return some of your courtesies, If I hear any-
thing further regarding “klahoma which has any impertance or sig-

nificance, * will write it to you.

Very cordially yours.

J

Am enclosing copy of HARLOW'S WEEKLY, which contains-a 1little
sketeh of one period of work in Yklahoma., I do not know who
wrote this article, but * think much of it came from the
former secretary-treasurer of the Federation of‘Labor. In
the main the write-up is correct, though not comprehensive,




To llembers of the Lxecutive Council:

Our nation miy be on the brink of wai thosce vho liwve
ia the interriori war may scem & loangz wey off, but in the East
“here public buildings, r:ter.:orhs, S op et oto; csre noiv: under mili-
tary guard, cond vherc some of the regimecnts of thc National Guard
have becn called to duty, it comes es o sad realization that our
country is foecing a far morec serious crisis than most of us have
cver known. L few days may dcterminc whether our pecople are to
be drawvn into war at oncc, or whether the break can be patched up
and the more tragic consecquences postponcd or even averted.

If thc worst comes, very scrious problcms confront us. Cur
work would unquestionably come to a temoorary standstill. How
8hell we dispose of our headquarters, our workers, our pleas?  Hovw
shell,we hold our organizotion and recsourcespmosnvhilc, so that our
movement will not losc its prestige and ploce cnong the political
issucs of our counbtry? These arc qucstions we must not lcave to
answer themsclves. If we ore not "the harmer our cause will be
the anvill,

iiomen not connccted with cny particular movement are call-
ing mecetingzs in order to pass pointless resolutions of the nromiscd
scrvice of vomen if rcouired. The big question prescnts itself,

shall suffragists do the "war work'™ which they will undoubtedly

want to do with other groups newly formed, thus running the risk

'

u i
8f disintegrating our organizations or shall we use our headquarters

and our machinery for really helpful comstructive aid to our nation?
The eénswer to these questions must be given now.

Because this unexpected turn of public affairs creates an
unprecedented condition, the mejority of the National Board avails
itself of the provision of the constitution which permits the call
of the Executive Council on & two weeks noticee. I therefore is-
sue this call to all Elected Officers, all Pregidents, all Auxili-
aries, all State Members, (a2ll auxiliares which pay dues on a member
ship of 1500 or more are entitled to a member in addition to the
President), all Chairmen Stonding and Special Committes to meet in
Washington at the Headquarters, 1626 Rhode Island Avenue, February

23-25 inclusive, as per inclosed program. y In issuing this call

A e . thm.hw&\q%




We are not unmindful that the date fallg in the nmidst of several

legislative campaigns, Nor are we forgctfql of the Drotest msde
by Western members that S0 many Bastern moe+ings of the Associa-

tion puts a heavier burden of expense upon them; but the seat of
our Government is here. Our offor of help if made at all must be
mede hore., I think you will realize that the meeting would lose

much of its cffect ard usefuliacss if held elsewhere.

Even though the rress should indicate that the present crisis

has passed, the mecting must.and will be held, as other matters

of imperative importance aweit adjustment. Several States have
sought referenda in direct Opposition to the rule adopted at At-
dantic City, The Exccutive Council, not the Directors must &e-
cide whetherathe Notional owes any duty to these States. Certain
questions concerning the Federal work in the next Congress should
be deeided by the Council, not the Board, Of course, the new
developments preclude any vote bn our amendment this session.

Last September an cmergency convention was hecld and no one who
has studied the effect of thot meeting has doubted the existence
of the emergency nor the wisdom of the c-l1l for the unusual date.

An emergency far more critical has now arisen. The future
success of our movement depends upon right action being taken now.
This can only be done at s full meeting with a representative pr
sent from every State. I beg each President to come herself if
Possible; if not, to send her best helper, If the President or
proxy feels that she cannot afford snse, her organization
should pay its cost. To come s her.duty. Auxiliaryship in the
National Association carries responsibility with it, and this is
ercd obligatory,

Anticipating the pleasurc of seecing you soon, I am,

Yours cordially,

MRS« CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT.
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Trankfort,

The following is & cOPY of ‘5 letter just received from Mrg. Catte
Please write me what you think we will be able to do in thig mather. 1
think it imperatiyv 1 Kentucky send the $10.00 requosted, Do you
that you can conbr . or seeure any contribution for the fund for
hospital and relief WoOI: ;

If you feel th pogsibly ask any of your friends
Wilson, a « Him to apvoint Mr Fréderick Ce.
of the Commigssion to Rusels will you pl

will ‘be PO
or have any te

Catt's detter is as&

My dear Madam President:

We are all hes {ck over the sppointment of Elihu
of the Commissi G ssia. He knows all the 2 which 'd
written into the books, but he has no sympathy W ]
ET 2 » & ¥ A & A5 Y 03
e therefore hope U0 get & ran on the Commigsion
demoeracy and for woman suffrage. We have selected Freder

-

of Tew York, Commissioner of Immigration, « He can and will

1s wise not to make this @ suffrage moves . 11 you L ONCE get
in touch with influentisl persons of 1iber:l thought in your ntate and beg
them to write end telegraph the President to appoint Nr. Howe, who 18 &

a8 an extra member. He received his present appointment from
snd 1s therefore an acceptable personalitys.

More, we want to send by lMr, Howe some 1oney to
Yavein, Prosident of the Ruseian Suffrege Association.
send her 41000 for her suffrage compaign, $23000 for the pite
ed of which she is the head and which 18 supported by Russian suffragists.
We are anxious to be sable to snnounce that every state in the Union has
contributed to this funds We are asking 2C states 0 send 2} 2
+to.send 25 each and 8 states to send 350 each. This wi make §
respond. This will a1l go to the Russian suffrage campail| You wi
a4t once whether this money will be taken from your 10%.  No. More, i
the states do mnot pay their pledges, the Tational will have to borrow money
to complete ils yoals But meny persons will contribute to such funds, who
will not to regular work, If munitions are made in your State fry Yo
get coniributions from the eontractorg for the nospital snd for the
gemeral relief 10 be disbursed by the Russian Red Crogss

Ve veliecve suffrage in Russia is the best boost possible to
suffrage here, and that money from American suffragists to Russian Suf=
fregiets sent with the Commémsion will be a gplendid antidote to Roob
resetion. Let us hear at onoce what you can doe. Send the money Ole
We shalloxzeturn 1% if we ore wnable to get a respectoble

For the suffrage fund we aslk youn State o contribute $10. For
the hospital ant pelief funds dovyour bests.

Coxdially youxrs,
rio- Chapman Catt

Pregident




NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

BRANCH OF INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE ALLIANCE AND OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

PRESIDENT

MRs. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT

MRrs WALTER McNAB MILLER

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

MRs. STANLEY McCORMICK

NATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE
PUBLISHING COMPANY, Inc,

171 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK
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