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organizing Oregon until

>

October. I can explain Tully to these Ure=
wo are so finasncially situated that it will be impos-
va know what sur resources for the next year may be

decide upon a plan ef action. Tet me know at once

nt of view mntil we can hear Tfrom
Kelley.
game propoeltion
se of the campaign in 1906 , but Nrs,. Duniway

impogsible to work with that we do not know what

she will construe later as the meaning and intent of this proposi-
tion.

You note that
P

2
- a3 T ¥
camj yade gn;, waen L1

for us bé on our guard ahout, for it may be the

war=path about that timq,’*'Unleas we ey

thousdands of dollars she will carry on an in=
sulting the newspapers, and destroy every chance wea
may have for a victory.
yours,

M, Goxden.,
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July 21st, 1908,

Pear Wember of the Business Committeelr

T+ has been no little source of WOrry to me to know
now this Fortieth Conventilon of ours was to be nade especially com=
memorative of the Sixtieth fnniversary of the First Woman's Convention
A1l through fhe talk about 1t there has been mentionsd mede, and yet
these specislized programs arc always diffieult to handle,

To becin with, the piloncers while attractive from one
point of view, with their weak voices 4o net make yery degirable
gpeakers; then each person has pome particular one that they think
ought to be remembered, and if they are not, woe-be-tide the pooY
Program Chairman, More than this, we hayve had =0 many pioneer events
that the whole thing has been worn thread=hare, !

T.ast night, however, T sat down and studied out the
gituation, 1 took the deliberations and the rewolufionsg ag passed
at that Tirst Convention, and I came Lo the conclusion that it might
he well to have Mrs, Rlateh give a twenty minute speech and be the
central figure of that eyening's program, and then %o divide up the
rest of the evening in five minute speeches, given to the resolutions
passed on that occasion, each onse of these resolutions to be handled
by a pioneer if she is able to do it, but if not, for her to delegats
it to some young woman to ¥reat the resclutions from the point of
yiew of then and now, Tor example, 1rs, atenton's resolution: " Rew
golved, That it is the duty for the women of this country to secure
themselves thelr sacred right to the alective franchise," was the on=
1y one that met witk any opposition among those radicalg, Thip pere
haos wuld be the one thau we sould have Mrs, Blatch speek 1o, and
she would be accorded more time .

However, teke for ingtance the one which says: " Ree=
solved, That tie equality of human rights results necessarily from
the fact of the identity of the race in capability and responsibility .*
A1l of us who can recall igs Clay's splendid address on " Counters
parte," know how ahe conld bring out the salient points of that ad~

snd make 1t apply to this resolution,

w. what I want to know from you all 18 whether thig
tveatrent of the p%cneer night would not afford & good way of honoye
ing the occasion, 28 well ag afford an ppportunity for contrasting
conditions from the time when these ploneers, despised and reviled,
claimed the right for opportunities which are lcoked upon &s commons
place today, Tuffalo being en actlve Mti-sulfrage field, 1 $hink
this would creats @ great oppoxtunity for propaganda,

Tet me know at once what you think of the idea of de=
veloping this plan,
Very coxd

dres

Rate M, Gdordon,
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New Orleans, La. August 6‘th, 1908,

My dear Miss Clay: -

I have just had a letter from Mrs.Biggers in which she
says the following: " I have just learned that there is.a possibility
of having to stop our campaign here. It would certainly be suicidal
for Oklahoma's success in securing suffrage for many, many years. i
am hoping some miracéle may give the sinews of war to Mrs. Upton to
the end that we may continue." The day previous I received the en-
closed copy of a letter sent by Mrs. Boyer to Mrs. Upton. I do not
xnow the character of the letter Mrs. Upton has writtem that would
bpring forth this letter from Mrs. Boyer, but certainly Mrs. Upton
would not stop the work in Oklahoma without submitting a definite
vote to the Business Committee.

Now, I have written Mrs. Upton and endorsed her kor-
rowing from the Garrett Fund until the Bonvention meets; but I sent
that vote thinking that it was meant to:cover-our Oklahoma expenses.
It secems to me that if we can draw out of the Garrett Fund to supply
speakers for a college evening program in Buffalo, we can logically
draw out of it for continuing the only work that the Asscciation is
now doing which is calculated to have any real political effect.

I have written Mrs. Upton to let me know what she has
written to Oklahoma that has created this fear of the campaign being
drawn t0 a close. If they draw it to a close, I for one will not
consider that we have been fair to the Oklahoma women. Let me know
in a few words what your opinion is on the situation. I am getting
heartily sick and tired of lMrs. Upton's seeming impotence to deal
responsibly with any situation. The truth of the matter is that
Elizaketh has keen her balance=-wheel all through the good servide
thet she has given the Association, and now that Elizabeth is not to
be depended upon, she is as vacillating as a weathervane. Just
think of a woman working in a campaign, giving out the kest that is
in her, creating a situation out of nothing, seemingly, and then to
have a letter like this thrown in upon her and taking the spirit out
of her, which would I know be my frame of mind if I was in
Mrg. Boyer's position. It is not fair.

I do not know that it is fair for me to burden you
with all this anxiety of mine, but I have to have an escape valve,
and you just have t0 bear the burden of this responsibility.

Three cheers for your serving as @lerk! You are
right in what you say,- that you have established & precedent, and a
precedent goes a powerful long way in these matters.

Have I written to you that Mrs. Wodlsey has accepted?
Seems delighted at the invitation, and I for one am going to make a
gr eat deal over her. Kitty Reed Ballentine, Tom Reed's daughter,
has also accepted. She is a young woman of reanpkable ability and
level headedness, and I thought it was well to identify her with the
work. I also extended an invitation te Grace Ballentine, who con-
ducted so successfully the Des lMoines case. It was Miss Mills who

suggested that she bve invited, and the suggestion was such & werthy 7 d;‘

one I acted upon it.

With cordial regards from all, I:;gl é;
I h Ry
n great .asfe, ;/2/ < ;




| 9 you
y gampaign there 111 the nex ygiglature

e my-consent

10

tantamount

e to
fiffrthe

of any







National American Woman Suffrage Assoriation

(MEMBER NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN )

President, Rev. Anna Howard Shaw, Swarthmore, Pa. NAT[ONA.,L HEADQUARTERS Recording Secretary, Alice Stone Blackwell,
First Vice President, Rachel Foster Avery, Swarthmore, Pa.

o 3 Park Street, Boston, Mass.
Second Vice President, Florence Kelley, Warren’ Ohlo'

Treasurer, Harriet Taylor Upton, Warren, Ohio.
105 East 22nd Street, New York City. (A (€ s, 1
Corresponding Secretary, Kate M. Gordon, 5 24 P A

2 Auditors : < Mary Simpson Sperry,
1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La. { 2100 Pacific Avenue, San Francisco, Cal.

OFFICE OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
New Oirleans, La.




National American Woman Suffrage Association
MEMBER NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Honoraty President, Susan B. AnNTHONY, 17 Madison Street, Rochester, N. Y.

President, Rev. ANNA HOWARD SHAW Recording Secretary, Arice SToNe BLAckweLL, 3 Park Street, Boston, Mass

7443 Devon 'S!reet, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa.
Treasurer, HARRIET TAyLOR UpToON, Warren, Ohio,

Vice President at Large, FLORENCE KELLEY
Laura CrLay, Lexington, Ky.

105 East 22nd Street, New York City. ; g J
Auditors : { DR. ANNICE JEFFREY MYERS, 375 East 12th St., N., Portland, Ore.

Corresponding Secretary, KATE M. GORDON,
1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La. Chairman Press Committee, ELNORA M. BABcock, Dunkirk, N. Y.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, WARREN, OHIO

OFFICE OF
THEE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY







National American Woman Suffrage Association
MEMBER NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Honorary President, SusAN B. ANTHONY, 17 Madison Street, Rochester, N. Y.

President, Rev. ANNA HOWARD SHAW,
7443 Devon Street, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. Recording Secretary, ALICE STONE BLAckweLL, 3 Park Street, Boston, Mass

| PablAShE At Bre E DR ENGE KRRt Y i Treasurer, HARRIET TAavyLOR UpTON, Warren, Ohio.
105 East 22nd Stree! New York City. Auditors.: {LAURA CLay, Lexington, Ky.

Corresponding Secretary, KATE M. GorDON , Vi DR. ANNICE JEFFREY MVERS '375 East 12th St., N., Portland, Ore.
00 Prytania Streel New Orleans, La. Chairman Press Committee, ELNoRA M. BaBcock, Dunkirk, N. Y.

OFFICE OF NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, WARREN, OHIO A1 gu St zoth’ 1908 . zq%

THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

My dear Miss Clay:=-

I am very glad that you have written as you did to
Mrs., Upton, and I am glad that yoqhent a copy to each member of the
Buginess Committee. I think her whole letter of the 1lth is as sil-
1y and childish as it can be.

I did not understand that the $60 was to be the actual
1imit that Mrs. Boyer could have. I did not for a mement think
that she could conduct a campaign entirely and wholly on this amount:
support headquarters, pay for a stenographer, rent a machine, ete,

ete., and I think when ghe gets to thinking upon thetigbject she

idea

will realize what a foolish stand she has made, for this was her
she Dley abQnd thed strict limitati he ,shou}d tai
stric mitationy she shoujld certain=
Yeer CHQ’C t%xzzr061014<_
1y have itemized, as one withja\vast experience, just/what the ex-

penses would be. Both ahe‘ind Miss Shaw seem to be perfectly happy
if they can have a little dinky organization going on in this State
and that State. They seem to be more interested in getting employ=
ment for Mrs. Day, up in Maine, than for any work in a State where

a possible campaign could be brb%fpt abogﬁ;’ it %f fgﬁrly getting on
my nerves to think of the $6, 000 Headquarters we maintain and the
1ittle active work the Associatinn gets out in the year. The re=
plies of some of my State pre31dent letters show how absolutely inef-
ficiently our organization %a& working. If it were not that organi-
zations other than the National Assoclation were doing the work for

us in an indirect way, I would be in the depths of despair. Willing

to spend thousands on a college organization to please Miss Thomas;

not willing to supplement thousands, already spent, in the only prac=
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tical work that we are doing!

I see no evidence of extravagance in Mrs. Boyeris man-
agement. In a letter received Trom lMrs, Biggers she comments upon
what we all know- the happy faculty Mrs. Boyer has for pleasing all
kinds of people. I think she is an invaluable woman, and worth a
good deal more to the Association than a hundred dollars a month,
which seems to be 8o grudgingly given. I hope, however, things will
drift along until the Convention time.

As to a vote upon the situati oen, I do not know how
that is ¢ 0 Be accomplished unless lirs. Avery assumes the responsi=-
bility of it, because Miss Shaw is ve¥ry positive about her sole right
to this prerogative. I think, however, that as long as lMiss Shaw
and Mrs. Kelley are away we need have no fear of a vote being taken
to undo the situation in Oklahoma.

I think you have been very generous in regard to the
whole situation. I do not feel able to contribute specially to this
situation, as Louisiana has done her full share in contributing to
National funds and almost all of the money is in.

It is like drawing eye-teeth to get definite informa=¥H
tion from those t0 whom I have extended invitations to speak at the
Convention.

Yours very cordially,

i Mz, Freane







November. 16, 1908,

Dear wember of the Business Co@mittée:-

I presume you have all received the progran for lo-
cal clubs, Wine hasg just'arrived, and in looking over it I .con-
fess I was shocked when I .saw, under the topics for discussion on
"Woman in the Ministry! this subject:"The true place of woman in
Religion,~ neither Eve, the mother of ‘evil; nor Mary., the Mother
ol God¥

T do not know who is responsible for allowing such
a breach of judgment to oceur, or whether the TLiterature Committee
is'in charge of the programs or not, but I do feel that immediate

-

orders ought to‘be given to recall this program= muprificent in

every other respect- and Mave this topic removed. The idea of an

organization, working to gecure mgabers, trying to emtablish thru
local suffrage meetings a goestien which shocks to the veryv core
the whole body. ©f the Christian church, and would rally toiits sup=
poert only the Unitarians and Jews. I “have never met the Rev.
Annis Fastmen, but I doubt now the wisdom of her judgment. I
guess she 18 a better Unitarian than she is a suffragist, if this
is the way she Y icrk for use in a 'suffrage club program.. How-
ever; some one dis at fault in not properly ing/this prograim.
In the copy of the letter received Trom Mrs. Boyer
the other day nothing was 8aid of the fight in Garfield County. I
hayve haditwo letters~- one from Urs, Biggers, another from
Mrg. Boyer- and they both report that Ellis was defeated by three
votes. .  UMrs. Biggers attributes the wictory entirely to Trs.Boyer;
As soon as 1 am gble to do it I want to write to Senator Owen and

ask him whether the 1line of conduct of the campaign has been what




he expected it t bes
| In 4 letter received this morning from Mrs. Upton,
her opening coumment is that "we did not decide at Buffalo whether
we weuld have the sub-comuitteex which we have had or not; other=
Wise the letters would have only to go to lliss ‘dhaw ‘and Miss Gordon
T haveé never been:in favor‘cf the e reporting of work
to  sub-committees. I think this division is the only liné of work
where a Board meets regularly and receives reports of committees!
work, but such a Board. as ours needs to know many things of iupors=
tance that are going on; else when we eome together too much time
has to be taken up trying to find out how one thing is bearing upon
ancther. It 'is the only way, as 1 eaid before, that a Board doing
active work, in any one locallty, can accomplish results, but the
reports of these committees are made whenever these meetings are
held. |

T wish to state to the Committee that I received
Mies Shawts Business Committee letter from Tincoln, and finding
that she flelt that the vote taken to have Miss Gregg do the work
in Colérado, a8 outlined, had been taken without due consideration
of ‘expense and s0 0N, 1 have suggested to lMiss shaw, as one of
those voting on that side, that 7 would move to reconeider the
question. If the vote is carried for reconsideration, which I am
sure it will, then it will leave the question open to the Committee
to decide where liss cregg's efforts can best be of service in:
building up the affiliated membership, which, by the by, Wwas not

wy smendment, as was printed upon the amendments slips, but was an

gmendment sﬁbmitted,by vote of the Buginess Committee at loylan on
ol oAt

5 sxesdten made by Miss Shaw.
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lire, Snowden is to leecture for us the evening of the
twenty=-seventh of this menths

You wildl all be glad to know that we have had do=
nated to us by one of the eity bill posters a space something like
ten feet by six, on Camp Street, one of the leading business streets
oftyhe city, and that we are going to have painted on then every
month some suffrage propaganda in bright red letters. Any trenchant
way of putting suffrage dfiatter on that board will be gladly received.

It seems to me I will never get through writing to
thank people in eonnection with the Convention,

I have had several letters from lirs. Vhite, and in
all of them she has something to séy in reference to the mortifica-
tion felt over the action'taken in regard to the entertainuent &t
the Hotel. This is what she says:

" The only shadow- aside from Mrs., Williams'! acei=
dent- was out meeting at the TenoxX. I think 1T 'shall never quite
overcoeme my surpriﬁé and displeasure at the matter brought up at
that meeting- especially as there was no reason for it. We had suf=
fieient funds to meetvcur gxpenses,

sheuld never have known it« I do hope, Misg Gorden, ‘that you made

it plain to the other officers how we of the elub felt with refers=

enice to that matter,=- if you didn'"t- as you were the only one to
whom 1 had an opportunity to free my mind= pl or I shall nev-
er feel at ease when meeting them again. I fesel that bringing up
the matter of dollars and cents,to you our guests, was very discours
teous~- and entirely uﬁcalled for, . Ihe other ladies of tur e¢lub who

were present feel as I do, and We are heping it will never reach dear

Mrs. Williams, who ie still in the hospital though nore comfortable."
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Itdoifeel Tthat yiss Mills was the actuating power
that led both Mrs. Crossett and iirs. Capwell to consent o this
thing being done. She was unpardonably rude, I thought; in her coms
mente when Mrs. Avery and I were before the Committee, and she was
unpardenably eurt through the whole Convention to me, I suppose be~
cause she was not invited to make an evening address. lrs.Williams
requested of me not to have her, as that part of the country had
heard her over and over again. She resented being asked to take
part in the Suffrage Symposium, and as I fell it would be a breach
of confidence to lMrs. Williams to tell her why she was not invited,
I suppcse~ unless I care to have an open rupture with her- I will

have to endure some of the little flings that I have had to endure

thro ughout this Convention. T can readily understand why there is:

riction in the State of New York, if this ig her attitude wit
ased. ;
t#gwsvnmxhé?Uh&eLmiGMfﬁhWﬁﬁﬁié'héét@&&#dhﬂﬁﬂﬁéﬁﬁédas.
T think may be it would be a comfort to Mrs: White
if eny of the officers- who feel g0 dinclined- weould write amde say
tdiat vou understand theoroughly that it was a mistake, and say some

nice 1ittle thing about the Hospitality Committee and its work.

Very cordially yours,
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