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Wew Orleans, La.,
Fekruary 6, 1909,

Dear Member of the Business Committee:~

I bave just returned from Oklahoma and will mow make
arreport of the siﬁuution ag I found it.

1 was gpecially dnvited to go on in order to gpeak to
an objeetion that was constantly recurring, in which it was stated
that "Southern women do not want to vete", I think everybody who heard
me that highit before the Senate Committee realized that if all Southem
women did not want to vote there were some who did, «d 1

, that any of the men and women holding this

point of view did not feel very comfortable when I said that =z lack of

gself-regpect was the only excuse left for this sortzggbgn attitude in

regard to Southern women, mnd I invited them to confine‘izgtzzzﬂig Q4Q
N éﬂcéQAArubo

that class of Southern women, 24 /7-

The hesring was a remarkably good one, Short address
es were made by & number of wamen on different peints, and they did
well, A little Soclalist womane & lrs, Brandstatter- made one of the
clevarest addresses, from the working woman's standpoint, that i ever
heard in my life. But whether the hearing will have any weéight on the
Committee or not, I do not know, Here is the situation:

There has been in Oklahoma a phenomenal growth of so-
cialism. The dissaffection has largely been from the ranks of the
Denoerats., The Democrats are badly divided between what is known as
the Regular Democratoand the Insurgent Demecrats. Tﬁe Democrats who
counted largely on a large Indian vote, becsuse of their prejudics fo
the negro, have been wofully disappointed, ss the Indiang will havs
nothing to do with politics. 1In the meanwhile, two successive years

of bad crops and the unsettled money market have been turned to won-

derful account by the Republicans, and one~-third of the pregent Legis-

lature is Republican. Thren, of course, there is the Prohibition vote.
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themselves evervthing

in order to meel wmonthly paymeénis, ¥ own
conclusion is that 1f this am e the constitubion could be mub-
mitted at this speegial etion, that it is well worth the National
ssceiation's while to spend three, four or
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