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In advocating the right of w&men to the ballot the woman suffragists of
Amsrica have never advanced any new theory of governmant in defense of
their claims. They have only declarsd that ?hey srend loyally and firmly
on the fundamental prineiples of government accepted by our people for
more than & century and a quarter of glerious national 1life. They are

the principles for whiech our forefathers fought and bled. They &res embod-
ied in the Declaration of Indspendsnce ans in the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States. "Taxation wdthout representation is tyranny". Women are taxed.
"Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed™.
Women are governed. The demand for suffrage for women is not a revolution;
it is only an evolution in the application of these principles. Sinece
nature has endowed mgn withnthe qualities which make them the leaders of
the race mgn have comg into their heritage of political liberty prior te
women; but women must share it in due time if those Principles are trpe,
for the effect of all true principles is to unite, and not to separate the

two halves of humanity.Woman suffragists add nothing to them' and they ale-

low nothing uc be subiract>d from thum oa sscouwnt 0f sex.  The turden of
proof lies upon those who deny their application to women. They muat
show cause, if they can, why women should not have politiecal liberty. We
belisve there is no argument against the right of women to vote whiech might
not be equally used against the right of men to vote. But while we believe
there is no argument against our claim, we stand ready at all times to
give reasons for our demand, both to strengthen those who, even after they
have accepted & principle are no%;uréf”tﬁét the right is always expedient;
aﬁd to prove to the world that our demand is not an -mpty clamwrfor an
grounds for expecting
abatract right, without anyianticipation that its attainment will besmeed

fex-the improvemgnt of*goeidl conditions Bér men as well as for women.
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The causes which have led up to the demand for woman suffrege are as com-
plex as our complex civilization; but undoubtedly -@ues®f the most potent
ig the industrial situation of women, brought about by the revolution in

industrial methods. Mechanical inventions, especially those made within

the last century and a half ,'have revojutionazed the industries of women.
Not only has the change been greater than ‘in anylprevious equal length of
time, but gregter <+than has been Xnown in thr whole df"ﬁ}:vioua hiskory
eovered by written records; and with it women's whole outlook upon the
world has undergone & transformation. Formerly the home was practically
the only field for women's labor; but the new machines have taken the work
out of the home a&nd placed it in factories and shops. They no longer in
their homes teke the rew flax or wool to card, dye, spin, weave, and sew or
knit into clothing. They'no longer manufacture at home soap, candles,
c¢hacse, family furnishings; they do not provide food supplies by curing
meats, drying fruits, vegetebles and herbs.| The very names of the impie=
pERks industries and their implements which occupied women only a few
decades ago are almost forgotten. Could & woman of a century ago dreanm
that her spinning wheel, the companion of her daily toil, would first be
relegated tothe garret, amnd them brought forth as an antique and become
an idle ornament in the home of her great-granddaughter?
enforced changes in

Now all these cahmges in the industries of women havexmhasmged their legal
and politiical relations, for they have thrown them out into the world of
law and politics. Women have always labored and always esrned their own
living . But formerly they spun and wove in the seclusion of their
homes and under the protection of their families. But those employments
have gone from them forever. Now they must work in the open labor markets
of the world or starve. They do work in the open labor markets, side by
s8ide with men, with the same need of the protection of law for their persens

eand their industries. Forxr 364 days of the year, not only in homes and in

churches, but in the factories, the shops,anf the offices , in all the busy
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marts of labor, women are found side by side with men. Is it right, is it
wise, that on the 365th daygm election day, men only go to the pallot box,
and by their votes alone mske the laws which pontrol all the conditions of
women's work, its hours of toil, its protectioﬁ from dangerous machinery,
the sanitg¥yon of its surroundings, in short, all the things which go $o
make up their industrial weal or woetyA" ;ittle gstudy of the records of the
censusg of the United States will heaip an understending of the share woggn
the rapidity of thexx growth & .
have in the wage-earning world, and of how xapiidiy their new relations/to
outside work have far outrun the adjustments which should be made in law to
meget the new conditions. The United States' census of I880 showed some-
and girls over ten ye&rs of age;
thing upwards of 2Qoeg9o0 of wage-earning women: In ten years, by the
census of I890 the number had grown to more than three millions; and again
in 1900 it had risen to more than 5,30Q000. The figures of the census of
I9I0 are not yet available, but we have every reason to believe that they
will show from semen million to nine million of women and girls.working
for wages outside of their homes. Seven millions of women: A nation of wom-
en , more than twice as numerous a8 the whole population of the original
thirteen colonies when they threww off the yoke of "nglend, declaring that
in the new country there should be equal rights for all, special privileges
for none. Seven millioge of women : A hundred years ago $heh women spun and
wove &t home, and their earnings went into the family income, so that they
seldom paid taxes directly; but now, every time they pay down their hard-
earned dollars to the tax collector they take an object lesson in "Taxation
without reprQSentatlon is tyranng™. Why have they not a voiece in directing
the expendiﬁg ot taxes a8 well as a share in paying them? A hundred years
ago they did not come into industrial contact with competitive leborers
and employers more privileged in directing laws than themselves; but now ,

when they see legislatures studying every interast except their own, they

understand W?y*éovernmenta derive their Jjust powers from the consent of the

governed” Seven millions of women! Most of them young, many of them raceiv-
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ing very small wages, all of them withdrawn for the protection of home

which had been the safeguard for all preceding generations of women. Who
and with no commensurate extension of the protection of law to replace
can believe that these Eisframehtwas lskmrzxs that the position of these

that which has been lost to them.safe and :

unenfranchised laboreres is as favorsble as it would be if women enjoyed the
share in government which the politiecel principles of our country declare

to be justly theirs.? These women are the daughters of the nation; what

man would undertake the care of a family of dsughters without the aid of

$heir mother? So these daughteres of the nation need Ty et i ERTs , fucES

tzxprovids tnxpxnxtiuxxﬁa;nziuxpxntuntinxxnfxthaxixl the ballot in the

hands of the mother sex, so that the mother care may be exercised in form-

and executing

ing the laws which must now in such large part replace that personal care

which the mothers onee threw around then,

4.
ing very small wages, 2ll of them withdrawn from the protection of home,
which had been the safeguard for all preceding generations of women, and

with no commensurate axtsnzim provision for the extension of the protsc-
tion of law to replace that which has been lost to them.. There is not,
there cannot be , any greater moral, sociologhcal or industrial problem be-

Personal and industrial
fore the American people that the due protection of these millions of in=-

dustrbdal womem, thrown into new relations with the outside world bj the re->

quirements of modern industry. Who can believe thet the position of these
unebfranchised laborers is as safe and favorable as it would be if women
enjoyed the share in government which the political prihciples of our coun-
try declare to be justly theirs? These women are the daughters of the na-
tion; what man would undertake the care of a family of daughters without
the aid of their mother? So these daughtars of the nation need the ballot
in the hands of the mother sex, so that the mother care may be exercised

in making and executing the laws whieh must now in such large part replace

that care and protection which mothers and home once threw around them.
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Women are prepared by education to use the ballot intelligently and for resal
benafit to themselves and society.One of the first high schools for girls
was established as late as 1820, by lrs.Tmma Willard, in New York. The out-
come of this innovation was 1ooked for with fear by the conservatives of

;_.ﬂ..\

that time, who apprehended that the health sfxgixin would-fadl ofhgirls 3::':5

f;tho strugsled with algebre and a little Latin, or worse, that they would

become so infatuated with these unfeminine novelties that they would lose
taste for domestic life nad neg;ect their families.

Now, we have forgotten all those epprehensions xxxxxxx; abont educa-
tion, hough| some still Tretain them about voting, ant in—practicaii;(tﬁé
samQ/ form.

Now, some people have those same apprehensions about women's voting,
though we have forgotten all of them about educastion. Wvery State, with the
exception of two or three, acknowledges the duty of providing equal advan- :
tages for its daughters as for its sons, and admits them on equal terms to
the State colleges mnd universties. In fact, more than three fourths of
all colleges in our country are co-educational. About one third of college
graduates are women, and the proportion is rapidly growing; while ther are
more girls than boys who are graduates of high schools in every state ex-

cept New Mexico.

Women's achievements in business and education have gone far beyond what

was formerly thought possible for them. The ability has always been theirs,
but the people did not know it, for the opportunity for development was
lacking.

It is curious how history repeats itself, in thés doubt sSbmetimes expres-
sed that American women are unequal to the responsibility of moting citizens.
It is the self-same doubt that existed in the minds of the Tnglish about
the American men when the colinies became independent. ﬁ?]ﬁiyaﬁeen so long

impressed with a profound conviction that mmxmamxwaxe the statesmenship of

' Amgrican men was equel to all demands upon it that I remember I resd with
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& history by one of o irly vwiriters just

L TR -
the author congra itos his countrymen on

- PR

had proved

conduct wisely

deponded much upon states
I
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The fact is, any solicitude about womend loss of time from home duties on

account of voting is entirely out of place. Rightly considered and sensi-

bly exercised, the ballot is a wonderful labor saver for women.as housekeep-

ers and mothers. For instance, we all know that in the cities there are
ordinancas for street cleamigg and where thers are great factories sending
out clouds of thick smoke, there are smoke consuming ordinances. We all
mnow, also, that frequently these ordinances are very imperfectly enforced,
and when they are not, clouds of dust come into women's houses, and setkle
because those most interested in cleanliness have no voice in enforcing them.
their carpets and furniture.
Now how much easier it would be for women on election day to put on their
gtreet suit, go to the polls and drop & nice ballot into & box, rather than
gat up early, put on their working gown and scrub and swee
NAnd where ther are factories sending out great elouds of smoke, there are
smoke consuming ordinances, which, when not enforced, allow showers of
soot to fall on women(s curtains and nice paint. Now how much esasier it would
be for women on election day to put on their street suit, go to the polls
amd@ drop & nice ballot in a bow, rather than to get up early, put on their
working mown, and scrub and scrub to get the dirt and smoke out of their
c¢lean houses which ought never to havé been there, if those ordinances had
been enforced. The same sat of officers who do attend to the ordinances
domanded by men voters could enforce these ordinances for cleanliness} also,
if they knew thmyxwemidxkavsxiExgivsxaxskxizkxarzsuntxis the sharp eyes
of the housekeepsrs were watching them, and that they would have to give a
gstrict acc ountmto the women on glection day. And there ars laws regarding
the carsg of the khmikk  public health, and the purity of fooed which con-
cerng women and their work most intimately. No doubt, men mrsxaxwiiiimg
desire theses laws to be enforced a&as well as women; but those things fall in
the line of women's work, and they will always be more zealous in their en-
forcement than men. How much easier to give the time to go to the polls to
exprksss their viewpoint on these matters than to nurse & sick infant or any

invalid through a long spell of typhoid fever or other epidemic which might

have been prévented by properly enforced laws. How much time would be
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saved from long watichings of days and nights over the precious life, even if |

with all their care, their vigils did mmf suffice to ward off the heart
break of kmreavement of bheiw loved onéé.Thare arg many things which most
nearly concern the life interests and work of women which have undergmone
radical changes along with other industrial changes; and which must be re-
adjusted to meet the dzmamk modern demands. Women will slways be the home-
makers; but sinece the modern forms of industry have taken out of the hands
of the individual hmumsker hegfpg!§o§giigyge::;s:§: Z:;:hgfm:§:n§2:::?0;:
clothing and thsx providing food suppldes, that supervision must, to be
§?§é§%?§§fe€§'g1ven by the combined cars of the women of the community. Men
have a right to expect tha$ women shall give intelligent Earxmxtm dirsc~
tion %o those things which make for the health, the comfort and the general

welfare of the family.

And women have a right to demand that men shall pugh?nkgl%ggir hands®8 §§§¥§

may have & shars of the law makin
of the lawmaking power through t epggffbt, which is the only effective

Way in which modern conditions shall feel asg aforstime to due influence of
of the mother and the homemaker. There is no division of intersst betwaen

men and women in the demand of votes for womeng and it is certain that when

American

women get the ballot it will be by the free and unbissed Judgment of men.
nowadays

There is much said about the militant methods of the Bglish suffragettess.

As American suffragists ars in sympathy with their object, tkximxfarxfrmmxums
but

xhaxmhiyxfaxzoniamax kit exmytrads *hmugh we must and do condemn their ex-
which even those Wnglish suffragat$es say themselves
trome moasures, ymkxwaxhwarxi We do not understand
would be temperament of thier people entirely out of place in this
their political memiitimws as we understand those of our own country.
country .

We do not understand the politiecal temporament of their people; but we do

understand that of Americans; and we E:géezgat such methods will never be

either used or provoked in our country.There are two ways in which govern-
may meat demands for adjust-

ment of political rights with new conditions. One is stubbornly to resksy

Sl




/

//concessionseven guch as are in conformity with accepted principles, till
and publiec digrorder.

the discontent and sufferings of hhose requiring them drive them into revolt.
what their government has done.
The Tnglish suffragettes claim that this ig Zkskrxsikmmxxmx. The Wiser

method is tmxwaighxfxixiyxxxxfs is that which has begun in our country and
§ which we belisve will carry our cause to complete victory; and thdt is,\ to
i : !
i=_sae with farsighted statesmanship
: batter ™
But the wimax way is to do what American statesmanship has already begun,;
and that is, to mmskx recognize changed conditions, and with farsighted
atatesmanship wisely to make re-adjustments ksfmxsxdisecsmkant to meet
y ose changes before their pressure has caused grear suffering and diseon-
tent .
Americens must
Fhax?e Enitsxwy deblore the sxcesses of the Wnglish suffragettes, yet X~
also
nxxg?nnn they are compelled to honor the mpixikx Iswexsfxpéltiiesl the
which is the spirit shown by our Revolutionary forefathers?
gpirit of those women, who for love of what they beliaeve ias right, are
willing to be roughly handled by police, to be thrust into filthy prisons
and condemned to hard labot, like convicted felons. Our forefathera fought
and died for political liberty, because they thought it was worth.the gacri~-
fice; those Tnglish women have suffferesd and ars willing to die, if need be,
for political liberty, because they think it is worth the sacrifice. Curiowm.
8pegcies of animals

obsafvers of natural scisnce tell ms tha there are but ®wo animals known
in which the male will make war upon the female,- man, that is some mén,~

and seals. Th%cé Ye BO Men on q:;jh who love political who ought tq try fo
dgstroy that 1 v;jgggng wolmen, forit is ‘then Eﬁt~a st ‘when\han aléb«mnaﬁ
v AT are not of that am-
cgase{}p;ibyevit. Vex Anerican men belong to thaet amphi-
bious !;uxti tribe, belonging neither to land nor seas« If any people shouold
succadd in breaking down the love of liberty among women they will be but

ona step away from destroying the love of libartyAamong men.,

But e (hertts we Doifove thotwe o andraonon i it nill Do ToulRE gyt
'ideas,a%ggaﬁill be an example of what can be done for the advance of civil-
ization by the conquest of ideas §3§%r%ﬁgi85p&§}tiba 8#dconservatism and
self-seekinh.




Gentlemen;

The memorable National conventicn of the Republi¢in
party neld in Chicago in I9I6 put & plank iz ita platform wiieh
"favors the extension of suffrage to women, but reecognizes 'he right

ch State to settle this question for itself", That pla form

wes & declaration of the party poliey to 8ll the peopls of £11 the

states, Ve as women who are part of the eitizens to whom tiat
platform was addressed, and who set s high value upon it, ecme
ask you to carry into effeect its women suffrsge plank by pasei

& resolution at this eonvention pledging your party to use ite
power in the next General ‘ssembly to submit to the necple a
woman suffrsge amendment to the “tate constitution and to support
it st the polls as & party prineiple.

“entueky men spoke in that platform through their chosen dele-
gates; and we understsnd their promice was to make Xentueky women
the politieal peers of themselves.

¥e do not ecomnt as any portion of the fulfillment of that
promise the Republiean votess east for t Federal amendment pro=-
posed in Congress; because that is not a psrt of the platform,

Some pevple want it and some do no 2 wisest statesmen cannot
foreoast the undesireble and dangerous eonsequences whieh may

follow if Congress and state legislatures, besieged by strong and
persistent lobbies, should decide to thrust womem suffrage upon the
country without allowing the voice of the people to be heard on

the question. On the other hand, women suffrage by state constitu-
tions is tried gnd esafe, Fifteen states,north, south, east and west
make women the politienl preers of men by their state eonstitutions,

We want ¥entueky tec join thet neble company,
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We believe our brave soldier beys returning from the war ard

the men who have served their éountry at home by standing tehind

the men at the front want women to be their politiecal equals,
"omen have been the loyal eomrades of the men, soldiers ani eivile
ians, in besring the herdships and dangers of the war. We night
say mqeh of what women have done; but men alresdy have said it for ud.
Their words have sxpressed epnreciation ¢f the labors cf th: women
in patriotiec servige both 2t home and in the wer zone sbrosi.
Women have shared all the bhurde ¥ overnn Thsy ire ehti-
tled to shars the privilsges of the government, he men wio have
praised their serviee in the war we believe ars willing to show their
ing upon them the right of the ballot
they are willing to vote at the polls makxe womexr their
peerg if the
to do sc in their varty campai
Therefore, we respsetful
comnittee o embody in your nlatform of prineip
firming the National suffrage p k, end rledging ir eandidates
to supvort in the next Cenersl Assembly the submissior to the people
of an amendment to:lhe 3tate eonstitution granting suffrage to
women on the same terms ag to me ay rledging your party orgeniza-

tion, when the amendment ie submitted, to support it at the polls,




