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pqsitive that none but southern women can handle this suffrage
situation in the south. I went through & catechism to see tiat

I was the genuine article, and woe would have been my fete if an
ygnkee blood in my makeup had sccounted for my suffrage tenden- 1
cies. Seriously though the race issue has todbe me% ?n this

fight. Cordially

Kgte M Gordon.
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My dear Miss Gordon,
fiiss Grimm hsas wri
her progrem for an address. at
Moines, and that she wantis make 80 engagements for you on the way,

45

1 had the opportunitly to bring the matter before our Fayeile L.R.A,lnis

34 al s Kb | E Y g o 17 % L oo g Jo . % s e - o By . arc 4- f,‘A.;J.-‘.v
afternoon, and we sall went you.in Keniucxky 30 ae dnstrucled to write
to you apd ask your terms, Al ve wi to know your rcute to Des
Moines, s0 as to decide whetner to try to make errangements in Pacucah
in the western part of the sitatve, or
thet is,
®r through the eastern and middle of ths state We are now in tiae
midst of our campaign and we Gesire to take every opportuniity Gto give
our peoplie & chance 1o hear our best 8]
Is i$s much out of your way to go from Touisvill Paducah?

I shall certeiply expect you to ve my gusst if your way snould bs

through Lexington,

I am off and on in Frankrfori end &t home, irs,Breckinridge is ta-

king the laboring oar in the campaign, snd I am trying to help as far

s I can, We think we have & Iighting chance to win the submission of

our amendment, but we are
Pleuse remember me to your sisters, and write immediately, as you
gpseches take time to arrange for.

Very cordially your friend,

P.S. If you have any suggestions aboult the route through XKy., don't
hegitate to let me know. We wish %to reach all points of the state du-~

ring the year,
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Miss Kate Gordon, L 3
New Urleans, Ea.

My dear Miss Gordon:

W

I am so glad that you can come to Lexington and that you are

(= &5~

to Des Moines. I hope that you will be able toc pay me & little

v

visit and will not have to hurry off when you get here.

Our local president, U Will D, Oldipm wants you to come

If anything prevents you from coming
Her w@##Fer is 801 S. Lime/, Lexington,
I am getting better all the tdme and while I shall not
able to g 0 Des NMoines, I shall be ready'to enjoy your visit to
my regerds to your sisters 'amd looking forward to

your visit, i am

Very affectionately yours,
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to which you have glver
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liy dear Fellow Ufficersi-

You will be glad to know that we will open our Southern
Headquarters on gy 2nd. That is the form our llay Day Suffrage celebra-
tion will teke and I hope thet the effect will be fel$ all through the
south. ‘

I am enclosin@ my letter to the Board in order that you
may be in full touch with the situstion. You will recell 1 asked two
requests of the offie eisl Board in my Februsry letter. Firset, to ex-
prese to the Southern States 1ts confidence tl?t this Southern move-

ment was not antagonistic %o thc Bational, but & flank movement of
vx* 1 interest to the whole Suffrage movement &f the United ~tates.

I was telegraphed to meet the official Board in Birming-
ham. 1 had every reason to believe they were going to endorse us, but
I found & spirit of opposition in Alabama that wes incomprehensible.

wome little time ai+L¢ my return, I received Yirs Dennett’'s offieisl
replﬁ, which 1 felt was not & reply so i determined to show to &ll the
members of the Board my pointe of difference, and to make the DSoard
ssume the responsibility of refusing to express confidence in this
wouthern mevewant We will not have & reply to this letter until the
Board meets the beginning of Nay.
I cennot express to you the enthusissm with which the
Southern ideas was received a8t the Mississippi Valley Conference. With
the little work that I have done we have five thousand dollsrs; twenty
seven hundred in acfual money and twenty three hundred in pledges, and
L do not believe wé will have much trouble to raise one ndn&reu thouhnn
if we 21l put our shoulders %o the wheel.

a

I am drafting a resolution to be submitted to our meeting,
liay 2nd, for endorsement. I will semd this resolution to all the “outhern
States in the hope that it will be passed. I think the Hational is
realizing the futility of my g ﬁo pa%s the Jational Amendment ua-
til 8t least this preliminary & 3 taken in the ~outh.

I enclose pledges to sll of you. Cannot you go out iatlo
your communitiee snd secure members or donations? Do you know the namee
of Suffragiste of means to whom & letter of appeal can be written! I
will be glad %o write them, if you do not care to write yourself.

With cordial regards

~axthiullj,

&
Vol Aprce
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Our time has so been taken up with this disgraceful row
relative to the President's condolence message that I have had no time to
attend to my legitimate correspondence, I want you to understand the etti=-
tude of the club and my letter and the Official report gives a fair report,.
At first I thought the deliberations of an exceutive committee had been given
by a traito member , for Mrs. Skinmer the mover of the resolution to send the
message was found a few weeks ago giving a derogatory letter about the Era Club
to the members of the Legisleture. But I believe now and we have pretty strong &
evidence that the same Tound on his kmees eaves dropping a2t the second meeting
was concealed eavesdropping at this meeting. The man John Meehen caught
on his knees getting material for & half truth slander is the husband of the
Founder of the Woman Suffrage Party snd the leader of all the disgraceful
newpaper notoriety in a malicious effort to discredit the club and me particuslar
Ay

48 things now stand the veracity of I4 of the best women of New Orlesns
is chellenged by the Times-Picayune in favor of a snesk caught in the act of
eaves dropping to get material to use against & Woman's orgenization. And
in order to get the official report of the Era Club published without theie
blue pencil on the point of their reporter John Meehan we had o pay 25 cents a
line, We believe the attitude of the Times Picayine has been largely instiga-
ted by the fact that the Era Club lately anpointed #m 2 committee to investigate
an exposition project , in which the newspapers were all interested but which
disgracefully mulcted the working people of over & hundred thousand dollars = and
in which the publicity we demsnded disclosed a dreadful condition of affairs.

The President of the elub is a T-P specizl reporter. Jeannie and I
are very much criticized for indorsing her for the Presidency, The women is
capable of good presence and fine voice _ she had some bitter enemies , but
I never believed her dishonorable. About three or four months ago there was
circulated emong the club women some dreadful letters attacking her character.
Her friends felt that the best way to show to = contemptible smeak who employed
anonymous mezns to blast character was to =k express our confidence by electin g
her President of the most powerful women's orgenization in the city. She will
I think be impeached . The awful part to me is that 2t the bottom of the whole
thing is the treachery of the women of Women Suffrage Party. Miss Hutson the
reporter of the Item who first published the lie based on 2 half truth of s
sneak reporter is a member of the Party and will move heaven and earth to destroy
the club. I consider even more important than woman suffrage the starting of a
movement to make newspapers responsible for the information they take momey from
the public. I have consulted the District Attorney on whether I had a criminal
libel suit-~— but the technicalities are all in favor of the papers. One is de-
fenceless.

I find that your letter is a2t home so cannot answer the points in
regard to dates, I have not yet secured the information thaet will definitely




.

ot ﬁﬁ/ﬁ’,ﬂ*ﬂ‘d

I
pexmit me to say whether our itinerary before the f‘onveth ion will teke place. One
ang I have \Letumun\,o upon is to hold in Chattanodgs our annual convention, I
am trying to get Mrs Ruth Nelnery Stuart to be one of our spes 1(1"3 and to convert
"Sommy'" into a suffr sts _ of course a States Rights one I think your sugges-
tion in regard to Mrs u‘; bard excellent, Will write her to—z:r':orro":.’.

r-y I “'"-.nt te write you on my financial situation. The rat
proofing of New Orles will meke us do some work in this regard on three pieces
of property that w 11 t"*”“cve with our income. Then the main dependency we have

is some stu utocl-‘: and it is feared that this business will be seriously inter
fered with on account of the war in Europe our chief market, I have had a large
unber of invitations to speak , but I feel Ol)llfl‘-’:‘.t(>ﬂ to stick to this Southern
Conference work, In fact I give my entire day at the office. In_dependent of the
Belmont donation I have pledged about 500\: o].la-zrs. Do you think I would be
Justified in paying myself = salary I have the authority of Mrs. Belmont to
pend that money :my way I see fit to do so. You remember the letter., Now my
position is this I would be only too glad to give my service & but certain
conditions make it very necessary to earn some money, Would I be justified in
paying myself a selary and any money I eam speaking for the conference I re-
turn to the Trea LSUTY of the Conference. Iet me have your view point on this . Of
course if I was at liberty to say we had the ten thousand it would be somethin
for the Board to decide but Mrs Belmont seems very positive about not heving this
knovm., Kindest regards %o your sisters.
Affectionately,
{ate M. Gordon.
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TELEPHONE M 187 NEw ORLEANS, La,_ September 8, 1914, 191

Miss Laura Clay,
Richmond, Va,

My dear Miss Clay:=-

I note that you are to hold your Kentucky State
Convention the 5,6,and 7 of November, and I am writing to
know at what point, It does not seem practical to carry
out our original itinerary before the Cunvention’as both
Richmond and North Carilina feel they could not prepare for
a meeting wiih their Convention dates fixed for the 9 and
10th, I am wondering if your Cony?ntion was at no too dis-
tant a point from Roanoke, that one night of your “onvention
might be turned over to the Southern Conference,

I have a promise from Ruth McEnery Stuart, and
with Mrs. Helen Gardner and Mrs. Belmont a very attractive
program could be arranged. At any rate would you immeddately
let me know whether such a plan would meet with your appro=-
val? Make no engagement for the 10 and 1llth of November ,
for I am awaiting newg -~ from Chattanocoga to know whether
they will entertain our Southern Conference at that time,

We are only a few hours away from Nashville, and can readily

make the Nashville Convention on time.




£

I have just regeived the following telegram
from Alice Blackwell:"Can you meet Miss Addams, Mrs, Catt,
and me in Boston, September sixteen, seventeen or eighteen

conference to promote harmony between
National #ssociation with view to
better unify work after Natiunal Convention. Wire

collect." I wonder what it means, Of course, I am not

going as I cannot afford such an expensive trip and also as

&

my policy is not to meddle much with this National business,
I think it wiser not to go. The truth of the matter is,

I think the National publishing that black list putgbthem
aetuall}y inthe same position that the Congressional Union
occupies and finds them advocating exactly what they denounce
in the Union.

fffectionately,

/7ZC&£L7
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““A4 government is nol yet complete that Dyersburg, Tenn.

withholds from its most enlightened women
what it freely gives to ils most benighted
men,”’ Thomas Jefferson.

14.
My Dear Fellow-Suffragist:

A strategic position is held by southern suffragists. With the
concentration of effort for a Nationbl Amendment the point of resistance will
be the south. In the south the Democratic Party alone determines political
policies, and the crux of the whole situation consisis in making the Pariy
live up to its traditions on States Rights and under which cloak it is
hidiug in its opposition to a National Amendment.

This means that a tremendous whirlwind campaign must be carried on
in the south in the next two years to educate National, State and Local
leaders of democratic opinion, that the democrats of the South cannot straddle
the question of woman suffrage in the next National Platforme If we force
the issue we have the party at bay on a fundamental principle—state rights—
and upon which position the democrats of the enfranchised states can make a
vulnerable attack for the preservation of party integrity.

By virtue of the race issue which is involved, the movement must by

the very nature of things be under the guidance of southern women. Southern
women must throw thes gauntlet that declares, that if southern democrats do
not preserve woman suffrage as a state right, we women who believe as
unalterably as do the msn in the expsdiency of a state defining its own
electorate, will be foreced to appeal to the men of other sections to secure
for us our inalienable and greatest of all rights, the birthright of cecitizen=
ship through a coercive National Amendment.

This propaganda must be spread through the 5700 news agencies of the
south by a capable Press Agent; thro a series of State and Legislat
Conferences ; thro resolutions before the business leagues of the south; thro
selected literature. With Headquarters established in New Orleans, I believe
we will aczomplisa th2s most important suffrage work of any now in progress
in the United States. It is a flank movement of essential importance for any
effective result from the National Amendment agitation.

By virtue of the unorganized condition of the south I appeal to the
suffragists of the United States to help launch this important work. There
certainly must bs 1000 suffragist in the United States who will pledge to
give or raise $100 payable in four years, at $25 a year. If a sufficient
nunber of pledges are secured I will borrow a sufficent sum to launch the
movement immediately. May I appeal to your generosity to help us avail our-
selves of an opportunity which is of vital importance to every well wisher
of the suffrage cause.

Hoping for an early and favorable reply, I am
Cordially and fraternally

s

ﬁm\




