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TELEPHONE M 187 NEW ORLEANS, La, danuary 25,1915,

My dear Miss Clay:

Mrs. Boyer turned over to me your letter relative
t0o the Mississippi Valley Conference. I am going to ar-
range to be there and think that we ought to have about
an hour, if possible, given to a discussion of the aims
and objects of the Southern Conference.

RECRIPPS: -In reference to receipts, we do have a
system of acknowledging amounts of money sent in for
membership or as subscriptions to the NEW SOUTHERN
CITIZEN. Mrs. Bartlette had considerable trouble with
her eyes after coming home, and that may explain some
delay, but, ordinarily, receipts to the members or sub-
scribers are regularly made. However, I will take up the
point of receipts being sent to the persons who collect
for subscriptions as well. I think a form postal womld
answer the purpose The work of the Conference is grow-
ing so rapidly that it is hard to keep up in true busi-
ness style with the demands.

I am going to Washington for the 1llth. Mrs. Stoner
is getting up gquite a meeting for me.

I have & lot of interesting news to tell you re-
garding the Congressional Committee trying to freeze out
any activity on the part of the Southern Conference in
Washington. I have taken up the matter with Miss Shaw
and will send you some correspondence to read, as soon as
I get her reply, so that you will understand the situation.
I did not think it necessary to take it up with the Board,
many of whom do not understand the inside information and
the attitude of the of the Congressional Committee to the
Congresgsional Union-

Do you think it would be possible to arrange a meet -
ing for me in Louisville after the Indianapolis convention?
I will be on my way home and 1 would like to bring the
Louisville people in touch with the Southern Conference. I
think it particularly desirable when we know the attitude of
Mre. Leach, but, at the same time, we know how enthusiastic




John Morgan's grand-daughter was and when I met her last
fall she made me promise to come to Louisville. Would

you mind taking up the question with her of having a meet-
ing for me, or, will you please send me her name and ad-
dress, so that 1 can get in communication with her.

I have been astonished not to hear anything from
Alabama. I was under the impression that they wanted the
Southern women to do some cap&igning for them. I have
heard of none of our prominent suffragists being invited,
but I read in the Woman's Journal that the National's or-
ganizers-- ilisses Engel and Thompson-- are both employed
there-

With very kind regards to your sisters, believe me

Affectionately yours,

Joci . Gototoe
- W‘
o O pecates—te

Ca/wéa .




Richmerd, Ey.
Jem,318%, IOIS5,
My dear iss Gerdea,

I am glad te Reer that you are arranging te ge
$e the iss.V.Cemferemce. irs.Upten has writtem thet she has imvited
yeu and that she will write agikidmbs yeu,

Abeut Leuisville: I weuld be glad te take up the matter ef yeur
goirg there with the President ef the "eman “nuffrage Tengue, Nrs,
Semuel Hemmimg, but T believe it weuld be mere expeditiesus amd sate-
igs-fectery fer yeu %e write te her yeurself, I de mnet kmew her street
rumber, but thimk yeur letter will resch her premptly by directing
te Louigville. The lLeague there is guite sctive mew; awd I thimk
perhaps it weuld be better fer yeou te effer a suffrsge lecture rather
than am expesitiem ef the Ssurtherm Cemferemce, and trust te brimgimg
thet im ineidemtslly . Leuisville has a stremg Republicasm and "regres-

sive party, theugh the state is nermally Demecratie, By-the bye,

d
Mrs,.Henning is met the gramdeughter ef Jehm fergam, He was & bache-

ler. /rs.Hemnimg is the daughber eof Gen,Basil Duke, ef ifergan's
cemnand, and her mether wgs Jehmr fergem's sister. Irs.Henuning is mew

s whdew,
302 New Yerk Life Btdg, Chieage, Ill,

Y

Did yeu meet im Hashville Jearnns E,Dewnes? She sad I had quite
8 chat, amd she teld me she is the president ef the Illimeis Veman's
Demecratic Isague, censisting ef 20,000 wemer &rd pres.ef the Tenan's
Demecretic "rees, I thirk she may be &t Imdismepelis, ard it will be
ef adventage feor us te get acquainted with such wemen teo help im
the 3,5.7.85.,Cemnference,

I am expecting te ge te Inmdiamepelis, smd shall be gald tes see you
and hear all yeur mews. ILeve te all, Cerdially ysurs,
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Miss Laura Clay,
Lexington, Ky

My dear “iss Clay:

I have just written Mrs. Henning, and told her
that March 5 amd 6, would be dates that I could speak in
Louisville, as I wend my way to the Mississippi Valley Conference.

I did not meet Mrs. Downes at Nashville, I will
be glad to get in touch with her, f« that phase,of lining up
the Democratic women in other States, will be a part of our
special work next year.

It is delightful to see how South Carolina is
turning into suffrage enthusiasm. I cannot but feel that our
southern Conference is doing a tremendous work in this respecte.
We are commencing to get returns from our splendid press work.

rdiall
cordia y,;/Z;LKJC: /%;Y:‘ é;b4>oco4A;ﬁ
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My dear Miss Clay:

I need some advice. Miss Shaw, when I was leaving her
in Nashville, told me she was coming te New Orleans this win-
ter; in fact, it was a pretty bread hint for me to ask her to
come, as I always have asked her to be my guest. Now, as you
know, I have net one particle of respect for Miss Shaw, much
less any affection left,and I have declared that I would never
ask her to my home. When I returned and told Jean, she said
that it was a mistake not to invite her to New UYrleans, and
Jean wrete, in the name of the Era Club, and extended her an
invitation to be the Club's guest.

As you know, the Woman's Suffrage Party here in New Or-
leans has been a sourceof anneyance and detriment to the cause
ever since 1lts erganizatien. In the beginning I think boeth
Dennett and Shaw, not knowing the kind of people they were, en-
couraged the organization in the hope of discrediting our State
organization which, through me, they felt was not altogether
loyal. When, however, Shaw saw the personnel of the members--
and you had a fair sample of them in Nashville last year-- she
would not accept any invitation of theirs unless all the suf-
fragists would cooeperate to make her visit a success, and then
when she learned that we would not have anything te do with the
Woman's Suffrage Party, the broken ankle conveniently saved her
any embarrassment.

Now, according to Mrs. Boyer and Jean, they think I
should invite her, as she has always heretofore been our home
guest, so0 that these people could not get at her,as they would
get at her at a hotel, ' for interviews. If she is at eur house,
she: cannot very well be visited by the lMeehan-Graham conglomer-
ation. I have not yet been able to bring myself to the point
of "eatin' crow", even though they have recommended it. How
would you act in the matter? I candidly confess to you that
her treatment of us as a board that last year we were all to-
gether, and her treatment of you, I resent with every drep of
honest blood I have in my veins.

Now, am I justified in the best interest of the cause
to set aside my feelings in the matter and invite her as my
guest? Feeling zs I do, is it quite the right thing to ask her?




I want you toe give me your candid epinien in the matter.
Would you, if she were going to Lexington as the guest of the
Lexington Club, invite her into your home? I will regard every-
thing you say as confidential.

I am enclesing the cerrespondence I referrsd to in my
last letter and also a clipping which the Woman's Suffrage

farty has gotten eut against us.

Affectionately yours,

2
/Zz;llj 2%%;. J2V594014A
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June 29, 1915,

Miss Laura Clayf
Lexington, Kentucky.

My dear Miss Clay:

The enclosed letter from Mrs. MeCormick to
Mrs., Valentine will show you the activity designed to spike
the usefulness of the Southern Conference in the South, I
enclose a copy of my letter to Mrs., Valentine, asking her permission
to go before the Board with the letter, It strikes me that the
the National “ssociation might do something else than to tear down
existing work. They have become nothing else but an association
to attack the Congressional Union, and certainly senile debility
and impotence are their only characteristics,

I note in the Headquarter Letter, which by the way
looks to me like an "Im Memorium of the Grand Army of te Republic"
that they slap at you in showing that your bill belongs to the
Federal Society of Washington, D.C. Why don't you work through
that committee in Waobinp on instead of this National committee?
You would lcad somewhere if you would throw the strength of your
influence around the poor little group in Washington, and I do not
believe the National “sgsociation has ehough judgment in it to-day
to take you anywhere,

Uive me some advice upon what to do, and whether
you would make public this attempt on Mrs, MeCormick's part,
if after submission to the Board, she persists in trying to orgsn-
ize a duplicate movement in the éouth. I think it is about as
dastardly a piece of work as I ever knew a suffragist to attempt
against anothers,

Very cordially yours,
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MRS. HELEN GARDINER, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
Washington, D. C.

NEW ORLEANS, LA JUI’IC 2‘”)’ 1th

Dear Members of the Official Board,
National American Woman Suffrage Association:

The action of the Supreme Court of the United States
in pronouncing the grandfather clause of the Southern States illegal,
is of dcup significance to suffragists all over the country.

South Carolina for twenty years, and Loulsiana for seventeen years,
and Lac pther states for a shorter period, have utilized this sub~-
terfuge of a grandfather cluuso and the Supreme Court never gave
an aGV(rqc duGlSlOﬂ, and an oplnlon on the Alabama test has been,
for many years,in abeyance by the Supreme Court, It therefore,
should lead our suffragists to consider why this decision has becn
finally made on the Maryland and Oklahoma cases, and that a
Louisiana man did not cven bring a dissenting opinion.

I claim for the Southern Confcrencec, WK its ope
and avowed dcclaration that,"if the Democratic Party did not go
on record in favor of votes for women', we would atta c“ the illc~
gal Constitutions of the South, as thc rcal rcason for the sudden
docision.

I thereforec, am writing ‘iu time to ask the
National Association to be very guarded how ey influence
southern work, If,twenty yecars ago, g ’1L1onﬁ1 Association had
bcen awake to the pOSulDllltlfs of the situation, it is probable
that woman suffragec would have becen incorporated in some pf the
Southern Constitutions. I statée this fact from my experience in
Louisiana, and the story of Mississippi. But I want to impress
at this time that the greatest caution should be employed in the
press material going out from the National headguarters. The
South will not stand for REPUBLICAN COERCION,and I therefore,
oﬁlleve that every bit of partisan newspaper comment should come
from the Southern headquarters and bear the Southern impress.
I believe that the National Association should make an announce=
ment to the effect that in this southern territory they are absg
lutely going to leave the policy to Southern suffragists. If we
adopt this plan then we will spike the guns of some of the anti-
suffrage organizations that are bobbing up their heads, It is




significant to me, that for the first time in the history
ouisiana anything like an effort in behalf of anti-~suffrage
was started by a woman from Boston, down in the sugar territory
went Progressive last year. am delighted that the fool

se this field; for I will link thils anti~suffragist’ 7it
with republicanism, if it proves advantageous, but w
to keep clear of, above all, is any suffrage ac ‘
be worked against us as a republican boomerange

T therefore, at this critical juncture

suffrage history suggest to the National Board the
some resolution in which they declare, they recommend
states that the line of least resistance will be found
State right activity, and that you even go so far as to publi
disclaim responsibility for any newspaper activity, which I
allow the enemies of woman suffrage to attribute

The possibilities for the South in the next year ar 10rmOuS

and while I credit to each individual worker the best intention
in the world, I must say that anj at ne ctivity at this
critical time will play into the ! v f the enen

I therefore pray the he National Association
will co=~operate with the Southe erence by influencing its

o

Southern members to be guided Dby advice This striking outb
] i i for Louisiana to
Lead the South in November.

If we do not succeed, 1t then
L effort to make 111y unconstitutional
mderstanding clause amendmen

goridally and fraternally,

Kate M. Gordec

Presi
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My dear Miss Clay:

I am returning by today's mail the clippings you so
kindly sent me from the Chicago conference. :

Do you know that I have never had a reply from
Mrs. Alton Clark, or Miss Shaw, to any one of the gquestions
asked in regard to that conference? It is evident that as far
as the officers are concerned, not one of them feels any respon-
gibility whatsoever to the individual members of the Association.

After consultation with some of our most interested suf-
fragists on the subject of lNrs. Medill McCormick and her steps to
take the initiative to secure southern women to duplicate our ef-
fort, I wrote her and asked whether this action of hers was upon
her own initiative, or whether she had the consent of the board.
Some three weeks have elapsed and she has not answered. In the
meanwhile, the National Publishing Company sends out, as a sample
of the National's new literature, Helen Gardner's "Which Way".
Evidently, with no grasp of what is meant, they send out this
literature of ours without ‘even by your leave., This looks to me
as though they are determined to try to come into our field of
work, 80 1 am now going to write a letter to the board and pre-
seht our case and ask whether they want publicity given to what
Mrs. Medill has done. I won't have to do anything if I just give
the facts of the case to the Congressional Union. They will just
whoop the matter and then a2ll I will have to do is tg write ,to
my frieand, Mr. Calloway, of the Nacon Tglegraph, and sic'im ‘on to
Mark Hanna's daughter wanting to run things in the South. Such a
lamentable lack of knowledge as Miss Shaw and the National show
towards the situation in the South is indeed astonishing.

I am really very, vVeryshopeful of Louisiana carrying if
the Constitutional Convention becomes a reality. However, even
if it is voted down, the financial and suffrage situation makes
a convention in the near future imperative. Would it not Dbe glo~
rious if we could go to the next National Convention with a great
big white state in the "Solid South"! Won't you and Mrs.Bennett
put your constitutional knowledge at work and examine the "under-
standing clause" of Mississippi as a subterfuge(not to allow the
negores to vote and yet let white men vote,) I have not a doubt
but what the "understanding clause" will be substituted for the
"gpandfather clause", and I want t0 be ready with all the neces-
sary arguments against it, unless it is extended to women, and I
want the opinion of our women naturally pro-suffrage to think out




any loop-hole which may be of advantage to us.

I am writing to
Catherine Waugh McCulloch for her opinion.

Affectionately,
7Y
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MRS. HELEN GARDINER, EW ORLEANS, LA.
Washington, D. C.

NEW ORLEANS, LA September 16, 1915,
My dear Miss Clay:

I am enclosing a clipping so that you may know what
Borah has to saye I am very discouraged over the national amendment
activity and the fact that unquestionably the liquor people are going
to use it for the undoing of the suffrage in the South, Their position
1s impregnable and it is what I have been trying to get our suffragists
in the south to offset, If we could have a "golid south",. a solid
suffrage south on record as standing for states rights suffrage we
could disarm theilr attack, but realize the posltion of Alabama when
they actually turn and support the National Association in a demand
for a national amendment, The activity of the National Association
against the Congressional Union is not in the spirit of advancing the
suffrage cause, but in the spirit to embarrass the Congressional Union,
I think the strongest evidence of cupldity of intention againgt us
is the June 15th Headquarters letter of the National American Woman
Suffrage Ass'ne In other words its object is to foel the South, while
its real purpose i1s to achieve as the“summum bonum bf all suffragists,
a national amendment, Borah expressss 1t so well that I enclose his
point of view, an extract from some of the Congressional Union's dope,

I really feel that the time has come when we will have
to have a parting of the ways, I really feel that it is particeps
criminis for the real suffrage cause to stand idly by and allow elther

" the C.U. or the National Association to delay the suffrage movement, and
play into the hands of our organized opposition., The only bright ray
in the suffrage situation to me in the South is the Louisiana situation,
While our Convention is postponed it only is a matter of a short time
and gives us a chance to do even better work than we were doing in our
whirl-wind campaign,

I have never raised a hand to get an opinion from the
southerners in Congress, who as suffragists supported the National
amendment. Do you think it would be ill-advised for me to write to
men like Sheppard, who supported the Mondell resolution and ask them
for their point of view? Jean was entertained by Senator Ransdell when
in Leke Providence a few weeks ago. He was one of the southern senators
that they made much of because he. supported the resolution, He told
Jennie, not for publication, that both Sheppard and hiémself voted to
show that they were southern men who believed absolutely in suffrage, bpt
that he was oppesed to suffrage in any other form than states rights,

Now as a matter of fact I believe he never would have voted for this
submlission, but that hg_at the request of Catholic influence ,submitted

8 national amendment regulaﬂbdivonﬁe, and with a national amendment
for divoree he could not consistently wage hls states rights convictions,




This is the position that Hobson occupies for the national liquer )
amendment, They all feel that it will never be an issue, and here |
we southerners are standing back and allowing these national suffragists|
to wiéld a stick that cammot bring results and yet cripple us in :
securing our state work.

I have had no reply from the National Board although
it 1s a month since I submitted my question whether they supported
Mrs. Medaill MecCormick in trying to duplicate the work of the southern
organization, ~Miss Shaw's inane reply,injecting another issue altogether
is taking fruit in the activity that the Congressional Committee 1is
now advertising, that they will proceed to get planks in both the
national platforms. They do not know that down in my heart I am rather
pleased at this. They gre hoping to spike my guns, but I wi make it A
tunn to my account in form qualify,2national plank %the
democratic party. Miss Shaw used her eloquence, that exténded
gsouthern trip to talk to these unthinking, unknowing southern suffragists
upon the national amendment being the line of least resistance, but she
will get that back with a boomerang before many months are over,

1
;
\
E
|

Mrs, Valentine was communicated with te sound the
allegiance of the southern stateses I think Mrs. Valentine was very
fearful of trouble, and expressed herself as almost dreading the hold-
ing of the Convention in Richmonde. She also wrote saying something
about hoping Mrs. Belmont would not be prominent as she had so ildenti=-
fied herself with the C.U., and in the minds of the public was supposed
to be interested in negre suffrage. I wrote Mrs, Valentine and teld
her that I did not wish her to feel that because an invitation had been
extended and accepted she had to be bound by the invitation., That ig}
she had any doubts of the wisdom of holding Bhe Conference in Richmond
to let me know at once, That so far as Mrs., “elmont was concerned I
certainly intended to extend her an invitation as we would not have had
a Southern Conference but for her generesity. A generosity that never
presumed to dictate, That 1f she felt her presence would injure the
cause in Virginia, that now was the time to say so and we were good
enough friends to understand one another, and to call off the Conference
at once, I was glad to et an immediate reply from her saying, thati
not at all, she wanted the Conference , that she believed it would
do good, and she could absolutely see my point of view, Now I want to
go to work and make that Conference a record maker, but Kate Gordon,
President of the Southern Conference is going teo take an unquestionable \
gtand and express witheout any varnish her opinion of the political \
sagacity of women living in a ene party territory, who antagonize every
traditien of the party through which they must get their enfranchlse-

ment .

Read Mrs. McCulloch's letter and return it without
fail. Have you thought out anything that might be of service? Un-
questionably the Understanding clause will be the substitute in Louisiana
for the grandfather clauses, Will you briefly express to %p is
the difference &fithe point of view you take on the fedeea fglation
and that taken by Mrs. Bemnette %l
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This is a long letter but I just had/to get off some
steames I had a beautiful letter from Mrs. Harrigsen; expressing her
sympathy with my suffrage viewpoint, I am going to write to Borah
and ask for a donation to the cause.

Love for yourself and sisterse.

Affectionately,
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My dear
The Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference will hold

et

" its Second Annual Convention in Richmond, Va., December 11~13.
These dates have been chosen just prior to the National Convention
) in order that the southern delegates en route, may avail themselves
v of the same opportunity Chattanooga afforded last year with so much
! profit to themselves and to the Cause,

Probably never before In the history of the movement has
1t been more necessary for suffragists to take counsel with one
another, The furious activity of the National for a Federal Amendm
ment out of all gsense of proportion to its value for profit threatens
seriously in my opinion (if we are not careful) to delay the movement
in the south, This would not be so serious could 1t advance the
cause 1n other sections,; but the ratification of the amendment absow
lutely requires the consent of the south, and judging from the expew
riences of the past this will be impossible of achievement.

It is very evident that some of our southern workers are
«. under the impression that they can use the National Amendment as a
ji=form of threat, but the most superficial study of the situation will
show how hopeless 1s this assumption, Southern suffragists have but
one source of deliverance == the Democratic Party. We cannot run
rough~shod over their traditions, ignorc the political advantages
of an opposition, and then expect them to deliver the goods to a
voteless constituency., Our first step should be to make an earnest
appeal for "Votes for Women" on a states rights basis, as a plank in
the next National Democratic platform. We nced a united stand to
that end before the next National Democratic Convention in June.

north and west ignoring the legality of the subterfuges employed to
defeat the purposes of the 1lbth Amendment, in those states where
white supremacy would be imperilled were its provisions enforced,

We e¢an, as southern women, point out the injustice and inconsistency
of the south blocking an amendment which means so mueh to the women
of other sections, and while accepting this protection doing nothing
for the women of their own sections. The only threat we e¢an employ
is to point out that upon the Democratic Party must rest the responw
sibility, i1f we southern women are led to appeal to those states to
withdraw their protections It 1s a tremendous weapon properly
wiolded, but will come with ill~grace from states committed to a

National Amendment pollcys
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The object of the Southern Stateg Woman Suffrage Confercnce
1s to avail oursgelves of this opportunity. A solid south can make
i?s demand felt, It is very evident, hewever, that our state asso=
ciations, not having access to public opinion as cxpressed in our
southern papers, are unfamiliar with the effort that is being made
by the enemics of woman suffrage to spike our guns with this National
Amendment agitation. The negro organ, "The Crigis", dedicated to
negro uplift, is exploiting it with the Grandfather Clause as "yital~
izing the 15th Amendment'". I would not be in the least surprised 1f |
the Liguor enemies were using this prejudiced channel for our undoinge
We scuthern suffragists who have assumed the responsibility of leadm=
ing the movement in our. respective states have no right to imperil
the movement in the south, at least without careful study and delib-
eration of the siltuation, historically and politically,

We gather from newspaper interviews that many of our women
are laboring seriously under a misapprehension of what the Federal
Amendment can accomplishe. Likewise the Shafroth Amendment is being
oxploited as a state right measure, Our Conference proposes 1o
devote several hours to a complete discussion of the entire situation
and I think cvery southern organization, state and local, should
have its officlal representatives present., Will your 8tate Associa=
tion, 1f not alrecady a member of the Conference, join us? State
membership $5,80 with 5 representatives; locals, $2,00 with 2 repre=
sentatives, : -

FINANGIAL: One requires no convincing to realize that the .
need of the suffrage work in the south is financial., I, therefore,
am planning to present at the Convention several schemes for raising
money., I believe that a newspaper with all material furnished by the
Southern Conference, ahd projected along systematic lines for securing
advertisements and subscribers can be made, with a minimum of effort,
t0 net to every state scveral thousand dollars, and contribute suffis=
ciently to sccure the funds to have representatives from every southm
orn state at the next Democratic Convention, which will probably be
held from present indications in Dallas, Texas,

I would appreciate very much a list of your local leagues,
and where possible a list of the individual members, in order that I
may send copies of the NEW SOUTHERN CITIZEN for their considerationy

LEGISLATORS: Will each state organization take under con-
gideration the advisability of subscribing to the NEW SOUTHERN
CITIZEN for their legislators? This willl convey the fact that there
is a southern organizaticn publishing a magazine advocating the
states rights suffrage, and will be a tremendous influence in off=~setw~
ting the evil effects that are being cultivated by our enemies that
southern suffragists are standing for a Natienal Amendments We
could probably afford to send these Legislators copies for 40 ¢ a
subseription, As the southern legislaturss average about 150 members,
this would mean a matter of $60.00 per year, or $5,00 per month, The
magazine is being appreciated wherever it is read, and I believe no
sum of money could be so well expended as in this form of Llterature
t0 the men who will settle the question for us,

Earnestly hoping for an early reply to this letter, I am
Very cordially,

Rate M, Gordon.
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I think an address upon "Constructive Peace" admirable
for our social service

program, and can allot you twenty-five to

Join me in Raleigh, for

National.

nat just prior to receiving your letter a

request came from Miss Reilly to know the Halinan story and I

sent her all

of Mr. Blackwell,

force his

prohibitionists "cranks®.
cle to appear in print, but vhen it appears over his
is inexcusable.

licity agent, it

asked for it s publication,
the Board.
Boyer and myself, but

protest to
signed by both Mrs.

style of the National Board,

l.was glad to hear that MNrs.
elected president of the Kentucky Equal
see a Clay retained at the head of Kentucky's suffrage work.

like to

the clippings. I cannot
meke such an unwarranted attack upon dear old MNr.
he called a "perfect nuisance®.
over the name of Hal inan,
article in the Washington Herald,
calling him a "perfect
isms and oddities upon people,

imagl ne that anyone would
Blackwell, whom
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in which occurred this criticism
nuisance" in trying to

and winds up by cz2l ling

It certainly was an ill-advised arti-
name, as pub-
I wrote a letter to the paper and
as did Mrs. Boyer, and I then wrote a

I have received no reply tot he protest,

as that seems to be the

I suppose there is no redress.
Smith, your niece, was
Suffrage Association. 1

What do you think of the Shafroth Amendment going by the

Board?

Think of disrupting the society and then for it not to have

enough on its own merits to be kept as a working force for the As-

sociation.

In haste,

Cordially yours,




SOUTHERN

MRS. O. F. ELLINGTON, Rec. Sec’y,
721 W. Morkham 8t., Little Rock, Ark.

MRS. JOHN B. PARKER, Cor. Sec’y,
1520 Audubon 8t., New Orleans La.

MRS. H. B. BARTLETT, Treasurer,
155 Audubon Bculovmd New Orleans, La.

IDA PORTER-BOYER, Executive Sec’y,
819 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La.

ram from
about

allow any red ta
to interfere in

Elections Bill.

if you deem it
formed, and if
be authorizec
have Mrs. Stoner
a chairman, be
of detail work,

now

10

on

cause

-

suffrage k
very bad at
agonizing as have
I doubt
this

ame

te push
federal

urt Cwu. i
ts, empod
accer

ndment
have
cra
and
1 can

uating its

wan ted information
point that you made
by bringing this
aeﬂocrdts to see the

regular
making

the app

democrat

=3

Do you not think the
Directof of
address,

the Managing
partiicularly as my
e

AT TN
NE JO \J.A. HERN 2L LATUN

way

making
edge,

timess

very
bill. 1:
does give

do this without
resolution was so0 hea
for
about Ta
kind of

set of lette
bie -a
garance O0f your

STATES WOMAN SUFFRAGE CONFERENCE

KATE M. GORDON, President,
1800 Prytania St., New Orleans, La.

LAURA CLAY, Vice-President at Large,
Lexington, Ky.

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS.

MRS. OLIVER H. P. BELMONT,
New York City.

MISS MARY JOHNSTON,
Warm Springs, Va.

MRS. HELEN GARDINER,
Washington, D. C.

NEw ORLEANS, LA,

A
LU

has been
g
i

me
reportin
with push

sent
back to

ng work on

the

Committee of the

pe rmanen t CumNthﬁe

Gordon
et as
owils
admirab
etce,

Kate

a 0um‘1tt=e to ¢

but my ad ce to y
while Mrs. is
mwoo1numelts, etce,
and indeed, st
I mean in the way of

seen on several occasionss

t ne

(=7

think are all very

republicans a

they
the
nd to write le
verj dlﬂ 1fa
support by t
the consent of
rtily endorsed.
some democratic
ft's policy
presure from saveral
advantage of the situation.
rs to be written from the
ppeal. This, of course,
blldl: 3n the SO UL H T

a2 personal

ed way the
Southern
mny

In writing
sources,

h e
ne

NEW

enclased copy of
Comme rcial
&rs in

Southern
wvhich appe

such

the
t he

was awful hot suffrage

Decem

authorize
the exe

Chapter in

rictly entre-nous
answering

much whether the Nati onal

pro-re

great

tter to
advantages
Conference.
officers,

I wrote

of delay,
sides

t he

next

AUDITORS.

MRS. C. E. ELLICOTT,
107 Brown Arcade, Baltimore, Md.

MRS. D. P. MONTAGUE,
Chattanooga, Tenn.

HEADQUARTERS:
417 Camp
NEW ORLEANS, LA,

am

he 305 A9 Be

you not to
comnittee

£ o
nited S5t

cut ive

t he tates

out hern Conference,
should be

n Wac:chington
0f course
Mrs. Abrahams
all kinds
‘uo]atolx has
her judgmen
back an~-

LoF
0D

by.

ha ve

and

Association is
n, and

advantage.

going

O Sy W By
puniica

all the demo-
of fthisi -bill.
¥ feel that
inasmuch as the
to the friend, who
and made the
and I believe that
we can rouse the
I will institute

several states,

ave to follow

ZEN

letter from
ress significant,
issue of the

»ong




I am going to write to him to know exactly to what extent they
intend to make it a part of their active program,

Now about copies of the Electi Bi I can have a cer-
tain number struci off from copy in the HEW SOUTHERN CITIZEN, and
have it bear the title of the Southerm Conference, if you think this
is the best form under which to send it out to the de¢mocratic con-
gressmen, but if you would prefer to have it go out as you have
prepared it, them I want about four hundred copies immediately.
rather lean, however, to it bearing the title of the Conference,
because they all know now that we are pro states rights.

As my telegram indicated, I think Vardaman and Abercrombie
would make a fineteam. I say Vardaman because his endorsement 0f
the bill would show that there was no "nigger-in-the-wood-pile" to
use an expressive vulgarism. Be posi tively deecided, t ask him,
Lhowever, I 'would take counsel witl 8 true and tried like Owens
and Shafroth, as to the wisdom of it. My idea would be after bill
is introduced with a good margin of time given, in order that we eould
rouse the states to bring action upon their representatives, that
we should ask for a hearing just as the Nationals have asked for
hearing® on the national amendment, and to have a goodly number of
representatives from the states collect and speak in behalf of the
pill. To tell you the truth 1 wish it could be made to appear like
5 southern measure for the psychology of the situation.

We are busy writing teo all of the newspapers in West
Virginia, the total is about 200, and we are going to ask whether
they will use our material if sent toO them, but we do not want to
waste stamps and time if they &re not willing to use it.

Will you ask Mrs. Stoner to send me a copy of this year's
Congressional Directory. There have been a2 great many changes, ani
I xnow she is:able t® get them,

h best wishes for the New Year to you and Mrs. Ha

Very cordially,

o
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The Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference will hold its ;
1la, December 11~13;,

Aanual convention in the city of Richmond, Virgi
3 < i y
In the Jefferscn Hotel

Tor the first time in the histery of the suffrage movement,
its inception in the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, there
woman suffrage organization in every mouthern state;

(2 oke

ks of this suffrage chain having been forged by re-~orga

ion during the current year in Arkansas, North and South Car olings

In tweave of the United Stakes the voices of women asking that
the political. liberty so liberally extended to aliens, ex~slaves and
3iang, be extended to them have been heeded, and in thosagueBLe

7 whough no further increase occurs in the number of the suffrage
states that form the true map of the republic, the opinions of four-
million women will influence the electoral vote which decides who
shall be the next President of the United States.

The south has been charged as slow in coming into its own on the
treat moral issue of woman suffrage, Particularly is this the case
when it is realized what pioneer of pioneers were the Grimke sisters
of South Carolina, and that Kentucky holds the palm for ther firstioXm
tension of any form of woman suffrage in the United States, when in
1838 she granted to widowed mothers with children of school age the
right to vote in school electiaons,

In this connection, 1t is well to remember that the south has
come through one of the greatest cconomic reconstructions that the
world has ever witnessed while confronted with the necessity For &
political readjustment which called for courage, sacrifice and patzi~
otism of the highest order, It is well, therefore, for our southern
women in awakening public sentiment to the degradation of their dis-
franchisement to take cognizance of the histordical aspect of the case,

To . the southern suffragists chafing under the irritation and dils=
sppointment of their state legislatures refusing their first appeals

for submission, and turning in resentment to a National Amendment for
relief, we point to the women of Iowa who have achieved a Constitu-
tional submission, after forty years of effort; t0 the women of
Massachusetts who are reaping the harvest of the seed sown seventy~
five years ago by Lucy Stone for equality of opportunities; to the
ceaseless uninterrupted effortsof years which characterize the history
of Constitutiohal submission in the states we regard as liberal on

our questions

T0 the suffragists of other sections chafing under their long de~
ferred rights of citizenship and now turning to a National Amendment
to compel relief, we point to the folly of dgnoring historical tradi-~
tions by riding roughshod qQver the principles and prejudices of the
states that hold the balance of power,

Wever probably in the history of the suffrage movement has there
been a greater need for wisdom, counsel and forebearance on the part
of friends of the Cause, In this spirit the Sputhern States Woman
Suffrage Conference extends an invitation to all state rights. siffra-
gists to join in a demand upon the Democratic Party, in control in
the South; to  live up to the party principte of state right suffrage,
and by its indorsement and support remove the stigma of didfranchise~

ment from the women of the South.

Kate M« Gordon

Laura Clay

Alice Ellington
Hattie Rowland Parker
Mary S. Bartlett,

Ida Porter-Boyer.




