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Richmond,
July 25%th, I9I8,
My dear Miss Gordon;=
Your letter ard enclosures of July 2o0'th
is at haxnd.

Yes, I would sign a letter from the officers of the Sown
iomam Suffrage Confersmce to Congress , asking their endoremt
of a resolutiorn of the temor of that which you enclose.

1 received a latter from lMrs.Boyer a few days age, in
whicg she doas mot give much emcoursgemert to the hope of seu -
curimg her for the Louisiana campaigs. However, she may do »
for you.

I am enclsing my check for two hundred dollars, to be used
for the cempaigm accordimg to your judgment. $x5.03 are frarthe
imcoms from the Laura Bruce legacy; the rest from me. I am glosing
& receipt for the Bruce fumd, as I keep a careful record of that.
Please sign it and retura.

Please let me kmow if you have to pay exXchange on individual

chscks. It is more comvemient for me to ssnd my own check, b -

cause I so0 seldom go to towm. But I cam always get & N.Y.drafithout

eXpense .
Give my love to your sisters. Let me hear how you come
You can depend upom me to do all I cam %o help.

Very cordially yours,







FETE

Mrs. Geo. Wesley Smith,
15t Wice-President, Rapville

Mrs. James €. Waoten,

2nd Wice-President, Monroe

Mrs. Houis Fackenios,
3rd Vice-President, Alexandria

Miss Lois Janvier, Rec. Hec'y
1445 Webster $t., New Ovleans

$

4

Wonisiana State Sﬁffrage

Miss Jean M. Gordon, President
No. 1800 Prptania St
New Orleans

suoctation

Mrs. R. M. Carrutly, Cor. Fec'y
New Roads

Mrs. Clavence Ring, Treasurer
1029 Dalzell Ht., Shreveport

Mrs, M. B, Bawless, Auditor
Garden Tity

Mrs. D. €. Scarhorough

Natchitoches







Richmond, Xentucky.

July - 6th, 1918.
oMy dear Miss Gordon,

I did not telegraph you, as you suggest, about
uging my nams, because I am not quite clear on some =oints of your
program. and because I think you will weaken your position by telling
Mrs.Catt what you hear ahout Ramnsdell. She will only bring stronger
pressure upon him from her side. Again, I want to tell you of some
thoughts which have occurrsd to me since Senf§Overman said there aras
4000 000 Garman spiss in this country. I am baginning to beliave it
would he a step dangerous to our country to enfranchise two thirds of
women by Federal Amandment, totally inaxperienced in politics and sm
subject to the subtle propaganda of organized and subsidized Germens.
I have a long tims been convinced that the demand for & Faderal A-
mendment was not a single~heartad desira for woman suffrage. It is =
obviously not working on the lines of least resistance, =specially

aftar the daclarations of the dominant parties. I have thought

taking it up so strenmously by the N.A.W.S.A . was a contagion from

the phenomanal success of the Congressional Union. Then I 8lso be-
lieved that lMrs.Catt and othars are ardantly Fsderalists or belisv-
ars in & gresatar centralization of our government. I also heliave

thars ars many who ara just Republicagis. and know the grrnater advan-

-

tags will go to the Republican party; and who would also be glad to
See the Fiftasnth: -Amendmant vitalized, as you have so forcibly said.
Yet all thess motives did not wholly explain the tremendous s

swaap of the demand. Has it occurrad to you that there is a coinci-
dence in the Congressional Union taking up militant methods when

the "nglish militants, for patriotic reasons, dropped it in "ngland?

o

Has it occurrsd to you that thers ssams soms connection betwesn Frau
"Schwimmar's visit to this country evan befors the entry of the U.S.

into the war, now that she is known to have bean in collusion wit
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I do not think thaesgae 288008 naad
Bermatoff? Is it true, as the Antia’ sRTAY VR QS thhd Drsd 8Tl Ol PEn
€ 20 counsel with tham as vou may ) .
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*Ve that eithar thev or Mrs.Catt i 1
BR85S to suffrage? In short, is 18 1o chei Binelistiatl paerfeinans Jre

at Amandmant,
intarasted in that Amendmsnt for the purpose of strangthéming the
chancas of a German psacs by the influence of a majority of polit-
jically inexpsrienced womem, Who heve had mo political sducation by a
state campaign, who might he influanced by the propaganda of Germans
organized for the purpose? Haye thay overlooked the point I made
that the Fed.Amend. would put women in a diffarant political group
white men, and would to that dagree take them out of the influ-
of menm who hed mors political expsrience than themselvas?
I am sware that thase thoughts may seem chimerical, for I am
the leaders of the suffragists are truly patriotic. But I do
know that most women are igmnorant of po;itics, and the real trend of
Soma po;itica; actions; and now that we know the Germans have been
working for ysars om our psople and ars still doing it, I am influ-
enced by these thoughts, and I am mot willinmg for my name to be con-
nacted with the Congrassional Unionists in any way; for I think they
ara the originators of the grmat impatus which has been given in the
last faw years to the Amandmant, and if there are any doubtful loy-
alists they ars to be found primarily in that group. There are cer-
faizmly some coincidences in their uprising, and their course since,
I do not think thesa raasons nead pravent you individually taking
sucgh counsel with them as you may think advisable. But I do net be
liave that sithear they or lrs.Catt will be daterrsd from going om
with that Amendment, lMrs.Catt may be futmad to some other method onl
when she is convimcaed this is hopsless.
How cpuld"alatstes submit state amendmants at this year's Con-
grassional alactions”. Do you mean that thay should recormend
them?. for that. I think. is 211 that could he done in Ky.

The papars state that Touisiana's amsndment is to ha sumit-




ted in the fall of this ymar- I9I8. Is that true? If so, how could
vou get Mrs.Boyar to help. as she is now engaged in Michigan? If, ko
howavaer, you amandmsnt is to he submitted in I9I9 I heartily sp-

4.

prove of sacuring lrs.Boyer for that time. I could not guarantee
har salary; but I cam promiss to help with a substantial contri-
bution.

I cannot accept you invitation to go with you to Georgia. Just

now is & veary husy time for farmers; and my leaving home would mean

8 consideral finmamcial loss, while I think the money I could make
and give to the cause would ha worth more than my prasence. You may
count upo n me to ho;d up your has 21l I can.

Love to your sistsrs: and with much 4o yourself, I am

Cordially yours,

Write me particulars of your campaign when vou have decixded
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July 3, 1918

iy dear lirs. Catt:

I received your letter returning the Anti Literature and regret
that you have been reported correctly for it is caelculated to

do great harm in the south and one cannot help but feel that the
Anti's are justified in turning it %o good account, However if

it makes you appreciaste that conditions and specches that are ace
ceptable in Hew York and other states might be harmful to other
ssctions the loss may yet be our gain, I note that you sesm to
appreciate that there might be some hazards for the Federal Amend
ment a fact which last January you did not recognize at all.

When you wrote me as you did at that time the letter that you did
I resented so bitterly your unwarranted attack that I determined

t0o never voluntarily initiate any correspondences with yon. Bow-

ever I feel if there is anything I know or may 40 to get the suf-

frage I am not jJjustified in taking such & position, I therefore

am writing to submit two points of business.

in ia.
Phe first is that in the coming campaign the Nationzl stay out
of the State and contribute no money or literature , 1 believe
we can carryry the state and in faet the only thinmg I believe that
could defeat us wonld be if the ldea got abrad that the women
would retify he federal amendment., It is the play of the liguor
pepdde and if do come in you will play the roll of ally with the
the liguor in the same way that we have charged the women antls.

The second point I want t0 make 1s to ssk just how essential to
submission Ransdell's vote is7 whether his withdrawel would Jeopar
dize the situation., I understand some of the biggest men in the
state have written him on the moral right £ voting to revive the
ragce issue, and feeling is running high and will run higher as the
people awaken to the significance of the Federsl Amendment.I would
not be in the least surprised to see him give you the go by plead~
ing the mandate of his constitueney. Of course I do mnot believe
thore will ever be snother Federal imendment dealing with the sufe
frage but I do believe the agitation has been superd in advancing
the Cause. I am therefore writiang to ask you whether you would join
the Southern Conference &and with the Woman's Party form & compro-
mise that might achieve the enfranchisement of the women of the
United States ss effectively as the Federal /imendment 1If it could
be put over, If you are willing fo take the proposition under con-
sideration I will be glad to submit it.

; Very truly
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Miss Lois Jannier, Rer. Sec'y ; ﬁlﬁ&gghk‘;]imfhﬂwuglb Amdifor
1445 Webster $t., New Ocleans Campaign Headquarters ST
428 Vemp »~t.

Mrs. Louis FWackenios,
3rd Hice-President, Alexandria

ke

My dear Miss Clay:

I thought our Call and Platform might interest you. I am going

to make our pletform  loyslty to the National Platform the theme
of our campaign.

I am expecting tmxkax the submission of the Federal Amendment
as soon &s Congress resssembles and I note the Benators are asked
to be back for Monday. I cannot believe that Wilson is playing
anything else than politics and I deplore the way he has gone and
injected himself into state campaigns. He certainly put sny other

cendidate against Ransdell out of the running.

On Sunday down in the Third Distriet the three candidates for

the Senatorship meet on a joint platform to discuss their msx#ix
‘&mey qualifications for the senate. The management with the con-
sent of the Candidates have given us thirty minute of the time and
I hope I may put in a good stroke for the men to take no chances
for a Federal Amendment.

Very cordially

Kate ¥ Gordon.
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CALL, S

Wrs, James €. Wooten,
2ud Wire-President, Monvae

Men of Louisiana our State ie on trial before the bar of public op LI
and the verdict will be rendered by your vote on November 5, The
question at issue will the men of Louisiana vote to remove the
opinions ( a vote is an opinion) of their women from being rated withe
idiots, insane and criminals, who constitute with women the disfran-
chised classes, Or, will we have to bow our heads in shame whilc men.
from other states remove this injustice by a National Woman Suffrag?

Amendmente.

Woman suffrage is no longer a theory to be debated but an issuc to
be met. Government by Consert is fundemental Democracy and national
honor demands when men are dying to establish democracy abroad that
women shall not be denied democracy at home, Economic justice also
demands that women as wage earners be granted the protection of the
ballote. :

The ratification of the State Amendment to enable women to vote in
Louisiana will vindicate the spirit and sacrifices of the men who 1in
the dark days of Reconstruction fought and died to maintain white
supremacy. A votc against the State Amendment Nov. 5 discredits thess
patriots. Justifics and Vitalizes the 15th Amendment,.

We urge on our people & realization of the issue.at stake., State:
Sovereignty the basic principle upon which our governmcnt was rati-
fied will be destroyed in the event of a National Woman Suffrage
Amerment being submitteéd and ratified and Centralization in govern-
ment substituted. The autocratic ideal of Hamilton supplant the
democratic ideal of Jefferson.

Women of Iouisiana , we call on you whether suffragists or not .to
recognize woman suffrage as INEVITABLE and the issue now one of
methods., We ask all women to joln us in our appeal to the men of
louisiaha to confer our citizenship upon us by state enactment and
not as with the negroes have it come through 2 national mandatiec.a

Let suffragists and Anti-suffragists and the great body of women who
have not expressed themselves rally to preserve self~-governmént for
the state as we attain sclf-govermment for the individuale

OUR PLATFORM.

AN APPEAL TO THE MEN OF LOUILSIANA FOR LOYALTY TO THE PLATFORM OF THL
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN I916,WHICH :ECOMMENDED "HE EXTENSION
OF SUFFRAGE TO TEE WOMEN OF THE COUNTEY BY THE STATES UPON THE SAME
TEEMS AS MEN".
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dear lMiss
rted half a dozen ti
press my & of your extra gemnerosity to
in sending .t additional $bo to Louisiana, and I
my very s;»-.‘rx_une view of the situation is not based
false estimate of conditions. How : as I want
in touch with what is goi 3
votmﬂt' n of Louisiana,
been ly opposed to woman suffrag ] ‘act, he was
of the few among our Louisiana ¢ s that
the National plank. About five weeks a Jean and M Doug =
las called upon him to ask what would be the attitude of the
paper he controls, and to ask for space. He bellowed like a
bull at them, and said the paper had thrown out a hint, when
mended primary ut:roue, and to that he would have
su*-uort. He wa (1 ed us to go to the special session of
gislature, called to re submit the pro wllU;C;On amendment
) ONE sui‘frage t.i;gaxld consi e"ed. and the white
primary e ndment s ubfR4 MY The Govern advised a
and s i vag done, You can therefor imagine
prise, when I was called up by Ewing's sister= in-la W,
week, W said the Colonel said I knew more about suffr
than any woman in the South, and that my position on the
Federal a mendment was superb, etc. etcsy, and that if the fac=
tions of women suffragists would get together in the State,
and sink their differ that he would throw his two pa=
to ‘the support of the amendment,

Now, of course, thi i ad "oo);_.»;-.;—cock.
Yational Committeeman, I think > 1 :

i's orders, and the thing for us t d is to l 3t him down

The secretary of the Democrati S5t at entra Committee

me when he called at the office th he d hat in a
very short time he would have something 1 1 and I am
i reting that to mean that the Democrat Central

nittee will go on record for the amendmen hat simply
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RicHmond, Fentuckye.
Oct.2nd, 1918,
My dear Miss Gordon, =
Yours of Sept.26th with enclosures is re®
ceived. Do not evar apologize for a long lattar; for I am 1ike
wou, I need some sympathetic persox with whom to exchange Views.

I have not answarad your 1atter at ‘once, becmuse I dotormnd to
weit ti11l the votae in the Senafe. But now that the S.B3.Anthoy amend-

ment has had this daecisive bac¥sat, I havae much to say.

In the first place, pPlease considar that my offer of fiw
hundred dollars for the Louisiana campaign still stands. If pu
should find that you naeed it, write or talegraph me. and I will
send it promptye.

1 &m rejoiced that you intend 40 kaep the Southsrn Confar-
encea to the front. If you win in Touisiana the Conference's
policy will racnive mach mora Trespactful attnetion, esSpecial=
ly now that hopes set on the Fad.Amend. are disappointed.

I suppose you studisd carefully Pra,llilson's last appeal
to the Senate. I note that he says he needs the counsel of weom=
en in the sattlemant of the rinal issues of the war. I do not
think ths argument is good for the Fad.Amende., Seeing that we
alr~ady have twelve gtatrs with full suffrage, including the gmat
sast~rn state of N.York, and the graat wastern state of Califir -
nia. The women of these two states ars as capable of ropresant ing
women's viaws as any in the country. If Pres.Vilson(s argumek
means anything it means that he intands to utilize women "' SxsHzR &S
sarvices and advice as much as their p6litical status will adbt,

I beliava you could make & point in your campaign by pointing
out that in that cese fthe women of ths oast and the wast will
have a voica; but that the gouth will not have adequate TepTre=
a~ntation unless Louisisna wins suffrage now. With her great
reprasantativa city, as wall as her truly southern state senti -
mant, it may be of very graat importance to have some typical
southarn state with anfrenchis~d women in this historic pariod.
ihatever Servica you want of me to set forward the work of ta
aoutharn Confaranca, plaase expect I will do as far as 1 am ablae.

Again, if Pres.Viilson is consistent in his wish for the en-
franchisament of women, 8s & War measurae. all the franchise
women need is the Fadaral Suffrage, as it is only the Nation-
al Congress and Prasidant who hava any voice in the questions
of peaca and war. I went to ¥mow what you think of tha policy
of again bringing up the United States Mlections Bill as part of the
nolicy of the Southern Conforance. 1 have not lost any of my faith
in that msasura; but I know it cannot be pushed furthar by the &ac-
tion maraly of an individual. If that could be passed, you kmow
that presidantial guffraga could easily be put through every s tate
legislature bafors the naxt prasid-ntial election.

I sm awere that my enthusiasm for that bill may have biimded
my judgment; and that many derogatory commants upon it may newnever
have raachad me which might have come to you. Therefore, I waht
your visws of it.

You remember I always told you that I thought some Congrasional
policy was necassary for the success of the fouthern Conferance ;
for ths women, and cartainly the politicians, will never conse b
to relinguish thae limelight of the Tational Capital and Congr: SS.

If thare is the slightest hope of the U.S."lections Bill pes-
sing the ordeal of its constitutionslity, certainly now all the
circumstancas are favorable for pushing it.

I have naver done anything about it gince that wintsr in Jash-
ington; but soon after the .oman Suffrage Committee was appointed
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S/l Bl 4H N £ /oV, :
Mr, Gamble has offered as a compromise to the Federal Woman

Suffrage Amendment, that the enforcement provision be left to the state
In this form he believes the woman suffragists could make common cause
and the federal amendment advocates ; not accepting could be held lia=
ble to the charge of political partisanship, As I see it the recoms=
mendation sacrifices the great fundamental principle involved--=the right
of self government for the state~~ to one of democratic party exnediencys

Granting for the sake of argument +that this recommendation re=
moves the racial objection, when federal interference is removed and mkat
state regulation substituteds But does it? The purpose of such recoms=
mendation 1is to defeat the I5th Amendment + and while such amendment
was passed to protect kkE negro men in their right of suffrage auto=-
matically it applies to women when states adopt woman suffrage., T0 my
lay reasoning its provisions would be egqually applicable if by nation=
al mandate disfranchisement of sex is forbidden, The I5th imendment x=
reads; The right of the citizens of the U.S to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race
color or previous condition of servitude,

The sympathy of the whole nation has been extonded to the south, in a
manner that has allowed substitutes and subterfuges to amend the pro=
visions of the Civil War Amendmments, but for the Democratic Party
for party advantage +to submit and ratify another federal suffrage
amendment with the purpose of defying the I5th Amendment would be
sowing the wind to reap the whirlwind of a righteous indignation,

i
We have rached that gperk point in the nation's history where we are con=
fronted with the fact that women are either fit to vote or they are not,
The right to determine this point is & state right clearly defined in
the first article of the U.S., Constitution, The only violation of
this principle was in the adoopntion of the fraud of the I4th and I5th Amend
ment s,
But no reasoning person would deny to the United States Government the
right to have its members chosen in conformity with the fundamental prin-
ciples of our government , which are Consent and the Right of Representa=-
tion, When states arbitrarily deny to women just participation in the
privileges of govermment , the remedy is not to be found in forcing
thro the action of other states an amendment violative of the great basie
principle of self government for the states, but by making the basis of
representation in Congress conform to the population in the state which
such state honors with renresentation, To illustrate; any state that
places no sex inhibition in the right to vote, the basis of representa=-
tion should be wupon the total population of such state, But any state
which places the word male in its constitution as a pre-requisite in
the right to vote , its representation should be upon the total male
population of such state.

Such an amendment would remove the stigma under which we now stand
charged as a nation, of being faithless to our own principles of govern=
ment. Any state which felt that it was placed at a disadvantage , holds
within its own power the remedy to increase 1its representation by strike-
ing out the word "male" in its constitution as a prerequisite to vote,
The Southern Conference will to this end asthe #nited seorvices of all
suffragists for the submission and ratification of the following amends=
ment.® The apportionment of representatives , shall be divided among the
several states according to their respective numbers, counting the
whole number of persons in each state, But when the right to

vote for Presidential Electors, Sena tors, and Representatives is
denied by any state to women , the basis of representation of

such state shall be in proportion to the male population of such

state." =
at g
e




There is conscientious objeetion Dby many to amending the
Constitution of the United States by any suffrage amendment, as des~
tructive of the whdle principle wupon which our government is founded
and also because reconsideration_of such action is practically ims=
possible, But no fair minded person could bP0ssibly objeet to the
United 3tates Government demanding that the representation of states
in the United States Congress be apportioned in such proportion
as the states apply to their population}the brinciples of the United
States,

Attention is barticularly direc the faet ' that this
recommendation is not based upon the vote co ln any state, States w
where men and women vote » upon the total vpopulation, Jtates where
only men vote on the total male Population, Further attention isg
directed that this amendment does not dictate to any state ' who
shall or shall not vote, but that in the election of representatives
to Congress and Presidential Blectors, representation of any state will
corregspond to the self determingtion of such state,
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New Orleans, La.Nov.,2,*918.

Miss Laura Clay,
Lexington, Xy,

Dear Miss Clay;-
I am enclosing our letter that we have sent
to most of the voters in the state, the situation is this. Mr.

Robt.Ewing,National Committee man hes—partrteowed in his two

o
news-papers ,come out for the amendment,not that he is fave

oring suffrage bduat in order to prevent Federal Amendment if
Possible.Martin Berhman, the mayor, ¢w supposed to control the
city machine is against us.It is reported that the I7&kward
bosgs have their instructions.

-1 BRave not lost my fsith that the amendment
will go through on Tuesday.,The Flu condition has been terri-~
ble.Will telegraph you just zs soon asg + know whether I am Att.
enfranchised woman or szill a disenfranchisgd womanwwith the
idiots and igsaneggg'Louisiana aontinuek a %ZZ&:i:::;,insteai

0f a democracy.I am just getting over the gripve,not the Flu

Affectioi;;?, % g’mﬁ’
gl o el a/w Uat v
St acke 5 coteas
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November Thirteenth,
Nineteen~Eighteen,

Miss Laura Clay,
kighmend, Kentucky.

My dear Miss Clay:

This letter should have been written to you
ago, but the uncertainty of conditions and stress
work made it impossible.

Phat Louisiana lost is perfectly incredible of
belief, with the political exigency what it was and the
National Committeeman, Bob Ewing, committed to put it
over. It is a defy from our contemptible o0ld Mayor
who has absolutely gone crazy in the conceit that cer-
tain successes, political and financial, have brought
him. Had it not been however for the Flu conditions
in the country, the state would have carried, and it
may be that he counted on giving the women the defy and
intemded for the state majoritises to cover him from the
ignominy and indignation that has been aroused. Only
five of the parishes failed to give a majority. OThis
morning we hear of one of the parishes that had been
counted against us, had called for a re~count and turned
in quite a handsome majority in our favor. We are awalt=-
ing the return of the Governor to see about having a re~
count of the city boxes, although I fear that we can not
g0 behind the returnse. '

We have called a mass meeting for Sunday the 24%h
to protest against the women of the state being disfran-
chised through the power of men who do not vote but

. are voged., We are going to work in a demonstration
that we hope will get into the Moving Pictures and dis=
credit the Mayor in every way that we can, We will
concentrate upon some poll~-tax activity, for I am very
much afraid that the light favorable vote in the city
was caused by the fact that so many of the men did not
have their 1916 and 1917 poll taxes paid, and we must

w prepare for the 1920 elaction by seeing that the
18 poll tames are paid before January lst.
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I did not learn until yesterday of Michigan
and South Dakota's vietory and the disappointing fate
of Oklahoma.

We have been so handicapped by the restrictions
on meetings that it has been impossible to get in
touch and take advantage of meeting together before
the fires of indignation burned& out.

I am just getting over my attack which though
not Flu was akin to it. Both Jean and myself are worn
out with the hard work and the handicapping conditions
of this campaign. Ths story from the women in the
country about deaths, sickness and the impassability
of roads really make our campaign a remarkable one.

Now inregard to the telegram I sent you; With
Peace ringing in our ears, I think it worth while to
try and get the Federal Amendment submitted if we could

ts teeth out; that is, remove the federal inter-

\yith the states, and I have determined to write

Senator Thomas and suggest it. We are going to have a
hard time to hold our women to the state suffrage idea,
even though I feel sure that the ratification of s
Federal Amendment will be very difficult. Candidly, I
am very much afraid that there is going to be a reaction
on all the good war regulations such as liquor and vice,
etcetera, I would have liked you to sign the letter,
but nevertheless I will send out a feeler in an unoffi~
cial letter to Senator Thomes, Thers is no knowing how
a suggestion of this kind may work. oQur Era Club has
determined to take a very pnositive stand on the States
Right principle and require that all persons who favor
a Federal Amendment % join the other body, The
Louisiana State Suffrage Association is seriously thinke
ing of withdrawing from the National Association, be~
cause that body is really no longer in sympathy with
state work and its whole aim and purpose is to force
& Federzl Amendment, and as such I do not think that
we should be a party to it any longer., Unless the

yapudhdasnatwihlsbionk theosubrishionthé a—suffrape—
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republicans will block the submission of a suffrage
amendment at this time in order that the democratic
party not be able to claim woman™s suffrage, a change
in the senate will no doubt bring about submission,

0f course, they will not take their seats until 191
and in the meantime I think it worth while to at least
fdel the ground upon amending the present dr%;t %£A4qg
the Susan B, Anthony amendment and work it in/gut of
gratitude for peace and the victory of democracy.

Can't you arrange to come south and pay us
a visit? I really and truly feel like I am stagnating
for one somebody with whom to discuss our questions,

Affectionately yours,




New Orleans, Dec. 31, 1918,

My dear N

I do not wish to let IYI8 close without a last word to you and
repeated thanks to you for your generous interest in Louisiana,
Then too there are some interesting developments that I want you
to know aboutscautioning secrecy until such time as is no

longer necessary,

Only Jean and I know that we are going to have a recount of the
New Orleans boxes in certain precincts, We have consulted

very eminent counsel and we are to proceed on a mandamus, as the
usual procedure thro the Grand Jury is a farce, Don Caffery
(son of Senator Caffery I think you will recall Sen C,as the
running mate with Buckuner of Ky on the Gold Democrat Platform ) is
one of our greatest lgwyers and a terror to thekring Ywith

Judge Robert Merr ® to conduct the fight, T€re are several
others in consultation but they are not publicly declaring
their connection, }ll advise it however and the service 1is
free, Think of it/ Now it is barely possible that we may
find irregularities sufficient to throw out &a number of the
precincts sufficient to offset the majority. And the sentiment
of indignation against the politicial machine in N.,0 1is such as
would orevent the ring making a fight should we be able to a=-
chieve our hearts desire,

Any rate we are going to make a test for the next fight. There is»
a special session of the Legislature to be held in the s»nring anot
the Governor has promised that he will have it again submitted,
It could not . come to a vote until April 1920 Dbut it would give ==
the proper time for & campaig and make an issue with the guke
election for Governor and lMembers of the Legislature,

I inclose aletter I received from lirs. Harper trying to get

me to influence Eddie Gay to vote for the Federal Amendment, He
made his campaign against a federal amendment and I believe he
will stand on his platform, Evidently suffragists have lost their
belief in the right of a constitumncy. In the meantime the Alice
Paul N.A crowd are carrying on ome activity in the form of a
petition to Gay to vote for subm1331on, The hopeful feature o0 O
the situation as I know it,is thst a doubt is created-in my mind_
that they only lack one vote else why concentrate on la, 7
You will note in my letter to lMrs. Harper I suggested that they~
amend the ' B I thought 1f T could pull the teeth rout of

the amendme w ould show the real animus of their enthusiasr

for woman

have not heard a word from

L):&eriLg if 8he can be |

achivitys v

b e 58 ons and a very
l¢rge number of taxes have been pnaid. In order for“men to vote
in 1920 they have to have I9I8 and I91I9 poll taxes paid, A
great many men forget or are indifferent and then when the cam-
paign is on and their interest aroused they are helpless.
Well here is a very hapyy Newyear for you and yours and that
Federal Amendment menace may be put to sleep,.

Affectionately,
Kate M. Gordon,
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