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smendment had passed the Lower House, but before it had passed the

Z(nner. called on the Legislatures of the various States to hold

special sessions,if necessary, %o ratify it.

Can't ee, my dear friend, the great change in public sen-
timent,c8specially in your section of the country? There is wvery
indiecation that the amendment will be ratifisd in btime for the women
of the entire United States to vote in the
1920. ¥at half of them would have been able
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Dallas, Texas. S inElon TRy,
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MRS. OLIVER H. P. BELMONT,
New York City

MARIE LOUISE COLLENS, Cor. Sec'y,
1309 General Pershing St., New Orleans, La.

HEADQUARTERS
NEW ORLEANS, LA.

June 5, I919

My dear Miss Clay:

The bléw has fallen and now to. defeat ratification i8 possible,
which is possible if we can ralse enough money for a netionszal
campaign, When w; say Ntl I mean 1in about twenty or twentyofive mxx
states in Congress
selected largely thro the sentiment of the opposition to the-
submission,

I to-day send to the Secretaries of State in the Union for a

of Legislators and will write a personal letter ., I will

try and get certain newspapers to recognize an opposition, We
must now appeal to the woman who is neither anti nor svffragist

not to be caught in the maelstrom .

I see that MTexas is to hold a special seséion in two weeks ., ¢

will ask for a hearinge. I intend to consecrate whatever strength

I may have to prevent this momstrous thing happening, I feel very
confident that if we could raise enough money to maintain a
committee in 20 states we could win, But it is a matter of at
least fifty thousand dollars aﬁd I douﬁt my ability to do- 1t

However I will try. I wish I could have the comfort that you
are having in your religeous acceptance of the situation., I feel
it is a triumph of ignorance, on th part of many who know not what
they do.

Yesterday we had to dine with us Mrs. Ellington and lliss Watkins
of Arkansas(one of the southern organizers of the Ntl) returning
from campaigaing in Pexas, Mrs., Ellington did the talking and
said in the Dallas District the things that were said and done and
the absolute apathy of the women was beyond belief, Miss Watkins
who was given the Beaumont HYist. was told by Mrs. Cunningham that
it was hopeless , yet it carried and raised all the money they
needed and a surplus. All were agreed +that the Prohibitionists
were against them and while I know this has always been their
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I am utterly miserable
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My dear Miss Clay;

I am inclosing the Congressional letter which while late for the

House may have some effect on the Senate , altho I think Wilson has
gotten in his deadly work, I think there is hardly a chance to pre
vent submission Dbut I doubt seriously. ratification, Whatever

hze ‘happened in France with the negro troops I think there has been a
terrible opposition awakened in their attitude to French whitewomen
and your racial argument I regard as little short of inspiration,

I want %0 congratulate you on your appeal. to:the Republican (Committee
and the results. It is a great pity you did not make that appeal to tthe
Legislature last year and Kentucky would I beliegg with the enfranch-
ised states, It is infamous the way the Ntl has tried to keep the states
from submitting the question,

I am writing Mrs. Stonmer to find out whether she can get a hearing for

me befor the Committee, in which case I will 80 to Washington, But I do

not think anything will keep it from submission, We must try and try to

prevent ratification,.
Affectionately,

Kate M. Gordon
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508 MAGAZINE STREET

NEwW ORLEANS, LA.
June 19, 1919

My dear Miss Clay:
I wonder if you will ever fully appreciate

what a comfort your letters have been with their splendid in-
formation and suggestion, What appalls me in the whole situa-
tion is the lack of understanding, Yesterday I had a letter
from Mrs. Boyer which gave me ﬂz.solar plexus blow and it was
in reference to your Blections K%Eh I certainly thought she
understood, I quote from her letter:"Was dismayed when I read
of Miss Clay's withdrawal from Kentucky suffrage ranks. I know
she acted from conscientious motives, but I cannot clearly under-
stand her championship of the U.,S. Blections Bill and such ex-
treme States Rights attitutde. The U. S Elections Bill would
have given Federal authorities certain supervision over state
elections and undoubtedly admitted mEmaxamExwameExn negro men an d
women to participate in Presidential and Congressional elections,
I confess I am a iiptle hazy , but my faith in and love for Miss
Clay 4s undaunte
When Mrs. Boyer c¢na make such a grievous error that your Bill
gave certain supervision over gtate elections and shows that she
does not know that the Federal Govermment now has supervision ove r
Federal suffrage if it chooses to exercise €I grow positively hope.
less to make people understand the cataclysm that threatens our
whole form of government,

Well I've called a meeting of women for tOmorrow who
are not suffragists and will propose a Defenders League to
secure fBirteen states to promise to postpone action until
after 1920 and in the meantime to organize the gSouth to give
state suffrage., I will try and get the financial wheels moving,

I had a nice letter from Governor Hobbgg of Tezas atating
he had no authority to give permission to me to address the Legis-~
lature but suggesting me to write at once to thé President of
the Senate and tne Speaker of the House, Which I have done, I
am writing to Arkansas for theff the same permission,

What is alarming me not a little is the attitude of the ¢
Catholic Churche It has always been such an opponent, to woman
suffrage and already it seems laying its plans against gixsxesxxz
a national divorce law, With the way the Senate has been catering
to the Irish vote in meddling with great Britain it would not sur-
prise me to see a religeous menace rise also to the surface.
I cannot but believe there is catholic intrigue 1in Ransdell's at-
titude. Anything else im unexplainable « We will soon have
Government by Knights of Columbus.

Affectionately,

Tt y gnm
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July 23, 1919

My dear Miss Clay:

Wish 4 hopeful to write about,

The democratic party has e der made up its mind to
move heaven and earth fo: as the republican party
owns the negro vots, The idea o Y Wilson making his ap=-
peal to the Georgia and Alabama gislatures "to save the demo-
créulc party.n The democratiec ¢ nas no more chance of
being returned ifeold party 1in exist ét gtl in 1520 ¢than
I have, I wrtoe as I told you to the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of the Texas egislature byt re-
ceived no answer, Wrote the Gov. of Ga, inclose his letter
I wrote asking for the privilege to address the lLegislators but
eceived no answer, Wrote Alabama Governor and had no reply.
Never had such discourtesy and the truth is that they do not
want to be committed to anything that might affect them with

the National situation, .

Arkansas will ratify next week unless the
race situation will make them go more cautiously, I am reading
carefully the leading negro papers . I learn a lot of white
news from their unbridled animosity to the south , and the
raceﬁ determination for their suffrage rights, In the mean-
while the animosity of the southern soldiers against the negrog
soldiers 1in France has reacted in favor of Germany. The
Kukiux are forming and any putting into e: of the recom-
mendations of these negro papers will reuulr in fearful Jloss
of life. I wish if any more assaulting of white women takes
place in Washington it will be the wife or daughters of some prom
inent politician, I personally wish it could be Mrs. Wilson er
Mrs. Ransdell for those two men are more responsible than any

others for the amendment, Apropos of negroes in one of these
papers I read O Lné t Mrs., Terrell of Washington having been
in attendancs at the international Jongress of women and havipg
had many of her suggestions adopted into recommendations. While
in 2aris thne clipping reports that Hiss Jeannette Rankin the fimsgt
woman-:elected-fo Chngress andalirss ~ferralli were rodhmmmates : and
she travelled in company with Mre. Louis Post, With white women
marrying them in France do you wonder that these poor fool nig~
gers think +there is going to be race equality for them at last.
I am sending to the Arkansas legislatros
an appeal to defer action until a regular session of the
Legislature may act. Knew 1t-will do —no good but It at least
shows some protest, I am hearts**k and weary of the whole thing,
but *LL fdght to the last 11t Want to write to mrs., Bennett,
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TIMES-PICAYUNE, THURSDAY, JULY 10, 1919,

'MISS KATE GORDON
INDICATES MENACE

|
i
!
|

' Makes Statement Regarding
Opposition to Anthony
Suffrage Amendment.

The following statement was made
| Wednesday by Miss Kate M, Gordon

regardmg the opposition to the consti-

tutional amendment for woman suf-
frage:

If anything further was needed to
show the menace of the Anthony fed-
eral suffrage amendment it has ‘heen
furnished by the ‘“Demoeratic Woman's
Wrath” as reported by The Times-Pic-
ayune’s Washington correspondent. The
wrath has descended because of Gov-
ernor Pleasant’s statesmanlike demand
for the Southern states to immediately
submit and ratify woman sutfrage
amendments and defeat ratificatinn of
the federal amendment, They prophesy
that any attempt for the South te pro-
tect itself “will result 'in harm taq the
South more widespread and more far-
reaching than anyone can now dorasee.”

Their ire is particularly aroused be-
cauge the governor has riveteq the at-
tention of the whole country on the
South and the fact that the fourteenth
and fifteenth amendments are “scraps
of paper.”! They admit that “justifi-

. able subterfuges’” have made tiese
amendments of no avail, but the moral
right to apply the same questionable
methods to an amendment legally rati-
fied as is applied to the fraud amend-

‘ ments does not seem to enter into their
calculations. 0t

:. The reason they see such harm for

. the South is that ‘“the negro ponula-

' tion is not limited to the South.” There

_are enough negroes in Ohio, New Yurk,
ndiana and Illinois to turn elections.
“Just now the negro has a power he

i never had before. A labor party has
admitted him to equality of member-
ship. This party offers them -an ac-
ceptable alternative. True, not paid

i to vote the labor ticket, but in a posi-
tion to drive a bargain.” And the Lar-

| gain these Democratic ladies warn us
| against comes in the form of a sugges-
tion: “Suppose they demand that the

Republican Party redeem its pledge of

| 1904 to reduce representation in Con-

. gress .and the electoral. college in any

| state that makes ‘special discrimination’
in connection with the franchise.”

There you have in a nutshell the real

i

<4

meaning of any federal suffrage amend-

ment. It delegates power to tae fed-
eral government to supervise state elec-

tions, and destroys, root, stock and

| branch, the right of self-determination
!delegated to the states by the orizinal
i Constitution. It vitalizes that provision
of the fourteenth amendment which au-
thorizes the cutting down of represen-
tation. ' As a ‘matter of fact, if the aAn-
thony amendment is ratified, the only
honorable thing to expect is the appli-
cation of these penalties, otherwise the
covenant of the nation is befouled.

The whole story is a contemptible sur-
render to political part;
the Democratic Party: We of the South
are expected to accept the mutilation
of the Constitution, wink at frauds ¢nd

that we.have endured to maintain a
white majority. The reward the South
has received for unswerving allegiauce
to the Democratic Party as a white
man’s party is to accept the federal
amendment, continue the frauds or

‘the negroes hold the

‘us with one moife danger m"‘_‘
sacrificing the inftegrity of self

‘power. .
,}_Dhat in the Unit.,"?,‘d.‘Stia,tes the‘ne,aro 18
‘the political .umpire.-

expediency by |

call Democracy the one-party tyranny

‘“far-reaching harm will result' Le-

| R VTR

. not in the South
balance of fggm%x;i
These wrathy yvomen have conw-ed_m.
gnvlem;

ith . invasion by federa
pos swtsl‘sheylglaivle shown conalusively

cause in four states




State of Beo rga
L xeeutre A eypartnrent
Atlaiete July 8th, 1919,

Miss Kate M. Gordon, President,

Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference,
1800 Prytania Street,

New Orleans, Ia.

Dear Madam:

Referring to your communication of
July 4th:

I hardly believe that there is any
probaebility that the Susan B. Anthony
Amendment will pass the General Assembly
of Georgia., I will present your request
for permission to address the General As-
sembly to that body however, if after
receipt of this letter in view of what
I state, you still feel that you would
like that privilege.

The representatives of the Suffrage
Party from Washington are here now, and
cooperating, I think, with local repre-
sentatives and it may be that they will
change the sentiment of the members of
the General Assembly of our State, dbut
I hardly think so.

80 far as I am personally concerned,
I strongly favor woman suffrage. While
I should much prefer to have seen it given
through amendment t0 our State Constitution
I am not prepared to say that I would not
be glad to see the Federal Amendment pass.

Awaiting your pleasure, I remain,

Yours truly,

-, - %"@ 5 Z% 2

G O Vvernor:.




Era Cluk

NEW ORLEANS, LA,
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Richmond, Kentuecky,
July B3rd, 1919,

My dear Miss Gordon:

I am writing to you as I shall to
Laura Clay, to say that I think the best thing you can do
in your fight for the preservation for the sovereignty of
our States, is to use the fact that Congress has recom—
mended the adoption of the Anthcny Amendment, as a club,
to drive our men to confer the ballot upon women by amend—
ing State Constituktionss .For I believe it was the know-
; ledge that Congress had recommended the ratification of
(¢  the Anthony Amendment, that induced Governor Pleasant of
N\ 7 TLouisiana; to confer the ballot upon women.

Tell the people that our Democrats

and Republicans put a plank in their platform &t their
last conventiong which declared that they were in favor
of conferring the ballot upon women by amendments to their
state Constitution; but that since then our Congressmen
have adopted a Resolution, which recommends that the ballot
shall be conferred upon women by the adding of the Anthony
Amendment to our Natinnal Constitution: Tell them that
under the 15th Amendment of our National Constitution our
Federal Government forced our men in 1870, to allow black
men to vote at state-elections, the Constitutionjand laws
of our States () to the contrary notwithstanding #: That
the Anthony Amendmeht is similar to the 15th one, and that
our Federal Government could therefore force our men under
this Amendment to allow women to vote at State Elections,
the Constitution and laws of our States " to the contrary
notwithstanding." But that you the members of the cit-
izens committee think that this would dishonor our men,
and partially destroy the sovereignty of our States, so
you ask our Democrati®nd Republican men to be true to the
suffrage planks of their party platforms, and give women
the ballot, by amending our State Constituticns.

Affectionately Yours,
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