I89 N.Mill st., Leximngton, XYy.
Febr.20th, I920
iy dear Hiss Gordonm,
I was very ;1" ndeed to get your letter of
Febr.8th. I have not writter myself because I had nothing cheering
to say. I kmow how you have been feelimg about the nthony smendment,
I believe nothiag but my religionm has enabled me 1o ssana it, As time
passes, howver, that has enabled me t¢ realize that the govermmeat of
the worilid is in God's hands, and that ofttimes his purposes are worked
out after lomg intervals of time., Therefore, as my fdltn in the =tates
Rights doctrine is unmoved, I and others with me, have coantinued our
labors for saving the remnant of it which gtill seems possible, with
the conflidence that our work will not be lost, evem if it does nat
show results for fifty yea rs or more, uLg,Eenneff says when she used
to read Thadeus of Varsaw she felt that the hero's devotion to ccunadry
wag all thrown away, as Poland's case was hopeless, 3But mow, after many
years of apparent honAI 2390888, Poland has arisen 1dke a phoenix out
of its ashes, and become agdin an independent state, But it mever could
have done this if it had not been for maay true patriots who kept the
nati onal spirit alive when a‘* e g4 @ perished,
Therefore, I work for States Rig
I want to ses your sn 90A a
aot yet got it, Did I
drs.ﬂrecmlnrldge and me; v
Do I umderstand tndt 3 g iprt has submitted 8 State Comnstitu-
mendment? The : zen has ccased to give neral QLQ
age news, and frequea tly the ¢ do not report all ¢
;ive matters, I do mot a1+uxetner understand your loecsl
you must amplify in your mext,
Our Chixizems Com. Has faithfully worked to geﬁ & Stete ame
subritted by our legislature, but our chances are low. However,
shall mot give up till it is impossible. I will let you 1}
have any chance,
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I find great ignorance about the extenﬁ

ny smendment, [Memy intelligent p'?cnﬂs

it/ grants only Federal suffrag 'Om '

of the effect of the TSth wnn

scme mirdgdéx of

the IS5th and the ‘nth ="‘Vnamen
imterfere with the reserved rights of states, and that only
guffrage can be conferred, them 8ll our troubles would ?iudn
the mesnwhile, the last few states do not seem in a hurry to
we may pass over the next presidential election without its
In that casse, I also hope that it may yet be defeated, I &m
to lose hope that in some way we may be delivered from it ux
every chamce goes sgeainst us,

No; I d4id not thimk of goimg to Chicago. I have no taste for
any more of those conveati oms, The deliberate efforts of women to #Azm-
duce office holders to repudiate the platforms upon which they won hheir

elections has repelled me, I think it shows a very low order of polit-
ical morals, ;
_ Give my warm regard your sisters, and with i
yourself, I am
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T have read with intense imterest the argument of
sent me, It is so strong that the only obJection I
. doing what Me asks is what I said in my former letter-
re the legislaters willimg to vote for ratification in the
he whole smemdment will be declared umcomstitutional by the
of the United States, MMy ebservation leaves me in the
same state of fear he expresses/- that.politicians will not care what
revolutionary effect is produced if omly a partisan adventage can be
secured by ratificatiom, Therefore, I must leave to you, without ad-

- Wit

vice from me what use you shall make of this valuable document,

T did mot telegraph, as you asked, whether I would come to Louis-
jana; for I hed writtem im my previous letter, which I thought you had
not received whem your secomnd letter was sent, thet I did not think I
could do smy good in Louisiana, but that our presidential suffrage had
put it into my pewer, I thought, to do some. good ageimst ratification

e in Xy: but that I held myself at your command, if you observed any
I ecwxld help in Leuisiana,
em firmly of the epinior that Aé6ergmmemtx no consideration
partisan adventage is going to have any effect upon the efforts
I$ical leaders about ratification; and argument will not convince
1t i8 only demomstration that they are building false hopes upon
at

gra

itude of women to asny particular party which will affect them
Since I wrote my first letter I have had a small opportunity

.
esenv

some of this evidence. We have formed a large Democratic

en here, of which the politicians are takong note, I ene
newspaper report. Notice the first plank of the short platform,
whieh I wrote, under the conviction of what I have Just expressed,

woem
oW

You see that we &Raak:8dl parties impartially, giving credit to their
national pdatforms of 1916, &nd not to action upon the Anthony amendmeny
These thaenks have been ebserved, and I think will contridbute in a smell
dggree to carry the conbiction that parties will gain nothing by this
mad bid by ratification for the vote of women, If this convietion
cound be carried to them legislatures and politicians could see quickly
serious disadvantages in ratifying,

I want you to observe that some of the leading figures in the
club are women known to be opposed to the Anthony amendment, T have
underscored them,

It is probable that we can add to this effect in the Louisville
convention on May 4th,which is the State convention of the Democratic
party. They are making promises of a promineant share of the political
honors to women, on the strength of the tfresidential suffrage, This
convention widl come before your legislature meets on May IOth, and I
really think I can do you more good by staying »ight in Xy,.,, and work-
ing along this line than I can by coming to la., for as Ky, is a con-
tested state what is done here wil% surely be reported in La, It is

Over)




2,
probable that I can go to the Touisville convention as & delegate from
Madison Co., of which I am a legal resident, If I do ge, I shall
certainly try to convince the nemderats that they have nothing to géin
by ratification., I have already 8xcited some comment by declaring, in
answers to reporters, that I am.going to give my support Ho sSenator
Beckham, because he stood for the rights of the people by voting against
the Anthony smendmnent,We States Rightsers think we have made some cap=-
ital among the friends of Sen,Backham by our pronounced support of his
vote in Congress. The other side have sedulously tried to make the im=-
pression that any person or Paction which opposed the /nt,amendment heed
not to expect the favor of eny woman voter. Let us Bestrey that im=
pression, and no mere states #ill ratify, is my theory.
I dgee Pight has turned mgmri towards Connecticut and North

Carolina, 1 to Louisiana. I am sorry to see that the ac-
tien of T t yvet finally against. My chief hope, however,
is in the state of Maryland agienst the amendnent before
the e U.S, I am praying night and that the reg-
titude of the states,
which clearlpests forth in the argument you our
great should“bring what support we can )

opinion, L bl -
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Love to your .sistes, snd with much to yourself
Very .cordially yours,

e Gty

(]




189 N.Mill st., Lexiagton, Ky.
AP, 20th; 1920~
Mejor Noel Gaimes,
Frankfort, Xy.
Dear Sir:e
Your lietter of Apr,I6th is at hand, with enmclosed leaflet s,
for which I thaak you,

I thirk my position on the Anthony amendment and towards Senm,

Beckham, Because he voted against it, is very simple, ‘
our Staqé constitutions are the creatiomns of the people,- neither
of the Foderal govermment or State legislatures. As such, they are
the expression of the sovereignty of the people, and the guarantee of
their rights of self-govermment, Therefore, omly the power which creaxm
ted them shfuld alter their essential provisions, Yet, by the Antho-
»y smendment, 1t is proposed that tho thirds of the Federal Congress amd
three fourths of the State legislatures , without eny reference to
the people, and in a number of imstances, egainst their will as express-
ed &t the polls, the constitutioms of all the States skall be sltered
in their mest vital poimt,~ the determimation of who shall vetes, And
furthermore, that election laws controlling a large percentage of the
voters, shall be enacted by Comgress. It seems apparent to me that if
the rights of self-gevermment of the people camn be set aside by such
means there is me right of the people supposed te irhere in the State
corstitutions which may not be set uside hy the same process, and state
governments will be reduced to a name, and the people will be gevermed
by efficials, without any wecurity of the people that their will shall
be respected im matters most nearly concermong them,

For this reasom, I comsider that Senm,Bewkham deserves the gratie-
tude of the people for resisting this aggression upoa their rights by
Comgress and State lagislatures,

If the Anthony amendment dealt only with Federal suffrage,- the
right of all the people to have a voice in the election of Relresenta-
tives, Senators and President snd vice-president, I should be ir favor
of it, But because it imvades the right of the peopls of each state
to govern its own state elections, I am opposed to it from strong cone
vietion,

Very respectfully yours,
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I89 N.Mill st., lLexingtom, Xy.

Ap#l 7h, I920.

T so much enjoyed hearimg from you, and reading
your speech bafore the Miss.legislaiure. It is excellent, I never re-
ceived the first copy you sent me,

I am re-enclosing the article onm the subsidized press. I feel in-
deed we are in & terrible revolutirnary period, ard if our people do
not wake up to the dangers threateming our liberties they will have to
be recovered af great cost aginm,

rell, Jelaware has not yet ratified; but by the time this reaches
you, we wikl kmow its fimal action. 1Im any case, it seems that Lonis-
jana is to be the object of a furious omslaught by the ratifiers. I
feel grest sympathy with you; and I trust that you will be more suc-
cessful than the States “ights party were inm Wemtucky. I observe from &
the press that you and {iss Jeam are meking a campaign ageinst ratifi-
cation. If T can do anything to help I want you tc call on me. You
remember that my offer of fimncial help still stamds good, snd I hope
you and ¥iss Jean will mot let yourselves work hard whthout celling on
suffrage friemds in other states who are just as much interested as
your sslves in the &=fest of the amendment. Some time ago I s
copies of the “ebate you asked for. I snet what I had in my desk,
ing they waald be as ma y as you could use, But if you do reed more,
let me know, as we had a large edition printed, and we will have no fur-
ther use for them, I hope you got the paper tellimg of ocur winning

rresidential suffrage. The Ky.Equal F/]sso. asked for it, &s our Com-

mittee stuck closely to the one dsmand for a state amendment, om which

we lost,
I think the most hopeful outlook for the oppoments of the ‘n-

thony smendment is the action of the HMaryland legislature im insti-

PR




2,
tuting am injunction suit against declaration of the ratification
even if it receives the vote of 36 states, It confirms me in the hope
that we are not yet defeated,
Now this brings me again to the question of Presidential suffrage,

If you do defeant the ratification in Louisisna, what Hevyou thizk of
following Xentucky in getting Presidemtial suffrage? I feel that with
the women voting for president it will take off the edge of the poli-
ticians' desire for the :nthomy smendment, ve feel that it is a great
thing in ¥en tucky; but here the megro women vote is mot of much impor-
tame. You may feel that it is different in your state.

Agaimn: If it appears in the mext few weeks that the Anthoany amend-
ment is delayed for this electiom what do you think of the Southersn
Conference revivimng our effort to obtaim the United States "lecti ons
Bill? TNow that so mamy legislatures have shown themselves ready even to

violate states rights in their determinatiom to give women the vote
quickly, Congress may be willimg to take the step which they did con-
sider quite revolutiomary, though strietly according to “tates nights,
@8 I view it. Perhaps the "emocrats, or the fiepublicams, would be glad
to demomstrate thay they will go to great lengths for women suffrage,

if the Anthomy smend ent id defeated or deferred for s length of time,

Pleese give some thought to this, snd let me know ycur opinicm; because

me there may be am openimg for us in the presemh site

Mrs.,Hartison Gurdner Foster asked to be remembered to you, vhen T %of
told her just mow over the 'phome that I was writing to you,
Love to your sisters. vrite to me when you ecar spare
and with my assurances of sympathy and desire to help/ I em

Very cordially your friemd,
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1111, Lexingtom, Xy.

Apy: FHth, 1920,

Yours of the I2th reached me yesterdsy. I want to
assure you at omce that if I thought I cculd do amy good by coming %o
La, I would come most cheerfully, But I know that I could do mothing
to hold by the tide for ratifyimg im ¥y., and to go to another state for
that purpose ssems to me wou ld be a moekery, I can only say that
developments should make i ippear to you that I might do good you
command me,
Iy observation im our own legislature is that mo argument was
or would have had the least effect, was what influence ratifying

would have om the political situatiom, I was mueh in Frankfort trying

3

to get the submission of the State amendnent, amd therefore I had an

opportunity to observe that the stromgest oppomemgs to suffrage were

<

among the most ardent supporters amendment; just because the

party leaders told them it would arty advantage,,I have no argu-

ment to comtrovert that positic hougl helieve it is false, It
gives me gresat concernw, as it does you, to see that our so~called

tatesmen are willing to sell every politiesl prineciple for the hap-haze

ard chance of wimning women's vcotes in the next onresidential election,

But it is the casse. Therefore, I greatly estimate the impmrtance of

presidential suffrege, vhich is now in the gift of the leg

still believe that if we can tide over this election, we may yet defesat

o)

the /‘nthony amendment, Thile I do not see that I can do any good im

Louisiama, yet this presidential suffrage, will I believe, give the
women tae chumee in ¥y, to show the politiciams that women are mot going

to take imto sccounmt whieh party had the most to do in ratifying. Ve

cennot do much, but what little we do will have that temdemey, I be-
(Cver)




2.,
lieve. Therefore, if there is no resl reasom why I should go out of
my own state just mow, I think I had better stay here,

Now about the argument that Davis Holmes ilortom is asking you to pre-
sent to your attormey-gemeral: You kmow tha t ilarylemd &8s a state has
undertaken a suit to resist the proclamation of the ”ntﬁony'amerdwnt
enen df 26 state legislatures r tify, om what I suﬁpose is the same
grourd us that tskem by lr.iortom., The question therefore seems to be,
“ould it do amy good for the Louisiana suffragists to try to fore-
gtell in effect the suit of Marylamd? I confess I feel unrsable to give
any opiniom, It might irduce the legislature to refuse to ratify, o=

it might meke

the other hamd, ifxitxmaie some of the members fsel that they could vote

that way and get the political bene ffr their party, and &t the
if

time the amcndment would be set aside by the Supreme Court of the
they might bdo so without danger of actually bringing
anendment,I do think, however, it would be well for you to
have the argument printed mm#x so that it could be used at a momsnt's
notige, if desirable, I cannot think, howsverm that such a strong
bit of the possibilities hus beem overlooked hy the poliiticians w;ggh
ing ratification for the suke of party adventage,
thank you for your promise to aid with the Southerm Conference
if it should appear thet the United States ©letionm Bill eouid be re-
vived. I kamow thers is no opering just &t presemt; but I wm goimg to
wateh the tremnd of thimgs,
Love to your sis¥eNLLONKFkite to me, your fellow sufferer, when
you cam, 80 thatl . ws.ainwhavacs bl eusdhs thexsapnont of sympathy im what

3T7TIASINOT 'ATIZIN 71 S3THVHD 'S¥W ‘¥oilany

is onme ofctire wmrmategtm twivTe e f my 1i HET AU HE P LT Y Yo
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Copy of letter to Miss Gorden, having sent ériginel cearben te

Mrs.Rdmind Pest, Padueah,
I89 N.,Mill St,, Lexingtem, Ky,
¢ ' July 3Ist, I920,
My dear NMiss Gerden,
I reached heme frem Califernia Wednesday aftermeen,
having spent seme time after the eonvention in sight-seeing and visite
Bg. . 8

While I was ia San Francisee, I had seme very little ecemmunieation
with Mrs.Kilbreth, whe was there werking as an anti-suffragist, She
asked if I would be willing te go te Nashville, te help against the pas-
sage of the Antheny amendment. I teld her I would be willing te:de any
thing I eculd te help te defeat it; an
thet she would write or telegraph if she
heard nothing further frem her,

This merning I received a leng tanee telephene message frem Sale
lie Bennett, saying she had received a letter from you this meraing,
asking her te write by return mail if I was going te be in Nashville, Se
this letter is in answer te that. As I say, I teld Mrs,Kilbreth that
I would do 2ll I. ean te defeat the Antheny amendment; but I did net ge

inte detail with her , as I haye with you, the reasons whieh have diseeur-

aged me frem feeling that as I was net able te do anything at all in my

ewn state te prevent ratifieatien, I felt very dubilous abeut beihg able
te de anything in another state, I am eenvineed that the whele meve fer
ratifieation is pelitieal, without the slight 1 - > the wishes
of the peeple or even the wishes of the pelit ; t maj that the
pelitieians are beginmning te see that neither party will gain ene vete
frem the eother frem the women en aeccount of the party's aetion en ratifi-
eation, But as I, see, it, the Demeerats run s great risk, whieh amounts al
mest te a certainty, that if they break dewn the time-henered prinmeiple

of States Rights in the selid South it will make an epening fer the




2
ferming ef a white Republican party in the selid south whieh may well have
the effect of -losing eleeteral vetes in states whieh have ¥een eontited
upon as surely Demecratie., It would be through men's vetes, hewever, and
in ne way eonneeted with gratitude frem wemen for the ratification ef
the Anthony amendment, I find this idea has eceurred te ethers besides
myself; and is answered by the suffragists just as Mrs.Cetnam, ef Arkan=-
s8s answered me, when I suggested it to her" Ok, I am sure the Demoerats
would be faithful", Whieh means nething, ef eourse, execept that she wishes
it , without any feundatien fer the thought exeept that she wishes it,
Mrs. Bennett mentioned ﬁething else in your letter exgept exeept the
inquiry if I was te be in Nashville, ©Se I am writing te say that if you
wish me to ceme, telegraph me at onee en receipt ef this letter, er write

if there is time, and I will do as you wish, I teld Mrs.Kilbreth that I

would de what I eould against it; but I am, frank to say that I feel &

great distaste te working with these whe are avewedly eppesed te suffrage;
and that I would graetly prefer te werk under your leadership as the
president ef the Southern States Woman Suffrage Cenferenes, Thet would
Place me under my true eolers; and I knew you are mere aequainted with
this new mevement against the Antheny Amendment $hen I am, and I would
feel safe under yeur mesdership,, Therefere, it is a eall frem you that I
will ebey, and net eme frem Mrs.Kilbreth; fer I enly premised her that I
would de what I ecould, and I reserved te myself judgment as to what I
eould de. I have grave doubts whether my appearing in Nashville under
the auspices ef antis-suffragists would de anything but misehief, and T de
net think I would ge there under sueh eireumstances, But if you are ge-
ing te be there, and want my assistance, I shall mest willimgly give it,
- If you get this letter and ean get an answer here by Vednesday night, d
- address me here. Otherwise, address me at Risghmend, Ky,

Very eerdially yeur friemnd,
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TREASURER GENERAL COUNSEL
J. E. HODSOLL MR. ISAAC HELLER
MR. BENJAMIN ORY

NEW ORLEANS, Marech 22; I923

My dear dear lliss Clay:

Your letter just received fills me with disap-
pointment that I have not made good the countless n mber of times I
have attempted to write you since the awful diseoppointment in Tenn,
As a matter of fact its was months before I could allow nyself to even
think off the whole horrible experience. You know I left assured
that the battle was won and it was not till I reached Jackson Miss.
and saw the headlines of an evening raper that I had a doubt of the
victory. I felt then as I do now that if a southern state had not
been the medium of ratification no northern or western state would have
put it over. I also feel that ratification by Tenn.was ag as frasudulent
a8 the spirit that put over the I5th. Amendment, and Connecticétit’ brought
in line by the republicens +to maeke a partisan victory.

On my return to New Orleans that summer we plunged
into a municipal election to defeat Mayor Behrman who had been sixteen
years mayor and an open advocate for every vicious influence possible.
In the 1I9I8 submission he was the direct cause fraudulently for N.O.
defeating submission. But when the Federal Amendment was before the
Legislature he pretended to the women advocates of it that he would
support them altho it was a foregone conclusion that Louisiana would
not ratify. But those women for that bait supported him in his mayor-
alty campaign with his vice record the issue. I have ever since,ad--
ded to what we learned of the "index cards" doubted seriously whether
women could or would improve politics. Nevertheless my belief in the
right of suffrage fer women is as deep a conviction as ever but if cam=
paigning as of yore I think I would be very very chary of some the promises

held out as to what "woman suffrage " would achieve. <

The reason the letter was not addressed to the old
familiar I800 1is because we rented the house furnished this winter and
staid over the Lake at lMandeville in & little summer home we have there.
The house is so big and Fannie was so tired of housekeeping and the
TELEPHONE CALLS we thought it a GumBdl way to get a rest. But Fannie
says Jean and I are giving Manddville absent treatment. The reason
for thig is that both of us are up to our eyes igie Tb and: Feebleminded
work. I suppose you know that ever since we have had any organized
tuberculosis work I have been the money raiser for it. We have a splendid
orgenized work which carries on a camp over the Lake near Slidell has
magnificent free clinies etc etc.. The weak phase of our work was the
Hospital . Every effort made +to establish one was defeated for lack of
a necessary permit by politicians and generally 1led by a catholic priest.,
When the new regime went in I started out on my hospital quest. MNrs.
Dibert of N.0 had given to the city $300,000 for this purpose in I9I6
but the war costs made buildang impossible. She however limited her
hospital to early cases. I started out on an advanced stage hospital,
Finally held a drive and raised over {100,000 and influenced MNMrs.
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Clay

writing this late Sunday night and rushing it off for

it may not be want you want an&!?%at youyay -wish to
are something else, y

Dont hesitate to change or not ﬁié*

you deem best. -
I have had some difficulty in shapning %his document
much easier to write to your own neople than to
e bodies, I did not wish to give loop hole
ism nor antagonize the Ky women  who do not want to
game fairly,

To=-morrow the printer has promised me some new paper &and I
will recopy +this recuest as I unfortunately 1left out the word
status. I will send on some paper to you to-morrow in the event
this is not what is needed. You may sign my name to anything

you think best, such 1is my confidence in your good judgment,

In haste, Cordially

Kate I Gordon,




