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OFFICE OF HONORARY PRESIDENT. ROCHESTER, N. Y.,
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My Dear Miss Clay: ——

It is now over a month since the time when the Keéntucky chapter for
the History of Woman Suffrage was to be ready. I have been expecting it
daily, and have reached a place in the work where it is almost necesssary
that all of the: State revnorts should bhe on (665 It is impossible to
assign any fixed amount of space to each until I see how much is required
for all of them together.
me have it at the earliest possible moment?

Permit me to request that you do not fail to consider each one of the
heads in the letter of suggestions, except that I do not care particularly
for the work of women in the Spanish-American War, as I find that it was
about the same in all of t1 S. Many of those preparing the chap-

ters have neglected to answer some of these points, and have been careless

about dates, the exact legislative votes, etc.; and their reports have had

to be sent back for revision.

No one appreciates better than myself the labor necessary for the
preparation of these chanters, as I have been doing that kind of work al-
most incessantly for the past four years, but I am sure vou will feel re-
vpaid when the History is Ffinished and you see the amount of information
which has been collected.

an early reply, I amn,

Very sincerely yours,
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April
iss Clay: i——
should have acknowledged 6 receipt of wour Kentucky chapter long
ago; but as you said in your lett that you were just about to
a three weeks trip, I did not do it at once and so have allowed the time
to slip by. I have had it ed on the typewriter, and both Miss An—
thony and I are very m pleased with it. You may be complimented to

know that i is the one and only chapter, of over forty which have been
P AT

SR
sent, that did not require a single Iotter7fo“ information, corrections,
eto. [t he en a common thing for me to write a do letters before

I could get a chapter into proper shape, and many of them I have

re-write entirely, from the first word to the la In still other
nothing but a big bunch of clippings, etc., has been sent from

hapter myself. But a great many of the ladies
have done beautiful work, which it has been a pleasure to receive.
your chapter the second time,
ing which needs to be
write you in regard to it.

herewith a list in which full names have not hbeen given. Please

them if possible. Also give the date of the inridge cam—
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My Dear Miss Clay:-—

I =end herewith your Mss. as you requested
I trust you will pardon the marks I have made on it
as I did not know that you would ask its return,

with many thanks for your great helpfulness
in preparing the hook, I am as ever,

Very truly vours,
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157 B. 87¢h st.,

New York, June 18/

My dear Miss Thomasie

I e alnost %oo bugy to write to vou or read this letter but 1
magd tell you a litile inecident.

I had ogcasion o goto the office of the Outlook a day or two
8go and found Dr. Mabls vers rmch perturbed 'owar your lotter stopping the mapazine on
account of l%s atditude fowards wanan suffrage. "Just $o think," he sald, "that a
woman of Hiss Thomas' sirong charadher and bread views should stop a magazine becauze
it differed from her on one podnk,  Why I don't expect every periodical T take to
agree with me on everything.”

"I know seorss of prominemt women,® I answered, "who have stopped

the Outlook for the same reagon Niss Thomas has but thev did not write shd tell you so.

I$ is not bocause vour magazine is unfavorahle 4o womsn mitrage But because 1% 15 so

very unfair, It misrepresents the situstion mbsolutely, it makes statevents which
are wholly wntrue, and then it refuses 4o allew corrsctions or to give the other side
& hearing.”

Ho Srded %o deny these charges but I eited one case atter anether
and he was forged %o ndmit sll of them, I said, "Now Miss Themas md Miss Garrett are
B0 deeply interested in this postion, and belicve so sirongly in the juetice of %,
that they have just raised & fund of $60,000 %o help in the senfranchisement of women.
Do you think they want %o open the Outlook every week mmd find not ouly an attack on
it but a sisrepreasentation of facts, and never see any sdeguate statement from tle
side on which they stand?! X don't see that any other sourse was open o Lthem."

He then apokeb in highest eulogy of you and said, "I think Miasg
Themas and the rest of you women make sach & misbake in asmuming that vou are placed
in an inferder position by being disfranchised.” I replied, "So long as our dis-




franchisement places us In 4 class with the outcasts of soclety. with Iunstics
3 B hetadie i vy 4
idinte, felons mnd Chinese, we camnot regard 1% as other than o mark of dewradst
# 4
T can't take time to $ell you other stitemends he msde snd I trisd
%o answer, but finally he said: "Well, Mrs. Harver, I must have an hour's conversation
with vou on these poinks but every minute is orowded fo-day. Will you =ive me soiaw

sime. in The noar futurei™

give him the epiortuniby of a fwller talk at ihe eurliesy posalble nomerss

i
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mugker stroke and will be followsd Dy some pocd reaulbs. 0, i women would ond

Zesent the outrageous things that are dome and saddl  Did you see my srilele in lsst
Savarday's Sun? If
L suppose Miss Oarreht and you will gson L6 Besling ~ I wonder
where.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 505 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK

MRs. IDA HUSTED HARPER, CHAIRMAN.
4

eadquarters from

am very

Dictated.

Chairman. /o




The offices
ice building at

Frances Squire

snue
U 1 U

sident
M % 2 A o
personal direction of
larper,  bi pher of Susan B. Anthony, assisted
Hauser,
Association has
remaining rooms

L |
v

occupied by Mrs. Oliver H. T Be1lmon as offices. Thus the
entire floor is given over to tke propagation. of the woman's

Among the distinguished visitors who have called to
express their interest are Mayor Tom L. Johnson, of Cleveland,
Kate Barnard, State Commissioner of Charities of Oklahoma, John
Temple Graves, Editor of the New York American, Hon. I. N. Stevens,
editor of the Colorado Chieftain and author of The Liberators,
Chas. B. Duryea, an automobile manufacturer of Reading, Pa. who

in all of his adver-

tising, Mrs. Clarence Mackay and other women of prominence.

Governor Johnson on Woman Suffrage

In the death of Minnesota's Chief Executive the woman

suffragists lose one of the most valuable allies they have ever

had in public life. Governor Johnson has been a staunch advocate of
the enfranchisement of women for years and has repeatedly expressed

his convictions in public and private.
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TELEPHONE, MURRAY HiILL 124

OFFICE OF PRESS COMMITTEE
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 505 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK
MRs. IDA HUSTED HARPER, CHAIRMAN
F THE OFFICIAL BOARD:

I have talked with Mies Shaw and Nre.Avery in regard to accepiing the
Press Committee Chairmanship at the conventien, should the Board desire me
to do so. They boeth think that I should not do this unless I can guarantee
to remain a full year,or until the next Watiocnal Convention. It does not
seem possible for me to do this,as I cannot tell what changes the year may
produce,and in fact I never have been willing %o pledge nmyself to anybody
for a full year,as my life seems to have so many changes in it. I could not
absolutely guarantee to remain in the offige longer than six months,although
I might be able to extend the time,and for this period I could conduct the
Press Bureaun and edit the pavper. I think, howevsr, you nmight find it more
satisfactory to slect your Press Chairman st your cenvention,and therefore

I will net stand for re-election.

I think it will be necessary for me to remain in the office until lay 1
in order to get out the next number of ‘rogress,as & new chairman could not
very well come in toward the end of the month and do this,even though that
chairman should be Hiss Hauser. I will say,hawexs® therefore, that I will go
out of the office on April 30, if this plan is agreeable to the Board.

Very sincerely yours,
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My dear

Iy mind is much relieved by your letter of the 8th,

just received. For though I wrote you that I was still working on our

"hrief", I have been so busy in Frankfort that I had done nothing more,
and I am now in the claws of "the grip", and am unable to do work of any
kind, If I am well enough, I expect to go to Des Moines to the Miss)
~ o 2 - - 4 ~ - 4
Vay.Suffrage Conference, and give a paper on the constit
our bill, which will be pretty much what I would have
I hope I shall see you at Des Moines. I
tell me of the situation in Washington;- I see little abput it except what

"

appears in the Voman's Journal. Under such circumstaences I think it is well

that the suffraegists should meet in non~orgasnization -consultation like

these conferences.
thank ou for the paper and the clippings youhave sent me, If I

felt better I would like to write you longer about the situation in

Kentucky; but as it is, I must close, with thanks for your continued inter-

est in our bill. I rely greatly on your judgment in this matter, and shall

hope to consult with you in Des Moines.

Very cordially yours,

Cﬁéfll44/4;ﬂL,éég;
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My dear Miss Clay:
indebted to me

I am not answering your letter immediately in order to make you

again but only because it has several points that I think you would like to have answered.

In the first place, all work for suffrage in ¢ ress Was abandoned by the
National Association as soon as the bresak wi
VS TV

to expect any attention.

h Germany occurred, as it was utterly useless
In a way it was a good excuse as there was not a particle of

hope for the amendment in either house. In all probability the Poindextsr, the Porto Rican,
the Danish Islands and other bills in which we are specially interested are shelved for this

session. I do not know how far along the Prohibitionists will get with their Federal Amend-

ooy {
ment, but I think nok very far. The saesdmens for prohibition é:;'the District may come to

vote.
If there is an extra session, we will of course go to work on that, but we doubt

if there is one. There is no use in hoping that the National Association will give up the

Federal Amendment ., Mrs. Catt expects to use the Leslie fund largely for this purpose. The

Association was formed in 1869 to get this amendment and there is no more reason for giving

g

it up now that at any time during

(=]

the half century. I cannot understand how you can oppose

it as you do when you see the defeats that we have in State after State and you know the many
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and corrupt influences that are used against us., You canmnot believe that the amendment if
submitted now: in Kentucky could be carried and yet you would be prohibited from trying again

for five years. When we do manage to carry a State, we are counted outyas we have been six
iy o

or eight times,and if we must wait for the State by State method, we will all be dead a long
e @E be

time befor omes universal..

Even the bill for Presidential suffrage has just been voted down in Tennessee and

I will make the prophecy that it will not be carried in one Southern State, notwithstanding

he plank in the National Demeccratic platform. I doubt if it is carried in another Northern
State. It only went through North Dakota because they have a big progressive movement there
and the reform party has got control of the Legislature. If just one Scuthern State should
even so much as submit the amendment there might be some excuse for the opposition of Southern.
women to the Federal, but I think you will find that this winter will be merely a repstition
of past winters and not a Southern State will submit it. Then their women will have to wait
two years longer for another chance. The women of the whole country are rallying to the
support of the Federal Amendment and wé may as well accept the fact that it never will be
dropped by the National, I do not think, however, that it will be submitted by the incoming
Congress, but I do bel&éve that President Wilson will recommend it before the end of his
second termy aJUkOC,thkﬂvabxt aAbeIL Yil— 94A4;144AA$C£411

You know by this time that Mrs, Catt has called an emergency conference of the
il apntd

executive council, presidents of the States, chairmen of committees, etc., to meet here
February 23, Its primary purpose, as stated, is to consider the action of the Association
in case of war, but she is particularly anxious to have the council act in regard to the
States that are determined to have amendment campaigns when they are not ready for them.
The Oklahoma matter will come up then and,if it seems best’I am sure Mrs. Catt will help
that campaign, but as it seems to be wholly a Democratic measure, she may decide to let that
party conduct it. I have'not talked with her on the subject as she is very seldom here,

Just now she has gone to Maine. We feel very hopeful indeed of carrying that State. As
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you know the amendment has again been submitted in North Dakota and this new party tells us
it will be carried. It is also resubmitted in South Dakota and the political leaders there
say it will be adopted this time. Mrs., Catt wants to go right on with another campaign in
Towa,.if the Legislature will submit the amendmentband that certainly is all the National
can attend to this year,

Mrs. Catt has not yet got the Leslie money actually in her possessicn, but about
half a million dollars has been ordered to be turned over to her, I do not know how soon

she ¢an begin to use it, or whether she will only want to use the interest,

We have had here a lovely woman from Paducah, Kentucky, Mrs., Edmund Post, who has
done'splendid lobby work in Congress. She has now returned homs.

The Congressional Union is doing us-the greatest possible injury, far and wide.
I have written to about 200 editors begging them to draw a clear distinction between the two
organizations and many of them are beginning to do so. Here in Washington their picketing
has fallen as flat as a pan-cake and the President's contemptuous indifference has been the
pest possible way of meeting them; but I believe that the pggli? itself will attack them

before very long)as so many of the men feel furious at them for standing there in the way

in the midst of the special police guard placed at the White House gates. They are deter-
N —

mined to stand there until in some way they can make martyrs of themselves, but I do not
A NN ———

know of anything that can be done. I believe they are killéng their erganization,as I hear
of many who are leaying it, and I doubt if Mrs., Belmont will continue to finance it.

We are delightfully situated here at the Washington headquarters but we are all

< < £

nearly worked to death. I think I wrodte you that in addition te¢ my regular editorial and
newspaper work, I am giving a series of lectures every Wednesday morning covering a period

of six weeks, with audiences of 250 or 300, I presume I shall return to New York immediately

after the Inauguration. I wish you could be here, %e) {V\/La,/}?/c MW tb C e,

Always, with love, Io %’Z’CWU"&, 1‘]6,1,\/1',@6 ﬁawo@é/wmﬂm

iAot i
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Miss Kete Gordon
1800 Prytania St.,

New Orlesns, ls.

My deer Miss Gordon:

I have been longing to write you every minute since the finel
news of the elections was received, but we have been literelly
swamped with work here. The great vietory for pesce following im-
mediately upon our suffrage vietories in this country hes made it
difficult for any of us to stick to the ordinsry business routine.

Louisigna will @ivide the honors with Oklehoma for giv?ng us
the greatest surprise in the election results. 'Nb4e9tboz;§:7;our
optimistic letter of October 1ltwe could hsrg§§>gzgt you would not
be badly defeated. The dispatches for seversl days ssid thei4t9te
had been lost for suffrage by 15,000 and you esn imagine our surprise
and delight when we learned definitely that the margin was so small,
A1l of us said thet it wes in reality a victory snd we heve wondered
whether it would not have been possible to overcome that small
mejority of less than 2,000 if you hed hed more money to do the
necessery work. I presume that the Nstionsl :ssocietion.would have
been perfectly willing to send the money if you had wished it. The
Association had twenty-two of its most capsble ‘orgenizers with Nrs.

Shuler, the corresponding secretarg,at their hesd, working in the

other three‘gtates for many months, snd I think thet about $33,000.
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were furnished to them from the National Tressury. Without this

help they could not possibly have been carried. It would not have

been advisable to send‘uorthern women into Lousiana,but it seems

to me it would have been perfectly proper for you t6 have hed your
share of the campsign funds. My understsnding is that you did not
want any financial sssistance from that source.

We have still 33 stetes to win and if the campaigns are to be
paid for at this rate we will be & long time in getting them, for
our treasury is approaching the bottom. The New Yor Campaign, es
you know, costs about §750900. but the money did not come out of
the Netional Tressury. I can assure you, my deer Miss Gordoq)that
if we are to get the suffrage stste by state, you and I cannot
possibly hope to live to see it become universsl.

Mrs. Cotnam of Arkanses hes just been heat sttending a Nationsl
Board Meeting and she thinks their constitutiog)whicb will be voted
on December 14th and which provides for equal Suffragg)will not be
adopted on account of the drastic prohibition elause. The Texas law
has gone to the Supreme Court. The Secretary of State in Iows fziled
to publish the necessary announcement that the amendment resolution
for suffrasge would come up in the next legislature, so thet its
ressage by the last legislature is null and void and thelg. can be no
Towe campaign next yesr. The only one now pending is that of North
Dakote. If successful it would give us one-third of the stateg/ with
the remeining two-thirds almost impossible to earry.

I do not see how you csn avoid taking this view of it. I
noticed that your emendment did not propose to change your 8tate

constitution in the slightest, exeept to teke out the word "male'tJ
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And the Federal amendment would not interfere in any other way with
your State constitution then simply to make it obligatory to ggit
that one word. As for Federal interference, why would it be any
more likely in the case of negro women than in thet of negro men?
Your willingness to weit is admirable but we of the.ﬁorth are worn
out with this long struggle and if we cen obtain 2 short cut, we are
going to do it. Ve feel =2lmost sure that these three State vietories
will ensble us to get the Federsl smendment through during the present
session. We think the Demoerats will noéLVummuit the blunder of
leaving for the Republicans the opportunity to submit it. If they
do they will have very little elsim on the votes of women in the
equel suffrege states in 1920, as the women cesnnot vote for either
candidate "é;cause he kept us out of war” If, however, the measure
goes over until the next Congress, we have enough of the new members
pledged to it to cerry it beyond a doubt. Even if the amendment is
submitted'this w11l not prevent state campaigns.

Hoy,my dear friend, do secept the inevitable end)even if you
cannot work for it, do not try to impede it. I sympathize with your
feelings on the snbjectl but I am sure that after it is "un fait

eccompli"‘you will wonder why you were so bitterly opposed. Your

AAALO2
Senator &% couldland possib%7 would give the lacking vote if your

organization would consent. The new Senator Polloek of South Csrolina
hés pledged his vote in favor. We are extremely anxious that the other
vote 21so shell be Democretic in order thet the Republicans cannot

claim a pertisen adventsge. Three-fourths of their Senstors voted

in favor on October 1lst =nd less than half of the Demoeratic Senators.
7755

President Wilson sew at what disadvantage wiAmiials the party would be

4
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placed at the next election and thet wes one reason why he endeavored
to save the situation.

We mew that the idees of primery suffrage was yours end you
shall have the credit for it in the next volume of the Historyyif 38
have anything to do with it. All of us give you and your sister the
lion's share in your recent near-vietory. I haven't heard from
Iaurs Clay for sges. There is not a women in the world whom I
admire more than I do her.

Mrs. Shuler had to stay in Oklshoma until November 15th because
there was no doubt that arrengements were under way to "count out"

the suffrage majority. They mey be able yet to esccomplish it, but she

wll
thinks there haes been so much publieity that this twwtd be impossible.

We do not want eny more state campeigns if it can be avoided,
We put your pletform and ca2ll on our bulletin board here at head-
querters and thought they were Vedondid. You mey be sure alweys of
my warmest personal friendship and my appreciation of the splendid
service which you have given to the cause of women suffrage. I hope
when you are rested & little you will write me a letter and tell me
all about your campaign.

With my warmest love to you and your sisters, I am, as ever,
Sincerely yours,
JQLMW
Eéitofigl C‘sirmgg, Leé{}e AfoiggékﬁurEauc /
1 /1 e
/) : /

, : e
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My dear MNrs.Harper:

vith this letter I send the official returns Jjust received {rom
gecretary 91 Svase, It differs from the nawspaper returns
inasmuch ag i1t records 4 Parighes out of the ©H4 &8 sguinst and
raperg revorte were 9, In faot Tensas, Vest 3atom Rouge were
reported to nus as having carrisd aad I bvelieve fthey dia, Plague
mines wase renorted with a great adversze majority and on my sending
word $t0 our Uhalrman she deomanded a recount and dSuraned the tables,
My own opinion 1is that of those listed against, issumption, Vernon
jest Batoa Houge, Tenses and Yamperoa did give us o majority and the
first renorts were the correct onese, However the thing that xilled 4s
was the animeted pay roll in ¥.0, under directioas from Martin
Behrmanu the Mayor,
I was not too sptimlistic in believing th amendment would carry. I
am still wondering how the German Kelser dared to defy aevery polie-
tical advice asnd advigor in the state, The Governor stood like a
stonewall behind us, Phe men whos has been reckoned jartin Behrmanns
Boss, Bob Awing National Committesman , while admitting to me perasonally
he dild not believe ik woman sufifrage, said we bad t0 make & ¢hoice of
eviles and his papers iun Hew (Oriesms and Shreveport came out in the
strongest editoriasls advising for the safety o0f the state that we had
to take our medicine or take it by Federal imednment, Every prominent
political leader in the state wss on record, as advising fulfilling
the Democratic pParty's advice for woman suffrage by state Znactment,
0f courge had Fla conditions not beon what they were we still gould
have wop without Hew UOriesns, Usually september and Dotober are
drouth months (we ocall it sugay woather Lecuuse theo Cane stops growiag
and the sachurine <forme) but this year the rain yoFed avery day une-
til in most of tho Parishes the Auto's wvent to their hubs end all
uuBecOs 8Ly traval was out of the question, From the Ioth of UOecte
te the 24%h of Hovember no meotings of any kind were sllowed 80 what
should have Dboexn our most astive time wun foy vote getting was
io0ste 2he inclosed letter wiil show you what we did in reacaing
the voters aad 1% was regarded as unanswerable, e sent in Orleans
to tho 43,8600 regidtered voters this letter, Mlany of the prarishes
did likewise,
Now you ask whether the smull majority sgalnst gcould have beenr turzed
had we¢ had more money, No, I answey uneguivocally. HNot unleas the
amouat of money hud bDeon big enough to buy the gang &8s individusis,.
The biggest argument us a sentiment maker was the faoct that Louisisna
women were finamcing she campaign and that the Hational Bad been
reguested 0 stay out as we were running a stete right campasign. Io
fact the liguor veople were trying heaven and eerth 10 get something
on Jesn and me a8 favoriag & federal amendment and went so far as t0
advertise that we were iaying double bescauso we wore listed =as
Life ilembers of the Rational, :




No , the proper and wise thing to have done in our campaign was done in
requesting that no Hational money be sent o the state, and the National
fulfilled myg request in this regard,

I have read your comments on the the suffrage situation as you see it
and your conclusion that a federal amendment 1is inevitable, But is 1t?

I have always admitted the orobability of submission but I lock on
ratification a8 not a short cut $o the suffrage, It is imposaible

t0 go into a discussion of why even with the repubiicans in power : 4
think they will be slow to repeat +their historical blunder of the 70's
even if they could but which south will block,

On the Subject of Gay's vote I do not possibly see how his vote can be
secured, He made his campaign very definitely on a woman suffrage
plank but against the federal amendmeny at any cost, When 1 first De~
gcame & sufsfragist, I really believed wonmen would introduce a higher
political standard and would homor men carryiag out the mandates of
their comstituencice. When I read Hrs. Catts eulogy on Ransdell's
treachery to hie state , as expressv¢d in a letter to me , I know that
all she has said on the rights of & constitunency was poppy cock as far
as believing its agplication when it interfered with what she wanted,
Dhen $00 I have never been able to reconcile suffragists bveing willing
t0 argue for woman suffrage as & war measgure _ 2 basic human right
war or no var, 4L nation drafting men to fight and die for the prine
ciple of suifzagegxxisnszliizad denmocracy visualized , our inconsistency
but never justified +the leaders of our movement substituting an expe=
diency clain,
Phe troudble with you northers suffragists in this federal amendment dis~
cussion is your lmability to see that the pringiple of gelf government
for the state 1s a&s pgreatas self goverament for the individuzl. Centralize
and its dangers have certainly been demonstrated in Germany
and when wo foderalize electioms then we will have cextsialy verpetuity
for the party in power that will take another oivil wur to undo, I wish
i felt free to express Lthe dangeVl see looming, for America and/waich
the great state right prineipls will be our sgviug grace,  NO even b i R ¢
nad the nower t0 -ehaunge Bddie Gay I certainly would not exercise it,
neither will I _nof txj g g ({8 I reread your letter on the
negro women and the guestion propouunded, I realize hov far apart we
are in the understanding of the guestion, It is not the negro woman.
nor the 0 man especially but the ¥dlizing of the frauds of the I4th
and ISth smendments, and which 4if applied will mean for the south to
accept the ideals ¢f an inferior race or contiaue €0 perpetuate upon
cur peovple the tyranny of a one party power a8 a matter of self defeuse,
you
But now I'm through I cannot convince you aany more than X can goavince me
on the wisdom of & federal woman suffrage amendment, Had the National
not resorted to every imfluence under the sum to diseredit the Jouthern
genference now would have been a& golden opportunity for the flank stroke,
I still have some carde t0 wplay if I ever get a chance to be free 10 play
them, it is poesible that the guestlon will be up again in lLa. in the
very near future, We are hard at work getting all ihe poll taxes peild
before the end of [9i8, for of conrse you know that no mas can vote in
1920 wunless 1918 and 1919  tazes are paiad, Hany, many , many favoradle
votes for our amendment were lost Dbecause in 916 some fellow failed
to pay his poil tax. it works to the advantage of the professional
r6litician in every lmstance,

o
o
1

*

Yoes without vanity Jean and 1 caan claim erediys for the suffrage
timent that is so genuinely wideapréﬁ in La, fhe Woman Suffrage
under Mrs. Holmes as far as I could make out when they straddled
were 2ble to rally four Wwomene. Jhey c¢laimed the Suffrage House
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