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PREFACE

This inventory of the town records of Hampden is one volume a

series bearing the title Inventory of the Town and City Archives o
Massachusetts. It is anticipated that eventually in such series will be
listed the records cf every govermmental unit in the State. Copies of
this volume and of every publication of the Massachusetts Historical
Records Survey are distributed to prominent libraries of the nation and
to the larger and more centrally located libraries of Massachusetts.

R
b B
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he purpose of the project is to survey, preserve, and render accessible
historical source materials of all kinds. The work is divided into the fol-
lowing main classifications: Public records, private manuscripts, church
records, early American imprints, historical portraits and newspapers. In
the development of this survey, certain techniques have been found practi-
cable, depending on the nature of the subject matter, such as the methods
f the inventory, the guide, the calendar, the check list, and the index.

The actual work of gathering information concerning historical
materials at their place of storage or custody has in most cases been pre-
ceded by the necessary task of putting records in order, of cleaning,
dusting, refilipg, and treating them. This function of the project, often
performed by its workers under very difficult conditions, may well be
regarded by future generations as a most important contribution of the
survey Scarcely less important, however, are the editorial processes to
which all information must be subjected before publication. As a result
of such editing, gaps and inadequacies are spotted, inconsistencies rec-
onciled, and order brought out of chaos.

In the field of public records it has been found necessary not only
to sketch briefly the history of the county or town and its government
but alsc to preface the inventory of each subordinate office or institution
with an outline of its development based upon its own records or upon
statutory or other sources. In the inventories of church records, similarly,
the preparation of the history of each church constitutes a task equally
arduous with that of locating and listing its records In Massachusetts
two broader works have been undertaken. The general historical background,
statutory origin and functioning of county, city, or town offices have
been studied with a view to providing satisfactory accounts of the develop-
ment of county and municipal government generally. These latter under-
takings are now happily nearing completion.

The inventory of the town archives of Hampden is the second in the
series of such inventories covering the towns of Hampden County. The
Survey is indebted to the town officials of Hampden for their cooperation
and to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, Frederic W Cook, without whose
sponsorship this project. would not be possible.

Mary Elizabeth Sanger
State Supervisor
Historical Records Survey
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PART A  HAMPDEN AND ITS RECORDS SYSTEM

Historical Sketch

The town of Hampden, in Hampden County on the Connecticut border, was
incorporated in 1878, but it had been settled for almost 140 years before
that time The original settlers, headed by Stephens Stebbins, moved in-
to what was ther .he fourth precinct of Springfield about 1741.1 These
early settlers were farmers, but in 1750 a sawmill was erected on the _
Scantic, and in 1764 a gristmill was established on Twelve Mile Brook 3
Soon the area had been sufficiently freed from woods and forests to enable
the scattered inhabitants to grow enough wheat, rye, and corn to meet their

needs.?

The town of Wilbraham, which developed from the fourth precinct, was
incorporated in 1763 ,5 By 1775 there were four school districts in the
southern part of the new town which, in 1782,6 became the "South Parish of
Wilbraham, "and eventually the town of Hampden The south parish did not
win this degree of autonomy without a struggle The initial move for
separation took place in 17'72,7 and it necessitated arbitration by a com-
mittee of out-of-town residents before the south parish came into existence.
It then took more than a century before the south parish gained political

as well as religious autonomy.

The people in the south parish lost little time in using thear newly-
won authority. In 1783 the erection of a meetinghouse was begun,” but it
wos 10 more years before the parish appropriated 246 pounds 15 shillings
to finish the church and to "see it glassed."

Possibly to save the expense of a lot, this building was erected in
the road running through the south village, a short-sighted action, which
brought much trouble in later years After many unsuccessful attempts to
move it to a more desirable situation, the present lot was purchased in
1834. At the time of removal the church was remodeled and in 1869 the ex-
penditure of $3,000 made possible a complete modernization of the structure.
The Reverend Moses Warren, who had been ordained in 1788, served as the first

1. Rufus P, Stebbins, Historical Address Delivered...June 15, 1863,

PP« 7075 s

Thidie, peecddis

Wilbraham, Town Clerk, Town Records, I, 15.
Stebbins, op. cit., p. 164.

Province Laws, IV (1757-1768), 1763, ch. 9.
Acts, 17885 ichssil.

Wilbraham, Town Clerk, Town Records, I, 196-197.
Thidias LliaiRa sl a8

Stebbins, op. cit., p. 144.

Wilbraham, Town Clerk, Town Records, II, 149.
Stebbins, op. cit., p. 146.
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Tirst entry p. 32 Historical Sketch

minister from that time until his death in 1829 1

Tor almost half a century the Congregational Church remained the
only religious society in the south parish In 1830, however, a Methodist
society was established, drawing the membership partly from the parish
church and partly from new settlers of that faith 2 Prior to this time
the Methodists had been obliged to travel to the north parish, where a
Methodist society -ad been founded as early as 1791 Services in the
south village ware originally held in the schoolhouse, but the society
soon became sufficiently strong, both numericallv and financially, to
erect its own place of worship A harmonious relationship seems to have
existed between the Methodists and those of the "standipg order", as no
serious doctrinal disturbed the peace of the community

The Baptists did not establish themselves officially in the south
parish until 1854 Many of their members had been formerly affiliated
with two Baptist churches in Wilbraham which had become inactive

Two other religious denominations flourished for a time One of
these, the Universalists, organized a society in 1826 but never gained
sufficient strength to erect its own church building, various school-
houses serving for meetings For a few years prior to 1843, the
"Millerites" had also been active, arousing no little comment by their
"demonstrations™ and prophecies that the end of the world would arrive
in April 1842 The members, finding themselves and the world still intact
when the predicted day of judgment had passed, quickly lost interest, and
the majority transferred to more orthodox denominations

By 1875 Wilbraham was divided into twelve school districts, four of
which (numbers 3, 4, 5 and 6) lay within the south parish In its report
for 1877, the last year before the incorporation of Hampden, the Wilbraham
school committee presented educational statistics showing a total of 369
pupils, 97 of whom lived in the south parish Of the $2,957 49 expended
in the town, $1,107 was charged to the southern area

No attempt seems to have been made to establish a public high school
in the south parish, but secondary education was not forgottem In 1844
the southern inhabitants organized the Hampden Academy and erected a small
but well-equipped building, the whole enterprise financed by local sub-
scription An association of public-spirited people controlled the acadeny,

1 Toid, v, 147
2 Alfred Minot Copeland, A History of Hampden County, Massachusetts,
3.~ Stebbins, fop..icit..,  ppi 187, 168

4 Ibid , pp. 155,186

5% Thid ; pv-188

6 Wilbraham, Selectmen, Annunal Reports, 1877, p. 23




Historical Sketch First entry p. 32

which supplied d well-balanced curriculum at an annual cost of $88.50
per pupil The academy prospered for about 30 years, but the openin§
of public high schools provided competition which it could not meet
The building was later used as the Hampden Town Hall :

Like virtually all early New England settlements, argiculture was
for many years the principal occupation of the people Although limited
in area, because »[ the proximity of the adjacent hills, the valley of
the Scantic proved fertile and provided some of the most productive land
in the whole town As in the north parish, the settlers raised wheat,
corn, and rye; then in the early nineteenth century dairy products began
to gain ascendancy and the dairy business has since become the most
Iucrative pursuit of Hampden farmers t the time of the incorporation
of the town in 1878, vegetable growing and poultry farming had acquired
a place of importance, while fruit growing, an earlier development, was
still carried on to some extent The natural timber which covered the
south parish constituted an important product until after 1880 Since the
development of the great wheat fields of the west, however, wheat raising
has proved unprofitable and rye is seldom seen, but corn and hay still
grown in considerable quantities to provide fodder for cattle Although,
for a few years at the close of the nineteenth century, tobacco was
raised with some success this eventually gave way before the competition
of planters in the more suitable lower Connecticut Valley

While agriculture has always provided the principal source of liveli-
hood for the people of Hampden, a few industries, not to be included in
the small enterprises which formed necessary adjuncts to early New England
communities, sprang up during the parish period Following the establish-
ment of the first sawmill on the Scantic by Lewis Langdon in 1750, another
was erected two decades later by Abner Badger on Third Brook During or
shortly prior to the Revolutionary War, Langdon also started a gristmill
a short distance below his sawmill, which stood near the spot later occupied
by the Ravine Mill This was followed by two gristmills, one erected by
David Burt in the southeast part of the town, the other by a man named
Wright on Middle Brook ° A settler named Bacon from Brimfield built a
third gristmill on the Scantic a short distance above Langdon‘s two mills,
but soon sold out to Christopher Langdon, grandson of Lewis The business
afterwards passed into the hands of William Moseley, who rebuilt both the
mill and the dam, adding & sawmill and a shingle mill Later the establish-
ment burned down and the Ravine Mill was erected on the same site

About the turn of the century, Burt added a sawmill to his gristmill,
while Charles Sessions built still another sawmill on the Scantic, which
he afterwards abandoned to erect one on the site later occupied by the
South Wilbraham Mamifacturing Company About 1850 a sawmill and a grist-
mill appeared to the west of the mountain, where the Lacousic Woolen Mill

1 Eaward A Chase, giéﬁériéal‘ﬁd@igég Delivered ‘Ngvembef“ié, 1885,

2. Stebbins, op

U, pp. 164, 165; Copeland, op ¢it., IIL, 549
3. Stebbins, op 5

i Dl H




First entry p. 32 Historical Sketch

afterwards stood This was the property of Milton Stebbins Although details
are lacking it is known that tanneries were once operated in the south

parish by a man named West, and by Daniel and Jonathan Chaffee Walter

Burt and Jonathan Flint each had fulling mills, while small potash workers
were owned by Paul Langdon and William King, both of whom were conspicuous
figures in the early life of the settlement

During the early part of the nineteenth century, a greater variety in
manufacturing activities became apparent About 1800 a factory was estab-
lished on the Scantic by John Roper for the manufacture of chains for farm
use Also about 1800 Stewart Beebe erected a cider distillery of consider-
able size A few years later paper-making was carried on for a time in the
sawnills and gristmills built by Moseley, but this industry failed to survive.

An important new development in the industrial life of the south parish
began in 1843 As the successful fabrication of textiles in many parts of
New England had brought prosperity hitherto unknown, Summner Sessions, an
influential business man, determined to establish a woolen factory in the
parish  Accordingly he built a mill on the Scantic, renting it to Bradford
and Scripter, who commenced the manufacture of woolen goods in 1844 Levi
Bradford retired in 1847 and the firm then became a partnership composed of
Luther E Sage, William Sessions, and Samyel Beebe They in turn were
succeeded by Scripter, Sage, and Company The capacity of the plant in-
creased steadily, and in 1854 it incorporated under the napme of the South
Wilbraham Manufacturing Company, with holdings of $50,000 4 In addition
to the original satinets, the plant turned out tweeds, cassimeres, and
doeskins, and for some years did a flourishing business, which led to its
expansion in 1862 Later it passed into the hands of the Lacousic Woolen
Mill Compamny, but failed after a few years and was then taken over by
Brown and Chapman =

Another woolen factory, established in 1858, became known as the Ravine
Mill Although it had been built by Eleazer Scripter, Luther Sage soon
acquired the establishment and prosperity during the Civil Wer made a larger
factory necessary in 1868 Soon afterward, however, profits began to
decline and the plant passed into the control of outside interests Mean-
while in 1865 Luther Sage, ever active in the industrial life of the village,
had promoted the Scantic Woolen Mill Company, which for 10 years manufactured
fancy cassimeres, but in 1875 came into the hands of Judson Leonard

Ibid , p 159
Copeland, op cit , III, 551
Copeland , op cit , III, 551
Tbdd . p: 962
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The plow works of Marcus Beebe, another industry which at one time
flourished in Hampden, was established about 1850 and soon developed a
considerable market in the south, where Beebe's brothers had establiched
themselves in business. It was said that his plows were designed to be
ndrawn by slaves " As support for this t?eory may be cited the failure
of the business soon after the Civil War

In view of the industrial activity of the south parish, which greatly
overshadowed that of the north, it is surprising that complete separation
should have been so long delayed and that the continued opposition of the
northern village checked early attempts to divide the town of Wilbraham
However, by 1820 town meetings were held alternately in the two parishes.

On January 19, 1824 a proposal to divide the_ town was defeated at a
regular meeting in the south parish by 119 to 67 On December 14, 1829
the matter was again broached by inserting an article in the warrant to
choose & committee to consider the division of the town The article was
"passed in the negative nd In 1840,5 again in 1844,6 and subsequently at
various intervals, attempts to secure civil independence for the south
parish met defeat with monotonous regularity As late as November 7, 1876,
a year before success was finally achieved, there was "no action on dividing

the town "

Town meetings continued to alternate fairly regularly between the
meetinghouses in the north and south parishes until 1840 By that time the
0ld meetinghouse of the north parish had become inadequate and a committee
was appointed to secure terms for the rental of suitable quarters On
April 16, 1840 the committee reported that the Methodist church in the
north village could be obtained for $25 a month, while the south parish wanted
$300 for the use of its meetinghouse 8 Shortly afterward, however, the south
parish relented, offering the quarters gratis to the town. Consequently
on November 8, 1841, it was decided to hold all meetings in the south farish,
"unless a place could be found in the center village free of expense." 0

After some years a new meetinghouse was erected in the north parish
and meetings were again alternated. This practise apparently proved un-
satisfactory, for in 1874 a vote to hold all meetings in the center village
was passed by the narrow margin of 191 to 190, which seems to indicate a

1 Tbhid:; p- 59l.

2  Wilbraham, Town Clerk, Town Records, II, 470, 486
ok Ibidiy pw 518

4% wIhids - TLLs =99

5 Ibid , p 239

6. Ibidisy ps 549

a2 Ibide s 909

8. Eb¥d.; ITL5 283

9. Ibid , p 238
10 Ibid , p 263
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great gain in the numerical strength of south parish 1

The efforts of "South Wilbraham", as it was known, to secure complete ]
independence met with success on the 7th of November 1877 At a Wilbraham '
town meeting held in the Methodist Church in the southern village a motion (
to divide "at or near existing parish lines" finally passed by the decisive
margin of 184 to 19 votes © On petition of the town of Wilbraham, the act
incorporating the south parish_as the town of Hampden passed the State {
legislature on March 28, 1878 S The new township, roughly square in shape, |
covered 11,281 acres, bounded on the north by Wilbraham, on the east by |
Monson, on the west by East Longmeadow, and on the south by the towns of !
Stafford and Somers in Connecticut The only irregular line is the one on
the north

The citizens of Hampden lost little time in organizing the machinery
of govermment Only 11 days after the act passed the legislature, they held
the first town meeting, where the principal officers were elected and a
committee was formed to draw up the proposed settlement with the town of
Wilbraham O This committee submitted its report on April 18. On acceptance
by the town, the selectmen with two others were authorized to proceed with
the settlement, provided that the proposals proved satisfactory to Wilbraham
By the final agreement, with which the latter town concurred on November 5
of the same year, the allotment of property valuations gave $586,721 to
Wilbraham and $362,982 to Hampden On the other hand, a proportionate al-
location of the town debt charged Wilbraham with $560 93, and Hampden with
$346 98, this town agreeing, moreover, to repay its share of the old Warriner
Fund Town-owned property, such as schoolhouses, fire equipment, the pound,
and furniture in the south parish became the property of Hampden, which
received quitclaim deeds for the school lands and burial grounds within its
territory

6

The first town meeting on April 8, 1878 was quickly followed by another
on April 18th; the remaining offices were filled and the collection of taxes
was let out to the lowest bidder - the customary procedure in those days
The citizens then proceeded to make the necessary appropriations These in-
cluded $1,100 for the support of the schools, to which the dog fund was added;
$1,100 for the care of the poor, and $6,000 for highway work According
to the annual report for the first year, actual expenditures amounted to
$1,285 71 for schools, $918 75 for the poor, and $542 12 for highways, - the

Ibid , V, 292

Wilbraham, Town Clerk, Town Records, V, 388

Acts, 1878, ch 88

Mass Secretary of State, Historical Data Relating to Counties,
Cities and Towns, p =28

Hempden Town Records, vol A, pp 3-6, see entry 13

Ibid , p 21 '

Wilbraham, Town Clerk, Town Records, V, 414, 415

Hampden Town Records, vol A, pp 8-10, see entry 13

Ibid , p 11.
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jast figure only being very widely at variance with the appropriation,1
Lastly, to ensure funds for the necessary operating expenses of the town,
the, treasurer was authorized to borrow up to $2000 at any time It was also
decided to hold annual meetings on the first Monday in April

For the first few years all town meetings were held in either the Com-
gregational or the Methodist Church but in 1883 a committee was appointed to
investigate the feasibility of building or of purchasing some structure suit-
able for this purposmJ Possibly as an experiment, the next anmual meeting
gathered in Academy Hall, which had been used by the Hampden Academy and now
belonged to an organization known as the South Wilbraham Educational Society-
The hall evidently proved satisfactor% for it was decided to take no action
on matter of securing other quarters Jowever, in 1889 the selectmen
were instructed to consider the question again and to report a year later.,6
with the result that the town, on their recommendation, voted not to buy or
build a town hall 7  Thus, Academy Hall became firmly established as the
official quarters, although ownership was not acquired until 1909, when the
town secured a partial title from the society 8 1In the following year the
voters appropriated $400 to put it into good repair and in 1895 tgey equipped
the office with safes for the proper preservation of the records 1

4

Throughout the history of Hampden, in their conduct of municipal
affairs the citizens have been "cautiously progressive." Never wealthy, the
town has perforce delayed various moves for the public good. Moreover, the
voters have always upheld a "pay as you go" policy While postponing civic
improvements, this has kept the town solvent and free of burdensome public
debt. Innovations have never been adopted spontaneously or on sudden impulse,
and it is seldom that anmy radical change has been passed by a town meeting
the first time it appeared on the warrant Hampden had inherited a_small debt
from Wilbraham, but the entire amount of $725 was paid off by 188l

gge adoption of gaslights along the main street of the village came in
1890.

1. Annual Reports, 1878, p. 7, see entry 2.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 11, see entry 13.
3. Ibid., p. 88

s bl ahst P YO8

5. Ibid., p- 105

Bri - Ebide s pe 189

Pis Tbids 7 pai 1965

87" Thid: volis B¢ p:. "8

95 Tbhid = pei A
10, IThifey voliiAgipw'SlO

11. Anmual Reports, 1882, p 7, see entry 2
12. Hampden Town Records, vol A, p 196, see entry 13
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For these and for the installation of guide posts the town spent $113.08 b
At the same time a public watering-trough was set in the main street and
connect by a small aqueduct with a spring in the adjacent hills 2 Light
service has continued without interruption since that time, but 2 years
passed before electric lights were adopted

In 1896 cam* another important improvement when $500 was appropriated
to secure an citension of the telephone line lately installed in East Long-
meadow © Ai no time has a railroad or streetcar line passed through the
township, despite a number of serious efforts to obtain an extension of the
Springfield Street Railway from Longmeadow to the town The final attempt
to improve connections occurred in 1913 when Hampden joined the Hill Town
Association, an organization of smaller towns united for the specific purpose
of securing electric railroad communications 4 In the case of Hampden, how-
ever, this final effort proved of no avail Thus, a stage line connecting
with the trolley line in East Longmeadow remained the only available means
of public¢ transportation In 1911, however, the horse-drawn vehicles were
replaced by automobiles® and later a regular bus service was maintained
between Hampden and Springfield

Although electric current had been brought into Hampden in 1912, when
the Scantic Mill arranged with the Central Massachusetts Electric Company
to run its wires to that point,6 general public electric service and street
lighting were not made available until 1916 Then at the annual meeting
held on February 7 the citizens appropriated the first @f five annual payments
on a contract for the installation of 50 street lights At the conclusion
of that period an extension of the service was again voted

Road construction and maintenance gradually became more burdensome
during the first 40 years of Hampden s corporate existence The $542 12
expended in 1878° had increased in 1898 to $921 40,10 and in 1918 to $3,368 88 %
Up to this time however, old style gravel roads had not been superseded by
modern heavy macadam '~ The first heavy construction voted by the town did
not come until 1924, when a section of the main road to East Longmeadow was
modernized after an appropriation of $4,000 had been made for the purpose 12

1  Annual Reports, 1891, p 18, see entry 2

2 1bid

3 Hampden Town Records, vol A, p 327, see entry 13

4 Ibid , vol B, p 63

5 Scrapbook of Newspaper Clippings, II, 20 Hereinafter.cited as
Scrapbook

6 LR p- 45

7 Hampden Town Records, vol B, p 121, see entry 13

8 Ibid , p 219

9 Annual Reports, 1879, p 7, see entry 2

10 lbldc,n 18995 p. 16
T welibilde= E919 5 po 20
12 Hampden Town Records, vol B, p 121, see entry 13
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Since that time all principal roads into Hampden have been hardened.
The greatly increased cost of this type of work is indicated by highway
expenditures for 1938 which totaled $17,939.l Essential highway machinery
has now been purchased, beginning with a tractor in 19252 and a snow plow
in 1928.% The town made its first apzropriation for snow removal in 1920,
when $600 was allocated for the work.

Hampden has been the recipient of many bequests from public-minded
citizens. In 7919 Mr. Charles Burleigh offered to donate and erect a
& memorial to the Hampden soldiers who had served with the American forces
3 in the World War. The town accepted his gift on June 28, 1919 and ordered
: the dismantling of the old town pound in order to use stone from its walls
il for the foundation of the memorial.? It was dedicated with appropriate
o exercises on May 30, 1920. The cost amounted to $4000 and the design was

copied from the Civil War monument in Wilbraham

: In 1931 Miss Elizabeth Sessions offered to erect a community building

: free of cost to the town. The academy had long been outgrown as an -assembly
hall for town meetings, school facilities were inadequate, as were those

of the library, and there was no building in the town large enough to hold

a general gathering of the people for amy social purpose. Consequently,

; it was decided that the new town house should contain quarters for a con-

+ solidated school, an assembly hall which could be used also as a gymnasium,

' a town office and vault, and a library, at an estimated cost of $60,000.
Funds of $6,000 were already available through a previous gift for the

o construction of a library building and Miss Session offered to furnish the

55 remaining $54,000. This was gratefully accepted by the people at a meeting

held on August 7, 1931. At the same meeting an appropriation of $7,000
was voted for the purchase of a suitable lot, to be raised by absorbing
$1,000 into current expenses, and making a loan of $6,000 to be repaid in

15 years,7

The site decided upon lay at the intersection of Main Street and North
Road, including the lot formerly occupied by the Congregational Church be-
g fore it was burned in 1924  On September 7, 1931 the town voted to take
this tract of approximately two acres by eminent domain.8 By the following
spring the building was completed, and 2,000 was voted for the purchase of
— the necessary furniture and equipment. Dedication of the Hampden Town
House took Eéace the following Juné 19th, when it was opened for general

public use.

1. Annual Reports, 1939, p. 27, see entry 3

2. Hampden Town Records, vol B, p. 281, see entry 13.
3. IThitc, Dw 827-

4. Tbid:, pi 209

5y~ Thidi, pv 194,

6. Scrapbook, III;, 54, 76. . 5

7. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 379, see entry 135
8 -Ibhide,ip.:381s ¢

g - Thid.; p. 595
10. Scrapbook, VI, 63.
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Thus, the town has become the owner of a splendid building of red brick
construction with two stories and basement, and a single-story assembly
hall In addition to the facilities already named, a fully equipped kitchen
and dining hall have been provided in the basement The high quality of
materials and workmanship are particularly noticeable in the interior finish-

ing

Although the town now had little use for Academy Hall, when an opportu-
nity arose in 1934 to acquire full title to the building, the people bid
$4,000 for it and remodeled the basement as a garage for town equipment
Later, the main floor was made available for a boys' club and a social
center,z and space was given to such organizations as the Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, Ladies Aid, and Young Men’'s Christian Association

Numerous decisions at town meetings have reflected the character of
the citizens and their reactions to the questions of the day Since 1883,
for instance, the inhabitants of Hampden have prohibited the sale of in-
toxicating beverages Paralleling this action, an appropriation was in-
variably made for the prosecution of violations of the liquor laws “ The
eighteenth amendment itself did not prove universally popular, for Hampden,
in the state election of 1922 voted against its ratification 55 to 49
Moreover, Hampden went on record in 1933 as favoring repeal by a count of
88 to 40 ‘' Since then the sale of intoxicants has been allowed in the town,
but at present only one license is in operation and this establishment lies
on the outskirts, where a large part of its business is transient In the
referendum on pari-mutuel betting, presented at the state election of 1934,
Hampden voted "yes" on horse racing and "no" on dog racing,9 but four years
later when the question was again submitted, the citizens said "no" on both
counts

4

Since 1933 the town has taken advantage as far as possible of the
Federal relief program The initial appropfiation for the Civil Works Ad-
ministration work was made in February 1934 and a number of projects,
usually calling for construction and road work, have been undertaken under
the Fmergency Relief and Works Pro%ress Administration In 1938 the town
spent $855 09 as its contribution, 2 but since then activity has ceased

1 Hampden Town Records, vol B, p 459, see entry 13
2 Scrapbook, VII, 120

3 Hampden Town Records, vol B, p 312, see entry 13
4 Ibid, vol A, p 86

5 Ibid , passim

6= Tbid -5 vol By p..2244

Voo oilbiide sopr - 421

8 , Vo= tpie 15

@0 = Tbidc, vol. By pii456

10 Ibid , p 549

4. Ebdde s pird32

12. Annual Reports, 1939, pp 29, 30, see entry 2
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because of the scarcity of available relief labor. At present no WPA
projects operate in the town.

.ck
As we have seen, Hampden, at the time of its incorporation in 1878,
1en was engaged in considerable industrial activity, with three woolen mills
operating locally. TUnfortunately, however, these enterprises did not
. sh- survive. A number of factors contributed to their failure, particularly

the isolation of the town from other more populous centers, making it
difficult to secure workers, and the general decline of textiles in the

U= smaller towns of New England. As still another contributing factor, there
may be mentioned the series of disastrous fires which have injured the
Hampden mills.

The story of the dissolution of these industries may be told briefly.
Brown and Chapmen were succeeded as operators of the South Wilbraham Mill
by Hinsdale Smith, who placed the actual management of the factory in the
control of his son.2 Fire brought an end to its existence in 1892, when
the plant was completely gutted and never rebuilt

For some reason, the Ravine Iill was particularly susceptible to
fires After its destruction in 1878 with a loss of $50,000, a second
1, fire in 1886 caused damage to the building amounting to $20,000 and
destroyed $15,000 worth of stock. The owner, Horace Kimball of Providence,
repaired the gamage and in the following year leased the mill to a man

m, named Risley Little can be learned concerning its operators during the
S next few years, but op April 11, 1904 the factory completely and finally
e burned to the ground. The 75-foot brick smokestack of the Ravine Mill,

which stood for many years as a reminder of Hampden's former industries,
was finally razed in 1933.

oo

The Scantic Mill, last of the three to survive, belonged to Judson
Leonard in 1878. After a few years he failed and the Kemnworthy Brothers
conducted.a successful business for some time in the manufacture of yarn,
blankets,.and cloth.” By 1903, however, the business had ceased to be
profitable with the resultant departure of the Kemworthys. For three
years the-mill stood idle, but in 1906 operations were resumed under a
Mr. Redding 8 The last phase of its activity began in 1912, when the
Hampden Woolen Company commenced operations in the mill with a force of
about 25 péople.g In 1900, while the Ravine and Scantic Mills were still

1. Information secured from C, F. Medicke, WPA coordinator, by
Lawrence Green in.February 1941.
Copeland, op. cit., III, 581.
Serepbook, I, 11.
AL 00 b o o e Y8
Ebidh s n 55,
EbEdats s Ve 975
Copeland, op. cit., III, 553.
Scrapbook,. I, 46.
Ihid - ELy 43
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in operation, but apparently surviving only under difficulties, the town
made a vain attempt to ease their financial burdens by voting to petition
the legislature to exempt from taxation all manufacturing concerns in the
town employing 25 or more employees.l Unfortunately, the causes for the
departure of industry proved too deep-rooted to disappear before such a
small dispensation. On the failure of the Hampden Woolen Company the
mill was dismantled, thus bringing to an end the industrial era in the
town of Hampden, at least so far as textiles were concerned.

Available records fail to describe the ultimate fate of all the old
gristmills and sawmills, which existed in the early days. One at least
still stood as late as 1885, when George W. Smith sold his sawmill to Alpheas
Peck for $3,400.2 A cidermill now over a hundred and fifty years old, is
now being operated successfully by Mr. Neil S. Kibbe, one of the selectmen
of the town.3

The Congregational Methodist, and Baptist denominations were all
firmly established in Hampden before the incorporation of the town. In
1881, by act of the legislature, the Congregetional society changed its
legal title from "the South Parish of Wilbraham" to "the First Congregational
Society of Hampden."4 Apart from this none of the three underwent any
radical change until the year 1914, when, on August 23, the Congregationalists
and Baptists federated.® Two years later they asked the Methodists to
join them; the last named society accepted the invitation on November 27,
1916. Since at the time the Federated church had no pastor, the Methodist
minister assumed charge of the union.® For five years services alternated
between the three church buildings, but in 1921 a new and progressive
clergyman, the Rev. H. F. Fulton, proposed that the Congregational Church
be used for the religious services exclusively, the Methodist building be
converted into a community house, and the Baptist Church into a town
library.”

Before this plan could materialize, however, events occurred which made
realization impossible. On July 9, 1923 the Federated church reorganized,
revised its constitution to put control into the hands of a central executive
comnittee, and changed its name to the Community Church.8 During the same
summer the Congregational building was completely renovated and reopened
for use on November 9,9 but a few months later on January 24, 1924, it was
completely destroyed by fire, thus leaving only the Methodist and Baptist

structures for the use of the church.l0 At about that time the

1. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 406, see entry 13.
2. =Scrapbook, I; 7

S Enlds OV ELT 97 98y

4. =Aets; 1881, chi 85,

9% “Serapbook, II, 87.

6o = Ibxkds  ps 151

o= kbid: - TIT ;=915

Soaedbids TR0

9 nhdd sy D, 85,
105 S Tbid: ;op. 869
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Rev. John Cameron, a Baptist minister who had held the pastorate from 1898
to 1904 returned to Hampden With former members of the Baptist church
who preferred not to remain in the Community Church, he reestablished the
Baptist society, which retained the Baptist Building 1 The Community
Church, therefore, had but one meetinghouse, the former Methodist Church,
and on May 17, 1926 the Methodist members confirmed the action of the
Methodist conference by selling the property to the Community organization.

On March 6, 1932, a disastrous fire broke out in the Baptist Church.
Not only was that building entirely destroyed but the adjacent house of the
town clerk was burned to the ground, the total loss being estimated at
$25,000. The new Baptist Church, erected in 1935, is a substantial brick
structure, containing an assembly room for services on the first floor and
an apartment to serve as a home for the minister on the second floor ‘A
was opened for use on August 10, 1936 5

heas

While a separate parish of the Roman Catholic Church has never been
formed in Hampden, services have been held in the town since the development
of the textile industries attracted people of that faith. At first Cornelius
Flynn opened his home for the celebration of Mass; later, when larger
quarters were necessary, Academy Hall was secured St. Mary's Church was
built in 1881 and since that time has been operated as a mission of the
Catholic parish in Monson Part of the town cemetery was set aside as a
Catholic cemetery in 1881

Four of the Wilbraham school districts lay within the town of Hampden.
Immediately following separation, they were renamed and renumbered, as
follows #1, the Center School; #2, the McCray or West Side School;

#3, the Scantic School; #4, the Hendrick, or East Side School, which later
became the Newell School 8 Repaired and improved from time to time, they
remained in operation until 1902, when the old Scantic School building

was replaced © Ten years later, on January 30, 1913, the Center School
burned®and at a town meeting held on the following March 17 it was voted
to appropriate $1,500 to add to the $2,000 realized from the insurance,

to finance the erection of a new and larger two-room building.lI As the
Newell School had always been the smallest of the four, the town in 1917
voted to discontinue the holding of classes there With its closing at the
end of the school year,iz three schools remained in Hampden

ade

tive

Ibid., IX, 47

5 Ibid , IV, 108.
Ibid , VI, 49.
Ibid , VIII, 99.

Thid., IX,; 47,
Ibidass EIT5 184
Reports, 1882, p. 5, see entry 2
Lhiide 71879y pi 28
Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 453, see entry 13
Scerapbook, II, 53.
Hampden Town Record, vol. B, p 67, see entry 13.
12. Annual Reports, 1917, p. 46, see entry 2
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Fire struck again in 1918, when the West Side School was burned 1
The town received $1,500 from the insurance company to cover the damage
To this sum the voters on August 19 appropriated $5,500 to erect a two-
room building to replace the former structure 2 The three schools con-
tinued to operate without change for another 10-year period By 1929, however,
improved methods of transportation had made it possible for the children
in that area to resch the larger and better equipped Cenger School; ac-
cordingly the Scuntic School was claosed in January 1929

Further consolidation followed the erection of the new Town House,
which was opened in the summer of 1932 Since the new building contained
four large, well equipped classrooms, as well as other facilities, all
schooi activities were concentrated there at the beginning of the September
term In anticipation of this move, the town authorized the selectmen to
sell the West Side, Center, and Scantic School buildings S However, the
Center School did not immediately find a purchaser and on February 7, 1938
it was voted to transform it into a town garage at an estimated cost of
$500 6 0On the following May 2, this vote was rescinded, and it was decided
to dispose of the building and land ” Miss Elizabeth Sessions, to whose
family the land originally belonged, is the present owner

Probably because of the limited population, few civic or social organ-
izations have gained a firm foothold in Hampden The local group of the
National Grange has had a checkered careeer, for since its egtablishment
in 1887 no less than three reorganizations have taken place Beginning
on Segtember 29, 1913, however, agricultural fairs have been held each
year Other societies with agricultural interests have flourished
spasmodically On February 7, 1921 an appropriation of #5? was made to
promote the work of the Hampden County Improvement League, 0 and two years 4
later a like sum was given for the support of the County Aid to Agriculture 1!
In 1938, one year after the introduction by the State of child elinies
for children of preschool age, the town voted $350 for the continuance
of the work.l® Although at ths annual meeting on April 2, 1900 the citi-
zens appointed a committee to investigate the possibilitg of establishing
a board of trade, this organization never materialized.l

1 Scrapbook, III, 26
Hampden Town Records, vol B, p 172, see entry 13
Annual Reports, 1929, p 65, gee entry 2

2
S 1 Re
4 - .Ibid 31932, pp- 70, 73

5 Hampden Town Records, vol B, p 389, see entry 13
6 Ibid , p 529

7 Ibid , p 537

8 Scrapbook, passim

9. . Ihid.,; 1T, 68

10. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 219, see entry 13.
ThiaIbid. ;. p. 250,

12, - Ibid., p. 529,

13. 1Ibid., vol. A, p. 406.
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The first census of Hampden took place in 1880, 2 years after incorpora-
tion; the popglation numbered 958 persons— in comparison with 1628 found
in Wilbraham.® For almost 50 years thereafter a slight but consisteng
decrease in population occurred in Hampden: From 958 to 782 im 1900, to
670 in 1915, and to 632 in 1925,4 Since that time the town has been slowly
retrieving its former losses; in 1930 there were 684 people in the town and
in 1935, 854.° The first decline was probably influenced by the gradual
decrease in industrial activity, although even when the textile mills were
in full operation Hampden was not greatly effected by an influx of foreign-
born. In 1895 only 148, or 20 percent, of the 743 jnhabitants were immi-

grants and of these 88 came from the British Isles Since 1925, with the
improvement of roads, the general use of automobiles, and the scenic charm
of the country, Hampden has attracted mamy Springfield people, who have
helped to make it a desirable residential area

In view of these trends in population, a table showing the operating
costs of the town at 20-year intervals is illuminating:

Year Operating expenses
1878 $4,426.797
1898 $7,469.648
1918 $27,244 00°
1938 883601 .37

Again we may attribute the increasingly heavy burden which has fallen upon
the taxpayers of Hampden to three principal factors: The high cost of
modern road construction, for since 1924 five principal roads have been re-
built with heavy macadam; the expansion of secondary school education,
necessitating expenditures the transportation and tuition fees; and lastly,
greatly increased outlays for relief. To quote only from the report for
the year 1939, total expenditures for highways amounted to $1’7,959;1l for
education, $20,800 95;1° and for charities, soldiers' benefits, and WPA,
$13,37O.31;—5 These three items accounted for almost 70 percent of the
total budget for the year. As accounts show a net funded debt of only
$4,400,14 despite greatly increased obligations, it is evident that Hampden
has retained the financial stability with which it began its career.

1. Mass. Secretary of State, Census of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
1895, T, 1655

2. Ibidw, ps 169.

3., U. S. Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United States,

Taken in the Year 1910, p. 575
4. Mass. Secretary of State, The Decennial Census, 1935, p 12

6. Mass. Secretary of State, Census of the Commomvealth f Massachusetts,

7. Annual Reports, 1879, p. 7, see entry 2

8. Ipid., 1899, p. 19.
9. Ibid., 1918, p. 28.
10, - Ibid., 1988% p. H0:
11. Ibid., 1939, :ps 87

12, ~ Ibids pe B4s
16y IBia p. B0s
145 Ibid., ps 44
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GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

As indicated in the historical sketch, separate civil govermment did
not begin in Hampden until its incorporation as a town in 18’78,l even
though the territory had been inhabited almost 140 years.

The establishment in 1741 of the fourth precinct of Springfield, which
composed most of the area of the present towns of Wilbraham and Hampden,
gave this secftion some self-govermment. The precinct was allowed to levy
taxes for the support of the ministry and to elect parish officers, but
other public affairs, such as the establishment of schools and the building
of roads remained under the control of Springfield. In 1763 the town of
Wilbraham, of which the southern section, now Hampden, was a part, secured
complete independence 3 But the division of Wilbraham into the north and
gouth parishes in 1782 was again purely a separation of the areas into two
religious organizations.4

The warrant of the first Hampden town meeting, held on April 8, 1878,
instructed "the inhabitants of said town who are qualified to vote" to meet
for action upon the various articles of the warrant . Thus, the open town
meet%ng was established. At first all officers were elected by popular bal-
lot,° but later it became customary to choose by acclamation the minor of-
ficials’ or to give the selectmen power of appointment. From the first,
financial control remained with the voters, for only by their decision could
appropriations be made, but the administration of finances within the limits
set bthhe town was vested in the selectmen. The voters only could authorize
loans,

While there have been numerous changes in relation to the various of-
fices, comparatively few alterations in the fundamental methods of procedure
have pc: - made These have consisted largely of improvements made possible
from time to time by the general statutes

At the second meeting held in the town on April 18, 1878, the annual
meeting and election of officers was set for the first Monday in April in
each year,9 where it remained until 1910, when the third Monday in March was
chosen, with the fiscal year ending on the first Monday of that month 5

&
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1+ -Acbts; 1878, chi B8:

2. Province Laws, XII, 1734-1740, 1740-41, ch. 147

8 Ibid TV (175768 )i 1635 cha -9

4. Actg,; 1782, chiy s

5 Hampden Town Records, vol. A, pp- 1, 2, see entry 13
6. Ibid., pp. 3-6, 8-11.
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In 1915, however, the voters decided that the fiscal year should coincide
with the calendar year; consequently the annual meeting was moved to the
first Monday in February,l when it is held todsay.

Progressive modernization in the matter of balloting has Eaken place
from time to time In 1884 a voting machine was put into use.® Although
the first attempt to introduce an official ballot for town elections suffered
defeat in 1903,Y T.ampden in 1907 accepted the Australian ballot. In 1917
the town adopted an amendment of the 1916 State constitutional convention
relative to legalizing absentee voting 5

The employers' liability compensation law, passed by the State legis-
lature in 1911,° was adopted by Hampden in 1914. At the same time the town
approved the 8-hour day for municipal employees 7 The voters in February
1934 established a 30-hour week for town employees on highway work at the
time the Federal relief program began,8 but this evidently proved impractical,
Tor in the following April the acgtion was rescinded and the selectmen were
authorized to set working hours.

Hampden has never adopted an official code of town bylaws, although an
article to that effect was inserted in the warrant_for the annual meeting of
1939, which the voters paSEed over without action. The official seal of the
town was accepted in 1900

Nonpartisan politics prevail in town elections, but Republican and
Democratic town committees were organized on September 2, 1932 and the firgt
party caucuses were held prior to the elections in November of that year

According to the warrant for the annual meeting held February 1, 1941,
the present govermmental organization consists of the following elected
officers: A moderator, a clerk and a treasurer (onec men elected to both
offices), three selectmen and members of the board of public welfare, a tax
collector, three constables, a tree warden, and an auditor, all at present
serving l-year terms; a cemetery comaission, a school committee, a board of
assessors, and a board of library trustees, each consisting of three members
on 3-year terms, with one member elected each year; and a five-member planning

1. -Ib¥d, p- 101
2= Ibids 5 voli- Ay ipy 107
. = Ebddy s D 4708
45 =Tbide, pe-bY7S:
Sz S Ebliduayolat B p il 601
6. Acts, 1911, ch. 494,
7. Hempden Town Records, vol. B, p. 87, see entry 13.
8. -Thide; pe 432%
9% —:Ibids ps458.
L0 Tbids p.” 564
Tl bbidi,  vol A% pa 405
12% ~Ibid ;> vol, Bi: p, 402
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board, for 5 years with one member elected annually 1 In addition, the
gelectmen annually appoint:@ A bookkeeper, a superintendent of sireets,

a burial agent, a caretaker of soldiers’ and sailors' graves, three fence
viewers, two weighers, three measurers of wood, bark, and charcoal, a
sealer of weights and measures, a field driver (listed also as pound keeper
in the published list of officers, but not so designated in the actual
appointment), a moth fiperintendent, a forest warden, an animal inspector,
and a meat inspect -.< DBesides the regular officials, three special police
officers were nimed in 1940 3 While the list of appointments for 1941 is
not yet complete, probably no radical changes will be made Beginning in
1942, however, the selectmen and welfare board will serve 3-year terms

Since the town has adopted no bylaws or local ordinances, the functions
of all town officers are entirely controlled by statute or by action of
the town meeting. Appointed officers function under direct control and
supervision of the selectmen, although in the case of the animal inspector,
meat inspector, forest warden, and moth superintendent the State shares

responsibility and approves appointments.

Records System

The public records of the town of Hampden are, on the whole, complete
and well arranged, virtually all the basic records being extant from the
date of the town's incorporation in 1878. Among these might be cited the
town-meeting minutes (entry 13) and vital statistics (entries 16-25) kept
by the town clerk, the assessors' property valuations (entry 38), and the
treasurer's receipts and expenditures (entry 52) However, a few essential
records could not be located, notably the assessors’ minutes of meetings
and 15 years of the collector's tax-commitment records (entry 47)

It will be noticed that many of the unbound records are kept in boxes,
bundles, and folders which are not labeled properly. It would be useful to
label these containers according to subject matter and by inclusive dates
of the records contained therein.

The contents of the file drawer used for the current records of the
clerk and treasurer might well be split up and the records of each office
kept separately. The same suggestion is made for the drawer used for the
current records of the bookkeeper and public welfare department

There is a general lack of indexes and it is suggested that proper
indexes be prepared for the following records: General file of the selectmen
(entry 6), legal records kept by the town clerk (entry 28), general file
of the clerk and treasurer (entry 29), general file of the bookkeeper and
public welfare (entry 86), and records of contagious diseases kept by board

of health (entry 91).

1 bid ¥ vol: L, p. 42
2 didia ;. D1t

3, Information secured from Mrs. Violet M. Gottsche, towun clerk, by
Lawrence Green in March 1941
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HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS

All the public depositories of Hampden are situated in one building,
the Town House They contain an estimated 93% of the total volume of
records The Town House is a splendidly built, modern brick and stone
structure, erected in 1931. The section of the building containing the
school and library consists of two stories and basement, while the remain-
ing portion, which includes the assembly hall, is one-story high, with an
unfinished basement below. In the southeast corner of the basement will be
found the town office. Here many of the current records of the clerk and
treasurer, the relectmen and board of public welfare, and the town book-
keeper are housed in modern steel filing cabinets All are well kept and
arranged under properly organized filing systems. Conveniently situated
near the office stands a roomy fireproof vault which constitutes the
principal depository for the town's records Steel shelving lines three
sides of the vault from ceiling to floor, together with one steel safe-
cabinet used by the clerk; this equipment provides ample facilities for all
town records for many years to ¢ ome On the first floor of the building
are the offices of the librarian and dental cliniec. The school principal's
office is on the second floor. While these depositories do not previde full
fire protection, the records there are well cared for and arranged, with
modern filing equipment providing adequate storage facilities

A few records are housed in a public depository outside the town.
These are the records of the school cormittee in possession of the superin-
tendent of the East Longmeadow, Wilbraham, and Hampden School Union. They
are housed in the office of the superintendsnt, on the second floor of the
Town Hall, East Longmeadow. While they are excellently kept, arranged, and
housed, fire protection is poor, for most of the files containing them are
of wood and the building itself is of sccond-=class construction

The condition of records in the Town House and the Town Hall in East
Longmeadow is summarized in the following tables:-

TOWN HOUSE, MAIN ST

Depository Town Off Town Va. Librarian's Off.
Location Basement Basement 1st fl
*Dimensions 15x15x9 8x8x7 10x14x10
Cubic Feet 2025 448 1400
Fire Resistant No Yes No
Shelving Wood Steel Wood
Containers Steel Steel Steel
Lighting Good Good Good
Physical Condition Good Good Good
Accessibility Good Good Good
Arrangement Good Good Good
Future Capacity Ample Ample Ample

Departments Using

Town Office: Town Clerk, Board of Public Welfare, Bookkeeper, Treasurer,
Selectmen

Town Vault: Bookkeeper, School Committee, Tax Collector, Selectmen,
Board of Public Welfare, Town Clerk, Assessors, Treasurer, Board of
Health, Board of Registrars

Librarian's Office: Selectmen
*Dimensions are given as length by width by height in feet
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TOWN HOUSE, MAIN ST. Town Hall, Main St
il ———Fast Longmeadow
Dental Rrincipal‘s Office of
Bepegitory .. =~ COiinie Office . School Supt.
Location 1st f1 2nd ik 2nd f1
*Dimensions 15x10x10 30x20x12 10x8x9
Cubic Feet 1500 7200 720
Fire Resistant No No No
Shelving Wood None Wood
Containers Wood Wood Wood & Steel
Lighting Good Good Good
Physical Condition Good Good Good
Accessibility Good Good Good
Arrangement Good Good Good
Future Capacity Ample Ample Ample
Departments Using Board of Health School School
Committee = Committee

*Dimensions are given as length by width by height by feet

Private Depo

For convenience in operation, a

in their homes

sitories

number of town officers keep records

In total, they represent only about 5% of the records

of the town, and in most cases they comprise only recent or current records.
In no case is fire protection afforded these privetely housed records, but
otherwise they are properly kept, with 211 due care being taken for their

safety and proper preservation
and title of each officer, and the name of the

records belong:-

Name
Homer 'I. Hatch
Edwin C. Stacey

Charles D. Fiske
E J Thresher
Percy Fuller

Leroy 0. Howlett

Mrs. Grece M. Carew
Richard Joyce
Charles Lemon

Charles F. Medicke

The

Address

Main ot =7 =
Main St.
Main St.

Main St
Scantic Rd.
Chapin Terrace

Main St.
Glendale Rd
Glendale Rd.
Somers Rd

following

Title

" Assessors

Tax Coll.

Sealer of Wts.
& Msrs.

Inspector of
Slaughtering

Inspector of
Animals

Supt. of Sts.,
Tree Warden

Library Trustee

Cemetery Comm'n.

Moth Supt
Clerk

list shows the name, address,
department to which the

Departnent

Bd. of Assessors
Tax Coll
Sealer of Wts.
& Msrs
Inspector of
Slaughtering
Inspector of
Animals
Supt. of Streets,
Tree Warden
Library Trustees
Cemetery Comm'n.
Moth Supt.
Hampden Volunteer
Fire Company
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Recommendations

The following recommendation is made for the ultimate preservation
of the records of the town: In the vault in the basement of the Town
House the steel shelving is not suitable for permanent storage of loose
records. For these records, file boxes or cabinets, preferably of steel,
should be provided, with the records properly arranged and labeled.

Of a more general nature is the suggestion that all town officers
turn in records kept at their residences for permanent storage in the
vault immediately after those records cease to be current. In fairness
to the present officers it must be stated that at present very few such
past records are being held by them.

cise




ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Abbreviations
alph. alphabetically num, nunerically
arr. arranged, arrangement off, office
bdl(s). bundle! s) Op. cit. work cited
ch. chapter P., PP. page, pages
chm. chairman passim here and there
chron. chronologically ptd. printed
coll. collector Rd. Road
discont. discontinued res. residence
estab. established sec(s). section(s)
b, file box(es) St street
£rds file drawer(s) supt. superintendent
il floor T, H. Town House
ndw. handwritten va. vault
ibid. ibidem (in the same place) vol(s). volume(s)
no. number WPA Work Projects
Administration
Symbols
X by . feet
-- continues to date g denotes ommission in
4 inches quoted matter

equivalent to

Explenatory Notes

Inventory Arrangement

The town offices are arranged in the order of their importance from a
functional viewpoint, with related offices grouped together. Records
within an office are classified by subject. Within each subject classifi-
cation, entries are listed in the order of their importance, and for rec-
ords considered of equal importance, a chronological sequence is used.

Titles of Records

Exact titles of records are written in solid capitals without par-
entheses. In the absence of titles, descriptive titles have been assigned,
which are written in solid capitals and enclosed in parentheses. If a
record title is not descriptive of the contents of the record, an assigned
explanatory title (or explanatory words), written with initial capitals
and enclosed in parentheses, has been added. The current or most recent
title of a record is used as the entry title, and any title variation is
indicated.
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Labeling

ring, or other markings on a record are shown
quantity. If no labeling is indicated, it

Discontinuances

Where no statement is made that the record was discontinued at the
last date shown in the entry, it could not be definitely established that
such was the case. Where no comment is made on the absence of prior,
subsequent, or intermediate records, no definite information could be

obtained.

Cross References

Title-line cross references are used to show the continuity of a rec-
ord series which has been kept separately for a period of time and with
another record or records for a different period of time. An example is
shown in entry 18: "1941-- in (General File of Clerk and Treasurer), en-
try 29-i." In entry 29-i there is a corresponding body-of-entry reference
carrying a descriptive title and number of entry 18: "Birth certificates,
1941--, entry 18."

Title-line references are also used in artificial entries, i.e.,
those entries set up to cover records which are shown separately under
their proper office even though they are kept in files or records appear-
ing elsewhere in the inventory, as for example, the title-line reference
in entry 90: "In (General File of) Selectmen, entry 6-i."

Separate third-paragraph cross references from entry to entry, and
See also references with subject headings or subheadings are used to show
prior, subsequent, or closely related records which are not parts of the
same series.

Indexing

If a record is indexed, mention is made of a self-contained index or
reference to a separate index is indicated. If there is no index to a
record, the fact is stated in the entry.

condition of Records

If no comment is made regarding the condition of records, it may be
assumed to be satisfactory.
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Explanatory Notes

Dimensions
S EL AL

Except where otherwise indicated, dimensions of volumes, file boxes,
or maps are shown in inches; dimensions of volumes are given in the order
of length along binding edge, width, and thickness; dimensions of file
cases, boxes, and drawers in the order of height, width, and depth.

Location

The location noted is that of the date of the final check of the in-
ventory, approximately 4 months prior to publication. Meny records, es-
pecially current ones, are in constant use by officials, and subject to
frequent transfer from office to vault and from vault to office. Shifts
from one vault to another also occur, but less frequently. The Historical
Records Survey cannot guarantee that the record will be found in the loca-
tion noted, but merely that the record was found there at the date of the
inventory field check.




PART B. TOWN OFFICERS AND THEIR RECORDS

I. BOARD OF SELECTMEN!

At the first meeting of the town, on April 8, 1878, the voters
elected, as their executive officers, three selectmen who were chosen
as "overseers of the poor also."? This procedure has been followed con-
sistently to the present time.

As executive officers of the town the selectmen include in their
functions the operation of all town business not specifically delegated
to some other office or board. In addition they exercise supervisory
control over the other officers of the town within certain legal limita-
tions. In financial matters their authority is complete in respect to
authorizing expenditures and approving bills, restrained only by the
limits of the appropriations voted by the town.

In addition to these general powers, many specific duties have been
voted to them by the town. For the first few years all town officers
were elected by the people, but in 1883 the selectmen received authority
to appoint a special police officer.® Two years later, on April 6, 1885,
they were directed for the first time to act as agents in instituting
suits for the town or in defending it against suits brought against it.

An important phase of the activities of the selectmen has been the
supervision of highwday work. .Shortly after the incorporation of the town,
tkhe voters ordered the division of the town into six highway districts and
the distribution of appropriated funds among them for the maintenance of
roads. At the same time a .highway surveyor was chosen for each district
to work under the direct supervision of the selectmen.® From 18806 to
1888 the selectmen appointed the highway surveyors; in the latter year,
as directed, they themselves served.’ In 1889, although instructed to
appoint a road commissioner, the selectmen continued to act as surveyors8
and in 1890 the office was abolished. Despite the election of three road
commissioners? the selectmen retained supervisory control, as they did
from 190910 to 1920, when one highway surveyor was elected. In 1920 the
expanding program of modern road building made further centralization of

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 3, see entry 13,
S idde s pai9)

4, Tbid., p.-120.
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Board of Selectmen First entry p. 32

authority necessary and the highway surveyor was replaced by a superintend-
ent of streets, appointed by the selectmen.l

With two other citizens, the selectmen formed the committee appointed
to make final settlement with the town of Wilbraham at the time of separa-
tion.2 The town in 1903 directed the selectmen to encourage the establish-
ment of an electric railroad into Hampden, but their efforts were unsuccess-
ful.3 Many of the specialized duties assigned to this board concerned the
purchase or improvement of town property. When in 1889 agitation was re-
newed for securing a town hall, the selectmen were commissioned to investi-
gate the matter and report at the next annual meeting.4 Again in 1909 they
acted as agents of the town in purchasing a part interest in the Academy
Hall.° In 1927, when the town voted to give the use of the hall to various
civic and social organizations, the voters stipulated that this should be
done under supervision of the selectmen.® Many responsibilities incident
to the planning, building, and furnishing of the new Hampden town house and
the improvement of the surrounding grounds devolved upon the board in 1931
and 1932.7 Afterward, they sold the school buildings which consolidation
of classes in the town house had rendered vacant .8

For many years the selectmen served without salary, but in 1921 in-
creasing responsibilities made a small compensation justifiable hus,
at the annual meeting on February 7, 1921, in accordance with the provi-
sions of a State law enacted the previous year,9 a schedule of salaries
was approved for a number of town officers and the selectmen were included.
A recompense of $100 a year went to the chairman of the board and $30 to
each of the other members.l0 In 1938 these salaries were increased, the
chairman receiving $150 a year, and the other members, $50.

Elections to the office of selectmen have always been made annually
and the original number of three has been maintained since 1878.12 At the
annual meeting in 1930, an article was inserted in the warrant to extend
the term of office to 3 years, one member of the board being elected each
year. The town was not yet ready for this innovation, and the article was
passed without action.t® At the annual meeting in 1941, however, a similar

3RS T H o)y e St o et R o 9 1 A AT
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3. Ibid., p. 480.
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10. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 218, see eptry 13.
11, “1bt8., ps 587

12+ Ibads-y passim,
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article was approved by the voters, making effective in 1942 the election
of three selectmen for 1, 2, and 3-year terms respectively. Thereafter
one member of the board will be chosen annually to serve for a 3-year
term.

Functioning under State law and without official action by‘the town,
the selectmen have served, since 1878, as registrars of voters.? On a
similar basis, through legislation enacted in 1894, they became the board
of health, although again no definite . /action was taken in respect to cre-
ating the office in the town.®

Reports of the selectmen have been published annually since the in-
corporation of Hampden. These include summaries of work accomplished as
overseers of the poor from 18784 and to 1927 and as a board of public wel-
fare since that period.5

All records are in the Town House; except where otherwise noted, they
are in the town vault. In addition to the following records, see entry
1%3-i for clerk's record of licenses issued by selectmen 1881-1919, 1933--.

Minutes and Reports
(See also entry 6-x)

1. RECORDS, 1878--. 5 vols. (2 vols., 1878-95, A, B; 3 vols.,
1895--, unlabeled). Title varies slightly.
Minutes of selectmen's meetings: Discussicn of and action taken on
paupers, highway districts, contracts, jury lists, appointment and elec-
tion of town officers and committees, licenses, permits, grants, petitions,
financial matters; place, date, time of meeting; name of chairman, secrec-
tary. Also contains:

i. Miscellaneous licenses and permits, record of, 1878--: Name of
grantee; type, conditions, dates of issue and expiration of
license or permit.

ii. Orders to treasurer to pay bills, record of, 1878-1920: Name
of payee; amount, number of order. For original warrants
ordering payment of bills 1933--, see entry O58.

iii. Perambulation of town boundaries, record of, 1878-88, 1934:
Copy of vote to perambulate town lines; description of bound-
aries. For certificates of perambulations 1884-1909, see en-
try 10-ii.

Ehids ol G -p. Dl

nete, 18785 ch. 201.

Tbiid. - 1894, ch. 219,

Annual Reports, 1879, pp. 3-8, see entry 2.

P -

Ibid., 1927, pp. 10-42.
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Minutes and Reports

RECORDS, 1878--. (Cont'd)
iv. Petitions (copies) for pole locations, 1891, 1900, 1920--:
Name of petitioner; date of petition, vote; proposed location,
height of poles; specifications of materials.
v. Voting list, 1882: Names of voters.
Minutes arr. chron. by date of meeting; i-v arr. by subject. No index.
Hiw. 250 to 500 pp. 14 x 9 x 1 to 149 % 18

2. ANNUAL §iPORTS OF THE OFFICERS OF THE TOWN OF HAMPDEN, 1878--.
63 vols. (dated). Title varies slightly.
Reports of town officers, departments, and committees, giving statement
of activities, finances, and recommendations. Also contains copies of
town-meeting warrants: Text, number of article; place, date, time of
meeting; instructions to constable. Arr. chron. by year. 1878-1933, no
index; 1934--, indexed alph. by subject. Ptd. » 30.t0 120 . pp. 9 .x6 X 1/8
to 9 x 6 x §. Librarian's off.
For original town-meeting warrants 1933--, see entry 30.

Licenses
(See also entries 1-i, 6-ii,-iii,-iv)
3, LICENSE (Stubs), 1928--. 2 vols. Prior records destroyed.
Stub record of licenses issued to merchants, innholders, peddlers, auction-
eers, amusement operators: Name of licensee, location of business; type,
number of license; date of issue, expiration. Arr. ehron. by date of
issue. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 14 x 6% 3/4,

Roads and Pole Locations
(See also entry 1-iv)

4. (ROAD PETITIONS), 1933--. 1 folder. Prior records destroyed.
Contains:

i. Copies of petitions of selectmen %o county commissioners for
road construction: Name of county, town; location, dimensions,
type of construction requested; date of petition, names of
selectmen.

ii. Notices of public hearing on petitions: Name of county, town;
text, date of petition; place, date, time of hearing; date of
-notice, signature of sheriff.

iii. Replies from county commissioners: Name of county, town; date
of petition, hearing; decision, signatures of commissioners;
date of decision, attestation of town clerk.

Arr. chron. by date of petition. No index. Typed. 10 x 8 X 4. Box.

5. RECORDS (Pole Locations), 1914--. 2 vols. (A, B).
Record of pole locations granted to public utility companies: Name of
utility company; date of petition, grant; specified number, locations of
poles; specified number of wires; signatures of selectmen, clerk. Arr.
chron. by date of grant. No index. Hdw. 200 pp. 16 x 10 x i
For pole-location orders 1936--, see entry 29-viii.
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Miscellaneous

(General File of) SELECTMEN, 1933--. 1 f.d. Prior records
destroyed.

Applicent's statement of family resources (in WPA cases) 1936--,
entry 90.

Applicaticus for common victualers' licenses, 1934--: Name,
address of applicant; location of business, description of
premises; date of application, signature of applicant.

Application for license to sell alcoholic beverages to be drunk
on premises, 1934--: Name, address, signature of applicant;
location, nature of business; type of license required, date
of anplication.

Applications for oil burner permits, 1938--: Name, address of
applicant; name of oil burmer; location, capacity of oil stor-
age tank; description of building; signatures of applicant,
selectmen; date of application, approval.

Contractors' bids: Name, address of contractor; description,
specifications, quantity, unit cost of materials or services to
be supplied; total cost, terms, date of bid; signature of con-
tractor.

Contracts for construction materials, supplies and services,
1936--: Names, signatures of contractors, selectmen; articles,
amount of consideration, terms, specifications, conditions,
date of contract.

Correspondence with State Department of Public Works relative to
road program; with State Dircctor of Accounts relative to finan-
cial procedure; with state alcoholic beverage commission rela-
tive to legal rulings on licenses; with State Department of
Conservation relative to approval of appointments; with State
institutions relative to care of welfare recipients; with
Federal Civilian Conservation Corps relative to applications
and quotas; with district WPA office relative to approval and
operation of projects; with other towns relative to welfare
claims and perambulations of town lines; with other town de-
partments relative to appropriations; with business concerns
relative to bids, prices and contracts; with individuals rela-
tive to complaints, requests for licenses.

Deeds to town property, 1934--: Name of grantee, grantor; loca-
tion, description of property; terms, date of deed; volume and
page reference to recording in county registry of deeds, date
of recording.

Release of claims in taking of land by right of eminent domain,
1938--: Name, address of grantor; name, location, type of
project; nature, terms, conditions, date of release; signa-
ture of grantor, witness, attorney.
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(Géneral Tile of) SELECTMEN, 1933--. (Cont'd)
x. Reports from collector to selectmen of unpaid taxes 1936--:
Date of report; year, kind, amount of unpaid tax; name, address
of taxpayer.
Arr. alph. by subject or name of correspondent. No index. Hdw., hdw. or
typed on ptd. form. 12 X 13% x 26. Town off.

7. AGREFMENTS, INSURANCE POLICIES, AND OFFICERS' SURETY BONDS),
1917--. 1 wooden box. Prior records destroyed.
Contains:

i. Agreements (copies) with State Department of Public Works, 1934--:
Name of town, county; date of petiticn by. town; date, terms,
conditions of agreement; description, location of work; amount
of state allotment, contribution by town; signatures of commis-
sioner of public works or his agent, selectnen.

ii. TFire insurance policies on town property: Name, address of insur-
ance company; date of issue, expiration; amount of coverage and
premium, conditions, terms of policy; name, location, type of
construction insured; description, valuation of building, con-
tents; signature of insurance company official.

iii. Surety bonds of town officers: Name of officer, title of office,
date of appointment or election; name, address of bonding com-
pany; date, number, period, terms, amount of bond; signatures
of sureties, bonded officer, representative of bonding company,
witnesses; date of approval, signatures of selectmen.

Arr. by subject and thereunder chron. by date of record. No index. Typed
on ptd. form. 12 x8 x 14.

T
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8. JOURNAL, 1878-1925. 4 vols. System discont. 1925.
Record of appropriations and selectmen's orders authorizing expenditures
therefrom: Name, year, amount of appropriation; amount, purpose, date,
number of order; name of payee; total annual expenditures, amount of un-
expended appropriation balance. Includes annual summary of appropriations,
receipts, expenditures, assets, liabilities, departmental appropriation
balances. Arr. chron. by year. No index. Hdw. 300 pp. 14 x 11 X l%.

9. RECORD - JUROR (and Militia List), 1878--. 1 vol.
Contains lists of:
i. Men eligible for military service, 1879-1920: Name, age of res-
ident; date of list, signature of town clerk.

{i. Residents drawn for jury service, 1878--: Names of jurors, date
of drawing; kind, place, date of service; signature of town
clerk.

Arr. chron. by date of list. No index. Hadw. 160 pp. 16 x 10 x 3/4.
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10. TOWN LINES PERAMBULATED AND DIVISION OF FEN
Contains copies of:

i. Agreements between adjoining landowners relative to erection, re-
location, or maintenance of division fences, 1884-1903: Loca-
tion, dimensions, description of fence; terms, date of agreement;
signatures of landowners, witnesses; attestation of clerk, date
of recording.

ii. Certificates of perambulations of town lines, 1884-1909: Names of
adjoining towns; statement, date of perambulation; location of
lines, signatures of selectmen, attestation of clerk, date of
recording. For record of perambulations 1878-88, 1934, see en-
trysl=a1i.

Arr. chron. by date of recording. No index. Hdw. 250 pp. 16 x 10 x 1.

1884-1909. 1 vol,

11. RECORD OF TFIRES - PROPERTY OF MASS. INSURANCE DEPT. IN HAIMPDEN,
1884-92. 1 vol. System discont. 1892.
Date, cause of fire; location, type, valuation, use of building involved;
names of occupants, owner; amount of demage, insurance on building and con-
tents; percentage of loss, amount of insurance paid. Arr. chron. by date
of fire. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 75 pp. 15 x 15 x &.

1ron.

12. (Register of) TRAVELLERS & VAGRANTS, 1901-13. 1 vol. System
estab. 1901, discont. 1913.
Name, age, employability, mental condition of transient; number, date,
purpose of visit; nature of work sought. Arr. chron. by date of visit. No
index. Hdw. under ptd. head. 150 pp. 18 x 12 x 3/4.

II. TOWN CLERK1

At the first meeting of the town on April 8, 1878 the warrant called
for the election of one man as a town clerk and treasurer.® This practice
of combining the two offices was followed until 1908, when the clerk and
the treasurer were elected on separate ballots.5 However, this change has
made little actual difference, for it has been the invariable custom %o
elect the same person to both offices. From the beginning the term of of-
fice has been 1 year.

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 3, see entry 13.

O TEbId - D5 DA,

4, Ibid., passir




37
Town Clerk [18-15]

The town clerk serves without fixed compensation, receiving only the
customary fees for issuing licenses and recording instruments. A report
by the clerk showing the number and kinds of licenses issued, accounts of
fees, and figures on vital statistics has been published in the annual re-
ports of the town since 1883.1 The clerk is ex-officio clerk of the board

of registrars.

All records are in the Tewn House; except where otherwise noted,
they are in the town vault.

Minutes and Reports

13, RECORDS - TOWN GF HAMPDEN, 1878--. 3 vols. (A-C).
Minutes of town meetings: Discussion and action on reports, appointments,
salaries, and fidelity oaths of town officers, school and special com-
mittees, special employees; on appropriations, granting of authority to
treasurer to borrow money, expenditures from dog fund, purchase of prop-
erty for town's use, perambulations, erection of school buildings, approval
of jurors, highway construction and acceptance, liquor laws. Includes re-
sults of national, state, and local elections. Also contains:

i. Record of liquor, auctioneer, innholder, and poolroom licenses

issued by selectmen, 1881-1919, 1933--: Name of licensee; cocn-
ditions, purpcse of license; date of issue, expiration; names of
selectmen.

ii. Warrant (copy) for town meetings 1878--: For description, see
entry 30.

Arr. chron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 600 pp. 14 x 9% p < 2%.

14, (REPORTS CF DOG LICENSES AND FEES), 1933-40. 1 folder. Prior
records destroyed. 1941-- in (General File of Clerk and Treas-
urer), entry 29-ix.
Monthly report of dog licenses issued and fees collected, sent to treas-
urer and acknowledged and returned by him: Number, types, serial num-
bers of licenses issued; amount of fees collected, retained, transferred
to treasurer; date of report; signature of clerk, treasurer; date of re-
ceipt by treasurer. Arr. chron. by date of report. No index. Hdw. on
ptd. form. : 10 x 8 x .- Box.
For copies of reports kept by bookkeeper 1936--, see entry 67.

15. (REPORTS OF FISH AND GAME LICENSES AND FEES), 1933-40. 1
folder. Prior records destroyed. 1941-- in (General File of
Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-x.
Duplicate monthly report of sporting, hunting, and fishing licenses issued,
originals sent to State Department of Conservation, Division of Fisheries
and Game: Number, types of licenses issued; amount of fee per license,

1. Annual Reports, 1884, p. 16, see entry 2.
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total amount of fees collected; amount retained by élerk, forwarded to
State; date of report, signature of clerk. 1941-- includes names and
addresses of licensees whose licenses have been revoked. Arr. chron. by
date of report. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 10 x 8 x %. Box.

Vital Statistics

16. (Record of) BIRTHS, 1878--. 1 vol.
Name, sex, color, condition of child; place, date of birth; number, date
of registration; names, addresses, birthplaces of parents; occupation of
father. Arr. chron. by date of registration. For index, see entry 17.
Hdw. under ptd. head. 350 pp. 22 x 14 x 13.

17. INDEX TO BIRTHS, 1878--. 2 vols.
Index to (Record of) Births, entry 16: Name of child, page reference.
Arr. alph. by name of child. Hdw. under ptd. head. 200 pp. 13 x 10 x l%.

18. (BIRTH CERTIFICATES), 1903-40. 2 bdls. 1941-- in (General
File of Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-i.
Name, sex; color, condition, place and date of birth of child; names,
addresses, ages, birthplaces, color of parents; occupation of father,
maiden name of mother; name, address of attendant; name of clerk; number,
date of certificate. Arr. chron. by date of certificate. No index. Hdw.
onsphd.iRform:” £ 8 x> 7x 1. Box,

19. MARRIAGE (Intention) RECORDS - HAMPDEN, 1878--. 1 vol.
Name, address, age, occupation of prospective bride, groom; date of re-
cording, signature of clerk. Arr. chron. by date of recording. No in-
dex. Hdw. 160 pp. 16 x 10 x 3/4.

20. (Record of) MARRIAGES, 1878--. 1 vol.
Name, address, age, color, birthplace, occupation, prior marital status
of bride, groom; place, date of marriage; names of parents; name, address,
title of person officiating; number, date of registration. Arr. chron. by
date of registration. For index, see entry 21. Hdw. under ptd. head.
350 pp. 22 x 14 x 1%.

21. INDEX TO MARRIAGES, 1878--. 2 vols.
Index to (Record of) Marriages, entry 20: Names of contracting parties,

page number. Arr. alph. by names of contracting parties. Hdw. under ptd.
head. 200 pp. 13 x 10 x 13.

22. (MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES), 1903-40. 1 bdl. 1941-- in (General
File of Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-vii.
Name, address, age, color, occupation, prior marital status of bride,
groom; place, date of marriage; names of parents, maiden name of mother;
name, address, title of person officiating; number, date of certificate;
signature of clerk. Arr. chron. by date of certificate. No index. Hdw.
onpbdisform. 8- x 7.x. Iy Box.
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23. (Record of) DEATHS, 1878--. 1 vol.
Name, address, age, sex, color, birthplace, occupation, marital status of
decedent; cause, place, date of death; place of burial, names of parents;
number, date of registration. Arr. chron. by date of registration. For
index, see entry 24. Hdw. under ptd. head. 350 pp. 22 x 14 x 13.

24, INDEX TO VEATHS, 1878--. 2 vols.
Index to (Record of) Deaths, entry 23: Name of decedent, page reference.
Arr. alph. by name of decedent. Hdw. under ptd. head. 200 pp. 13 x 10 x

1%.

25. (DEATH CERTIFICATES), 1903-40. 3 bdls. 1941-- in (General
File of Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-v.
Name, addréss, age, sex, color, birthplace, marital status, occupation of
decedent; cause, place, date of death; place of burial, name of undertaker;
names, birthplaces of parents; name of doctor filing report, signature of
clerk; number, date of certificate. Arr. chron. by date of certificate.
No dndex: «Hdw: - on:iptd. ferm. - 83 xi7 x 1. Box:

Licenses and Permits
(See also entries 13-i, 14, 15)
26. (COPIES OF DOG LICENSES), 1933--. 3 bdls. (dated). Prior
records destroyed.
Name, address of owner; name, color, breed, sex of dog; date of license
issue, expiration; amount of fee, license number, signature of clerk. Arr.
cgron. by date of issue. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 pp. 10 x 4 x
13,

27. (BURIAL OR REMOVAL PERMITS), 1901-40. 2 bdls. Prior recocrds

destroyed. 1941-- in (General File of Clerk and Treasurer),
entry 29-ii.

Name, address, age of decedent; cause, date of death; name, address of

undertaker; name, location of cemetery; date of permit, certification

that terms of permit have been observed; signature of cemetery superintend-

ent or undertaker, board of health agent or clerk. Arr. chron. by date of

permit. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 10 x 8 x 2. Box.

Miscellaneous

28. RECORDS (of) MORTGAGES AND ASSIGNMENTS - TOWN OF HAMPDEN, 1878--.
4 vols. (A-D).
Contains the following trenscribed records:

i.. Assignment of wages, 1879-1927: Name of assignor, assignee, em-
ployer, witness; amount, cause, term, date of assignment; attesta-
tion of clerk.

ii. Auditor's oath of office, 1891-1908: Name of auditor; text, date
of oath; signature of auditor, clerk.
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RECORDS (of) MORTGAGES AND ASSIGNMENTS (Cont'd)

iii. Bill of sale, 1892--: Name, signature of vendor, vendee; de-
scription of property sold; place, date of delivery; amount,
conditions, date of sale; date of instrument, recording; at-
testation of clerk.

iv. Constable's surety bond, 1882-1905: Amount, date of bond; signa-
ture of constable, surety.

V. Crop-control and feed-loan contracts made with Federal Agricul-
tural Adjustment Administration, 1935--: Names of contracting
parties; terms, date of contract: poriud covered; signatures
of selectmen, federal government officials.

vi. Discharge of personal property mortgage ¢ Name, address,
signature of mortgagor, mortgagee; lcc:tinn, description, val-
uation of property; amount of consideration; conditions, term,
date of mortgage; attestation of clerk; time, date of iirchurg&

vii. Notice filed by married woman conducting business under own name,
1884-1934: Name of businesswoman e, location, nature, date
of establiskment of business; >Ss, occupation cf
husband; date of registration; ¢ of businesswoman, clerk,

viii. Notice of foreclosure of mortgage, 1889 Name, address of
mortgagor, mortgagee; place, date of recording of mortgage;
certification, date of service of intention to foreclose; date
of intended foreclosure, signature of mortgegee, attestation of
clerk, date of ding

ix, Personal property For description, see vi; omits time,
date of disch

X =Wrid of 3tpack;m; Name, address of “l“jvtiff, defend-
ant; location, S ‘ptiou of wro>orty attached; name of court;
date, time of hea lamnum, date of writ, attestation of
clerk, dtto of .re In 'u es process officer's return.

Arr. chron. by date of reco inOACd alph. by names of principals.

Hdw. 260 pp. 14 x 9+ x 1

29.
Contains
A
Siate
g,

1%

V.

Vil

vii.

(GENERAL FILE OF CLERK AHD ° TREASURER) , 1936--. 1 f.d.

the following clerk's records:

Birth certificates, 1941--, entry 18.

Burial or removal permits, 1941--, entry 27.

Certificates for use of trade names, 1937--: Name of proprietor;
name, address of business; date of certificate, signature of
owner.

Correspondence with State and town departments concerning legal
matters, town reports, vital sta tistics, registration of voters,
fish and game licenses; with private firms concerning printing,
purchase of supplies.

Death certificates, 1941--, entry 25.

Election of State representatives, record of, 1936--: Number of
vot es cast for each candidate in each town district, statement
of expenses filed by candidate.

Marriage certificates, 1941--, entry 22.
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(GENERAL F1LE OF CLEEK AND TREASURER) (Cont'd)

viii. Pole-location orders issued by selectmen: Name of public-utility
company, date of petition; date, place of hearing; date, condi-
tions of order; volume and page reference ta entry 5; signa-
tures of selectmen and clerk. TFor record of pole locations

1934--. see entry 5.
ix. Reports of dog licenses and fees, 1941--, entry l4.
x. Reports of fish and game licenses and fees, 1941--, entry 15.
%i. Warrants for town meetings, 1941--, entry 30.
Also contains the following treasurer's records:
xii. Bills, pay rolls, and vouchers, 1941--, entry 57.

xiii. Correspondence, entry 63.
xiv. Dental-clinic receipts, board of health's report of, 1939--,

entry 53
xv. Notices of welfare reimbursement from State, 1939--, entry 64.
xvi. Schedule of collector's payments to treasurer, 1941--, entry 54.
xvii. Treasury warrants, 1941--, entry 58.

Arr. alph. by subject and thercunder chron. by date of record. Typed on
ptd. form. 12 x 14 x 26. Town off.

30. TOWN MEETING, 1933-40. 1 folder. 1941-- in (General File of
Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-xi.

Original warrants for primaries, elections, and town meetings: Text,
number of article; date of warrant; place, date, time of meeting or e-
lection; instructions to constable, signatures of selectmen. Includes
constable's return. Arr. chron. by date of warrant. No index. Hdw. and
typed. 14 x 8 x £. Box.

For published copies of warrant 1878--, see entry 2; for warrants
recorded in minutes of town meetings 1878--, see entry 13-ii.

31. (RECORD OT NOTICES OF APPLICATIONS FOR NATURALIZATICN), 1887-98.
Fevol,
Name, address, age, occupation of applicant; name of court, date of filing
of notice. Arr. chron. by date of filing. No index. Hdw. under ptd.
head. 100 pp. 15 x 10 x 3.

III BOARD OF REGISTRARS!

In accordance with a legislative act passed in 1877, the selectmen
have acted as a board of registrars,“ but no local action in confirmation
or approval of their position has been taken at any time. Because of

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2hohas I8 sich =208




[32-36] Board of Registrars

this statutory control, few references to their activities are found in
the town records, the first notation appearing in 1881 when the selectmen
"Issued, to be posted in the Post Office and on Bulletin Board, notices to
all persons to present themselves for Registration on the 20th inst."l A
later entry made on the day specified, informs us that the selectmen "re-
vised Register of Voters in accordance with notice issued on the 1l4th,"?
By State law the town clerk acts ex officio as clerk of the board of reg-
istrars. No report of the board of registrars is included in the annual
reports of the town.

All records are in the town vault, Town House. In addition to the
following records, see entry l-v for voting list kept by selectmen 1882;
entry 46 for assessors' voting lists 1893-1923 (intermittently), 1928--,

32. (MINUTES OF REGISTRARS' MEETINGS), 1884--. 3 vols.
Discussions and decisions on additions to and removals from voting lists,
changes in party designation, fixing of time and period for registration;
names of members present, place and date of meeting, signature of clerk.
Also includes list of new registrants: Name, present and former addresses,
age, sex, occupation, date of naturalization of registrant, if foreign-
born. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 150 pp. 14 x 9 x é.

33. (Published) LIST OF REGISTERED VOTERS, TOWN CF HAMPDEN, 1936--.
6 pamphlets (dated). Prior records destroyed.
Name, address of voter; attestation, names of registrars, clerk; date of
list. Arr. alph. by name of voter. No index. Ptd. 16 pp. 12 x 6 x 1/8.

34. RECORDS (of Voting Registration), 1884--. 3 vols.
Name of town, date of registration, signature of voter; copy of oath show-
ing signature of justice of the peace, attestation of town clerk. Includes
copy of notice of next registration period, sent to voters. Arr. chron. by
date of registration. No index. Hdw. 125 pp. 16 x 10 x 3/4.

35. (CANVASSER'S LIST OF MALE RESIDENTS), 1939--. 2 vols. Prior
records destroyed.
Name, age, occupation, nationality of resident; residence as of January 1
of preceding and current years; name of informant, canvasser. Arr. alph.
by name of resident. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 4 x 6 x 3.

36. (CANVASSER'S LI1ST OF FEMALE RESIDENTS), 1936--. 2 bdls. Prior
records destroyed.
For description, see entry 35. Arr. alph. by name of resident. No index.
Hdw. on ptd. form. 4 x 6 x 23%.

1. Selectmen's Records, I, 63, see entry 1.
2w Lbid:




Board of Registrars [37]

37. NOTICE OF REGISTRATICN, 1940--. 1 vol. Prior records destroyed. L
Duplicate of notice sent to boards of registrars of other municipalities i
certifying removal of former resident's name from voting list: Name of }
municipality addressed; name, former address of registrant; signature of
clerk, date of notice. Arr. chron. by date of notice. No index. Hdw. on
ptd. form. 100 pp. ?ﬁ %0 2% %.

IV. BOARD OF ASSESSoORsl

Since the first meeting of the town on April 8, 1878, the board of
assessors has consisted of three members.Z2 Until 1885 all three were e-
lected annually, but in that year it was decided to_accept the provisions

of an act of 1878, which provided for 3-year terms. S Accordingly, one
member only has been chosen at annual elections since that time.%

In 1882, the town voted to order the assessors to print and publish
a list of all valuations in Hampdcn.5 A copy of the list for 1882 cannot
now be found, but that of 1885 is included in the annual town report for
the latter year.

The assessors served without pay until 1921, when the town took advan-
tage of State legislation enacted the previous year, relating to the re-
muneration of various town officers,7 and voted an annual salary of 260 for
the chairman of the board and &30 for each of the other members.

The annual report of the assessors, giving a summary of poll, real
estate, and personal property valuations, with statistics of land, property,
and stock, has been issued since 1878.° Valuations for automobile excise
have appeared since 1929.10

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the town vault, Town
House. In addition to the following records, see entry 66 for monthly re-
port of taxes abated by assessors 1935--.

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
fortheoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 3, see entry 13.

3. “Acts, 1878, ch. 255.

4. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 116, See entry 13.

By DNt 1 15, }
6. Annual Reports, 1886, back of volume, See entry 2. %1
- ihets, 19205 " chei2591: g
8. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 218, See entry 13. !
9. Annual Reports, 1879, p. 9, see entry 2. ‘i
10 S IbEd e 19R80 . 40 !
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Valuations, Assessments, Abatements
(See also entries 43, 44)

38. VALUATICN LIST FOR THE TOWN OF HAMPDEN, 1878--. 63 vols.
List of tax assessments and poll and property valuations: Name, address
of taxpayer; number of taxable polls in household, amount of poll tax; de-
scription, valuation of land, buildings, machinery, livestock, personal
property; amount, type, date of tax; total poll, real and personal prop-
erty tax. Arr. alph. by name of taxpayer. No index. Hdw. under ptd.
head. 75 pp. 22 x 22 x 3.

39. (FIELD BOOK OF VALUATIONS AND ASSESSMENTS), 1878-1916. 38 vols,
System discont. 1916.
Information found in canvass of property ownership: Name, address, occupa-
tion of taxpayer; number of taxable polls in household; quantity, descrip-
tion, valuation of personal and real property; amount of poll, real and
personal property tax; total amount, date of tax. Arr. alph. by name of
taxpayer. No index. Hdw. under ptd. head. 200 pp. 14 x 10 x 3/4.

40. (TAX-COMMITMENT WARRANTS), 1939--. 1 folder. Prior records
destroyed.
Copies of warrants, original issued to tax collector and copies submitted
to treasurer and bookkeeper: Name of collector, treasurer; amount, type
of tax; date, due date of collection, terms of warrant; signature of as-
sessors. Arr. chron. by date of warrant. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
12 x 11 x z. Res. of Homer Hatch (chm.), Main St.
For original warraifts 1929--, see entry 49; for treasurer's copy

1933--, see entry 59; for bookkeeper's copy 1936--, see entry 77.

41. (ABATEMENT CERTIFICATES FOR POLL AND PROPERTY TAXES), 1935--.
2 vols. Prior records destroyed.
Duplicate certificates, original to taxpayer and triplicate to collector:
Name, address of taxpayer; amount, type, year of tax; amount, cause of
abatement; amount of tax due; number, date of certificate; signatures of
assessors. Arr. num. by certificate no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
75 pp. 104 x 8 x 3. 1 vol., 1935-38, town va., T. H.; 1 vol., 1939--,
res. of Homer Hatch (chm.), Main St.
For copy kept by collector 1930--, see entry 50.

42. (RECORD OF ABATEMENTS), 1909--. 1 vol.
Name of taxpayer; amount, type, year of tax; amount, cause, date of abate-
nent. Arr. chron. by date of abatement. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
75 pp. 12 x 8 x . Res. of Homer Hatch (chm.), Main St.

Motor Vehicle Excise

43. MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE FOR THE TOWN OF HAMPDEN, 1929--. 12 vols.
Tax required by law 1929.
Record of assessments on motor vehicles: Name, address of owner; make,
model, type, year of vehicle; amount, date of valuation, tax; number of
months assessed. Arr. alph. by name of owner. No index. FHdw. under ptd.
Lkead. 50 pp. 22 x 22 x &,
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ilotor Vehicle Excise
44. (Certificates of) ABATEMENT OF MOTOR VEIICLE EXCISE TAXES,
1929-- 2 vols.
Duplicates kept by assessors, original to car owner, triplicate to cocl-
jector: Name, address of car owner; make, type, model, year of vehicle;
amount, date of assessment, abatement; s ignatures of assessors. 1934--
includes number, date of registration; number of months assessed, cause
of abatement, certificate number. Arr. chron. by date of abatement. o
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 8 x 6 X % and 200 pp. 12 x 8 x 3/4.
Tor copy kept by collector 1930--, see entry 5{0%

Miscellaneous

45. MR. LONG'S APPROVAL FOR USE OF AVAILABLE FUNDS, 1936--. 1
folder. Prior records destroyed.
Letters from State Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation authorizing
asscssors to include in tax levy amount of special appropriations ap-
proved by the town: Amount, date of appropriation; date of levy, authkor-
ization; signature of State commissioner. Arr. chron. by date cf author-
ization. No index. Typed. 10 x 8 x =.
Tor notices of authorization 1937--, see entry 78.

46. (LIST OF VOTERS), 1893-95, 1897-1907, 1910-11, 1916, 1923,
1928--. 31 vols.
Neme, address, age, occupation of voter; date of list. Arr. alph. by
name of voter. No index. Hdw. 25 to 100 pp. 12 x 75 x % to 13 x 8 x

f
i
¥

(i

V. TAX COLLECTORl

At the second meeting of the town held on April 18, 1878 an article
was inserted in the warrant "to determine the menner of electing a col-
lector of taxes."? When the matter came up for consideration the voters
decided to let out the collection of taxes to the lowest bidder - a cus-
tomary procedure in those days.3 Until 1896 they continued this practice.
It was then voted "to fix the compensaticn of the collector of taxes for
the ensuing year at Forty dollars" and to elect the officer by ballot.4

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 6, see entry 13.

3. 2Ebid & wp. B
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[47-49] Tax Collector

tha s several times in-
creased. In 1901, for instance, it was raised to $60,* continuing at that
figure until 1917, when a somewhat unusual action was taken. In response
to a move for further increase in the collector's salary, the voters de-
cided to allow him $75, if the balance of taxes still Tt

Since that time the salary of this officer ha

unpaid at the end of
the year fell below $1,000; if the balance were more than that figure, he
would be paid $50 only.2 This experiment was not repeated, as in the fol-
lowing year the salary of the collector became $100 f:.nnually.‘r5 In 19215
however, a cut to $75 was made.%4 In 1924 the town voted $125 to the col-
lectcr.5 The final change came in 1931, when the present salary of $150
per year was established.

a1 =23

Since the incorpcration of the town, the work of the collector has
proceeded without particular incident. His report, giving a recapitula-
tion of collected and uncollected taxes, was first included in the annual
reports of the town in 1899.7

In addition to the following records, see entry 6-x for collector's
report of unpaid taxes 1936--; entries 54 and 73 for schedules of col-
lector's payments to treasurer 1931--; entry 76 for collector's schedule
of tax-title accounts 1936--.

1924~

47. TAX LIST, 1881-87, 1889-95, 1897-1906, 1908-10, 1918
26, 1928--., 48 vols.

Record of poll, real and personal property taxes committed for collection:
Name, address of taxpayer; amount of poll, real and personal property
taxes, special assessments; total amount, year of tax; amount of interest,
collection charges, abatements; amount, date of payment. Arr. alpt
name of taxpayer. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 200 pp. 8 x 5 x 1. 46
vols., 1881-1938 (intermittently), town va., T. H.; 2 vols., 19
of Edwin C. Stacy (coll.), Main St.

48, (MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE COMMITMENTS), 1929--. 11 bdls., 1 loose-
leaf vol. Tax required by law 1929.
Name, address of car owner; amount of tax, abatement; amount, date of nay-
ment. Arr. alph. by name of owner. No index. FHdw. on ptd. form. Bdls.
24 x 16 x 1/8; vol. 150 Pp. 24 x 16 x 3/4, 11 bdls., 1929-39, town va.,
T. E.; 1 vol., 1940--, res. of Edwin C. Stacy (coll.), Main St.

49. (COMMITHMENT WARRANTS), 1929--. 12 bdls. Prior records destroyed.
Original authorizations from assessors for collection of taxes as listed:
For description, see entry 40. rr. chron. by date of warrant. No index.
Hdw. on ptd. form. 8 x 3% x X, Town ve., T. H.
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. Annual Reports, 1899, p. 24, see entry 2.
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max Collector [50-51]
50. (ABATEMENT CERTIFICATES), 1930--. 3 bdls. Prior records
destroyed.

Triplicates of abatement certificates of poll and property taxes, and
motor vehicle excise: For description, see entries 41, 44, respectively.
Arr. chron. by date of certificate. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 4 x 6
x 1. 2 bdls., 1930-38, town va., T. H.; 1 bdl., 1939--, res. of Edwin C.
Steey (coll.), Main St.

1. CASH, 1925--. 16 vols. Prior records destroyed.
Record of receipts from tax collections: Name of taxpayer; amount, type
year of tax; amount of interest, collection charges; amount, date of re-
ceipt, transfer of collections to treasurer; page and line reference to
tax lists, entries 47, 48. Arr. chron; by date of receipt. No index.

Haw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 12 x 10 x 5. 15 vols., 1925-39, town va.,
T, H.; 1 vol., 1940--, res. of Edwin C. Stacy (coll.), Main St.

VI. TREASURER

The office of treasurer, filled at the first meeting of the town on
April 8, 1878, was a dual office combined with that of the clerk, only one
person being elected to the two positions.g No alteration in this pro-
cedure took place until 1908, when for the first time separate ballots were
instituted.5 Actually, however, this made little difference, for the vot-
ers continued each year to elect the same person to both offices, a custom
which is still in vogue.

The treasurer served without compensation, until at the annual meeting
held April 3, 1893, the citizens decided to give him #25 for the ensuing
year.5 This was the first regular salary paid to any officer of the town.
In 1917 the treasurer's remuneration became $50 annually.6 Because of the
general decreasec in monetary values following the World War and the in-
creasing responsibilities of the treasurer, his salary was several times
enlarged. In 1920 it reached $60,7 then $75 a year later,8 and a sub-
stantial increment in 1924 brought it to $200 per year.9 This figure

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records. Survey.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 3, see entry 13.
v Bbides "D 090%
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[52-55] Treasurer

remained stable until 1938 when $250 annually was granted to the treasurer.l

In addition to his statutory functions, the treasurer holds all trust
funds accepted by vote of the citizens,2 although he can make no expendi-
tures from the principal without authorization of the town. As an example,
the Mowry library fund may be cited; in 1931 the voters directed the treas-
urer to expend it on the library in the new Town House.?

The treasurcr's annual statement of receipts end disbursements has
been published in the annual reports of the town since 1878.

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the town vault,
Town House.

Receipts and Expenditures

52. CASH - TOWN OF HAMPDEN - TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 1878--. 4 vols.
Title varies: Journal, 1911-25, 1 vol.
Contains record of:
i. Expenditures: Name of payee, account charged; amount, purpose,
date of payment. 1925-- includes warrant number.
ii. Receipts: Name of payer, account credited; amount, source, date
of receipt.
Includes auditor's signature certifying annual balance. Arr. by subject
and chron. thereunder by date of transaction. No index. Hdw. under ptd.
head. 400 pp. 16 x 10 x 1%.

5%, (BOARD OF HEALTH'S REPORT OF DENTAL-CLINIC RECEIPTS), 1939--.
In (General File of Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-xiv.
Name of patient; amount, date of receipt; date of report.
For record of receipts 1930--, see entry 93.

54. (SCHEDULE OF COLLECTOR'S PAYMENTS TO TREASURER), 1931-40. 1
bdl. Prior records destroyed. 1941-- in (General File of
Cierk and Treasurer), entry 29-xvi.
Name, year, amount of tax; amount of intcrest, payment to treasurer; num-
ber, date, period of schedule; signature of collector. Arr. chron. by
date of schedule. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 8 x 4 x 7. Box.
For bookkeeper's copy 1938--, see entry 73.

55. CHECKS, 1933--. 53 vols. Prior records destroyed.
Stub record of checks issued: Name of payee; amount, date, number of
echeck. Arr. num. by check no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 200 pp.
1535 SRR HOF S ol i

i bids i p.-D27

2. 1Ibid.

F% biide s voli: By p. 379,

4. Annual Reports, 1879, p. 10, see entry 2.
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Treasurer - Receipts [56-60]
and Expenditures

56. (CANCELED CHECKS), 1933--. 5 boxes. Prior records destroyed.
For description, see entry 55; includes signature of treasurer, endorse-
ment of payee, cancelation stamp. Arr. num. by check no. No index. Hdw.
oniptd.. forms: 32! xr 10 x-8-

Bills, Vouchers, Warrants

57. (BILLS, PAY ROLLS, AND VOUCHERS), 1926-40. 12 boxes. 1941--
in (General Tile of Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-xii.
Contains original paid bills and departmental pay rolls kept in voucher
folders:
i. Bills: Name, address of creditor; amount, itemization, date of
bill; signatures of selectmen; date of payment, voucher number.
ii. Pay rolls: Name of department, employee; numbers of hours worked;
ywount, rate of pay; total amount, date of pay roll; voucher
- nunber; signatures of selectmen, department head.
iii. Vouchers: Name of creditor, department or account charged; amount,
date, number of voucher.
Arr. num. by voucher no. No index. Hdw. or typed on ptd. form. 12 x 7 x
16.

58. TREASURY WARRANTS, 1933-40. 4 bdls. Prior records destroyed.
1941-- in (General File of Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-xvii.

Selectmen's warrants to treasurer authorizing payment of town bills: Name
of creditor, account charged; amount, itemization, purpose, date, voucher
number of each item; amount, date, number of warrant; signatures of select-
men, bookkeeper; check number. Arr. chron. by date of warrant. No index.
Haw:s oniptd.<form. 18 x:4-x 7= Box,

For selectmen's record of orders to pay bills 1878-1920, see entry 1-ii.

59. (ASSESSORS' TAX-COMMITMENT WARRANTS), 1933--. 2 boxes.
Copy of warrant showing same information as in entry 40. - Arr. chron. by
date of warrant. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 8 x 10 x 1i.

Bends and Tax Titles

60. BOOK OF FORMS I'OR ISSUING TCWN NOTES, 1925--. 4 vols. (2-5).
Prior records lost or destroyed.

Stub record of bonds issued in anticipation of tax revenue: Name of pur-
chaser; amount, purpose, number, issue and maturity detes, date of authori-
zation of bond; amount of previous issues, interest rate, unsold balance;
method, place, date of redemption; signatures of selectmen, treasurer.
Also contains original canceled bonds showing same information as above,
and including date and notation of cancelation. Arr. chron. by date of

issue. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 10 pp. 11 x 6 x %.




[61-63] Treasurer - Bonds and
Tax Titles
61. ITAX-TITLE RECORDS), 1934--. 4 folders. Prior records destroyed.
Contains:

i. Correspondence with former property owners, purchasers of fore-
closed property, newspapers, county register of deeds, tax col-
lector. :

ii. Record of property taken for nonpayment of taxes and later re-
deemed: Name, address of property owner; date of demand, tak-
ing <f property, foreclocsure; year of tax levy; amount of tax
assessment, collection costs, interest, subsequent taxes; volume
and page reference to property records and date of recording in
county registry of deeds; copy of newspaper advertisement of
sale; statement of report to assessors, bookkeeper; name, nature
of interest of person making redemption; amount, date of partial
or full payment; date of redemption.

iii. Record of property taken for nonpayment of taxes and possessed:
Name, address of former property owner; date of demand, taking
of property, foreclosure; year of tax levy; amount of tax as-
sessment, collection costs, interest, tax title fees, subse-
quent taxes; volume and page reference to property records and
date of recording in county registry of deeds; copy of news-
paper advertisement of sale; date, method of foreclosure; vol-
ume and page reference, date of recording of tax-possession
deed in county registry of deeds; date of report to assessors,
bookkeeper.

Arr. chron. by date of property taking. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
10 x 12 x %.

62. (TAX-TITLE DEEDS), 1934--. 1 bdl. Prior records destroyed.
Deeds to property taken for nonpayment of taxes: Name of tax collector,
grantor, town, county; amount, year of tax; description, location of prop-
erty; date of demand, advertisement; date, time of recording and volume
and page reference to property records in county registry of deeds; signa-
ture, seal of collector; signature of witness, county register of deeds;
acknowledgment, signature of treasurer; date of deed. Includes notation
of purchase, foreclosure, redemption. Arr. chron. by date of deed. No

X
.

index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 8} x 3 x %

Miscellaneous

63. (CORRESPONDENCE), 1936--. In (General File of Clerk and
Treasurer), entry 29-xiii.
Correspondence of treasurer with State Director of Accounts relative to
accounting procedure, legal matters; with banks relative to interest rates
on loans.
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Treasurer - Miscellaneous [64]

64. (WELFARE REIMBURSEMENT NOTICES FROM STATE), 1939--. In
(General File of Clerk and Treasurer), entry 29-xv.
Notice of reimbursement for expenditures in eases of old age assistance
end aid to dependent children: Amount, purpose of reimbursement; period
of expenditure, date of notification, signature of State Director of
Public Welfare.
For approval of reimbursements 1938--, see entry 86-ii.

VII. TOWN BOOKKEEPERL

The exact date of crigin and the official status of this office are
somewhat obscure. On February 3, 19232 the town voted to install the
State accounting system, which provided for a town accountant as well,
but on February 1, 1926, although the State system had been installed
on the books, the town voted not to appoint a town accountant, since
this would entail the removal of much authority in financial matters
from the selectmen.® 1In the meantime, however, the operation of the
system had necessitated the services of a bookkeeper. Since a book-
keeper's report was published for the year 1925,4 such a person was ap-
parently appointed or hired by the selectmen at the beginning of that
year. No mention can be found of this action, however, the first re-
corded appointment occurring on October 3, 1925.

Since then, only two persons have held the position of bockkeeper
and, since the general authority remains with the selectmen, these per-
sons have been more truly employees of the selectmen than town officers.
At the present time the bookkeeper receives $200 per year, paid from a
general appropriation for accounting.

The annual reports of the office, continuous from 1925 to the pres-
ent time, include a recapitulation of receipts and expenditures by de-
partmental accounts, a balance sheet of town assets and liabilities, and
statements of debt and trust accounts.

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the town vault,

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 253, see entry 13.

LThide, <p.'514%

Annual Reports, 1925, p. 25, see entry 2.

Selectmen's Records, V, 182, see entry 1.

Information secured from Charles F. Medicke, town bookkeeper.

GO




[65-71] Town Bookkeeper

65. REPORT OF FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS - HAMPDEN, 1926--. 15 vols.
(dated).

Copies of reports sent to Stote Department of Corporations ang Taxation,
Division of Accounts: Receipts from taxes, license fees, fines and for-
Teits, grants ang gifts, special assessments, trust funds, miscellaneous
Sources; expenditures for departmental expenses, public-service enter-
prises; date of schedule, signature of bookkeeper, remarks. Includes
summary of town inuebtedness. Arr. chron. by date of report. No index.
Hdw. on ptd. form. 33 pp. 11 x 8% x %,

66. (MONTHLY BEPORT OF TA) ABATEMENTS SENT BY ASSESSOHS), 1935--,
In (General Tile of Board of Public Welfare and Bookkeeper)
' entry 86-xi.
Name of taxpayer; name, amount, date of tax; amount, cause of abatement ;
total amount of abatements, date of list, signatures of assessors.

67. (MONTHLY REPORTS OF DOG LICENSES AND FEES), 1938--, In (General
File of Board of Public Welfare and Bookkeeper), entry S86-xii,.
Copies of monthly returns of dog licenses issued and fees collected by
clerk: For description, see entry 14.

General Accounts

68. JOURNAL - TOWN OF HAMPDEN - ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT, 1925-=, .3
vols.
Original journal entries for tax commitments snd ebatements, allocations
of funded debt, tax-title loans, transfers of funds, opening and closing
entries: Name of account debited, credited; amount, explanation, date of
entry; ledger posting reference. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No in-
dex. Hdw. 200 PR, 15w 15 21

69. CASH - TOWN OF HAMPDEN - ACCOUNTING DEPARTHMENT, 1925-~<. '3
vols. :
Record of receipts: Name of bayer, account credited; amount, date of re-
ceipt. Record of expenditures: Name of creditor, account debited; a-
mount, date of expenditure; voucher number. Includes monthly balance.
Arr. chron. by date of transaction. No index. Hdw. 300 pp. 16 x 14 x 1%.

70. LEDGER, 1925-_, 16 bdls., 1 loose-leaf vol. (dated).
Summary of accounts as posted from Journal - Town of Hampden - Accounting
Department, entry 68; Cash - Town of Hampden - Accounting Department, en-
try 69: Name of account; amount, date of receipty amount, number, date of
warrant authorizing expenditure; Posting reference, annual account balance.
Arr. alph. by name of account and thereunder chron. by date of transaction.

No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. Bdils, 20 xala x 1svol., 200 PpP;.20.x 11 x l%.

71. CLASSIFICATICN BOOK . Aigon- = 13 bdls., 1 loose-leaf vol.
Record estab. AR b
Analysis of Sources of receipts and purposes of expenditures: Nane of
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Town Bockkeeper - E71 579
General Accounts

account or department, payer or payee; amount and source of receipt or
amount and purpose of expenditure, date of transaction. Arr. by sources
of receipts or purposes of expenditures and thereunder chron. by date of
transaction. No index. Haw. under ptd. head. Bdls. 22 x 14 x 2; vols.
0 pp. 22 x 14 x O

Schedules
(See also entry 76)

72. (SCHEDULE OF TREASURER'S

of Board of Public Welfar

Name of payer; amount, source of r
signature of treasure

RECEIPTS), 1936--. In (General File
‘e and Bookkeeper), entry 86-xviii.
eceipt; total receipts, date of schedule,

73. (SCHEDULE OF COLLECTOR'S PAYMENTS TO TREASURER), 1938--, In
(General File of Board of Publiec Welfare and Bockkeeper), entry
86-xvi.
For description, see entry 54.

74. (SCHEDULE OF LIBRARY AND SCHCOL BILLS PAYABLE), 1938--. 1In
(General File of Board of Public Welfare and Bookkeeper), entry
86-xiv.
Name, address of creditor; amount, itemization of bill; total amount, date
of schedule; signature of department official

75. (SCHEDULE OF STREET DEPARTMENT PAY ROLLS), 1938--. In (General
File of Board of Public Welfare and Bookkeeper), entry 86-xv.
Name of employee, number of hours worked; amount, rate of pay; total a-
mount of pay roll; signature of department head, selectmen.

Tax Records
(See also entry 66) -

76. (SCHEDULE OF TA TITLES) 19867 Tn (General File of Board of
Public Welfare and Bookkeeper), entry 86-xviji. -
Schedule of tax-title accounts pending in collector's office: Name of
former owner; amount, date of unpaid assessment; amount of subsequent as-
Sessment, collection costs, interest; total charges, date of recording of
tax title; amount of recording fee, volume and page reference to recording
in county registry of deeds, date of schedule.

77. (ASSESSOR'S TAX-COMMITMENT WARRANTS) , 1936--. 1In (General File

of Board of Public Welfare and Bookkeeper), entry 86-xiii.
Copies of warrants showing same information as in entry 40,




[78] Town Bookkeeper -
Tax Records

78. (AUTHORIZATIONS CF SPECIAL ASSESSHMENTS), 1937--. In (General
File of Board of Public Welfare and Bookkeeper), entry 86-x.
Notices from State Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation authorizing
special assessments: Name, amount, date of appropriation, text, date of
authorization.
For correspondence relative to authorizations 1936--, see entry 45.

1
VIII. AUDITOR

An office of some importance but relatively little activity, the
auditor has functioned continuously since 1887, when he originally was
chosen by acclamation. In the following spring, the office appeared on
the ballot,5 and this has been true at every election since that time.

For many years the auditor served without remuneration, but, in accordance
with a legislative act passed the previous year,4 the town on February 7,
1921 voted him a salary of $15 annually.5 This action has remained ef-
fective to the present day.

Certification that the books of all financial officers have been ex-
amined and verified appears under the signature of the auditor in all an-
nual reports since the creation of the office.6

This office keeps no records.

IX. SCHOOL COMMITTEEL

At the first town meeting held on April 8, 1878 the Hamnden voters
laid the foundation for a loecal system of public education by establishing
& school cormittee of three persons for initial tewxms of 1,2, and 3 years.”’
Appropriations of $1,000 for schools and $lOO for repairs were nade 10
days later.® A code of truant laws was adopted in 1879 and truant officers

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 182, see entry 13.
Ibide, p199;

Acts, 1920, ch. 591.

Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 218, see entry 13.
Annual Reports, 1890, p. 22, see-entry 2.

Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p." 3, see entry 13.
Thidsscp, 21,
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School Committee Next entry p. 57

appointed to enforce them.l According to the annual report of the com-
mittee submitted at the end of the first vear, the four original schools
boasted a combined total of 158 scholars and 6 teachers, - the larger
schools, Center and West, each supporting two instructors. During this
year expenditures amounted to $1,169.72.2

State legislation enacted in 1888, which permitted the formation of
school unions under a superintendent,3 was accepted by the town in 1893,4
and on lMay 12, following, at a joint meeting of Wilbraham, Hampden,
Longmeadow, and Ludlow, a school union was formed.D Ludlow has since
withdrawn and Longmeadow has been replaced by East Longmeadow, which is
now the headquarters of the superintendent.

The development of Hampden schools over a period of 60 years is note-
worthy more for enlargement and expansion of the curriculum and general
service to the community, than for any increase in enrollment or particular
improvement in facilities. In 1893, the town began to encourage attendance
by appropriating funds to finance the transportation of scholars,6 spending
$183.05 during the year for that purpose.7 In 1893 the first school super-
intendent was appointed, toward whose salary Hampden contributed $112.26.8

An important addition to the curriculum came in 1900, when music and
drawing were introduced into the schools, under the supervision of special
instructors who served the whole union.? The health of school children
first received official attention in 1907, the town appropriating $30 to-
ward the salary of the first school physician. O A school nurse was ap-
pointed in 1920.11 When on July 1, 1914 the contributory retirement pen-
sion system was established, two of the Hempden teachers participated.l2
The towm voted to apfgove the State laws relating to continuation schools
on November 4, 1919.19

Even though the town voted in 190214 to accept the provisions of the
law authorizing the members of the school committee to receive compensa-
tion,l5 nothing was done in this respect until 1921, when the town voted

| TR B oh (o el o plea o)

2. Annual Reports, 1879, p. 23, see entry 2.

5. Acts, 1888, ch. 431.

4. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 201, see entry 13.
O. Minutes of Meetings of the School Committee, p. 37, see entry 79.
6. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 243, See entry 13.
7. Annual Reports, 1893, p. 14, see entry 2.

8. -1bid,, 1894, p. 13,

9 olbid ;- 1900 ps 303
10. Hempden Towmn Records, vol. A, p. 573, see entry 13.
11. Annual Reports, 1921, p. 37, see entry 2.
18.. -dbids, J9155 pecBh

Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 198, see entry 13,
Ibid: vols tA¢in. 452,
Acts, 1838, ch. 104.
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$50 per year to the chairman, and $30 to each of the other two members. *
These salaries have been maintained to the present time. A table of
figures, taken at 20-year intervals, of the enrollment in the Hampden
schools and of the yearly educational costs, gives a clear picture of
the greatly increased per capita expenditures in modern times as com-
pared with the earlier years of the town.

Expenditures for

Year Enrollment year

1878 158 $ 1,169.72°
1899 118 2,505.969
1918 153 8,400.84%
1938 153 19,578.13°

Despite the comparatively static enrollment, there has been a de-
cided increase in the number of pupils desiring a secondary school educa-
tion. Since Hampden has no high school, children must be sent out of
town. Thus, in 1938, in addition to the 153 pupils enrolled in the ele-
mentary grades, 41 high schcol students were given transportation and
tuition to outside schools, principally in Springfield.6 Tuition costs
totaled $6,313.25 and transportation an additional $1,937.80. At the
same time, $1,267.50 was spent by the town on transportation of ele-
mentary grade children to schools in Hampden, a result of the consolida-
tion in the new Hampden Town House.

Full reports of the school committee have been published annually
since the incorporation of the town. In addition, a separate report of
the union sugerintendent has appeared since the creation of that posi-
tion in %893 and an occasional report of the truant officer from 1899
to 1901.°

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the school super-
intendent's office, Town Hall, East Longmeadow. In addition to the fol-
lowing records, see entry 74 for schedules of school bills payable 1938--.

1. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 218, see entry 13.
2. Annual Reports, 1879, pp. 7, 23, see entry 2.
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;chool Committee [79-82]

79. RECORD - SCHOOL COMMITTEE - HAMPDEN, 1878--. 1 vol.
Minutes of school committee meetings: Discussions and decisions on ap-
pointment of teachers; establishment of salaries, curricula, school cal-

endar; approval of bills; acceptance of bids for fuel, bus transportation
of pupils, school supplies and equipment; acceptance of reports of depart-

ment heads, recommendations to selectmen for annual town appropriations,
electicn of committee officers; names of members present; place, date of
meeting. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 320 pp. 14 x

[»)

D x5 25 »

80, SCHOOL RETURNS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 1939--. 2 vols.
(dated). Prior records destroyed.
Copy of annual report to State Commissioner of Education relative to cur-
riculum, faculty, finances, general administration: Names and addresses
of school committee members, teachers, departmental supervisors, school

physician, school nurse; professional training and experience of teachers,
principals, superintendent; total number of male, female teachers; summary

of pupils' enrollment, attendance; statistics on registration of minors,
enrollment in public and private day schools, evening and vocational
schools; names, addresses, enrollment statistics of private schools and

names of their principals; description, valuation of school property; sum-

mary of receipts, expenditures; statement certifying compliance with re-
Quirements of state laws; signature of superintendent, chairman of school
committee; date of report. Arr, by subject. No index. Typed on ptd.
form. 8 pp. 12 x 9 x 1/8.

81, HAMPDEN SCHOOL REGISTERS, 1910--, 3 vols. (dated)., Prior
records destroyed. Subtitled by name of school and teacher.
Record of enrollment and attendance prescribed by State Department of
Educaticn: Neame, grade of school; name, education, and service record
of teacher; name, address, place and date of birth, age, date of enroll-

ment of pupil; name of parent or guardian; attendance record by day, week,

month, with yearly summary; opening, closing date of school year; number
of pupils enrolled, school days; aggregate, average attendance by month,
year; percentage of attendance against enrollment by month, year. Arr.

chron. by year and thereunder num. by grade no.; daily attendance record

arr. alph. by name of pupil and thereunder chron. by day. No index. Hdw.

on ptd. form. 300 pp. 12 x 10 x 3.

82. (GENERAL RECORDS), 1919--. 1 f.d. Prior records destroyed.
Contains the following pupils' records
i. Census of resident pupils between ages 5 and 16, 1931--: Name,

sex, place and date of birth of pupil; name, birthplace of
parent or guardian; yearly record of residence, name of school
attended, number.of days of attendance, age October first;
date of census.

ii. Discharge record, 1919--: Name, address, place and date of

birth of pupil; name, occupation of parent or guardian; former

address, name of school attended; date of discharge or graduation

age of pupil at discharge or graduation.
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(GENERAL RECORDS), 1919--. (Cont'd)
iii. Employment record, 1931--: Name of pupil, employer; place of
occupation, date employment certificate issued.
iv. Enrollment record, 1919--: Name of pupil, school, teacher; date

of admission, age at admission, grade number, number of days
of attendance; annual grading in conduct, scholarship, health;
comments on truance, corporal punishlment, special characteris-
tics; reason for nonpromotion.

Arr. alph. by name of pupil. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 13 x 6 x 24.

83. (PUPIL'S PHYSICAL RECORD)
destroyed.

Name, address, age, place and date of birth of pupil; names, birthplaces
of. parents; occupation of father, name of school; result, date of examina-
tion; record of height, weight; standard weight at age of pupil, percentage
of deviation from standard; physical defects; date, nature, result of treat-
ment; nature of defect treated; nature, date of illness. Arr. num. Dy grade
no. and thereunder alph. by name of pupil. 11 x 8 x %. l bdl., 1931-39,
principal's off., T. H.; 4 bdls., 1940--, in custody of teachers.

, 1931--. 5 bdls. Prior rccords

84. (RECORD OF APPROVED BILLS), 1911-24. 1 vol. System discont.
1924.
Name of creditor; amount, itemization, date of bill; date of approval. Arr.
chron. by date of approval. No index. Hdw. 200 pp. 14 x 10 x 3/4. Towm
5 e e O B

X. LIBRARY TRUSTEES®

On April 6, 1891 the town of Hampden accepted the provisions of an
act of 1890 which authorized the establishment of free public libraries
under the jurisdiction of town-elected boards of trustees.? At the same
time the voters elected a three-member board for 1, 2, and 3-year terms
respectively, thus providing for the choice of one member at each succeed-
ing election. To finance the venture $100 was transferred from the dog
fund,d which in Hampden had hitherto been used exclusively for schools.%
The finding of a suitablg location for the library was left to the dis-
cretion of the trustees.

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2+ hets;¢18905 ~ch, 347,

3. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 221, see entry 13.

45> Fbids,  Pr 105

S bid.; p. 221,
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The Hampden public library opened on August 1, 1891, in the home of
Mrs. John A. Adams, one of the trustees, who was appointed librarian. Dur-
ing the first year of its existence the library owned 326 volumes and served
218 borrowers, with a total circulstion of 1,471 withdrawals.l The town
continued to assist the library, the annual appropriations usually amounting
to $100 or $125, frequently taken from the dog fund.2 An idea of the growth
of the institution during the first decade of operation can be obtained from
a comparison of the former figures with those from the report for 1901.. The

218 borrowers drew 5,456 times from 1,553 volumes on the shelves.9

In time the home of Mrs. Adams became inadequate for the growing li-
brary, so when in 1918 Mr. E. A. Day offered to furnish a room in the Town
Hall «t his own expense, the proposal was accepted by the citizens at the
annual meeting on February 4th.%2 The new quarters were opened to the pub-
lic on September 13, 1919. At this time there were about 3,000 volumes in

circulation.®

Even the new quarters soon failed to provide adequate space for nec-
essary expansion and in 1925 Mr. William Mowry promised to donate $3,000
toward the erection of a modern, properly equipged building, on condition
that the town appropriate an additional $2,000. With two earlier gifts
totaling $1,000, a fund of $6,000 would be available. The town gratefully
accepted the offer on February 1, 1926, voting the necessary $2,000 for
the library fund on the following Merch §7th.8 A cormittee was chosen to
proceed with plans and to secure a site,” but before these plans could
materialize, the possibility of securing a general community building in
which the library might have quarters came under discussion and the matter
was held in abeyance.

In 1931 the town accepted the offer of Miss Elizabeth Sessions to con-
tribute $54,000 for the erection of a community building and authorized the
treasurer to expend the Mowry fund toward the construction of that portion
which was to house the library.10 On June 10, 1932 the library opened its
excellent modern quarters in the new Hampden Town House,ll which was ded-
icated on the 19th of the month.l2

Annual Reports, 1892, pp. 20, 21, See entry 2.
Hampden Town Records, passim, see entry 13.

Annual Reports, 1902, pp. 30, 31, see entry 2.
Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 165, see entry 13.
Scrapbook, III, 59.

Ibidis TV %78,

Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 293, see entry 13.
Ibidis Tpe BOb:
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Scrapbook, VI, 61.

dbids; VI, 68.
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[e5] Library Trustees

The latest report of the trustees, that for the year 1940, shows a
total circulation of 10,931 volumes; accessions to date total 5,706 books,
most of which are available to the 432 registrants.l

The trustees have submitted their report to the town annually since
their organization in 1891.%2 Through 1903 this included the report of the
librarian, but since 1904 the latter has made a separate and additional
report.

In addition to the following records, see entry 74 for schedules of
library bills payable 1938--.

85. (MINUTES OF TRUSTEES' MEETINGS AND ORDERS TC PAY BILLS), 1891--,
3= vol.

Discussion and action on election and reports of officers, requests for
town appropriations, payment of bills, library and trust funds; record of
acticn of town meeting affecting library, annual inventory of books and
equipment. Includes record of orders drawn by trustees for payment of
library bills: Name of creditor; amount, purpose, date of expenditure.
Arr. chron. by date of record. No index. Hdw. 150 pp. 10 x 10 x 3/4.
Res. of Grace M. Carew (chm.), Main St.

XI. BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE®

At the first meeting of the town of Hampden, held on April 8, 1878,
the offices of selectmen and overseers of the poor were created jointly,
three men being chosen to serve in both capacities for l-year terms.®
This is the present setup, although the title "overseers of the poor" was
changed to "board of public welfare" as required by a State law of 1927.
At the annual meeting in 1941, the selectmon and board of public welfare
were given a 3-year term, effective in 1942.7

Annual Reports, 1940, pp. 50, 51, see entry 2.
Sbids, -1892, "ppee PO RN
Ebids 19055 P85S

4. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, See the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

5. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 3, see entry 13.

6..° Acts, 1927, ‘eh.: 165

7. Hampden Town Records, vol. C, p. 51, see entry 13.
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Board of Public Welfare [86]

Expenditures for relief have fluctuated with prevailing business
and economic conditions. In 1878, the first year of town government,
the amount spent for relief was $918.75.l Although the population of
the town had decreased by 1898, the cost of supporting its poor increased
to $l,619.82,2 probably a result of the decline of the textile industry.
Twenty years later, during the World War boom, the total expenditures for
relief amounted to only $405.50,3 a sum which was decreased to $318.204
by 1928. During the next decade as unemployment spread, the welfare
burden of Hampden became correspondinély heavy. According to the report
of the selectmen for 1939, $2,363.01,° was divided among 18 families.

The administration of old age assistance was given to the board in
19531, when an initial appropriation of $400 was made for this purpose.7
Since then this branch of work has grown considerably and in 1939 a total
sum of $9,889.368 was expended on 30 cases.? However, reimbursements from
State and Federal funds to the amount of $8,313.8410 left little to be
raised from taxaticn. Although aid to dependent children was instituted
by State law in 1937, there have been few cases. None were reported dur-
ing 1940.11

While the town bookkeeper seems to have no official status in the
board of public welfare, he assists in the maintenance of records and in
conducting much of the routine business of the department.

All records are in the Town House; except where otherwise noted,
they are in the town vault. In addition to the following records, see
entry 64 for state notices of reimbursement 1939--.

86. (GENERAL FILE OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE AND BOOKKEEPER) ,
1981-==% 1=Pid;
Contains the following records of the board of public welfare:

i. Applications for aid: Name, address, color, sex, age, birth-
place, marital status, occupation, settlement history of ap-
plicant; name, address, birthplace, occupation of spouse;
place, date of marriage; names, sex, birthplaces, birth

1. Annual Reports, 1879, p. 7, see entry 2.
Qs <Lhiidasy 18985 plalB

S vibides 9195 P80

4. Ibid.s 2928, pliB3.

5+ Ibidh 19895 pi285

6. =Lbld em D6,

7. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 379, see entry 1HBY
8. Annual Reports, 1939, p. 29, see entry 2.
9. ilbide ssipet 695

10% lbide: Perlls
Jd. Lbdidiy 19408 - pig7a

12. Information secured from Charles F. Medicke, town bookkeeper,
by Lawrence Green in February 1941.
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Board of Public Welfare

(GENERAL FILE OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE AND BOCKKEEPER), 19381~=i 1 'f.4.
i, Applications for aid: (Cont'd)

id,

i1,

iv.

Vi:s

vii.

o

31X

dates, occupations, earnings of blood relations; valuation,
description of applicant's assets; amount, source of weekly
income; amount, nature of debts; name, address of last employer;
amount of salary received, period of employment, reason for un-
employme.t; name of visitor; signature of applicant, spouse,
witness; date of registration, case number.

Approval of bills submitted to State by local board for reim-
bursement, 1938--: Name of recipients; amount, nature, date
of bill; amount of reimbursement claimed, date of approval.

For notices of reimbursement from State, 1939--, see entry 64.

Approval of return of State aid submitted to State Commissioner
of State Aid and Pensions, 1936--: Anmount, date of claim; a-
mount of reimbursement approved, date of approval.

Bank report: Name, address of banl, applicant; highogt mt
on deposit at any time; amounts, dates of deposits, sithdrawals;
date account opened, closed; signature of bank, welfare official;
date of report.

Bill (copy) to State Bureau of 01d Age Assistance claiming reim-
bursement for State's share of expenditures: Name, settlement
status of recipient; amount, itemization, date of aid; amount
of deduction for Federal grant, reimbursement claimed; certifi-
cation of welfare official, date of bill.

Correspondence with State and with other municipalities regarding
legal settlement and claims for reimbursement; with banks and
insurance companies regarding resources of applicants; with em-
ployers regarding employment and earnings of applicants; with
individuals and relatives of recipients concerning case his-
tories,

History card: Name, address, settlement and marital status of
recipient; place, date of birth; name of last employer, amount
of weekly wage received; names, birthplaces of parents; date
of notice to municipality of settlement, acknowledgment or
denial, opening and closing of case; case number.

Insurance company reports: Name, address of insurance company,
applicant; place, date of birth of applicant; amount of in-
Surance carried; name of policyholder, beneficiary, agent;
anount, date of premium payment; policy, case number; signa-
ture of company official, date of report.

Wage report from applicant's last employer: Name, address of
applicant, employer; period of employment, reason for termina-
tion, amount of weekly wage, date of report, case number.

Also contains the following records of the town bookkeeper:

%
X1

x1d:

xiii.

Approval and authorization of tax levy, 1937--, entry 78.

Monthly report of tax abatements, submitted by assessors, 1935--,
entry 66.

Monthly returns of (copies) of dog licenses and fees, 1936--,
entry 67. )

Notification by assessors of tax commitments, 1936--, entry 77.




Board of Public Welfare [86-89]

xiv. Schedule of library and school bills payable, 1938--, entry 74.

xv. Schedule of street department pay rolls, 1938--, entry 75.
xvi. Schedule of collector's payments to treasurer, 1938--, entry 73.
xvii. Schedule of tax-title accounts, 1936--, entry 76.
xviii. Schedule of treasurer's receipts, 1936--, entry 72.
Welfare records arr. alph. by name of applicant; bookkeeper's records,
no obvious arr. lNo index. Hdw. or typed on ptd. form. 14 x 12 x 26.
Town off.
87. (DISBURSHMENTS), 1931--. 1 loose-leaf vol. System estab. 1931.
Recerd of disbursements for general aid, 1931--, and aid to dependent
children, 1937--: Name, address, date and place of birth, mental condi-

tion, settlement status of recipient; name, place and dote of birth of
spouse, each parent, each child; dates of application, investigator's
visit, and notice to State; disposition of case; cause, date of discharge;
amount, nature, date of disbursement; case number. Also contains: Rec-
ord of disbursements for old age assistance, 1938--, entry 88. Arr. by
type of case and thereunder alph. by name of recipient. No index. Hdw.
on-pud. forms: 250:pp. 7 x-11x-2

88. OLD AGE ASSISTANCE, 1931-37. 2 vols. Assistance authorized by
law 1931. 1938-- in (Disbursements), entry 87.

Record of disbursements: Name, address of recipient; amount, nature, date
of aid; date of notice of aid sent to State Department of Public Welfare,
Bureau of 0l1d Age Assistance; amount of claim, reimbursement from State;
date of first grant of aid, discharge of case. 1938-- includes settlement
and marital status, mental condition of recipient; name, place and date of
birth of spouse, each child, each parent; date of application, investiga-
tor's visit; reason for discharge, case number. Arr. alph. by name of re-
cipient. No index. Hdw. under ptd. head. 50 pp. 14 x 12 x 2.

89. PAUPER REGISTER, 1878-1918. 1 vol.
Record of aid recipients: Name, address, color, sex, place and date of
birth, marital status, employability, habits, mental and physical condi-
tion of recipient; place of legal settlement, date of first grant; date,
ranner of discharge; nationality of parents, register number. Arr. num.
by register no. No index. Hdw. under ptd. head. 150 pp. 18 x 18 x 3/4.

XII. WPA COORDINATORL

In July 1934 the board of selectmen recommended one of its members
88 local ERA administrator, the appointment finally being made by the

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, t6
be published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records burvey
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[90] WPA Coordinator

Federal authorities, since the position was in no way under town control.~r
This officer functioned until tbe end of 1935, making reports of activities
during the years 1934 and 1935.2

With the change in the Federal program from ERA to WPA, early in 1936,
a WPA coordinator, who held no Federal authority, was appointed by the se-
lectmen to take care of the interests of the town in the operation of the
program. The original appointee has served continuously5 and has made an-
nual reports of the work done under his supervision.

90. (APPLICANT'S STATEMENT OF FAMILY RESOURCES), 1936--. In (General
File of) Selectmen, entry 6 -i.

Name, address, sex, color, age, place and date of birth, occupation, citi-
zenship and marital statuses, military and employment record of applicant;
amount of prior weekly earnings; names, sex, ages, health, occupativns,
weekly earnings of members of family; amount, source of present income;
description, valuation of assets, liabilities; signature of applicant,
witness; date of application, case number. Includes signature of certify-
ing official, date of certification.

XIII. BOARD OF HEALTH®

Various acts of the General Court have made the selectmen responsible
for health work, but no action was ever formally taken in Hampden itself
to establish them as a board of health, nor did the selectmen keep separate
records on health matters, notations being scattered among their general
records. There are, however, various indications that the selectmen met to
act in this capacity. On April 2, 1901 one of their number was elected
chairmen of the board of health.® Appointments to the office of inspector
of animals (sometimes called the cattle inspector) were made by the board
of health beginning in 18987 and in 1905 the members chose a meat inspector.

1. Information secured from Neil S. Kibbe, chairman of selectmen, by
Lawrence Green in February 1941.

2. Annual Reports, 1934, p. 68; 1935, p. 74, see entry 2.

3. Information secured from Charles F. Medlcke WPA coordinator, by
Lawrence Green in February 1941.

4. Annual Reports, 1936, pp. 63, 64, see entry 2.

5. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

6. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 428, see entry 13.

7. Selectmen's Records, III, 96, see entry 1.

8. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 538, Bee entry 13.




Board of Health Next entry p. 66

Still another activity is indicated by the following quotation, dated
1883: "We the members of the Board of Health of Hampden, by virtue of the
power vested in us by law, hereby license Clark Goodman of said Hampden

as an undertaker."l Appropriations were made for the maintenance of pub-
lic health, but in earlier years, except for remunerating the inspector

of animals, 1little money was needed.

At the annual meeting of 1930 the town voted to accept the law en-
abling the board of health to establish a dental clinic,? and appropriated
$100 for its operation.® A dentist was employed by the board and, when
the Town House was built in 1931, a well-equipped office for tke use of
the dental clinic was provided. Since that time the clinic has been a
regular activity. The cost of operation amounted to $112.50 in 1955;4 by
1640, $265 was expended.5 Although much of the work has been carried on
among school children, the clinic has remained under the control of the
beard of health.

A further expansion of activity came in 1938. The previous year a
general health clinic for children of preschool age had been started by
the State, and at the annual meeting on February 7, 1938 it was decided
to continue and expand this work by means of a town subsidy of $550.6
During 1940, 145 cases came under the care of the ¢linic and attending
nurses made 455 visits.’ The well -child clinic is not tovn-controlled,
since it is operated by the Visiting Nurse Association of Springfield,
but the annual appropriation by the town makes possible a much wider pro-
gram than the association could otherwise maintain. Close cooperation
has existed between the well-child clinic and the dental clinie, children
of preschool age receiving treatment when necessary.8

The selectmen's expenditures for health and sanitation are segregated
in their annual statement. In 1940 a total of $681.66 was spent on the
combined activities of the well-child clinic, dental clinic, meat inspector,
and animal inspector.9

All records are in the Town House.

Selectmen's Records, I, 111, see entry 1.

Acts, 1914, ch. 677.

Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 351, see entry 13.
Annual Reports, 1935, p. 17, see entry 2.

Eolder, 1940, Sp. i

Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 529, see entry 13.
Annual Reports, 1940, pp. 64, 65, see entry 2.
Thiidss py 654
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[91-93] Board of Health

91. RECORD OF CASES OF CONTAGICUS DISEASES, 1889-1912, 1924--. 2
vols. No title, 1924--.

Name, address, age of patient; type of disease, name of informant, date
of report. 1924-- includes school or occupation of patient; date of no-
tice to State Department of Health, district health officer, State Board
of Labor and Industries, school department, librarian; disposition of
case; date of beginning, end of quarantine; results of laboratory tests,
date of closing of case. Arr. chron. by date of report. No index. Haw.
under ptd. head. 35 pp. 15 x 15 x + and 75 pp. 16 x 12 x 4. Town va.

92. DENTAL CLINIC (Examinations), 1930--. 1 f.b.
Record of dental exeminations: Name, address, age of patient; name of
school, grade number; names of parents; date of examination, condition of
teeth, number of teeth requiring treatment, type of treatment required:
amount of fee received. Arr. alph. by name of patient. No index. Hdw.
on ptd. form. 8x 5 x 10. Dental clinic.

93. DENTAL CLINIC (Receipts), 1930--. 3 vols.
Record of monies received for services: Name of patient, date of servicse;
amount, date of receipt; monthly total. Arr. chron. by date of receipt.
No index. Hdw. 100 pp. 8 x 6 x 4. Dental clinic.

For report of receipts 1939--, see entry 53.

XIV. INSPECTOR OF ANIMALSL

The exact date of origin of this office is somewhat obscure. An
order approved by the selectmen in 1894 includes the following notation:
"M. H. Warren, service as cattle inspector, $7.50”;2 and in 1895; "M. H.
Warren, cattle inspector, $53.OO."5 Included in the annual reports for
1896 is one bearing the title "Report of Inspector of Animals and Provi-
sions."® Since 1901, however, the selectmen have appointed annually an
inspector of animals.® He is also referred to on occasion as "cattle
inspector."6

All records are in the residence of Percy Fuller (inspector),
Scantic Road.

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.
Selectmen's Records, II, 203, see entry 1.

Ebider, pe 249,

Annual Reports, 1897, p. 22, see entry 2.

Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 428, See entry 13.
Ibid., p. 538; Annual Reports, 1916, p. 31, 8see entry 2.
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Inspector of Animals [94-96]
94, (INSPECTION CERTIFICATES), 1937--. 3 vols. Prior records
destroyed.

Copies of certificates, originals given to animal owners: Name, address

of owner; number, types of animals inspected; result, date of inspection;
statement of registration of animals, sigmature of inspector. Arr. chron.
by dete of inspection. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 pp. 8 x 4 x 1.

95. (ORDERS OF QUARANTINE), 1938--. 1 vol. Prior records destroyed.
Triplicate orders, originals given to animal owners for posting at places
of quarantine, duplicates sent to State Department of Conservation: Name,
address of owner; number, types of animals quarantined; nature of disease,
date of quarantine, signature of inspector. Arr. chron. by date of quar-
antine. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 pp. 14 x 4 x 1.

XV. MEAT INSPECTOR™

In the records of Hempden, under the date of April 2, 1901, we find
the following notation: "This certifies that the Selectmen have appointed
George F. Shaw inspector of meat."? This was the first appointment to the
office in compliance with the requirements of State legislation enacted
that same year.3 In subsequent years annual appointments by the selectmen
appear regularly, the title appearing sometimes as "inspector of meat",
at other times as "inspector of slaughtering." In 1931 further variety
was injected by naming a "slaughterhouse inspector",4 which is the usual
title today, although in the annual reportsrof 1939 this officer gives
his report as that of the "Meat Inspector."”

96. (RECORD OF INSPECTIONS OF ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED FOR FOCD), 1932--.
1 vol. Prior records destroyed.
Name, address of cattle owner; number, kinds of carcasses inspected; date,
results of inspection. Arr. chron. by date of inspection. No index. Hdw.
150 pp. 4 x 3 x 2. Res. of Edward J. Thresher (inspector), Main St.

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 431, see entry 13.

3. Acts, 1901, ch. 391.

4. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 376, see entry 13.

5. Annual Reports, 1939, p. 58, see entry 2.
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XVI. CEMETERY COMMISSI ONl

At the time of the incorporation of Hampden two cemeteries existed
within the bounds of the new town, one of which dated from the days of the
early settlers, the other from two years before, for it hed been set aside
by vote of the town of Wilbraham in 1876.%2 Quitclaim deeds to these ceme-
teries were given by Wilbraham to Ilampden in an agreement made between the
towns in November 1878.°

For some time all matters pertaining to the cemcteries came before
town meetings, as an article in the warrant of 1880 indicates: "To see
if the town will build a fence on the north side of the 0ld Cemetery."4
When in 1883 the town purchased additional land adjacent to the old ceme-
tery, the selectmen were authorized to draw up the necessary deeds.” They
were also instructed to straighten the headstones in the old cemetcry.6
In 1886 the town voted to number the lots in the new section of the ceme-
tery.” The name "Prospect Hill Cemetery was assigned in the following
year and all proceeds from the sale of lots set aside for maintenance
purposes.

An act of the State legislature, passed in 1890, provided for the
creation of a cemetery commission in any town which might vote to accept
the act.? On April 3, 1899, when this step was taken by Hampden, the
town chose a three-man commissiortO and accepted a le§ncy of $2000, which
had been left as a cemetery fund by Josiah Bumstead. 1 Another gift, 4dn
the form of additional land adjacent to the old cemetery, came from Mrs.
Delia Ballard in March 1913.12 In addition many trust funds for the cere
of graves have been accepted by vote of the town at various meetings.l

One cemetery commissioner is chosen annually for 3 years. Since
1901 annual reports have been published fairly regularly.14 They do not,
however, include statements concerning the trust funds, for by statute
these remain in the hands of the town treasurer.+i®

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, seec the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Wilbraham Town Clerk, Town Records, V, 341.

oSy Bl on Mo Dy R B 5

4. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 35, see entry 13.
S ~lbide,
6

7

8

9

D815
Fhids ;- p. 88.
Ebkds Do 395
BB i LOD

o “Rete 1890 chy 264,
10. THampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 387, see entry 13.
4%, Ibid.; p. 390;
Eoeiabbids . voli B p. 67%
13. 1Ibid., passim.
14. Annual Reports, 1902, p. 29, see entry 2.
15. Acts, 1890, ch. 264, sec. 4.
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Cemetery Commission [97-98]

All records are in the residence of Richard Joyce (chairman)
Glendale Road.

J

97. RECORD (of Dzeds), 1909--. 1 vol. Record estab. 1909.
Copies of deeds tc Yots in 0ld Cemetery and Prospect Hill Cemetery: Name,
address of purchuser; condition, date of sale; location, description, di-
mensions, area, number of lot; signatures of chairman, secretary of com-
mission, witnesses. Arr. chron. by date of sale. No index. Hdw. 250
Bps 15 x 10 x 2;

98. PROSPECT HILL CEMETERY, 1935. 1 map.
Hap of cemetery showing location of lots, roads, paths. Includes list of

lots, showing name of owner, person interred. Draftsman, Frederick L. King,

Published by the town. Blueprint. 1":13%'. 7 x 4,

XVII. BURIAL AGENTL

In 1896 the General Court authorized the appointment of burial agents
in Massachusetts towns.? Later in the same year the selectmen of Hampden
appointed their first burial agent,® repeating this action annually there-
after. The burial agent keeps no records, since, after interments, burial
permits are returned to the town clerk. No annual report has ever been
published.

XVIII. CARETAKER OF SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' GRAVES!

The need for this minor office arose only after the World War, when
veterans became a matter of increased concern to the town. At the annual
meeting on February 7, 1921 a vote instructed the selectmen to appoint
soreone to care for the graves of deceased servicemen, and appropriated
$50 to cover expenditures.4 Since then annual appointments have been made
by the selectmen and the town has set aside the necessary funds to finance
the work, Separate reports of the office have been published since 1936.°

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office. see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
Published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Acts, 1896, ch. 279.

3. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 330, see entry 13.

4, Ibvid., vol. B, p. 219.

5. Annual Reports, 1936, p. 49, see entry 2.




Next entry p. 71 Carctaker of Soldiers' and

Sailors' Graves

This office keeps no records.

XIX. SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS!

At the second meeting of the town held on April 18, 1878 it was
voted to "choose six highway surveyors to work the highways under the
supervision of the selectmen." Subsequently a committee of five was
named by the moderator to nominate these officers and the candidates were
confirmed by vote of the town.<

In the following year the voters decided that the surveyors should
hire their own help but that the detailed bills for labor be paid by the
selectmen when approved by the surveyors.5 In 1880 the surveyors were
appointed by the selectmen,4 a procedure followed until 1888, when the
selectmen themselves were delegated to serve for the ensuing year.5 Al-
though instructed to appoint a road commissioner, the selectmen continued
to act as surveycrs until 1890, when three road commissioners were elected
for 1, 2, and 3-year terms, so that subsequent elections required the
choice of but one man for a 3-year term.5

For almost two decades public sentiment favored the continuance of
road commissioners, despite an unsuccessful attempt to abolish the office
in 1900.7 Finally in 1909, 2 weeks after the usual election of a commis-
sioner, the town voted "that the office of Highway Surveyor be placed on
the official Ballot at the annual election."8 Accordingly, on April 4,
1910, a single highway surveyor was elected for the ensuing year,Y a pro-
cedure which was followed for a decade.lO

Although a highway surveyor was elected for the year at the annual
meeting held February 2, 1920,11 the citizens of Hampden decided on the
following 16th of November to abolish the office and to direct the select-
men to appoint a superintendent of streets.l2 No record can be found of

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 8, see entry 13.
g Ibids, p.igd.

45 Ebid., p. 54,
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Superintendent of Streets [99]

an appointment before February 14, 1921,l but thereafter a superintendent
was chosen annually. No salary has been set for the superintendent, for
the selectmen determine his pay.2

Full detailed reports of road work have been included in all annual
reports of the selectmen since 1878, but from 19033 to 1910 the road com-
missioners reported separately as did the highway surveyors from 19134 to
1919.

In addition to the following record, see entry 75 for schedule of
pey rolls 1938--.

99. (TIME AND PAY ROLL RECORD OF EMPLOYEES), 1934--. 7 vols.
Prior records destroyed.
Name of employee; name, location of job; date of employment, number of
hours worked, hourly rate of pay, amount of daily earnings. Arr. by name
of job and thereunder chron. by date of employment. No index. Hdw. 100
D¢ X 6 X &. Res. of Leroy O. Howlett (supt.), Chapin Terrace.

XX. PLANNING BOARD®

At the annual meeting of 1937 the town voted to establish a board of
five members to serve until the next annual meeting and there to report upon
the feasibility of establishing zoning laws for tne town of Hampden.6 Al-
though the report, submitted on February 7, 1938 and recommending restric-
tions, was not received favorably by the town,7 a planning board was then
estaplished on a permanent basis by the election of five members for 1, 2,
3, 4, and S—gear terms respectively. A small appropriation was also made
for its use. One member of the planning board has been elected annually
since that time. While the voters passed over an article in the 1940 war-
rant which proposed the appropriation of $25 for the board,” in 1941 they
approved the allocation of $15.10

o SI1BRGT D PR

2. Information secured from Charles F. Medicke, town bookkeeper, by
Lawrence Green in February 1941.

3. Annual Reports, 1904, p. 19, see entry 2.

4, Ibidsi 19k47spe-18:

5. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on tovm and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

6. Hempden Town Records, vol. B, p. 514, see entry 13.
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8- ITbilde, P 2088,
9. 1bid., vol. C, p. 14.
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Next entry p. 74 Planning Board

The board has never published a report in the annual reports of the
town.

This office keeps no records.

XXI. CONSTABLES?!

At the first town meeting on April 8, 1878 the voters elected a
single constable.? TFor the next 2 years one sufficed, but in 1881 ancther
was added.® In 1897 the citizens chose three constables? and that number
has been continued in office to the present time.

While the names of constables appear regularly on warrants calling
town meetings and on their returns of serviced there is virtually no
other mention of their activities, By statute they constitute the law-
enforcement officers of the town under the supervision of the seloctmen6
and the first constable is popularly known as the "chief of police", al-
though not officially so designated.

Apart from incidental fees, constables received no direct salary un-
til 1921. Then, at the annual meeting held on February 7th, ' acting in
accordance with the State law of 1920,8 the town left the matter of re-
muneration in the hands of the selectmen. This board, instead of fixing
a stated recompense pays the constables in proportion to the time and
nature of work required.

This office keeps no records.

XXII. SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS?!

Law enforcement in Hampden has always been a responsibility of the
selectmen, with the regularly elected constables serving as police offi-
cers under their direction. In 1883, however, the town authorized the

1. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 3, see entry 13.
ibid:: p. BO.

Ibid., p. 344,
Ibid., passim.

Acta, 1924, ch. 82, sec, 1.

. Information secured from Neil S. Kibbe, selectman, by Lawrence
Green in February 1941.

Aets, 1920, ch, 591.

Hampden Town Records, vol, B, p. 218, see entry 13.
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Special Police Officers Next entry p. 74

selectmen to appoint a special police officer "with all the powers and
duties of constables excepting the power to serve and execute civil proc-
ess."l Two years later, on April 6, 1885, the town again facilitated the
enforcement of law by instructing the selectmen to provide a "lock-up and
tramp room," with the $100 which was provided.2

Since the original appointment of a special policeman in 1883, it
has been customary for the selectmen to name one or more amnually, as the
needs of the town required.

er This office keeps no records.
T

XXIII. HAMPDEN VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANYS

Although Hampden has suffered many serious losses through fire, no
organized fire-fighting force existed in the town until 1930. Frequent
references, it is true, can be found to appropriations for fire equipment,
but these applied to the forest fire warden, an office created in 1901,4
e which for almost three decades provided the only person officially as-
signed to the work of fire prevention and fire fighting.

With the forest warden as one of the principal promoters, the Hampden
Volunteer Fire Corgany first met for the purpose of organization on
November 12, 1930. Temporary officers were elected and a committee ap-
pointed to drew up a constitution and bylaws,6 which were presented and
adopted the following December 12th.” These established a chief, secretary,
and a treasurer as the permanent officers of the company, provided for
regular bimonthly meetings, and prescribed rules for organization and
actual operations at fires. The selectmen became honorary members of the
company. Since 1930 the company has met regularly, its records ccvering
routine business, financial matters, and social activities.

108
s ) 01 o brba 0 o 0
3. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
- forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

4. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 428, see entry 13.

5. Record Book of the Hampden Volunteer Fire Company, I, 19, see

w

entry 100.
6. Thads =P =lo:
ARy pe 2815
85 S Ibidsy oppil~T8
9. Ibidy; 17 Tljipassim,
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[100] Hampden Volunteer Fire Company

The purchase and the maintenance of fire equipment and buildings hag
been borne by the town. At the time of the orgenization of the company,
a small pump was used which had previously been bought for the forest
warden;l however, in 1933 a larger and more efficient piece of apparatus
was obtained.? The town provided a firehouse in 1931 when $1,100 was ap-
propriated to purchase a one-story cement block building on Main Street
and to put in a concrete floor.° On November 28, 1934 the voters decided
to enlarge the firehouse under the ERA program, by constructing a second
story to provide quarters for the fire company, and $250 was appropriated
as a contribution towards the ]_;ro,jec‘c."'t The work was completed the fol-
lowing April.

The members of the Hampden Fire Company receive no compensation for
attendance at fires either from the treasury of the organization or from
he town. The latter supplies only equipment and the building. Its will-
ingness to fulfill this obligation faithfully was indicated in 1936 when a
vote was passed to reimburse the fire company for expenditures it had made
of that nature.6

The captain of the company has made brief reports since 1937 of the
number of fires attended annually.”

In addition to the following record, see entry 11 for selectmen's rec-
ord of fires 1884-92.

100. (GENERAL RECORDS), 1930--. 2 vols.
Contains:
i. Minutes of meetings: Discussion and action on election and ap-
pointment of officers, adoption of bylaws, reports of commit-
tees, finances, social activities; date time, place of meet-

ing; signature of clerk. Includes conpy of bylaws and revisions.
ii. Record of receipts and expenditures. Receipts: Amount, source,
date of receipt; total receipts. Expenditures: Name of payee;
amount, purpose, date of expenditure; total expendi tures.
iii. Record of fires: Location, time, date, type of fire; name of
informant, type of alarm, names of persons injured, estimate
of damages, signature of captain.
Arr. chron. by date of record. No index. Hdw. 150 pp. 8% x 7 x
of Charles F. Medicke (clerk), Somers Rd.

Res.

W=

1. Information secured from Charles F. Medicke, clerk of fire
company, by Lawrence Green in February 1941.
Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 425, see entry 13.
hiligliss D 378,
Bbids s p,. 425.
Scrapbook, VIII, 44.
Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 478, see entry 13.
Annual Reports, 1937, p. 70, see entry 2.
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ZXI1IV. SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES™

Sometime in 1881 a sealer of weights and measures began to function
in Hampden. Although his name was not included in the list of officers
elected at the annual meeting that year, a sealer was afterward sworn in
by the clerk.2 At the next annual meeting in April 1882 the position was
included among the minor offices filled by acclamation for a l-year term.”

Despite legislation in 1914 which made the office-holder a mandatory
appointee of the selec’t;z;‘_un,‘l the customary method of annual election by
acclamation continued until 1921, when the selectmen for the first time
chose the sealer.® Since that date the appointment has been made annually
by the board.

The first published report of the sealer of weights and measures ap-
peared in the annual town reports for the year 1908;6 except for the years
from 1920 to 1925, it has since been pubiished regularly.

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the residence of
Charles D. Fiske (sealer), Main Street.

101. SEALER'S RECORD (of Inspections), 1920--. 1 vol.
Name, address of owner of device tested; type of business, device tested;
results, date of inspection; amount of fee. Arr. ckron. by date of inspec-
tion. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 150 pp. 22 x 14 x 3/4.

102. TOWN OF HAMPDEN, 1934--. 1 vol. Prior records destroyed.
Original inspection certificates retained by sealer, duplicates given to
ovners of devices tested: Name, address of owner; type of business, device
tested; result, date of test; amount, date of fce, payment; certificate
number., signature of sealer. Arr. chron. by date of test. No index. Hdw.
on. ptd. form. 300 pp. & x1d4 x I3

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

2. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 56, see entry 13.

e 0N o R o

4. Acts, 1914, ch. 452.

5. Hdﬁgden Town Records, vol. B, p. 226, see entry 13.

6. Annual Reports, 1909, p. 30, see entry 2.




FOREST FIRE WARDEN?!

i XXV

in Hampden in April 9, 1901, when
fire wardens for a l-year term.?
1906, but in 1907 they chose only
been followed ever since.

This office came into existence
the selectmen appointed threce forest
i They continued this practice through

a single appointee,® a practice whicl has

The first report of the fire warden was published in the an-
4

This office keeps no records.

1
TREE WARDEN

XXVI

HAV

Provisions forrthc establishment of tree wardens were made by legis-
lative act in 1899,° and the following year this office was placed on the
ballot.® Since 1900, therefore, a tree warden has been elected annually.
His annual report has been published only since 1938.°

(DAILY PAY ROLL AND TIKE BOCK) vols. Prior records
destroyed.
Name of employee, date of employment, number of hours worked, hourly rate

of pay, amount of earnings. Arr. chron. by date of employment. No index.

103. 1954--. 7

Hdw, ~ 100 pp: 5% 6 X &. Res. of Leroy 0. Howlett (warden), Chapin Terrace.
XXVII. GYPSY MOTH SUPERINTENDENTl

The position of gypsy moth superintendent was created on September
1922, when the selectmen filled the office by appointment.8 Since it

1. For the statutery origin and development of this office, see the

forthcoming volume on town and city governnent in
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical

Massachusetts, to be
Records Survey.

2. Hempden Town Records, vol. A, p. 428, see entry 13.
Oe - BBl 52 p. 600
4. Annual Reports, 1909, p. 29, see entry 2.
O ACESE=1899 ek e 330
6. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 405, See entry 13,
i 7. Annual Renorts, 1938, p. 69, see entry 2,
; 8. Selectmen's "ecords, V, 31, see ‘entry 1.




Gypsy Moth Superintendent [104]

was too late in the season to destroy the eggs, no appropriation was made,
put at the next annual meeting the voters alloted $250 to carry on this
mnk.l Regular appointments to the office have been made ever since and
the necessary funds included in each annual budget. Since 1935, when the
work of destroying gypsy and brown-tail moths was undertaken on a larger
scale with the help of the Federal Relief program, the superintendent has
submitted annual reports which are published in the reports of the town.

104, (TIME AND PAY RCLL BOOK) ; 1938--. -1 vol. Prior records lost
or destroyed.
Name of employee; number of days, hours worked; hourly rate of pay, total
amount due employee, closing date of work week, number of egg clusters
destroyed. Arr. chron. by closing date of work week. No index. Hdw.

35 pp. 5 x 3 x . Res. of Charles Lemon (supt.), Glendale Rd.

XXVIII. WELGHERS®

Weighers of several kinds have figured among Hampden officers ever
sinee the second town meeting held on April 18, 1878, when three weighers
of hay, straw, and coal were chosen.4 With slight variation in number,
although three was customary, the voters elected weighers annually by ac-
clamation until 1920, when one "public weigher" was appointed by the se-

lectmen.? Since then one or more weighers have been named each year under

various titles. Although sometimes designated merely as "weighers," at
other times the names of.the commodities are mentioned Thus Hampden has

had weighers of hay, coal, straw, coke, apples, ete., in different combina-

tions.

This office keeps no records.

XXIX. SURVEYORS OF LUliBER5

Three surveyors of lumber were elected at the second town meeting,
held April 18, 1878.6 The voters chose these cofficers, usually three in

1. Hampden Town Records, vol. B, p. 251, see entry 13.
2

2. Annual Reports, 1935, p. 65, see entry <.
3, TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the

forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.

4, Hampden Town Records, vol. A, Dp. 10, see entry 13.

ST om o bt b o R B ol T 2 O S

6. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 9, see entry 13.
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Surveyors of Lumber

number, annually by acclamation until 1920, when the functions of surveyorg
of lumber were combined with those of the measurer of wood , charcoal, ang
bark. One man only held the dual position on appointment by the Selectmeml
In 1921 this officer was called a "measurer of wood, bark, and charcoal, alg
surveyor of lumber . "®

This office keeps no records.

XXX. MEASURERS OF WOOD, CHARCOAL AND BARKS

This office originated at the second meeting of the town, held on
April,lS, 1878, when five men were elected to the office for the ensuing
year‘& Annual elections by acclamation followed without interruption, al-
though the number chosen varied Thus, in 1881, seven were elected;s by
1888° the number had increased to ten In later years from three to five
measurers served the town until 1920, when the selectmen named a single
measurer, who combined with his own functions, those of the surveyors of
lumber Thereafter the selectmen have usually appointed from one to
three measurers each year

This office keeps no records

XXXI. MODERATOR®

From the first town meeting, held April 8, 1878, and continuing to
date, a moderator has been elected to preside over each annual or special
meeting 8 For many years this officer served without compensation, but
at the annual meeting on February 4, 1924 the town voted to pay him at
the rate of $5 per meeting Permanent duties have never been delegated
to the moderator of Hampden town meetings, but on numerous occasions he
had been instructed to appoint committees chosen for specific purposes.

This office keeps no records.

Eahbid,. awel . B c 204

2¢ “Ibid:; pii226

3. For the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city govermnment in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey .

4. Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 10, see entry 13

o Zibdd s po b0

6. Ehidaty p 167

o= - BDEdL Sovolat B o, 004

e Ebido Vol AT pa see entry 13.

9. . Ibid.;, voli ‘B;ip. 265,
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XXXII. FENCE VIEWERS!

Two fence viewers were chosen at the first meeting of the town held
April 8, 1878, to serve during the ensuing year.2 In 1897 their number
was increased to three,5 and in 1920 the office was made appointive by the
selectmen,4 who have named the three fence viewers annually since that
time.

This office keeps no record.

XXXIII. FIELD DRIVER AND POUND KEEPERl

The merging of these two offices is of comparatively recent origin,
for from April 18, 18789 through 19176 four field urivers and one pound
keeper were elected separately, usually by acclamation. In 1918 the vo-
ters chose three field drivers and a nound keeper. while in 1920 the of-
fices were given to one man, an appointec oi the seléctmen  This procedure
has been followed annually siuce that time. 0Un nunerous occasions, i.0W-
ever, the records mentign a "field driver" only and since the town pounc
was demolished in 1919, the office of pound keeper may be taken as nomn-
inal. Tge list of officers for 1940 shows a "pound keeper and field
driver."

This office keeps no records.

1. TFor the statutory origin and development of this office, see the
forthcoming volume on town and city government in Massachusetts, to be
published shortly by the Massachusetts Historical Records Survey.
Hampden Town Records, vol. A, p. 3.
Ibid., p. 344.
Ehidet ovel By ps 2067

Ide, vol GGz pe I

bbids, voletBaE m 68

Thid=p.=- 2065

Phld e bl 9g,

Annual Reports, 1940, p. 4, see entry 2.
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ADPPRENDTX

State Archives Relating to Hampden
The following manuscripts are in a folder marked "Acts - 1878, Chanp.
ter 88", in the Massachusetts Archives, room 438, State House, Boston
1 {PETITION FOR SEPARATE PARISH), Nov 12. 1877 « sheets
Decius Beebe, Solomon C Spellman, Ira G Potter, Francis E Clark, William
R Sessions and Frank Hollistor. committee of Town of Wilbraham and inhabit-

ants of said town, respvectfully represent that at a town meeting held on
the sixth day of November 1877, it was voted nearly unanimously, ™"184 yeas,
19 nays™, to petition the legislature at its next sessions for a division
of the town "by a line on or near the present line between the South and
North Parishes" and that the above were "then elected and appointed
special committee to carry into effect said vote and to prepare and caus
to be presented to your Hon{orab)l{e) Bodies the Petition, wherefore we,
for and in behalf of said Town of Wilbraham, humbly pray for such division
and for *he establishment of two towns under appropriate names within the

limits oi said town " Hdw 2 pp 8 x 12%
-

2 {RECOMMENDED BOUNDS FOR SEPARATE PARISH 5. Now. 151877 sheet
Decius Beebe and four others, inhabitants of the Town of Wilbraham, represent
to the General Court that the said town ought to be divided into two separate
towns by a line running on or near the present line between the south and
north parish Wherefore, they humbly bray for such divisions and for the
establishment of two towns under opriate names within the limits of
said town of Wilbrahan Hdw 1

3 (PLEA FOR GRANTING OF PETITION), Nov 13, 1877 1 sheet
a of William V Sessions ers, legal voters of the Town of Wilbra-
ham, to senate and house of representatives, that the petition for a division
of said town on or near the parish line in accordance with the vote of the
town on the sizth day of November 1877 be granted Hdw Lo 8 23—

4 {PLEA FOR GRANTING OF PETITIONS), Nov 13, 1877 1 sheet
Plea of John M Merrick and others, legal voters of the Town of Wilbrahan,
to senate and house of representatives. that the petition for a division

of said town on or near the parish line in accordance with the vote of the

town on the sixth day of November 1877 be granted Hdw 1 p 8 x 72
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5 (PETITION FOR INCLUSION IN THE NORTH PARISH), Jan 23, 1878
1 sheet

petition of Walter Hitchcock and twelve others to senate and house of rep-
resentatives, stating that as inhabitants and legal voters and owners of
estates on the west side of the great mountain and on the proposed division
1ine of the Town of Wilbraham, they do "herby most humbly petition your
honorable Body in case the said town shall be divided that we and our
gstates may be placed in the North town, it being our place of worship
and our Post Office accommodations." Hdw JEepietaae 25%.

6 (REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TOWNS), March 15, 1878. 2 sheets
Report of Charles Adams, Jr , for the committee on towns, to the General
Court, stating as follows "The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred
the Petition of the Town of Wilbraham by its duly authorized committee
for a division of the territory of said town; of Decius Beebe and four
others; of William V Sessions and one hundred and sixty-nine others; and
of John M. Merrick and three hundred and eleven others, all of said
Wilbraham and all in aid of the same petition; also the Petition of Walter
Hitchcock and twelve others of the same town, praying that in case of such
division, they and their estates may belong in the North Town; after due
notice to the parties interested, and a hearing upon the case and considera-
tion of the same, report the accompanyinz bill." Hdw. 2 pp. 7& x 9%

7 ACT TO DIVIDE THE TOWN OF WILBRAHAM AND INCORPORATE THE TOWN OF
HAMPDEN, March 28, 1878 11 sheets.

"Be it eancted by the Senate and House of Representatives and by authority
of same that.: Sec 1 A1l territory now within the Town of Wilbraham in
County of Hampden which lies to the south of the following described line
that is to say beginning at a stone monument on the east line of the town
of Longmeadow," etc , "is hereby incorporated into a town by the name of
Hampden, which is hereby invested with all the powers, privileges," etc ;
and "subject to all duties and requirements to which other towns are entitled
and .subjected "™ Sec. 2 The inhabitants of said Town of Hampden shall
be holden to pay all arrears of taxes which have been legally assessed upon
them by the town of Wilbraham, also their proportion of all state and county
taxes"; also "all taxes heretofore assessed and not collected, which shall
be collected and paid to treasurer of town of Wilbraham." Sec 3. "Said
towns of Wilbraham and Hampden shall be respectively liable for the support
of all persons who now do or shall hereafter stand in need of relief as
paupers;" "and the town of Hampden shall pay annually to town of Wilbraham
its proportion of expenses incurred by Town of Wilbraham by reason of amny
settlement acquired in Wilbraham in consequence of military service in the
war of the Rebellion." "Sec 4. All suits and proceedings at law in
equity when action for or against town of Wilbraham arose before passage
of this act may be instituted and prosecuted or defended by either or
both of the said towns " "Sec 5 The corporate property belonging
to the town of Wilbraham at date of passage of act", "and the public
debt of said town shall be divided between the town of Wilbraham and Hampden
according to valuation of the property within their respective limits."
"Sec. 6. In case of disagreement between said towns in respect
t0 division of property, debts, taxes, etc., the superior court




Appendix

for county of Hempden shall, upon a petition of either town, appoint
three competent and disinterested bersons as comaissioners to hear the
parties and award thereon, and such awards shall be final." Sec. 7

Town of Hampden shall continuec to be a part of the eleventh congressional

4

a

district, of the eigth councilor district, of the first Hampden senatoria
istrict, of the second Hampden represent JtiVC district, and the voters

of the town of Hemodcn uAll vote Ior the repres “NtaflVE and senators

tc the General Court, representatives to Congress, etc ; .and the clerk

of the town of Hampden shall male returns and meet with the clerks of the
towns of Palmer, Ludlow, and Wilbraham for th pburpose of ascertaining
the results of the election of revresentatives for said second Hampden
representative district, ete. Sec 8. Any 1ur+ice of the peace within

and for the county of Hampden may issue his warrants directed to any
inhabitant of the town of Has mo”nn requiring him to notify and warn the
inhabitants thereof in town affairs to meet at the time and place therein
appointed for the choosing of 211 town off ficers, etec Sec. 9. This aect
shall take effect at its sage In Senate, March 19, 1878, passed %o
be engrossed. In House of F(prpuuh._ ves, uarch 27, 1878, passed to be
engrossed in concurrence {dopvoved March 28, 1878) Hdw Lleappe o8 Jel0
For printed version of act, see Acts 1878, ch. 88, pp. 60-63
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Appropriation for (Continued)
school, lO
ou11

town 21508

Archives, St
Area of town, lO
Assessment, tax
See also License
motor vehicle, 43
special, 45, 78

38, 39

Assessors, board of
annual report of, 43
election of, 22, 43

history of, 43
records of, 38-46
location of, 24, 25, 43
tax commitment warrants of,
59, 77
Assignment of wages, 28-i
Association, Young Men's
Christian, 14
Attachment, writs of, 28-x
Attendance, school, 80-82
Auctioneer's license, 3, 13-i
Auditor
election of, 22, 54
history of, 54

B

Badger, Abner, 7

Ballard, Mrs. Delia, 68
Bank report, 86-iv
Baptists, 6, 16, 17

Bark, measurer of, 23, 78
Beebe
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Decius, app. 1,-2,-6
Marcus, )
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Stewart, 8
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cemetery, 68
library, 13, 59
town, 13

Bids for contracts, 6-v

86

Index
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Board, see Asse sov°; Heal*h
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Welfa

Bonds, surety, 7-iii

Bookkeeper, town, see Town

Boundaries of town, 10, 1-iii, &pp. 7

Bounds for separate parish, app. 2

Boy Scouts, 14

Boys' club, 14

Bradford
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Chain manufact ure, 8
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Baptist, 6, 16, 17
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Correspondence of (Continued)
selectmen, 6-vii
treasurer, 61-i, 63
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treasurer, 36, 47
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tree 22, 76
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Electi : rrants for, 36, 30
Electric u ities, 12
Empl oyment pupils, 82-iii
Enrollment, school, 56, 80, B2-iv
Emergency Relief Administration, 14,
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charity, 19

of fire company, 100-ii

for: highways, 10; 13; 19

old ege assistance, 88
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soldiers' benefit, 19, 69
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federal control of, 28-v
Federal
Agricultural Adjustment
Administration, 28-v
Civil Works Administration, 14
Emergency Relief Administration,
14, 63, 64, 74
relief program, 14, 77
Work Projects Administration,
14, 19, 63, 64
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Federated Church, 16, 17
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Fees, see License
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Fence viewers, 23, 79

Fences, division, 10
Field driver, 23, 79
Financial records of
See also Appropriation; Cash;
Expenditures; Receipts
assessors, 44, 45
bookkeeper, 65-78
cemetery commission, 97
clerk, 14, 15, 283+29-xii . -xiv, -
xvii
gypsy moth superintendent, 104
ampden Volunteer Fire Company,
100-1ii
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suparintendent of streets, 99
tax collector, 47-51
treasurer, 29-xii,-xvii, 52-64
tree warden, 103

Fire

company, see Hampden Volunteer

records, 11, 100-iii
Firehouse appropriation,
First

Congregational Church, 16

elected officers, 21

gristmill, 5

meetinghouse, 5

minister, 5

sawmill, 5

settlers, 5

town meeting, 10

warrant for, 21

fish licenses, 15, 29-x
Flint, Jonathan, 8
Flynn, Cornelius, 17
Fodder for cattle, 7
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Forest fire warden, 23, 73, 76
Forests, 5
Fruit growing, 7

Fuller, Percy, 66

Fulton, Rev. H.; F.; 16
Fund, Warriner, 10

See also Bequests

G

Game licenses, 15, 29-x
Garage’; town, 14, 18
Gaslight, introduction of, 11
General Court, see Incorporation
Gifts, see Bequests
Girl Scouts, 14
Gocodmen, Clark, 65
Governmental organization, 20, 21
Graves, care of, 23, 69
Gristmild o 67 36
Guide posts, 12
Gymnasium, 13
Gypsy moth superintendent

history ofy 76 127

records of, 104

location of, 25
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Hall, Academy, see Academy
Hampden

See also Town

Academy, 6, 11, 13

County, 5, app-:
Improvement League, 18
public library, see Library
town

hall, see Academy

house, dedication of, 13
Volunteer Fire Company

history of, 73, 74

records of, 100

location of, 25

Woolen Company, 15
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Hay, 7
weighers, 77
Health
board of

dental clinic receipts of, 53
election of, 32, 64

history of, 64, 65
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List
a3

D

of elected officers, 2
SOy TG
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tax, 47
voting, l-v, 32-37, 46
.Loans authorized by voters, 21
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Middle Brook, 7 community, 17

Military service, see War 00'v'ermozt11, 30521
Mildtias, #0-1 ik of smaller towns, 12
"Millerites," 6 Overseers of the poor, see Welfare
Mills, textile, 7,87 :15; 16, 19

Minister, first, 5 15

Minutes

of fire company, 100-1 Palmer, town of, app. 7
of library trustees, 85 Papermaking, 8

of registrars, 32 Parish

of school committee, 79 church appropriation, 5
of selectmen, 1 norbh by 57,9, appil

7
town meeting, 23, 13, 30 south,; 5; 65 9, appvl
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Pauper register, 89
Payments, see Expenditures
Pay roll of

moth ”uoaranenieny, 104

town officers, 29-xii, 957-1ii
Peck, Alpheas, 16
Peddler's licenses, 3
Perambulation of town boundaries,
1-iii, 10
Permits
See also License
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burial; 2%, 29-ii

0oil burner, 6-ix
records of, 1-i
stitions

parish, app. 1-O
nole location, 1-iv
road, 4

tax exemption, 16
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Physical record of pupils,
Physicia Sehool -5, 80
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electiontof 225 71
history of, 71
Plow works, $
Pole location
orders, 5, 29-viii
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petitions, 1l-iv

Police officers, special,

72, 8

Poolroom license, 13-i
Poor, appropriation for, 10
See also Welfare
Population changes, 19
Potash, 8

Potbter, Tra Gi gpp. 1

Poultry farming, 7
Pound keeper, history of,
Priraries, warrants for,
Products, dairy, 7
Property
See also Land
corporate, app. 7
mortgages, 28-vi,-viii,-ix
taken for taxes, 61-iii
valuation, 10, 43, 39
Prospect Hill Cemetery, 68,
9798
Public
debt of town, app.
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location of, 29
Redding, Mr., 15
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of travelers, 12

of vagrants, 12
Registered voters, list of,
Registrars, board of

clerk of, 37, 42

election of, 32, 4l

history of, 41, 42

records of, 32-37

location of, 24, 42

Relief, see Welfare
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Religion, see Church
Report of
assessors, 43, 86-xi

bank, 86-iv

board of health, 53
board of public welfare,
bookkeeper, 65-

61
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Republican town committee,

Residential town, 19

Residents

Revolutionary War, 7

Risely, Mr., 15

Road
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appropriation, 12
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report of, 71
selectien as, 30, 70
construction; 12519

location, 4

maintenance, 12
Roman Catholic Church, 17
Roper, John, 8
Rye, growth of, 5, 7
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Sage, Luther E., 8
Sailors' graves, 23, 69
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curriculum, 7
departmental supervisors, 80
digtrictss b5
expenditures, 10, 19,
80
finances, 80
high, 56
See also Academy
lands, 10
nurse, 80

physician, 55, 80
property valuation, 80
pupil
per capita cost, 7, 56
records, 80-83
transportation, 959
returns to State, 80
superintendent, 24, 55, 56, 80
teachers, 72, 80

truant officers, 54
Scouts
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Eleazer, 8
Sage and Company, 8
Seal of town, 22
Sealer of weights and measures

appointment of, 23, 75
history of, 75
records -of; 101; 103

location ofi; 85, 75
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Selectmen South (Continued)
appointments by, 22, 23, 30, village:;# 6,0
77-79 Special police officers, 23,
as board of S
health, 32, 64 Spellman, Solomon C., app. 1
public welfare, 32 Springfield
registrars, 32, 41 fourth precinct of, 5, 2l
election of, 22, 30-32, 60 nurses association of, 65
as firemen, ng residents from, 19 R
history of, 30-32 Street Railway, 12
law enforcement by, 72 Stage line, 12
as overseers of poor, 30, 60 State
records of, 1-12 archives relating to Hampden,
location of, 24, 32 app. F=t
reports of, .11, 32, 61 Commissioner of
as road commissioners, 30, 70 bOPDOratlons and Taxation,
as town agents, 30, 31 Education, 80
Separation Ok Deﬁartment of
Heampden from Wilbraham, 5, 21, Equcation, 81
app. 1-7 Health, 91
Wilbraham from Springfield, 21 General Court, app. 2
Service S5 Stebbins
light, 12 Milton, 8
public electric, 12 Stephen, 5
Sessions S Straw weighers, 77
Charles, 7 Street
Elizabeth 15 -5 See also Highway; Road
Sumner, 8 superintendent
William, 8, app. 1,-3,-6 appointment of, 23, 70, 71
Settlements, New Fnﬁl nd, 7 history of, 70, 71
Settlers, first, ) records of, 99
Slaughterhouse inspector, see Meat location of, 25
Smith s pay rolls of, 75, 99
George W., 16 lighting, 12
Hinsdale, 15 Med g s 12
Snow removal, 13 railway, 12
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Soldiers school, 24, 55, 56, 80
See also War 8ireet, 256 10, =7
benefits of, 19, 235 69 Superior Court, app. 7
Civil War, app. 7 Surety bonds, 7-iii
ir militia, 9 Surveyor of
South highways, 20, 31, 70
parish lumber; 77, 78
agriculture in, 7 Symbols used in text, 27
church, 5 &7
incorporation of, 10 T
industries of, 9
schools, 6 2 j Tax
separation, 5, app. 1 See also License

abatement, 42, 66
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certificates, 41, 90
motor vehicles, 44
assessment, 38, 39
bonds, 60

nds,
collected by vendue, 10
collector
election of, 22, 45
history of, 45, 46

payments to treasurer by,
90-xvl i 54O

records of, 47-51
location of, 24, 25

report of, 6-x
commitment

motor vehicle, 48

warrants, 40, 49, 59, 77
list, 47
motor vehicle, 43, 44
property tak
receipts, 47, 48, 5l
special, 45, 78
titles, 61, 62, 76

Teachers, 79, 80
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Timber, 7

Titles, tax, 61, 62, 76
Tobacco, 7
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history of, 51
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e

boundaries, 1-iii, 10, app.
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election of, 23, 36
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garage, 14, 18
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map of, 4
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minutes of, 1
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time of, 11
warrant, 13-ii, 29-Xi, 30
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notes, 60
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pound, 13
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borrowing power of, 11

as clerk, 47
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election of, 36, 47
history of, 47, 48
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receipts of, 48, 72
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location of, 24, 48
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valuation, 10
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Trade neme certificate, 29-iii
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Abstract and Index of the Records of the Inferiour Court of Pleas,
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mim., 1940).

American Portraits., 1620-1825, Found in Massachusetts, 2 vols., (iv,
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