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FOREWORD

There has been much said about the wide gap between sehoolroom
practices and actual life practices. This bulletin, prepared by Freddie
Riddle, contains a study of the oceupational choices of five thousand
high school seniors of the graduating class of last year. A careful
examination of this information on what students would like to do in
later life should be of assistance to those who have the responsibility
of preparing curricula for the school system.

I commend this study to you, and earnestly hope that those who
think seriously of the future education of this state will study it care-
fully.

The latter part of this bulletin econtains announcements and news
items of interest to school people.

H. W. PETERS,

Superintendent Public Instruction
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A STUDY OF VOCATIONAL CHOICES OF HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS IN KENTUCKY, 1937-1938

Note—This report was made in the spring of 1938. The original report con-
gisted of many statistical tables not herein printed.

INTRODUCTION

A Néed for Such a Study

1. Natural conditions.—Curriculum revision in the light of
present day complexities in our social order is being discussed rather
widely. Among the many conditions that enhance the cause for eur-
nealum revision is the status of national life. The fact that
127,000,000 people are now trying to thrive in a nation born only one
ind a half centuries ago and in which natural resources are con-
stantly diminishing, in itself necessitates training of a kind unthought
of a few years ago. The fact that so great a portion of our popula-
in is moving into urban centers and the lack of stability in our
uational life that has been caused by the depression through which we
have just gone, demands readjustments. ;

2. Unemployment and living conditions.—TIt is said that more
than one-third of the American people are living below standards of
deeency and that two-thirds of them are living below standards of
1.1€alth and comfort. Millions of hoys and girls have left high sehools
m the past few years ; some left without completing high school ; some
tmpleted high school but mever entered college. Millions of these
foung people are unemployed. Even though we accept the principle
that each one should earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, it seems
that conditions are such that a great many people, both young and old,
st accept charity of some kind from individuals or from the numer-
"8 welfare agencies established by local, state, and federal govern-
tents. More than 10,000,000 in search of work registered with un-

Mployment service offices during the biennium from July 1, 1934, to
e 30, 1936,

aetujlll : I]“Iig'h school and collggce_ students.—When one obs'erves what
i iBS lappens to the pupils in Kentucky W}‘l(} enter hlgh schools,
e 3;3;1-011.1‘6&8(')1‘1 for thought 0.11 the question of curriculum re-
nlate];.r x O(I)S 18 eVldellC(-%d by the iafzt that five years ago approxi-

V99,000 boys and girls entered high schools in Kentucky as fresh-
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men. Last year approximately 12,000 of those 35,000 boys and girls
graduated from high schools. This means that approximately one of
every three who entered high school continued until graduated. The
other two dropped out, either to be employed, to help around home, o
to be idle. Of the 12,000 who graduated, approximately 3,500 entered
college this year, which means that hardly one of every three who
graduated from high schools last year entered colleges this year, which
in the final analysis means that of every ten students who enter high
schools in Kentucky, under present conditions, only one will continue
through high school and enter college.

Along this same line of thought it is interesting to observe what
happens to those high school graduates who enter college. According
to a study made by a member of the staff of the Office of Education,
Washington, D. C., 62.1 per cent of the students who entered twenty-
five leading American universities in 1931-32 left those universities
during or at the end of the four-year period, from 1931-32 to 1935-36,
without obtaining degrees. Only 31.6 per cent of those who entered
those universities in 1931-32 received degrees during or at the end of
the following four years; 6.8 per cent of those who left the universities
during those years without degrees returned later to obtain degress.
The retarded group made 6.3 per cent of the total. Most of them
finally got degrees. According to these figures, then, approximately
two of every five students who enter colleges continue until they g
degrees.

Assuming that Kentucky’s college entrants will follow in general
the practices of college entrants throughout the nation, approximatel.y
1,500 of the 3,500 students from Kentucky who entered colleges this
year will obtain degrees, eventually. This number will be Slight})’
more than four per cent of the number who entered high schools 11
Kentucky as freshmen five years ago.

4. Education for the masses vs. education for special groups—
In the day of education in private institutions, privately supportel
and privately controlled, the course of study was designed to 111tafzt"£llC
demands of those special families who were wealthy enough t0 aﬁﬂl'f
private education for a select group who would fill the “white-colln"ﬂ'
professions. Those people of little means were denied educatiol
Tt was customary for them to fall in the lower hrackets of work, t0 b‘f
tenants and servants to those of wealth. It is a far cry from the (?3.“
when the poor were denied the opportunity of receiving educatulm
from a public school system to the present when we helieve that e
masses should be educated—when we believe that ultimate SIS
depends upon intelligcent followers as well as intelligent leaders.
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The enrollment of secondary schools has grown by leaps and
jomnds.  Today we have in secondary schools not only those who plan
o enter the professions that have long been held in the spotlight of
desivability, but we have also those people who want to be our plumb-
as, carpenters, painters, bookkeepers, and to follow all the other
vocations that are followed in our country. This condition certainly
lends itself to the need for a broadened curriculum.

5. Changing conditions demand trained employees.—With the
primitive man living conditions were simple. The task of making a
living confined itself mainly to muscular skills. Only a century and
a half ago the task of people in this country was one of clearing
forests and living from the abundance of matural resources at hand.
Today the task of earning a living is far different. Natural resources
are no longer so abundant. Machines have replaced a great deal of
manual labor; industrial trades have come into prominence. The
whole scheme of our social order is more complex, demanding more
fraining. It took only a short time to learn how to hew a log, hoe
wrn or pick cotton. Learning how to make a building safe, hygienie
and beautiful ; how to make it accommodate more than a single family ;
low to conserve the soil that has been so rapidly wasting away ; how
fooperate our many machines; in fact, how to do any of the jobs that
ae now to be done but which were unknown and uncalled for a few
Years ago, requires training on the part of the worker today of a kind
unthought of by earlier man. The employer today does not risk his
\'flluable shops in the hands of untrained persons. Ie does not have
tme to train them himself; he is looking for skilled workers before
tnploying them. This condition puts the burden on the shoulders of
the sehool which should fit young people for earning a living.

6. A different, goal—It is ‘safe to assume that the pupils in the
tatly schools aimed at a cultural education, at a diploma which signi-
fied cel‘jcain scholastic achievement. It would be untrue to say that is
the major objective of all the high school pupils in Kentucky today.
Aswill be shown by this study many of them want to follow vocations
that require some practical training and, consequently, a diploma
of graduation ag such would be of little value to them. They are in
thool to enhance their ability to earn a living.

{Fhis study is made not principally to determine exactly what
}i‘.“'l‘lculum revision should be made, but, rather, to determine what
igh schog] pupils actually want to do, what former high school
f;gg::ttes have .done, and 1.;11.us to form some basis upon which future

gt of curriculum revision can be based.
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B. Scope of Study and Procedures Used

Questionnaires asking for the number of seniors (boys an
girls), the number expected to graduate this year (boys and girl)
and the number who expect to enter college next year (boys and
girls), together with the vocational choices of individual seniors, wer
sent to the principals of the 633 Kentucky public high schools whick
offer school service through the twelfth grade. The principals wer
asked to exercise care in obtaining accurate data. The tabulations pre.
sented in this study are the result taken from 241 questionnairs,
The other 392 public high schools included in the group that offer
complete high school service did mnot respond to the questionnair
These 241 public high schools have in them 5533 seniors, 5360 of
whom will graduate this year, and 5006 of whom indicated what
vocations they desire to follow in the future. (A few of this number
are duplications inasmuch as some seniors indicated their first and
second choices. This number is very small, however.) Two hur
dred twenty-nine (229) of these high schools are white high schools
with 5272 seniors, and 12 are colored high schools with 261 seniors.

In addition to obtaining vocational choices of these 5006 high
school seniors, the writer has gone further to determine what last
year’s high school graduates of those particular high sehools ar
doing this year. Tabulations were made to ascertain what infiuences
the size of high schools and the accessibility of college and universiy
training and industries have to do with the choices of high schocl
seniors and with the actual work done by those who have graduatel
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Chapter One

WHAT VOCATIONS DO HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS WANT
TO ENTER?

0f the 5533 high school seniors in the 241 publie high schools in
Kentucky that responded to a questionnaire on voeational choices,
3006 indicated what vocations they desire to enter in later life. The
vocational preferences of these 5006 seniors are shown in the table
below. This table has in it a total of 88 different vocations and the
number of seniors choosing each vocation is shown.

An examination of the following table will reveal that:

26.8% of the 3,045 senior girls want to do secretarial, stenographical,
bookkeeping or accounting work

12.5% want to be teachers

9.5% want to be nurses

8.7% want to be homemalkers

8.2% want to be beauticians

40% want to be musicians

Of the 2488 senior hoys,

11.0% want to be engineers

10.8% want to be farmers

5.1% want to be aviators

9.3% want to be bookkeepers or accountants
5.8% want to be electricians

5.0% want to be agricultural agents

4.6% want to be teachers and

4.0% want to be auto mechanics

; (Combining the percent of those boys who want to be farmers
Mth the percent of those who want to be agricultural agents, we have

d total of 15.8% of the senior boys who want to do some kind of agri-
tltura] worlk. )

_ Briefly summarizing, 69.7% of the senior girls want to follow the
six leaq; ) : ; e ,
leading professions for girls indicated above and 51.6% of the

*Ilor boys want to follow the eight leading professions for boys indi-
tted ahove,
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TABLE |

Vocational Choices of High School Seniors in 241 Public Schools in
Kentucky, 1937-38

Boys | Girls | Total |Percent
NumberfofiSeniorsiir v saiaie s o s 2,488 3,045/ 5533 ...
Number expected to graduate this year...| 2,398 2,962| 5,360 968
Number who plan to enter college this year| 1,167| 1,356 2,623 455
Vocations
Accounting: bookkeeping, etc. ... 133 159 292 5.2
Advertining chanief Seiiin Dl e 12 5 17 0
Agrichliurali/Ae ent st was s 126 10 136 24
AUrdcenditioningsEdslvsiniinuad S b a B i) pedaars 1 1)1
ATchitecturel=tists ey ensiin i 21 9 30 5
Art: drawing, oil painting, draughtsman, etc. 32 5b 87 15
Atshleticg. s simnaitanra e slania Sl e Sl bl b 9
viation: s s oS len i e R 142 19 161 29
Bankingiiliesiecbnls s ais e st BN i 19 10 29 i
Bagebhallicoache === il S i il s T e P feiie T 2 03
Beauty culture, barbering, etc. .........oooovoeoeii. 13 252 265 47
Biologicalfiregearchi s e i et 2 03
BuildingiStrades=sof et aigie s iiian e 8 ies 8 1
Business administration ... 4{iEaan 4 il
Cabinetftmaking =i sl i I Ei R i 6 6 1
Cappentry i e e e 19| 5 eenin 19 3
Chemigtry Sl deisendind s gan s 3 1 4 A1
CLITODIaCIOr St s 0 O e et 1o 1 {1
QivileBerviceid s wliniil nu fons i L 20 2 2 3
Commerce SR el S it i 1 2 3 i
Crimiologyr el s o it Ao e R 3 1 4 il
Paneiigaabe sias chat iba i e s e R el e 2 2 3
IONTIS Y. sels wer et I N s e 27 1 28 0
Dietitigns To s i Ssdiiet i do i 10 63 73 13
Doctor: Optometrist, M. D., Surgeon, etc..... 97 57 154 ng
NIstributivetradesi e s Einiii 9 3 12 7
Dressmaking and/or tailoring ... 5 54 59 10
Pramaticiafitrssmioagioialie wo sl s 11 36 417 $
Electricity: radio, refrigeration, practical, :
SR e R e s 133 208 133 §'1
Engineering: electrical, mining, civil, ete.. ... 286 A s 286 '01
EXplorersssis et ol asinuge Dk |3t 1 £
Harmingesrenlsbe R sl o alsiiie 267 gl 276 i
HIoEiStar s shh it s B o S Ty T iR L
Foreostry, ik hisseoatine R on b doiuita ey 4 e 4 o
Geblogist s issnn o il il S g b o o 9o F e 2 oL
Handieraftgsfsrssrs corin s e naias on s nl G ey 1 1 4
Homemalking: it renotsibhadie Sl (U Sl 3 265 26 0
Eorseman i st iins s Sttt inanani i S s il s i 0
Horticalouristi ot e oo ra en s amnh oy sl alil s ey, 1 0
Hotelimanapertstrcas s b Sl ains e I S 1 0
Immigration IMBpector s sun o it e §
Industrialtrades i s rnte o vl i ool i 32 6 35 1
Interioradocoratonsisis U SRR UL s 2 6 i )]
Journaligme s . srrasininiae s E b i e 51 68 11'4 I
Laboratory.itechnician s i §ie S o B 10 24 39 g,
TOWYer ittt Shniiit g Sl R e 99 20 162 11
Isibraryiscience - shinae i fad dang i 5 57

—

Mail
Mect
Meta
Milit
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River
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Social
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TABLE |—Continued 5 It
Vocational Choices of High School Seniors in 241 Public Schools in I 1‘
i Kentucky, 1937-38 |
1]
Boys | Girls | Total |Percent |
h
il it eI R R e ET R R ool e 1 01 |
MeananicE R autos: etel S e L e 100 1 101 1558 i
el TR o e e e A S S 7 1 8 ok {
S EA R R s e S A 2 -03 {
AHED Db e e b e e i P o Sl e 15 1 16 2 |
M o b, s o et L, e ek fserrani 9 il |
T e e L ey i 1 9 10 Al |
TG s e A A S B S R R e o e et 2 2 .03 o
Music; vocal, instrumental, etc. ........o.cccoooo... 69 121 190 3.4
O s e e e e 7 Sl
NI Tl e R e C e o B S i 290 290 5.2
AN CNE S Secbine oo bt i i e 33 3 36 .6
Sy D D T e e e b e Sl U 7 3 10 Al
BhvRlcalRedIcatlonG: Sl as sl b sl i 15} 2 7 1
T - R A s S s s o s o Biiiazis 6 Sl
HOUCEMATIREaE AL e o oo PP e o 3| o 3 .05
Printing: linotype operator, etc. ....ccocoeeeeeeeen. . IR s 18 .3
RIDHCRWio Rk STt il e e et il .01
HOIORINOad CARLIN S e it i it e o o e e 2 2 .03
B, CI G e N e Rt i 2 .03
Ve T e e S Tl isanden 1 .01
RElesManpNIngea s snriae LRt das eoaiaiil 77 28 105 1.8
Shoemaking and repairing ... e 2|t 2 .03 i
ShOBIL Gremneiony R e i e seie st B o i e 1 il .01
ML e RS e e 1 9 10 al
N e T et e e S SR i ety 1 .01
RN ol s 23 12 35 .6
Stenographer and secretary ... 42 658 700 12.6
TR s NG RS e L R e i il 1 .01
RO il A TS i R iz iangs 1 .01
7t R R N e il e 1 01
Uditiap 0K N R 114 392 506 9.1
Telephone or telegraph QDO 10 35 45 .8
RRIGRIRTON M e i e e s T s G| 2o ey 1 01
G R T e S AL B s S e il 1 .01 |
it Oy e i e [T il 1 01 i
MG (bR TR e e e e i N ] 1 .01 il
Undertaking or embalminge-i s = ot 34 5 39 7
Rk e e e B S 1 e,
alchmaking and engraving ................ g el 3 .05




Wb

T e P

Chapter Two

WHAT ARE LAST YEAR’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
DOING THIS YEAR?

After tabulating the number and percent of high school seniors
who want to enter certain fields of endeavor, the question of what
former high school graduates are doing naturally arose. In order fo
answer this question, the writer collected the annual high school
reports that high school principals make to the State Department of
Education at Frankfort, Kentucky and from those reports ascertained
the whereabouts of last year’s graduates from those high schools.
Reports from the same high schools that answered the questionnaire
on vocational choices of their present seniors were used except for 16
of those 241 reports which did not indicate what last year’s graduates
of those 16 schools are doing this year.

The following table indicates the number and percent, of last
year’s graduates from the 225 high schools studied who entered
schools, stores and offices, farming, factories or trades, other employ-
ment or are at home or unknown.

TABLE II

Whereabouts of Last Year’'s (1936-37) Graduates from 225 Public High
Schools in Kentucky

(These same high schools were used in compiling data for Table I)

Boys Percent Girls Percent
College or University ... 641 31.1 616 25-;
Schoolstior ANUTEe S o | S SR 93 3-1
Commercial Schools ... 107 5.1 243 10.
Total in some School.... 748 36.3 952 39.8
StoreorsQiiice = tantpaiiinasl iy 206 10. 200 3-2
Harming; seeletiin e et Dl e 367 17.8 13 2'0
Haetoryor /Tradag o= it 194 9.4 50 7-1
@thertEmployiment i e 258 12.5 170 37'8
At -Homer it sipalinm izt 206 10.0 905 3'8
UnEkNnowiesise s i ettt 79 3.8 100 :
Totaly et i aoim 2,058 2,390
| -_.__'_—_—-—‘
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N

Percent

—

2.7
3.8
101

39.8

8.3
b
2.0
7.1
378
3.8

An examination of the data in the above table will reveal that
36.3% of the boys and 39.89, of the girls who graduated last year
from the 225 high schools studied are enrolled this year in colleges or
miversities, schools for nurses, or commerecial schools.
of the data in. Table I, with the data in Table IT, will reveal that the
percent of last year’s high school graduates who actually entered col-
lege this year is slightly less than the percent of this year’s seniors

A comparison

who plan to enter college next year. A study of these two tables will
reveal further that the percent of last year’s graduates who are farm-
g this year is very close to the percent of this year’s seniors who want
toenter agricultural pursuits. The percent of this year’s senior girls
who want to be homemakers is far less than the percent of last year’s
female graduates who are at home this year. The percent of last
year’s female graduates who entered commercial school this year 1is
much smaller than the percent of this year’s senior girls who want to
enter the professions of stenography, hookkeeping, ete., for which they
would be prepared in commercial schools. However, many high school
students are being prepared, while in high school, to enter such voea-
tions and will not necessarily enter purely commercial schools before
entering service in these vocations.
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Chapter Three

IN WHAT VOCATIONS ARE THE GAINFUL EMPLOYVEES
OF KENTUCKY?

The first Chapter of this report shows what vocations 5006 high
school seniors in 241 of Kentucky’s high schools want to enter
Chapter 2 was devoted to a report of the whereabouts of last year’s
graduates from 225 of those same high schools—4448 high school
graduates. This Chapter is devoted to a summary of what all gainful

workers, 10 years of age or older in Kentucky are doing—Dhased on
the 1930 census.

The following table shows the per cent of the gainful employees
ten years of age and over engaged in each of the major industrial
divisions in Kentucky and in the United States as a whole, (Based
on the 1930 census.)

TABLE II1

Percent of Gainful Employees Ten Years of Age and Over Engaged in.Each
of the Major Industrial Divisions in Kentucky and in the
United States as a Whole

Percent Percent
Type of Vocation Employed Employed
in Kentucky in United States
IBrofessional i i Sianianstnian o ‘ 5.0 7.
Agriculturalsiiais s ang e ciiay 39.5 21.
Commerclale il ae i ta e I 13.9 20.
Trade and Industrial ... I 41.6 52,

The data in Table IIT show what people in Kentucky actually do
regardless of what they may desire to do. A study of these dats
reveals that two-fifths of our employed people follow agricultural pur
suits; two-fifths follow trade and industrial occupations, while only
one-twentieth of them are employed in the ‘‘professions’’. It _Seems
that we can readily reach the conclusion that the course of study mn 01
high schools should be designed to train youth for other than P'-'“'eh'
professional work. This phase of this report, together with sectional
factors and influences, will be discussed later in the report.
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Chapter Four

WHAT FACTORS INFLUENCE VOCATIONAL CHOICES OF
SENIORS IN KENTUCKY'S PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS?

In the past years educators have discussed much the problem of
ndividual differences among school pupils. It is generally agreed
that a vast number of individual differences exist among the pupils
in one grade or one class; that the same instructional procedures and
techniques are not suited as well to one group of pupils as to another;
and that the content and relationships of the phases of instruction
need to be varied in order to fit the aptitudes of the different indi-
viduals, The question arises: Do groups of pupils have individual
differences as groups, that are attributed to factors of size, race,
location, ete.?

The writer of this report has endeavored to ascertain what effect
certain influences have upon the pupils of an entire school as reflected
by their vocational choices. In other words, this chapter of this report
is intended to show whether or not the size of the school or the race|
served by the school has any effect upon the ambitions of its pupils ;
and whether or mot proximity of colleges and industries have any
efect upon the plans of graduating seniors.

Individual tables used in the original report are omitted here.
Only a summary of data and conclusions is given.

Conclusions as to Factors Influencing Vocational Choices of
High School Seniors.

A study of the foregoing tables offers the following observations:

Race—The vocations ranking highest in choice by colored high
school seniors are as follows ;

Percent Choosing Indicated

Vocation Vocation
NUTRINEE Cead s insnaleon el e 12.0
diegohing & s i sl o sa it e 10.8
Hegutyseilture etc. it i T sy {0
eSS MAICIN G 6t o e e 7.5
Oivilvservice s s daniias e ol 6.6
SUeHOBYa Dy iate e i i o i 6.2

Five of the gix leading vocations, so far as choices are concerned,

are chogen mainly by girls. The vocations under ‘‘Civil Service’’

13
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were chosen wholly by boys. Nursing was chosen by girls only,
Teaching was chosen by 6 hoys and 20 girls, beauty culture was chosen
by 1 boy (barber) and 18 girls; dressmaking was chosen by 4 hoys
(tailors) and 14 girls, and stenographic and secretarial work w”as
chosen by 3 boys and 12 girls. As was shown by Table V, the range
of professions chosen by boys in the colored schools was wider and
more varied than the range chosen by girls. A comparison of Tables
I and V reveals variations in vocational choices by the different races

- This conclusion will be discussed later.

Size of School—Based on the data assembled from a study of 3
white high schools, equally divided as to small and large ones, it is
logical to conclude that there are little differences in the ambitions
of seniors in small high schools from those in large high schools. The
major differences occur in the percent choosing farming, homemak-
ing, beauty culture, and music. Apparently the vocations of farm-
ing, homemaking, and beauty culture appear more attractive to
seniors in small high schools than to seniors in large high schools
(however, it should be noted that the large high schools are located
in urban centers mainly and the small schools are located in rural
areas mainly.) while the opposite is true as to musie.

Proximity of College or University Facilities—Although only
12 high schools were studied for differences in vocational choices of
seniors as affected by nearness of college or university facilities, there
appears to be a very wide difference in vocations chosen by those near
colleges or universities and those far from colleges or universities.
The significant difference is found in the perecent who plan to enter
college next year—more than twice as great in those schools near such
facilities.

Proximity of Industries—Based on data assembled from t'he
study of 8 high schools—4 near industries and 4 far from industries
—it appears that proximity of public industries has an influence ol
vocational choices of seniors. There is a wider range of vocations
chosen by those near industries.

Tt is also obvious that a greater percent of this group chose Vool
tions which they may enter in places having public industries—
stenography, accounting, bookkeeping and other industries.

Miscellaneous—Not to be overlooked are these factors which
may have an influence on the findings of this study:

The wealth of the communities in which the schools are found.
The faculties of the different schools.

The courses of study in the different schools.

The parents of the seniors.
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Anyone of these factors might influence the choices of seniors:
2 hoy may want to become a doctor because his father is a doctor,
pecause his parents are wealthy, because a teacher has influenced his
opinion 0T because he has found certain high school science courses
very interesting. Seniors may be influenced similarly toward other
yocations.

Many other factors may enter into the question of vocational
choices—factors that are intangible and which cannot be accurately
measured.

The fact that the same schools are sometimes used in more than
one eroup is also a factor that contributes to the shortecomings of the
study.

Table 1V, which follows, summarizes the vocational choices of the
seniors in the various groups of schools. Table V shows how the voca-
fions rank in choice by the various groups.

TABLE 1V

A Summary of Vocational Choices of Seniors in the Several Groups Studied
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TABLE IV—Continued
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Chapter Five

WHAT FACTORS INFLUENCE THE WHEREABOUTS OF
LAST YEAR’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES?

In an effort to determine whether or not the location of a high
school has any influence on what its students do after graduation, |

writer has investigated the whereabouts of last year’s graduates from | gﬁ
six high schools located far from colleges or universities, six high gﬁ
schools located near colleges or university, four high schools located

near industries, and four high schools located far from industries. gg
Individual tables have been omitted. Omnly the table summarizing 0t
data is given here. ﬁ;

A Summary of the Whereabouts of Last Year’s Graduates from
the Different Groups of Schools

Based on the findings as to the whereabouts of last year’s grad-
uates from the various groups, the following conclusions may be
drawn :

1. 53.2% of the graduates from the six schools near colleges or uni-
versities entered those colleges or universities (including schools
for nurses and commercial schools), this year, while only 33.3% of
those far from such schools. entered them this year—-appl‘OXimatelY
60% more.

2. 36.4% of last year's graduates from schools located near industries
are this year in stores or offices—approximately four times as great
as the percent from any other group.

3. More of the graduates from schools far from colleges are Ol the
farm than from any other group.

4, A very great per cent of last year’s graduates from schools far from
colleges and industries are at home.

From these figures, which are summarized in the following table,
it is very obvious that the location of the school has a very important
influence on the future activities of high school graduates.
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TABLE VI

Summary as to Last Year’s Graduates from the Several Groups Studied
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Chapter Six
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

At the outset of this report certain conditions which create a
cause for curriculum revision were discussed. Among these were
the facts that:

There is an enlarging enrollment in the field of secondary
education.

Today’s employers demand trained employees.

Many of our high school pupils do not aim to enter the ‘‘white-
collar’’ professions and, consequently, should be given a chance of
practical training while in school.

The writer offers the following additional observations. In all
probability one of the major reasons why so many of our ‘‘white
collar’’ people are unemployed is the fact that while in school the
course of study and instructions held the ‘“white-collar’’ professions in
the spotlight of desirability, without reference to the ability and apti-
tude of those being instructed and, consequently, led many of them to
endeavor to follow those professions.

There seems to be two major wrongs in the traditional high sehool
course of study. The first of these is that it is largely college prepa-
ratory—‘preparatory for the professions’’, a tradition inherited from
our private school ideas. In the second place it has failed to praise
the worth of these vocations that are mot necessarily ¢‘white-collar”
professions. The high schools have failed to instill into the youth the
attitude which would make them respect more, a good carpenter or
good plumber than a poor doctor or a poor lawyer.

Although ‘‘the grass always looks greener in the other man’s
field”’ and most of us like to find out about things that are different,
high school seniors in Kentucky know rather well what vocations
they want to follow in life.

Based on the choices given hy the seniors responding to the ques
tionnaire, the following vocations were chosen in rank by the gils:
(1) secretarial, stenographic and accounting work; (2) teaching;
(3) nursing; (4) homemaking; (5) beauty culture; (6) music.

Chosen in rank by the boys were: (1) agricultural work; (2)
engineering; (3) aviation; (4) bookkeeping and accounting; (5)
electricity ; (6) teaching; (7) auto mechanics.
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A study of the whereabouts of last year’s graduates from high
schools, indicates that the location of the school has an influence upon
the future work of high school pupils.

It is safe to assume that many of our high school boys and girls
leave school because the course of study does not meet their demands.
This study has shown, in the opinion of the writer, that the course of
of study should be varied according to the location of the school.
When the course of study is designed to prepare boys and girls for
active life in those vocations that are available to them and when the
course of study is designed to offer training along lines that high
school ehildren most desire to study, our problem will be lessened.

Our regulations now require children to attend school. Our cur-
riculum should be revised so as to fit the child rather than trying to fit
the child to the curriculum.

In all probability high school pupils themselves could give educa-
tors a great deal of good advice about curriculum revision.

It is a known fact that four of every five of our female population
never engage in any occupation other than home work and that a large
percent of those who have other employment are also responsible for
some home work. In the opinion of the writer, this condition alone
warrants a course in home economics in all high schools.

According to the study made by the Vocational Agriculture
Department of the University of Kentucky, 70 percent of Kentucky’s
gainfully employed people, outside of cities of the first, second and
third classes, are found on the farms. This condition warrants a
course in vocational agriculture in most of our high schools.

' The fundamental factor underlying curriculum revision is the
Size of the school.—It is impossible to expand the course of study in a
small school so as to approximate a desirable curriculum. We must
have larger schools so that the cost will not be prohibitive. In order
t have larger schools, we must have roads for transportation, money
for finance, and public sentiment.

Finally, it is evident that our high schools are not meeting the
demands of the pupils enrolled in them. The need for curriculum
revision is evident. It is the hope of the writer that this study has
madg? it clear that local influences should be a determining factor in
turriculum revision.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1. Two Sound Motion Pictures for Free Use

The Fisher Body Division of General Motors Corporation, Detroit,
Michigan, makes and distributes two sound motion pictures designed
to appeal to students in particular. One is a baseball film, the other
a history of transportation. The bhaseball film illustrates the fine
points of the national pastime with a cast of nationally known figures,
such as Babe Ruth, Carl Hubbell, Dizzy Dean, and others. The film
portraying the history of transportation in narrative, conversation
and action, covers its growth from the possible devices used in dis-
covering the wheel, ‘‘the bicycle for two’’, and so on to the Diesel-
powered, streamlined trains, and the beginning of airplane service to
China.

These pictures are distributed free to schools, clubs, and organ-
izations expressing a desire to exhibit the pictures. Communications
from those interested should be addressed to I. F. Jennings, Adver-
tising Department, General Motors Corporation, Detroit Michigan.

2. New Educational Radio Programs

““Wings For The Martins’’ is the title of a new Blue Network
series of radio programs succeeding the ‘‘Education In The News”
series. The series began November 16th and will be aired 9:30 fo
10:00 P. M., Eastern Standard Time, every Wednesday night. The
problems of report cards, homework, preparation for college, and many
other daily school problems, will be the subjects of the broadeasts in
this series.

““ Americans All—Immigrants All’’ is the title of another 26-week
radio program recently announced by the U. S. Office of Education.
The series began November 13th and is aired at two o’clock, Eastern
Standard Time.

Both of the above programs are on major networks.

3. From $115 to $30

The Advisory Committee on Bducation, Washington, D. U, _hf‘;
published a 31-page pamphlet analyzing public education in th.e Unite
States and outlining suggested improvements. The Committee has

22

tic
i

Ve

(f




Detroit,
designed
he other
the fine
L figures,
The film
rersation
| in dis-
3 Diesel-
arviee to

1 organ-
1ications
, Adver-
igan.

Network
- News”
9:30 to
1t.  The
1d many
leasts in

96-week
uecation.
Eastern

C., has
» United
tee has

flustrated the educational inequalities that exist by showing on the
one hand that there are three states which spend more than $115 an-
nually for each public sehool pupil, and on the other hand, that there
are three states which spend less than $30 annually per pupil.

The pamphlet is entitled ‘‘The Federal Government and Educa-
fion””, and may be obtained from The Advisory Committee on Educa-
tion, North Interior Building, Washington, 1D (@,

4, Unprofessional Activities

Maurice F. Seay, Director of the Bureau of School Service, Uni-
versity of Kentucky, has published recently the results of a study of

“Unprofessional Activities of Teachers in Appointments and in School

Board Elections’’.

Here are. the procedures by which Mr. Seay collected his data.
A questionnaire was submitted in the spring of 1933 to students in
three colleges, (a junior college, a liberal arts college, and a state
teachers college) who had taught during the year of 1932-1933. The
questionnaire was handled in a strietly confidential manner and
asked the following questions:

“Did you, or someone for you, pay to anyone connected with the
school system any money for your position this past school year?
(Answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.)

“Did you, or someone for you, pay to anyone connected with the
school system anything other than money for your position this past
school year? (Answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.)

“In securing your last position, was it a part of the agreement for
you to obtain board and room at a specific place?

“Did you have a relative who is connected in any official way with
the school system in which you taught this past year?”

In 1938 the same questionnaire, with three additional questions,
was sent to the students of the same institutions.

Several hundred students who had taught in county school sys-
fems responded to the questionmaire. The tabulations made in the
study are for teachers in fifty-six county school systems.

The following two tables are copied from Mr. Seay’s report:
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eachers Who Bargained for Their Positions or Had Some

Relative Officially Connected with the School
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TABLE 11

percentages of Teachers Grouped According to Training Who Bargained for
Their Positions or Had Some Relative Officially Connected with the School
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NG 3= v cai e i 3.6 5 2.2 39.4 45.7
LR R I i Ev s 9 6 .6 8.9 11.0
Group TIIT
(64 or more Sem. Hrs.)
1922:3 Qe ivstie sty 14 0 3.2 19.2 23.8
L0 e g QiR dan Mie e o 1] 0 1.2 Ol 10.2
1933 -8 e e st B s 3.1 1653 1.b afial 23:2
98RO et e e 0 0 11} 110 7 12.0

More than fifty percent of those responding to the questionnaire
indicated that they believed that bargaining for positions is decreasing
hut that political activities are becoming more common.

: The entire report is interesting and informative. It is published
i Volume XT, No. 1, Bulletin of the Bureau of School Service, Uni-
versity of Kentucky.

5. 53,067 Kentucky School Children Served by Radios in Their
Schools

: Aceording to a report from Elmer G. Sulzer, Director, Radio
§t11dios, University of Kentucky, 161 Kentucky Public Schools, serv-
1“%'_53,067 children, have radios. Fifty of these are in high schools,
86 in elementary schools, and 25 are in schools with elementary and

high sehool grades combined. This report was made as of Septem-
ber 15, 1938,
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Ll 1 Reports coming to the State Department of Education at a some
o B what later date indicate that there are approximately 250 Kentucky
By schools having radios. Several other schools are anticipating the pu.
chase of radios.

AL ! 6. Programs of State Education Associations
e Arthur H. Rice, Director of Publications and Public Information,
e b, Michigan Education Association, Lansing, Michigan, recently madeg

study of the programs of the various state education associations,
‘, Forty-three state associations cooperated in furnishing Mr. Rie
| answers to the following six questions :

Gl “l. What are your state’s major problems in the financing of operating
' ' costs?

, "" r B 2. What percent of your public school revenues comes from state

e funds ?

yie {liEL i - AR 3. What is the legislative program of your state education associa
LR | e tion for the coming year for the adequate financing of public

S schools?

R B 4. Are you proposing any state constitutional amendments affecting

S the financing of education?
iy 0 - b 5. What is the situation in your state with regard to the school build:
ik ‘ ing program?
H A | 6. What is the attitude of your association toward Federal aid for
2l schools ?”

T Mr. Rice comments that inequalities in the abilities of local dis:
' g tricts to finance education, the decrease in revenues from property fas
i and earmarked funds, insufficient state aid, together with the generl

b4 Hl . e expansion of other governmental agencies and the expanding needs

, il of schools, are among the major problems of public school finanemng.
il Answers to question number 2 showed a wide range in the p0-
R portion of school expenses paid by the state. The range was fron

MR 2.29% in Towa to 89% in North Carolina. The state government pays
[l approximately 3314% percent of Kentucky’s school expenses.

* Prevalent objectives of state education associations are:
B 1. Opposing movements to limit taxation for school purposes
a1 2. Protect present revenues from further encroachments
Lt ] 3. Seeking new sources of revenues for schools

£ 4. Increasing state aid and local supplementation.

Many states emphasized the importance and extent of WPA and

g 'i o PWA funds for school buildings and the improvements in the school
iRl building program aceruing therefrom.

K51k e Forty of the forty-three associations cooperating in the study

i i favored Federal aid—without Federal control.
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7. “General Education Board’’ Funds Nearing Exhaustion
The General Education Board was established in 1902 by John

Davidson Rockefeller. The total appropriation of that Board up to
December 31, 1937, was :

RiromEaprincipal-sassinst o a at i e i $139,337,348.55
HrOMESNCOIMEE =5 tuamasiamid - Slene i s o b i e 115,997,322.02
Nl e i s e e $255,334,670.57

The unappropriated assets of the Board at that time was $28,192,-
611.85. The more than $250,000,000.00 has been spent for various
programs, among which are : medical education, higher education, and
negro education. Muech of the present balance is earmarked for
present programs, and the life of The General Education Board is
running to its elose. The benefits of its contributions to Kentucky’s
school improvement are evident throughout the Commonwealth and
will be missed sorely.

8. Clipped

There are indications that, as a whole, the situation in regard to
the election of members of boards of education is improving and will
continue to improve. In several instances this year there were no
“fichts’’, ;

To have a decrease in opposition candidates (candidates opposed
to the sehool programs) is quite contrary to the expectations of many
who argued that the present program of small-school elimination and
consolidation would be destructive to those favoring it. Iowever,
Quring the past three years, we have succeeded in the consolidation of
approximately seventy small high schools and approximately six hun-
dred one-teacher elementary schools, and in only a few instances has
this program of school-improvement been severely attacked. A few
cases have arisen with candidates openly stating their favorance for
the outmoded type of school program of yesteryear. However, the
underlying cause for opposition to the modern school program is
tather generally traceable to a lack of true understanding of what the
lew-type educational program is striving for and the new methods
used. Naturally, people do not whole-heartedly approve something
about which they know nothing. Most laymen think of school life
ad practices in terms of their own school experiences. Opposition
1 our school program will vary inversely with the amount of
knowledge our voters have of our program.

'

J Conjugate German Verbs or Listen to Radio Reports?

During the recent European crisis, John W. Studebaker, U. S.

immissioner of Education, Washington, D. C., issued a statement
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urging the use of radios in schools to bring news of the world erisis
into the elassroom. His statement in part is as follows:

““It is worth any trouble it takes to rearrange and organize the
high school or college schedule these days to enable the students to
hear first hand the most important pronouncements being made by
history-making leaders. The student who missed hearing Chamber-
lain or Hitler because he was forced by an inflexible school program
to conjugate German verbs, or to report on the Elizabethan period of
English history, was deprived of some real education’’ said Commis-
sioner Studebaker at the Office of Education, Department of the
Interior. ‘‘He missed the significant experience as a close observer
of a performance which future historians may never quite be able to
tell accurately.

““Certainly if radio broadcasters can interrupt profit-making
schedules to substitute numerous non-commercial news releases por-
traying up-to-the-minute changes in world history’’, said the Com-
missioner of Kducation, ‘‘and if newspaper representatives can
stand by in the four corners of the earth during every hour of the
day and night to supply accounts of personal observations of swift-
moving world events, those of us in organized education who have
not already done so should be able to adapt our traditional sehed-
ules to the most vital influences available for educational uses.”

10. Telling Your Fortune

According to statistics, here is what will happen to an average
class of one hundred high school freshmen now sixteen years old—
00 boys and 50 girls.

1. 76 will be alive in 1972. They will then be fifty years old.

2. The last one will have died probably by the year 2022—one hum
dred years after birth.

3. Six will be killed by accidents:

a. 2 will die of falls or house accidents;

b. 2 will die of automobile accidents;

c. 1 will die of an industrial accident;

d. 1 will die of drowning or some public accident.

4. 21 will suffer partial or total disabilities.
5. 73 will die of natural causes.

(The -above quoted statistics are taken from the September 24th
issue of Scholastic.) /

Judging from a study of what has become of high school fresh-
men in Kentueky in the past, here is what will happen educationally
to 100 typical high school freshmen in Kentucky’s high schools:

1. 100 pupils enter high school as freshmen.
2. Approximately 35 will graduate from high school.
3. Approximately 10 will enter college.
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Then, according to statistics on what happens to college entrants,
from 4 to 6 will graduate from college.

11, From The American Observer
The December Tth issue of the American Observer, discusses
American Education Week and lists the following seven purposes

of education :

Mental and physical health.

Correct habits.

Wide interests.

Discovering and understanding oneself.
Guidance.

Good reading hahits.

Good citizenship.

e SRS

19, From the Educational Policies Commission
In its report, the HEducational Policies Commission lists four
major objectives of education in a democracy. They are as follows:

1. Self-realization.
Human relationship—ability to get along with others.

2.

3. Economic efficiency.

4, Civic responsibility.

The report is entitled ‘‘The Purposes of Education in American
Democracy’’, and can be obtained from the Commission at Washing-

ton, D. C.

13. Iliteracy Reduced Twenty-Five Per Cent

According to an item in the Kducational Press Association of
America’s ¢“ Express News Letter’’ of November 15th, there has been
areduction of twenty-five per cent in American illiteracy by the edu-
cation program of the WPA during the last five years. Previous to
that period, approximately four million were illiterate, according to
this item. During that period the WPA classes have taught more
than one million of these to read and write. This year’s classes are
enrolling another 250,000. The WPA is preparing a new set of read-
elc‘ls for adults. These new readers will deal with things of interest to
adults,

14 Future Farmers Are Successful in Annual Fat Cattle Show

The Grand Champion Calf of the show was owned and exhibited
by Nelson E. White, a part-time student in vocational agriculture in
the Clark County High School, Winchester, Kentucky. The grand
Fhﬂmpion calf weighed 710 pounds and was sold to the Fischer Pack-
g Company, Louisville, Ky., for one dollar per pound.
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This is the second consecutive year that the grand champion cglf
has been shown by a boy from Clark County High School. Lagt
year the grand champion was exhibited by Jack ‘White, brother of
Nelson White:

The second prize steer from carloads in the FFA exhibit was
owned by Andrew Fritsch of Bourbon County High School, Millers-
burg, Kentucky.

The third prize calf was owned by John R. Bottorff, American
Farmer of Liberty High School in Oldham County,

The winning calf from schools exhibiting less than a carload was
owned by Samuel Howard, Calhoun High School, McLean County.

In the carload lots, Clark County High School was first, Oldham
County second, Daviess County third, and Bourbon County fourth.
Daviess County High School showed more calves than any other high
school. Forty-five boys exhibited 101 ealves. In addition to winning
third place in rings for best carloads, they also had the bth, Tth, 8th,
9th, and 10th prize carloads.

The calves shown this year were of superior quality, and there
was evidence of notable progress in rate and economy of gain.

The first award for the best record hook went to Norman Dick,
Jr., of the Liberty High School, Oldham County. Other winners in
the record book contest were Kenneth Hiler, Athens High School;
William Kendall, Daviess County High; Ed Ballard, Clark County
High; Frank Lebold, Daviess County High; Lindsey Horn, Jr,
Daviess County High ; Billy Cash, Bourbon County High ; and Lucian
Keller, Daviess County High.

In addition to the other prizes received, Nelson White, Andrew
Fritseh, and John R. Bottorff, for exhibiting the three hest calves from
a carload shown by their schools, will receive a free trip to the Inter-
national Livestock Exhibition in Chicago. Also, the boy having ﬂ.le
champion calf in the Future Farmer Division will receive a free trip
to the National Convention of Future Farmers of America and the
American Royal Livestock Show in Kansas City next October.

15. To Be Commended

The Future Farmers of America organizations throughout Ken-
tucky are to be commended for their other-than-class work. Th'ese
organizations form nine committees, namely, Supervised Pl"dtjtlceﬁ
Cooperation, Community Service, Leadership, Earnings and Savings,
Conduet of Meetings, Scholarship, Recreation, and Information. Each
of these Committees adopt definite goals and do a great deal to pro-
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- In many places, too, are vocational agriculture teachers who are
rendering a valuable service to the farmers of their communities, as
well as teaching agriculture to their pupils.

16, Schools Cost More

The May, 1938, issue of the Research Bulletin of the National
Tducation Association deals with ‘‘Why Schools Cost More’’. Annual
school costs in the United States are tabulated from 1870 to 1936, both
vears included. Data by intervals show the gradual increase in school

costs.
School Expenditures
Year Per Capita of Per Pupil
Population Enrolled
TR S e e e $ 1.64 $ 9.23
T s A R o 237 11,12
M) T e e e 4.62 23.92
(S 0Re et chiny e 18.82 90.22
WL e S b e s 13.58 65.07
I0RNR s e e 15.33 74.67

School costs reached the highest peak in 1930 with decreasing costs
until 1934, 1935 witnessed an increased cost. A decrease in the pur-
chasing power of a dollar, an increased attendance at school, and
inereased school services, are the major factors listed in the report as
responsible for the inereased school costs.

The average weekly salary of unskilled laborers was slightly less
than that of teachers from 1900 to 1920, except during the years of
about 1917-1919, when the unskilled laborer was paid a weekly wage
slightly higher than that paid a teacher. Since 1920, the average
weekly wages paid teachers has almost doubled the average weekly
Wages paid unskilled laborers.

17. Council on Use of Radio in Education

Representatives of radio stations and educational institutions of
Kentucky met Saturday, November 12th, in Louisville, Kentucky,
ﬂll'd formed a Committee on Radio in Education. Elmer G. Sulzer,
Director, Radio Studios, University of Kentucky, was named Chair-
man, and Morton Grodzins, University of Louisville, Secretary. The
purpose of the Committee is to help those engaged in radiocasting
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and to advise radio stations of the® worth of educational programs
offered them. Another meeting was set tentatively for January,
Possible preparation of a booklet was discussed.

18. National Council on Schoolhoﬁse Construction

The National Council on Schoolhouse Construction held ifs
annual meeting at Frankfort, Kentucky, on November 14-17. Repre-
sentatives were present at this meeting from 27 different states. The
chief topics discussed at this meeting were schoolhouse lighting, hoth

-artificial and natural; standards governing the selection of school

sites; new materials used in the construction of school buildings;
planning the school auditorium; and the type of survey that should
precede every program of schoolhouse construction.

At the close of the meeting, New York was chosen as the conven- .

tion ecity for 1939, and the following officers were selected :

President, Dr. Arthur B. Moehlman, Editor of The Nation’s Schools,
Chicago, Illinois.

Vice-President, John W. Brooker, State Director of School Buildings
and Grounds, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Secretary-Treasurer, Ray L. Hamon, Professor of School Adminisira-
tion, George Peabody College for Teachers, Nasghville, Tennessee
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