LEFT OF CENTER

Free pizza

Seven little days in a
long life may not
seem like a lot to
you, but you can
make life altering
decisions in that
little time span. You
could decide to sell
your car and join the
Peace Corps, ask out
that cutie (the word
cutie has just been
permanently banned
from LOC for being
one of those words
that just sounds
stupid. ) in your
English class, or
decide it would be
really cool to
defecate outside the
SGA office because
you are upset over
the punishment: not
enough or too much
(not recommended).

Along with your life
changing decisions,
here are some other
things that may be
happening this week

Tonight at 9, the
basketball lottery is
taking place at
Memorial Coliseum.
UKAA is having free
pizza, and music to
show thanks to the
UK students. This is
great and | say
thanks to them for
doing this, but how
about you save the
money for the pizza
and music and use it
to persuade some old
people to trade their
season tickets in for
students and we will
let them have our
seats. The only
reason | envy Duke
fans is the seating
they have.

The Tennessee lady
basketball players
will gloat to the male
Tennessee players
because they barely
squeezed by us here
in Memorial
Coliseum, while the
men got beat by UK
And by “squeezed
by" | mean by 70
something points
Call off the dogs
after a 50-point lead
next time please

The Super Bowl,
otherwise known as
the Duper Bow this
year, will take place
this weekend.
Amongst other things
you will see when
watching the game (1
predict 9-3 Giants)
you will also see over
priced glitzy
advertising, lip
syncing pop stars,
over indulgences of
alcohol, and a team
win the Super Bowl
When does the XFL
start again?

Will more people watch
the Super Bowl or
Survivor” right
after? | doubt if that

is a hard one to
figure out for most

We face Georgia on
Tuesday at 9. Hope
everyone catches the
bus to the game this
time. Marvin, where
were you at Ole
Miss? We missed you.

-Ron Norton
Rail_editor@hotmail.com
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Coalition offers their suggestion

Their say: Group will endorse candidate for UK presidency

By Tracy Kershaw

NEWS EDITOR

Poor relations between UK students
and administrators have prompted some
students to publicly endorse one of the can
didates for the UK presidency

Concerned Students of the University of
Kentucky, a coalition of mostly progressive
groups, will announce its choice at noon to-
day in the free speech area

In any major decision being made, stu
dents are not asked what our opinions are
xd, a biology junior

Todd said the group had not yet chosen

which candidate to endorse, but it would be

a person who is aware of diversity issues
and social justice issues.

Also, they are looking for someone who
will pay attention to areas of the University
that do not get as much funding, such as
the arts.

Throughout the search, the committee
hosted forums for students, asking their
opinions on what values the president
should have. Last week, students met with
the three candidates: Lee Todd, a former UK
engineering professor who founded a suc
cessful Lexington technology company, Gre
gory Geoffroy, provost at the University of
Maryland, and Jon Whitmore, provost at
the University of lowa

Susan Roth, a biotechnology junior, rec
ognizes the committees’ efforts, but also re
alizes that might not be enough.

“It is not so much that we haven’t been
a voice, it is that we also have the added ne
cessity that students are overlooked by
more powerful people,” she said

Roth said the group has specific criti
cisms of the current administration and
they want to ensure those do not carry over

This is an extra step we can fake t
protect ourselves,” Roth said

Students and future students must live
with this decision, she said, so it is impera
tive their voice is heard

“It is important that we express an
terest in the future of the University
sai

d
While the coalition is now mostly pre

Tod
f the tire

Todd understands.
that they n

» groups

We are wantir
to see that this is
this University saying we
will lead this school into T
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_SCHOLARSHIPS

By Kelly S"!o!

STAFF WRITE!

I scream, you scream, we all scream
for Graeter”:

But Cathy Weaver screams a little
louder than most. The agriculture se-
nior has received more than $2,000 from
the ice cream shop since the three and

alf years she has worked there.
ver is one of the many student
employees who receive money for
school from Graeter's. Twice a year,
Graet awards student employees,
with scholarship money.

There are two scholarship periods
per year, one in the fall and one in the
spring. The fall eligibility requires an
employee to have worked a minimum of
16 hours per week during the summer
and 8 hours per week in the fall for the
up coming spring scholarship.

Both awards also require an em-
ployee to be in good standing with the
company, said Tim Arb, manager at the
Palomar Centre.

Weaver said it’s a good program be-
cause you don't just receive tips, the
money has to be put toward education
and that is a nice incentive to continue
working for the company.

specially when the incentive help
for college.

“It helped pay for two full semesters
of school when you add it up,” Weaver
said

“I would have had to sit out a cou-
ple of semesters if I didn’t have it. It def-
initely made college possible for me. *

it up.”

Graeter's serves up ¢

Rocky road: Ice cream shops help student employees
finance their college educations with scholarships

Graeter’s ice cream stores place a
“tip jar” by the registers with a sign
saying proceeds go toward a scholar-
ship fund.

Each store matches the amount
earned and then distributes the money
among all it's student workers that
qualify. High school employees are also
eligible.

The check is made out to the recipi
ent’s educational institute and can be
used for tuition, books, room and board,
personal computers or any other
academic need.

The awards Weaver has received
have ranged from $700-790 for the fall
scholarship, and $350-450 for the spring
scholarship program.

Along with promoting education
among college students, Graeter’s also
promotes education for grade school
students, said Jim Davis, director of op-
erations.

The store also has an “A is for Ex-
cellence” program where kids with an
A on his or her report card receive a
free ice cream cone.

Yummy

Graeter’s locations
* 325 1/5 Romany Road
268-8785
* 3735 Harrodsburg Road
296-9636

old cash

7 [

The scoop

COLIN ANDERSON | KERNEL STAFF

Stacy Bargo, an accounting sophomore, serves up ice cream at Graeter's. Graeter's offers
scholarships to who work there.

It helped pay for two full semesters of school when you add

- CATHY WEAVER, AGRICULTURE SENIOR

THE SAGA OF SGA

UK students question Lee Todd during forum

By Ben Adkins

Students whelmingly re
sponsive to Le s final presiden
tial candidate to be interviewed, at Friday
afternoon’s forum.

A wide array of questions were asked
of Todd, a Hopkins County native, during
the hour-long meeting

Increased interaction between the
president and the students, as well as UK
branching out across the nation to make it
a Top 20 public research university, domi
nated the discussion

One student asked Todd how UK
would be represented in other parts of the
nation in order to catapult it to Top 20 sta
tus.

We've got to get people around the
country to know that we're on the move,
that we're a player to the point that we get
a national conversation going, and not

about basketball,” Todd responded.

Todd was also asked what the biggest
challenges were in making UK a well
known university and how he would com
bat these challenges.

“We've got to market, we've got to get
those people in here

Todd also noted that one can count the
technology companies in Lexington on two
hands, and said he had discussed a plan
with the governor to issue Kentucky Derby
tickets to CEOs of large companies such as
Intel in an attempt to draw attention to the
state and University

A member of SGA asked Todd if he
would consider helping to change the dry
campus alcohol policy at UK

I'd be willing to sit down and talk
with you and I think that's the right way to
do these things,” he said.

He also cited a recent incident at MIT
in which the school paid $6 million to the
family of a student who died as a result of

binge drinking as an example of why alco
hol policies are such a big concern.

Others were concerned about support
and funding for programs such as the arts.

“You don't have a great university by
having a lop-sided university,” Todd said

After the forum some students were
still concerned about his dedication to arts
programs.

Amy Shelton, a Spanish and linguis-
tics senior, is one such student

“I think he has lots of excellent ideas
and goals in terms of the state,” she said
“But everything he said was about comput
ers and business, and being a liberal arts
major, I can't relate with him

Katusha de Villiers, an English histo
ry sophomore, agrees.

thought he placed way too much em

phasis on technology,” she said. “And al
though he did answer the questions, he
didn’t really touch on liberal arts a
great deal.”

he Student Newspaper at the Univer:

Todd answered questions from students at Wor-
sham Theater during his visit to UK on Friday.
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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS

The Low-down

People
say,
‘Why?
Why
did you
g0
there?’
AndlI
say, ‘Be-
cause

Robin Wright
Penn, 34,
telling People
Magazine why
she dyed her
blonde hair
brown and
blacked out
part of a front
tooth for her
role in The
Pledge, direct-
ed by her hus-
band, Sean

Penn.

Clinton ends tenure with pardons
WASHINGTON — President Clinton ended
his tenure Saturday by pardoning 140 Ameri
cans, erasing the criminal records of his brother
Roger, Whitewater business partner Susan Mc
and 1970s kidnapped heiress Patricia
t in a mix of personal and historical acts of
clemency. The orders Clinton signed two hours
before leaving office also spared one man from
execution and cleared the cloud of scandal from
two former Cabinet confidants — ex-CIA director
John Deutch and ex-housing chief Henry Cis
neros. Fife Symington also received a pardon
that effectively ends prosecutors efforts to re
store criminal charges against him.

Protestors appear at inauguration
WASHINGTON In the largest inaugural
demonstrations since Richard Nixon, thousands
of protesters on Saturday hurled insults, bottles
and an egg to mock George W. Bush's election
The tensions forced the new president’s motor
cade to lurch along the parade route. Protesters
clashed briefly with police clad in riot gear at a
few flash points while Bush remained inside his
armored stretch car for most of the parade. “"Hail
to the Thief,” read one sign along the par
route questioning the legitimacy of Bush's e
tion win in Florida. Other protesters sported but
tons declar illegitimate Son of a Bush
had many disparate causes.
hey were motivated by the Florida
election controversy

Unemployment rates up in California
SAN FRANCISCO Six months ago, Cali
fornia’s fortunes glittered like nuggets in a Sier
ra stream. Dot-commers were mining Silicon
Valley, IPOs were good as gold and the state was
sit n a fat surplus. These days, an energy
crisis has lawmakers by the throats, high-tech
has lowered its expectations and millions in dot
wrong stock options woulc rve better as fu
dispel the chill of rolling blackouts. Seein
egant Golden Gate Brid o partially dark may
ike a somber note, but no one’s writing eulo-
gies for the California economy sixth-largest
just yet. Unemployment rates are
rcent in Silicon Valley, and job growth
sed slightly in the last three months of
2000, said Stephen Levy, director of the Center
for the Continuing Study of the California

Economy

President trying to repair country
MANILA, Philippines The Philip
yresident sought to repair the coun:
p divisions after her predecessor, Joseph
rada, was swept from office Saturday as thou
1ds of protesters marched on his palace. Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo will likely face a short honey

L

READY OR NOT:
With only a
greatest-hits
album on his
musical hori-
zon, Ice Cube is
focusing on his
film career. In
addition to his
starring role
opposite
Natasha
Henstridge in
John
Carpenter's
Ghosts of Mars,
which is set to
come out this
summer, Cube
is in negotia-
tions to pro-
duce All About
the Benjamins,
according to his
publicist.

.
UNLUCKY:
Britney Spears
was booed dur-
ing her set at
Rock in Rio in
Brazil last
Thursday night.
During the song
‘Lucky’, an
American flag
was shown on
the giant
screens on the
stage, and the
record audience
of 210,000
began to boo
and chant “Bra-
zil, Bra-zil".

moon period following the sudden transfer of
power, which mirrored the 1986 uprising that
ousted the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Maca
pagal-Arroyo, daughter of a former president,
takes over the rest of Estrada’s term, due to last
until elections in May 2004. Demonstrators broke
into wild cheers and flag- ing when officials
emerged and announced that Estrada had quit.
The Supreme Court ruled that he was out of of-
fice.

Israeli peace talks continue

JERUSALEM Israel’s Prime Minister
Ehud Barak on Saturday accepted Palestinian
proposals for marathon peace negotiations in
Egypt — a dramatic eleventh-hour effort with Is-
rael’s elections less than three weeks away and
the hawkish opposition far ahead in the polls
Meeting late Saturday, Barak’s “Peace Cabinet”
agreed to attend up to 10 days of intensive talks
that are due to start late Sunday at the Red Sea
resort of Taba, government officials said. Pales
tinians welcomed the Israeli decision, saying
they were determined to explore all the possibili
ties for reaching an agreement

Better attorneys for inmates

NEW YORK — Undocumented asylum seek
ers — some fleeing clan violence in Somalia, rape
in Kosovo, or forced sterilization in China — are
sent to urban detention centers and rural county
jails when they arrive in America. Held without
bail, they are virtually without rights under U.S
aw because they don’t have valid passports or
visas. Beginning this month, the INS will phase
in new standards giving inmates bettes 2ss to
attorneys and 1 materials, but the rules don't
guarantee legal representation or other rights
Americans take for granted.

Super Bowl buddies

TAMPA, Fla Wellington Mara and Art
Modell are the perfect Super Bowl odd couple.
One is all about football, the other likes a little of
everything. The owners of the New York Giants
and Baltimore Ravens have a combined 115 sea
sons in the NFL and are close friends who have
known each other since the early 1960s. The 75
year-old Modell always has a one-liner to lighten
the tension or deflect a question he doesn’t want
to answer. Mara, 84, speaks softly but the humor
is there, just more unexpected and often more
sarcastic. “"Wellington Mara and Art Modell al
ready rank among the legendary owners in
sports,” NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue said.
"Their personal friendship reflects the unique
structure that has been the foundation of the
NFL's success. They are tremendous competitors
on the field but work closely together off the field
for the overall good of the league.”

Compiled from wire reports.

KuDoS

Kernel wins honors
at KPA convention

Working hard: Staff writers and
photographers win top awards from KPA

STAFF REPORT

The Kentucky Kernel
won second place in General
O} lence among associate
newspapers at the Kentucky
Press Association winter
convention Saturday

Several writers, photog
raphers: and designers
placed in individual compe
titions.

The Kernel tallied two
first place, six second place,
six third place and two hon
orable mention awards.

Will Messer, assistant
sports editor, topped the
competition in the Best
Sports Feature category for a

Clinton’s farewell

feature on UK football player
Chad Scott and Ashley York,
assistant news editor, won
first place honors in the Best
General News Story catego
ry for a story on minimum
wage

he College Heights Her
ald, the student newspaper
at Western Kentucky Uni
versity, won first place in
General Excellence among
associate newspapers.

The Kentucky Press As.
sociation serves daily and
weekly newspapers through
out the state.

KPA will celebrate 132
years of service this year

Former President Clinton and Andrews Air Force Base commander
Brigadier General James A. Hawkins, left, salute during the national
anthem during a goodbye rally at Andrews Air Force Based in Md.,

on Saturday.

FORTY-ONE MORE REASONS WHY

WE'LL CHANGE THE WORLD.

We wish to congratulate and welcome the following forty-one University of Kentucky students to our Firm
in the following cities: Atlanta, Cincinnati, Charlotte, Chicago, Florham Park, Indianapolis, Lexington,

Louisville, Los Angeles, Nashville, St. Louis, Tampa, and Tyson’s Corner.

2001 HIRES
Annette Searcy
Bert Gonzales
Bethany Komlos
BJ Wysoske
Brittney Jenkens
Chris Gilbert
Danny Simms
Denise Shelton

Ellen Tennill
Holli Rickman
Jason Strader
Julie Nelson
Kyle Long
Kylie W.
Leann Frank
Lindsey Flowers
Maxx Mattord

aters

Mindie Joynt
Phillip Ott
Rebecca Wimsatt
Rene Mann

2001 INTERNS
Alicia Bingham
Anthony Agin
Brad Spencer

Brian Duba

Cemal Mitchell
Christina Windham
David Wolfrom
Jennifer Beatty
Jennifer Miller

Josh Coombs
Kristen Queen
Kyra Neel

Marty Schnurr
Renae Feistritzer
Rob Willett

Ryan Blaney
Sammy Mahmood
Suzanne Petra
Theresa McDermott
Trinoh Rojas

We look forward to having you on our team. Together, we'll change the world. www.pwcglobal.com

PRICEWATERHOUSE(COPERS

Join us. Together, we can change the world.s%

ricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. PricewaterhouseCoope

sseCoopers 1s proud 10 be an Affirmative ACtio

and Fqual Opportunity Employer

m o1 PricewaterhouseCoopers | L P and other members of the worldwide PricewaterhouseCoopers organization




SPOTLIGHT

Beginnings of WR

Started by students: Former UK students
worked to start student-operated station

By Lamin Swann

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

One is a surgeon and anoth:
er is an assistant newspaper edi
tor, but in the mid-1980s, they
were just two of many UK stu
dents who helped form UK’s stu
dent-operated radio station
WRFL-FM 88.1

An assistant Kentucky edi
tor for the Cincinnati Enquirer
Kathleen Urch was a I\vrnul
columnist in 1985. Urch wrote :
ull\lIlmlAlIll\L. for a student-run

adio station at UK.

“The column said that stu
dents needed more opportuni
ties for hands-on training in
broadcast production,” Urch
said, “and that the Lexington
area needed a wider and more
diverse musical offering on its
airwaves,

Communications Commission
FM-broadcast license.

They also checked out other
college radio stations

“We took trips to Vanderbilt
and talked to programmers at
University of North Carolina
and Georgia and Northwestern
University,” Urch said

Beaty, who was president of
RFL, lobbied for the station and
did the initial fundraising

Urch said she found Beaty
to be a wonderful leader for the

oup, which ranged from 4.0
grade-point average students
sporting mohawks to more tra
ditional members of some of the
fraternities and sororities.

He was really the point
man for the group for a lot of the
fundraising connections with
the local bands and bars and for
many of negotiations with UK

County Government also helped
financially

Once WRFL was heard
across campus and Lexington in
1988, Urch worked as music di:
rector and Beaty as program di
rector until 1990.

Urch said a number of peo-
ple who worked at the station
have gone on to major jobs in
media and in the music indus-
try, using the management and
organizational training they got
at the station as a base.

As a junior, I was offered a
job with CBS-Sony, which I
turned down in order to finish
my degree,” she said.

And the students who gain
experience at WRFL today get
valuable experience and often
land jobs in their fields.

Becki Zani, a 2000 gradu
ate, worked in many positions
at WRFL while she was a stu
dent at UK. She now works as
the news director for 96.9 Kiss
FM and CD 106.3

And it continues to be a
fond memory for its founders.
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Student Alumni Association
is having a meeting on
Wednesday, January 24", 2001

at the King Alumni House.

Valid only at the
Hamburg Pavilion GNC
* Receive ben

34}- 1670

* UK mentoring program, campus event:
s card to local businesses

and more

Call Megan a 323-1098 for more information.

“Students Serving Students; Past, Present, and Future.”
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Let Goll s va sonl voli on Spring Break TANNED & B mnu

UK student Mark Beaty, Urch said
who is now a plastic surgeon in RF]
Atlanta, joined Urch’s effort
Along with other students, Urch
and Beaty formed Radio Free
Lexington and began research its
ing the feasibility of a Federal

port from UK
and the Stu

ars going

NATION

L received
Administration
lent
Association once the group had
Urch said
Lexington-Fayette

strong sup- The WRFL project was one
of the best organizations I have
ever been involved and those
formative years were exciting
and consistently interesting,
Beaty said

Government

The
Urban

Country back to normal
after Bush's inauguration

‘Things will get done': Bush
promises turmoil of election over

ASSOC €55

WASHINGTON Crumpled security
whipped in the wind. The battalions of be

lice officers were gone. There ) line 'wx the
portable toilets, Pennsylv Avenue had re
opened to traffic and a new president was en
sconced in the White House.

Under a dusting of sno
beginning to look normal ag:
corridor between Geo W
and the Capitol — and, by
tire country

After the battles of the ca
the tension of Election Day, the presidential in
auguration is a symbol of continuity in Ameri
can government, a signal to other nations and to
ourselves that we're still strong, still resolute.
still, as Benjamin klin put it, hanging to-
gether rather than hanging separately

It helps to remind people that the institu
tions have endured, and they've endured things a
lot more troubling than anything that happened
in the last few months,” said Andrew Busch, a
University of Denver political scientist

his was no ordinary election, though; it was
the closest in 124 years. And Bush’s debut was no
ordinary inauguration. It was — probably in
evitably — streaked with a sense of the torturous
path that brought him to the White House

And the citizens who watched it from behind
the barricades? Though legions came merely to

> pageantry, others hardly seemed
ly to move on

“As long as he’s in the White House, it's not
over,” proclaimed Joe Konizeski, a Washington
attorney wearing a bandit’s mask and carrying a
sign: “I wanna steal an election, too.

Added his companion, Ann Titus, an adver
tising copywriter: “Our voice was taken away

was n

Sunday, things were
1in in the imposing

Bush’s new home
extension, in the en

paign season and

the oath
George W. Bush
became the
country’s 43rd
president Satur-
day. The inau-
gural ceremony
was plagued
with rain and
spots of snow.
Many say the
ceremony has
returned the
U.S. back to a
sense of normal-
cy after last
November's
tight race.

ASSOCIATED PRESS.

This has to be the time to be heard
thousands of protesters only
eight were arrested, but their attitude annoyed
many onlookers — Bush supporters, mostly, but
also folks who say the battle was fought hard and
resolved peacefuily
How long do we sit and talk about a hanging

chad?” said Daniel Hamel, 23, of Wisconsin
freshly discharged from an overseas assignment
with the Marines

Inaugurations have unfolded under shadows
before. We've sworn in presidents during w
and domestic crises Abraham Lincoln,
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Richard Nixon among
them. We've sworn in others who didn’t win the
popular vote, like Rutherford B. Hayes in 1877

Bush, in his address Saturday, did not refer
to the election impasse that ended with the
Supreme Court effectively naming him presi
dent, though he praised Al Gore for “a contest
conducted with spirit and ended with grace.

In a luncheon afterward, he sought to reas.
sure Americans that the narrow victory and
cleaved Congress would not render his tenure in.
effective.

People say

from us
mong the

Well, gosh, the election was so
nothing will happen, except for finger:
pointing and name-calling and bitterness,” Bush
said. “I'm here to tell the country that things will
get done, that we're going to rise above expe
tions.

Ultimately, the mixed tenor of the Bush inau.
guration depicts America in miniature. For
some, it's a time of celebration; for others, an op-
portunity to speak out. Some demand the redress
of grievances. Others wave flags, shed a tear or
two and dismiss protests as poor form.

It's such a large part of American ceremoni:
al culture that any time you see it, you're re
minded that it’s part of a chain, that this is about
something bigger than the individual who is ac
tually taking office,” said Busch, the political sci
entist. “They’'ll remember that George W. Bush is
the 43rd president now, and someday there’ll be
a 44th

pring break i
less than 70
days away!

OFFER ENDS JAN. 3
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Numbers

39

- The UK women's deficit
at halftime Sunday.
The Cats trailed
Tennessee 59-20.

18

- UK’s second half
output. UK's 38
points ties a season
low for scoring from
a Dec. 22 loss to
Cincinnati

23

UK’s paltry shooting
percentage Sunday.
The Cats made just
15 of 66 shots
compared to UT's 42
of 76 for 55 percent

32-4

- Score in favor of the
Lady Vols with 9:33
remaining in the first
half. UT started the
game with a 17-2 run
in the first five
minutes

“This was

SPORTSD

DOMINATION

UK gets ‘Snow’ed in
No. 2 Tennessee

Disappointing: 110-38 loss to the Lady
Volunteers is worst in school history

By Steve Jones

STATF WRITER

The wintry weather that has plagued UK lately was no
comparison to the Snow inside Memorial Coliseum as the
Tennessee Lady Vols blanketed the Cats 110-38 Sunday

Thanks to the dominating offensive effort of
sophomore center Michelle Snow and a demoralizing 32-4
run to start the game, No. 2 Tennessee was able to
overwhelm UK and hand it the worst loss in schoel history

“I don’t think we executed as good as we should
have,” UK junior forward LaTonya McDole said. “We had
spurts where individual people were playing - we never
got on the same page.

Tennessee controlled the fast tempo of the game and
converted on a series of easy fast break points.

UK coach Bernadette Mattox pointed to the UT’s supe-
rior ball-handling skills for forcing the up and down play.

*Almost everybody that was on that floor could han:
dle the basketball,” Mattox said

Struggling with a lack of experience all season, UK
with its four freshmen starters could only muster 15 field
goals the entire game versus 42 for T e

They're much deeper n we a Mattox mul

t
i

Coming this week ...
CatsExtra breaks
down the Cats
and 'Dores Friday

Cats' streak
ends at seven
to Ole Miss

ASSOCIATED PRESS

OXFORD, Miss. The exuberant
ippi fans didn’t rush the floor after
s beat UK.
sure have changed.

96, Ole Miss defeated UK less
han half as many times as the United States
naugurated a president.

On Saturday, the No. 21 Rebels beat the

Cats for the third time in the last five sea-

behind the clutch shooting of

Jason Harrison, who scored 16 points.

Beating the most storied program in the

Southeastern Conference wasn't as impor-
tant to the Rebels as snapping a two-game
losing streak that had put a damper on the

st

chool’s best start in decades.
“It didn’t matter who was up in here,”

said Rahim Lockhart, who had 12 points and
nine rebounds. “We needed a win.”

r

It was the first time in the 76-year histo-
y of the series that Ole Miss was ranked

higher than Kentucky coming into the game,

St

0 the win couldn’t be called an upset.
But with the Wildcats on a seven-game

winning streak and Ole Miss struggling, it

&

ould safely be called the Rebels’ biggest win

of the season

t

“It's a win,” Harrison said when asked
he significance of toppling the Cats. “We

no sur-

me... but

They can go 12 or 13 people. I've got a freshmen crew

From the game’s outset it was clear that the Lady Vols

prise to had the Cats overmatched

UT jumped out to an 11-0 lead in the first two minutes
me, converting on four early UK turnovers.

need to try to ;,(‘I to 20 wins so we can get
back to the (NCAA) tournament and try to
win the (SEC) West on the way

Coach Rod Barnes said leading up to the
game, “We didn’t talk about Kentucky. We
just talked about getting back to doing what

what I
didn’t
want to
happen
was for
us to stop
fighting
and we
continued
to fight.”

-Bernadette Mattox,
UK women's basketball
head coach, on not being
shocked by the magni-
tude of her team's loss.

t's very important that this team establish a consis-

tent personality and play with an attitude,”

UT coach Pat

Summitt said of her team’s ability to strike early

'Our starters have gotten us off to a good start, and we
wanted the same to happen today,” Summitt said.

At halftime, Tennessee had amassed a 59-20 lead.

Led by the play of Snow, the Vols were able to make 55

percent of their shots from the field, while holding the
home team to just 23 percent shooting

Snow converted 8 of 9 field goal attempts and finished
with a game high 21 points in just 20 minutes.

Summitt was impressed with Snow’s repertoire of low
post moves.

What I would think as a degree of difficulty (on shots)
would probably be an e wht to a 10 for most people, she
makes it 1 ry easy,” Summitt said

Mattox echoed her sentiments from the entire season
that this was a learning year for her young squad and all
of their experiences had an upside.

“They understand they're freshmen,” Mattox said of
her team. “They're learning. They're battling. The thing
the state of Kentucky has to appreciate about these

we do well.”

t

P

Marquis Estill came off the bench to lead
he Wildcats with 13 points, and Tayshaun
rince had 11.

Keith Bogans, Kentucky's leading scor-

er, was held to 12 points on 4-for-15 shooting,
including 0-for-7 from 3-point range.

“We didn’t make shots the whole game

due to the intensity of their defense,” said

V

sl

Vildcats coach Tubby Smith, whose team
hot 38.5 percent from the floor.
Coming off a big win against No. 4 Ten-

nessee at home Tuesday, the Wildcats suf-
fered their most-lopsided loss of the season.

s
t

“I don’t feel like we matched their inten-
ity,” Bogans said. “We let their crowd get in
he game.

“Their backs were against the wall after

losing two in a row. I think we were a little

r

relaxed. You can’t do that in this leagu

still converted a three-point play to

give Kentucky a 41-40 lead, its first lead since

players is that they're working very hard for them, and
they're getting better everyday MATT FALK | KERN:
The big orange storm that rolled through Lexington
was disappointing, but it was forecast by the UK coach
“This was no surprise at all to me ... but what [ didn't UK freshman guard Stephanie Stoglin battles to score against Tennessee
want to hz appen was for us to stop fighting and we contin-  on Sunday in the Cats’ 110-38 loss at Memorial Coliseum. Scoring was a
ued to fight,” Mattox said. big problem for the Cats, who tied a season low for points.

the opening minutes, with about 12 minutes
remaining.

Ole Miss responded with a 7-0 run,
capped by Harrison’s 3-pointer at 10:28 that
made the score 48-41 and the Cats never
caught up

SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NEW MEXICO
STANFORD..

Georgia Invitational in Athens, Ga z
IN BRIEF Shtrday 1o earn 2 pot 1n the weminnai  Track and Field contends
DUKE.. ...98 round Against tk f the strongest track
As the tournament’s No. 2 seed, Skeen Against three of the strongest track
GEORGIA TECH ...77 ind Rookledge received an opening round and field programs in the nation, UK
fore quickly disy ansas finished strong with six first-place finishes
State Alena Jecminkova and in a SEC Quad Meet hosted by UK at the
83 in the second round. The Nutter Field House Saturday
Wildcat tandem on to defeat Shan

at this level,” Liew and Libby Fletcher of Brenau 86 to 4
associate head co Liew and Libby Fletcher of Brenau 86 10 o e 'freshman Jeff Chakouian and sopho-

Tennis stars reach semis
MISSISSIPPI ST. . more Simidele Adeagbo. Chakouian won
. He rallied from behind i The duo will face Tina Hojnik and Sl Adeag akoul:
TENNESSEE .........84 The UK men’s tennis newcomer Todd  match ‘to win and advance to the ; Anne Nguven of Georgia for a spot in the is third consecutive shot put competition,
\;,':;f,}f“ ‘f:]\':\! aggressive mwm;lv"n"nu(l\]\\“ which shows he has the desire and heart to _tournament championship. not h:v\\t"”l‘v|‘~[I‘¢;r“::{u‘l"\h( 4:| L’|\l\llf\1I]L dis
N. CAROLINA opponents as a Wildeat and advance succeed ‘Adeagh “wom
FLORIDA ST opponents “\(‘.\S’I(‘f‘ﬂ "\”"k““‘“'““j"_"I“"‘ Scheck struggled Sunday in his semifi- consecutive vear Skeen has played in the Adeagbo won the women’s long and
. semi |'n4 s of the Kentucky Winterslam ., ‘yatch with Ohio State’s Vince N semifinals of the prestigious tournament. triple jumps for the third straight time,
2001 this weekend at the Hilary J. Boone  fajling in straight sets 63, 6-1. He finished In 2000 she finished as srunnerupin earning NCAA - provisional-qualifying
Tel m;x\ht “”“\K ‘;n 1‘ ; JHLI\ « A.’l\vpul\“ - fourth after losing a consolation match to ;,,‘ l,l,.“, }‘ A “ v partner H:;ll;\\] \!I»;‘ iull)rlulrlnl‘\\["; nln 'l:v\“[;"}‘lll‘pf previ
scheck Jooked Impressive In his rst — ohig State’s Brenton Contini #igh Bradwell ous personal bes e long
FLORIDA....ocvvvc match, taking down Eastern Kentucky's Three Cat ell in the late rounds of UK also had six second and five third
Brad Herrera ‘.Amuwlx.m‘ sets, 6-3, 6-3. In the singles ympetition on Saturday place finishes at the meet
ALABAMA oo \”If ”{.Ml\1 ;’VV.IVHVY )I‘)’p \}\} up‘hmn;n]( |)(} New partner' same results Junior Carolina M sophomore UK's women’s team finished with 127
ARKANSAS... X Morehea a Ben Schmid and dropped Sarah Witten and Bra 1 ophomore,  points, but 38 points behind No. 3 South
the first set but battled back to win the The UK women's tennis doubles team all dropped itches to | ly seeded Carolina and vwhi points behind Georgia
AUBURN el e pets : of junior Brooke Skeen and sophomore OPPOnents for third place. The men finished fourth
I thought Todd really worked hard on  Lauren Rooklec reezed through the first The Georgia Invitational concludes behind No. 7 Tennessee, South Carolina
S. CAROLINA. the court today and showed that he is very  three rounds of competition at the 2001 today and Georgia with 82 points.

OHIO ST. 56
MICHIGAN ST

committed to compe Leading the way for the Track Cats

The semifinal birth marks the second

VANDERBILT...

College of Arts and Scienc <;
Scholarship ( l|)[)()llllll]llt ST %

Applications are available P e Towe Get away this summer...

Come & find out how!
Summer
Study Abroad
Fair

Arts & Sciences Scholarship Committee
Office of Student Services
257 Patterson Office Tower
University of Kentucky
Lexington, KY 40506-0027
holarships <Febvuary|5 2001

03[fa Z2ie
Sering Recruitment
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday *
January 23, 2001 *
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

319 Columbia Terrace
3237614

The deadiine for all A

re PN | 9:30 a.m. lnl(l)pm
* . S | Whitehall Classroom Building
medical Scholarsh | 1* floor hallway
— | Sponsored by

The Distance Learning Technology Cemer
8 B William T Yourg Library
3010

For more information, call 257-8712

* il i Wednesday, January 24, 2001
*

*
*

*
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Raimi hits a rut: Evil Dead director falters

Keanu Reeves
takes a break
from playing
dimwitter ston-
ers to portray a
drunken wife-
beater in the
new Sam Raimi
film The Gift.

morning.

she ends up dead in a pond one

picking quality actors for these
roles. It's better to watch a bad
movie with great actors than a

Fly

Parti

pate in a research study on the effects of

alcohol on behavior

University of Kentucky Alcohol Research Study

We are in need of healthy men and women between 21

For more information call 25

and 35 years of age

3137

FLU SHOTS
STILL AVAILABLE

not too late to protect yourself from

the flu!!

The pond belongs to Donnie University Health Service will offer

in return to genre that made him famous

By Patrick Avery

ASSISTANT SCENE EDITOR

Any movie where you know
in the first hour “whodunit” is
hardly worth watching
However, The Gift provides a
few highlights that make the
experience of this movie not at
all bad

Sam Raimi, director of the
Evil Dead movies, takes us to
the South with this supernatur
al thriller co-written by Billy
Bob Thornton. So expecting
something different going into
the movie is not out of the
question.

Cate Blanchett stars as An

PHOTO FURNISHED

Benecio Del Toro stars in his third
movie of the year (The Pledge and
Traffic), and it's only January.

nie Wilson, a tarot card reader
whose clients tend to be part of
the dysfunctional crowd. They
include an abused wife (Hillary
Swank) and a car mechanic
(Giovanni Ribisi) who has
Tourette’s-like outbursts. Both
go to Annie hoping she can an.
swer the question “Why do bad
things happen to me?

Others in the film are the
country club type, with Greg
Kinnear playing Wayne, a
school principal, whose fiancée
Jessica, played by Katie
Holmes, sees more action in one
night than Little Oral Annie in
aporn flick

Barksdale (Keanu Reeves), who
is put on trial. This is the point
in the movie you know
“Whodunit” and it's not neces
sarily Keanu.

Sam Raimi knows how to
make movies. His Evil Dead tril
ogy ranks as some of the best
horror-comedy movies of all
time. But with The Gift, he falls
short of originality and wit

The Gift turns a Southern
thriller into a “Days of Our
Lives™ soap opera that drags on
even though it’s pointless to do
Movies nowadays tend to
spoil their surprises as early as
the movie trailers months
before the movie is even
released. The Gift is no exception

Raimi deserves credit for

bad movie with bad actors. It's
great to see these actors use
their skills to create something
out of nothing.

Surprisingly Keanu Reeves
gives a good performance as a
wife beater. His Southern
accent is a far cry from the stu
pefied vocab of his famous char
acter Ted. It would be interest
ing to know if Raimi had to
remind him not to use “uh?” or
“dude” during the filming,

Despite its highpoints, the
story drowns out any of the
attention the performances
are due

So the best gift you can give
yourself is to stay away from
this one.

Grade: C-

free flu shots to students with I.D.

Tuesday, January 23, 2001

Whitehall Clas
Room 102

A limited number of doses are
available...
first come, first served!

or more information, call the

F
UHS Phone Information Nurse at 323-4636

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. or while supply lasts
sroom Building, outside

NEED A JOB?

We are a prominent market
research firm in Lexington
looking for students to
conduct telephone inter-
views. No selling is involved.
No experience is necessary.

We offer good pay, evening
and weekend work and a
flexible schedule.

For immediate
consideration,
call:

M C SQUARED
CONSULTING

Mc

278-9299

Unfortunately for Jessica

orrows but

By Matt Mulcahey
SCENE EDITOR

If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery,
Guy Ritchie heaps lavish praise upon Pulp Fic
tion and Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels
(his own directorial debut) with the new movie
Snatch

Basically lifting the storyline directly from
his first film, Ritchie once in brings together
an entertainingly off-center group of Cockney
criminals and low-lives into an intertwining,
retro cool crime caper. This time the object of the
character’s desires is an unusually large dia
mond instead of two antique pistols, but that’s
about as much as Ritchie cares to change his for
mula, with a group of flavorful characters once
again all meeting in a highly unlikely, highly vi
olent conclusion

The assorted lot of ba 1
there this time around. There’s low level fight
promoters Turkish and Tommy, hitman Bullet
Tooth Tony and gangster heavies Boris the Blade
and Brick Top

Although the names seem to have been
stolen from old “Dick Tr comics, the charac:
ters are what make this film fun. But Ritchie
doesn't take the time to stop and delve too much
into his creations pasts, just a glimpse or two in
flashback to add to his characters mystique. He
pushes ahead full throttle, with a mix of flashy
visuals and funny, off-beat characterizations.

Although the comparisons to Pulp Fiction

re inevitable, Snatch is by no means a clone.

even more out

acy

GRE and GMAT
Prepare for GRE CAT
Prepare for GMAT CAT

Classes starting soon!
Call for more information!

or 1-800-KAP-TEST

Call (859) 269-1172 to enroll

pays in full

The humor is less dependent on pop-culture infused
banter and more on absurdity and site gags

So to call this film yet another Tarantino rip
off doesn’t do justice to one of a wave of talented
new filmmakers who might just be able to re-en
ergize movies. Besides, this sophomore effort is
much better than Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction fol
low-up Jackie Brown

Ritchie is a gifted storyteller and playfully
twists and turns his narrative. The boxing se
quences are spectacular, an experiment in cam:
era work and sound. For the entirety of the film,
the camera is an active participant not a station
ary observer, following Ritchie’s action as he
shuns traditional narrative structure.

For the first time Ritchie also gets to throw

> Americans into his band of rogue villa

1 Toro pops up as gambler
and Dennis Farina pretty much
Y is Get Shorty role and proves once
again he is incapable of saying a complete sen
tence without uttering an expletive.

But the best part of the movie is Brad Pitt
once again defying convention as an unintelligi
ble bare-knuckle boxer who refuses to take a dive
or step into the ring unless he is rewarded with a
new mobile home for his mother.

It would be nice if for his next film Ritchie
expanded his repertoire. But it's a testament to
his talent that, despite the same premise and sim
ilar characters, Snatch seems lively, inventive
and original
Grade: B+

teeth to

Do you want to work
independently and own
your own business?

Are you artistic and
enjoy performing
precision work?
Become
of the dental health team!
Dental technicians
fabricate prostheses that
replace or repair natural

chew,

CAREER OPPORTUNITY!

Consider Dental Laboratory Technology

a valued member

help patients eat,
talk and smile.

EXNGTON
COMMUNITY (OLLEGE

For additional informational contact:

Greg Zoll, Coordinator

Dental Laboratory Technology Program

(859) 257-4872, ext. 4098
Email: gzoll@pop.uky.edu

 Kentuck

Chancellor’s Awards for Outstanding Teaching

The Chancellor of the Lexington Campus seeks nominations for the 2000-2001
Outstanding Teaching Awards. The Chancellor’s Awards are designed to recognize
individuals whose performance in the classroom or laboratory has been consistently

outstanding. All tenured and non-tenured (full-time) faculty and teaching assistants on
the Lexington Campus are eligible

Awards will be given in three categories.

Award for Tenured Faculty - $5,000

(two recipients)

Award for Non-tenured Faculty - $3,500

(two recipients)

Award for Teaching Assis

ants - $1,000

(three recipients)

Nominations of no more than one typed page should be forwarded to the appropriate
department chair with a request that a formal recommendation be prepared and sent to
the Office of Undergraduate Studies, 206 Gillis Building 0033. The deadline for
receipt of the formal recommendation from the chair is February 16, 2001.

For additional information, contact Philipp Kraemer, Dean of Undergraduate Studies,

206 Gillis Building, 257-3027.

Kaplan gets you in. | E——

—
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Clean up that
mess or I'll...

Clean-ups
on nuclear
waste sites
to begin
next month

PADUCAH, Ky. — Work is
scheduled to begin
next month at the
Paducah Gaseous
Diffusion Plant to
clean up 160 material
storage areas
some of which
contain unstable
nuclear waste.

he cleanup by the U.S.
Department of
Energy will take five
years and cost at
least $82 million.

Kentucky Natural
Resources Cabinet in
September issued a
Notice of Violation
against DOE, claiming
that the DOE material
storage areas,

known as DMSAs,
violate state
environmental laws.
violation notice said
hazardous and mixed
radioactive waste
had been stored for
more than 90 days in
the C-400 building
without a permit, and
that material in some
of the areas had not
been fully
characterized

Many of the storage
areas are in the
plant’s huge process
building and contain
old parts and
equipment taken out
of service in the
1980s and earlier.

Officers
must face
crime and
community
reviews

LOUISVILLE, Ky. = Ten
days after a police
shooting renewed
community calls for
civilian review of
officers’ actions,
Louisville's police
chief touted his
department’s
performance last
year in fighting crime
and reaching out
to residents.

Chief Greg Smith issued
a year-end report on
Friday showing that
violent crimes in the
city declined 9
percent last year and
property crimes
dipped 2 percent

The news conference
came in the wake of
the Jan. 9 fatal
shooting of Clifford
D. Lewis, 18. Lewis
was shot to death in
the van owned by his
cousin, Aubrey
Walker, who was
wanted for an assault
on a police officer.

Smith said it was a
shame that events
such as the Lewis
shooting overshadow
the good the
department does.

've got to admit that
that is very
frustrating, not
frustrating just for
me as the head of
this organization, but
frustrating to every
police officer in this
division,” Smith said.

'We have focused so
hard on trying to be
very positive and
work with this
community, and it is
frustrating (that)
when one incident
happens it casts a
blanket indictment
over everybody
And that's really
not fair.”

~Source: AP Wire
-Compiled by:
Amanda Thompson

~Tend your
letters to the

- editor to
- the Kernel!

IN OUR OPINION

A decision made
as tempers flare

Censored censure: Conduct during trial leaves
poor reflections on students and Senators

KENTUCKY KERNEL

APOLOGIES NOW

ACCEPTED
INQURE WITHIN

OK, the trial is over and it is time to move on.

The Senate voted 26-1 last Wednesday night, during a trial that
exceeded five hours, to censure Student Government Association

President Jimmy Glenn.

The heated and tension-filled tr
ported Glenn through pro-Glenn T-shirts and signs, as well as Sen-

ators who vehemently opposed Glenn.
Some students expressed their discontent with the meeting by

proclaiming obscenities during the trial and others had to be held

apart in order to keep a fight from occurring.

The Kernel commends students for getting involved with the

trial and for standing up for what they believe.

We do not, however, commend some of the behaviors that were

exhibited at the trial.

Not only were these behaviors detrimental to the trial, but they
also reflected poorly on the students at UK. Students, as well as
Senators, should know the proper way to handle themselves in sit-

uations like Glenn'’s trial.

There is a tactful way to voice your opinion, and there is also
an untactful way. Students who yelled obscenities at one another
as well as Senators who yelled at students, did not

and at Senato

handle themselves in a tactful way

Even though the Kernel doesn’t commend some of the behav-
iors that took place at the trial, the Kernel does commend the Sen-
decision to

ate’s decision to censure Glenn. We feel the Senate’s

have Glenn write letters of apology to the recipients of the Spring
2000 Child Care Grant recipients, while it does not repair the dam-
age that was done to the young women'’s college education, is a

al included students who sup-

CONTACT
Us

Send us your letters
and comments by
e-mail. Hey, we love the
Net and we know you
do too. So send your

dialogue@kykernel.com
Snail mail

Send your letters via
the postal service for
only $.34 - it's that
cheap. Send your
thoughts to
035 Grehan Building
Lexington, KY
40506-0042

Length &
style

Letters to the editor
are to address
previously printed
editorials and columns.
They should be
approximately 250
words long.

Guest opinions should
start new dialogue and
not address other
editorials or columns.
Guest opinions should
be no longer than
600 words.

Include
this info

step in the right direction. This is the very least that Glenn can

and should do.

Finally, the Kernel encourages the Senate and Glenn to work

together for the rest of the year.

There’s only four months left in the school year,
to spend the time they have left working for the students, rather

than fighting with one another.
That is, after all, what SGA is all about.

ather

GUEST COLUMNIST

and SGA needs

Include your name and
major classification
(for publication).

We cannot print any
material without verbal
confirmation of
the material.

Editorial Board

Amanda Thompson, dialogue co-editor
Jenny Robertson, dialogue co-editor-
Candice Jackson, parting shots
Amanda York, editor in chief

Clay McDaniel

KERNEL COLUMNIST

1 get asked all sorts of ques-
tions when I go home for the
holidays, like ‘How’s school go-
ing?’ or ‘You realize you don’t
have to take the all you can eat
sign so seriously?’ or even ‘Mis-
ter, could you please stop kick-
ing my dog? But the question I
am seldom asked, but which I
love to expound upon the most,
has to be ‘What is your favorite
movie? And depending on the
audience, the answer ranges
anywhere from Citizen Kane to
Up and Comers, part 34. But
while I certainly do love old
movies and porn, one of my fa-
vorites has to be Beautiful
Girls, a 1996 release about four
local guys whose complex lives
turn out to be, in
the end, not so
complex at all.

1 love Beautiful
Girls for a number
of reasons, not the
least of which is
Natalie Portman,
but numero uno on
the list only oc-
curred to me as I
watched this Ted
Demme creation
once again over
Winter Break.

Whether  in.
tended or not, the
entire movie show-
cases the pitfalls
of idealism.

Now, I have
long been critical
of those who turn
every decision into
an ideological cru:
sade, who believe
that the main
goal in life should
be the struggle
toward perfection
These are the peo-
ple who boycott
restaurants for not
using recycled toothpicks, or
travel across town to find non-
corporate coffee beans. Many of
them are college types, who
speak of their unabashed ideal-
ism as if it would save the
world were they in charge.
Well, the world is no one’s oys-
ter, and even the bestlaid
plans, more often than not, fall
subject to the cosmic interrup-
tions of the universe.

And so they do in Beautiful
Girls. The three main charac-
ters spend a large majority of
their time talking and dream-
ing of the girls they used to
love and the girls they might
someday love, while paying lit-
tle heed to the girls they might
actually love. Willie (Tim Hut
ton) leaves behind a girl in the
city and develops an emotional
bond for the girl-next-door
(Portman), who happens to be
13 years old. Tommy (Matt Dil
lon) still dreams of his high
school girlfriend (Lauren Hol.

their

Julie Nelson, managing editor
John Wampler, senior staff writer
Andrew Grossman, asst. news editor
Jennifer Kasten, at-large member
Alan Slone, at-large member

The pitfalls
of idealism

ly), and Paul (Michael Rapa
port) has wallpapered his room
with pictures of supermodels.
They are all infatuated with the
ideal woman and spend the
movie coming to terms with
the fact that those women are
unattainable, and even if they
were not, the reality would nev-
er equal the fanta
But the ramifications of
this struggle extend well past
relationships and lost loves. By
holding on to an unrealistic
dream of how things might
someday be, they miss out on
all the good stuff right before
their eyes. They are idealists,
such that in one scene Willie
describes his girlfriend from
New York in nu-
merical value —
face, body, person-
ality. But as they
each come to learn
toward the end of
the movie, ideal
disappoints

By holding ;;51? time, and
onto an
unrealistic that much more
dream of
how things
might
someday
be, they
miss out on
all the good
stuff right
before selves

serves no purpose
but to make reality

miserable. It does
this because ideal
ism, by its very def-
inition, seeks
impose an abstract
on society. It says
that the world
around us should
resemble the draw
ing board, not the
other way around,
so that when our
well crafted plans
of life, love or for-
tune fail to materi
alize, we find our-
damning
that world for not
following along.
I know it feels help-
less to realize that
things have a way of taking
care of themselves, but they do.
And as much as we try to ma-
nipulate and mold our future,
can any of us even be certain of
where we will be at this time
tomorrow? And so we should,
indeed we must, as burgeoning
college students, reject the no-
tion of idealism while we are
still young and, well, idealistic.
We must accept the fact that
what is true in love is also true
in life, that sometimes we do
not choose our own destiny
And we must watch Beau-
tiful Girls. For in the end, love
gets its point across: That
while we can fall in love with
an ideal, we can only be in
love with a human being. And
that is a lesson we could all
stand to learn.

eyes.”

Kernel Columnist Clay McDaniel is
a finance junior. His views do not
necessarily represent those of
the Kernel.

Passion, perfection in a world of necessary evil

Strife and
suffering...provide
the outlet of
passion, the
impetus and
opportunity for
those truly great of
our species to try
themselves, test
themselves and
shine as an
example for the
rest of us.”

R

Imagine, reader, a perfect
world; a world free from suffering
hunger, war, famine, prejudice.
hatred and violence. A world
where nobody abuses their au
thority over another, where
everyone has enough to eat
where women stride safely
through dark alleys, where every
one has the same fair and equal
shot at life, to do with what they
please. A world where the rich
don't oppress the poor, the educat
ed don’t frown on the ignorant,
Tutsis share with Hutus, Commu
nists drink with Nationalists and
Palestinians dine with Israelis
This is the world I conjured before
sitting down to write what you are
eading, and this is the world
wholeheartedly rejected
I realize that last sentence
seems flatly ridiculous; but, read
er, if you refrain from putting
down the paper for a moment, |
will attempt to justify myself.
Let me first of all be clear that
I am in no way supporting hatred
prejudice or violence. I am not

suggesting that it is a good idea to
kill someone, steal from someone,
or disrespect the guy across the
hall from you. I believe, like prob
ably all of you, that these things
are evil. But I am arguing that evil
has a rightful place in the world.

The evils I write about have
always been with us, and have
been an integral part of shaping
our characters and personalities.
In other words, evil, while de-
plorable, often acts as a forge
upon which are hammered out
mankind’s finest; the problem
breeds the solution, and histori
cally the “solutions” to our prob-
lems have been those we now
most admire. Without racial dis-
crimination, would Dr. King have
a holiday named after him? Would
Joan of Arc have died an un
known peasant girl without the
Hundred Year’s War?

Strife and suffering, while
evil in themselves, provide the
outlet of passion, the impetus and
opportunity for those truly great
of our species to try themselves,

test themselves and shine as an
example for the rest of us. Indeed
most of the qualities we value as
a race expose themselves only
under evil circumstances; hero-
ism, physical and moral courage,
perseverance, mercy, and even

intelligence are all examples,
and if evil departs this world, it
takes these qualities with it as ca-
sualties. For good to exist, evil
must also, for without one the
other is not illuminated, and
therefore meaningless.

1, for one, am not willing to
trade; not willing to remove both
the best and worst of human na
ture to achieve a sort of vanilla
equality, where everyone is treat
ed fairly but no one breaches the
dam of mediocrity. That would be
a colorless world to live in; a gray
world, an indefinite and luke
warm world. That would be a
world where everyone eats, and
everyone has a job, but art and
passion and love do not exist; a
world where great warriors
sheath their blades, great poets

hide their pens, and great orators
fall mute from lack of inspiration.

The world is a beautiful place,
all the more so because of the
backdrop of darkness through
which the light shines.

I prefer to embrace human
nature, fraught with evil and vio-
lence and love and courage and
depravity and beauty and life and
death; I would not have it any oth
er way, and I fear those who
would. I fear the day when we run
out of causes to light the fire of
passion; for to me, that is when
the world ends.

My world. I will end with a
quote from T.S. Eliot, which
seems fitting to me:

“This is the way the world
ends, This is the way the world
ends, This is the way the world
ends, Not with a bang but with
a whimper.”

Guest Columnist Katherine Delacroix
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NICHOLSON FLIES OVER THE CUCKOOS NEST

Jack is triumphantly back

Better with age: An
Nicholson underplays

By Matt Mulcahey

SCENE EDITOR

Penn makes movies

Nevermind what
entail, his direc

torial efforts delve into the tu

multuous inner journey of

coming to terms with a sudden

violent change.

Indian

Sean

was the
The Crc

loss of his dau,

s, (and in the hands
another film maker
very what this
might have turned
under Penn’s directi
into a dark, brooding
A journey
Sf a polic
with re

ope

older, wiser Jack
to perfection

and direction, all

his purpose
serial

under the guise of a
killer mystery
The lifelong cop is Jerry
Black, who spent better
part of three decades on the
force in Reno, Nev. Compound
ed by the fact that he has made
<)mv1 ise (the titular pledge)
) find the killer who lvv m ally
l\\lHI\ red a young 1
finds himself unable to let go of
his past life and begin anew
k buys a gas station in
vhere a similar murder
ce and befr u nds a loca
\w mwi!lwl\ Vright Penn
ok her worse with
rs, ratty brown hair
1ac ) ipped tooth) who hap
pens to have a daughter
But does Nicholson truly
r these two or
to ensnare his k
juench his in
purposeful?
to that ques

is it just a

tion is not a simple one.

Black is played by Jac
Nicholson, in his first film
since winning his third Best
Actor Oscar for 1997's As Good
{s it Gets. Just by being on
screen, Nicholson creates the
illusion that at any minute
he'll burst into one of his fa
mous tantrums, trying to order
a chicken salad sandwich in
Five Easy Pieces or begging to
watch the World Series in One
Flew Qver the Cuckoos Nest.

But that volatility never
erupts. No longer the epitamy
of rebellious exuberance,
Nicholson’s weathered face
conveys its message through
physicality as much as words.
He is a good enough actor to re-
lize that in a distant, opaque
movie like The Pledge
more.

The main problem with
The Pledge is that it lacks the
very quality that made Penn’s
previous two directorial efforts
50 hypnotically enthralling. Al
though a more polished film vi
sually, The Pledge seems de:
tached and numb, unable to

less is

You can’t
handle

the truth

The ever edgy
Jack Nicholson
tones down his
usual verbal
pyrotechnics to
play a recently
retired cop who
must comes to
terms with his
new life.

PHOTO FURNISHED

capture the blistering emotion
of his previous two films. It
could possibly be because this
is the first time that Penn is
working with someone else’s
material and was simply un
able to capture the essence of a
character he didn't create.

We don't really learn much
about Nicholson other than
that he used to be one hell of a
cop. But The Pledge isn't about
cops, serial Kkillers or even
Nicholson’s promise to a dead
girl's mother

Nicholson’s quest for the
truth, bound by his pledge,
makes a convenient scapegoat
But it’s just an excuse. Nichol
son uses it as a means to an
end, a way to try and find pur-
pose and peace

The Pledge is about a dif
ferent kind of loss, as Jerry
Black must learn the hard, of-
ten painful truth that a person
cannot change their true na
ture, only disguise it. And loss
of one’s self can’t be recaptured
anymore than the loss of an
other human being.

Rating: B-

THEATER

Exploring the
need to be love

Brutal honesty: Actors open up in ‘Closer

By Stacie Meihaus

STAFF CRITIC

As you enter the auditori
um where “Closer” is held, you
are bombarded with two sets of
images. One is hanging pic
tures of different sizes each fo
cusing up-close on a differ
portion of a woman’s body. T
second are the signs hanging at
the auditorium entrances an
nouncing the age restriction of
18 because of the mature
themes of the play

“Closer” has a cast of two
men and two women. The play
spans a period of four years in
1990s London, in which these
men and women meet, love,
lose and meet again. The play
courses through deception, be
trayal, revenge and always
love.

The play begins in a hospi
tal where obituary writer Dan
(Kyle Fabel) has rescued young,
beautiful, Alice (Caitlin
Muelder) after she was hit by a
car. After being looked after by
Dr. Larry (T. Ryder Smith), Al
beauty and seductive
words convince Dan to take the
day off, beginning a lifelong re
lationship.

Photographer Anna (Judith
Lightfoot Clarke) enters when
she is hired to take Dan’s pic
tures for his book. After becom
ing smitten with her, Dan un
knowingly sets her up with Lar
ry, sparking the unending love
quadrangle of the play

he play runs with quick
biting dialogue. The dialog
self enwraps the audience in a
web of deception. Adding to the
complex and believable charac
ters, the audience truly
part of the story, even identify
ing parts of themselves inside

ice's

feels

1l show itsi
ttendlng

Florida - February Eth — 7:30 P
Mississippi State — February 10th — 1:30 p.m.

$S. . 00/ticket - Cash & Check only
*Must have student 1D

* Please note

Ttime «

for Vanderk

il game.

the characters.

va actors play convineing:
ly and emotionally. They bring
the uMu nce a story in which
they consistently shock, offend
ind scandalize. When they real
ize the audience will still ac

wpany them through their

ory, they bare their souls and
show the audience that all they
want is what everyone
All they really want is to

be loved.

Love coerces the characters
to vengefully hurt each other
and themselves. They lie, cheat,
blackmail and reap the rewards
of each other’s pain. But the au
dience doesn't begrudge the
characters, for they are played
with such honesty and vulnera
bility that the audience feels
only empathy

It is a dark comedy that, at
times, strikes close to home. It
bares the darker side of the au
diences soul along with those of
its characters. It is brilliantly
witty and heartbreakingly sad

*Close got a little too
close for comfort with some of
the audience, but the ones that
did end up walking out missed
out on a brutally honest perfor
mance. The characters show
the sides of love that force mali
cious actions.

Perhaps after seeing the
play all may be
understanding love

closer tc

“Closer" runs through Feb. 4
at Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park.
Shows are at 8 p.m. Tuesday-Friday,
with shows at 5 and 9 p.m. on Sat:
urday and shows at 2 and 7 p.m. on

unday.
Call 1-800-582-3208 for ticket
info.




