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PREFACE

By authority of & Presidential Letter, the Historical Records Survey
was established in January, 1936, under the national direction of Dr.
Luther H. Evans, as a federally sponsored project of the Work Projects
Administration. Since August 31, 1939, the sponsorship of the lMassachusetts
unit of the survey has been undertaken by Frederic W. Cook, Secretary of
tlie Commonwealth. Since March, 1940 the individual state projects of the
Historical Records Survey have been under the national direction of Sargent
B. Child, who, as field representative of Dr. Evans, had had technical
supervision of the work of the survey in New England from its inception.
The present writer has been in direct charge of the project in Massachuse': .
from August 1936 to September 1940 when he was succeeded by Aron S. Gilmartin.

The purpose of the project is to survey, preserve and render acces-
sible historical source materials of all kinds. Its work has fallen
naturally into the following main divisions: public records, private
manuscripts, church records, early American imprints, historical portraits
and newspapers. Practically all historical material falls under one or
another of these divisions. In bringing this material under control
certain techniques have been found practicable, depending on the nature
of the subject matter, and using variously the methods of the inventory,
the guide, the calendar, the check 1list or the index in the publication
of the result. Tor public records, church records and portraits, the
method of the inventory has worked best; for historical menuscripts, the
guide or, in rare cases where the material was of unusual importance,
the calendar; for imprints, the check list; for newspaper and court rec-
ords, the index; and so on.

The actual work of gathering information concerning historical ma-
terials at their place of storage or custody has in most cases been pre-
ceded by a most necessary and, for both the custodian and posterity, im-
portant task, that of putting records in order; of cleaning, dusting, re-
filing, and treating them; and, in short, doing everything possible to
ensure their preservation. This function of the project, often performed
by its workers under almost indescribable conditions of dust, filth,
dampness, poor ventilation, and even vermin may well be regarded by future
generations as a most important contribution of the survey.

Scarcely less important, however, are the editorial processes to
which all field information must be subjected before publication. Here
gaps and inadeguacies are spotted, inconsistencies reconciled, and order
brought out of chaos. In the field of public records it has been found
necessary not only to sketch briefly the history of the county or town
and its government but also to preface the inventory of each subordinate
office or institution with an outline of its development, based upon its
own records or upon statutory or other sources. In the inventories of




Preface

chureh records, similarly, the preparation of the history of each church
constitutes a task equally arduous with that of locating and listing its
records. In Massachusetts two broader works have also been undertaken.
The general historical background, statutory origin and functioning of
county, city, or town offices have been studied with a view to providing
satisfactory accounts of the development of county and municipal govern-
ment generally. These latter undertakings are now happily nearing com-
pletion.

The inventory of the town archives of Bernardston is the second in the
series of such inventories covering the towns of Franklin County. A full
list of publications of the survey to date appears after the index at the
end of this book.

The Survey is indebted to the town officials of Bernardston for their
cooperation and to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, Frederic W. Cook,
without whose sponsorship this project would not be possible.

Aron S. Gilmartin
State Supervisor of Historical
Records Survey




FOREWORD

The Inventory of the Town and City Archives of Massachusetts is one
of a number of bibliographies of historical materials prepared throughout
the United States by workers on the Historical Records Survey of the Work
Projects Administration. The publication herewith presented, an inventory
of the Archives of Bernardston in Franklin County, is volume II of number
6 of the Massachusetts series.

The Historical Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of 1935-36
for the purpose of providing useful employment to needy unemployed histo-
rians, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical workers. In carrying
out this objective, the project was organized to compile inventories of
historical materials, particularly the unputlished government documents
and records which are basic in the administration of local government, and
which provide invaluable data for students of political, economic, and
social history. The archival guide herewith presented is intended to meet
the recuirements of day-to-day administration by town officials, and also
the needs of lawyers, business men and other citizens who require facts
from the public records for the proper conduct of their affairs. The vol-
ume is so designed that it can be used by the historian in his research
in unprinted sources in the same way he uses the library card catalogue
for printed sources.

The inventories produced by the Historical Records Survey attempt to
do more than give merely a 1list of records--they attempt further to sketch
in the historical background of the county or other unit of government, and
to describe precisely and in detail the organization and functions of the
government agencies whose records they list. The county. town, and city
inventories for the entire country will, when completed, constitute an en-
cyclopedia of local government as well as bibliography of local archives.

The successful conclusion of the work of the Historical Records Survey,
even in a single town, would not be possible without the support of public
officials, historical and legal specialists, and many other groups in the
community. Their cooperation is gratefully acknowledged.

The Survey directed by Luther H. Evans from its inception in January
1936 to March 1, 1940 when he was succeeded by Sargent B. Child formerly
National Field Supervisor. It operates as a nation-wide project in the
Division of Professional and Service Projects, of which Mrs. Florence
Kerr, Assistant Commissioner, is in charge.

Howard O. Hunter
Acting Commissioner of Work
Projects Administration
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BERNARDSTON AND ITS RECORDS SYSTEM

HISTORICAL SKETCH

Barly in the year 1676, one Captain William Turner was ocommander
of a troop of frontiersmen engaged in constant struggles with the
Indians in the Deerfield wvalley. Born in England, he had been a
tailor in Boston and one of the leading figures in the Baptist
churche. For his unconventional views concerning "immersion," he had
been disenfranchised and imprisoned, and finally hed been ordered to
leave Boston in 1668.1

The record of the General Court order issued on May 27, 1668,
banishing Turner and his associates provides an interesting page in
the history of the "Anebaptist" movement in Massachusetts. Thomas Gold,
William Turnery and John Farnham, Sr.y had been complained of and stood
"oonvicted in this court of setting up an unlawful assembly which they
call a church of Christ « « ¢« Whereof they have been admonished, warned
and required to desist from their offensive and presumptuous practioe."
More, the court charged that 2 years before the men had been enjoined
by the court to cease holding their meetings or propagating their
beliefs; they had been "convented before several courts" and finally
had held, in March, a meeting in Boston "with a great concourse of
people &"

The court ruled, therefore, that "this court doe find it
necessary thel they be removed to some other part of this country
or elsewhere." If found in the vicinity without the express
permission of the officials they were to be jailed without bail,
and denied more than two visitors.at any time. The sentence was
ordered oarried out by July 20th."

More than 8 years later, on May 18, 1676, Captain Turner, at the
head of 141 men, surprised a group of several hundred Indians en-
camped at a point where the Fall River empties into the Conneoticut,
now known as Turners Fallsy Three hundred Indians were killed in
the first surprise attack, but they rallied and foroed the whites to
retreat with heavy losses, including that of the Captain himself.

le Charles Henry Pope, The Pioneers of Massachusetts, pe 465.

2¢ Records of the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts
Bay in New England, 1628-1686, Nathaniol Be Shurtleff, odes IV,
part 2 €y Pp. 373y et seg.
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e |
The. skirmish became famous as the "Falls Fight."

Fifty-eight years later, in 1734, a petition was addressed to the
General Court by Semuel Hune and other surviving officers and soldijers
who had "belonged to the Company of Capt. Turner and the Representatiyes
of them that are dead . « « praying that this Court would grant them a
tract of land above Deerfield, suitable to meke a township."

On November 28, 1734y the Gensral Court granted to the officers and
soldiers who had participated in the Falls Fight, and to their descend-
ants, a tract of unappropriated land 6 miles squarey "to tie northward
of the Town of Deerfield," but only upon condition that the grantees
settle 60 families within the township in }4 years, each with a house
18 feet square "and four acres of land brought to English grass or
broken up by plowing, and also build a convenient meeting house and
settle a learned orthodox minister anong theme. « « " A seventieth
part of the land was to be laid out for the minister, another seventieth
for the ministry, and 100 acres of land was to be set aside for the
support of a schoole In addition the General Court named a committee
to exemine all claims lodged for grantsy and to accept as grantees only
those who had pa§ticipated in the fight or one descendant, preferably
the oldest males The report of this committee was submitted in June,
1735, and its list of those entitled to share in the township was
aceepted by the General Court on January 21, 1Z36. The date is pommem-
orated on the seal of the town of Bernardston.

On December 2, 1735, Thomas iells, who had been the bearer of the
original petition to the General Court, was directed to notify the
grantees to appear in some town in the county of Hampshire in order to
choose a moderator and clerk, and to agree upon effgetive methods of
laying out and meeting the conditions of the grante

At this meeting, held at Northampton on Janunry 27, 1736, the
proprietors elected a moderator and a clerk. There was also elected
a committee of three to decide where the town should lis, to have it
surveyed by a surveyor and chain men, and to have a plat prepared,
whioh, upon being accepted by tge moderator, was +to be sant to the
General Court for confirmstion.

l. J. G. Holland, History af Western liassachusetts, 1I, 317.

2+ Acts and Resolves, Public and Private, of the Province of
Massachusetts Bay, 1692-1780, XII, oh. 111, pp. 55-56, hereafter cited
as Province Acts or Province Resolves. Also quoted in Proprietor's
Records, first vol., 1755-1819, PPe 3a: 3by+ see entry 8,

3+ Proprictor's Records, first voley 1735-1819y ppe 3ay 3b,
see entry 8.

L. Messachusetts Archives, CXIV, 605-608.

5. 1Ibidey p..197; Province Resolves, XII, ohe 167, p. 197,

6. Proprietor's Records, first vol., 1735-1819, DP's 267 Ts
see entry 8,
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On the first Wednesday in May the proprietors again met at
Northampton and drew lots for the first division of the land.
By October 6y. 1736y when the proprietors met again, the township had
been surveyed, and they were now in a position to vote that only a
part of the entire territory should be allotted to the grantees; that
each proprietor should have not less than 50 acres for a home lot;
and that intervale or meadow land should be additional and divided
latere.

On March 30, 1737, the proprietors elected a treasurer as an
additional off'icer and accepted the report of 2 subcomanittee recom-
mending that the tract be divided into 100 lots, of whioh 3 had
already been "Pitched upon" for the minister, the ministry, and the
school respectively.” Proprietors who had not yet drawn their lots
were given an additional opportunity to do so. A few months later,
on May L4, the proprietors elected a oommittee to discover "which of
ye Proprietors will be Settled, to ye number of Sixty," and voted
that these 60 settlers should furnish the treasurer with a bond of
100 pounds to insure their living up to the requirements of the General
Courte Bach of the 37 proprietors whe was not expected to settle
imnediately was assessed 18 pounds for building the meeting house and
settling a ninis,creg In the same year, 1737, the proprietors directed
that a saw mill should be builte It was completed by 1740, for in
that year the proprietors were able to elect a committee of three to
build a bridge - the first in the plantation = "over Fall River fron
ye Saw Mill."

The proprietors, howewer, had been over-sanguine. On February
l, 1738, it was reported thut 60 settlers could not be found,
Consequently, the aum assessed upon the non-resident proprietors was
raised to 22 pounds.” On October 18, 1738, lots were drawn for the
meadow land.’ Fifty-five persons were found finally who promised to
settle in the township and who paid their bonds; the first four :
familiesy those of John Burks Deacon Elisha Sheldon, Lieutenant
Ebenezer Sheldon, and Samuel Connable, were settled in the fall of
1738« They built fortified homes 08 heavy logs ocalled "Deacon
Sheldon's Fort," "Burk Fort," etc.l On June 134 1739, at a

Ibid ey pPe 13
Ibidey pe 9e

Tbit sy Ds 164
Ibid.,
« JIbid.y pe 20

6e  Ibides Ppe 19y 224

feo- 1D idey Do UTe

8. Ibidey pe. 27.

9+ Ibidey pe 34
10s Lucy Ce Kellogge A History of the Town of Bernardston, p. 27.

nEwmn-
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proprietors' meeting held in Deerfield, a committee was elected to
"Prepaire Materials and Necessaryes for the Building the Meetinghouse,"
which should be "50 feet in length and 40 feet in bredth, and 23 feet
between Joynts."l On October 17, 1740, a committee was elected to
provide preaching,2 and on September 23, 1741, the selection of RevV.
John Norton was approved.” He was granted for his settlement the
minister's lots, the use of the ministry land, and 200 pounds, half in
cesh and half in work or building materials. His salary for the first
5 years was to be 135 pounds a year, then to be increased 5 pounds each
year until it reached 170 pounds annually; "The Bills to be Eaquil to
Silver at twenty-nine Shillings per ounce « . . and his fire wood
brought to his dore .4

In 1741 Thomas Wells, agent for the proprietors, represented to
the General Court that, by a former grant, 500 acres of the best land
had been taken out, that the grant of 6 miles square was not as valuable
as.other grants, that the number of grantees was more than expected,
and that a great part of the land was rough and barren. He therefore
petitioned the General Court for an additional grant of a gore of
adjacent land. On August 5, 1741, the court accepted the plat of the 1736
grant, and gave to the descendants of two persons who had participated
in the Falls Fight, and who had as yetl received no allotment, 26l acres
of land in the gore mentioned in the petition. It presented the rest of
the gore to the proprietors provided that it should not exceed Ly 430
acres in area.)

Work on the meeting house was started imnediately, and was well-
nigh completed by June 1743. In the same year a committee was elected
by the proprietors to audit the treasurer's accounts, and in the follow-
ing year, 17L4, they elected five surveyors of highways. On Merch 25,
1745, Mr. Norton was dismis&ed.8 But the 17 families settled in "Fall
Town" by the close of 1743° were now beset by a greater problem, namelye
the impending rupture between Great Britain and France. In November
1743 the General Co 5t granted the township 100 pounds to strengthen
its fortifications. The "forts" already in existence apparently
proved adequate, for no additional fortifications were constructed. :
Nevertheless, during the course of King George's iar (1744=~1748), all
but two families left the township.12 w3

1. Proprietor's Records, first wol., 1735-1819, pp. 43, 4L,
see entry 8.
2ui Thids, pechbs
o= Tbidiss Do 52.
° l_b_j;@;-r Pe 53-
. Massachusetts Archives, CXIV, 59L-5596.
. Proprietor's Records, first vol., 1755-1819, ps 69, see entry 8.
. Lb_j._d-y Pe ?3.
. Ibld-’ P 75.
9. Kellog, op. cite, p. 26.
10. Province Resolves, XIII, che 184, pp. 311, 312.
11. Proprietor's Records, first vol., 1735-1819, passim, see entry 8.
il 2 Kellogg, OP e gi__t_np Poe :)6.

o= ol =W




Historical Sketch First Entry ps 34

As a result, the township fell into grave diffiocultiese A '
proprietors! clerk was elected who refused to serve; on January 1l
1752, the General @ourt, informed of the matter, empowered Ebenezer
Sheldon to oall future meetings, and appointed a committee to dis=-
cover whioh of the prpprietors had not fulfilled the oconditions of
their grant.” This committee visited the place, and, on May 8, 1752,
reported back to the General Court that many proprietors had abandoned
the township during the war, that some of the lands were grown over
with brush, that some of the buildings had been burnt, and that even
those proprietors who carried out their tasks had not done so within
the allotted 4 yearse They added that the minister had left during
the war, and that there were only 15 grantees who were still residing
in the township.

The following year some of the proprietors of Fall Town peti-
tioned the General Court that they be empowered to collect the taxes
legied on each righty and any further taxes necessary to pay for
preaching and settling enother minister; and that the court determine
which of the holders of the 97 rights should be obliged to settle.
On December 31, 1753y the General Court responded by ordering all
concerned to show causey if they had anys why the petition should not
be granted, and appointed a committee to decide what further steps
should be takene3 This committee recommendeds in turny that another
committee be appointed to repair to the township at the proprietors!
expense and there to consider the several matters oontained in
previous petitions. The latter committee, appointed January 4, 1754,
met with the proprietors on August 20, 1754« Its report, accepted
by the General Court on November 6, 1754,- recommended that a
treasurer be named and empowered to require all colleotors forthwith
to account for and to pay the several assessments committed to them,
that the proprietors be empowered to levy taxes for preaching and to
summon a meeting for the purpose of selecting a minister, and that
all taxes be on the basis of allotments laid out in the first grant.
The report listed the 28 lots where the aonditiaons of settlement had
been mety and recommended that the proprietors of the remaining 32°
lots be enjogned to settle immediately, at the risk of forfeiting
their right, Despite these difficulties there were, by 1760, 25
families in the township.7 and on March 54 1761, the proprietors,
at a meeting held in "Falltown," extended a call to Rev. Job Wright.

L

l. Province Resolves, XIV, che 116, pe 585.

2+ Massachusetts Archives, CXVI, 19Q~192.

3. Ibid., ppe 421, 422; Province Acts and Resolves, XV,
che 109y pw 50

L4s Massachusetts 4rchives, CXVI, 423

5¢ Ibidey CXVI,s 424-425; Province Resolves, XV, ch. 104y pe 208.

6. Massachusetts Archives, CXVI, 424, L425; Province Resolves,
XVy che 104e pe 208 ¢

Te Kelloggs Opy citey pe 37.
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Mr. Wright "excepted" the terms of settlement and salary, and was in-
duoted on July 1, 1761.1

On December 16, 1761, eight proprietors of Fall Town, including
John Burk and two members of the Sheldon family, petitioned Governor
Francis Bernard, His Ma jesty!'s Council, and the House of Representatives
that the place be incorporated into a town :

by the name of Barnard and be invested with all the privileges

of the rest of the Towns in this province and be directed to

reise their taxes and defray their charges as the rest of tho

towns do excepting a reasoneble tax upon the unimproved lands for
the presenty and considering the large number of proprietors in
said Townships their great expense in settling two ministers, and
a large tract of land falling into New Hampshire, your memorialists
humbly pray the proprietors of said Fall Tcwn may have a tract of
land granted to them to meke them gqual with other grantees of the
government for service done. .« . oy

A few months later, on March 3, 1762, the Governor oonocurring on
March 6, the General Court responded favorably:

the Plantation aforesaid bounded as followeth (viz) north on
the Province line, South partly on Deerfield partly on Green-
field, East upon Northfield and West on Colrain be end hereby
is erected into a Town by the Name of Bernardston and that all
the Inhabitants thereof be and hereby are Invested with all
the Powers Priviledges and Immunities whioh the Inhabitants

of the Towns within this Province do enjoye

Elijah williams was named to summon the first town meeting to choose
"Such Officers as are or shall be required by law to manage the Affairs

of Said Town."3

The town was named in honor of Governor Bernard, although the
petitioners for incorporation asked that the town be called "Barnard."

The warrent calling the first meeting read:

l. Proprietor's Recordsy, first vol., l?éE:iﬁié. pe 185y
see entry 8.

2. lassachusetts Archives, CAVII, 768. Full text also in
Bernardston (Tovin) Records, seoond vol., 1786-1815,
entry 7y hereafter cited as Town Records.

3. Province Actsy IV, chs 42, ppe 530, 531« Full text also in
Town Records, first vols, 1762-86y p. 1, seg entry 7.

Ls Kellogge ope 0itesy pe 38+ The governor!s name was actually
pronounced as though spelled with an "a"; the petitioners were employing
e phonetic form of spelling. The name of the town is, however,

Ber! nards ton,

Pe 1y See

L
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Whereas the Subsoribers have received a VWarrant from Maj'r
Elijah iiilliams of Deerfield Wherein I am Required to Warn
all the Inhabitants of this Town who are Qualified by law
to Vote in Town Affairs to meet at the Meeting House in this
Town on the Eleventh day of May next at Nine of the Clock
in the forenoon to choose all Such Officers as are or shall
be by law Required to manage the affairs of the Town These
are therefore to Warn the above Mentioned Inhabitants to
meet at the time and Place above mentioned then and there
to act on the above mentioned Affairs,.

Ebef'r Shelden Jun'r
Dated in Bernardston April 26th 1762

Summoned in this fashion, the voters held the first town meeting
and elected a moderator, town clerk, town treasurer, three combined
selectmen and assessorsy a constable, tithingman, two "#Wardens,"
thres surveyors of highways, two deer reeves, three hogreaves, two
fence viewers, and a sealer of weights and measures, At the second
annual mesting, held at the home of Remembrance Sheldon (or Shelden)
on March 7, 1763, additional officers cilled surveyors of wheat and
surveyors of shingles and clapboards were eleoted.s

By 1765 Bernardston had a population of ZBO.LL They were an
industrious and resourceful peopley if only owing to the exigencies
of ecreating a civilization in the midst of wilderness.. In 1764
they built two roads, one from "the Bridge by the Saw Mill to Lieut
Sheldens," the other from house lot number 16 to Moses Scott's house,
where the two roads met. In 1767 another road from the saw mill to
Joseph Slate's home and from there to Sergeant Allen's house as far
as the swamp was confirmed.  In 1764 also, it was voted to build a
pound 34 feet square.7 In 1767 a committee was elected "to clear up
one acre within the bounds of the burying place where the land has

le Town Records, first vol., 1762-86, p. 3, see entry 7.

24 Ibldo. PP e 3’ 4.

34 Ibidui De 6s

Le Abstrect of the Census of Massachusetts, 1860. From
the Bighth U.,S« Census, prepared under the direction of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, pe 256. Hereinafter ocited as
Abstract, 1860.

5« Proprietor's Records, first voles 17351819, pe 2l
8se entry 8.

6+ Town Records, f£irst vol., 1762-86, DP. 19. sec entry 7.

7- _I_‘lz}_g_i.. Pe 8.
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been ussd for hurying.“l This old burying ground, which was fenced in
1856, is still Bernardston's only cemetery.

But these improvements did not signify any comparable improvement in
the financial status of the community. The State archives contain many
pleas for assistance Dby the inhabitants and proprietors of Bernardston.
On June 10, 1762, in response to a petition that the province tax be
abated and that a tax be laid "on their lotted Lands for three years to
enable them to pay their Minister his Settlement and Salary.«"3 the General
Court passed an act enabling the proprietors to levy fresh taXes on non-
resident proprietors and to sell, within 60 days after the assessment was
made, the property of those persons negleoting to pay.LL On March 3, 1763,
the aot of the proprietors' assessors in selling the lands of certain
delinquents was confirmed.’> On February 15, 1764, John Burk, agent of the
town of Bernardston, lodged a petition with the General Court for relief
from public taxation. The court ordered that the assessors draw up and
return to it a full list of the golls and real and personal estates in the
town at its next session in May. On June T, 176l, Burk again petitioned
the General Court, stating thet the proprietors at the time of incorporation
were indebted to Rev. Job Wright for his settlement and part of 1 year's
salary; that the st of incorporation had made no provision for raising
money for this expense; and requesting that the proprietors be allowed to
call a proprietors' meeting in order to levy taxes on the grants in order
to pay this and other debts contracted before incorporation.7 On June 14
the General Court granted the petition.8 The following day it granted in
part another petition of John Burk. This petition alleged that "their
numbers are yet small, having only 31 Families and 49 Poles (polls); that
the War has so retarded their Settlements that they have put 400 Acres of
improved Land in said Town, and yet they have been taxed the three last
years, for two of which they have paid k58 and have now a Tax upon them
for Bl9 which cannot be colleocted but by distress. And Praying that it
may be abated." The General Court deferred action upon this petition to
the next session, but directed the province treasurer "not to Issue any
warrant for ye Enforceing payment thereof in ye mean time ."9 On Fehruary
14, 1765, the court granted further relief by empowering the proprietors
to call to account all collectors and treasurers for money not yet turned
ine

c————————————— - . o ——— - S————— I 7 — Y —

1. Ibidse pe 196

———

2., 1Ibid., fourth vol., 1848-66, p. 158.
. wouoted in Province Asts, IV, 785.

Tbid., IV, oh. 8, D« 723.

Ibides XVII, ch. 403, p. Lib.

Toid., ch. 240, p. 613.

Massachusetts Archives, XIV, 383.

8e Ibides CXVIII, 49-50.

9. Ibid., p. L44; Province Resolves, XVII, ch. 84, P. 56,

10. Province Resolvess XVII, ch. 19, pe 736.
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In 1765 occurred the first of a series of land changes which
altered greatly the area and boundaries of the town of Bernardston.
Several proprietors of the town, having shown the General Court that
"on running the line between this Province & New Hampshire, they lost
seven thousand three hundred and fifty acres of land," were granted,
on June 25, 1765, the same amount of the unappropriated lands belong-
ing tothe province. On November 1, 1765, the plan of the 7,350
acres was submitted to the General Court, and was confirmed, " Provided
it Does not exceed ye Contents of ye Grant nor Interfere with any
former Grant."? On December 2y 1779 25756 acres of land on the west
side of the Grecn River was ceded to Colraine3 Finally, on March 12,
1784y the district of Leyden was set off, upon the complaint of the
inhabitants thaet they had difficulty in reaching the meeting house.
Leyden was not grantzd the right to have a scparate representative
to the General Court, howover .t

By 1775 the 4 families which had timidly begun the settlement of
Fall Fight Township by building 4 "forts" had dewveloped into a
community with a population of nearly 500;5 Despite the intermittent
wars with the Indiens and the rcluctance of the town's own proprietors
to settle in the town, it hed nevertheless comménccd a number of

the Fall Riwver, had bridged the river, and had made its first school
eppropriations Along the Fgll River several industries had appeared.
By 1770 the original sawmill ordered by the proprietors in 1737 had
been suppliedy with an attendant grist mill.6 One other sawmill at
least had begun operations, as well as a faotory for turning wooden
furniture, farm articles, and tool handles; a gin distillery; a
shingle mill; a ocorn mill; and several others. Three inns were being
operated, two of them in the forts of pioneers Elijah Sheldon and

John Burk; one was considered a wvaluable link in the chain of stations
on the Greenfield-Brattleboro stage route to the northe! In 1774 the
town voted to build a bridge over Fall River "between this town and
Greenfield, provided Greenfield Build their part of Said Bridge next
Summer."8 1In 1781 4 pounds and 10 shillings were appropriated to pay
a mastey workman for framing the town's part of ;the bridge at the

iron works and to purchase rum for the raisinge’ In 1791 an agent

Was appointed to requsst the General Court for permission to hold a
lotter{ in order to raise funds to build a bridge over the Deerfield
River. 0

le Massachuset®ts Archives, V, 245-249; Province Resolves,
XVIII, che 85y pe Lle

2+ Province Resclves, XVIII, che 122, pe 65

Fe Ibido, Ve che 21, PPe 11:;6' 1127«

Le Acts, 1784y ohe 45y pPpe 616-617.

5+ Kelloggs Opes 0itey Pe 73; Town Records, first vol., 1762~
864 pe 12, see entry Te

6. Town Records, first vole, 1762-86, p. 12, see entry 7.

T« Kelloggs Ope 0itey pe 57

8+ Town Records, first vole, 1762-86,4 pe 59+ sce entry 7.

9% Ibhidss De 1lbq

10s Ibids, second vol, 1786=1815, Do 8lie
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The thrifty settlers utilized every netural advantage. By 1769 one
of the nearby hills had already yielded 20 tons of limestons, and enough
low-grade ore had been dug to operate a small iron faundry.l The "new"
method of making sugar and molasses from the sap of the maple tree was
especially popular in Bernardston.© The first physician, Polyocarpus
Cushian by name, arrived in town in 1777.

Meanwhile, town meetings were still being held in private homes, the
owners of the houses being paid for the privilege.™ In 1767 a committee
was clected to determine where the new me-ting house should be located ;
the following year its resport wgs accopted.” By 1772 the first meeting
housc was ap.arently completad. Less than 20 years later, however, in
1788, me-tings were again being held in private homes, and the question
of repajring the old meeting house or building a new one was being dis-
cussed.- In 1791 it was decided to build new meeting houss "as fast
ascen be consistent with Reason at this Season of th year."’ In 5
years the second meeting house was completeds™”

These peaceful pursuits were interrupted to a certain extent by the
outbreak of the Revolutionary Ware. Bernardston supported the revolution-
ary cause with unstinting loyalty. Within a month after the battle of
Lexington, the town voted to "provide Sixteen miT with what are already
Enlisted to Serve in the Campain at Cambridge." On February 19, 1778,
a bonus of $50 was offered to every volunteer who would enlist for a
period of at least 8 months. ¢ Though historians differ on the exact
number of Bernardston men wihc served at one time or another in the army,
one estimate places the total at about 50, of whom 1 p,rsog,ut least,
Captain Caleb Chapin, played an important purt in the w.re. J n 2ddition
the town contributed in e single yeor Z.?Bh pounds of boafy, and a large
amount of wheat, bread, and blankots et

1. Xcllogg, Op. 9}2",3. 60.

2., Ibidey Pe 7o

3. Town Records, first wvol., 1762-86, p. Le see entry 7.
HE htdes pi 3l

e Ibidsy P 236

6. Ibide, Dpe 26y 27,

7o Ibidey pe 49.

8. Ibicd., second vol., 1786-1815, pe 4l
9 "SThif ., D 9he
10. Ibidey ppe 128, 150,
185 dfhids, Pirat voley: 1762+86y Ds. He
124 Tbil e pe Bl.
15+ Kellogzs ope cite, p. 80,
14« Town Records, first vol., 1762-86, ppe 86, 117, 119, see
entry T g
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Bernardston had the usual five~man "committee of inspection" and a
committee of equal size as a "committee of correspondence.“l From 1776
through 1780 the two committees were combined as the "committee of
corluuyondunOD. inspeotion and safety," with the number of its members
varying from three to ssven.

As was customary, the affairs of the original Congregational church
were considered town matters. It was the town meeting, for instance,
which dismisged Reve Job tiright in 1782 and hired his successor, Reve.
Amasa Cooksy” The formal separation of this church and the town took
place in 1817.4 1In 1823 the church was removed to its present site in
Bernardston Village, and in the summer of 1824 it was rebuilt. It was

again rebuilt, and dedicated anew on October gl, 1850. By this time it
had become definitely Unitarian in sentiment. By an act passed
February 19, 1891, its rights werc confirmed, its past proce-dings
ratified, and its name gstablished as the Congregational Unitarian
Socicty of Bernardston.® The church was given a parsonage in 1863, and
pipe organ in 1871, but few other ochanges have ooocurred.

As early as 1782 certain proressed Baptists wers freed of the minis-
terial tax in Bernardston,/ and in 1789 a Beptist society was organized.
It built a church the following year, but dissension among its members

so weakened it that the church cVentuaTlv had to be sold. It was re-
organized in 1808, however, and a new meeting house was built in

1817.9 It was rez{uceu by the present church building dedicated on
December 10, 1851. It was remodeled and an organ installed in 1915,

Although historians state that Methodist classes were held irregu-
larly in Bernardston as eurly as 1799, 11 he extant records date only
from 1829« From 1830 to 1842 the classes were held regularly, with the
nunber of attsendants inoreasing from 10 to 35 On April 5, 1842, the
group "Voted themselves into a society to be called the Methodist
Episcopal Society in Bernardston." Meetings were held in Goodale
Academy Hell, the Universalist meeting house, and the town hall, until
e church was built in 1552.i2 It was a white, wooden building, 30 feet
by 4O feet, with a bell tower which, however, has never contained =
bells About 1881 it was enlarged and a vestibule added. By 1912 the
number of members had perceptibly declined; many of the later ministers

- ———— ——v——— = —— b e ~—

1. 1"lf4., PDe Ol o
o Ibifies. DPDa B9 15y 99+

3« Ibid., pp. 127, 136.

L. Kellogg, ops oitey, pe. 128,
5
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7

+ Holland, op. citey II, 323.
« Acts, 1891, ch. 22.
« Town Reoords, first vol., 1762-86, pe 121, see entry 7.

s Ihidey seoond vols, 1786-1815, pe 9.

9+ John Warner Barber, Historical Colleotions, pe 235.

10« Holland, Oope cite, II, 322.

1le Ibidey ps 323

12, TIbid.
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were supplied from adjoining towns. Last regular services were held
Baster Sunday, 1912, after whioh the sooiety meyged with the Goodale
Memorial United Churche. However, summer services are occasicnally held
in the Methodist building.

It would appear from the original churoh records in Bernardston that
dissatisfaction with the adoption of Unitarien beliefs by the First
Congregational Church first arose in 1822, and that a dissenting group
formed the Orthodox Congregat®onal Society in Bernardston on January 13,
182l One authofity. however, places the date of formation of the new
society in 1823, Prior to the .ereotion of its first meeting house in
1831, it was also known as the Second Congregational Church and as the
First Prssbyterian Scociety in Bernardstons In 1831 it beocame as the
Evangelical Congregational Church, and in 1833 reverted to its original
name, Orthodox Congregetional Society in Bernardston. In 1846 a new
mesting house on the site of the original building was dediocated.¢ In
1891 the building was repaired, and in the same year the society altered
its name to the Goodale Memorial Church. It was united in 1912 with the
Methodist Episoopal Church, under the appellation of the Goodale Memorial
United Church, using the building, a wooden strugture with a bell tower
and a bell, of the Orthodox Congregational groups In 1930 the ochurch
spire was destroyed by lightning and replaced by a more modest spire,
and in 1935 an organ was installed.

A "Restoration Socicty® was formed in Bernardston, and its first
services were. held in 1820, in one of the village sohool houses. The
following year use was made of the Baptist churoh. In 1823 a building
was erectedy and the organization took the name of the "First Universal-
ist Society." The land on which the building stood was not, however,
purchased from Job Goodale until the following year. In 1852 the church
wes repaired and rededicated. During the next decsdes, many parish-
ionsers joined the Universalist Church in Leyden, neocessitating the re-
organization of the sosiety in 1872, with e membership of 1l6. The group
continued to be small, however; the last settled minister resigned in
1879+ Prcaching continued until about 1835, and in 1890 the ohurgh
building was deeded to the Massachusetts Universalist Convention.” Its
rermaining members joined various other religious groups o+

On Dacember 3, 1770y the town voted that the seleotmen should
provide a school master and appoint the time and place where school

T B B i B e
2. Holland, op. oites II, 323,

3+ Franklin County Registry of Decds, Greenfisld, (lransoribed
Property Records), Book 413, p. 4l.

Le Kelloggy Ops 0itey ppe 174=178; Barber, Op. oitey pe 235;
Hollﬂ.nd' Ope E}-E" II’ 32“.0
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should be kegc.l Six pounds was appropriated for this purpose.2 In
1772 it was voted to raise one shilling and sixpence for each scholar;
boys from 6 to 16, and girls from 6 to 12, were reckoned as soholars,
and were sent to various private homes for schooling.’ It was esti-
mateﬁ at this time that there were 90 children of both sexes of school
ase e On December 6y 1784, twenty pounds was appropriated for "support-
ing PublickrSchools in town," the first appropriation for that purpose
since 1772+ A oommittee was elected to divide the town into four
school districts, each of which should be responsible for building and
meintaining its_own school.® The report of this committee was con-,
firmed in 1786.7 By 1800 the number of districts had risen to six,

but it is olear that most of these distriet schools were held at

private homes. In the same year a school committee of six, one from
each schocl district, was elecoted to officet9 This committee of six
controlled 2ll sohool affairs until 1843 when it was voted that cach
sohool distriot might eleot_its own prudential school committee with
power to hire the teachers. Nevertheless, a "visiting" or "superin-
tending" sochool committee, generally of three members, was elected
regularly. In 1874 the prudential committees werec abolished 1< By

this timey 1874y the school budget, whioh had been $140C in 1800 and

$400 in 1839, had increased to $6OC.15 In 1895 the town accepted the
provisions of Chapter 451 of the Acts of 1888, pertaining to the employ-
ment of a superintendent of sohoofgjrh In that year the school a
priation was $1,000. Two years latery, in 1897, the budget was
$1,206,+3 and remained at that figure until 1909 when it jumped to
$24000.+° In 1920 $6,000 was spent for the schools;~' in 1925 it was
almost tripled again, reaching the sum of $16, 000418 Since 1935
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$17,300 has been spent annually for the school system in Bernardston.l
Re imbursements from the State of Massachusetiss from local trust fundss
and from other towns for high school tuition, however, total $10, 000
annuallg; thus the net cost to the town of Bernardston is approximately
$7,0000

The expansion of the town's sohool system was supplemented on
Jenuary 24, 1833, when the General Court passed an act incorporating
Goodale Aosdemy, & private school whose trustees were given the power
to hold real and personal estate not exceeding $20.OOC.3 In addition to
providing for tre site and school building, Mr. Goodale gave the town a
fund of $200 to be lent out at interest by the town treasurer until it
hed reached $20,000 The income thercafter was to be used for publio
education and relisf.u The Academy flourished for a period of only 20
years; however, its closing enabled this fund to reach the $20,000 mark
within e comparatively short time. The income from this fund is now
given for relief; in 1939 the amount was $50?.13.5

The town was not without secondary school education for long. On
March 22, 1856, it acgepted & legacy of $10,000 from Edward E . Powers,
of Columbus, Georgia. One-half of the income was to be used for the
support of the common or publioc schools in Bernardston, provided that the
town raised and expended for the support of its common sochools not less
than $300 annually. The other half of the inocome_was to be used to
meintain a grammar or high school in Bernardston.7 On Ootober 1h4, 1856,
the recommendation by the trustees of tge Powers Fund that a building be
erected on a suitable site was adopted. The Powers Institute now hsas
47 pupils in its elementary department (grades 6-8)y and 68 in its high
school saction.9 The first trustees were 18 in number, with 6 elected
annually for 3-year terms. They consisted of one representative from
each of the six school districts in Bernardston, seven members at large,
two representatives from Greenfield, one From Leyden, ons from Gill, and
one from Northfield.lo Since 1897s however, all trustees have been

le Ibides PPe 3).L61 )4.12.

2. Annuel Report of the Town Officers and Committeess 1939s Pe 27»
see entry 2, hereinafter oited as Annual Reporte.

3« Laws, 1833, che 10

L. Town Records, third vole, 1816~48, p. 218, see entry To

5. Annual Reporty 1939, pPe 63, 80y see entry 2.

6. Town Records, fourth volass 1848-66, pe 142, see entry Te

T Ihldo’ PP e 142, 1&30

8e Ibides DPPe 161.].’ 166.

9. Annual Report, 1939, p. 20, see entry 2e

10s Town Records, fourth vol., 1848-66, pe 150, see entry T
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elected by the town of Bernardston.l They are 12 in number, 4 elected
annually for 3=-year terms.2 Powers Institute is considered part ef
the public school system, and from the first tuition has been free to
residents of Bernardstones The trustees merely control the endowment
fundse

In 1895 Mrs. Susan Se. Clark, of Hartford, Connecticut, gave the
town $5,000 to establish the Aretas Ferry Funde The income is
expended, under the direction of the trustees anﬁ principel of Powers
Institutey for educational purposes in the towne

In addition to the institute, there are four elementary schools
in Bernardston. The Green School had, in 1939, an enrollment of 36;
the South School, the East School, and the Bald Mountain School,
each had 19« The total school population is 208,

Though several Bernardston men, notably Ezekiel Root and Capte.
Caleb Chepin, participated in Shays' Rebellion (1787-1788), the history
of Bernardston from the end of the Revolutionary War to the Civil
iar was a period of tranquility and steady growthe A number of
volunteers - one text says 13 - enlisted in the War of 1812, hut in
general Bernardston strongly disapproved of the conflict, holding,
with most of New England, that the President has no authority to
demand men from the states. It preferred to concentrate on produc-
ingy hay, grain, apples, tobacco, and dairy produots.8 With the
passage of time, maple sugar, lumbering, and the manufacture of
cutlery were added to the town's industriese.

Other major events prior to the Civil War were the annexation
in 1838 of part of Greenfield,’ the advent of the Connecticut River
Railroad (Now the Boston and Maine) in 1847-48 from the southwest,+©
and the construction in 1844 of a new town halll which has served
the town to the present time.

Ibid., fifth cole, 1867-1912, p. 451,

Annual Report, 1939, pe 3, see entry 2.

Town Records, fourth vol., 1848-66, pe 150, see entry 7.
Ibide, fifth volas, 1867-1912, ppe L14-417.

o Annual Report, 1939, pe. 20, see entry 2.

« Kelloggy Ope 0itey pe 83

Te _I})_i:-q" Pe 85-

B‘ _I__b_i_(}o, Pe 693.

9+ Lawsy, 1838, che 117,

10s Aots, 1844, che 18L4; 1847, ohe 262; 1847, ch. 265,

11« Town Records, third vol., 1816-48, pe 359 see entry 7.
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The town responded militantly to the outbreak of the Civil War.
On July 22, 1862, it authorized & bounty of $100 to be paid to each vol-
unteer, and it was "Resolved that we as citizens of the Town of Bernardston
1'ith a view to the suppression of the most atrocious rebellion of modern
times, do hereby heartily indorse the polioy of the President of the
United States and hereby express our confidence in his tried patriotism,
his integrity and devotion to the welfare of the vhole nation."l 4n
incomplete compilation lists 33 soldiers who enlisted for 3 years, and
2Ly volunteers who enlisted for 9 months. Fourteen of these were killed«3

On September 13, 1862, Bernardston accepted a gift from Henry W.
Cushman of $1,000 to establish a free public library, $100 a year
for the enlargement of the library, and $500 for the erection of a
library building - in all, $2,500, Upon Mr. Cushman's death in 1864,
he left to the town, in addition, a boarding house called Cushman Hall
and the lot on which it stood, valued at $5,000, for the use of the
library and the Powers Institute; and the income from another fund of
$2,500 for the purchase of library books. Another traot of land he
donated for conversion into a public park. He directed that these
bequests be managed by a committee, incorporated by the Commorwealth,
consisting of the trustees of the Cushman Library, the president of
the board of trustees of Powers Institute, and two other persons, %o
be called the Cushman Hell Committee. The bequest was accepted by the
town on April 16, 1864 The Trustees of the Cushman Library were in-
corporated on May 20, 1867.4

In 1886 part of Leyden was amnexed to Bernardston, following the
payment of $250 to the former town and ratification by the Bernardston
town meeting. The tract annexed was about a mile in length and began
at the junction of the town lines of Leyden, Bernardston, and Greenfield.

By this time, 1885, the number of farms in Bernardston had in-
creased to 139, with a total produce worth 132,981« Maple sugar produots
and lumber had replaced in importance grain-raising and dairy products;

a cutlery factory, the only industry in town, employed 15 people.
The seven district schools wére valued at $6,500,
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. Ibide, fourth vol., 1848-66. pp. 289, 292, 293.
2. Ibid., ppe 415, 416,

3. Kelloggs, ope cites pe 89.

L. Town Records, fourth vol., 1848-66, pp. 335-342, see entry 7;
Acts, 1867, ohs 261, ;

5. Acts, 1886, ch. 196.

6. Kelloggy Ops cites po 214,
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In more recent years Bernardston has again become a strictly
agricultural community. Its only industry with an income of over
$5,000 is a dairy products concerns The cutlery, farm implement,
maple sugar, and other industries have virtually disappeared. The
town hass; however, oapitalized on its natural beauty to some extent
and holds oonsiderable tourist interest. The visitors are largely
interested in the mountains that surround the town (Jest Mountain,
Bald Mountain, #Wildoat Mountain), the picturesque brooks (Dry Brook,
Mill Brook), and the Fall River as it outs a deep gorge through the
town on its way to the Falls a mile below the town limits.

The population statisties indicate a remarkably stationary
population through the past century and a half. In 1790 the popu-
lation was 691; in 1800 it was 780; in 1810 it was 811, and in 1830
it was 992. his was the peak year; in 1850 the population was
937;2 in 1870 it was 961,- in 1890 it was 770,% in 1910 it _was 741,
and in 1930 it was 893. The population is now (1935) 975,
approximately the same as 1850.

The purchase of a fire pump was authorized in 1900, and a chief
fire engineer and three assistants were appointed. In 1908 a fire
chief was eclected./ No further steps were taken leading to the
establishment of an adequate fire and water system, however, until
1910 when the General Court authorized Fire District No. 1 in
Greenfield to distribute water "through those parts of the towns of
Shelburne, Colrain and Bernardston in which its water mains may be
S, 8 In 1916 the General Court passed an act providing
for & municipal water supply but the town failed to ratify it.
Finally, the Bernardston Fire and water Distriot was established by
an aov of the General Court passed on March 7, 1930. This act
defined the boundaries of the district, empowered it to purchase
water from the town of Greenficld, and authorized the election,
annually, of a district clerk and a distriet treasurer. It provided
for the election of three water commissioners, eleeted, one annually,
for 3-year terms.) Two auditors and a moderator are also elected

1. Abstract, 1860, pp. 202-203.

2. Tbid.

3. United States Department of the Interior, The Statistics of
the United States, Embracing the Tables of Race, Nationality, SexX,
Selected Ages, and Occupations, I, 166.

L. United States Department of the Interior, Report on the
Population of the United States at the Eleventh Census: 1890, I, 199.

5. Massaohusetts Secretary of State, The Decennial Census.
HOA5Y- D 12 X

6. Town Reocords, fifth vols,, 1867-1912, p. 500, see entry 7.

7. Ibid., p. 643-

8. Aots, 1910, ch. 432, seoc. 1.

9. Ibid., 1930, ch. 93.
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First Entry pe 34 Historical Sketch

annually by the district.l This aot was amended on June 9, 1936, to allow
for the exemption of persons from taxation who could derive no beneflits
from the distriot owing to the location of their property, and for the
inspection by the State Department of Health of all sources of water
supplye

Bernardston is located in Franklin County, on the Massachusetts-
Vermont line, about 100 miles northwest of Boston. with an area of 24
squarc miles, it is bounded on the east by Northfield, on the south by
Greenfield and Duurfigld, on the west by Colrain, and on the north by
the Statec of Vermont.?

1. (Minutes of Distriot Meetings)s Dps lLs 8s 49 égg entry 82,

2. Aotsy 1936, oh. 321,

3. Massachusetts General Court, A Manual for the
Court, p. 192.

[
1]
(0]

of the General
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GOVERNAMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND R=CORDS SYSTEM

Governmental Organizationl

During its long history, Bernardston has had 30 or more town
offices in‘existence at one time or another; about half of these are
now defunct. These obsolete offices may be divided into three groups.
The first group began with the ineorporation of the town in 1762 or
shortly thereafter, and became obsolete by 1800. In this category are
the wardens (1762-92), survyeors of wheat (1763-94), deer recves (1762~
96, surveyors of shingles and clapboards (1763-98), and heywards
(1770-92) « A second group of offices became defunct by 1876, and
included hog reeves (1762-1834), surveyors of highways (1762-1876),
surveyors of lumber (1792-1870), measurers of wood and bark (1853-70),
sealers of leather (1769-1810), and tithingmen (1762-18L46). A fina
group would include many offices which became defunct only recently:
Pound keeper (1797-1937)s, fence viewers (1762-1937), and field
drivers (1796-1937).' In this latter group all officers were appointed
by the selectmen before being discarded.

Of the offices which have continued from the incorporation of the
town to the present time, the four most important - selectmen, modera-
tor, tovn clerk and treasurer - have remained substantially unchanged.
Since 1807, however, the same person has served both as town clerk
and treasurer.‘ Other long-lived offices are those of sealer of
veights and measures (elective from 1762 through 1928, appointive
from 1929 to the present) and constahles (elective from 1762 to the
present, although suffering changes in funotions). -The selectmen
served as assessors from 1762 through 1907; since that time, the
board of assessors has been a separate office, consisting of three
men eleocted, one annually, for 3=-year terms. The surveyors of wood
and lumber, established in 1871, combined the offices of surveyors
of lumber and measurers of wood and bark.  The town auditors, consisting
of three persons elected annually, were established in 1867, but
Were merely an outgrowth of earlier committees elected "to settle
accounts with the treasurer" and "to examine town accounts." The
constables acted as tax collectors until 1903, but singe “that time
& separate tax collector has been elected annually. Overseers of
the poor have been elected at various times since 1790, but since
1854 the selectmen have performed their duties. School committees
of various sorts have been elected since 1796.

l. For a general description of the functioning of town
government in Massachusetts, see the forthcoming volume on, Town
and City Government in Massachusetts, to be published by the
Messachusetts Historical Records sSurvey .
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First Entry pe 34 Governmental Organization

Definitely new offices inclwde the tree warden, elected annually
since 1900; the trustees of the Gushman Library, eleoted for j-vaar
terms since 1863; and the superintendent of highways, appointed annually
by the selectmen since 1929.

The selectmen, in their capacity of a board of public welfare and a
board of public health, have appointive powers even more extensive than
those generally vested in selectmen.

Records System

In Massachusetts towns, the town clerk is ocustodian of the bulk of
town records. Since the town clerk in Bernardston is also the treasurer,
the number and importance of the records kept by him are greatly in-
oreased. His most ancient treasures are two volumes of proprietors!
records, covering the period from 1735 to 1835« The town records, in six
volumes, continue with the minutes of town meetings and eleotions from
1762 to dates Other material in possession of the town olerk inoludes
vital statistics, the annual reports of the town officer since 1881,
records of personal mortgages since 1832, dog licenses since 1859, and
meny records of lesser importance. As treasurer, his most important
record is a 17 volume journal, dating from 1757, during the days of the
proprietors, and continuing to the present time.

Other town departments also contain valuable records, more than is
customerily found, although it cannot he said that thoy are oomplete.
Minutes of the school committes meetings date from 1808; library records
dnte from the founding of the library in 1862; csscossors' valuation
lists begin as early as 1790; welfhre records, in five volumes, begin
in 183L4; and there exists a list of rogistered voters which runs from
1803 to the proscnt timee. Most of these records are in good condition.

1. For an account of tho record kecping systems in usc in
Messachusetts towns gonornlly, see the forthecoming volume on Town and
City Govermmont in Messachusettsy to ba published by Massnohusetts
Historical Reocords Survey.




HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS

The bulk of Bernardston records are kept in a smgll brick building
located back of the Town Halle. The building has a stesl door and s
small barred window, and is used as o storage wvault onlys PFacilities
for using the records in this place are very limited. Light oan be ob=
tained only by leaving the door openj there is no way to heat the room
in winter, and it is always dusty.

A safe in the town office roomy, in the town hall, is completely
filled with selectmen's and assessors! records. If it wers replaced
by a larger, or an additional, safe, it would not be necessary for many
officersy including the town olerk (who is aiso treasurer), to keep
many of their records in their homes. Most of the officersy and
particularly the town clerk, take good care of their records; neverthe-
lessy they would be much more accessible if they were located in the
Town Hall. Records of the school department are divided between the
Northfield High School, in the pPrincipal's office, and in Powers
Institute.

Bernardston Town Hall, Churoh Street

Depository Town Office Town Vault
PO B O e o vty ae e b B S e Bl i .Behind Town Hall
S T e S S T H oy - & e e e JA4x14x13

T R T e S TR R g - L0 et St e T «2, 548

Class of Construction. . . 5 {2 S R S e R et S 1
BEENIRD e« . o Wool. S roawneil + «Asbestos
e e e oL - | Bt s o e« « o « oNone
IR IE o s v i aBotdi T Poor
LR R A G e e Ly s e e JFair
ARLonoements o oo v s v FEIP s i v e
Physical Condition o 0 a5 ¢0000 e e b e e o R POOY
Room for Bxpansion™« & ¢:iZiNones =% & +o0 " o=l «Ample
Department havinge o ¢ « « «Seleotmen « « « o« « « « JClerk
records there. + « « o . JASSessors Voo s e eSO lootMen
Assessors
Colldctor
Board of Health
Rega of Voters
School Committee
Trustees of Powers
Institute
Trustees of Cushman
Library
Board of Welfars
Treasurer
Sealer of Weights &
Measures
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Housing

Cushman Library,
Church Street

Northfield High School
Main Stes Northfield

Depository Reference Room

Loeation.......-............1st F£lOOrsscascncssrnrac
DimmensionsS-escssectreaceseenn 31x20x12,.. ......... e
Cubic Feeb-coceeerniienannn ToEhO oo o ot Feroiliatotate

Superintendent's Of fioe
«2nd floor

+10x7x8

560

Class of Construction....... 2 Te LA S R & S RS RS . o2nd
Shelving..-.......... ...... .\"[ood_....................-None
Containers::-sss-eere-s e OO ereeie sty aFete eiutece ois Steel
ler‘tlng. ................ vesGOOd esecevsr e Cote. N Good
Acoessibility-------'-------G00d~-------- ...... AR RPN ¢ Yo 00 &
Arrangementescecc et A RO e tets iareis seieie pleis avere- e FEET
Physical Condition..........Good......... ..... v essaood
Room for Expunsion..........Ample ..... R R SR O None

Departments having..«.......Trustees
records there Library

", |
of Cushmanes+--

*School. Superintendent
Trustees of Powers
Institute

Powers Institute, Church Street

Depository Principal's Store Room
Locationeeseersescsecenne RS 1T - Pl i Bl 010 D 1 PSP o A i e b e 2nd floor
Dimensionsceceescocas e e 20R20XT8 s oo Sisnss. sarve s e 15x11x11
Looimt SR e Sestate D00 s e s s R v s Lba vk 1,815
Class of Construction...... 3rde.ceeses SRS T ..3rd
Shelving.....cceeeveenen Sy KoVers R S SO T e v s Tood
COntaINOTS .- corsossossosoeHOODaoeosacoscasasevonnne None
Lighting.cococeveeeneen. SR o00 S v ns i e ST Good
Accessibilityecervoecerceces GOOAasrornrenens e oe Good
Arrangement..-~--- ..... et (FOO0 ea s SR e AR, Ao O b o
Physical Condition......... GOOR e ev e vse s i e . Pair
Room for EXpansions:«ccceee AMPle evevesioccasenese .+ Ample
Depertments having......... Trustees of Powers...... Trustees of Powers

records there Institute nstitute

s ——— .~ s —— p——— * —— b = o ——_ % | O e S S . 1 85 et s
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The town officials having records in their homes at the time of
the inventory were the following:-

Rt s C

Name Address Of fice Held Records of
Percy Buchan South Street, Tax Collector Tex Collector
Bernardstan
Georgia Le iWyatt Center Street, Town Clerk Town Clerk
Bernardston Treasurer Treasurer
Henry O« Root South Street, Sealer of Weights Sealer of
Bernardston and Measures feights and
Measure-
Margaret Dunell South Street, Member of School School Com-
Bernardston Committes mittee
Abbie Je. Nelson 0ld Northfield Treasurer, School Dept.
Rde.y Bernardston Powers Institute (Powers
Institute)
M. A. Denison Parmenter Rd., Member, Bde of Public #elfare,
Bernardston Public Welfare 0Old Age
Assistance
R. B+ Franklin South Stes Selectmen Selectmen
Bernardston :
Lynn Wyatt Center Street, Clerk and Treas- Bernardston
Bernardston urer of Fire and
Bernardston Vater Dis-
Fire and Weter trict
District
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ABBREVIATICNS, SYMBCLS AND BEXPLANATORY NOTES

Abbreviations

.«salphabetically
.arranged, arrangement
.average

.bundle(s)

.chapter
.chronologically
.clerk

.collector
.discontinued
.established

«e.and following pages
oo floOT

.. shandwritten

.
-

°
.

off ..

Ope 0ite
Pee¢ PPe-
passim. .

ptdese
TMesss
Tdeeoo
Sel.. °
Shigees
strme.

Sup’c e
T.Hesoo

Treé@Sesee

«essin the same place VBessess
« «s.number vol(s) e
«cesnumerically
Symbols
by eoe
continues to date
inches

Explanatory Notes

Inventory Arrangement

<

.

offioce

work oited
page(s)
.occurring here and there
.printed

.room

.road
.selectmen
«Street
.storeroom
.superintendent
Tovm Hall
.treasurer
«Vault
«volume(s)

denotes omission in
quoted matter
equivalent to

The city and town offices are arranged in the order of their im-
portance from a functional viewpoint, with related offices grouped to-

gethere

Records within an office are olassified by subjeot.

Within

each subject classification entries are listed in the order of their
importance, and for records considered of equal importance a chronolog-
ical sequence is used.

Titles of Records

Exact titles of records are written in solid capitals without

parentheses e

In the absence of titles, descriptive titles have been

assigned, which are written in solid caps and enclosed in parenthesese
If a record title is not descriptive of the contents of the record, an
assigned explanatory title (or explanatory words)y written with initial
caps and enclosed in parentheses, has been addeds The current or most
recent title of a record is used as the entry title and title variation
is indiocated.

Dates

All dates used are inclusivee
broken datese

Missing records are indicated by
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Quantity

When two or more types of containers are considered in a single
entry, the quantity is shown in chronological order, insofar as
possible .

Labeling

The numbering, lettering, or other markings on & record are
shown in parentheses following the quantitys If no labeling is

indicated, it may be assumed there is none.

Discontinuance

Where no statement is made that the record was discontinued
at the last date shown in the entry, it could not be definitely
established that such was the case. Where no comment is made on
the absence of prior, subsequsnt, or intermediate recordsy no
definite information could be obtained.

Cross References

Title-line cross references are used to show the continuity of
a record series which has been kept separately for a period of time
and with other records for differsnt periods of time. An example is
shown in entry 13: "17.43-1810 in Bernardston (Town) Records, entry
7-ii a; 1752-1854 in Births- Deaths - Marrisge Intentions - Copies

and Originals - Miscellaneous - Town of Bernardston, entry 10-iii a;
1844-97 in (Record of) Births, Marriages and Deaths, entry 11." They
are also used in all artificial entrias, those set up to cover records
"hich are to be shown separately under their proper office even

though they are kept in records appearing elsswhere in the inventory,
as for example, the title-line cross refercnce in entry 9, "In Annual
Report of the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2."

Separate third-paragraph cross references from entry to entry,
and see also references with subject headings or subheadings are
used to show prior, subsequent, or closely related records which are
not parts of the same series.

Indexing
———

If a record is indexed, mention is made of & self-contained index
or reference to a separate index is indicateds If there is no index
to g record, the fact is stated in the entry,
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Condition of Records

)

-

Explanatory Notes

1f no comment is made regarding the ocondition of reoords, it may

be assumed be satisfactorye.

Dimensions

Except where otherwise indicated, dimensions of volumes, file

boxes or maps are shown in inoches;
in the order of length along bindin
dimensions of file cases, boxes, an
height, width, and depth.

Location
The location noted is that at

dimensions of volumes are given
g edge, width, and thickness;
d drawers are given in the order of

the @ate of the final field cheok

of the inventorys approximately I, months prior to publicationd Many

records, especially current ones, @&
and subject to frequent transfer £r
office« Shifts from one vault to a
lys The Historical Records Survey

re in constant use by offiocials

om office to vault or from vault to
nother also occur, but less frequent-
cannot guarantee that the record

will be found in the loocation noted, but merely thet the record was
found there at the date of the inventory field cheok.

iy




PART B. TOWN OFFICEZRS AND THEIR RECORDS

I. SELECTMEN

From 1762 through 1935 three selectmen were elected annually.1
Since 1936 they have been elected, one annually, for 3-year terms.

As in most New England towns, the seleotmen have had, and have
retained, a good deal of power. Except for 2 years, they were the
assessors during the entire period from 1762 through 1907.3 Since
1854y and on several ooccasions before that, they have been in charge
of relief matters in Bernardston, and now constitute the board of
public welfare. They have always attended to health matters, and are
now the regularly constituted board of healths In various Zears
before 1866 they were elocted to examine the town pocounts.t with
the exoeption of 1907, they were elected annually as fence viewers
from 1892 through 1930,2 and thereafter they appointed these officers
regularly through 1937, They were the pound keepers in 1929 and 1930.7
and appointed this officer at various times through 1937.8

In general the broad appointive powers of the sclectmen are of
fairly rccent date. Sinoce 1929 at least, they have appointed the
Special police, the public weighers, the moth superintendent, the
inspeotor of slaughtering, the inspector of animals and barns, the
fire warden, and the superintendent of highways .7 They have generally
appointed the sealer of welghts and measures since 1929, and the
Surveyors of wood and lumber and field drivers sinoce 1931. 0 Since
1936 they have appointed the burial agent and the sexton.

Town Records, first vole, 1762-86, ppe 3, 98; vol. 6, Pbe 12,
entry 7.

« Ibide, vol. 6, pp. 368, 41.

o Ibid., first vol., 1762-86, PP« 3y 98&; fifth vol., 1867-1912,

2
3
1
4+ Ibid., fourth vol., 1848-66, pp. 137, 202, 287.
S5« Ibid., fifth vol., 1867-1912, p. 356; vol. 6y Do 274.
6. Ibid., vol. 6, pp. 288, 389.
7« Ibid., pp. 265, 274.
8. Ibid., pp. 301, 334 367, 389.
9+ Annual Report, 1929, pe 351939, Py 3 See entry 2.
10. Town Records, vol. 6, pp. 288, 301, 389, 418, see entry 7.
1lls Information obtained from Mr. Melvin Denison, chairman,
board of selectmen.,.




A L ot w o e

Fase

(1-2) Seleotmen

1. RECORD (of Selectmen's Meetings), 1937--. 1 vole Prior
records missing.
Date of meeting, names of selectmen present, nature of bus iness transacted.
Arr. ohron. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 300 pp. 8% x 7 x 1.
Residence of Re E« Franklin (cl. of sel.), South St.

2. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTZES, 1881--.
6 vols. (4 vols., 1881-1937, 1=k, dated; 2 vols., 1958 ==,
dated). Missing: 1867-80. Title varies: Bernardston Town
Reports, 1881-1937, 4 vols.
Contains reports of town officers and committees as desocribed in entries
3, 9y 28, 34, 38y L7y 49y 51-53, 55, 56, 58-60, 65-67, 76, 78. Also
contains:
i. Jury list, 1888--: Names of persons selected for jury service
1935-- includes occupation of Jjuryman.
ii. Special reports, 1394, 1896-98, 1900, 1920-22, 1925=29, of:

&+ County agent, 1926, 1928-29: Account of activities at
community meetings, lectures, demonstrations; progress
of work in soil testing, marketing, disease control;
name of person assisting work.

b. County club agent, 1925-29: Ac ivities concerning
demonstrations, exhibits, L4-H Clubs.

c. Cushman legecy agent, 1896-98, 1900: Value of special
funds, 1896-97, 1900; names of payees, amount and
purpose of payments, 1896, 1898; emount of inocome from
investments, 1898.

d. Farm bureau secretary, 1920 Account of activites
concerning meetings, dluC ussion groups, home demon-
stration work; number of children enrolled in clubs,
names of persons assisting worke.

e. Home demonstration agent, 1927-29: Account of depart-
mental activities, attendance at meetings, demo@stra—
tions, projects sponsored by agent.

+ Superintendent of streets, 1921-22: Names of roads upon
which work was done, name of payee, amount and purpose
of payments, period for which payment was made, rate ‘
of pay of laborers, cost of materials.
g+ Town Hall repair committee, 1894: Name of payees, amount
and purpose of payments.
iiie Town-meeting minutes, 1915-16, 1933=35: For description, see
entry 7.

h

iv. Town-meeting warrants, 1886--: List of articles to be voted
upon ; place, time, date of mesting.

v. Town officers, list of, 1929--: Names of elected and appointed 1
officials, dates of elections of trustees, titles of office.
Arr. by subject. Indexed by subjeots Ptde I vols., 1881~1937, 500 ppe
10 x 5 % l; 2 volse, 1938--, 80 ppe 8 x 5 x 3. State Library, State
House,y Boston.
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Selectmen (3-6)

3+ (ANNUAL REPORT OF SELSCTLEN), 188l--, In Annual Report of
the Town Offiocers and Committees, entry. 2.
Contains:

ie. Appropriations, amount of departmental, 1881~--, 1888-90,
1909=~-y includes amount of recommended apprepriations;
1930== includes amount of special appropriationss

ii. Assets and liability acoounts, 1882-93, 1903=7: Amount of
collected, uncollected taxes; amount of unpaid bills;
balances 1885, 1888 includes namess value of securities
held by town.

iii. Certification of accounts by auditor, 1888-~: Amount of
total departmental payments., :

ive EXpenditures: Name of bayee ; amount, purpose of payment.
Includes: 1881-1911, names of paupers; type, amount of aid;
1894-1927, summary of expenditures; 1891-92, rate of pay
for highway labor; 1922, 1928, amount of Special payments
for Franklin County extension Service.

V. Insurance-policy statistics, 1928-33: Name of town buitding
insured, company insuring building; number of policy, amount
of premium, date of maturity of policye

vi. Narrative account of general town activities, 1881, 1892, 1895.

vii. Population of town compared with population 10 years ago,
1891.

viii. Recapitulation of departmental and other payments, 1928--:
Amount of appropriations, payments, unexpended balances,
overdrawings, reserve funds.,

ixs Receipts: Amount, source of income ; bAlance.

4+ (Reoord of) SELECTMEN'S ORDERS, 1879-=~s 21 volse.
Record of orders drawn on treasurer for payment of town bills: Name
of payee, department charged; amount, itemization, number, date of
order. Arr, chron,. by date of order and orders numbered consecu-
tivelys No index. Hdwe 100 pp. 114 x 3% x 1. Town Vaey T.H.
For treasurer's report on payments 188l-=, see entry 38-iii,

5« SELECTMEN'S (Original) ORDEERS, 1915==, 8 bdls.
Orders on treasurer for payment of departmental expenses: Name of
bpayee, department charged; amount, numbers purpose, date of order;
Signature of selectmen. Arre. chron. by date of order. No index.
How. on ptd. form. 16 x T X lUe Town vVae, T.H,

6. APPLICATION FOR A COMMON VICTUALER LICENSE, 1933--,
& file box.
Name, address of applicant, firm; deseription of premises, type of
license, date of application, signature of applicant. Arr. chron.
by date of application. No index. Hdw. on ptd. forms 24 x 14 x 12.
Town off., first fl., T.H.




,
ks
B
B
%.
é.
>

(7)
II. TO¥N CLERK

A town clerk has been elected annually since the first town meeting
in 1762.1 Since 1807 he has been elected as treasurer also, with the

P ;
exception of the years 1810, 1819, and 1823 when he served as clerk only.”

In 1925, and since 1932, the town clerk has appointed as assistant clerk
annually.j

EXcept where otherwise noted, all records are in the town vault,
Town Halle

[inutes and Reports

7. BSKNARDSTON (Town) RECORDS, 1762--. 6 vols. (2 volse, 1762-
1815, dated; 3 vols., 1816-1912, unlabeled; 1 vole, 1913--,
marked 6). Title varies: Meetings Births, Deaths, Intentions,
Kiscellaneous, Town of Bernardston, 1762-86, 1 vol.; lieetings,
Births and Deaths by Families, Marriages, Intentions, and
Miscellaneous, Town of Bernardston, 1786-1815, 1 vol.; rec-
ords, 1816-48, 1 vol.; no title, 1867-1912, 1 vol.
fiinutes of town meetings: Date, place of meeting; list of and decisions
on articles of town-meeting warrants, nature of other business tre
acted; attest, signature of tovm clerk. Includes copies of town-meeting
warrantse Also contains:
i. Animals, markings of, 1763-66: Name of owner of animal;
desoription, date of markinge.
ii. Vital statisties, 1743-1810, showing record of:
a. Births, 1743-1810: Name of child, names of parents,
date of birthe For record of births 1898--, see
entry 13.
b. Deaths, 1763-1810: Name of deceased person, date of
death. For record of deaths 1898--, see entry 18.
ce Intentions of marriage, 1784-88, 1799-1809: Names,
addresses of contracting parties; date of intention.
de Marriages, 1787-99: Names, addresses of married
persons; date of marriage. For record of marriages
1898--y see entry 16.
Minutes arre chrone by date of meeting; other mgcords, ochron. by date of
event. No index. Hdwe 1 vole., 1867-1912, binding torn offe. 273 to
752 ppe 134 x 9% x 1} to 134 x 9 X 24« 5 volsey 1762-1912, town vae; 1
vole, 1913--, safe, residence of Georgia L. Wyatt (cls), Center St

l. Town Recordsy, first vol., 1762~-86s pe 3; Vole 6, pe 41U, See
entry Te §

2. JIbide.s second vole, 1786~1815, ppe 252, 281; third vola., 1816~
48, pps 64 3Ly L0O2; Pifth vole, 1867-1912, pe 146,

3. Ibldo' vol « 6’ PPe 1981 BOLI.’ 399‘




Town Clerk - Minutes (8-10)
and Reports

8. PROPRIETOR'S RECOKDS, HISTOKICAL NOTES, TOVN OF BERNARDSTON,
1735-1835. 2 vols. Title varies: Proprietors Fall Town,
Town of Bernardston, 1735=231y.
Minutes of proprietors?! meetings: Date, place of meeting; decisions on
articles of warrant for meeting, names of officers and committee.
members chosen; attest, signature of proprietors' clerk. Includes
copies of warrants for meetings. Also contains resord of plans of lots
laid out: Number, location, description, boundery lines of lot; date
lot surveyed, name of surveyor, names of committee men chosen by the
proprietors to supervise the work; names of persons who drew lots,
with numbers thersof. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. No index.
Haws 390 ppe 13 x 9 x 2 and 57 pp. 14 x 9% x 4.

9+ (ANNUAL REPORT OF TOWN CLERK)y 1896-=: In Annual Report of
the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2,
Contains :
i. Dog licenses:
&+ Number of licenses issued, classified by sex of dog;
amount of fees collected, paid to county treasurer.
b. Certification of dog=license accounts, showing total
amount of receipts from fees.
ii. Vital statistics:
8. Births: Name of child, date of birth, name of parents.
1399-- includes maiden name of mother.
b. Deaths: Name of decedent, date of death. 1896-1900,
1904-- includes age of deceased.
¢« Marriages: Name of contracting parties, date of
marriage. Includes: 1899, place of marrigge,
town of residence of parties; 1901--, name of
person performing marriage; 1918--, town of
residence of person performing marriage.

Vital Statistics
(See also entries 7=-1i, 9-ii)

10. BIRTHS - DERATHS = MARRIAGE INTSENTIONS - COPIES AND CRIGINALS -
MISCELLANEOUS - TOWN OF BERNARDSTON, 1752-1859. 1 vol,
Contains:
1. Dog register, 1658-59: Name of dog owner, number of dogs
date of registration.
ii. Military dutys list (copy) of persons liable to, 1840-51:
Name of eligible person; attesty signature of olerk.
iii. Vital statisties, 1752-1859, showing record of:
&+ Births and deaths by families, 1752«1854t Names of
parents, children; date of birth, death. For
records of births 1898--, see entry 13.
be Deaths; 1788-1844: Name, age of deceased person; date
of death. For records of deaths 1898--, see entry 18.
c. Intentions of marriages, 1811-49: Names, addresses of
contracting parties; date of intention.
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(10-15) Town Clerk - Vital
Statistics

des Marriages, 1776-1859 ¢ Date of marriage ; names, addresses
of married persons; name wof person officiating; attest,
signature of elerk. For record of marriages 1898--,
see entry 16.
Arr. by subject and thereunder alph. by name of person. No index. Hdw.,
23 ppe b ¥.8ux. 1o

11. (Record of ) BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, 1844-97. 2 vols.
Contains: (Record of) Births, entry 13; (Record of) Marriages, entry 16;
(Record of) Deaths, entry 18. Arr. chron. by dat of event. For indexes,
see entries ll, 17, 19. Hdw. under phtd. head. 200 ppe 18 x 16 x 1. Safe,
residence of Georgia L. wyatt (cl.), Center St.

12. (Originel) CERTIFICATZS OF MARKIAGE - BIRTHS AND DEATH.RETURNS,
1871-76, 1886-9L, 1896-1928, 1930--. 95 bdis.
Contains:

i. Birth returns: Name, color of child; date of birth; names,
eddress, ages, occupations of parents; signatures of
attendants at birth, clerk.

ii. Death returns: Name, SeX, age, color, marital status, occupa-
tion, birthplace of decedent; names of parents; cause, date
of death; name of informant, undertaker; place of bhurial,

3} A\

signature of ysiocian, clerks
jii. Marriage certificaties: Name, address, age, color, occupation,
merital status, birthplace of dbride, groom; naies of parents;
dates of marriage; signature of person offiocating, olerk.
Arr. chron. by date of return or certifioate. No index. Hdw. on ptd.

1

form. 9% x 6% x %.

13. (Record of) Births, 1898--. 1 vol. 1745-1810 in Bernardston
(Town) Records, entry 7-il a; 1752-1854 in Births = Deaths -
Marriage Intentions = Copies and Originals - Miscellaneous -
Town of Bernardston, entry 10-iii =; 184L-97 in (Record of')
Births, Marriages and Deaths, entry lle.
Date of registration; name, sex of child; place, date of birth; names,
eddress of parents; occupation of father. Arr. chrone by date of birth.
For index, s=e entry lih. Hdw. under ptd. heand. 5005 Dhe AR X 1t 5 15
Sefe, residence of Georgia L. .yat®tt® (cle)y Center Ste

14. INDEX 70 BIRTHS, 18Ll--. 2 volse
Index to births recorded in (Record of) Births, Marriages and Deavhs,
1844~97, entry 11; (Record of) Births, 1898--, entry 13: Name of child,
pags reference. Arr. alph. by namc of childe Hdw. under ptd. head.
200 ppe 11X 9 X 1%,

15. NOL'ICE OF INTENTION OF MARKIAGE, 1850-- 1 v0ley 2 bdlse
Title varies: Marriage Intentions, 1850-1919, 1 vol.
Names, addr¢sses. ages. piaces end dates off hivih, ooclUpations of
esntrecting parties; date of filing of notice, names of parents. 1900-=
jinciudes marital status, color of bride, groom; date of issue of




Town Clerk = Vital (15-20)

Statistics

Marriage certificate; attest, signature of clerk, Arr, chron. by date

of filinge No index. Hdw. 1850-1919; hdw. on ptde form 1920--,
Vol. 150 ppe 103 x 8% x 1%; bdls. 10 x 95X 31 vol 1850-1919,
town vae; 2 bdlsey, 1920~--, rssidence of Georgia Le Wyatt (cl.),
Center St.

l6. (Record of) Marriages, 1898--, 1 vol. 1776-1859 in Births -

Deaths = Marriage Intentions - Copics and Originals -

Miscellaneous - Town of Bermardston, sntry 10-iii d; 1787-99

in Bernardston (Town) Records, entry 7-ii -d; 1844=97 in
(Record of) Births, Marriages and Deaths, sntry 11.

Date of registration; name, address, age, occupation of bride, Eroom
date of marriage; name, addressy title of person officiating; names,

addresses of parents. Arr. chrone. by date of marriage. For index,

see entry 17. Hdw. under ptd. head. 200 Ppe 18 x 11} x 14,

17. INDEX TO MARKIAGES, 184h~~,, 2 vols.
eSS e

Index to marriape

recorded in (Record of) Births, Marriages and Deaths,

1844-97, entry 11; (Record of) Marriages, 1898--, entry 16: Names of

married persons, page referencec. Arr, alphe by names of persons.
under ptd. head. 200 Ppe 11 x 9 x 1%,

18. (Record of) Deaths, 1898-~. 1 vole 1752-1859 in Births
Deatiis - Marriage Intentions - Copies and Originals -
Miscellaneous - Town of Bernardston, entry 10-iii Ay b
1763~1810 in Bernardston (Town) Records, entry 7-ii b;

Hdw .

1844-97 in (Record of) Births, Marriages and Deaths, entry 11.
Name, sex, age, birthplace of deceased berson; cause, date of death;
place of interment, names of perents. Arr. chrone. by date of death.
For index, see entry 19, Hdaw. under ptde head. 500 pp. 18 x 113 x 1},

19. INDEX TO DEATHS, 1844-~-. 2 vols.

Index to deaths recorded in (Record of) Births, Marriages and Deaths,

1844~97, entry 11; (Record of Deaths), 1898--, entry 18: Name of
deceased person, Page reference. Arr. alph. by name of deceased
person. Hdw. under ptd. head. 200 PPe Yl 95040

Mortgzages

20. RECORDS UF FERSONAL (Property) MURTGAGES, 1832--.
7 volse (1=7)e

Nemes of mortgagor and mortgages; location, description, valuation of

A

Property; amount, terms, date of mortgages. Arr, chron. by date of

mortgage. No index. Hdw. 200 Ppe 12 3/4 x 8% x 14, 5 volse, 1832-9J,

town va,.; 2 vols., 1895-~y residence of Georgia L. 'yatt (el.),
Center S%,




(21-26) Town Clerk

Dog Licenses
(See also entries 9-i, 10-i, 2L, 28-ii)

2l. DOG LICENSE RECORDS, 1859--e¢ .9 vOlse.
Stubs of licenses issued: Name of dog owner; name, breed, seX, color, age
of dog; amount of fee, date of licenses Arr. chron. by date of licenses.
Jo index. HdAwe. 100 ppe 12 x 5 x 3/4« 8 volsey, 1859-1934, town vae; 1
voley 1935--3 residence of Georgia L. Wiyatt (cl.), Center St.

Military Records
(See also entry 10-ii)

22, MASSACHUSETTS MILITIA COMPANY OKDZRS, 1822-31. 1 vole. Com-
pany organized 1822, disbanded 1831.
Record of orders issued by the commanding officer relative to date of
company meeting, assignments, drills; date of order. Arr. chron. by date
of order. No index. Hdw. Writing fadede 150 ppe 13 x 8 x 1.
23e ROLL OF THE COMPANY OF INFANTRY IN THE 2nd RZGIMENT, 2nd
BRIGADE; 4th DIVISION, BERNARDSTON, 1829-33« 11 vol.
Company organized 1829, disbanded 1833
Company roster: Names of officers, privates; date of enrollment, dis-
charge; reason for discharge. Includes inventory of equipment. Arr,
alphe by name of soldier. No index. Hdw. Writing faded, paper
poore. 7 pPe 143 x 10 x 1/8.

2. MILITIA RECORDS, lst COMPANY OF INFANITRY (and Record of Dog
Licenses), 1831-32, 1878-1916. 1 vol.

Milita roster, 1831-32: Name of militiaman; dates of enlistment and
dischargee Includes record of orders for supplies and equipmente. Also
conteins record of dog licenses, 1878-1916s Name, address of dog owner;
name, seX, breed of dog; amount of fee; number, date of license. Arre
chrone by date of entrye No index. Hdw. VWriting faded: 200 ppe 8% x
7}(1‘};.

25. REBELLION RECJRD, 1861-65, 2 vols.
Service record of soldiers and sailors in the Civil War: Neme, address,
rank of soldier or sailor; record of military engagements, promotions,
citations; dates of enlistment and discharge; remarks. Arr. alph. by
name of soldier or sailor. No index. Hdw. 80 ppe 15} x 9 3/4 x 3/k.

Mutual Society for Detecting Thieves

26, RICORDS OF BERNARDSTON MUTUAL SOCIETY FOR DETECTING THIEVES,
1832-95« 1 vol.
Bylaws of the society, mames of members, financial reports; summary of
activities including record of apprehension of thieves: Name of thief,
date of epprehension, type of goods stolen, amount of loss or damage,
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Town Clerk - Mutual Society (26~28)
for Detecting Thiewes

date goods recovered, date of gpprehensione Arre. chron. by date of
entrys. No indexe Hdw. driting faded, paper and binding poor,
155 0= ppes T sk <6 2 Flas

The selectmen have drawn up and kept lists of elizible voters
since 1803« Since 1885 they have constituted, together with the town
clerk, the board of registrars.

27« REGISTER OF VOT=KS, 1803-~. 1 bdley 3 vols, Title varies:
List of Voters, 1803-77, 1 bdl.
Name of voter, date of registration. 1878-- includes agey address,
date and place of birth, signature of votere. Arr. alphe by name of
Voter. No index., Hdwe Bdle 10 x Hex 5:avols s 150 PPe 16 x 10 x 3/L,
1l bdley 2 VOlsa, 1803-1928, town vaa., T.He; 1 volep 1929--, residence
of Georgia L. iiyatt (town cle)y Center Ste.

IV. ASSESSORS

From 1762 through 1907,2 with the exception of 2 years, it was
voted annually thaet the selectmen should be the assessors, In 1781
and 1905 three assessors wers elected for l-year terms as an inde-
bendent boarde.3 Since 908y thres assessors have been elected, ons
annually, for 3-year ter;:s.'14

EXcept where otherwiss noted, all records ares in the town vault, =T H.

28. (ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSESSURS ),
1930--. In Annual Report of
entry 2,

386, 1838-92, 1896, 1904, 1905,
Tovn Officers and Committees,

Contains:
i. Appropriations, amount of total town, 1930--.
ii. Dogs registered, number ofy 1886, 1883-90,
1ii. Bxpenditures, 1391, 1892, 1896, 1930--: Amount of paynments
for state and county tax.

.« Town Records, fifth vol., 1867-1912, p. 265, See entry 7.
ce Ibidey first vol., 1762-86, pp. 3, 98; fifth vol., 1867-1912,

]

2

1

30 I_’b‘_j_.g.-.. Pirst Vol., 1762—86, Pe 112; flfth VOl., 1867-1912’ Pe 507.
L

» JIbide, fifth volsy 1867-1912, ppe 63, 715; vol. 6, ppe 12, 415




12
(28-32) Assessors

ive Motor vehicle excise tax listy, 1930--: Number of wehioles in

town; amount of valuation, assessment on each vehicle.
Ve Receipts, 1930--: Amount, source of estimated income and

available funds; totalse

vis. Tax list, 1890~92, 1896: Name, town of residence of taxpayer;
amount of property valuation, tax levy. 1891, 1892, 1896
includes description of propertye.

viie Valuations: Total valuation of real and personal; propertys
1386, 1888, 1892, 1896, 1905, 1930--; number of polls,
dwellingsy acres of land, horses, cows, neat cattley swine,
sheep assessed, 1886, 1888, 1892, 1904, 1905, 1930~--;
number of fowl assessed, 1930--; amount of total assessments,
1888-90, 1930--; tax rate, number of persons assessed on
real, personal property or both; 1888-92, 1904, 1905, 1930--;
name, valuation of exempted property, 1881, 1892, 1896, 1930--,

29, RECORDS OF ASSESSORS' MEETINGS, 1914-16. 1 vole.
Discussions and decisions on tax rates, valuations, assessments; reports
on tax-sbatement hearings. Also contains: Abatement Record (of Poll,
Real, and Personal Property Taxes), entry 3ls. Arre. ohrone by date of
meeting or abatement. No index. Hdwe 200 ppe 14 x 9 x 1.

30, VALUATION AND POLL LISTS, 1790-1838, 1840-41, 1845-46, 1848--.
3 bdls, 121 volse

Valuations of real and personal property: Year of wvaluation, name of
taxpayer; amount of valuation, assessment: 1808 inecludes location,
description of property; tax rate. Poll lists: Name, address of poll;
amount of tax. 3 bdlsey 1790-1807, arre. chrone by year; 121 volsSe,
1808--, arre chrone. by year and thereunder alphe by name of taxpayere
No indexe Hdwe. 1790-1807; hdw. on ptde form 1808--¢ Bdlse 7 X 6 X 3
80 -ppe 184 x 16 x 1.

For published tax list 1890-92, 1896, see entry 28=-vi; for published
report of valuations 1886, 1888, 1892, 1896, 19054 1930--, see entry
28=-viie

31, ABATEMENT RECORD (of Poll, Real, and Personal Property Taxes)s
1909--« 1 vole 1914-=16 mlso in Records of Assessors' Meetings)
entry 29
Name, address of taxpayer; amount, type, date of tax; amount, cause, date,
of abatements Arre. chrone by date of abatements No index. Hdw. on ptd.
form. 200 ppe 14 x 10 X 1le Safe, town office, first fl.y T.He.

32. (Record of) MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE (Assessments), 1929--.
8 volse Tax authorized by law 1929.
Neme, address of car owner; type, model, make, valuation of vehicle; date
of registration; amount, date of tax; date of payment. Arr. alph. by
name of ownere. No index. Hdw. 12 pp. 19 x 16 x %.
For published tax list 1930--, see entry 28-iv; for ocommitments, seeé
entry 37
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33« RECORD OF ABATEMENTS OF MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE, 1930--,
1 vole Tax authorized by law 1929, first entry 1930,
Name of car owner, amount of assessment; amount, cause, date of abate-
ment; amount of poyment, date of application for abatement, remarks;
Arre. chron. by date of abotemente No index, Hdwe on ptd. form.
150 pps 12 2 10 x 1, Safe, town off ¢y first 2 2 BE S | P e £

V. TAX COLLECTOR

Prior to 1903 the constobles acted as tax collectors. From 1903
through 1908 the office of tax collector was disassociated from that of
constable, although it was still sold to the lowest bidder.t In 1909
and 1910 it was voted that all taxes should be paid to the towmr treasurer
by a certain date; unpsid bill; should thereafter be Placed in the hands
of a constable for collectione® Since 1911 a tax collector has been
elected annually, on a salary basis,

34« (ANNUAL REP(RT OF TAX COLLECTOR)y 1915-~-o In Annual Report
of the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2,
Certification of accounts by auditor: Amount of tax and interest
collections, abatements; amount of total tax levy; balance.

35« TAX COLLECTOR'S RECORDS, 1875-=s 66 volse Title varies
slightly.

Record of monies received from poll, real, and Personal property taxes:

Neme, address of taxpayer; amount, date of raymentes Also contains:

Record of transfer of tax collections to treasurer, 1897--y entry 36.

ArTe alphe by name of taxpayere No indexe HMiwe 100 ppe 7 x L x 2.

59 vols., 1875-1930, town Vaey TeHe; 7 volse, 1930--, residence of

Percy Buchan (coll.), South St.

For assessorst published report of receipts 1930--, see entry

.)

cd=-v,

36 TAX COLLECTOR IN ACCOUNT ®ITH TREASURER, 1840-96, 1 vol.
1897-- in Tax Colleotor's Records, entry 35.
Record of transfer of tax collections to treasurer: Amount, source of
cOllection; date of transfer, annual totalss Arr, chron. by date of
transfer. No index. Hdwe 100 ppe 74 x 63} x 3/4e Town va., T.H.

l- TO\"m{eCOl‘ds, flrSC vol [T} 1762“86’ Pe 3; Volo 6. De hla,
898 entry 7.

24 I.L"idog Tifth VOl.. 1867-1912, PPe 657. 6720

3‘ Ibldo) PPe 69&., 716; vola 6' PPe l2y I’Ll_SO

==

4%?75;’—"

e
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(37=38) ' Tax Collector

37. (Record of) COMMITMENT OF MOTOR VEHICIE EXCISE TAX, 1929--.
8 volse (1-8)e Tax authorized by law 1929.
Namees address of car owner; type. make of wvehicle; amount, date of tax,
abatement, refund, payments Arre. alph. by name of ownere. No index. Hdw,
50 ppe 12 x 10 x %+ 3 volse, 1929-31, town vae, T.H.; 5 volSey 1932=-,
residence of Percy Buchan (colls), South St.
For assessments, see entry 32; for abatements 1930--, see entry 33.

VI. TOYN TREASURER

A town treasurer has been eleoted annuelly since the first town meeting
in 1762.1 Since 1807 he has always been elected as town clerk also, with
the exception_of 3 years - 1810, 1819, and 1823 =~ when he served solely
as treasurer.

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the town vault,
Town Hall.

Reports

38+ (ANNUAL REPCRT OF TUWN TREASURER)y 1881--. In Annual Report
of the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2.
Contains::

i. Assets and liabilities, 1895-191l4, 1925: Amount of loans, out=
standing orders, cash on hand, uncollected taxes, balance df
indebtedness. 1886 includes names, value of securities held
by towna

ji., Certification of accounts by auditor: Amount of total receipts, .
payments; 0alancc.

iii. Bxpenditures, 1881--: Amount of total abatements, payments on
selectments warrantse
ive Receipts, 188l--: Amount, source of income; balance.

v. Special funds, 1896-1915, 1925, 1928--: Name, walue, place of
deposit, rate of interest of Town School, Goodale and Areatas
Ferry Funds, 1896-1915, 1925, 1928; J. V. Hale Fund, 1904-15
1925, 1928~~; Charity Farm Fund, 1925, 1928--; Sanderson, F. L,
Burrows Cemetery Funds, 1928--; 0ld Cemetery Fund, 1896-19124

— —— —— ..,ﬂ—_.—--m-_-“.-__._.—'_’
1. Iblds’ first wvol Y] 1762-86’ Poe 3;‘ vole 6. Pe L[.}LL»
2. Ibid., second volsy 1786-1815, pps 252, 281; third vola., 181.6-48,
PPe 6) 3’.‘.' LLOZ, fifth vol., 1867“1912. Pe 1“.6.




Town Treasurer / (39'44)

Receipts and Dishursements
(See also entries 3-ivy-ix, by 5, 36, 38-iii,=-iv, 54y 76)

359« TREASURER'S JOURNAL (of Receipts and Disbursements), 1737--.

17 volse. Title varies: Falltown Proprietor's Treasury
Book, 1737-1311, L vols.

Record of monies received from taxes, loans, grants, rentals of town

property, departmentel revenue: Name of payer, department credited;

amounty source, date of income. Disbursements for loans, interest,

state and county taxes, departmental expenditures: Name of payee,

department charged; amount, purpose, date of paymente Arr. chrone.

by dete of transaction. No index. Hdwe. 200 pp. 10 x 7% x 3/L.

16 volsey 1737-1934, town vae; 1 voley 1935--, residence of Georgia

L. Wyatt (treas.), Center St.

4LOe GASOLINE TAX RECORD BOOK, 1930--. 1 vol. System estab.
1930
Record of monies received from local tax on gasoline filling stations:
Name, business address of owner; amount, date of tax; date of payment.
Arr. alphe by name of owner. No index. Hdw. 50 ppe 9 x 6 x 3/4.
Residence of Georgia L. yatt (treas.), Center St

41. (CANCELED CHECKS), 1900--. 38 bdlss (dated). Prior
records destroyed.
Neme of payee, bank; amount, number, date of check; signature of
treasurer, date of cancelation. Arr. num. by check nos. No index.
Hdwe. on ptde. form. 24 x 12 x 12.

42. (CHECK STUBS)y 1921--. 17 vols. (dated). Prior records
destroyed.
Name of payee ; amount, purposey number, date of check. Arr. by
cheok no. No index. Hdw. 150 pp. 9% x 5% x 13i.

L3« (PAID INVOICES), 1919-27. 5 hdlse. Prior records destroyed.
Invoices for labor, materials, supplies, equipment: Name of creditor;
amount, itemization, date of invoice; date of payment. Arr. chron.

by date of invoice. No index. Hdw. and typed on ptd. forme 16 X
19 X l2o

hliys TOWN BILLS PAID, 1853-6ls 1 vole
Record of bills presented to town for salaries, supplies, materials,
fuel: Name of payee; amount, itemization, date of bill; date of

payment. Arr, chron. by date of payment. No index. Hdwe 100 ppe
HO"x 8 x 1.
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(45'46) Treasurer

Notes and Loans
(See also entry 38-1)

45« BOOK OF FORMS FOR ISSUING TO4N NOTBS, 1914--¢ 10 volso
System establ. 1914,
Stubs of notes issued in anticipation of taxes: Name of payee ; amount,
terms of note; dates of issue and maturitys. Arre chrone. by date of
jssuee No indexe Hdaw. 50 ppe 18% x 13 x 3« 9 volse< 1914-27, town
Vae; 1 vOley 1928--, residence of Georgia L. Wyatt (treas.)y, Center St.

IL6. RECORDS OF SURPLUS REVEINUE DEPOSITED W ITH TO'N, 18351 3
vol e
Record of loans to inhabitants from Federal surplus revenue allotted to
towns:. Name of borrower; amount, purnose, conditions, date of loan;
dates of payments. Arre. chrone by date of loan. No index. Hdwe
P X T 2%

N
n
o

VII. AUDITORS

Beginning in 1763 the procedure in Bernardston, for many years, was
to elect a committee of three to secttle accounts with the treasurer (the
selectmen were chosen a few times as this committee), and another comn=
mitteey, also of three members, "to examine and pass town accounts«" The
selectmen were occasionally clected to this office also, but thgse erm~
ni s es wWere cons 1darud as having entirely different funotionse.~ From
1856 through 1886 an'"auditing committec" of threc, cleoted annually,
scttled with the trc.surur.z
all town hills except thoir own. 2 Thereaftery tho euditing committee
of threes apparently assumcd the functions of both offices, although it
did not reccivc the power "to exeminc accounts of the Sclcetmen « « o a8
well as to settle with the Trecsurer" ux‘Wioit]v until 1685.u From 1894
through 192% the number of "town aanditors % ;0tod annually wes two
since 1926 three have becn cleetcd annunllye

In addition to the fllowing record, see entries 3~iii, 34, 38-ii,
51-iii, 60, 66, 78 for certification of departmental accounts.

Vbilu the sclectmen were appointed to "pass

1. Town Records, first vol., 1762-86 ppe 6, 63y 264; third vol.
ppe 12, 403; fourth vol., 1848-66, pp. 4y 125, see entry T
2. Ibid., fourth vol., 1848-66, ppe 178, 3Ly 385
3. Ibidey ppe 137y 202, 287,
. Tbide, £ifth vola., 1867-1912, pp. 9s 21, 228, 272.
o Ibidsy ppe 383, 716; vole 6, pp. 12, 198,
. Tbids, vols by ppe 215y 368, 415,

onln&=
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47+ (ANNUAL REFORT OF AUDITURS), 1891-1908, 1925, 1928. In Annual
Report of the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2,
List of recommended appropriations, 1891-1908; value of the Goodale ,
Heley Ferry, Town School, Burrows, and Charity Farm Funds, 1923, 1928.

VIII. SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Early school comnittees, beginning in 1796, generally consisted of
six persons, one elected from each of the six school districtse In
1842 it was voted that each school disirict should eleot its own
"prudential school committec," with +the power to select the teacher for
the district school .¢ Naturallys the number of committeemen varied in
each distrioct,

Meanwhile, since 1828, there had existed in Bernardston = "super-
intending school committee," generally of three members elected
annualJy.3 In 1874, when all prudential committees were aholished,
the superintending school committece assumed complete control of schogl
menegementet Since 1858 it has oconsisted of +three members, one
elected annually for a 3-year term.”

In 1895 the sohgol comuittee was authorized to employ a superin-
tendent of schools; ° since then a sehool physician, a school nurse,
and an attendance officer, all appointed by the sohool committee,
have also been added to the staff,.’

48. (Minutes of) MSTINGS OF THS DISUYRICT SCHOUL COMMITIS,
1808--. L vols.
Discussion and decisions on appointment and salaries of teachers;
changes in curricula, lmprovements in buildings and equipment; date
of mestinge Arr. ohrone by date of meetinge No index. Hdwe. 100
PPe 82 x 7 x %+ 3 volse, 1808-192ly town va., T.He; 1 Vole, 1925--,
residence of Margaret Be Durmell (school committee member)s. South St,

e Ibide, scoond vol e, 1786-1815, ppj—ih9. 191 318; third vol.,
1816-14.8 PPe 7' 101

2+ Ibides third vole., 1816=U8, ps 325,

3¢ - Ibides ppe 108, 119, 264, 293,

bLe Ibidey fifth vol., 1867-1912, p. 117.

5e Ibidey fourth vol., 1848-66, He: 20150l 65 pe 1155

6¢ Ibide, Tifth vol.; 1867-1912, p. 40O

Te Ibide, vole 6, p. 231; Annual Report, 1939, pe 15, see
entry 2, .
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(484-50) School Committee

48A. RZCORDS OF TH& UNION DISTRICT FR SCHOOL SUPERINTEZNDENCY IN
NORTHFIELD, BERNARDS1TON, AND GILL, 1895--. 1 vole.
finutes of annual and special meetings of joint committee of school
union: Nemes of towns comprising union, committee members; nature of
business transacted, date of meeting. Arr. chrone. by date of meetinge
No index. Hdwe 144 ppe 103 x 8 x 3+ Residence of Mrs. Dorothy L.

Miller, South Main Ste, Northfield.

49 (ANNUAL REPORT OF THL SCHOOL CAO#MITTIEE), 188l--. In Annual
Report of the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2.
Contains:

i. Appropriations recommended, amount of, 1883-96. For appropria-
tions 1925--¢ see entry Sl-i.

ii. Attendance statisties, 1881, 1883, 1885, 1889-90: Number of
pupils neither absent nor tardy during year,: 1881, 1883,
1885; length of school term, 1881, 1883; number of school
days lost due to absence or tardinsss, 1883, 1889, 1890.
For statistics 1897-98, 1905, 1918-2l, see entry 5l-ii.

iii, Enrollment statistics, 1881=85, 1887-90: Maximum cnrollment
for year, 1881-85, 1887-90; number of resident and nonresi-
dent pupils admitted to Powers Institute for ecach term and
during year, totals for ycar, 1881-82; number of schools
in town, 1881, 1883; number of school distriocts, 1882. For
statistics 1906-11, 1916, 1918--, sce entry 5l-iv.

ive Expenditures, 1881-1912, 1915: Name of peyee; amount, purpose
of payment. For cxpenditures 1925--4 soc entry 5l-v.

v, Narrative account of school activitics, 1881-1906, 1931-=-:
Findings and rccommendations concerning pupils, teachers,
studies, buildings, financcse Includcs: 1883, 1889, 1890,
number of visits made to schools by school oomuittee,
parents, othei's;1897-1901, 1923--, school caleondar; 1905,
copy of bylaws concerning compulsory school attendance;
1916, number ‘of schools, teachers, pupils in each town of
which the superintendency union is composed; 1923=-, names
of officials, teachers; title of office held by each; date
of expiration of committeemen's terms.

vi. Receipts, 1882-95, 1900: Amount, source of income; balance
1835 includes rats of tuition for nonresident pupils.

vii. Teachers' statistics, 1881, 1883, 1913-17: Name of teacher,
amount of salary. 1881 includes names of prudential
commnittee members; 191.3-17 includes grade taught by each
tecachere For statistics 1896-98, 1906-11, 1918-19, 1922-
2L, see entry 5l-viiie

50, CURKENT FINANCIAL KECORDSy 1799-181k, 1835-1931, 1953--+
1 bdley 5 volsey 1 foldere Title varies: Recordsof School
District, 1799-181l, 1 bdle; School District General Fund
Records 1835-1931, 5 vols.
Record of expenditures for salaries, supplies, equipment, maintenanccs
books, pupils' transportation: Name of payee; amount, purposes date of
expenditure. Arr. chron. by date of expenditure. No indeXe Hdw o
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School Committee (50-51)

1799-1931; hdwe on ptde form 1933--. 1 bdl., 1799-181k, writing faded,
paper poore Bdle 7 X 4 x J4; vols. 70 ppe 1 x 9 x 3/L; folder 12 x 10

X 2¢ 1 bdley 1799-181Ly 4 vols., 1835-1928, town VBey T.He; 1 vol.,
1929-31y 1 folder, 1933--, supte off., Northficld High School, Main
St.’ Northfl&ld-

For published reports of cxpenditures 1881-1912, 1915, 1925=--,
see entries [9-ivy, 5l-v,.

IX SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

On Merch 4, 1895, the town meeting voted to adopt the provisions
of chapter 431 of the Acts. of 1888, relating %o the employment of a
superintendent of schools. The following month the school committee
was instruocted to unite with the towns of Warick, Northfield, and Gilli
in employing such an officer, and a superintendent was appointed
im@cdiatclx thereafter. However, in 1898, Bernardston withdrew from
the union.” In July 1917, it joined,a new union, consisting of Gill,
Leyden, Northfield, and iarwick; and since that time, a joint com-
mittee from these towns has appointed the superintendent of schools
every 3 yearse

i

51. (ANNUAL REPORT OF SUFELINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS), 1896-98, 1902--.
In Annual Report of the Town Officers and Comnittees, entry 2,
Contains:
i. Appropriations, 1925--: Amount of regular school appropria-
tions 1927-- includes amount of special appropriation.
For appropriations in 1883-96, sees entry L49-i.
ii. Attendance statistics, 1897-98, 1905, 1918~2li: Nemes of pupils
neither absent nor tardy during year, 1897, 1898, 1905;
aggregatey average daily attendance, 1918-24; number of
pupils attending out-of-town schools, 1918 For statistics
1881, 1883, 1885, 1889-90, see entry L9-ii.
iiie Certification of school accounts by auditor, 1888--,
ive Enrollment statistics, 1906-11, 1916, 1918--: Table of age
and assigament of pupils by grades, showing number of
pupils in each group, 1906-11, 1918; table showing total
enrollment of all schools for past 5 years, 1916; total
number of pupils in each grade of each school, 1918--;
table of total registration by grades, 1921--. For
statistics 1881-85, 1887-90, see entry 49-iii.

l. Town Records, fifth vol., 1867-1912, Pe LEE; see entry Te.
2 Ibld-o, Pe LLO}.I.U
30 Ibid-' Pe LL(/',‘BQ
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(51-54) Superintendent of Sohools

Ve Expendituress 1925--: Name of payee; amount, purpose of pay=
mente For expenditures 1881=-1912, 1915, see entry 49-ive

vie Narrative account of school activities giving findings and
recommendations concerning teachers, pupils, studies, build-
ingsy, finances, 1896-98, 1902--, 1904, 1907 includes copy
of courses of study; 1918-24 includes length of school terms.

viie Pupils! census, 1897, 1909-10, 1918--: Number of pupils 8-14,

over 15y under 5 years of age, 1897; number of pupils 5-15,
over 18 years of age, 1909-10; average age of pupils in high
school, 1918; number of pupils 5-7, 7-1l4, 1lL-16 years of age
in each grade, 1918--.

viii. Teachers! statistiecs, 1896-98, 1906-11, 1918-19, 1922-2l;
Number of visits to sochools by superintendent, 1896-97; name,
salary of teacher; length of school term; average pupil
membership, attendance in each room, percentage of attendance
by rooms, number of school days lost by pupils! absences,
1897-98, 1906-11; names of teachers who have resigned, 1922-
24h. For statistics 1881, 1883, 1913-17, see entry L49-vii.

52. (ANNUAL REPCRT OF SUPERVISOR OF DRAWING TO SUPERINTENDENT),
1903=19« In Annual Report of the Town Officers and Committees,
entry 2.
Narrative account of accomplishments, objectives of works

53« (ANNUAL REPW®RT OF SUFERVISOR OF MUSIC TO SUPERINTENDENT),
1903, 1905, 1908~12. In Annual Report of the Town Officers
and Committees, entry 2. :

Nerrative account of departmental activities: Value, progress of work;
recommendations for improvements.

5S5hs TRTZASURY WARRANT - TOWN OF BERNARDSTON SCHOOL DEPARTME NT,
1932--. 1 file boxe.

Copies of warrants to treasurer authorizing payment of departmental
expenses for maintenance, books, supplies, transportation, salaries,
sundries: Name of payee; amount, purpose, date of payment; voucher
number, signatures of superintendent of schools and selectmen. Arr,
nume by voucher noe No index. Hdw. on ptde. forme 24 x 12 x 12. Supte
off ey Northfield High School, Main St., Northfielde

X. SCHOOL PHYSICIAN

The school committee has appointed a school physician annually
since 1908, %owever. the records make no mention of appointments in
1918 or 1920.

‘l. (Minutes ofs Meeting of the District Sohool Committee,
passim, see entry 48; Annual Reports 19224 pe 57; 1939¢ DPe 154 sce entry 2e

?iqu?’
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55« (ANNUAL REPOKT OF SCHOOL PHYSICIAN), 1909, 1911, 1912, 192~
29y 1932--. In Annual Report of the Town Officers and
Committees, entry 2.

Narrative account of general health conditions of school; survey of
accomplishmentsy recommendations for improvements. 1909, 1911, 1921,
1932-~ includes number of pupils suffering from physical defects,
classified by type of defeot,

XI. SCHOOL NURSE

A school nurse haes been appointed annually by the school committee
E y B

since 1922,

56. (ANMUAL REP(RT OF SCHOUL NURSE ),y 1923--¢ In Annual Report
of the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2.
Number of pupils suffering from various defects or diseases, treated at
clinics; number of visits to schools by nurse; record of assistance
given school physician, health tests given pupils.

XII. ATTENDANCE OFFICER

In 1882, 1897, and 1901, the school committee appointed two
truant. officers for terms of 1 year. One truant officer was gppointed
annually from 1904 through 1908, two were appointed annually from 1909
through 1912, and one truant or atiendance officer has been appointed
by the school committee annually since thene

LI1II. ELECTION OFFICER

On election days, some person, generally the chairman of the

board of selectmen, is nominated from the floor, and appointed by
the moderator, as election officere.

le Annuel Report, 1922, pe 57; 1939, pe 15, see entry 2.

2+ (Minutes of) Mestings of the Distriot School Committee,
Passimy see entry 48; Annual Report, 1922 pe 59; 1939, p. 15
See entry 2.

3« Information obtained from Georgia L. Wiyatt, town clerk;
Melvin A. Denison, cheirman, board of sclectmen.
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(57-58)

XIV. TRUSTEES OF POWERS INSTITUTE

In 1856 the town accepted & legacy of $10,000 from Edward E.
Powers, for the use of the schools in Bernardston. In the same year
it was voted that a school building be erected with part of the fundse.
The first trustees of the Powers Institute were 18 in number, 6 elected
annually for 3w=year terms. They consisted of one representative from
each of Bernardston's six school districts, seven members at large, two
representatives from Greenfield, one from leyden, one from Gill, and
one from Northfield.3 Since 1897 all trustees have been elected by the
town of Bergardston.u They are 12 in number, L elected annually for 3-
year termse. The institute is considered part of the public school
system; the trustees control the endowment funds, but not the policies
of the school itself.

57, MINUTES OF MEZTINGS OF (Trustees of) POwERS INSTITUIE,
1896--. 1 vole
Discussions and votes concerning curricula, teachers, supplies, books,
improvements, maintenasnce; date of meeting. Includes bylaws and copy
of deed of gift to school. Arr. chron. by date of meetinges No index.
Hdw. 300 ppe 12 x 10 x 2. Residence of Mrs. Abbie J« Nelson (trustee )
0ld Northfield Rde.

58. (ANNUAL REZORT OF TRUSTEZS OF POWERS INSTITUTE), 1885-1907,
1909 In Annuel Report of the Tawvn Officers and Committees,
entry 2.
Contains:
i. Enrollment statistics, 1885=1902: Number of resident, non-
resident pupils enrolled each term; totals.

ii. Narrative account of school activities: Investigations and
recommendations concerning teachings equipment, buildings,
pupils, 1885-1903; nemes of trustees, date of expiration
of terms, 1885-87, 1892-1907, 1909; account of activities
of elumni association, 1891-92; copy of regulations con=
cerning election of officers, 190l

iiie Pupils' census, 1887-94, 1902-7: Names of graduates, 1887 =91
1902~7; number of pupils passing college entrance examina-
tions, amount of donations to construction of athletic
field, 1897; average number of pupils paying tuition,
gmount of tuition payments, 1898,

. Town Records, fourth vol., 1848-66, ppe 142, 1L3, see entry 7.
Ibide, Pp. 164-166.

g D, 150,

o EEEQ., Pifth vole, 1867-1912, pe 45l

» Annual Report, 1939, pe. 3y see entry 2%

UnieE L0END) (=
e
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Trustees of Powers Institute (59-62)

59« (ANNUAL REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF POWERS INSTITUTE)e 1903=l,
1906=~¢ In Annual Report of the Town Officers and Com-
mitteesy entry 2.
Narrative account of funotioning of school; findings, recommendastions
concerning education, teachers, attendance and health of pupils,
finances, extracurricula activities. Includes: 1918, 1950, 1935,
1938, copy of graduation program ; 1922, graph showing enrollment,
teaching=load inorease of eaoh teacher for past 3 years; 1935, copy
of high-school regulations.
Also contains:
a1 Enrollment statistios, 1903-4, 1906=--: Number of resident,
nonresident pupils. 1908-12 includes number, average
age of pupils in each grade; 1923-28 includes number,
sex of pupils in each grade.

ii. Pupils' Census, 1903-4, 1906, 1929-32, 193L--: Percentage
of attendance, 1903-4, 1906; average age of pupils, 19C6;
percentage of absence, tardiness, 1912-1l; names of pupils
neither absent nor tardy during fall term, names of pupils
on honor roll, 1929~52; names of members of graduating
classy 1934L==.

iii. . Teachers' statistics, 19033 1916: Names of teachers, 1903;
number of classes taught by each teacher, 1916.

60. (ANNUAL REPORT OF TRSASURER CF POWERS INSTITUTE), 1898,
1901l=~=s In Annuel Report of the Town Officers anc Com-
mittees, entry 2.
Receipts and expenditures: Name of payee; amount, purpose, date
(1908-34 only) of peyment; amount of income from Ferry fund, certifi-
cation of account by auditore. 1903 includes excerpts from will of
Mrs. Susan S. Clark; 1934-- includes value, amount of income from
Morgan fund.

61 CCOUNTS OF THE TREZASURETR OF POYERS INSTITUTE (Receipts
and Expenditures), 18%6--. 1 vol.

Record of money received from Ferry and Morgan funds: Name of payer;
amount, source, date of incomes. EXpenditures for salaries, laboratory
supplies, maintenance: Name of payee; amount, purpose, date of
Payment. Arr. chron. by date of transaction. No index. Hdw. 200
PPe 10 X 8 x 1. Residence of Mrs. Abbie J. Nelson (trustee),
0ld Northfield Rd.

62, FPONERS INSTITUTE (Pupil's Scholastic) RECORD CARD, 1896--.
2 volsey 1 file drawer. Title varies: Register - Powers
Institute, 1896-192L4. 2 vols.
Name, address, age, course, grade of pupil; scholarship record.
1925-- includes date of birth, name of parent or guardian, date of
admission, graduation; number of deys absent, times tardy; educational,
Vocational outlook; signature of teacher, principal. Arr, alphe by
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(64-65) Trustees of Powers Institute

name of pupil. No indexe. Hdwe 1896-1924; hdwe. on ptde. form 1925~-.
Volse 200 ppe 16 x 11 x 3/L; file drawer 24 x 12 x 12, 2 volse, 1896~
1924, strmsy second fl.; 1 file drawer, 1925--; principal's off., first
£ls; Powers Institutey Church St.

63. SCHOOL REGISTER (Enrollment of Pupils)y 1902-~, 262 vols.
Name of szhcoly total annual enrollmqnt; naneg:grade; date of enrollment
of pupil; namey address of parent or guardian. Includes record of
visits to pupils by school officialse Arre alph. by name of pupile No
index, Hdw. 16 ppe 11 x 8% x 1/8c 170 volse, 1902-2L, town vae.; 92
volses 1925--4 strm., second fl., Powers Institute, Church St.

XV, TRUSTEES OF CUSHMAN LIBRARY

Since 1863 the board of trustees has consisted of 12 members, 4
of whom are eleoted each year for 3-year terms, On oceasion, owing
to the resignation or death of some trustees, it has_been necessary
to eleot five, six, or even seven members in 1 year. Records date
back to 1862, since they describe the formation of the library.

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the librarian's
desk, reference room, first floor, Cushman Library, Church Street.

Minutes and Reports

6li. MINUTES OF (Trustees') MEETINGS, 1862--, 1 vol.
Discussions and votes on dppropriationss purchases, salaries; list of
officers, date of meeting. Arr. chrone. by date of meeting. No index.
Hdw. 200 ppe 16 x 9 x 2.

65. (ANNUAL REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES), 1883-85, 1896, 1899~

1901, 1906, 1908, 1909« In Annual Report of the Town

Officers and Committees, entry 2.
Amount and source of income, amount and purpose of payments, dates of
transactions, amount of balance, 1883-85; names of trustees whose
terms expire present year, number of books added to library during
.years number of books in circulation, 1896, 1899-1901, 1906, 1908,
1909; name of librarian, 1891; narrative account of condition of
equipment, 1899, 1906,

1. Town Records, fourth vol., 1848-66, pps 313, 38L; vol. 6.

ppl 33’ 415. §_§_§, entry 70
Zoe Ibld', sifth Vol.' 1867"1912' PPa 38' 321' 355.
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Trustees of Cushman Library - (66=70)
Minutes and Reports

66. (ANNUAL REPORT OF TREASURER OF LISRARY), 1887-9L4, 1896,
1897--« In Annual Report of the Town Officers and Com-
mittees, entry 2.
Receipts and expenditures: Names of payees; amounty purpose of payments;
amount, source of receipts; balance. Includes certification of
accounts by auditor. Also includes names of trustees whose terms of
office expire present year, 1907, 1912; number of books in library,
number added during year, 1912,

67« (ANNUAL REPORT OF LIBRAR AIAN)s 1903, 1922, 1924-=. In Annual
Report of the Town Ufficers and Committees, entry 2.
h type of book and magazine in use; total circulation past,
present year; total number of hooks purchased, given library during
year; total number of books in librarye Includes: 1903, number of
each type of book in each mom of library, names of donors, titles of
books given library; 1922, 192l--, anount and source of income, names
of payees, amount and purpose of payments, balance; 1931=~, names,
grades of pupils in public schools who have completed reading course.

Financial Records
(See also entries 64-67, 71)

68« CASH, EXFENSES OF LIBRARIAN OF CUSHL [AN LIBRARY, 1918--. 1 vol.
Record of expenditures for salaries, supplies, services: Name of payee;
ount, purpose, date of expenditure. Arr. chron. by date of payment.

No index. Hdw. 50 ppe %7 %
69. TRIASUREK'S REC.RDS, 1920-~-. L bdls.
Contains:

i. Acknowledgements of payments for salaries, maintenance,
supplies, purchases: Name of payer; amount, purpose, date
of payment; signature of pavee.

iie Paid invoices: Name of creditor, department charged; amount,
itemization, date of invoicc.
i1ii. Paid vouchers: Nome of payee, department cherged; amount,
purpose, date of payment; voucher number.
Arr. ohrone by dete of payment. No indexe. Hdw. on ptd. form. 18 x
12 x 9, Town Vaey TH.

70+ (CHECK STUBS)y 191h4=-s L vols. BSystem estab. 1914.
Stubs of checks drawn for salaries, fuel, light, rcpairs, books:
Neme of' paye: ; amount, purpose, number, date of checke Arr. num. by
Cheok noe No indexe Hdwe 150 ppe 12 X 4 X 2, Town va., T.H.
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Trustees of Cushman Library =
Financial Records

Circulation and Accessions
(See also entries 65-67)

71. CIRCULATION RZCORD BOUK, 1920--o 20 volse (dated)e. System
estabe 1920.
Monthly and annuel summaries of edult and juvenile books in circulation.
Includes record of fines, number of books added annuallys total number
of borrowers registeredy monthly and annual attendance. Arre ohron. by
date of summary. No index. Hdwe on ptd. forme 25 ppe 12 X 10 X }.

72, ACCESSION BOOKe 1920--4 1 vol, System estabe 1920
Record of new books placed in circulation: Title, cost, size of bookj
name of author, publisher; place, date of publication; date of purchase,
sccession number, remarkse Arre nume by accession nos No index. Hdw.
200 ppe 10 x 10 x 2.

XVI, BOARD OF PUBLIC +ELFARE

On December 7, 1789, it was "Voted to Raise an Overplus of Fifteen
Pounds for the Support of the Poor," and in the fbllowing year three
averseers of the TDoor were elected for a 1 year term.l They were elect~
ed more or less regularly through 1853, but their main task was appar-
ently to_see that the poor of the town were "vendued to the lowest
bidder."< In some years no provision whatever was made for the poor,
and no oversecrs were elected; in some years the poor of the town
werc vendued without mention of any contracting officials; in other
years it was voted that the selectmen be overseers of the poor.”

Since 1854 the wown has voted "that the care of the poor be left
in the hands of the selectmen," or that the selectmen should "act as
the overseers of the poor."LL The Town Records make no mention of the
formal establishment, as required by law, of a board of public wel-
farey but the annual reports indicate that such a board has been
establishedy with the seleotmen serving as members.

73. WERSEERS OF THE POOR RECORDy 183L4-~-e 5 volse
Register of persons supported by town: Name, address, birthplacec,
settlement status of aid recipient; amount, types date of aid; manncn
date of discharge (if any). Includes copy of will of Job Goodale

1. Town Records, second vol., 1786-1815, pp. 67, 69, see ontry 7e

2. Bbid,, third Voley 1016=I8y Ds 210

3. TIbide, second vol., 1786-1815, pe. 311; third vol., 1816-L48,
Ppe 35, 187, 266, 376; fourth vol., 1848-66, pPpe Ths 95.

e Tbid., fourth vol., 1848-66, ppe 112, 38L; vol. 6, pp. By 412,

5. Annual Report, 1939, p. 2, scs ontry 2.
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bequeathing land for Charity Farm. Arr. chron. by date of aid.
Indexed alphs by name of reocipient. Hdwe. 150 ppe 14 x 8 x 1.
L volsey 1834-1917, town va., T.H.; 1 vols, 1918-~, residenoce
of M« A« Denison (board member), Parmenter Rd.

T4. OLD AGE ASSISTANCE, 1931--. 1 vol. Assistance
authorized by law 1931,
Name, address, oase number of recipient; amount, typey date of
aid; date of notice of aid, amount and date of bill rendered to
state department of public welfare; amount of reimbursement;
remarkse Arre. nume by case noe NoO index. Hdw. H0Eppa 12K
12 x 1« Residence of M. A. Denison (board member), Parmenter Rd.

XVII. BOARD OF HEALTH

The selectmen have always handled all matters pertaining to
public health, but the date when they were formaelly constituted
the board of health cannot be found; it is possible that no
formel vote was ever taken. The town warrant lists "all neoes-
sary Town Officers" to be chosen for the ensuing year, but the
board of health is not found in it.l However, by customs, the
list of town officers given in the annunl reports, gives the
names of the selectmen as members of the board of health. The
fiot that their record of contagious diseases begins in 1916
would indicate, however, that, by that time, at any rate, the
selectmen were carrying on the funotions of & board of health.

75+ RECORD OF DANGEROUS DISEASES, 1916-17. 1 vol.
Name, address, case number of patient; nature, date of illness;
source of milk supply, laboratory finding, name of informant,
remarks. Arr. num. by case no. No index. Hdw. 100 Ppe. 4% x
131 o= Town Veiey Tl

XVIII. BURIAL AGENT

Two officers called "grave dijzers" were eleoted for 1=-
year terms in 1815 and 1816.” Their obvious successors,
"saxtons," were two in number from 1817 through 1819,4

1. _]_:_b_i_g_o’ 1939, Pe 82

2e Ibif].o’ Pe 2

3e Town Records, second vol., 1786~1815, ps 328; third
Voley 1816-48y p. 7s see entry 7.

4' Ibid.' thlrd Volop 1816“1489 PPe 16g 3_50
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Burial Agent

3 Thereafter, only a single sexton held office. He was elected
annually through 1852, and then was appointed annually by the selectmen
until the office became defunct after 1866.% From 1820 through 1823,
and in 1825, 1831, and 1834, the office was apparently not filled. The
sexton's macabre duties were "to have charge of the hearse, to open the
grave, convey the corpses thither and bury them decently."“ Since 1 36
the selectmen have appointed a burial agent annually, although these
appointments are not recorded in the records.3 His main funoction is

to provide for the burial of soldiers and sailors.

2. LRI APE . RSSO Ao 2

i
3

i 2 R

B No records were found for this office.

i

E AIX. INSPACTOR OF ANIMALS AND BARNS

i g X ; :

E An inspsotor of animals and barns has been appointcd regularly hy
E the selectmen since 1929,L and on occasion before that date.

E

} No records were found for this office.

'S " 1Y ™Y el

i XX. INSPECTOR OF SLAUGHTERING

An inspector of slaughtering has been appointed annually by the
selectmen since 1929,2 and probably on occasion before that date.

No records were founds for this office.

441+ SUPERINTZNDENT OF HIGH:/AYS

The history of *his office must inevitable include the history of
the surveyors of highways, who were elected annually from 1762 through
1876. Until 1795, their numbers varied from 3 to 11; thereafter, the
number elected Zas generally 6 (1 from each district) or 12 (2 from
each distriot).”® From 1877 through 1889 the selectmen appointed the

1. Ibides ppe Thy 101, 402; fourth vole, 1848-66s ppe 3+ Ths
98, 387
2. Ibide, third volas, 1816-48, ps 7he
3. Information obtained from Mre Melvin Denison, cheirman, board
5 of selectmen.
; 4o Annual Report, 1929, p. 35 1939, pe 3y see entry 2.

5. Ibidc, 1929% p' 3) 1939’ P' 3‘
6+ Town Recordsy first vol., 1762=86, PP. 4y 255; second vol., 1786-
1815, pps 2, 140, 528; fifth vol., M67-1912, ppe 8, 159, see ontry Te




Superintendent of Highways

surveyors, or, on occasion, managed the highways and hridges them-
selvese.

In 1890 Ehrcc road commissioners were eleoted for S=year terms,
one annually,“ but in the following year, the selectmen were
authorized to appoint a single road ocommissioner in aocordance with
chapter 98 of the Acts of 1889.” Thereafter, through 1928, the
system in vogue varied almost every year. Sometimes the selectmen
managed the highways directly; sometimes they appointed a road
comnissioner or superintendent of highways; occasionally the town
meeting elected a road commissioner, superintendent of streets, or
even highway surveyors.a Since 1929, however, the selectmen have
appointed a superintendent of highways annually.d

The superintendent k

eeps no records, but see entry 2-ii £ for
report of superintendent of s

el
f streets 1921-22.

XXII. CONSTABLES

A constable was elected for a l-year term in 1762 and 1763.6
From 1764 through 1902 the constable was also elected tax collectort
For much of this period it was the custom to "put up the collection
of taxes to the lowest bidder with the understanding that the
collector shall be constable."8 Generally only one collector was
eleocted; but occasionally, as from 1897 through 1902, two collectors
were elected with the understanding that the "first constable," being

the lowest bidder, should be collector also, while the other performed

routine constable duties.? Fronm 1903 through 1918 the number of
constables elected annually varied from two to five ;10 since 1919,
however, the number has been invariably four.

No records were found for this office.

1e: Ibidey fifth vole, 1867=3912% ppa 171,.3225%

2e¢ Ibidey pe 334

3. Ibides, p. 346.

4o Ibide, Pov 303% U895 623, 716 vols 6y ppe 307 86, 122,
5« Amnual Reports 1929, p. 3; 1939, p. 3, see entry 2.

6. Town Records, first vol., 1762-86, pp. 3, 6, see entry 7.
T Ibidey Pe 7; £ifth vol.s pe 5455

8. Ibid., fourth vol., 1848-66, p. 262.

9. Ibid., fifth vol., 1867-1912, ppe. 451y 545

10s Ibides ppe 555+ 675¢ 716; vols 6 ppe 13, 96.

llo Ibidal VOl . 6. (D e 108. ).L]._s.
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XXIII. FIRE WARDEN

A fire warden has been appointed by the selectmen annually since
1929.l and at various times before that date.

No records were found for this office.

XXIV. SEALER OF ¥Z2IGHTS AND MEASURES

In general, it can be stated that a sealer of weights and msasures
was sleoted annually from 1762 through 1928, and that he has been appoint-
ed by the selectmen each year since then. In certain soattered years,
however, - 1764, 177Ls 1777, 1787, 1794, etc. and throughout the entire
period from 1820 through 1834,~-no elections of a sealer took placec.

76. (ANNUAL REPORT OF SEALER OF WRIGHTS AND MEASURES), 1921--,
In Annual Report of the Town Officers and Committees, entry 2.
Number of measures, pumps, scales tested; amount of fees paid treasurer.

77+ SEALER'S RECORDS, 1909--. 2 vols.
Record of tests of weighing and measuring devices: Name, address, busi-
ness of owner; type of device; results, date of test; amount of fee, date
of paymente Arr. chron. by date of test. No index. Hdwe. 20 ppe. 18 x
10 x 4e 1 voley, 1909-15, town vaey, TeHe; 1 vOle, 1916--, residence of
Henry O. Root (sealer), South St.

XXV. TREE WARDEN

A tree warden has been elected annually since 1900.LL No records
were found for this office.

—

1. Annual Report, 1929, p. 3; 1939, P. 3, see entry 2.

2, Information obtained from Mr. Melvin Denison, c¢hairman,
board of selectmen.

3. Town Records, first vol., 1762-86, p. L, see entry 7; Annual
Report, 1937, p. 37; 1929, p. 3; 1939, p. 3, ses entry 2. s

L, Town Records, fifth vol., 1867-1912, pp. 496, 716; vol. 6,

Pp. 12, 415, see entry 7.
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ALVI MOTH SUBSRINTENDENT

The selectmen have appointed a moth superintendent annually

since 1929, and probably begore, although the Town Records make no
note of prior appointments.*

No records were found for this office.

XYVYVTT PII<T . » TOHR RK
AAVII. PUSBLIC WZIGHERS

Public wei generally three in numher, have bsen appointed

annually by the selectien since 1929.°

No records were found for this office.

XXVIII. SURVEYORS OF WOOD AND LUMBER

This office has been continuous, under various titles, since
1792 when a "surveyor of lumber" was elected for a l-year term.3
Thereafter, through 1870, from one to three surveyors of Jumber

were eleoted annuallye.

of wood and bark" were elected annually the town meeting.? In
1871 the two offices were combine,® and from three to five "surveyors
of wood, lumber and bark" were eleotod amually through 1877.7

Since 1878 the title of these officers has been "surveyors of wood
end lumbers" In numbers varying from two to seven they were elected
annually through 1930.° Since 1931 from three to five surveyors of
Wood and lumber have been appointed by the selectmen.?

Meanwnile, from 1853 through 1870, from one to four "megsurers
by

No records were found for this office.

le. Annual Report, 1929, p. 3¢ 1939, P. 3y See entry 2.
2% Ibid«, 1929, Pe 3; 1939, DV 3.
3« Town Records, second vol., 1786-1815, Pe 101, see entry 7.
Lo Ibidey p. 328; fifth vol., 1867-1912, pp. 8, 56.
5. Ibid., fourth wvol., 1848-66, pp. 98, 385; fifth vol., 1867-
L1912y Ppisi8s-56+
6o ID1id ey o TifEh -0 o4 1867-1912, pe. 75.
T« Ibidey vols® 6y DD 97, 170,
8. Ibid., fifth vol., 1867-1912, pp. 1
fy 3

9. Ibide, vol. 6, ppe. 288, 354, 3¢
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XXIX. CUSHMAN HALL COMMITTEE

In 1864, by the will of Henry #. Cushman who had already been a
benefactor to the public library, the town of Bernardston was given a
boarding house called Cushmen Hall and the lot upon which it stood, for
the use of the library and Powers Institute. Mr. Cushman directed that
this bequest be managed by a committee incorporated by the Commonwealth,
consisting of the trustees of the Cushman Library, the president of the
board of trustees of Powers Institute, and two other persons, to be
called the Cushman Hall Comgittee.l The act incorporating this body
was passed on May 20, 1867« At present the Cushman Hall Committee
consists of four members who serve annual terms: One is the president
of the trustees of Powers Institutey another is the chairman of the
Cushman Library trustees, and the remaining two are appointed by these
gentlemen from their respective boardss The function of the Committee
is to handle the income from Cushman Hall, which is now run as an
epartment house; half of the proceeds are devoted to the publio &
library, and the other half to the support of a public leoture series.”

In addition to the following records, se¢ entry 2-ii ¢ for report
of Cushman legacy agent 1896-98, 1900,

78+ (ANNUAL REPORT UF TRSASURER OF CUSHMAN HALL COMMITIER),
1883--« In Annual Report of the Town Officers and Committees,
entry 2.
Accounts for maintenanoce of Cushman Hall, Park, and Library: Amount of
town appropriation; name of payee; amount, purpose of payment; balance ;
amount, source of income; amount of dividends, repayments on loans;
includes certification of accounits by auditore. Also includes names,
value of securities received from He We Cushman Estate ; number of shares
of stock held; place, amount of deposits, 1906~7, 1915=17, 1919-20Q,
1922-2L4 1926--; occasionally total wvalue of all fundss.

79+ (TREASURER'S RECORD OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES), 1927--.
1l vols Prior records destroyed by fires

Record of monies received from dividends, interest, hall rent: Name of
payer; amount, date of receipt; total receipts. Expenditures for labor,
lectures, entertainment, insurance: Name of payee; amount, date of
expenditure ; total expenditurese. Arre. chrone by date of transaction.
No indexs Hdwes Binding in poor conditione 152 ppe. 10 x 8 x 3},
Residence of We He Root (treas.)y, South St

l. Ibides, fourth vole, 1848-66, ppe 335-342.
2% AOtS. 186?' che 2610
3¢ Annual Reports 1938, ppe. 8-10, see entry 2.




XXX. MODERATOR

Until recently, a moderatoi was elected for each town meeting,
He now serves a full year terme

No records were found for this office.

iwo "grave diggers" were elected for l-year terms in 1815 and
1816, They were succeeded by “gaxtons." also two in number; elected
annually from 1817 through 1819. Thereafter, a single sexton was
elected annually through 1852, and appointed by the selsctmen through
lééé.h During certain of these years, however,- 1320-23, 1825, 1831,
1834~ the office was allowed to remain vacant. After 1866 the
records are silent conegrning this or similiar offices, but since
1929, and perhaps earlier, the selectmen have appointed a sexton
annually.”? The Annual Reports meke no mention of his duties, but it
is clear that they are different from those of the burial agente.

No records wsre found for this officee
PART Ce DEFUNCT OFFICES

XXII. FENCE VIEWERS

The history of the fence viewers indicated the rapid obsoles-
cence of time=-honored offices when the conditions that brought them
into existence are no longer presents. This office was oreated at the

l. Town Records, vol. 1, 1762-86, p. 3; vol. 6, Pie LTl
See entry 7.

2. Ibid., second vol., 1786-1815, pe. 328; third vole,
1816-48, p. 7.

3¢ Ibidey third vol., 1816-48, ppe 16, 35.

Le Ibidey ppe 74s 101, 402; fourth vol., 1848-664 DPpe 39 Tl
98l 3d?a

5« Annual Report, 1929, p. 3; 1939¢ Pe 34 see entry 2,
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first town meeting in 1762,1 and for more than 100 years thereafter,
from two to six fence viewers were eleoted by the town annually. The
first important change took place in 1892 when it was voted that the
selectmen should be the fence viewerse Except in 1907, when three
fence viewers were elected for a l-year term, the selectmen were
elected as fence viewers through 1930.LL In 1931 it was voted that the
choice of fence viewers should be left in the hands of the selectmen,
and the selectmen appointed three fence viewers each year through
1937.5 No elections or appointments whatsoever took place in 1938 and
1939y perhaps indicating the extinction of this offices

No records were found for this offices

XXXIII. TITHINGMEN

At the first town meeting, held in 1762, one tithingman was eleoted
for a l-year terme Thereafter, through 1785, two were elected annually,
The number of tithingmen elected thereafter waried from two to six.!

The last election of tithingmen took place in 1846 when five were
chosens

No records were found for this office.

XXXIV. WARDENS

2>

From two to five "wardens" wecre elected annually from 1762 through
1792.9 The office has been defunot since then.

No records were found for this office.

l. Town Records, first vol., 1762-86, ps. 4.]gaz entry T

2o IbidassPifth woley 1867-1912,7 D% 3564

Fe Ibides Pe 621.

Le Ibides vole 6y pe 27k

5. Ibides ppe 288, 334, 389.

6. Ibidey first vole, 1762-86, DPpe 35 5¢ 255.

7o Ibidey second volesy 1786-1815, ppe 2, 83, 328; third vol.,

1816~184 pe be

8e _I:Q_i_g:o. third VOl.. 15?)16"1‘!.8, Pe 3(.59.

9¢ Ibidey first voley, 1762-864 DPPe 3¢ 255; seccond voles 1786~
1805y e 25 101,




X¥XVe. HOG REEVES

Hog reeves, in numbers varying, from 2 to 12, were elected
annually in Bernardston from 1762 throup gh 183L. L However, none
were elected in 1783 nor in 1790. The office has been defunct since
1854«

No records were found for this office.

D DO OVUS o
XXXVI. EZXR RERVES

From 1762 through 1796, with the exception of the period 1790-
95y two "deareaves," or "deer reeves" were elected annually at the
town mestinge.s The office has been defunct since then.

No records were found for this office.

XXXVII. SURVEYORS OF SHINGLES AND CLAPBOARDS

These officers were elected, with more or less regularity, from
1763 through 1798 when the office became defunct.’ The number of
officers generally elected was two, with their titles ranging from

oV

a severe "surveyors of shingles and clabbords" to an ornate "surveyors

of boards, shingles, slitwork, clapboards, staves and hoops."

No records were found for this office.

XXXVIII. SURVEYOR OF WHEAT

=

ﬁwo surveyors of wheat were elected annually from 1763 tbroug
1767.~ One surveyor was elected annually from 1791 through 179k.

1. Ibid., first vol., 1762-86, pp. 4, 32, 255; third vol.,
1816—&8, Pp. 7. 67, 188.

JIbid., first vol., 1762-86, pp. 4, 57, 255; second vol.,
1786- lplB pP. 49, 149.
3. Ibid., first vol., 1762-86 pe 6, 2553 second vol .,

1786-1815, pp. 2; 162.
L. ;QAQ.. first vola., 1762-86, ppe 6, 19.
5. Ibid., second vol., 1786-1815, pp. 83, 127.
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Surveyor of iheat

In the intervening period, and since 1794, no surveyors of wheat have been
elected.

#0 records were found for this office.

XXXIX. SEALER OF LEATHER

A sealer of leather was elected annually from 1769 through 1809.%
However, the records make no mention of this office in 1771 and l?S?.L
In 1810 two sealers were elected for a l-year term; the office became
defunct thereafter.3

No records were found for this office.

In 1770, 1772, 1773, 1775-80, 1783 and 1788 two heywards wer%
elected for a 1 year term.l One was elected in 1774 and in 17924
while threse were elected in 1789 In the interveing years between 1770
and 1792, none were clected. After 1792, the offce beoame decfunct.

No records were found for this office.

ALI. FISZLD DRIVERS

In 1796 two field drivers were clected for a 1 year term.” No
further elections to this office took place until 1835. Then, from
1835 through 1930, six field drivers, "one from each district," were

1. Ibid., first vole., 1762-86, pp. 28, 255; second vol., 1786-1815,
269.

2. Ibid., first vol., 1762-86, p. 38; second vol., 1786-1815, p. 13.
3¢ Ibide, second vol., 1786-1815, p. 281.

ll,. Ibido’ fiI‘St VOl., 1762-86. pp" 32' !"5, 62' 981 25:}; S(",Cond VOl o9

PP 2

1786=1815, p. 28.
5« Ibid., first vol., 1762-86, p« 57; second vole, 1786-1815, p. 101l.
6. Ibid., second vol., 1786-1815, p. L9.
7« Ibide, p. 149.
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Field Drivers

elected annually, with clook=like regularity.l From 1931 through 1237
the selectmen have generally appointed six field drivers each yeary
but no appointments have taken place in 1938 and 1939.

No records were found for this office.

XLII. POUND KEEPER

In 1792 it was voted "to build a pound on the hill, north of
John Foster's, for the sum of two pounds eighteen shillings."3 It
must have taken a considerable time to build the pound, for no pound
kesper was elected until 1797. However, a pound keeper was elected
annually thereafter through 1812.4 The office was defunct for a
period ensuing. Annual eleotions of a pound keeper were again resumed,
however, in 1835, and continued through 1928.° However, in 1895 and in
1909, thr records make no mention of this office, and in 1905 the field
drivers were elected to serve as pound keepers in their wvarious dis-
tricts.6 In 1929 and 1930 it was voted that the seleotmen should
serve as pound kecpers;7 in 1931 the choice of a keeper was left in
the hands of the selectmen;8 in 1932, 1934, 1936, and 1937 the select-
men appointed a pound keeper for a 1 year term;? end in 1935 a pound
keeper was elected for a single year..0 No elections have taken place
in the last two years (1938-39).

No records were found for this office.
XLIII. LIQUOR AGENT

In 1864 and 1865 the selectmen appointed a liquor agent for a
l-year term.11 The records make no further mention of this office.

1. Ibid., third vol., 1816-48, pp. 200, 403; vol. &y pp. 6, 275.
2 ~Ibidh, vole 63 -pp«.28852301¢:389,

3, Ibid., second vol., 1786-1815, p. 112.

I Toite, —pp s =102 298K

5« Ibide, pp. 200, 403; vol. 6, pe 2l

6% Thidey Lifth-volic, =[867=1912 = P~ 586.

7+ Ibide, Vols by Dps 265y 27h+

8. 1Ibide, pe 288,

9« Ibide, ppe 301, 334, 367» 389.
10%  Ibids; Db 350

11, Ibide, fourth vol., 1848-66, pp. 345-367.
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81« LIQUOR AGENT'S RECORD, 1867~68. 1 vols
Record of liquor sales: Name of purchaser; amount, kind of liquor; date
of sale. Arr. chron. by date of sale. No index. Hdw. Writing faded,

]
b paper poor. 100 ppe 8 X 7 x 1o Town Vae, TeHe
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PART D. BERNARDSTON FIRE AND WATER DISTRICT

The Bernardston Fire and Water District was established in 1930,
with the passage of chapter 93, Acts of 1930. The officers consists
of a olerky treasurer, two auditors and a moderatory all elected
annuallyy for one-year terms and three commissioners elected, one
annually, for one-year terms. Prior to the formation of the district,
Bernardston's water needs were supplied in part by Fire District No. 1
in Greenfield, while local fire engineers, and later a fire chdef,
performed the necessaryfire-fighting task.

A1l records are in the residence of Lynn Wyatt (distriect clerk
and treasurer), Center Street, Bernardstons

82. (MINUTES OF DISTRICT MEETINGS)s 1930, 1935--« 1 vole.
Date, place of meeting; names, terms of officers; nature of business
transacted; signature of distriot clerke Includes copies of warrants
for meetings and oconstable's returns thereons Arr. chron. by date
of meetinge No index. Hdwe, typede - 150 ppe 103 x 7 3/ x 1.

83+ (Published) REPORT OF THE OFFICERS, BERNARDSTON FIRE
AND WATER DISTRICT, 1937-39. 3 vols.
Contains report of:
i. Assessors: Amount of real and personal property assessments,
tax rate; names of assessorse.
ii+« Tax collector: Auditor!s statement of examination of tax
book, showing amount of tax, interest, abatements;
name8 of auditorse.
iiis Commissioners: Treasurer's receipts and expenditures.
Includes copies of warrants for distriect meetings.
Arr. by subjeots No index. Ptds 12 pp. 9 x 6 x 1/8. e

84. (TREASURER'S RECORD OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES),
1936--. 2 vols.

Receipts: Date, amount, source of receipt; total receipts. Expenditures:
Date, amount, purpose of payment; name of payee, check number, total
expenditures. Also contains record of monthly water-meter readings:
Date of reading, name of consumer, amount charged, quantity of water
consumed, amount paid treasurer. Arr. chron. by date of transaction.
No indexe. Hdw. 150 pp. 10 X 8 x % and 175 pp. 102 x 8 x 1.
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APPENDIX
STATE ARCHIVES RELATING TO BERNARDSTON

1. (ORDER OF GENERAL COURT FOR ORGANIZATION MESTING OF PROFRIETORS) o
Dece 2l4s 1735+ 1 sheet
Order of the General Court empowering and directing Thomas «Wells to call
a meeting in some Hempshire.County town, of the grantees of the tract
of land made by said court to the officers and soldiers who were at the
"Falls Fight" above Deerfield, for the purpose of choosing a moderator
and proprietors" clerk; also to agres upon effectual methods for laying
out lots and fulfilling their grant and calling future meetings. Hdwe
1 pe 72 X 7o (Vole 1lhs "Towns", 1730-1742s Po 603 )
For printed version of this order, see Province Resolvess XII, 1734~

1740y Pe 197-

2+ (REPORT OF COMITIZE OF GENERAL COURT OK SELECTION OF PROPRIETORS),
June 1736e 2 sheetse

Report of committee consisting of William Dudleys Eze . Lewis, John Stoddard,
Joseph Dwight, John Weinright, members of committee appointed by the
General Court, presenting a 1ist of those entitled to a share in the towne-
ship granted those or the descendents of those who took part in the "Falls
Fighte" Court order thereson accepting committee's report dated January 21,
1736/7« Hdwe L ppe 7 X 12. (Vole 1ll, "Towns", 1730=1742y PPe 605-608)

For printed version of this reports see Province Resolvess XII,

1734=1740, pe 33L4.

3. (IETITION OF PROPRIETORS' AGENT FOR ADDITIONAL LAND), Auge 5»
1741s 2 sheets.

Petition of Thomas iifellsy agent for the proprietors of lands granted
for a township to the officers and soldiers participating in the "Falls
Fight" with the Indians in November 1734, to Governor Jonathan Belcher,
council, and house of representatives stating that in 1734 said court
granted petitioners =a traot of land six miles square, that a plot was
made of said land by the surveyors Nethaniel Kellogg, and is now before
the court for confirmation; that petitioners! grant is not as valuable
as other grants made by the court, hecause a former grant of five
hundred acres to Mre Fayerweather's heirs and other grants were taken
from the town's best lands, and the number of grantees is more than was
expected; alsoy part of the land is rough and barrene. Therefore petition-
ers ask for an additional gore of land adjacent to theirs, and that their
plot be accepted and confirmed. Read in the house of representatives
Auge 50 1741 and ordered that the plot of said tract granted to Sam Hunt
and officers and soldiers of the Falls Fight in Nove 1734 made by
Nethaniel Kellogg on May Lo 1736, be accepted and the lands described
be confirmed to said grantees according to their list as presented To
the court on January 21, 1736/7s exclusive of MNre Fayerweather'!s grant;
and since Sam Colby of Almsbury and Tryal Newbery of Malden, deceased,
were in seid fight and had not received their share in said townships
that Sam Colby's son be granted 26l acres of the land mentioned in said
petition, and a like quantity to Nathaniel Newbery's son, and the
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remainder be granted the proprietors of said township to be theirs
forevery, provided said gore does not exoceed 4480 acres. Hdw. 3
ppe 8 x 13+ (Vol. 114, "Towns", 1730-1742, pp. 594-596.)

For a printed version of this petition, see Province Resolves,
XIIIs 1741-1747+ ppPe 3bs 35.

4« (ORDER FOR DEFENSE APPROPRIATION), Nove 11, 1743, 1 sheet.
From the apprehension of the house of the speedy rupture of relations
between Great Britain and France, and in order that the inland frontiers
of the provinoe may be put in a better posture of defense the house
of representatives authorized an appropriation from the Supply Bill
for constructing a garrison or bloockades of square timber round some
dwelling house or houses or otherwise in frontier towns as seem
prudent; also, that Thomas Ingersole, John Leonard and Thomas Jones
be a committee to carry out said order; that sums granted be
apportioned to each place and any overplus be returned to the province
treasury. Passed in house of representatives, November 11, 1743.
Read in council, November 11, 1743 and concurred, and appointed
John Stoddard and Oliver Partridge member of said committee; also
ordered that Fallstown, Colrain, Blandfad, Stoeckbridge, Sheffield,
end Upper Housatunack eaoh receive 100 pounds, that New Hampton
receive sixty-six pounds, thirteen shillings, four pence; that
Fallstown be one of the towns fortified. Consented to by
Governor #illiam Shirley. Hdw. 2 ppe. 8% x 12, (Vol. 115, "Towns",
1702-1751, ppe 183-184.)

5. (PETITION OF PROPRIETORS FOR SETTLEMENT OF GRIEVANCES),
Dec. 25y 1751. 2 sheets.

Petition of Ebenezer Shelden and Caleb Chapin in behalf of the
proprietors of Fallstown to Lieutsnant Governor Phips, council, and
house of representatives, stating that Colonel Israel #illisams had
refused to accept the office of proprietors! clerk to which he had
been cleoted; that as a result the proprietors are without a clerk
and unable to hold regular meetings; that it had been twenty years
since the township was established, and although the grant required
sixty families to settle in said township within three years from
date of grant, only fifteen families had done so; therefore,
petitioners adked the court to enact nescessary legislation to
remedy their difficultisss Read in house of representatives January 9,
1752, and ordered that upon application in writing of any five
Proprietors, Ebenezer Shelden be empowered to give notification of
& meeting; that said notice be posted at some public place in the
towns of Fallstown and Deerfield at least twenty days before the
date of meeting; that Oliver Partridge and Joseph Hawley report to
the court which proprietors have and have not fulfilled the condi-
tions of their grant. Read in counecil, Janu:ry lh, 1752, and con-
curred. Petition oonsented to by Lizutenant Governor Phips. Hdw.
3 pp. 7% x 12, (Vol. 116, "Towns", 1751-1754, Ppe 157-159.)

For a printed version of this petition, see XIV, Province Resolves,
BPLT=1752v" - 585%
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6. (RIPORT OF GENERAL COURT COWMITTEZ ON GRIZVAINCEZS OF PROPRIETORS),
May 8, 1752« 2 sheets.

Report of Oliver Partridge and Joseph Hawley, members of the committee
appointed by the General Court to consider the petition of Ebenezer Shelden
and others of Fallstown, in which the committee stated they had visited
said town and presented a list of original proprietors or their assignees
who had fulfilled ocompletely or in part the conditions of their grant;
the committee found that although some of the proprietors inecluded in said
list had fulfilled the conditions of their grant, they did not do so
within the four years as required; that many of the proprietors had
deserted the township during the war, and some of the lands were grown
over and numerous buildings had been burned; that proprietors had built a
meetinghouse and settled a minister who had left town during the war and
at present there were but fifteen inhabitants in said town. Hdw. 3 pp.
7+ x 123+ (Vol. 116, "Towns", 1751-1754s Pp. 190-192,)

7. (PETITION OF PROPKIETORS FOR AUTHORITY TO LEVY AND COLLECT
TAXES)s Septe 33 1753« 1 sheets

Petition of Ebenezer Shelden, Jr. and other proprietors of Fallstown to
Governor William Shirley, oouncil, and house of representatives, request-
ing power to gather all the taxes that have been raised upon the rights
of said town, and especially one of twenty-two pounds on eaoch right, part
of which the proprietors have refused to pay; also, to be empowered to
gather future taxes necessary to pay for preaching, settling a minister,
and other public expenditures; that the court decide who shall be excused
from settling their rights, thers being ninety-seven rights besides the
public rights in town and only sixty are required to be settled. Read
in the house of rejresentatives, September 12, 1753, and ordered that the
substance of the petition be printed in the Evening Post, that resident
and nonresident proprietors may show cause why petitioner's prayer should
not be granted. Reed in council, September 13, 1753, and concurrede.
Read again in counoil, December 31, 1753, and ordered that Sylvanus Brown
and Eleazer Porter, with such as the house shall join, be a committee to
take said petition under consideration and report what they Jjudge proper
to be done. Read in house of representatives, December 31, 1753, and con-
curred; Captain Elijah Williams, Mr. Mosely, and Colonel Partridge be
appointed to join in. the affair. Hdw. 2 p. 7 x 12. (Vol. 1164 "Towns",
1751-175ls ppe 421-422,)

For a printed version of this petition, see Province Resolves, XV,

1753'1756’ Pe 50.

8+ (REZPORT OF GENERAL COURT COMMITTEE ON PROPRIETORS' PETITION
CONCERNING TAXATION)e Jene. 35 1754 1 sheet.

Report of the committee appointed by the General Court to consider petition
of Ebenezer Shelden, Jr. and others, recommending a committee be appointed
to go to Fallstown, hear the parties concerned, and report their opinion
Wereon; that the expenses of the appointed committec be paid by said
proprietors. Signed by Sylvanus Brown. Read in council, January 3,
1754y and ordered that Eleazer Porter with such as the ocourt shall join
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be a conmittee for above purposes. Read in house of representatives.
January 4, 1754, concurred, and named Elijah Williams snd Oliver
Partridge to join in the affair. Hdwe. 1 p. 7% x 6. (Vol. 116,
"Towns", 1751-1754y p. 423.)

9« (REPURT OF GEMSRAL COURT COMMITTEE ON RESULT OF EEARING
VITH PROPRIETORS)y November 6, 1754 1 sheet.

Report of Oliver Partridge, Elijah Williams, and Eleazer Porter,
members of the committee appointed by the General Court on January UL,
1754y stating they had met with the proprietors on August 20, 1754,
and recommended that the present treasurer, Ebenszer Shelden, Jrey
or such as the proprietors select, be empowered to require collectors
to settle forthwith all assignments committed to them; that said
proprietors be empowered to levy taxes for providing a preacher until
they settle a minister; that proprietors call a meeting to select a
minister, raise and levy other taxes deemed neoessary by proprietors;
that all taxes shall be raised on land laid on in the original. grant,
including lands of AMr. Fayerweather and the two grants in the gore.
The committee presented a list of lots on which the conditions of
settlements had been met, twenty-eight in number, and another list of
lots which they recommended should be disposed af at the direotion of
the court, unless settlement was made; that the sixty proprietors who
settled in said town as required by their grant be allowed the
twenty-two pounds each which the proprietors voted them. Read in
council, November 5, 1754, and ordered that said report be accepted.
Read in house of representatives, November 6, 1754, and concurred.
Order consented to by Governor William Shirley. Hdw. 2pp. 7% x 12i.
(Vols 116, "Townd, 1751-1754s Dpe 42L4-425.)

For a printed version of the report, see Province Resolves, XV,

10. (PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF GREENFIELD), Octe 5, 1756e 1
sheete.

Petition of inhabitants of Greenfield to Governor Spencer Phipsy
council, and house of representatives, in which Fallstown is mentioned
as being eight or ten miles from Colrain. Petitioners give account of
their exposed condition, request a guard, and ask assistance in
building fortificationss Order on petition dated February 25, 1757
Hdwe 1 p. 74 2 12}. (Vol. 117, "Towns", 1755-1762, p. 208.)

11. (PETITION OF PROPRIETORS FOR ADDITIONAL LAND AND
INCORPORATION)s Dece 16, 1761e 1 sheet.
Petition of Ebenezer Shelden, Jre and other proprietors of Fallstown
to Governor Francis Barnard, council, and house of representatives,
asking for additional of land and that their planation be incor-
Porated into a town. Hdwe 1 p. 8 x 10%. (Vol. 117, "Towns",
1755-1762, pe 768.)
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12. (PETITION FOR CHANGE OF SHIRE TWiN), Jan. 1, 1762. 2 sheets.
Petition of the selectmen and agents representing towns and plantations
in the northern part of Hamphire County to Governor Francis Barnard,
council, and house of representatives, asking that the shire town be
changed to either Nerthampton or Hadley, thus lessening the inconvenience
and expense necessitated to them on account of the distance between
their towns and the shire town; petitioners stated they had no desire
and did not think their p:-vosal would impose any unfair burden on towns
in the southern part of said county. Hdw. 2 ppe 8 x 1234, (Vol. 117,
"Towns", 1755-1762, pp. 682-63l.)

13. (ACT CHANGING PLAKTATION OF FALLSTWN TO TO4N OF BERNARDSTON),
March 3, 1762 1 sheste.

ihereas it hath been represented to this (general) court that the erect-
ing of the plantation called Fallstown, in Hampshire County, into a
town by the name of Bernardston would be of great advantage to said
plantation, be it enacted that the bounds of said plantation be on the
north by the Province line, south by Deerfield and Greenfield, eaat by
Northfield, west by Colrain; that said plantation's name be Bernardston;
that inhabitants of said town be entitled to enjoy same privileges as
other towns in the Province; that Elijah Williams be directed to issue
his warrant to some principal inhabitants of said town, requiring him
to warn qualified voters to meet at such time and place as therein set
forth that they may choose officers as required by law to manage their
affairse Read in the house of representatives, March 2, 1762; rcread
on March 3, 1762, and passed to be engrossed. Read in council, March
3s 1762, concurreds and passed to be engrossed ; approved March 6,
1762. Hdwe 1 pe 73 x 12o (Vol 117, "Towns", 1755-1762, pe 809,)

For a printed version of this act, see Province Laws, IV, 1757-
1768, ppe 530, 531.

1he (PETITION OF PROPRISTORS FOR POYER TO CALL A MEETING AND PAY
DEBTS INCURRED BEFCRE INCURPCRATICN), June 7y 1764+ 1 sheete
Petition of John Burk, in behalf of the proprietors of Bernardston, to
Governor Francis Barnard, council, and house of represeutatives.'stating
that the proprietors of said town at time of incorporation were indebted
to Reverend Job Wright for his settlement and part of one year's salary;
that no provision was made in the act of incorporation for raising, money
on the proprietors! lands. The petitioners ask the court for authority
to call a meeting of the proprietors and raise money to pay said debts.
Hdws 1 Dot 73 X9, (Vols 1l "Ecclesiastical", 1757-1774y pe 383.)

15. (ACT AUTHORIZING PROFRIETORS TO CALL A MEETING AND PAY DEBTS
INCURRED BEFORZ INCORPORATION), June 1ll, 176L4e 1 sheet.
General court order that, upon application by five or more proprietors

Y

of Bernardston to any of the justices of the peage of Hampshire County
stating they desired to call a proprietors! meeting in order to raise
money to pay aforesaid debts and transact business relative thereto,
the said justice -of the peace issue his warrant, giving time, place,
and purpose of meeting therein, to one of the proprietors; that a copy
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of said warrant be posted in some public place in town, and inserted
in three Boston newspapers for three successive weeks at least twenty
days before said meeting; that proprietors at such meeting may make
choice of necessary officers and make such votes as necessary for
levying, assessing, and collecting sums they owe, together with such
sums as neocessary to defray the expenses of procuring warrant; that
the asscssors be empowercd to make sale and convey delinquent
proprictors! lands upon which their tax rcmeins unpaid after sixty
daysy observing thc rules as provided in an act entitled "An Act to
Subject the Unimproved Lands /iithin This Province to be Sold For
Payment of Taxes Thereon". Read in house of representatives, June
14, 1764, and passed to be engrossed. Read in council, June 1ll,
1764y and passed to be engrossede Hdwe. 2 ppe 7 X 12. (Vol. 118,
"Towns"y 1763-177hs PPe 49s 50.)

For a printed version of this act, see Province Laws, IV,

1757-1768s pps 723, T2L.

16. (PETITION FCR ABATEMENT CF TO/N TAXES), June 15, 1764.
1 sheet.

Petition of John Burk, in behalf of the proprietors of Bernardston,
to Governor Francis Barnard, council, and house of representatives,
stating the thirty-one inhabitants of said town were very poor, and
due to the effects of wars had only four hundred acres of improved
lands; that said town had paid taxes for the last three years
amounting, to 58 pounds, but was unahle to pay one then due of 19
pounds without causing great distress; therefore, petitioners
prayed said tax be abated. The house of representatives, June 1l,
1764, ordered petition referred to next session of Genergl Court,
and the treasurer not to issue his warrant for the enforcement of
tax payments in the meantime. Read in council, June 15, 1764, and
concurreds Consented to by Governor Francis Barnard. Hdw. 1 p.
7+ x 12. (Vole 118, "Towns", 1763-177hs Pe Llie)

For a printed version of this petition, see Province Resolves,
XVII, 1761-176L4y pe. bLlie

17. (REPURT OF GSNERAL COURT C QMMIITEE ON P®T{}IO% FOR
RESTORATION OF LAND), June 1765 3 sheets.

Report of the committee appointed by the General Court to consider
the petition of Oliver Partridge and other proprietors of Bernardston
who claimed loss of 7350 acres of land due to running of the line
between the provinces of New Hampshire and Massachusetts; the
committee recommended that 7350 acres of unappropriated lands be-
longing to this province be granted said petitioners and their heirs
and that grantees return a plat of said grant to the secretary's
office within twelve months from date. Read in council, June 22,
1765, and sent down. Read in house of representatives, June 21,
1765y accepted, and ordered that the several grants mentioned be
passed separatsly. Read in council, June 25, 1765, and oconcurred.
Haw. 5 ppe 7 x 113+ (Vol. 5, "Colonial", 1728-177h, pp. 245-2149.)

£
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18. (LETTER RIGARDING ASSIGNMENT OF LAND), October 17, 1770.
2 sheets.
ILetver from Thomas Hutchinson to Governor Barnard suggesting that land
belonging to one Mre. Story be assigned to the Province treasurer as
security for payment of his note. Hdwe 2 ppe 73 X 13. (Vol. 27,
"Hutohinson!s Correspondence", 1770-177L4s pPPe 25, 26.)

19 (PETITICN FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR MEDICAL CARE), May 24, 1771,
1 sheet.

Petition of the selectmen of Bernardston to Governor Thomas Hutchinson
and General Court asking for reimbursement from Province treasurer for
expenditures entailed in caring for «illiam Peat, an indigent stranger
ill with smallpoxXx; petitioners also presented an itemized acocount of
said expenditures. Signed by Joel Chapin, Elijah Sheldon, John Burk,
Hawe 2 ppe 7% x 114+ (Vols 118, "Towns", 1763=1774s PPe 433y L43lLe)

204 SELECTMEN'S ORDER ON PROVINCE TREASURER FOR PAYMENT OF BILL
FOR MEDICAL CARE), Aug. 24y 177ls 1 sheet.

Order of the selectmen of Bernardston on Harrison Gray, Province
treasurery, for payment of eight pounds, 12 shillings, 11 pence, or
whatever His Excellency, Governor Thomas Hutchinson and His Majasty's
Council shall allow Samuel Hinsdale for the expense of ecaring and
providing for William Peat in his sickness. Six pounds, 1 shilling,
three- pence was eventually alloweds) HaWs 1 pe 7% x 43. (Vol. 118,
"Towns", 1763-1774s P 435.)
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INDEX
(Underlined numerals refer to pages, others to entry numbers)
Abatement, see Tax treasurer, 38
Abbreviations, 30 trustees, Cushman Library, 55
Accessibility of records, 27 Appendix, 70-76
Act ; Apples,s 19
See also General Court Application for
authorizing proprietors . abatement of motor vehicle execise
meeting, appe 15 tax, 33
town incorporation, 12 victualer license, 6
nt Appointment by, see Moderator, School
burial, 27 ¢ ommittee, Selectmen
county, 2-ii a Appropriation
Cushman legaoyy 2-1ii See also Financial records
for proprietors, 8 assessors, 28-i
Agriculture, see Farm for bridge at iron works, 13
Agricultural for Cushman Library, 6L
community, 21 defense, appe U
products, 19 for school, 17, 49-i, 51-i
Aid, see VWelfare firsty, 13
Allen, Sergeents 11 Aratas Ferry Fund, se=s Fund
Almsbury, appe 3 Area of town, 13, 22, 28-vii
Annexation, part of Assessors, 29 27
Greenfield, 19 See also Financial records, TaXx
Leyden, 20 annual report of, 28
Anabuptisfr—i aporopriations, 23fi
Animal and barn inspector, 58 expenditures of, 8-1ii
Annual report of firsty il
assessors, 28 history of, 41
guditors, 47 receipts of, 28-v
librarian, 67 records, 28-33
library treasurer, bt selectmen as, 27
Powers Institute valuation lists, 26
principal, 59 Assessments
treasurer, 60 See also Teax
school for building meeting houses T
comnittee, L9 decisions on, 29
nurse, 56 of motor vehicle excise, 32
physician, 55 property
seleotmen, 3 personal, 83-1
superintendent of schools, 51 real, 83-1
tax collector, 3L for settling minister, 7
town Assets, town, 3-ii, 38-1
clerk, 9 See also Financial records
officers, 2 Assignment of land, app. 18
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Index
Athletic field, donations for distriet, 21
58-iii of land annexed, 20
Attendance lines of lot, 8
officer, 47, Hl town, 10, 13, app. 13
statistios, 49-ii, 51-ii Bounty for volunteers, 20
Auditing committee, 46 Brattleboro, Gresnfield
Auditor, 21, 46 stage route, 13
annual rsport of, 47 Bridgs, Fall River, 13
certification of accounts by, eppropriation for, 13
3-iii, 34, 38-ii, Hl-iii, lottery for, 13
78 Brook
history of, 46 Dryy 21
Miily-2t
5 Brown, Sylvanus, app. 7, 8
Suchan, Percyy 2_2
cald Burial agent appointment of, 58
Mountain, 21 Burk
Senool, 19 fort, 7
Baptist John, 7, 10, 12, appe. 16
church built, 15 Burrows Cemetery Fund, 38-v, A7
relieved of ministerial tax, 15 Burying
society organized, 15 See also Cemetery funds
Barnard, 10 ground, 12
Governor Franeis, app. 11, 1li4, 16, place, 1L
18
Battle of Lexington, 14 C
Beleher, Governor Jonathan, app. 3
Bernard, Governor Francis, 10 Cambridge, Campain at, 1l
Bernardston Captain Elijah Williams, app. 7
See also Town Care of records, 27
fire and water distriot, 21, 69 Cemetery funds, 38-v
minutes of, 82 See also Burying
records of, 82-8L Census of pupils, see School
Mutual Society for Detecting Certification of accounts, 3.
hieves, 26 by auditor, 3-iii, 54, 38-ii
financial records of, 12, app. 150f linrary, 66
Bibliography, 77y 78 Certifioates, see Births,
Births, 7-ii @, 9-ii a, 10, 13 Merriages
S also Vital statistics Chenges in population, 21
—record_of', =713 Chapin, Capte. Caleb, _]A—.—-_l.‘i, ap!
indexes to, 14 Charity Farm fund, 38-v, 47
returns, 12 Chart of town govermment, 24
Blandfad, app. 4 hief, fire, 21
Board of, see Ascessors, Healths Church, 15, 16
Registrars, Selectmen, Jelfars See also Meetinghouse
Boston, 5 Baptist, see Baptist
and Maine Railroad, sec Railroad Congregational
newspapers, appe. 15 Zvangelical, lé

Boundary Pirst, 16
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Original, 15 Committee

removal to Bernardston
Village, 15
Second, 16
Goodale {1
Memorial, ;é
United, 16
Methodist Episcopal, 16
Society, 19, 16
Baptist, 5y 15
Congregational and Unitarian,
15,
First
Methodist Episcopal, 15
Orthodox Congregational, 16
Preshyterien, 16
Restoration, 16
Universalist, 16
Street, 28
Ciroulation, library, 56
Civil war, 19
service record, 25
soldiers, 20
killed, 20
volunteers, 20
Clark, Mrs. Susan Se., 19
;lerk
proprietors, 8
election of, 6, 9
town, 25, 36
annual report of, 9
first, 1l
history of, 36
records of, 7-26
s treasurer, 25, 26, 36
Clinicsy see School
Club, 2-ii Db
County agent, 2-ii b
4L-Hy 2-11 D
Colby, Sem, appe. 3
Colonel Partridge, appe 7
Colrain, 10y 21, 22, appe U4
Oy 13
land ceded to, 13
Columbus, Georgia, 18
omuissioner
fire and water distrioct, 69
of roads, 59
election of, 59

(@]

to audit
town sccounts, 46
treasurer's accounts, 8
of Correspondencey 15
Cushman Hall, 20
for division of school districts, 17
to elect
proprietors, 7
surveyors of highways, 8
to erect Fall River bridge, 7
to provide preaching, 8
of safety, 15
sehool; see School
for town location, 6
Commitment of motor ve

hicle excise tax,

C ommunity

agricultural, 21

financial status,of, 12
Company roster, 23
Condition of

grant, 6

records, 32
Congregational, see Church
Connecticut River, 5

Railroad, see Railroad
Constabless, 25, 59

first, 11

history of, 59

as tax collectorss 25, L3. 59
Contagious diseases, 57
See also Dangerous diseases
Conrnable, Samuely 7
Cooks, Reve. Amasa, 15
Corn mill, 13
Corporation, see Incorporation
County, 2-ii a, b
gent, 2-ii a
club, 2-ii D

Franklin, 22

Hampshira, app. 1
Court, General, see General Court
Cows, valuation of, 28-vii
Cross references, 31
Cushman

bequest, 62

committee, 62
Hall, 20, 62
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committee
history of, 62
treasurer of, 78
annual report of, 78
eXpenditures by, 79
receipts of, 79
maintenance of, 78
Henry 4.y 20, 62
sstate of, 78
legacy agent, 62, 2-ii o
Library, see Library
Park, 78
maintenance of, 78
Polycarpus, 14
Cutlery, 19, 21
factory, 20

D

Dairy products, 19, 21
Dangerous dissascs, 75
See also Contagious diseases
Deacon Sheldon's Fort, 7
"Dearsaves", elesction of, 65
Deathsy 7-ii b, 9-ii b, 10
See also Vital statistics

index to, 19

reoord of, 11, 18

returns, 12
Deerfield, 8y 10, 11, 22, apps

1, 5, 13

River, 13

valley, Indians in, 5

Deer recves, 25

election of, 65

first, 11
Defense appropriation, app. U4
Defunct offices, 63
Denison, M. A., 29
Departmental

expense, warrants, 5|

revenuey, 39
Disbursements of treasurer, 45
Distillery, gin, 13
District, see Bernardston fire and

water distriet; School
Division of land, first, ¢
Dog

licenses, 26, 40y 9-i

lssued, 21

register, 10-i, 28-ii
Donation

for athletio field, 58-iii

by Mr. Goodale, 18

for publio park, 20
Donors, library, 67
Dry Brook, 21
Dudley, William, appe. 2
Dunnell, Margaret, 29, 48
Dwellings, valuation of, 28~vii
Dwight, Joseph, appe 2

B

East School, 19
Education, secondary school, 18
See also School
Educational expenditures, A5
Election of,
deer reeves, 65
field drivers, 66
first
assessorsy, 1l
constable, 11, 59
deer-reeves, 1l
fence viewers, 11, 64
hogreaves, 1l
moderator, 11
sealer of weigl
selectmen, 1ll, 60
grave digger, 63
heywards, 60
hog reeves, 6§
measurer of wood and bark, 61
moderator, 63
pound keeper, 67
prudential school committee, o 7e
road commissioners, 59
sohool committee, 17
superintending, 17
surveyors of
boards, shingles, slitwork,
claphboardis, staves and
hoops, _6‘5
lumber, 61
* wheat, 65
wood, lumber and bark, 61
Electorate, 24
Endowment fund, AEG)

I

1tsand measurers,




Engineer, fire, 21
England, 5
English grass, 6
Enrollment, see School
Enterprises, number of, 13
Evangelical Congregational
Churchy 16

Evening Post, appe 7
Expenditurss

See also Financial records

sessors, 28-iii

fire and water district,
library, 66, 68

public, app. 7

school, 5l-v

selectmen, 3-iv

of treasurer, 45, 38-1iii, 39

Explanatory notes, 30
F

Factory

See also Industries Mill
cutlery, 20
farm articles, 13, 20
furniture, 13
tool handle, 13

Fall

Fight township, population of,

43
River, 5, 13, 31
bridge, };1
committee, 7
Town, 8
proprietors of, 9, 10
"Falls Fight", 6, 8, apr

soldiers in, appe. 3

Fallstown, app. L, 6y 8y 10,

plantation of, app. 1°
proprietor of, app. 5. 11
Farm
bureau, 2-ii d
implements, 21
number of, 20
Farnham, John, Sre.s 5
Fayerweather, Mr.

grant to heirs of, appe. 3

lands of, app. 9

or care of indigent, app. 19

(00
Lo

Fence viewers
first, 11
history of, 25, 63, 64
Field drivers, 25
history of, 56, 67
as pound keepers, 67
Financial
See also Appropriations, Assessors;
Assets; Expenditures; Fund;
Liabilities; Library; Receipts;
School Free Committee; Selsct-
men; Tax; Treasurer; Valuation;
Jarrants
records of
assessors, 28-iii, v
Cushman library
librarian 68
treasurer, 66, 69, 70
school
committeey, 49-iv, v, 50
superintendent, 51-v
selectmen, 3-i, ii, iv, ix
tax collectory; 35, 36
treasurer, 38-L6
of fire and water district, 84
of Powers Instituteys, 60, 61
status of community, 12
Fire
apparatus, 21
chief, 21; 69
district, 21, 69
engineer, 21, 69
system, 21
warden, 60
appointed by selectmen, 60
and Wiater District, 69
commissioners, 69
report of, 83-iii
meetings, 82
minutes of, 82
werrants for, 82
treasurer, 84
expenditures by, 84
receipts of, 84
First
assessorss; 11
Congregational Church, 16
meeting house, 1ll, 16
moderatory 11
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Presbyterian Socisty, 16
school appropriatien, 185
selectmen, 11
town

clerk, 11

meeati 10, 11, 64
Universalist Society, 16

Fort

Burk, 7
Sheldon's 7

Fortifications strengthened, 8
Foster, John, 67

Foundry, iron, 14

Franklin

County, gg, 3-iv
R. B«y 29
France and Great Britain rupture,
_8_v appe. 4
public library, 20
tuition to residents, o
Fund
See also Financial records
Burrows Cemetery, 38-v, 47
Cherity Farm, 38-v, 47
endowment, 19
Ferry Aretas, 19, 38-v, 47
Goodale, 38-v, 47
Hale, Je Vey 38-v, L7
Morgan, 61
Old Cemetery, 38-v
Sanderson, F. L., 38-v
special, 2-iii ¢
Town School, 38-v, 47
Furniture factory, i:3

G

Gasoline filling station tax, 40
General Court
See also Act
comnittee
appointed by, app. 9
report to, 9
nt, 6, 8
of petition, 12
to strengthen fortifications,
order of, app. 1

84

report on selection of proprietors, ay
Gift,'ﬁgg:Donation
Gill, 18, 52
Gin distillery, 13
Golds, Thomas, 5
Goodale
Academy
Halls- 15
incorporation of, 18
donation, 18
fund, 38-v, 47
Job, 16
Wil o e =73
Memorial United Church, 16
Governmental orgenization, 25, 26
Governor
Francis Barnard, app. 11, Llie:16,-18
Jonathan Belcher, app. 3
Spencer Phips, appe. 10
Thomes Hutchinson, app. 19
william Shirley, app. 4, 9
Grain, 19, 20

Grant

PP. 2

conditions of, 6, app. 6
General Court, 6, 8

to heirs of Mr. Fayerweather, app e
land, 6
plat of, 8, app. 3

Gl‘:}“ter's, z
number of, 8, app. 3

Grave diggers, 57, 63

Gray, Harrison, app. 20

Great Britain and Franoce rupture
_8_' appe 14-

Greenfield, 10, 18, 21, 22, 52, apps. 13
annexation of part of, 19
Brattleboro stage route, 153
petition of inhabitants of, appe 10

Green School, 19

Grist mill, 13

H

Haley Je Ve, 38-w, 47
Hampshire, 6

county, appe 1
Hartford, Connecticut, 1.9:
Hawley, Joseph, appe. 5, 6




Hay, 19
Health
board ofy 27, 57
history of, 57
selectmen as 57
tests given pupils, 56
Heywards, 25, 66
Highways

85

Index

Inspection by State
Department of Health, 22
Inspector of
animals and barns, 58
slaughtering, 58
Institute, Powers, 18, 28
Insurance statistics, 3=V
Inventory arrangement, 30

See also Streets, superintendent ofyron foundry, 1k

managed by selectmen, 59
superintendent of, see
Superintendent of
surveyor of, see Surveyor of
Hinsdale, Samuel, appe 20
Historical sketch, 5-22
Hogreaves, first, ll, 25
Hog resves, election of, 65
Home demonstration agent, 2-ii e
Horses, valuation of, 28-vii
Housatunack, Upper, appe L
Housing of records, 27
Hune, Samuel, 6
Hutchinson
Thomes, appe 18
Governor, abpe 19, 20

Income from fund
Aretas Ferry, 19
Goodale, 18
Incorporation
act of, 12
debts incurred before, appe. 14
of Goodale Academy, 18
petition of proprietors f'or,
appe 11
Indians
in Deerfield valley, 5
killed, 5
wars with, 13
Indigent, care of, appe 19
Industries
See also Factories; Mill
cutlery, 19, 20
lumbering, 19, 20
maple sugarsy 19 20
Ingersoley Thomas, &ppes L
Inland frontiers, defense
appropriation for, appe 4

J

Joint committee appoint super-
intendent of schools, 49

Jones, Thomas, app. 4

Journal of treasurer, 39

Jury list, 2-1

Justices of the peace, app. 15

Je Ve Hale fund, 38-vy 47

K

Kellogg, Nathaniel, app. 3
King George's War, 8

L

Land
See also Property
scres of, 28-vii
e.ssignment of, appe. 18
ceded to Colraing 13
first division ofy 7
grant, 6
petition for, &
ministerial, 8
of Mr. Fayerweather, appe 9

petition of -proprietors for, app. 11
sale of delinquent proprietors, appe.

15

for school, 6

tax upon unimproved, 10
Legaoy accepted, 52
Leonard, John, appe. 4
Lewis, Eze, app. 2
Lexington, battle of, 14
Leyden, 13, 18, 52

anmmexation of part, 20

boundary of, 20
Liabilities, town, 3-ii, 38-i

R




See also Financial records
Library, Cushman, 28y 54y 62
See also Financial records
accessions, 65, 66
appropriations, 64
books, bequest for, 20
building, erection ofy, 20
circulation, 56
donors, 67
expenditures for,
salaries, 64, 68
services, 68
supplies, 68
librarian
annual report of, 67
financial records of, 68-70
maintenance of, 78
treasurer
annual report of, 66
certification of acoounts of'y
66
eXpenditures of, 66
receipts of, 66
trustees, 20, 26, 28, 62
License S =t Tl pe
common victualer, 6
dog, 50, 9-i, 21, 2k
Limestone, 14
Liguor
agent, 81
sales, 81
List of
original proprietors, app. 6
personal estates, 12
polls, 12, 30
real estate, 2
registered voters, 26
sources, 77, 78
taxes, 28-vi
valuations, 30
Loans of treasurer, L6
Location, of records, 28
Lots
boundary lines of, 8
plans of, 8
Lottery to build bridge, 13
Low grade ore, 14
Lumber
surveyor of, 25
elected, 61
Lumbering, 19
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Malden, app. 3
Map of town, 4
Maple
sugar, 19, g
products, 20
syrup, 1li4
Marriages, 7-ii d, 9-ii ¢, 10-iii 4
See also Vital statistiocs
certificates of, 12
intentions, 7-ii o, 10
notice of, 15
record of, 11, 16
index to, 17
Massachusetts, app. 17
See also State
Universalist Convention, 16
~Vermont line, 28
Meesurer of wood and bark, 2§
election of, 61
Medical care, petition for
reimbursement for, app. 19
Meeting house, 41
See also Church
assessment for building,
erection of, 6, 8, 14
first, 14
old, repair of, 14
second, 14
Methodist Epilsoopal Sooiety, 15
church built, 185
meeting in,
Goodale Academy Hall, 15
town hall, 15
Universalist meeting house, 1§
Military
sSee also Jar
duty, list of persons liable for,
10-ii
records, 40
roll, 2nd regiment, 23
company roster, 23
Militie
orders, 22
records, 24
Mill
See also Factory; Industry
Brook, 21
corn, 193
grist, 13

1~




shingle, 13
Minister
assessment for settling,
salary of, 8
settlement of first, 6
Ministerial land, 8
Minutes of,
Cushman Library, 6l
district school committe=, 48
fire and water district, 82
joint committee of Union
District School, 48A
proprietors, 8
school committee, 26
of selectmen, 1
town meetings, 26, 2-iii, 7
Moderator, 21, 25
appoints election officer, 51
elected, éi
by proprietors, 6
first, 11,
Morgan, 61
Mortgages personal property, 20
Mfoselys Mrey appe 7
Moses oScott House, 1l
Moth superintendent, 61
Motor vehicle excise tax
abatement, 33
assessnent, 32
commitment, 37

ist, 28-iv

SN

Mountain
Bald, 21
fest, 21
Wildeat, 21
N
Neat cattle, valuation, 23-vii
Nelson, Abbie J.¢ 29
New
Hampshire, 10, 13, app. 17
Hampton, appe. 4
meetinghouse, 15
built, 15
remodeled, 15
town hall, 19
Newbury
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Nathaniel, app. 3
Tryal, app. 3
Non-resident proprietors, 7
taxes on, 12
Northampton, 7
Northfield, 10, 18, 22, 52, appe
13
Norton, Rev. John, dismissal of, 8
Notes of treasurer, L6
Notice of intention of marriage, 15
Number of,
enterprises, 13
grantees, 8
polls, 28-vii, 30
school districts, 17

0

Obsolete off'ices, 25
0ld
age assistance, T4
See also wuelfare
burying ground, 12
Cemetery Fund, 38-v
Order
of General Court, app. 1
of selectmen, 4
on-treasurer for payment of
medical care, app. 20
Ore, low grade, 14
Original Congregational Church,
35
separation of, 15
Orthodox Congregational
group, 16
society, 16
Overseers of the poor
See also Welfare
elected, 56
record of, 56
seleotmgn es, 56

P

Paupers, 3-iv
Permits, see License
Personal property, see Property
Petition
for abatement of town taxes, app. 16




Caleb Chapin, appe 5 dairy, 19
to change name of shire town, grain, I@

app. 12 hay, 19
of Ebenezer Sheldon, appe 5 tobaozz} 19,
to Governor Francis Barnard, app. Property

\
|
i
|

12 Se
of inhabitants of Green

&also Land
‘leld, personal
| pp. 10 mortgages, 26, 20

John Burk, 14 tax abatement, 31
or land gra

o valuation of, 20, 28-vii,
proprietors real

for additional land, appe 3, 11 gt -of 1P

for authority to levy o

W
o

ey o

BXES,y tax abatement, 31
0

tthorized to call meeting, app. 15

| ' 7 valuation of, 20, 28-vii, 30
! to call meeting, app. 14 town, rentals of, 39
| for incorporation, app. 11 Proprietors
| for reimbursement, app. 19 aith for, 8
| fo
i

Y _
or restoration of land, app. 17 At
s

: Phip clerk of, 9, 8
‘ Governor Spencer, appe 10 committee report on petition,
i Lieutenant Governor, app. 5 apne 8
Physician elect
| first, 14 clerk, 6
i school, 47 committee, 7
i Pipe organ, 15 moderator, 6
! Plans of lots, 8 treasurery, 7
% flaF of 5runﬁ, 8 8PPa 17 enpowersd to levy taxes, 9, app. 9
] Police, special, 33 of Fallstown, 9, 10, apps. 5, 11
i Poll taxes, abatement of, 31 meeting

: Polls minutes of, 8

o

for organization, app. 1

E 30 warrant for, 8

i non~-resident, 7, app. 7

i L original list of, app. 6
j 'ight township, 13 petition for

i additional land, appe 3

7=

O

D e authority to levy taxes, app. 7
ound kesper settlement of grievances, app. 5
field driver as, 67 records of, 26, 8

v . /[ o
nistory of, 25, 6 Province
Powers line, 105 app. 13

Bdaward B., 18, 52 tax abated, 12

fund, 18 treasurer, g

Institute, see School Provisions fd;nﬂevolutionary
reaching, comnittee to provida, i ATy Ll

P
President of the United States, 20
P

e

Prudential committee
aﬂollukam, 17

2e¢ plso Agriculture; Dairy Products gehonl BT

apples, 19 abol

1%}
(o)
@

1snectl,

7

I




election of,
Public

expenditures, app. 7

lecture series, 62
library, see Librar;
park donated, 20

school. system, see Secl
weighers, appointed, 61
welfa elfare

welfare, ses
Pupils, seeé School

necelptis

See also Financial records
assessors, 28-v
income from fund
Aretas Ferry, 19
Goodale, 18
school department, 49-vi
selectmen, 3-ix
tax collector, 35
treasurer, L5, 38-iv, 39
fire and water district,
library, 66

Records, 27

ss ofy 30
ister
dog, 10-i
of voters, 27
Registrars of voters, 41
history of, 41
Re imbursements from
other towns, 18
state, 18 o
trust funds,
Report of
assessments
personal,
realy 83-i
committee on petition of

lCL,

85-1

orty Comnecticut, §

il Salary

O

(03]

proprietors, app. 7
hearing with proprietors, app. 9
tax
abatement hearings, 29
collector, 83-ii
Restoration
of land, petition for, app. 17
Society, 16 ]
Returns
births, 12-i
deaths, 12-ii
Reverend Job Wright, app. 1l
Revolutionary
armys provisions for, 1l
Wlars 14
River

Deerfield, 13
Fell

kn

]
Road, see
Root
Ezekiel, 19

Henry Oe.s 29

Great Britain

Rupture between

and France, 8

of minister, 8
of delinguent proprietors
» app. 15
Sanderson, F. L., fund, 38-v
Sewmill, 13
erected, 7
chool
eppropriations, 17, 49-i, 51-i
atcendance
by laws, J9-v
officer, histofy ofy bHl
statistics, L49-ii, Hl-ii
Bald Mountain, 19
budget, 17
clinic, 56
committee, 27
annual report of, 49
aproints
attendance
nurse, U7,

Q

physici

superintendent, 47

truant officers, 5l
for aivision of distriet,
history of, 47
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Index
minutes of, 26, 48 superintendent, union;
udential, 47, 49-vii Bernardston, Gill, Northfield,
abolished, 47 Warwick, 17, 28y 49
i records of, 48-50 annual report of, 51
i financial, 50 appointed by joint committee, 49
i superintending, 47 history of, 49
| union, 49 minutes of, 484
% deed of gift to, 57 records of, 51=54
] districts, number of, di7g teachers
] Bast, 19 salaries, 48, 49-vii, 51-viii
5 enrollment stetistics, 5l-iv statistics, 5l-viii
| expenditures, 49-iv, 5l-v Tuition
i | financial records, 50 free to resident, 19
i | Green, 19 nonresident 58-iii
R land for, 6 Scott, Moses, 1l
R nurse Sealer of
i ﬁ nnual report of, 56 leather, 25 :
] history of, 51 election of, 66
4 physician, welghts ‘and measures, 1ll, 25, 27, 60
| annual report of, 55 annual report of, 76
E history of, 50 history of, 60
i Powers Institutey 18, 28 |, tests by 76
bylaws, 57 ST Second
{ ourricula, 57 Congregational Church, lﬁ
] as part of publiec sehool meeting house, 1l
i system, 19, 53 Secondary school education, 18
i principal, report,of, 59 Selectmen, 25, 27, 33
AR pupil See also Financial records
g censusy 59-ii annual report of, -3
% enrollment.statistics, 59-i appoint
i nonresident, 59-i burial agent, 33
I scholastic rgoords, 62 fence viewers, 61
f teao“vrn statistics, 59-iii ield drivers, 33y 67
g or fire warden, 33, ow
i report of, 60 inspector ‘of
i nditures of, 60, 61 a ls and
i 7650 F, 60y 161 slaughtering
g tr see Trustees liguor agent, 6
f pupil moth superintend
census, 51l-vii, 58-iii peund keeper, 67
costy L7 : publié weigher, 233 61
enrollment, 63 road commissioner, 59
F@i]th test, 56 secaler of weights and measures,
paying tuition, 58-iii 33, 60
ph 7910al testy 55 sexton, 33, 63
treansportation, 50 special policey 33
receipts,  -49-vi superintendent. of highways, 33 5_,1
salaries, 50 surveyors of wood and lumber, 33
South, 19 : -approprilations of, 3-i




as assessors, 25 33
as board of public
health, _2_6_, 33, 57
welfare, 26, 33
examination of town accounts by,

nno

nditures, 3-iv
33, 84

e X ¢
as fence viewers,
first, 11
history of, 33
manage highways, 59
minutes Of' 1
as pound keeper, 33
orders, 4
as overseers of the poor, 25, 56
records, 1l=6
financial, 3-ii, iv, ix
Settlement
of minister, 6
retarded by war, 12
status of aid recipient, 73
Sexton, history of, 57, 63
Shays! Rebellion, 19
Sheep, valuation, of, 28-vii
Sheffield, appe 4
Shelburne, 21

Sheldon
Deacon Elisha, 7
Bbenezery, 9, apo. 6

Jre B-" 7 9
t

2mbrance, 1l
le mill, 13
gles and claphoards, surveyor
of'y 25
Shirley, Gowernor
ity e 9
Slate, Joseph, g
Slaughtering, inspsoctor of, 58
Smallpoxs, appe. 19
Soldiers
in Falls Fight, app 3
and sailors, burial agent, 58
Sources, list of, 77, 78
Stage route, Greenfield-
Brattleboro, 13

#illiam, appe
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Index

State
See also Massachusetts
archives, 12, 70

department of health inspection, 22

Statistics
school, see School
insurance, 3=V
Stockbridge, appe 4
Stoddard, John, appe. 2y L
Storyy Mr.s appe 18

Streets, superintendent ofs 59, 2-ii f

See also Highway
Sugar, 1lh
Superintendent of
highways, 26, 58, 59
appointment of, 58
eleotion of, 59
moths, eppointment of, 61
schools, 17, 28, 47, 49
streets, 59, 2-ii £
election of, 59
Supervisor of
drawing, annual report of, 52
music, annual report of, 53
Supplies, expenditures for, 68
Surplus revenue deposited, Lb
Survey of township, 7

boards, shingles, slitwork, clap-
boards, staves and hoops, 65

clapboards, 25
highways, 25, 58+ 59
appointment of, 58
election of, 58
first, 11
1leber1 _2_.5' ﬂ._
shingles, 11, 29
wheat, 11, &
wood and lumber, 25
history of, 61
Swine, valuation of, 28-vii
Symbols, 30
System
firen 2l
water, _2_]_._

Tax
See also Assessment; Assessors;
Financial records

terdit
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Index

abatement
hearings, 29
motor vehicle excise, 33
applications for, 33
poll, 31
property
personal, 31
Te&l. jl
province, 12
town, petition for, app. 16
collected by constable, 43
collector, 25, 27, 43
in account with treasurer, 36
annual report of, 34
as constable, 59
history of, 43
records, 34=37
financial, 36
report of, 83-ii
on gasoline stations, 46
list, 28-vi
motor vehicle excise, 28-iv
meeting to levy, 12
proprietors
empowered to levy, 9
on non-resident, 12
receipts
personal, 35
polly 35
real estatey 35
transferred to treasurer, 36
uncollected, 38~i
on unimproved land, 10
Taxation relief, petition to
General Court, i
Teachers, see School
Tithingman, 6l
first, 11
Titles of records, 30
Tobacco, 19
Tool handle factory, 13
Town :
See also Bernardston
area of, 13, 22
assetsy, 3-ii, 38~-i
auditors, 25
boundaries, 10, 13, app. 13
clerk, see Clerk
government chart
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hall
new, 19
repair committee, 2-ii g
liabilitiesy 3-ii, 33-i
location, 22
committee for, 6
map of, L
meeting
first, 10, 11
held in home, 14
minutes of, 7
warrants for, 2-iv, 7
officers, 2
annual repert of, 2
list of, 2=v, 2
population, 3-vii
school fund, 38=~v, 47
Tourist interest, 21
Township survey, e
Treasurer, 25, 27
See also Financial records
accounts audit, 8
annual report of, 38
appointment of, 9
checks, 41, 142
election of, Jiviy
by proprietors, 7
as town olerk, 29, 26, 36 LL
eXpenditures of, see
Expenditures
first, 11
history of, L4
loans of, L6
notes ofy 45
of province, AL
receipts of, see Receipts
records, 38-L6
Tree Warden, 26, 60
Truant offioer, see Attendance
officer
Trust funds, reimbursements from,
Trustees :
of Cushman Library, 20, 26, 28,
annual report of, 65
history of, 34
minutes of, 6l
of Powers
fund, 18
Institute, 20, 27, 28, 52

I

n
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annual report of, 58

endownent fund controlled
by 52

first, 18, 52

history of, 52

minutes of, 57

records ofy 57=63

Captain william, 5

Turner
Turner,
-

741 3 *
T} chalngmen, <

Union Sohool District;

Bernardston, Gill, Northfield,
warw .A.Dk' ASA
committee minutes, U48A

Upper Housatunaock, appe. 4
\')

Valuation
See also Finanoial records
of dwellings, 28-vii
lists, 30
of livestock,
property, 20
personal, 28-yiii, 50
real, 28-vii, 30
Vermont-Massachusetts line, 22
Victualer license, 6
Vital statistios, 26, 37,
T=1iis 9=-ii, 10=iii
Volunteers
bounty for, ;&. 20
War
Civil, 20
of 1012y 19
Voters,
register of, 27
registrars of, see Registrars
of voters

28=-vii

W

it’ﬁ.i]lri(:ht. JOhn. appe 2
WVar
See also Military

Index

Civil, sSee Civil War
Indian, 13
King George's 8
of 1812, 19
Revolutionary, 1l
settlement retarded by, 12
dardens, 11, 25
election of, 64
Warrant
See also Financial records
authorizing payment of departmental
expenses, 5l
for meeting
of fire and water distriot, 82
of proprietors, 8
town, 7
first, 11
Water
commissioners, 21
power, 13
supply, municipal, 21
system, 21
Welfare, board of
See also Old Age assistance;
Overseers of the poor
history of, 56
records ofy 73y Th
Weighers, publio, 61
Weights and Measures, sealer of, see
Sealer of
Wiells, Thomasy 6y 8y appe 1
West Mountain, 21
Theaty surveyors ofy 25
Wilccat Mountain, 21
Will of Job Goodale, 73
Williams :
Colonel Israel, appe 5
EXijah, 10, apbe 8¢ 9
Captain, appe 7
Ma jor, 11
Wood and bark, see Measurer of Wood
and bark
Wright, Reve Jobey, 9, 12, 15, uppe
1} S =
Wyatt
Georgia, Ley 29
Lynng 29




PUBLICATIONS OF THE HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY IN MASSACHUSETTS

Note: Except where noted, all volumes are published
at the state headquarters of the Historical
Records Survey, Sharp School, Pinckney &
Anderson Strecets, Boston, Mass.

Abstract and Index of the Records of the Inferiour Court of Pleas
(Suffolk County Court) Held at Boston, 1680-1698, (iii, 224 pp.,
min., 1940).

American Portraits, 1620-1825, Found in Massachusetts, 2 vols., (iv,
254 pp. and 318 pp., mult. dupl., May, 1939).

Brief History of the Town of Braintree in Massachusetts, 1640-1940,
compiled and written for the Tercentenary Committee, Marion Sophia
Arnold, ed., (64 pp., Boston, Thomas Todd Co., 1940).

Celendar of the General Henry Knox Papers in the Boston Public Library,
(ii, 19 pp., mult. dupl., May, 1939).

Calendar of the Letters of Charles Robert Darwin to Asa Gray, (vii,
148 pp., mult. dupl., December, 1939).

Calendar of the Ryder Collection of Confederate Archives at Tufts College,
(v, 165 pp., mim., 1940).

Diary and Journal, 1755-1807. of Seth Metcalf, (111 31 pp.; mutt. dupk;.
October, 1939).

Description of the Manuscript Collections of the Massachusetts Diccesan
Library. (ii, 81 pp., mult. dupl., February, 1939).

Guide tc Manuscript Depositories in Massachusetts, (ii, 160 pp., mim.,
September, 1939).

Index to the Hampshire Gazette. 1786-1937, 3 vols., (vii, 213, 217, and
295 pp., mim., May, 1939).

index to the Proclamations of Massachusetts, 1620-1936, 2 vols., (xvii,
200 and 153 pp., mim., April, 1937),

Inventory to the County Archives of Massachusetts, No. 5, Essex County,
(ii, 370 pp., mim., December, 1937).

Inventory of the Town and City Archives of Massachusetts, (Series)
No. 6 Franklin County
Vol. I Ashfield, (ii, 108 pp., mim., 1940).
Vol., II Bernardston, (iii, 90 pp., mim., 1941).
Vol. III Buckland, (ii, 74 pp., mim., 1940).
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List of Publications

Inventory of the Town and City Archives of Massachusetts, (Cont'd)

Sketech of History and Government (repri

No. 7 Hampden County

Vol. V Chicopee, (xi, 296 pPp., mult. dupl., and mim..
October, 1939),

No. 10 Middlesex County
Vol. XXIX Maynard, (iii, 149 pPp., mult. dupl., 1941),

No. 11 Norfolk County
Vol. T Avon, (ii. 83 pp. mult. dupl., May, 1939).
Vol. II Bellingham, (ii, 76 Pp., mult. dupl., August, 1939).
Vol. IV Brookline, (v, 348 pPp., mult. dupl., 1940).
Vol. XI Holbrook, (iii, 179 pPp. mult. dupl., 1941).

No. 13 Suffolk County
Vol. I, Part 5 Boston, (v, 356 Pp., mult. dupl., 1940).

No. 14 Viorcester County
Vol. IT Athol, (iii, 232 Pp., mult. dupl 1941) .

ey

Vol. IIT Auburn, (iii, 89 pp., min., February, 1940),
Vol. IV Barre, (iii, 132 PpP., mim. 1940),.

Note: The following are reprints of the sketches of
history and government for use in the respective
public schools of the town concerned. Since
they duplicate material already included in the
respective city or town inventories, these
reprints are not distributed separately to
officizl depositories of Historical Records
Survey publications.

nts for use of public schools)
No. 6 Franklin County

Vol. I Ashfield, (iii, 48 Pp., mim., 1941).
Vol. IIT Buckland, (ii, 36 Dp., mim., 1940).

No. 11 Norfolk County
Vol. IV Brookline, (ii, 74 Pp., mult. dupl., 1940).

Vol. XI Holbrook, (iii, 54 pp., mult, dupl 1941),

ey

No. 14 Worcester County

Vol, IV Barre, (ii, 45 Pp., mim., 1940).







