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PREFACE.

The publication of the Reminiscential Letters com-
prised in the following pages, has for years been
contemplated by my brother-in-law, Alexander H.
McGuffey, Esq., and myself; but no favorable oppor-
tunity therefor was presented until the enterprising
publishers of the Ohio Palley Historical Series proposed
to make of them a volume in that series. As no more
appropriate or acceptable place could be given them, we
cheerfully placed them in the hands of those gentlemen
for that purpose.

Much has been said and written of the warlike and
adventurous aspects of Pioneer Life in the West; but
these letters are believed to be the only attempt at a
detailed description of its more peaceful phases. I can
not but regard such a description as a valuable, as well
as peculiar, contribution to American literature.

Pioneer life still follows our western border; but,
going with the railroad and the telegraph, it is a pastime
to what such life was in the last century. The overland

journey of more than three thousand miles from Port-
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land in Maine to Portland in Oregon, requires less
time now, than that from Philadelphia to Fort Pitt,
some three hundred miles, required at the period
described in these letters; while the ease and comfort
of the former is luxury compared with the exposed,
protracted, and oftentimes perilous character of the
latter. The contrast between the two eras is not less
striking than purely American.

As the old-time period recedes from view, its interest
increases. 1f its events were such as might be expected,
substantially, to repeat themselves, they are historical
guide-posts to succeeding generations; if, however, they
belong to conditions, which, in the nature of things,
may not be looked for again, they, at least, stimulate
inquiry into, and aid in the study of, the character of
the people among whom they occurred. In this view,
if no other, these letters may be considered to have an
appreciable value.

They portray with equal vividness the character of
pioneer life, the character of the pioneer boy, and the
character of the ““old man”—as in them he called him-
selt—who, in describing that life and that boy, uncon-
sciously photographed himself as he was when he wrote;
all done with a frankness which invites confidence, a

freshness which arrests and rewards attention, and a
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truthfulness which claims belief. This triple portrait-
ure, not often found in such sharpness of outline and
fidelity of detail as in these letters, can not, I think,
fail to interest the reader.

Of their literary character I may not speak, for two
reasons: because of my relation to the writer; and
because, aside from my personal knowledge of the fact,
they bear internal evidence that they were not designed
as a literary performance. They were merely the off-
hand familiar talk of a father to his children; and as
such, while they may not claim exemption from critic-
ism, their freedom from literary pretension may, at
least, somewhat turn its edge.

In preparing them for the press and superintending
their publication, I reverently and affectionately com-
plete the cairn which marks where passed, on the journey
of life, one who, going forth from the uneducated pov-
erty and rugged toil of the frontier in a past age, exem-
plified in himself the energy, courage, perseverance, and
endurance which, in three score and ten years, have
pushed that frontier more than a thousand miles farther
west, and will speedily impress our whole wide domain
with the grand signet of American civilization.
nize in the

Those who knew Dr. Drake will recos

¥
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portrait accompanying this volume an animated and
faithful likeness.

No one will probably estimate lower than I do
the biographical sketch which it devolved upon me to
prepare in connection with this publication. I would
it were better; but, written as it was in the midst of
pressing duties adverse to literary effort, I found it
impossible to make it what my desire prompted or the

subject demanded.

St. Louis, April 11, 1870, CoD: B,
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

OF

DANIEL DRAKE, M. D.

THeE life whose first fifteen years are depicted in this volume,
was one of devotion to science under many difficulties and with
many drawbacks. It was one, also, which surmounted those
obstacles and achieved success and distinction. The lesson of
patience and perseverance learned in his childhood and youth
in the wilds of the ¢ Dark and Bloody Ground™” molded that
life. With him who learned it, as recounted in the Letters
now made public, labor was not more a destiny than a choice,
and the pursuit of knowledge not less a desire than a necessity.
Far back in my childhood’s memories are recollections of his
protracted study, his keen and constant observation, his intense
search of knowledge through men and books. One of the most
distinct impressions left upon me by recollections extending
through more than a third of a century prior to his death, is,
that he sought knowledge for its own sake and for the good it
enabled him to do, rather than for the profit it brought to him-
self. From my earliest memory to the close of his distinguished
career, a broad public spirit inspired his actions: too much so,

oftentimes, for his personal benefit. Had he lived more sel-
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fishly, the occasion for this prefatory memoir in connection with
these letters, might not have existed.

An extended memoir of Doctor Drake, by Edward D. Mans-
field, having been published in 1855, I shall confine myself
principally to references to his professional and public life, rather
than to details of his personal history.

To obtain any just view of his professional and public char-
acter and of the obstacles to improvement which he met and
overcame, we should know something of what Cincinnati was
when he, in December, 1800, became a student of medicine
there. It was then a village, of not a dozen years’ existence,
and with not more than four hundred inhabitants, situated in a
wilderness, without commerce, without manufactures. with very
limited means of communication with other parts of the country,
with no mails to or from any quarter except such as were
carried on horseback, without institutions of learning, with the
most limited facilities for education in any form, and with little,
in fact, to invite population but the hope of a brighter and
broader future ; which eventually it realized. Even ten years
afterward the whole number of dwelling houses in the town
was but 360, and the whole population only 1,310.

To this frontier village this uneducated boy of fifteen went
to study the science of medicine. What he was when he went
there, these letters describe. What he became in the progress
of years, can here be only sketched.

Dr. Drake was the first student of medicine in Cincinnati.
His preceptor would probably in this day be regarded as pos-
sessing very little medical knowledge, though perhaps gifted with
much skill in the use of what he knew. This student plunged

into the books which constituted the Doctor’s library, full of

T
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medical terms derived from the Latin, of which he had not the
least comprehension, and had to clear a way for himself in the
field of science, very much as his father and he had had to clear
a space for a habitation in the forests of Kentucky. He was
less than four years nominally a student, during three of which,
he says, it was his function to put up and distribute medicines
over the village—medicines which were compounded in what

3

was then called the “ Doctor’s shop ;™ concerning which he
used subsequently this language : * But few of you have seen
the genuine old Doctor’s shop, or regaled your olfactory nerves
in the mingled odors which, like incense to the god of physic,
arose from brown paper bundles, bottles stopped with worm-
eaten corks, and open jars of ointment not a whit behind those
of the apothecary in the days of Solomon. Yet such a place is
very well for the student. However idle, he will always be
absorbing a little medicine, especially if be sleep beneath the
greasy counter.”

In May, 1804, before he had attained the age of nineteen,
upon the slender stock of medical knowledge which he had
acquired in the three yearsand a half that he had studied it, he
entered upon the practice of his profession in partnership with
his preceptor ; a partnership which, from his own account, was
not a source of much prosperity. In July, 1804, writing to his
father. he said that their business increased rapidly, and that
they charged from three to six dollars per day ! but he doubted
whether one-fourth of it would ever be collected.

Though poor, and troubled by the pecuniary embarrassments
of his partner as well as his own, insomuch that he wrote to
his father that he had not been able to purchase two books

which were at a store in the town, he determined to avail him-
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self of the advantages of medical lectures, and in the fall of
1805 went to Philadelphia as a student in the Pennsylvania
University. To accomplish this he was obliged to look to his
father for assistance, who rendered it, though himself poor.
The winter of 1805-6 was to him a winter of earnest and
faithful labor. He wrote: “ I learn all T can. I try not to
lose a single moment, seeing I have to pay so dear for leave to
stay in the city a few months.” Again he wrote: “ T attend
the lectures, and then study until two in the afternoon. After
dinner I apply myself closely to books, call for candles, and sit
up until one, sometimes two. in the morning. This is my con-
stant plan of conduct. I only sleep six hours in the twenty-
four, and when awake try never to lose a single moment. I
had not money enough to take a ticket at the Hospital library,
and, therefore, had to borrow books.”

In the spring of 1806 Dr. Drake returned to Cincinnati, but
went thence to Mayslick, where he practised medicine for a
year, and then again went to Cincinnati, where was his home
during the remainder of his life. The first event of importance
after his return was his marriage, in December, 1807, at the
age of twenty-two. No further reference to this is intended
than that which enables me to render here a fitting tribute to
the memory of my Mother,

Her birth-name was Harriet Sisson, and she was born in New
Haven, Connecticut, November 11, 1787, and died in Cincin-
nati, September 30, 1825.

She should have a distinet and honored mention in connec-
tion with the account given in these letters of the early years of
him in whose heart and memory she was so closely enshrined,

and over whose life she exerted so potent and elevating an

e T
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influence. I could not trust myself to attempt a portraiture of
her character, and fortunately need not venture it ; for he left it
elsewhere than in these letters. Soon after her death he began,
and from time to time through a period of two years continued,
to commit to paper the ‘* Emotions, Reflections, and Anticipa-
tions” which alternately swayed his mind and heart. This
manuscript, left among his papers at his death, is now in my
possession. Sacred from observation as nearly all of it is, there
are yet portions which, in my judgment, may be properly given
to the world as an intimate and noble part of himself. No
insight into his life and character can approach completeness
which leaves ber out of view. I therefore feel justified in pre-
senting here such passages as at once portray her person and
character, and indicate the nature and extent of her influence
upon him. From it I group the following selections :

¢ Wherefore should I record that which now occupies my mind, seeing that she to
whose scrutiny and approbation all my thoughts were exhibited is no more ! For years
the repository of whatever arose in my soul, the partner of every emation, she is now
withdrawn behind the curtain of death, leaving me at once rent asunder with feelings
of grief, and destitute of those sympathies which alone could afford consolation. Her
presence only could alleviate the sufferings which the loss of that presence has excited.

« What is the relation in which we now stand ? Does her disembodied spirit take
cognizance of me and mine ? look down with the just discrimination of past times on
my actions and cfforts, approving or condemning, exhorting, animating, and enjoying,
according as those actions conformed themselves to the principles of honor and con-
jugal affection? Could 1 believe her still within my sphere, a witness of my actions,
a listener to my expressions, frowning upon that which should be condemned, and deriv-
ing satisfaction from that which on earth gave her joy in my conduct and conversation
I should at once be reconciled to her persunal absence.

' For eighteen years and more we had been coalescing in spirit. An identity of
existence had gradually been established.  Our hearts had become conjoined. They
were conjoined on principles of equality, The relation of superior and inferior came
not into the union. It excluded, it abhorred all despotism and all servility, It was
not that of activity uniting itself with apathy. All was reciprocal strength of feeling.
It depended not on temporary or temporizing principles. It embraced no expedients, no
transient or sinister objects. It was decp and durable as life itself; butalas! how short

and uncertain is life.




Xiv Biographical Sketch, of

" Our marriage was from love ; our love from mutual respect and esteem, It rested
on no considerations of family or furtune; was excited and inflamed by no arts or affec-

ously.

tation. It was a Spontaneous sentiment in both souls, and rose 5

 tWenty-two, she twenty,  In person she was of middle stature or rather Jes

™

with a com though nor beautiful form, but erect, elastic, and dignified ; in coun-

[y

fenance animated, forceful expressive; free from affected looks and gestures: inclinine
3 i 3 E

to an a of honest and native pride.  The great charm of her presence was sim-

plicity. Her appearance and manner exhibited not less naiwere than her conversition.

This was always marked by good sense and good fe . Her opportunities of acquir-

]

ing knowledge, particularly scholastic learning, had been limited; but her observation

acute and -[i~x|iﬂ1]na[i;m. She saw with ace uracy

of those abour her and of society was

and judged with correctness. She expressed herself with that modesty which pervaded

friends and asso-

all her actions. Tn mixed circles she was silent. To her imme
ciates only did ‘she disclose the intrinsic beauties of her sonl, In regard to marriage
her great maxim was, to marry for'love, and to love from manifestations of characrer,

“Our courtship was not coy, nor formal, nor protracre

My desires and designs
ware made known to her guardian aunt (Mrs. Colonel Jared _'\,Ilm.ﬁt-[ll;, before they

communicated ro hersalf, ‘They were approved by her to whom

had been, in w
+ add

her who was th

1; and nature had aires ly assured me they would be appraved by

they we H

ews brought us to a full unde anding, almost

object. A few int

indeper

dently of the use of words. We conversed on the objections which each might
find in the other ; and while contem plating the obstacles to a union, our spirits imper-

tibly commingled into one. Perfect reciprocal confidence arose before we were

1ous of perfect love ; and ere the marriage rites were performed, our fortunes and
fates were indissolubly united and our souls consecrated to ecach other,

HWe

were under the influence of the same ambition to po

can

regan the world in love and hope and sverty. It was all before us, and we

$5.it; to-acquire not wealth

y influence, distinction. We had equal industry and

merely, but friends, knowle

ed herself o every duty of her seation, and might have

irations, She dev:

Lot

equ il a

wers, much abler than herself. But

been a mode 10s¢ much older and, in bodi

her active unde

standing and warm sensibilities did not suffer her attention to exhaust
itself on objects of domestic economy.  Her mind was highly inquisitive, and she

ising interest in my studies and lit crary pursuits,  She evinced a

soon manifested
fondness fur my socicty, even when my attention was absorbed by these objects, and it

was not long before she became my companion when [ was eng gaged in study, I
2 o

retired not from the associ tion, and custom soon rendered it Li-:.rllv:- She often read
to me select passages from books which ateracted her attention, while T was reading
those of a different kind. Her sele ctions were always marked by the good sense and

ized her whole life. I read to her in turn, and she campre-

good taste which charac
hended and commented. She seldom wrote, but soon manifested that she was an
excellent judge of composition.  She not only sat by my side conversing g, more or less,
while I wrote at various times the most thar I have writte n, but my constant practice
Was. to. exhibit to' her inspection whatever 1 wrote.  She saw the first draughts, and
criticized with taste, Judgment, severity, and love, We were thus together personally
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and spiritually, in most of my domestic hours. When abroad for social enjoyment, we

seldom were without each other. I had no separate social or sensual gratifications, no

tavern orgics, no political club recreations, no dissipated pleasures nor companions.
Society was no society to:me without her presence and co-operation.

“ We lived together, not merely at home and in the hovsesand society of our friends,
but frequented, as far as possible, in conjunction, all places of rational curiosity, of
improvement;, and of innocent and attractive amusement. On such occasions, her

observations were always justy instructive, and piquant, I relied upon her taste and

judgment; I adopted her approvalj I submitted my own impressions to her dec

I was gratified in proportion as she approved and enjoyed.

ch other

i We journeyed much together. At various times we had traveled with e
more than five thousand miles by land and water. This was not all. Many years ago
she began to ride with me in my gig while 1 was engaged on professional business,
and this practice had at last grown into a confirmed habit. It was a daily custom—a

] bed time. In the cold

st nights

sort of afternoon recreation, and was often kept up

of winter she sometimes traversed with me the town and its vicinity in every direction.

{ -

The time which most delighted her was the evening, before and at sunset. To view

and ‘admire the scenery of the atmosphere, was then a great object. Her admiration
for such exhibitions was unbounded. The love of brilliant and delicate coloring was

in her a passion.

¢ In these evening rides we conversed on all subjects; disc

inquired into the wants and interests of the family; compared and contrasted the ¢

positions and ' characters of our children ; speculated on their future condition ; fixed

the relutive rank and value of our friends and acquaintances ; canvassed all our schemes
i 1

of ambition. of gain, and of love. ' She often carried a book and read, sitting in the
¥ = ? ¥ L=

gig, while I was accupied in the chambers of the sick. She frequently declared

she felt so happy no where else as in this gituation. When asked where was her home

since our partial removal to Lexington, she often answered, *In the gig.”  In truth,
we almost lived in the open air. She has thus become associated with every pursuit
and every object that lies before me, I can resort to nothing which does notreflect her
image, and exhibit to me what 1 have lost.

“ A more devored’ mother never lived. The love of her offspring was at once a

passion and a principle. After her husband, all her solicitude, her ambition, and her

vanity were for her children. She loved them tenderly—she loved them practically,

but she loved them with discretion, and was jealous of whatever could impair their

qualities, manners, or physical constitution. Her tenderness was without frailty, her
fondness without folly, her care without sickliness. Her affection begat vigilance, and
modified the indulgence which maternal love too often sanctions, to the ruin of its

object, She loved her children, but she also respected virtue, intelligence, modesty,

industry, accomplishments, and honest distinction. She loved them as candidates for

excellence.  Hence her affections were chastened with severity, and the greater her

attachment the more intense her desire to preserve the subjects of it from folly, vulgar-

ed with her

ity, and vice, Her care rose with her love, and her corrections multif

admiration,
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¥ Few persons had equal skill in domestic economy ; and while some hushands were
employed in a system of supervision, I might have been occupied in receiving from
her lessons of economy. ~An inextinguishable love of independence was the founda-
tion of her system. Her great aim was to make the means within her reach sub-
servient to the wants and wishes of those for whom she had to provide the necessaries

and comforts of life.  For its elegancics no. one had a higher natural relish; but this

passion never betrayed her into an act of extravagance.  In limiting herself, she made
sacrifices of which persons of a different taste could not be apprised ; but she made
them without a murmur., She felt deprivation, but abhorred dependence. Her opin-

ions and advice on this subject were always worthy of adoption; and one of the errors

of my life was my not having more fully observed them. Far from being extravagant,
I'have been imprudent ; and with a natural disposition for independence, I contracted
those debts which in reality destroyed it, before I was apprised of the effects which they
never fail to produce.  She had been rocked in the cradle of poverty. The want of

early opportunities had for a time crippled the perfect development of her faculties,

Dependence had irritated her pride.. The desire to see her children placed beyond jrs

morbid influence had become a ruling passion, Her daughters were especially the sub-

ion and

jects of this anxiety, and to leave them in possession of the means of educ
s ¥

aid of friends, was a desire of her heart which death

support, without the pecuniary
only could extinguish.
“She had stu

favorite author was Mrs. Eliza

ed the subject of education with great care and inquisitiveness, Her

seth Hamilton, a copy of whose Treatise was presented
to her by Mr., Ogilvie, the orator, She, however, read all works on: the subject that

fell into her hands, and all the stories, tales, narratives, and essays, which came within

her reach, designed for the

erusal of children.  OF these she was most partial to those

5
by Miss Edgeworth and her father. She sought in such works a practical illustration
of the doctrines and maxims of elementary books. Her extraordinary love and admira-

tion for litele children led her, moreover, to take a deep interest in those and other

works of fiction which faichfully portray the characters, and vividly exhibit the passions

and propensitics, the hopes and joys and sorrows of infancy and childhood. In the
I 3 Joy 3

choice of books for her own children, of w
She boug

er might deprave the taste or moral feelings of the child, plant in its heart the seeds
L I E 1 F

ch she bought many, she was seru ulously
B 4] P ¥

carefi ht none withour first reading or vigilantly looking over them. What-

L+

of impiety, infuse superstition, or perplex and mislead its ju

ient by an absurd depart-

ure

rom nature, she regarded with great disapprobation.  She often required her chil-
dren to read to her in the books she had selected forthem.  Charles was go much absent
from her that he could not do i very often, and Harriet Echo was too young to have
exercised herself much in that way.  Wich Elizabeth, however, it was during the last
LWO years a constant practice, and she esteemed it a very great favor thus to read to her
mother. It was to the mother a source of much pleasure and amusement to watch
the workings of the daughter’s countepance, and hear her little exclamations of emotion
and her childish expressions of preference or disapprobation.  On such occasions her
mother never failed to ask and answer questions, offer explanations, clear up doubts,
and introduce new and apposite reflections for the consideration of the daughter,

=]

e
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«With a reference in a great degree to the education of our children, she was
accustomed to read many of those works which, consisting of short essays upon society,
or rather upon individual classes of men and objects in society, seemed to supply the
elements of a system of education. OFf these she; preferred ‘the numbers of Johnson
a5 found in the Rambler, and of Bacon in his Moral Essays. She was not less. capti-
vated by the vigor of style in which these great writers express themselves, than by the
profound wisdom of their maxims and reflections. ~ Her taste and temperament led her
to relish a strong more than a beautiful and polished, but weak style. The union of
power and opulence in Bacon was peculiarly attractive to her, To this natural admira-
tion for strength and originality in style and matter may be teaced her great preference
of Homer and Milton over all other poets, She had for them a decided taste, and
continued through the last ten years of her life ro recur to them constantly,  She con-
fined her readings, however, to the Jliad and Paradise Lost.  The second and sobered
efforts of those great masters of song she found insipid. ‘To Virgil she was not partial
in any palpable degree. She had first read the Iliad, and admired it too much to relish
highly what she vegarded as the more tame and tedious narrative of the Anead. Her
taste, however, was by no means limited to the sublime: it fixed upon the beautiful
with all the energy of a passion; but it must be the beautiful with strength, propor-
tions, and originality that could captivate her. -~ She was' fond of the elegant descrip-
tions of the Metamorphoses of Ovid. For beauty withour simplicity and energy, in

poetry, painting, or persomn, she had no affection.™

This much, from two hundred and fourteen manuscript pages,
I have selected as his portrait of a wife and mother, loved, re-
spected, and mourned by many, but after the lapse of so many
years remembered now by few, and as his picture of a married
life which too seldom has its like. My memory, reaching back
with distinctness over half the period of that married life, affec-
tionately attests the unexaggerated fidelity of both the portrait
and the picture.

It is not strange that with such a wife Dr. Drake’s life should
have assumed the character of high professional aspiration.
That with his desire for professional success, stimulated by
necessity, he should have devoted himself with assiduity to his
profession, was to have been expected ; but such influence as
hers was calculated to urge him, as it did, to the highest ambition

tor distinction as well as success.
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Throughout his professional career, after the year 180g, Dr.
Drake wrote and published much upon medical and other sub-
jects. The first authentic account of Cincinnati was pub-
lished by him in the year 1810, in a pamphlet of sixty-four
pages, entitled Notrces concerning Cincinnati ; in which he
treats briefly of the topography, geology, climate, diseases, popu-
lation, and condition of the then 1'i]l;1f.trr_- of three hundred and
sixty dwellings. From that humble beginning, expanding out
into professional inquiry over the whole field of medicine, and
over the whole territory of the valley of the Mississippi, grew
eventually, and was given to the world two years before his
death, his great work On the Principal Diseases of the Interior
Valley of North America, which is referred to more extendedly
in the latter part of this sketch.

[n 1814, he delivered before the School of Literature and
Arts, at Cincinnati, an anniversary address; which was pub-
lished, but, singularly enough, without his name. That there
should have been a School of Literature and Arts organized in
Cincinnati in 1813, when its population could not probably
have exceeded four thousand, and it was still in the Far West,
will be regarded as a fact of interest by those who have known
that place only as a central object in a region inhabited by
millions, among whom knowledge and intelligence are well
nigh universally diffused.

[t is curious to know what, in that early period, the School
of Literature and the Arts did, It appears from this address
that during the first year of its existence it had assembled more
than twenty times for literary exercises. He says :

“The essays of the membirs equaled all reasonable expecration. Some of them

cangisted chiefly of original matter, while others manifested a degree of research which

afialy
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is honorable to their authors and auspicions to the School. It would be amusing to
review their contents, but being restricted to limits too narrow for the undertaking, 1
will substitute a catalogue of their titles, that, by a single glance we can see the number
and diversity of the subjects to which our attention has been directed. I shall enu-
merate them in the order of their delivery :

# 1, An Essayon Education; 2. On the Earthquakes of 1811, 1812, 18135 3. On
Light; 4, On Carbon; 5. On Air; 6. On the Mind; 7. On Agriculture; 8. On
Caloric ; g. On Gravitation; 1o. On Instinct; 11 Natices of the Aurora Borealis of
the r7th of April and 11th of September, 1814; 12. An Essay on Water, considered
chemically and hydrostatically; 13- On Common Sense; 14. On Heat; 15. On the
Mechanical Powers; 16. On the Theory of Earthgquakes; 17. On Enthusiasm ; 18.
On the Geology of Cincinnati and its vicinity, illustrated with mineral specimens
and a vertical map; 19. On the Internal Commerce of the United States 3 20. On
Hydrogen; 21. On Rural Economy; 22. On the Geology of some parts of New

York; 23. On General Commerce.

¢ The third and subordinate portion of our exercises s been
strictly performed, and our album of poetry already exhibits specimens indicative of a
cultivated taste. The proposition to connect with the pieces recired such critical

remarks as they may suggest, has received some attention, and promizes to give to this
branch of our performances an interest and dignity which were not originally antici-

pated.”

[t would no doubt be amusing to review the contents of the
different papers read before that Association, They might not
be found to impart much knowledge or to excite much observa-
tion in this advanced period of the age; but their prepara-
tion indicates a spirit of inquiry and a desire to communicate
information and interchange thought, which bore their legitimate
fruits in the subsequent history of Cincinnati, long celebrated
for the literary character of many of its leading men. That
this infant School of Literature and the Arts should bhave its
discouragements, was to have been expected. In this Address
Dr. Drake refers to them in the following terms; in which it
is observable that the backwoods village, then just emerging

into townhood, aspired to call itself city :

<t Bur it will perhaps be asserted that in a city 50 young as this no literary distinction
is attainable that would autvalue its cost ; that academies and colleges are as yet scarcely

instituted ; that libraries, philosophical apparatus, and scientific teachers are equally rare
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and imperfect; that associations for improvement, animated and impelled by a persever-
ing spirit, can find no habitation in these rude and checkered settlements 3 and lastly,
that our countrymen are accustomed to look with frigid indifference on every species of
literary effort, This is indeed pouring cold water on the flame of literary ambition ;
but that noble passion is not to be thus extinguished, and if a single spark remains, it

bl

will + us to perceive through the Gorhic darkness which envelopes our literature

and science, the certain though narrow paths to a brighter region, New countries it is
true, can not afford the elegancies and refinements of learning, but they are not so

unpropitious to the growth of intellect as we generally suppose. The facilities of

improvement which they. furnish differ from those of the Old Country more in kind
than degree.  In new countries the empire of prejudice. is comparatively insignificant,
and the mind, not depressed by the dogmas of licensed authority, nor fettered by the
chains of inexorable custom, is left free to expand according to its original constitu-
tion. But the sources of information are fewer than in old countries ; and in balancing

i

that the latter has a greac ascendency. New countries, however, possess some positive

between the exemptions of one and the advantages of the other it must be acknowles

and peculiar aids to the development of understanding.
¢ Tg illustrate their relative effects by a metaphor, it may be said that the operations
of intellect in an old country are like the waters of a deep canal, which, flowing

between artificial banks, pursue an equable and uniform course, while in a new country

they resemble a stream which cuts its own channel in the wilderness, rolls successively

in every direction, has a current alternately swift and slow, is frequently shallow, but

always free, diversified, and natural.’ The former is eminently useful for asingle pur-

pose, the latter can be made subservient to many, Y

The Schoo! of Literature and the Arts deserves the notice
here given to it, because it was the first institution in connection
with which there is any record that Dr. Drake took an active
part; not because [ suppose it to have been itself entitled to
distinction. It had its influence upon Cincinnati in its day, and
doubtless performed a part in promoting his devotion to science
and literature.

During the period of the war with Great Britain, from 1812
to 1815, Dr. Drake was not only engaged assiduously in the
practice of his profession and in literary pursuits, but also then,
and for some years afterward, was interested with his father and
brother in mercantile business; which, however, had no pro-

fitable issue. It seemed to be his destiny to achieve success

s
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only through the labors of his profession and those connected
with its literature and its educational institutions. It was char-
acteristic of his mind, when it engaged in any train of investiga-
tion or study, to expand in acquisition and in the communication
of the results of his labors. Hence the Notices concerning
Cincinnati, puhliﬁhcd in 1810, led to the publication, iive years
afterward, of The Picture of Cincinnatiy a volume of two hun-
dred and fifty 12mo. pages, which merits distinct mention here,
I am not alone in regarding it as a remarkable work.

That it did much to promote the prosperity of Cincinnati and
the Miami country, is not less questionable, than that it brought
no direct increase of prosperity to its author. * For more than
a year,” said he in the Preface to it, *“it remained doubtful
whether sufficient patronage would be afforded to wariant the
risk of publication ; and as this was an indispensable prerequisite,
the preparation of the manuscript was consequently suffered to
languish.,”” That was not the day in Cincinnati of book stores
or book publishers. According to his account, The goods
brought for consumption in this quarter are kept in more than
seventy shops. Of these about sixty contain dry goods, hard,
glass, and queens wares, liquors and groceries. T'he others are
stores for iron, shoes, and drugs.” It was the time when * the
number of mails that arrived every week was nine; by which
were brought for distribution in the town about seventy different
papers, making three hundred and fifty sheets.” Not by any
means the most propitious period or place for bringing before the
public a work of original and scientific research and thought.

The Picture of GCincinnati, I repeat, was a remarkable work ;
remarkable to be prepared anywhere, but more especially then

and there; for several things remarkable—first, for the great
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amount of valuable information it contained in a small compass;
second, that it was an original contribution of knowledge, not
drawn from books, but gathered by the author through years of
careful, diligent, painstaking, and accurate observation ; third, for
its methodical arrangement and clear perspicuous style and
fourth, for the enlarged public spirit which impelled him to the
preparation of a work which he well knew was to benefit the
community far more than himself. but to the publication of which
the community lent its aid only tardily, perhaps reluctantly. The
first three of these points will appear to any one who will exam-
ine the book ; the last I state upon my own knowledge of his
character and history ; not, of course, at the period when that
work was published, but afterward and in connection with other
works. I think it may be truly said that he never published a
book with the expectation of pecuniary profit to himself. He
loved to disseminate as well as acquire knowledge ; and he loved
to disseminate it because of the good it did. This was public spirit.

Space will not allow more to be said, than that it treated, not
merely of the town of Cincinnati, but of the Miami country, in
seven chapters, entitled as follows: [. Geographical and His-
torical Introduction; II. Physical Topography ; IIT. Civil
Topography ; IV. Political Topography ; V. Medical Topog-
raphy; VI. Antiquities; VII. Conclusion: to which were
added in an Appendix papers on the Earthquakes, Aurora Bore-
alis. and Southwest Wind ; the first two of which papers had
been read by the author before the School of Literature and the

Arts.®

#1 may be i'-.ll'-l-lll"-l-—u'.'l'..li[]‘l}' ghall be by every bibliophaolist

Gin

my possession.  In 1864, my old friend John B. Dillon, formerly of Cincinnati, after-

for mentioning here

which now lies® before me, came into

how the copy of the Pletare of th,

wards for many years State Librarian of Indiana, and now Librarian of the Department
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In the autumn of 1815, Dr. Drake resorted again to the med-
ical lectures in the Pennsylvania University, and in the follow-
ing spring received his diploma from that institution—the first
ever conferred upon a citizen of Cincinnati. From this time
his expanded professional life may be considered to have begun
and to have left its traces with such distinctness as to constitute
the basis of a biographical sketch. From this time, too, began
my first distinct memories of his life in reference to those points
which enter into this brief account of its leading features.

Early in 1817, he was tendered the professorship of Materia
Medica and Medical Botany in the medical department of Tran-
sylvania University, at Lexington, Kentucky, which he accepted ;
not with any intention of residing in Lexington, but with the
expectation of spending his winters there, and the remainder of
the year in Cincinnatt. In the fall of 1817, he went to Lex-
ington and engaged in the duties of his professorship, remaining
until the following April. It was the opening of his career as a
teacher of medicine, which continued, with slight intermissions,
until his death, thirty-five years afterward.

In the spring of 1818, recognizing the brighter prospects for
growth and advancement of Cincinnati than those of Lex-
ington, he resigned his professorship in Transylvania University,
but not his purpose to continue a teacher of medicine. He con-
ceived the idea of establishing a medical school in Cincinnati,
and in December, 1818, made application to the Legislature of
Ohio, and obtained a charter for the Medical College of Ohio,

of the Interior, purchased a copy of it in.an antiquarian book store in Baltimore, and in
March, 1867, presented ivrto me. It was a cop) which my mother had presented to
the late Morgan Neville, Esq., of Cincinnati, and upon the fly leaf is @ presentation

o scrintion to him in her handwriting. More than forty-two yearsafter it passed from

her hands, it returned to mine, secming to speak of her.
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which was established at Cincinnati, and, with varying fortunes,
has continued to the present time. The history of his connec-
tion with that institution, first and last, would be interesting to
the professional reader ; but I do not propose to attempt to trace
it. I can not, however, withhold a brief account of his con-
nection with its creation. It sprang from his brain and will, was
his child, and to the close of his days was an object of affection
to him.

The charter of the institution incorporated its four professors,
with himself as president, Ohio was then a frontier state, with
a population of probably 400,000, and Cincinnati a backwoods
town of about 7,000 inhabitants: certainly not the most inviting
field for such an enterprise which could then have been found.
But he looked forward to what Cincinnati, and Ohio, and  the
West were to become, and planned for an enlarged future,
which he lived to see.

It was not until November, 1820, that the College went into
operation, and then with a class of but twenty-four pupils. Dr.
Drake’s Inaugural Discourse on that occasion was published,
with a Memorial to the General Assembly of Ohio, signed by
himself alone, urging the endowment of the institution by the
State. The following concluding words of the Memorial show

the spirit which then animated him:

“ By a perusal of the Discourse which I have taken the liberty of dedicating to your

honorable body, it will be perceived that the Faculty of this College have endeavored

to arganize it on a liberal plar actions

that they have not sought to give it present att

at the expense of future | tity 3 that they have proposed to erect in it, from the

beginning, a standard of ¢

cellence for their pupils, at least as exalted as that of any

¢ institution in the Union; and, in shore, that having a due regard to the high

inies of Ohio, they have anxiously sought to lay the foundation of a school, which

in its future progress; and under abler guidance, may be made to contribute to the glory

of tlie State.”
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This Memorial he presented to the General Assembly of
182021, in person, and either then or on the occasion, two
years before, of his application for the charter, he enjoyed the
rare privilege of being allowed to plead his cause at the bar of
the House of Representatives. His efforts resulted in a grant
by the Legislature of S10,000 to erect a hospital at Cincinnati,
of which the Professors of the College * were to be ex officia
the medical attendants, and in turn to have the privilege of
introducing the pupils of the College.” This appropriation,
< although in depreciated bank paper,” he said, ‘“was quite
adequate to the end in view:” a statement forcibly illustrating
the greater value of money then than now.

The second session of the College opened in November,
1821, with a class of thirty students. It was the last session of
his connection with the institution for ten years. Uncon-
sciously, he had embodied in its charter the means—too soon
to be employed—of dashing all his hopes of building up in
Cincinnati a great medical school. The Professors of the
College were its governors, filling its chairs, and controlling all
its concerns. ‘This plan of organization was the great mistake
which affected his whole after life as a teacher of medicine,
opening the way, as it did, at the end of the second session, for
his dismissal by his two remaining colleagues from the institu-
tion which his own efforts had brought into existence, and in
which their places were obtained through him.

I have no thought, after the lapse of nearly half a century, of
reviving the memory of the bitter controversies of that period.
The parties have passed away, and few now live who knew of
those controversies, and fewer would probably interested in a

recital of them; but I can not resist the impulse to transcribe
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a single page (omitting the names) from his Narrative of the
Rise and Fall of the Medical College of Obio, published in May,
1822, giving his account of his dismissal therefrom.

% At 8 o'clock,” said he,  we met according to a previous adjournment, and trans-

acted some financial buginess. A profound silence ensued; our dim taper shed a faint

light over the faces of the plotters; and everything seemed ominous of an approach-

ing revolution. On trying occasions Dr. is said to be subject to a dizease not
unlike Saint Vitus' Dance ; and on this he did not wholly escape. 'Wan and trembling
he raised himself (with the exception of his eyes), and in lugubrious accents said, ©Mr.
President, in the resolution I am about to offer, I am influenced by no private feclings,
but solely by a reference to the public good.” He then read as follows: f Vored that
Daniel Drake, M. D., be dismissec

fram the Medical College of Ohio.” The por-

tentous stillness recurred, and was not interrupted till I reminded the gentlemen of

their designs. Mr. , who is blessed with stronger nerves, then rose, and adjusting
himself to a firmer balance, puton a proper sanctimony, and ejaculated, *1 second the

motion.' ‘The crisis had now manifestly come; and learning that the gentlemen were

ready to meet it, I put the question, which carried, in the classical language of Dr. 1
Vmemo contradicente.” I could not do more than tender them a vote Ufllfl-lllln':‘ nor less

e . 4 AT
than withdraw, and performing both, the Doctor politely lit me down stairs,

He only who knew at the time how Dr. Drake’s heart was
bound to this institution, can comprehend the pain inflicted upon
him by this act of his colleagues. It was certainly not alleviated
by the knowledge that his own mistake in framing the charter
of the College led to his exclusion from it.

Simultaneously with the establishment of the Medical College
of Ohio, Dr. Drake became much interested in the formation
of a Museum in that city, which was opened in June, 1820, in
the Cincinnati College building, on Walnut street between
Fourth and Fifth, and which for many years constituted an
interesting feature of the growing town of Cincinnati. Dr.
Drake delivered the address at the opening of this Museum, in
which he thus spoke:

The plan of our establishment embraces nearly the whole of those parts of the great
“The plan of ou blist I gre
|

circle of knowle y which require material objects, either natural or artificial, for their
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illustration. It has, of course, a variety of subdivisions, and in its execution will call
for very different architects; as its consummation will afford instruction’ and’ delight to

in

persons of very opposite tastes. Already, indeed, in possession of many specimens
Zoorocy, MINERALOGY, ANTIQUITIES, and the Fineand Userur ArTs, we venture to
indulge the hope, that even at this time, we can offer something to interest the naturalist,
the antiquary, and the mechanician.

¢To establish in this new region a scientific cabinet, on a plan so varied and exten-
sive, may be considered by some as premature and impracticable. It is not difficult to
show, however, that this objection israther specious than solid.  For an obvious reason,
it is a new country in which such a multifarious assemblage is most proper. Ancient
communitics, only, exhibit a perfect separation of kindred trades and gccupations, and a
divorcement of the extrancous branches of science from the learned professions, to which
in young societies we find them closely united. Old communities, therefore, are the
only ones which can suecessfully establish cabinets and museums for particular classes of
objects; and destined for the benefic and amusement of particular orders of men. Let
no one, then, charge our society with temerity for aiming at a general collection; nor
regard as:an evidence of vain-glory and undisciplined ambition; what, in reality, is both
the effect, and indication of our recent settlement in a new region.”

In 1823 Dr. Drake again became connected with Transyl-
vania University, as Professor of Materia Medica; but he would
not suffer his name to be brought before the Board of “I'rustees
of that institution until it became manifest that he would not
be restored to his position in the Medical College of Ohio, on
such terms as would justify its resumption. His connection
with the Transylvania school continued until the spring of
1827 ; a period of the highest prosperity of that institution, and
that in which he laid broad the foundations of his fame as a
teacher of medicine. His introductory lecture upon re-entering
the institution was On the Necessity and Falue of Professional
Industry, and may be considered to have been an expression
of his own experience, and a picture of his own professional
ambition. The following paragraphs from that discourse pos-
sess a permanent interest to students of medicine:

i First, to be successful, there must be method in your industry., You must apply

yourselves, in the beginning, to those branches which constitute the alphabet and
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the \-.['g_--_si.m; to the truths that are simit'lt' and obvious, and may

elements,. From these you may

be said to constit s fundamenta

» more complicated, until by a gradual and easy transition you come at

g the m

exalted principles of science. For want of this precaution I

' i..'I.II.L':

of many a dese ¢ student apparently of no avail. Having

* the higher branches of the profession, he has felt

furely at a knowledg

| the movements of acom-

sment of one who might haves htto unders

Juf an \|-_;-|;|_|in:.1|:u' with the :|]J.-L‘.]L.1_'lic.ll powers united in its

machine, w

plica

construc {i-._'|. Such an one i ||!'\'_|']l "-ll'|';'.‘:'|l|‘|'l to des M |'I.I.'\ lIII]"I'iI‘iII[E':l t‘ll'\'.l‘,inn

—he 18 perpetu illv haunted by a consciousness of itl];'t:1'?'<'t[il1rl, .31:ri_. when too lates

s the truth of the apothegm, thit the progress of the human mind mwst be

ywi to the unknown.

to be efficient, musc be real.  The eye may wander over the pages of an

withour a mental devotion of minutes. Physical and intellectual

to devote much time to the business of

rent, that it 18 poss

ut eiche & me

enriching t nory or strengthening the judgment.  Mental

ement, and without it bodily application will be

is a prerec te ta all impr

t and delusive.

I, industry must be unremitted. Irzhould notrecur in paroxyems,

her way in constancy to the destined port. 1 do not insist on close

“To be sogces

while under the ceaseless trade-wind

s interrup

for with fitful breezes the ¥

of yaur intel-

confinement, for that would impair your health, and with it, the activit

1al POWErS. But it may be safely affirmed, that If students of every class would

?
 to exercise in the open air; i much g

number

¢ the hot

af ;:|-iu'r|.|:

y be employed in professional readi

might, without injury to the constituti

usual. What we .ca neral pre *5 enervation

and not the mind that becomes fatigued and rest in these

strength.

oduced by the restraints and confinement of a

cases. But when

it can afford no r

mate, or consume the hours of .- The true coun-

teractipg influence to the morbid effects of inte

se study, 18 active exercise in the fields

und woods, where 1 pect, can allu from o

parting vigor to't inspiration to tie soul,
. ]
* Gentlemen, I have dwelt g0 long on the necessity for professional industry, that
but a si moment remains to speak of its rewards: These consist of the various

if success

casures and profits ¢

The most humble of them ig an immunity from the

cha

or i

sinted hopes; a negative cor iom it 18 true, but to a mind of ardent
Then

ite, embracing all that is delightful to good taste, responsive to the

aspiratii

ding actual pleas

low a train of positive |'_.',|',i-

1on

ying to tion, available to avarice, or ::Lt].u;ng to the

of mind make you desirous of gu

1t & provident tem ding

the gloomy

insignificance—the sad and solit

35 of an ignorant old age, you must

A —
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accomplish it by industry in youth ; and such industry is peculiarly appropriate to this
abject, since, in our declining years, the knowledge acquired in early life is almost all
that remains with us, The first inscriptions on the tablet of the mind are the last to
be effaced. What a resistless motive for early diligence is suggested by this important
law of human nature; and from its frequent violation, how few, like Nestor in the

Iliad, become in old age the living oracles of wisdom to the rising generation.

«Should you carry within your breast a Samaritan heart, and find the act of doing
good to others a greater joy than comes to them, by industry you may be said to acquire

a foretaste of the happiness of the blessed’; Heaven i

" will look upon and love
you. And on the other hand, should you place your affections on the things of this
world —within 'certain limits, a necessary and useful attachment,—should you love

and

money for the independence and power of which it is the parent, or the comforts

luxuries it may purcha

you may realize the golden dreams of Alchymy; fordiligence
is the true philosopher’s stone.

«IF a love of knowledge should prove to be your ruling passion, do not fear that
much industry will either exhaust all new objects of admiration or blunt your faculty of

enjoyment. 'Che former defies the grasp of human intellect, and the latter can not be

cloyed. Nor need you stray beyond the empire of organized beings ; but should indeed

confine yourself within its limits, rangi

ng with freedom, but still returning to man, who,
likke the sun in the midst of the solar system, is the central orb of living nature.

¢ Should you, howeyer, del + of ambition—

i cerramen—in the strug

and pursue fame as an ultimate object, renown, with its long train of brilliant accom-

paniments, will be yours : or, if nature has given vyou a relish for pra he sounds of

popular applause, and the sweeter accents of

you have rescued from impending death, will fall like soft music on your ear,

¢« My young friends, be not discouraged that I have disclosed to your view the diffi-

sion must

culties which the candidate for the honors and enjoyments of the prof
encounter, for I have done it to stimulate vou in the race. Enterpr s mot in

the path that is unembarrassed, courage is animated by danger, and ge

achievement that invol

es no peril. The road to glory is not devoid of thorns, but

they are the thorns which surround the rose.

From April, 1827, to November, 1830, Dr. Drake’s connec-
tions with medical schools was suspended, and he was engaged
in the practice of his profession in Cincinnati. In 1827, he
became the editor of the Western Medical and Physical Fournal,
through which, for many years, he continued to influence the
medical mind of the western country. In 1830—if my memory
be correct as to the time—he was tendered the Professorship of

Medicine in the University of Virginia, but declined it. In
J =] ?
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November of that year, he became a professor in the Jefferson
Medical College at Philadelphia. There is reason to supposc
that, had he desired it, he might have retained his connection
with that institution during the remainder of his life; and had
he done so, it would, doubtless, have given him a greater meas-
ure of prosperitythan he enjoyed. But he never could entertain
the thought of a permanent removal from Cincinnati; and bis
acceptance of the Philadelphia professorship was designed merely
to enable him to find professors for a new medical institution in
Cincinnati. That institution was organized in the following
year under the authority of Miami University ; but before it
went into operation an arrangement was made for the consolida-
tion of its faculty with that of the Medical College of Ohio;
and Dr, Drake again entered that institution. His connection
with it continued only through the session of 1831—2. In
order to promote this consolidation, and ““ to prevent a total de-
struction of the interests of medical education in Cincinnati,
from the disorganized state of both faculties at midsummer,”
Dr. Drake ¢ suggested, as the only means of effecting the union

which the trustees had projected and were laboring to effect, the

establishment of an L"‘I:_':\h[h t'li:iil'—{f“]]ii.‘.ll D‘-Il’.‘(“c]ll(? :LLILI
offered to take it himselt.”” Owing to the absence of the Pro-
fessor of the Institutes of Medicine, Dr. Drake discharged during
that session the duties of both professorships ; but finding, from
the limited extent of the wards of the hospital, that Clinical
Medicine could not be sustained as a separate chair, and that
with it the Institutes would not be permanently united, he felt
compelled to resign at the close of the session.

During this session he published, and dedicated to his class, a

volume of Practical Essays on Medical Education and the Medi-

iy

e P
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cal Profession in the United States, which probably contain as
much practical wisdom as has been anywhere embodied on those
topics. The following paragraph therefrom has inculcations, the
observance of which by all who enter the profession would ele-

vate its character, not less than ennoble its spirit :
3

% But a thorough course of preparatory learning i tul, in more ways than one, It

establishes early habits of application, generates a love of knowledge, trains the faculties,

and inspires that firmness of purpose which prevents him who puts his hand to the
plow from looking back, "These are the cardinal virtues of a student, and they are
in a great degree the effect of cultivation. We ook instinctively at the grand and
beautiful aspect of nature, but this is poetry, not philosophy. A poet delincates the
surface, a philosopher decomposes the substance of things. One is born, the other
called to his vocation. Education never made a great poet, nor nature a good philoso-

pher. The latter is essentially the product of art. Toil is his destiny. He must sink

a deep shaft, and draw up treazures from below. ‘Therefore he should be strength-

ened by [':',1|l:|_h' and active effort. He must be inured to E.L'llul" and .i.L'-'|I1'-|:{_' adroitness in
its performance. Hence he zhould b

formed, As well might be attempt, at thirty, to learn fencing, dancing, or a delicate

and difficult-art, as to commence at that age, without previous study

osophy. In both cases his awlwardness gives birth to the most discourag

He 1

of practice, and are derived from/it only, I would admonish parents to consider this

incessantly, the want of that strength and' discipline, which are the oft

o Fing

subject anxiously and deeply. Many who place their sons to the study of medicine, are

themselves illite

¢, and do not apprehend the importance of early intellectual disci-

pline. They transfec the objects of their care from the plow to the doctor's shop

and !'..‘IEII-::I‘, them to exchange the I'l.‘l'li]‘-t'.‘é of asticulture for those of }‘fi-'ll!!:.h"\'. O t

multizude, a few, by the force of anirrepressible geniug, may rise to eminence; but the

majority must lag forever in the under walks of the profession. Not having Jearned to

climb, when the art might have been acquired, they may assault, but can not scale the

rupged steeps of science.”

On the 8th of November, 1833, Dr. Drake delivered in Lex-
ington before the Literary Convention of Kentucky a speech
¢ On the importance of promsting literary and social concert in the
Valley of the Mississippi, as a means of elevating its character and
perpetuating the Union” In the light of the events of which
that Valley was the theater thirty years afterward, the follow-
ing sentences from that speech have an interest justifying their

l)l'L‘?iL'lllﬂliUl] hti'e .
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# The geography of the interior, in truth, admonishes us to live in harmony, cherish
uniform plans of education, and found similar institutions,

“The relations between the upper and low sippi States, established by the

collective waters of the whole Valley, must forever continue unchanged.  What the

towering oak is to our climbing winter grape, the € Father of waters' must ever be to

the communities along its trunk and its countless tributary streams—an imperishable
support, an exhausrless power of union. What is the Culn;ulaiﬁlm of its lower coasts

and alluvial plains, but the soil of all the upper States and Territaries, transported, com-

mingled, and gsited by its waters?  Within her own limits Louisiana has, indeed,
the rich mold of ten sister States, which have thus contributed to the t'-.'rri]i:_',' of her

plantation It might almost be said, that for ages this region has sent thither a

portion of its soil, where, in a milder climate, it might produce the cotton, oranges, and
sugar, which, through the same channel, we receive in exchange for the products of
our corn fields, work shops, and mines. | Facts which prepare the way, and invite to
West and South.

# Thus connected by nature in the great Valley, we must live in the bonds of com-

perpetual union between the

}:,m]ungl;ip_ or imbrie our hands in each other’s blood. We have no middle ds.-gtin}'.
To secure the former to our ||L--Ju:l'it}', we should lrn'g'lrl while sm"lL‘[:\' iz still tender and
pliable. The saplings of the woods, if intertwined, will adapt themselves to each other
and grow together; the little bird may hang its nest on the twigs of different trees, and

the dew=-drop fall successively on leaves which are nourished by distinct tunks. The

tornado strikes harmless on such a bower, for the various parts sustain each other; but
the grown tree, sturdy and sct in its way, will not bend to its fellow, and when uprooted

by the tempest, is daghed in violence against all within ita reach,

Dr. Drake was not merely a medical man. From his early
manhood he took an active and intelligent interest in enter-
prises which were calculated to advance the social and material
interests of the West. Conspicuous in his history is his effort,
in 1835, to set on foot the construction of a railroad from Cin-
cinnati to Charleston, S. C. On the 10oth of August in that
year a public meeting was held in Cincinnati for the purpose
of promoting the construction of a railroad from Newport or
Covington, opposite that city, to Paris, in Bourbon county,
Kentucky. After the proceedings on that subject were con-
cluded, Dr. Drake offered the following resolution:

5 Resolwed, That a committes of three be appointed to inguire into the practicability

and advantages of an extension of the proposed railroad from Paris into the State of
South Carolina.™

—

“opunls
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This resolution was unanimously adopted, and Dr. Drake, J.
W. Bakewell, and J. S. Williams were appointed the com-
mittee ; from which, on the 15th of that month, Dr. Drake
presented a report in favor of the practicability, and urging the
advantages, of the proposed road. ‘The following brief extract
therefrom can hardly be devoid of interest to the new genera-

tion now on the stage of action:

¢ No public work could contribute more powerfully to our national defense. Estab-
lishing a direct and rapid communication between the Northern and Southern frontiers
of the United States, separated, unlike the Eastern and Western, from the dominions of
oreign nations by narrow sheets of water only, it would afford facilities for the trans-

tenance from the center to the

portation of troops, munitions of war, and military s
horders, or even from one frontier to the other, with unexampled rapidity ; thus favor-
ing a concentration, requisite to national defense in time of war, which could not other-
wise be effected, and which would present a new triumph of civilization over barbarizm,
by making civil public works an efficient substitute for standing armies and powerful
navies, which exhaust the resources and endanger the liberties of a nation.

« But the most interesting and affecting consequences that would flow from the exe-
cution of this enterprise, would be the social and political. ‘What is now the amount
of personal intercourse between the millions of American fellow-citizens, of North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, on the one hand, and Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana,
and Illinols, on the other? Do they not live and die in ignorance of cach other, and,
perhaps, with wrong opinions and prejudices, which the intercourse of a few years would
annihilate foreveri Should this work be executed, the personal communication between
the North and South would instantly become unprecedented in the United States.  Louis-
ville and Augusta would be brought into social intercourse, Cincinnati and Charleston
be neighbors; and parties of pleasure would start from the banks of the Savannah for
those of the Ohio. The people of the two great valleys would, in summer, meet in the
intervening motuntain region of North Carolina and Tennessee, one of the most delight-
ful climates in the United States; exchange their opinions, compare their sentiments,
and blend their feelings—the North and the South would, in fact, shake hands with
each other, yield up their social and political hostility, pledge themselves to common

national interests, and part as friends and brethren.”

In June, 1835, Dr. Drake succeeded in establishing a new
medical school in Cincinnati, as a department of the Cincinnati
College. This institution, in which, for many years, all collegi-

ate instruction had been suspended, was one in the establishment
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of which, in 1818-20, he had taken a leading part. ‘¢ The
building was originally commenced for the Lancaster Seminary.
About the year 1819, General William Lytle, who came to the
West before Ohio had beégun, and had pursued the Indian over
this very ground, proposed to some of the citizens, in the spirit
of a generous munificence, that they should finish the building,
endow it, and procure a college charter. Leading the way with
a subscription of eleven thousand five hundred dollars, he was
followed by as many respectable citizens as made forty in the
aggregate, and their contributions amounted to as many thousand
dollars. A charter was obtained, which gave ample power to
appoint professors, organize a faculty, and confer ¢all the degrees
which are usually conferred in any college or university in the
United States.’ ™ #

The medical school organized under this charter was strictly
a private enterprise, with no endowment; and though the citi-
zens contributed to its support, yet the chief burden rested on
the four original projectors, Doctors Drake, S. D. Gross, Lan-
don C. Rives, and Joseph N. MecDowell; to each of whom it
was a cost, tll]l'il]}__’] the four vears of its c.‘-.'isuruc-::, of l‘l{‘.:ir[}’ the
entire amount of the emoluments of their respective chairs.
“It is not surprising, therefore,” said Dr. Gross, ‘“that after
struggling on, although with annually increasing classes, and with
a spirit of activity and perseverance that hardly knew any
bounds, it should at length have exhausted the patience, and
even the forbearance of its founders. What, however, con-
tributed more, perhaps, than anything else to its immediate
downfall, was the resignation of Dr. Willard Parker, the Pro-

fessor of Surgery, who, in the summer of 1839, accepted a chair

Mansfield's Memoir of Dr. Drake.
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in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the city of New
York. The vacation of the surgical chair was soon followed by
my own retirement and that of my other colleagues, Dr. Drake
being the last to withdraw.”> Dr. Drake, upon the dissolution
of the Cincinnati school, was elected to a professorship in the
Louisville Medical Institute, afterward known as the University
of Louisville, where he pursued his professorial duties during
the succeeding ten years. Some time during that period the
trustees of the Institute adopted a rule limiting the age of
a professor to sixty-five years. In 1849, though not yet sixty-
two years old, Dr. Drake deemed it proper, in view of the
adoption of that rule, to resign his chair; notwithstanding the
abrogation of the rule by its framers in his favor. He was im-
mediately elected to a chair in the Medical College of Ohio;
and as there were no longer any circumstances which would ren-
der a connection with that institution unpleasant or embarrassing,
he accepted the post, and during the session of 1849-50 lectured
there. From his introductory lecture, the following passage is
presented; “which,” says his biographer, Mr. Mansfield, *as
descriptive of personal feeling, I think one of the finest pieces of
written eloquence I have ever seen.” After alluding to his con-
nection with Cincinnati, and with various medical institutions,

he said :

mater, Her image

My heart still fondly turned to my first love, your a/

ing in the warm and radiant tints of earlier life, was ever in my view, Transylvania
had been reorganized in 1819, and included in its faculty Professor Dudley, whose
surgical fame had already spread throughout the West, and that ygon of labor and
perseverance, Professor Caldwell, now a veteran octogenarian. In the year after my

separation from this'school, T was recalled to'that; bur neither ithe cloquence of col-

ic.-.!;:u:-s, nor the greeting of the largest classes which the l:ni'.l'z'-.'.::.' ever e'rl_]--:-':'-i, could

ions I resigned ; and was

drive that beautiful image from my mind. After four se

subsequently called to Jefferson Medical College, but the image mingle

with my shadow ;- and when we reached the summit of the mountain, it bade me
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and gaze upon the silvery eloud which hung over the place where you are now assembled,

rtment of Cincinnati College, I lectured with men of

Afterward, in the Medical Deps
power to young men 1|:E:-,:'|n-:: for J\Trlu'l'r']ctigr., but the il‘tl.‘l._;l_' still ‘hovered round me.
I was then invited to Louigville, became a member of one of the ablest faculties ever

ied inthe West, and saw the halls of the University rapidly filled:  But when I

embe

looked on the faces of four hundred students, behold | the image was in the midst of
them., While there I prosecuted an extensive course of personal inquiry into the

causes and cure of the diseases of the interior of the continent; and in journeyings by

day and journeyings by night, on the water and on the land, while struggling through

th the Gulf, or eamping with ILndi-
] L] o

the matted rushes where the Mississippi mingles

ans and Canadian boatmen under che pines and birches of Lake Superior, the image

words of encouragement and

was still my faichful companion, and whispered swi
hope. 1 bided my time; and after twice doubling the period through which j.]cuh
waited for his Rachel, the united voice of the trustees and professors has recalled me to

the chair which I held in che beginning.”

‘The allusions, in this extract, to his journeyings, lead me to
present, as an example of the descriptive and poetic character of
his mind, the following passage, describing Mackinac, from a
pamphlet published by him in 1842, entitled The Northern

Lakes, a summer residence for invalids of the South :

In a recess on the southeastern side of the Island, but a few feet above the surface
of the lake, stands the grotesque village of Mackinac ; where, side by side, are Cana-
dian

cliff which overhangs it sits Fort Mackinac, with its bristling cannon and whitewashed

iress-thatched cabing and modern frames erected by our own people.  On the

battlements. Half a mile in the rearis the other }I:J‘.I!.!GIT seventy-five feer ];EE]Lr_[" the
site of old Fort Holmes, which we have already visited. From this summit, elevated

far above all that surrounds it, the panorama is such as would justify the cpithet to

Mackinac—Queen of the Isles. To the west are the indented shores of the upper
peninsula of Michigan; to the south those of the lower, presenting in the interior a
distant and smoky line of elevated table land; up the straits green islets may be seen

peeping above the wat directly in front of the harbor Round Island forms a beau-

tiful foreground ; while the Ia

Bois. Blanc, with its light house, stretches off to the

east; to the north are other islands, at varying distances, which complete the archi-
pelago.
“When the observer directs his eye upon the waters more than the land, and

the surfice as variable in it tints, as if

the day is fair, with moderate wind, he: finds

are [ I'.l'

clothed in a robe of changeable silk. Green and blue governing hues, but

they flow into each other with such facility and frequency, that while still contempla-

ting a particular spot, it scems, as if by magic, transformed into anotcher,
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“ But these mid-day beauties vanish before those of the setting gun, when the bound-
less horizon of lake and land seems girt around with a fiery girdle of clouds, and the
brilliant drapery of the skies paints itself upon the face of the wateérs, Brief as they
are beautiful, these evening glories, like spirits of the air, quickly pass aw 1y'; and the

grey mantle of night warns the beholder to d

rt for the village, while he may yer
make his way along a narrow and rm‘k_\' E::LL];, beset with tufts of ]._—i.;!;l,-.-juni“-:-. Hav-

Ing refreshed himself for an hour, he may stroll out upon the beach, and listen to the

gerenade of the waters.  Wave after wave will break at his feet, over

he white pebbles,
and return as limpid asit came. Up the straits he will see the evening star dancing on

the ruffied surface, and the lagging schooner flapping its e

I'land
breeze 5 while the milky way—Dgatn's Pati of the Red Man—will dimly appear in

+ gails in the fitf

the waters before him. Behind, in the street, a lively group of Canadian French, of

every shade of color between white and red, will gossip and shrug their shoulders; on

one side he will hear the uproar of a lodge of drunken Chippewas, with the screams,

6f women and children, and the cackling of the frightened hens; on the other he

will see the sober and listless Ortawa, sitting in silent vacancy of thought, on the up-

turned keel of his birch canoe, his wife within the tent spreading cypress bark and

flag mars upon the gravel, as lodgings for the night, while half a dozen children lall or
play about the door, and as'many half-starved dogs curl upamong them. Surrounded
by such scenes, the traveler begins to realize that he is a stranger ; when suddenly a
new phenomenon appears and fixes the conviction 3 every object becomes more visible,
and raising his eyes, he beholds the heavens illaminated with an aurora borealis, where

he reads in fantastic characters of light, that he is, ind

y & gojourner in a strange land,

and has wandered far from his friends and home in the sunny regions of the South.'"

In 1850 occurred the great literary event of Dr. Drake’s life,
the publication of his Treatise on the Principal Diseases of the
Interior Valley of North Amzrica.  In connection with this work
was exemplified, within my personal knowledge, his indifference
to pecuniary profit from any work which he felt a desire to give
to the world. Twelve hundred copies of this book were pub-
lished ; and all the pecuniary benefit he was to derive from it
was one dollar for each copy sold. No one knew better than
he how mere a pittance this was, in return for the money, to
say nothing of the time and labor, he had spent upon the pre-
paration of this book. He frequently said that the work, not
being an array of recipes, would not be popular with the masg

of the medical profession, and that anly scientific men of a high
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order of mind and attainments would ever appreciate it. But
still he pressed on in its preparation with as much energy and
steadfastness, as if wealth in money and professional popularity
awaited the completion of the efforts of thirty years. He was
intent on making an original contribution, of high and permanent
scientific value, to the literature of his profession; and I think
he would probably have carried out his design if he had had to
bear the expense of its publication out of his own pocket.
Knowing, as I do, all that this work cost him in the years of
its preparation, and how deeply he was interested in it, I feel
that it were a wrong to his memory if I failed to embody here a
suitable notice of it; and yet I am quite aware that I have no
qualification for writing it. I therefore transfer here the fol-

lowing somewhat extended remarks in relation to it, found in

Mr. Mansfield’s Memoir :

¢ It was thirty years before the work was published, that Dr. Drake announced his

plan of pr sive treatise on the Diseases of the Interior Valley of North

c I[I'.' ;--.Il"ll Circu

America. rs and commenced his preparations, and at lase, it

‘ears from the commencement to the completion of the 5t vol o “'h
I i nor the b volume. U8

was ten
the period of a generation passed from the time che work was first initiated, before any

t, and then much of it remained unpublished for the full time

part of it saw the Lig
commended by Horace as the patient probation of authorship, When it came betore

the public, it was elaborated with all the care and pains which minute examination,

intellectual tal

yservation, scientific acumen, and higl ent could give an original
E

e on one of the it important subjects connected with the great continent of

ca. In its very nature, It was or

It could not be got from books. It
was dug out, as it were, of the very elements of the continent and society of America,
It was as completely nafrve to the soil as the gold which came from the mountains of
California,

S || a '.\UI.:{ lUUllli EI.I.'!I' no sc li
pao ed of Fo
infurmed, an

and' enduring value and excellence, unless com-

Jaces; caretully observed, compared, and noted, by a logical, well-

ious mind. Such a work Dr. Drake has actually, produced, and in

producing it has erected an honorable and durable monument to the science and litera-

ture of America. That icis really a great work, in value as well as labor; is admitted
by the highest medical and scientific authorities of Europe and America.. That its
reputation will increase with time, is also evident, It takes long for the public mind ’L

puils
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{8 }I.‘i'.'-. the measure of

justice and praise ig liberally meted, if not to the living author, at least to his memo

%It is always interesting to know Aoze such a wo

ke has been produced, and in what

manner the author has pursued his inquiries. In the pr

sent case this is specia
1e5: N

are influenced by, if not wholly derived from, the character of soil, ¢

becat cation of researc

ural diseases

the nature of the worl 1'{*:'lu'||e:l 1 compl

1ie, tempera-

ture, and food in the regions where they prevail. Most diseases are purely physical in

their origin, and’ hencejarise from ph

al causes.  The very first thing to be done,

th is to ascertain the topography and climate of the country whose d

§ are

treated of.  The next is to determine the habirs of the people ;

d’ the last is 1o

i : v : .
describe the diseases’ and treatment of them. Then these

artments are usually

investigated by different classes of men of science. The first belon

to the topograph-
ical geographer; the second to the social economist; and the last to the physician. To

make such a treatise, however, as he planned, so complete and accurate, it was neces-

sary that Dr, Drake should |

orm the whole labor himself, and he did. There was

no treatise on the physical top vhy of the Mississippi valley, none on its social

economy, and none on its general diseases. He had been himself the only pioneer in

this branch of local science, and he was obliged now, not only to build, but to gather

ials of the s

the mate

2 done, the

gned. One of the first chir

feriona

most labarious, and the longest in time, was ¢

e :.'.'.'u}l nore I"_I'.’ .'bf"i—
henomena of the entire Interior I'his could only be done by summer

1]

e, and note, in that vast expanse, from Lake Superior to the Gulf of

id

for, in winter, he lectured at Louisy Accordingly, he « :

serve, in.]u;

our=

Mexico, and from the Alleghany to the Rocky Mountains. In these o

neys, he visited most of the eminent physicians, mingled among all cl

r |~1-<-|~|‘.'.;

Indians and negroes, as well as whites. He must have traveled at least thirty thousand

miles, and examined thoroughly azone of country comprising four million square
The

of country, and L'_-I'L“l.i.ll!:.' of all the |>|]r|LiEu] cities and towns. When this was \|c-m',

ICE

Ires of each distr

ct of this was ascertain, personally, the distinctive fea

he employed competent topographical engineers and draughtsmen to make plans of

sites and towns, that he might give a precise topographical view of all those localic

eases, The res

much noted for specific d 1t was, that there is no otber wwork which

compares with this, in distinct accurate topographical information.

“ Having sketched the manner in which this work was executed, I may turn now to

its plan and analysis. The origin and objects of the work are thus state

rn of this work to treat of the

, it 18 the de

*¢As announced on the title-pa

diseases of the Caucasian, Indian, and African varieties of our population, in cor

th cach other; the first being the standard to which the uther two

are broughe. For this purpose, no other country presents equal ad

;‘lJ:Id L'(,‘[T]E".!Yi_.g'l.l-'l W
. gince in no

Antages

3
other do we find masses of three varieties of the human race in permanent juxtaposition.
There ].'-' moreaver, i fuuf{'ﬂ |'.11'ir_'lj'—:|1r_‘ ."rlnﬂt:\.'li.a]'-——l|'E|[L:-L:I1‘.L‘|1 lJ_'.' the tribes ol

Esquimaux, whose huts of snow are scattered across the northern extremity of t

1E

Vil“t“\-‘, who subsist on a sim -1it'|,'II and live in a lower temperaturc than

known portion of the human race, and therefore present, in their habits and j
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many p sints of inrerest, to which he has given such attention as the books of voyages
and travels have enabled him to bestow.

“ 4 The germ of this work was a pamphlet entitled Notices concerming Cincinnatiy

printed - for ribution forty years

North America was at that time a primitive wilderness. Ten years afterward, tha

authur formed the design of preparing a more extended work on the discases of the
Ohio valley; but being called to teach, he became interested in medical’ schools,

which, with the ceaseless labors of medical practice for the next twenty years, left no

time for personal observation beyond the immediate sphere of his own business. Mean-

while, settlements extended in all directions, with which the area of observation

t"ii'-"‘-!'-'-J. and the 11|_m of the |||-.'_-nf|5|:ll work underwent a rclrrl.'.‘-|1:l:|n|.'|r1;: enlargement.

He could look upon this long delay without regret, if he were conscious that his work
had thereby been rendered proportionally more perfect; but he is obliged to confess
that the labors of a pioneer, in many things, have not been avspicious to's high degree
of perfection in any, and that a new country, ‘with its diversified scenes and objects, is
not favorable to the concentration of attention upon any one.’

¢ There is no medical man who would not be benefited by a study, of this worl.
There is noscientific man who will not be interested in'it.  Asa pure work of science,
I know of none of greater magnitude and accuracy produced in America. It has been
pronounced by the highest medical authority a work of superior excellence, and worthy
the ||-;_;;Lr,J and admiration of the !1riii-::!-':-|||l1. As an American worls, it is an honor to
the country, and a monument to its science and intelligence.”

In 1850 Dr. Drake, finding that his position in the Medical
College of Ohio was not free from embarrassments, and being
urgently solicited by his late C(:l[u:lgucs in the Louisville School
to return to it, consented to do so. This renewed connection
continued for two sessions, when he yielded to his ardent desire
to spend the evening of his life in making the Medical College
of Ohio a great institution, and re-entered it after an almost
continuous exile of thirty years, He came back to it full of
years and professional honors, with, apparently, no untoward
circumstances to mar his happiness in returning te his * first
love.” Though nearing his sixty-eighth year, it was literally

: } e otk R T o b e o
true, that *his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.
He entered with enthusiasm into every matter connected with
the College ; and the prospect was that he might yet have con-

tinued to teach for years with undiminished power and accept-

The greater part of the Interior Valley of
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ance ; when suddenly the disease—congestion of the brain—
which, in 1825, had nearly proved fatal to him, recurred, and
after an illness of a few days, death closed his earthly career on
the 5th of November, 1852, at the opening of the session of
the College, and before he had reappeared in its halls ; and the
class assembled as his pupils became his mourners.

Dr. Drake’s last public appearance was on the 26th of
October, 1852, in the meeting of the citizens of Cincinnati,
held on the occasion of the death of Daniel Webster. Being
called upon, he rose in his place and remarked that, having
recently taken a conspicuous part in the funeral ceremonies of
another illustrious statesman (Henry Clay), he would not yield to
an expression of his emotions on the present occasion. But be-
fore he sat down, he would point attention to the manner of this
illustrious man’s death, and to those utterances which, from the
solemnity of the occasion, and because they were the last words
of Daniel Webster, would forever stand out among the most
prominent, and those most frequently turned to by posterity.
¢ As an humble professor of the Christian religion,” continued
Dr. Drake, I call the attention of the young men of this
country to Daniel Webster’s dying declarations of the ines-
timable value of the Christian religion—of man’s utter depend-
ance on Divine mercy. To the example of the mightiest
intellect of the age, let me point those who have thought
religion not meet for men of culture and genius. Who shall
say that the simple utterance of the departed statesman—* T'HY
ROD, THY ROD—THY STAFF, THY STAFF—THEY COMFORT
mE ! —does not constitute the greatest act of that life of great
actsf”

This expression of Christian faith calls for a brief reference
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to Dr. Drake’s religious character. Though it was not until he
had reached the age of fifty-five that he became connected with
any church, he was, during all the previous portion of his life
which my memory covers, accustomed to manifest his respect for
the Christian religion. Tn 1840 he united with the Episcopal com:-
munion in Louisville, and thereafter not only showed in his life
the power of the faith he had professed, but lost no fit oppor-
tunity of publicly upholding that religion before the world.
Among all the friends of Dr. Drake, no one perhaps, outside
of the family, knew him better than did Professor Samuel D-
Gross, who had been on terms of intimacy with him for twenty
years, during the most of which period they were colleagues in
medical schools. From his Discourse on the life, character, and
services of Dr. Drake, I present the following paragraphs, de-

scriptive of his person, manners, habits, and character :

“In regard to our friend, his personal appearance was striking and commanding.
No one could approach him, or be in his presence, without feeling that he was in con-
tact with 4@ man of superior intellect and acquirement. His features, remarlcably
regular, were indicative of manly beauty, and were lightened up and improved by blue
eyes of wonderful power and penetration,.  When excited by anger, or emotion of any
kind, they fairly twinkled in their sockets, and he looked as if he cauld pierce the very

soul of his opponent. His countenince was sometimes staid and solemn, but geners

of his friends, it was radiant and beaming.

ally, especially when he was in the presence
His forehead, though not expansive, was high, well-fashioned, and ' eminently denotive

of intellect: 'The mouth was of moderate size, the lips of medium thickness, and the

chin rounded off and well-proportioned. The nose was prominent, but not too large,
The frosts of sixty-seven winters had slightly silvered his temples, but had made no
other inroad upon his hair, He was nearly six feet high, rather slender, and well

formed.

*“ His power of endurance, both mental and physical, was extraordinary. He scemed
literally incapable of fatigue. His step was rapid and elastic, and he often took long
walks sufficient to tire men much younger, and, apparently, much stronger than him-
self. He was an early riser, and was not unfrequently seen walking before breakfast
with his hat under his arm, as if inviting the morning breeze to fan his temple and cool
his burning brain. "

“His manners were simple and dignified ; he was easy of access, and eminently
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social in his habits and feelings. His dress and style of living were plain and unosten-
tatious, During his residence in Cincinnati, previous to his connection with this

sity, his house was the abode of a warm but simple hospitality. For many years
no citizen of that place entertained so many strangers and persons of distinction.

* But his life was not only eventful, it was also eminently laborious. No medical
man ever worked harder, or more diligently and faithfi lly; his industry was untiring,
his perseverance unceasing. It was to this element of his character, blended with the
intensity we have described, thac he was indebted for thesuccess which so pre-eminently
distinguished him from his professional cotemporaries, He had genius, it is true, and

genius of a high ‘order, but without industry and perseverance it would have availed

him lictle in the accomplishment of the grear aims and objects of his life,  He seemed

to be early impressed with the truth of the remark of Seneca, ¢ Non est ad

a ferris wia." He felt that he did not belong to that fortunate clats of beir
peculiar privilege it is to perform great enterprizes. wichout labor; and to ac

ends without means. His habits of industry, formed in early boyhood, before, perhaps,
he ever dreamed of the destiny that was awaiting him, forsvok him only with his
existence, His life, in this respect, affords an example which addresses itself to'the
student of every profession and pursuit in life, which the young man should imitate, and
the old man not forget.

*Dr, Drake never had a vice. His enemies can not point to a single act of his life
in which there was the slightest approximation to any exhibition of the kind., His
moral character was cast in the finest and purest mold. He could not have Heen bad.
His conscientiousness and love of approbation were too large to admit of i. The

t and reverence which he' cherished for his parents were ppaged to every

of licentiousness and immorality. Their early training. produced an impression

:fface, but which ‘steadily

grew with his growth and strengthened with his strength. ‘His conduct, in all the periods

and phases of his life, was squared “by the strictest rules of honesty, and by the nicest

ird for the'f s and. rights of others. Although he was long poor, he always

paid his debts to the uttermost farthing, ¢ Pay what thou owest," was with him a golden
maxim.

¢ For public amusements he had not only no loye, but they were eminently repulsive to
his tastes and feelings. The impression made upon his tender mind at M ayslick, by this
species of life on parade and ¢ nys ong his father's neighbors, was inc
He never played a game of s in his life : gambling and gamblers he alike de
His whole career, in fact, from its commencement to its close, was an exhibition of

attachment to moral principl

His life was one of constant and untiring industry
and exertion, exhausting meditation, and the most resolute s nial,

fHe was the founder of no new sect in medicine. For such an enterprise he had
no ambition, even if he had been satisfied, as he never was, of its necessity. He found
the profession, when he entered it, at the dawn of the present century, steadily advin-

cing in its lu!'[:.' and 1it:__'11i1'tm| career, refreshed, and, in some ‘.|l_'|__:l,r:g'r renavated, !1_\-1

immediate predecessass, and his chief desire was. to engraft' himself upon it as an hon-

est, conscientious, and successful cultivator.  How well he performed the part which,
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in the order of Providence, he was destined to play, in this respect, the medical world
is fully apprised. No man was more sensible than he of the imperfections and uncer-
tainties of the healing art, and no one in this country, in the nineteenth century, has
labored more ardently and zealously for irs improvement. For the systems of the
schools, no physician and teacher ever entertained a more thorough and unmitigable
contem:pt. He was an eclectic'in the broadest and fullest sense of the term. His
gfﬂ,iui was of too Jnft:r and pervasive an order tobe trammeled by any ilU{]lUTit}', how-
ever great, respectable, or influentinl. Systems and system-mongers were alilce despised

by him, as they could not, in his judgment, be otherwise than dangerous in their prac-

tical bearings, and s ive of the best interests of science. It was nature and her

works that he to study and to contemplate ; not that he regarded with indif~
ference whatever was good and valuablein the productionsof others, but simply because
he F'-le'l-q::rt:.i to drink at the fountain instead of at cthe turbid stream. Like H]N!{l—
crates and Sydenham he was a true observer of nature, and, we may add, a correct
interpreter of her laws and phenomena; his ambition was to be her follower during
life, and at his death to leave a record, a true and faithful tranzeript, of the results of
his investigations for the benefit of his brethren.

¢ In his flil.‘!'ldn}l[F!E, usuaily formed with much caution, he was devored, firm, and
reliable, as many who survive him can restify. His attachments were strong and
enduring. Few men, as he himgelf declared to me only a few months before his death,
possessed so many ardent and faithful friends.  His social qualities were remarkable.
He loved his friends, enjoyed their society, and took great pleasure in joining them at
the domestic board 5 where, forgetting the author and the teacher, he laid aside his
“sterner nature,’ and appeared in his true character, plain and simple as a'child, cheer-

ful, amiable, and entertaining,”

Throughout his professional life Dr. Drake usually occu-
pied an advanced position. As we have seen, he was the first to
write extendedly of Cincinnati and the Miami country ; he origi-
nated and established the Medical College of Ohio; his efforts
brought the Commercial Hospital of Cincinnati into existence,
and procured for it an endowment ; he suggested and urged rail-
road communication between Cincinnati and South Carolina,
while yet railroads in the West were hardly known ; he projected,
and finally published, the first systematic Treatise on the Discases
of the Interior Falley of North America; he took an active
part in the establishment of the Western Museum and the
Cincinnati Cu]lcgc ; and in other matters of minor importance,

designed for the public good, he was either the originator or

—— ey
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among the foremost promoters. In fact, he was by nature a
pioneer and projector. In whatever he engaged he was ardent
and persistent, with a constitutional impatience of opposition
when he believed himself right, which made him often peremp-
tory, sometimes arbitrary, more especially in the earlier portion
of his life. It was not strange, therefore, that he encountered
opposition, hostility, misrepresentation, and calumny. Of all
these he had his full share ; but he survived it all, as well as all
the resentments it aroused in his breast, and went to his grave at
peace with all men,and revered and mourned by the community
in which more than a half a century of his life had been spent,
and by the whole medical profession of the West, if not of the
entire country.

The reader of this imperfect biographical sketch, and of the
letters composing this volume, will have received from their
perusal distinct impressions of the character of Dr. Drake ; and
therefore, I need not attempt—what, under any circumstances, I
should greatly hesitate to attempt—an extended delineation and
critical analysis of it. That it wasa character of marked and
striking individuality and force, will not be questioned. That it
had faults, may not be denied ; but ‘they were those of temper
and temperament, not of moral structure or sentiment : and Lhc)'
were never of such magnitude or gravity as to forbid our closing
our eyes to them in the brighter presence of his undisputed vir-
tues. To sum up his character in a sentence, it appears to me,
after as impartial and thoughtful a survey as I am capable of,
that it presented a combination of strong, acute, searching, dis-
criminating intellect, sanguine and poetic temperament, keen
and candid observation, tireless energy, steady and persevering

industry, ardent thirst for knowledge, deep and controlling con-
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victions, indemitable will, high moral courage, honest and stead-
fast devotion to truth, tender and sympathetic affections, broad
philanthropy, and warm love for the good and the beautiful ;
each distinctly marked, and all, in his latter years, regulated,
chastened, and sanctified by the power of a sincere and humble
Christian faith.

Such a man does not live in vain.

i
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To Mrs. Harriet E. Campbell.

Ancestors oF Docror Drake—His BirTE—EMIGRATION OF THE
FamiLy From New Jersey 1o Kentucky—History oF THE Faminy

pURING DDanieL’s FIRsT THREE YEARS.

Louisville, December 15, 1847—10 P. M.

TV\TO hours more, my dear Harriet, will complete

forty-seven years since I left the log cabin of
my father and the arms of my mother, to engage in
the study of medicine in the village of Cincinnati,
often, at that time, called Fort Washington. Two
years ago, on the anniversary of my departure, I took
it into my head to give your sister an off-hand sketch
of that, to the family and myself, memorable event,
and of my journey, and introduction into the family of

Dr. Goforth. Such, at least, is my recollection of the
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scope of my letter, which I suppose you saw, for I
intended it, as I do the one which 1 have now begun,
to be a sort of family record.®

| was prompted to write that letter, and am incited
to undertake this, by the feeling that if I had (now that
my honored parents are gone, as I hope and trust, to
the abode of the redeemed) a written record of their
early lives, it would be to me a most precious document.
I may anticipate, then, that when you and the rest of
my dear and devoted children have reached my age, and
[ have been long gone to join my parents, as [ humbly
hope to do, you will feel the kind of interest concerning
me, in every stage of my life, that I feel in reference to
them. You will also feel it in reference to your dear
departed mother. Concerning her childhood, which
was neither joyous nor auspicious, I can not tell you
much, as she never, in regard to it, was very communi-
cative ; and whatever 1 may do hereafter, it i1s not my
design at present to make any further reference to her.
Believing, as I said, that sooner or later you and the
rest will feel in relation to me as I now feel in relation

to my parents, | have determined to do for you what
they, from want’ of learning, could not do for their
children—write down some reminiscences. I fear, how-

ever, they will, through the period to which this letter

to is that of December zo, 1845, and is placed

next to the last in this volume.

8 [
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relates, be found both meager and imperfect; for which,
of course, there is no remedy, for nearly every person
who might aid me has been gathered to our fathers.

Before speaking of myself, I must say something of
my ancestry. Now, one of Noah Webster’s definitions
of that word is, honorable descent, or the line of high
birth. Were my progenitors, then, persons of fortune,
learning, or fame? They were not; so far from it, they
were in very moderate circumstances, illiterate, and
unknown to fame. Still, I stick to the word, for as
far as I have been able to learn, E'hi.‘}' were industrious,
temperate, honest, and pious; and to have sprung from
such ancestors is Aigh descent, in the sight of Heaven,
if not in the estimate of men. To sustain such a
family character is no easy task. However I may fail,
I have a well founded expectation that my children will
not, and that the line of honorable descent will be raised
by them, if I should permit it to slacken.

My father, Isaac, was the youngest son of Nathaniel
Drake and Dorothy Retan. My mother, Elizabeth,

always called Betsey, was the daughter of B

enjamin and
Elizabeth Shotwell. They were born within three or
four miles of each other, and both belonged, as the
ancestors of the whole had done, to the country, and
were laborers on the farm. The mothers of both my
parents died, and both my grandfathers were married

her and mother married. In refer-

again before my fa

ence to the children both marriages were unhappy ; and
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the narratives which, in childhood, I used to hear from
father and mother concerning the conduct of their step-
mothers, made an indelible impression upon my mind.
My father had two brothers, Abraham and Cornelius,
hoth older than himself, who married before him, while
their mother was still alive, and reccived from their
father their portion of his estate. My father never
received any, which he always ascribed to the influence
of his stepmother. My maternal grandfather lost nearly
every thing he had by purchasing and supplying the
army of the Revolution with cattle, for which he was
paid in ““ Continental money,” which depreciated until

its value altogether vanished. Both my grandfathers
lived in the very midst of the battle scenes of that Revo-

lution, and after a battle fought in the orchard of grand-

father Shotwell

, during which the family (and himself in

bad health) retreated to the cellar, the British entered

the house, and destroyed nearly all the furniture. He
himself, being of the society of Friends, was, of course,
a non-combatant ; but grandfather Drake was not; and
two of his sons, including my father, if not all three,
were frequently engaged in the partisan warfare of that
!‘L'-___"il'm.

After the marriage of my parents, about the year
1783, they went to housekeeping near my orandfather
Drake's, on his land, where the town of Plainfield now
is. He owned a small grist mill on a branch of the

Raritan river called Bound-brook, and my father’s

apanly
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occupation was to ““tend™ it. The first born of the
family was a daughter, who was named Phebe, and died
in infancy. The next in order was myself, which in
some countries would have made me a miller.

My birthday, as you know, was the 20th of October,
1785. 1 was named for one of my mother’s brothers,
and at the place of my birth spent the first two and a
half years of my life. Of my character and conduct
during that period tradition hath spoken rather spar-
ingly; and whether in conduct and character Jo, Parkie,
Charlie, Frank, or Austin, is most closely modeled
after me, will probably never be known with much cer-
tainty.* But three things have been handed down with
undeniable verity. They, however, were so original as
to show that, sooner or later, I should be a man of

some distinction in the world. You have, no doubt,

heard them from me, but I wish to make them a matter
of record. 1st. I was precocious, and that, too, in the

feet, rather than the head; for when I was in my eighth

month [ could waddle across the cabin floor, when held

up and led on by one hand. 2d. When older and

locomotive enough to totter over the door-sill and get

out on the grass, as I was sitting there one day, a mad

dog came along ; and what do you think I did? Strangle

him, as Hercules did the two big snakes which crawled

at! 1

so rashly into his cradle? No; more than t

# These names refer to his grandsons, then all children.
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looked at the mad animal, and he thought it prudent to
pass me by, and attack a small herd of cattle, several of
which died from his bite! 3d. As soon as I could run
about I made for the mill: but whether from the instinet
of the anserine tribe, or a leaning toward the trade of a
miller, doth not appear; but whatever impulse promptec
my visits, they were not without danger, and gave my
mother, who had no servant, a great deal of trouble.

[ find it is five minutes after 12 o'clock—so I must

bid vou adieu.

December 16th—q o' clock P. M.
I resume my narrative, hoping that a night’s sleep

has prepared you for a return to it. How precious is

slccp under the pressure of a long story, of which the

teller is the hero!
My father and his brothers were not contented with

their position, and thought of emigrating. At that

time your native state was the habitation of Indians
only, and Kentucky was but nine years older than my-
self. He had a first cousin, Mrs. Charity Johnson (I
knew her well many years afterward, and her truly
Christian name as truly expressed her character), whose
husband, several years before, had L,:['I‘ai!:;']'ilf:"l.] to the
south branch of the Potomac river, in Virginia, To
that region the brothers at first thought of moving;

o

but when two of them, including my father, made a
visit there, they hesitated. While in this state of mind

the Rev: William Wood, who a few years before had

il

s
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emigrated from some part of the Atlantic states to
Washington, in Mason county, Kentucky, came back,
and paid a visit to the Rev. William Van Horne, pastor
of the Baptist church at Scotch Plains, three miles from
where my father lived. His father and the neighbors

were generally ]Eztp'-;'tst::. Mr. Wood visited among

T
o

them, and gave such glowing accounts of Kentucky,

that old ‘v"irginia was soon forgotten. The Rev. Mr.

o
Gano, of New York, another Baptist minister, or some
of his sons, had visited Kentucky, and his breath of
praise still further fanned the flame; till at length the
- .on ties of affection for home and friends were melted,
and a departure was determined upon. The decision
extended to five families: the three brothers, Mr.
David Morris, older than either of them, who was
married to my mother’s cousin, and Mr. John Shot-
well, rather younger, who was the brother of Mrs.
Morris. Of the whole, my father was the youngest,
the poorest, and the most limited in learning. Both
he and my mother, however, could read and write,

thouch neither of them knew any thing of grammar,

s | e

=

reography, or arithmetic. Their reading could not
\ave been extensive, for when I could first remember,
the Bible, E{Ippmf.u Collection of Hymns, the Almanac,
Dilworth’s Spelling-book, and a romance of the ages of
chivalry, entitled the Famous History of Montel-
lion,” made their whole library. The last I should

greatly like to see again,
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The time fixed on for their departure was the latter
part of the spring of 1788. Their first point was Red
Stone ‘Old Fort, where Brownsville, Pennsylvania, now
stands. Their mode of traveling was in two-horse
wagons. The family of my father consisted, after him-
self and my mother, of myself, about two years and
seven months old, my sister Elizabeth, afterward Mrs,
Glenn, then an infant at the breast, and my mother’s
unmarried sister, Lydia, who chose to accompany her
into the wilderness, rather than submit to the caprices
of a stepmother for a longer time.

Behold, then, the departure! ‘These five persons,
three of whom were adults, with all their earthly goods
crowded into one Jersey wagon, to be hauled by two
horses over the yet steep and rugged Alleghany mount-
ains, and throughout an overland journey of nearly four
hundred miles. Their travel was by Corryell's ferry,
on the Delaware, and Harris's ferry, now Harrisburg,

which you have visited, on the Susquehanna. There

were but few taverns on the way, and if there had been
many, we should not have been much the better for
them, as father’s means were too limited to admit of a
participation in their comforts. He could only pur-
chase necessary food, which was cooked when we stopped

at night and before we started in the mornin As the

g.
weather was mild, our lodgings were often in the wagon.
In this important and difficult enterprise I no doubt

played, to others, a troublesome part; but I can say

i
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nothing from memory ; and the only incident to which
tradition testifies is, that while on the Alleghanies, when
descending the steep and rocky side of a mountain, I
clambered over the front-board of the wagon, and hung
on the outside by my hands, when I was discovered and
taken in, before I had fallen, to be crushed, perhaps, by
the wheels. Thus, you see, my disposition to leave a
carriage in suspicious-looking places, and take to my
heels, was an original instinct, and not, as now, the
result of experience. 1 know not the length of time
we were in reaching Red Stone 0Old Fort, nor how long
a preparation for the voyage to ‘‘the Point,” or
<« T imestone,” now Maysville, detained us; but when

[ was at Mayslick, nearly three years since, Mr. Jasper

Morris told me that his father had kept a diary of the
journey, which was in his possession, and which I long
very much to see. How many families were crowded
into one boat, I do not know. The first and last land-
ing before reaching Iimestone was at Fort Pitt, now
Pittsburg. The danger of being attacked by the Indians
was too great to justify a landing between that point and
Limestone. The flotilla, I presume, consisted of several
boats, for the Rev. Mr. Gano, with a numerous family,
including the present Mrs. Gen. Gano and her brother
Dr. William Goforth, afterward my preceptor, belonged
to the river community. One of Mr. Gano’s boats got
stove, but no lives were lost. That which my parents

were in met with no accident; and on the 1oth of June,
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1788, just sixty-four days after the first settlement of
Ohio at Marietta, we landed at Limestone, which then
consisted of a few cabins only, though Washington,
four miles off, was something of a village—of log cabins.

Before landing, father sprained his ankle, and was

unable to walk. He had to be carried out of the boat,
and then could put but one foot on the land of promise.
Who carried him I know not, but he was not very
heavy; for he had in his pockets but one dollar, and
that was asked for a bushel of corn! The gloom of
this destitution was not as deep to my vision, I pre-
sume, as to that of my parents and aunt; but I have
no remembrance of their trials. They did not remain
long at the ““Point,” for there were no accommodations,
and the danger of Indians from the opposite side of the
river was great. Washi ngton was their first resting place.
Old Mr. Ganoand mostofhis family proceeded to George-
town, but his son John S. and Dr. Goforth, the brother
of Mrs. Gano, remained in Washington: the former,
till the 16th of November, when he departed for Colum-
bia, five miles above Cincinnati, of which, on the 1 8th,
he was one of the first settlers ; the latter, till the year
1799.
T

pen or shed, built for sheep, adjoining the cabin of its

1e first residence of our family was in a covered

owner, How long we continued in it [ am unable to
say.  While occupying it, my mother one dav made a

call at a neighboring cabin, whete a woman was churn-

— iy

ol
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ing. Tired out with a diet of bread and meat, mother
fixed her heart on a drink of buttermilk, but said noth-
ing. When the butter was ladled out and the churn
set aside, with the delicious beverage, for which she was
too proud to ask (and which the other perhaps did not

think of giving), she hastily left the house, and took a
good crying spell. Thus you see whence came my pro-
pensity, and Dove’s and Charlie’s, for crying. We all,
in fact, resemble my mother in temperament, of which
this is one of the proofs; while another is our hereditary
pmpcmiry to go to sleep in church! Your brother
Charles and 3'<}Lt1'e:<t!'r' have the temperament of your
mother and my father.

As father’s ankle got better, he began. to think of
doing something; for provision had to be made for a
whole year, as it was now too late to plant any thing,
even had there been cleared land to be planted. At
that time there was a great immigration into the interior
counties of Kentucky, chiefly from the State of Virginia.
Lexington, settled about the year 1776, had in fact be-
come already a considerable town—a kind of mart and
emporium for all the infant settlements of the State,
except those of the Falls, where I am now writing.
Consequently a considerable amount of merchandise
had to be hauled to that town from [.imestone, the
oreat landing place of the State. This state of things
offered employment for father, and he and Richard

Ayres, the father of the late Judge Ayres, of Cincinnati,
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determined to go to Lexington with wagon loads of
goods. The enterprise was perilous, for the Indians
from the north side of the river were in the habit of
attacking travelers and wagoners on that road, especially
north of Paris. The first night they lodged on the
high hill beyond Johnson's fork of Licking, about
fourteen miles from Washington ; and soon after dark,
were alarmed by the yells of Indians! Unable or un-
prepared for any effective resistance, they escaped with
their blankets into the bushes, and crouched on the
ground, leaving their wagons to be pillaged and their
horses to be stolen., While lying in this unenviable
1

condition, with no better prospect than the possible

: L L
preservation of their lives, the yellers came so near as

3 ‘ L 1 ' |
to convince them that the sounds were not human; and

although neither had ever seen or heard a wolf, they

decided (no doubt correctly) that a pack was near them

)
and returned to thein fire as the safest place. When
they reached Bryant’s station, five miles from Lexing-
ton, they greatly needed bread, as their diet was almost
entirely game, eaten sometimes without salt, and they

applied to old Mr. Rogers (the father of my qitondam

friend, the doctor, now living within three squares from

where 1 sit), and father purchased a piece of ““johnny-
cake,” as large as his two hands, for which he paid one
and sixpence, or twenty-five cents. Delivering their

=4

goods and receiving pay, a new era commenced. They

had means,; and were where they could purchase. And

gl
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returning they brought back, to ‘the great joy of their
families, meal, butter, cheese, tea, sugar, and other

les of sustenance—regarded as luxuries of the most

g
artic
delicate kind. Thus father, who began his career as a
farmer, was afterward a miller, and now a wagoner, or
common carrier on the highway. It does not appear,
however, that he repeated the trip; for as the fall came
on, the crops around Washington ripened ; and he was
called, moreover, to another occupation.

&

From the day of the landing of the little colony,
composed of the three Drakes and Shotwell and Morris,
the older and more intelligent men had been casting
about for a tract of land, which they might purchase,
and divide among themselves. At length they fixed
upon a ¢ gettlement and 1'&]'1;'*';!1‘[?11125-.111,” eight miles from
Washington, on the Lexington road. Hard-by the
latter there was a salt spring, and the deer and buffalo
were in the habit, as at other salt springs, of ““licking”
the surrounding earth. This tract of fourteen hundred
acres they puz'ch:h‘.ud from a man by the name of May,
and decided on calling their new home Mayslick—a
decision sufficiently indicative of uncultivated taste. (I
must stop and mend my pen, during which you will
have time to breathe, or wake up, as when an orator
stops.) The purchase being made, the next thing was
to divide the tract, and give to each of the five a portion
equal to his means of payment. That of my father was

thirty-eight acres, which I believe he afterward contrived
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to augment to fifty. ‘How he paid even for this small

participation, I am unable to state; most likely, by

5;—]|i:1_,3 11is wagon and one of his horses. Ua.‘ﬁii‘i'-m__{ to
live so near each other that no house, in the event of
being attacked by the Indians, would be unsupported by
some other, they decided that every subdivision should
have an angle or corner in the salt lick. A brook
crossed the road near to it, running from west to east,
and the three brothers built on the north side of the
little stream. This building now gave occupation to all
who could wield an axe; for the colony was to winter
i

here, and the autumn was upon them. As the distance

was too great from Washington to }‘n._'l'mii' their return-

ing there in the evening to lodge, their practice was,

after supping, to retire into the woods, and lodpe

g - [,

luxuriance beneath the parti-colored canopy of autumnal
leaves. In this way they expected to elude the
Indians,

No attack was made upon them either by night or day,
and before winter set in their rude cabins, each with its
port holes and a strong bar across the door, were com-
pleted. The roofs were of clap-boards, and the floors

of pi.elﬁ'lhu:]ﬁ, for .H.L'\R'-lr];' was out of the t[:ln;::['il.m.
Another and, to nearly the whole colony, the last
removal now took place. Kentucky was no longer a
promise, but a possession—not an imagination, but a

reality ; they had ceased to be Jerseymen, and become
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Virginians ; for at that time the daughter was still a
member of her mother’s house,

Now, fancy to yourself a log cabin of the size and
form of Dove’s dining-room, one story high, without a
window, with a door opening to the south, with a half-
finished wooden chimney, with a roof on one side only,
without any upper or lower floor; and fancy, still
further, a man and two women stepping from sleeper to
sleeper (poles laid down to support the floor, when he
should find time to split the puncheons), with two chil-
dren—a brother and sister—sitting on the ground be-
tween them, as joyous as you ever saw Frank and Nell,

or as Dove has ever seen Charlie and Anna, or as Mar-
3

o)

aret will ever see Austin and Sue. and vou will have
3

]

[

the picture which constitutes zzy first memory. The
mordant which gave permanence to the tints of this
domestic scene was a sharp rebuke from my father, for
making a sort of whooping, guttural noise (which 1s
still ringing in my ears), for the amusement of my

o

sister Lizzy, then I believe about a year old, while I
was a little rising three. Thus, my first memory
includes an act of discipline by my father; and well
would it have been for many who have grown up
unimpelled and uncontrolled by parental admonition, if
they had been subjected in due time to a parental sway as
firm and gentle as that which rll't_‘:{iL]l.'Li over my childhood.

My dear Echo, when I began this letter, [ supposed

that before I reached its fifteenth page 1 should reach
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the events of my fifteenth year, when I left the roof of
my devoted parents to begin the study of medicine;
but, behold, I have only gotten through a fifth part of
that period. I have merely finished my traditional nar-
rative; have but reached the era of reminiscence—a good

evidence, I think, that in mental feelings and tastes I

am a little way in the epoch of garrulous old age! At
the rate I have advanced, the recollections of the next
twelve years would make a little volume; notwithstand-
ing, I am far from having a tenacious historical memory.

-—

To write them down would be to me a piu:‘.mz'{: per se;

and the thought that they might afford any gratification
to you and James, and Charles and Margaret, and Dove
and Aleck, and Belle, and the dear grandchildren, would
give to the undertaking much additional interest. At
some future time I may, perhaps, address such a narra-
tive to some one of you. At present duty commands

me to stop, and turn my thoughts upon topics which,

throughout the period to which I refer, were so little

anticipated by me, that I did not even know there were

i

such subjects for the human mind to oceupy itself upon.

y

Should T not read and correct my running, rapid
running epistle, you will not, I hope, think it strange.
[t would be no enviable task, to travel a second time
over sixteen dull and inaccu rately written pages.

Your II_N."HH:: PA.

Aty
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EETTERCIL

To Charles D. Dralke.

History oF FAMILY CONTINUED, FRoM Daniel’s THIRD YEAR UNTIL
qis NinTi—REmovar From FirsT CABIN, BY THE R OADSIDE, TO

ANOTHER 1N THE Woobs.

Louisv December 17, 1847—3 P. M.
My DEear Son:
’]“]H'—ZR]’. are events in our lives of such moment,
that when the anniversary of their occurrence
returns, the memory of them seems to bring with it the
memory of many others, no way connected with them
but in the continued consciousness of the individual.
The same is true of nations, or the national mind.
When the anniversary of the battle of Saratoga or

Irenton comes round, if we notice it at all, our range
of thought on the war of the Revolution is quite limited;
but on the 4th of July we are incited to a review of the
causes, events, and consequences of that war. The lives
of different persons, however, are very unlike each other
as to the range of comparative importance in what they
do, or what happens to them. Thus, some die, at three
score years and ten, on the spots where they were born;

]
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having, throughout the whole period, been subjected to
nearly the same influences and engaged in the same
pursuits. This is the case with the apprentice who
becomes a mechanic, and succeeds his master, conduct-
ing the business in the place and mode of his predeces-
sor, till he himself is superseded by a successor; and
also with the son of a farmer, who inherits the home-
stead, and cultivates it as his father before him had
done. There are others, however, whose paths of life are
eccentric, and they pass out of the orbits of their ances-
tors, are subjected to new influences, both attractive and
repulsive, and finally lose all visible connection with the
states of society in which they were respectively born and
reared. In the lives of such, there must of necessity be
decisions, actions, and events of great relative importance.
In my own life, my departure from the house of my father
for the study of medicine was the governing event;
and when the anniversary of that act comes round, it
calls up a multitude of reminiscences, by no means
limited to the act itself, but ranging far up and down
the chronography of my life. It was the 16th day of
December when I started; this day, the r7th, I entered
the State of Ohio: to-morrow will be the anniversary
of my arrival in.Cincinnati; and two days after (the
s2oth) that on which T began my studies, forty-seven
years ago, and also the day of my marriage, seven years
afterward. Thus, you see, I am in the midst of my

greatest anniversary epoch, and, of course, in the state

NT
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of thought and feeling into which I find it precipitates

g
me deeper ‘and deeper with each rolling year. Under
this influence I was prompted in 1845 or 1846 to give
your sister Dove an off-hand sketch of some of the cir-
cumstances connected with my departure from home;
and when the annual exacerbation returned, two - days
ago, I was prompted to address to your sister Echo a
letter (which you will have seen beforé you receive this),
containing a traditional narrative of the events in father’s
family through the first three years of my life. At
the close of that letter, I declared that I should and
would dismiss from my mind the matters, a part of
which were embodied in its fifteen pages; but when I
ordered them out, they would not go. Even while
before my class, engaged in delivering an extemporane=
ous lecture on pleurisy, they still hovered round; and
as soon as I left the university, began to gambol before
me as friskily as a troop of fairies in the nectary of a
blue violet. I then saw that I had no resource but to
drown them in ink, and lay them out on paper to dry,
like butterflies in the cabinet of the entomologist. This
I have now undertaken to do; but as drowned fairies
are not so fair as the living, nor dead butterflies so
beautiful as those which are swarming in the beams of
the summer sun, so, I am quite sure, you will find my
delineations very far inferior to the images which
memory has recalled into existence. And still there

are relations in life—those of parents and children,
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of husband and wife, of brother and sister, of friend
and friend—which give importance, and even sanctity,
to the smallest events and humblest actions; and hence
I feel that you, and the others for whom these sheets
are intended, may find an interest in them sufhcient to
justify the expenditure of time which their presentation
may require at my hand.

The first event I can remember I have described in
my letter to Harriet Echo. It occurred in the autumn
or beginning of the winter of 1788, when I had entered
on my fourth year. For the next six years my father
continued to reside at the same place, in the same
original log cabin, which in due course of time acquired
a roof, a puncheon floor below and a clap-board roof
above, a small square window without glass, and a
chimney, carried up with “cats and clay” to the height
of the ridge-pole. These ““cats and clay” were pieces
of small poles, well imbedded in mortar. The rifle,
indispensable both for hunting and defense, lay on two
pegs driven into one of the logs; the axe and scythe—
no Jerseyman emigrated without those implements—were
kej
case the Indians should make an attack., In the morn-

t at night under the bed as weapons of defense, in

ing the first duty was to ascend, by a ladder which always
stood leaning behind the door, to the loft, and look out
through the cracks for Indians, lest they might have
planted themselves near the door, to rush in when the
strong cross-bar should be removed, and the heavy latch

r
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raised from its resting place. But no attack was ever
made on his or any other of the five cabins which com-
posed the station.

The first and greatest labor after father had thus
domiciliated his little family, was to clear sufficient land
for a crop the following year, which was, of course, to

2]

consist of corn and a few garden vegetables. In this
labor I was too young to participate, and he was too
poor to hire; consequen tly his own hands had to per-
form the whole. At that time, and afterward for more
than twenty years, he was dyspeptic, and by no means
well fitted for the heavy task which lay before him, and
it was two or three years before his fields grew to.any
great extent. The soil, however, was highly productive,
and the autumn of 1789 would have brought forth a
sufficient abundance, but that on the night of the last
day of August there came so severe a frost as to kill
the unripe corn, and almost break the hearts of those
who had watched its growth from day to day in joyous
anticipation.

From the time of their arrival in Kentucky, fourteen
months before, they had suffered from want of bread,
and now they found themselves doomed to the same
deficiency for another year. There was no fear of
famine, but they cloyed on animal food, and sometimes
almost loathed it, though of an excellent quality. Deer
were numerous, and wild turkeys numberless, The latter

were often so fat that in falling from the tree when shot
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[il their skins would burst. There was no longing for the
J'il “H:;r;]'l—purs" of native land, but their hearts }‘c:irncrl
15. for its neat and abounding wheat-bread trays. In this 3
{ craving it seems I played no unimportant part, though
jg I do not remember it, for my parents often told me
- afterward that I would cry and beg for bread, when we
'_ were seated round the table, till they would have to
4 leave it, and cry themselves.
J During the first three or four years of our residence
3 at Mayslick, when I was from three to six or seven
| years of age, a few incidents occurred, the memory of
¥ which has not, like most which transpired, vanished
f \ from my mind. But I can not arrange them chrono-
‘ logically, nor are they worth relating, except to children,
. [ well recollect that in the spring of 1790, when I
was four and a half years old, mother was sick, and
. that on a certain day I wandered with my little sister
Lizzy, to whom I was always tenderly attached, across
! the road into the woods, and found a tuft of yellow
! flowers, which made so strong an impression on me,
] that nearly thirty years afterward, while studying our
native botany, 1 recognized the same flower, and it
brought up a throng of early reminiscences. From this
. I infer that I had, originally, a taste for that science, ﬁ
the study of which I have been compelled to abandon
so entirely that I have nearly forgotten all I ever knew.
About the same period, the Indians one night attacked
a body of travelers, encamped a mile from our village
v
iy
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on the road to Washington. They were sitting quietly
round their camp-fire, when the Indians shot among
them and killed a man, whose remains I remember to
have seen brought, the next day, into the village on a
rude litter. The heroic presence of mind of a woman
saved the party. She broke open a chest in one of the
wagons with an axe, got at the ammunition, gave it to
the men, and called upon them to fight. This, with
the extinction of their camp-fires, ‘led the Indians to
retreat, T'hat night made an unfading impression on
my mind. We went, with uncle Abraham Drake's
family, I think, to uncle Cornelius’s for concentration
and greater safety. Several of the men of the village
went to the relief of the travelers, and one of them, a
young married man, ran into the village and left his
wife behind him! The alarm of my mother and aunts,
communicated, of course, to all the children, was deep,
and the remembrance of the scene was long kept vividly
alive by talking it over and over.*

Up to the victory of Wayne in 1794, the danger
from Indians still continued ; that is, through a period
of six years from the time of our arrival. 1 well
remember that Indian wars, midnight butcheries, cap-
tivities, and horse-stealings, were the daily topics of
conversation. Volunteering to pursue marauding parties

occasionally tock place, and sometimes men were drafted.

EE Ll - s
DEE APpendix A.
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“his happened once to father. Whether it was for
Harmar’s campaign in 1790, or St. Clair's in 1797, [
can not say; but he hired an unmarried man as a
substitute, and did not go. At that time, as at present,
there were many young men who delighted in war much
more than work, and therefore preferred the tomahawk

to the axe. I remember that when the substitute

returned he had many wonderful tales to tell, but am
unable to rehearse a single one.

Not long after the settlement of Mayslick, a man
by the name of Bunnel, having several grown sons,
fixed himself about a quarter of a mile out of the village,
on the road to Washington. I remember that early one
motrning, as some men who had been out on a scouting
party returned, they fired their guns, and in a few
minutes I saw one of the sons coming into the village,

his horse under the whip, to ascertain the cause. Soon

afterward the old man removed to the neighborhood of

Lexington, and did not return till the wars were over.
[n or near the year 1791, my aunt Lydia Shotwell
was married. A number of father’s acquaintances in
and around Washington were invited. They came
armed, and while assembled in the house, report was
ln'{}u-__rhl that the Indians, about five miles up the road
towards Lexington, had attacked a wagon. All the armed
men mounted their horses, and galloped off in a style
so picturesque that I shall never forget it. The alarm

proved to be false. At that period, the Shawnees resid-

il
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ing on the Scioto, and the Wyandots on the Sandusky,
were our great enemies. The children were told at
night, “lie still and go to sleep, or the Shawnees will
catch you.” When I was at the mouth of the Kansas
river, in 1844, among the same tribes, removed to that
region and considerably civilized, the mothers, I was
told, threatened their children at night with the wild
Indians who lived beyond them. Through the period
of which I have been speaking, and for several years
afterward, as I well recollect, nearly all my troubled or
vivid dreams included either Indians or snakes—the
copper-colored man, and the copper-headed snake, then
extremely common. Happily I never suffered from
either, except in dread. My escape from the latter I
ascribe to cowardice, or to express it more courteously,
to a constitutional cautiousness, beyond the existence
of which my memory runneth not.

This original principle of my nature, which through-
out life has given me some trouble and saved me from
some, was, pu!'!mp:\" augmented h}-‘ two causes: 1Ist.

For a good while 1 had no male companions. The
sons of my uncles were too old to play with me, and I
did not associate much with those near my own age in
the families of Morris and Shotwell, as my parents did
not wish it, and they lived further off than my uncles.
My cousin Osee Drake, uncle Abraham's oldest daugh-
ter, afterward Mrs. Robert Taylor, and cousin Polly

Drake, uncle Cornelius’s daughter, now Mrs. Chinn,
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both a little older than I, were for four or five years my
chief companions. We agreed well, for they were good
children; and while they contributed to soften my
manners, and quicken my taste for female companion-
S]'liEI,, lhu}' no doubt increased my natural i‘imidi[:}'. ad.
My mother was, by nature and religious education, a
non-combatant, and throughout the whole period of her
tutelage, that is, till I went from home to study medi-

cine, sought to impress on me not to fight, Father

had, constitutionally, a great amount of caution, but
was personally brave, and, as I can now recollect, did
not concur in the counsels of my mother.

At the early period of which I am writing, my health

b

was generally good. The first illness I remember (and
the only one in those days), was, indeed, both severe
and protracted. It arose from a fall, on the ice I think,
and produced an inflammation with fever on the lower
part of the spine. It terminated in an abscess, and an

ulcer that continued for a long time. I was attended

by Dr. Goforth, and distinctly remember how anxious
[ used to feel for his visits, and, at the same time, how
much | dreaded his probe. ' On the voyage down the
river, he and my father had become, as the saying is,
sworn friends. Father thought him on many points a
very weak man, and knew that he was intemperate, but
believed him a great physician. Already, when five
years old, I had been promised to him as a student;

and among the remembrances of that period is my
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being called Dr. Drake! No wonder, then, as nearly
sixty years have rolled away, that I sometimes have a
difficulty in passing myself off for the old and primary
Dr. Drake!

Soon after the settlement at Mayslick, all the people
being either pmfussurs of religion 1n, or adherents to,
the Baptist church, a log meeting-house was built about
a quarter of a mile up the road, to the south, and
Parson Wood, of Washington, frequently came out to
preach. He was often at my father's, and used to take
me between his knees, and talk to me on religious sub-
jects. At length he brought with him a catechism, and
when I was about six years old, and could read a little,
I was put to its study. It opened with the doctrine
of the Trinity, which so perplexed me, that I retain a
ainst all catechisms to this hour. This

prejudice a

23
Parson Wood was the father of Mrs. Dr. Goforth, and
I afterward lived four years and a half in her family,
She is now alive in Cincinnati. Originally, she must have
had many charms, for Dr. G., on the very night of his

arrival in Washington, in supping at her father’s table,

fell in love with her, and was not long in making 1t
known. But I must turn back.

In my letter to Echo I mentioned Mr. Johnson, of
Virginia. Soon after father settled in Mayslick, that
is, within a couple of years, a son-in-law of his, Mr.
Lawson, came to the same place, and settled on the

corner of father's estate! The terms were [such as then
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prevailed) to build a cabin and clear as much ground as
he pleased, and cultivate it for five years from the time
of building, rent free. This Mr. Lawson had a son

Tom, about my own age, and we were often together;

a companionship which at length involved me in a

serious difficulty. I do not recollect my age, but it
was six or seven. When his father and mother were
from home, he and I went into the * truck-patch,” and
pulled off all the young cucumbers. The next day
Tom’s father made complaint to mine of the trespass,
and I was brought under *““dealings.” I remember that
father called it stealing—said it was very wicked—and

that there was danger of my being taken off to Wash-
ington and put into the jail, a strong, dark house, where
I would be all alone. The salutary impression was So

strong and durable, that I never committed another act

g
of the kind till after I commenced the study of medi-
cine, when (I think it was in the summer of 1801) I
was tempted, early one morning (the doctor living where
Mrs. Lytle now lives,* and having his stable on the spot
now occupied by Mr. Haines), on going there to feed
and curry his horse, to clamber over the fence, and
get five or six peaches, which grew where Mr. Jacob
Strader now resides. How my young friend Tom

® ‘The locality referred to is the block between Third and Fourth
and Lawrence and IJI".'[JI_' streets, on which the old mansion of General
William Lytle, renovated and modernized, still stands, occupiced by one

of his granddaughters.

_ s
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I.awson fared with his father, I did not hear, or do not
recollect.

I remember another calamitous event of those days.
When about six years old, I was sent to borrow a little
salt of one of the neighbors. Salt at that time was
worth about three dollars a bushel, or twelve times as
much as at present. It was a small quantity, tied up
in paper, and when I had gotten about half way home,
the paper tore, and most of the precious grains rolled
out on the ground. As I write, the anguish I felt at
the sight seems almost to be revived. [ had not then
learned that the spilling of salt is portentous, but felt
that it was a great present affliction, and apprehended
that I should be blamed and scolded. Mother had,
moreover, taught me to consider the waste of bread, or
any thing that was scarce and could be used for food,
as sinful. In this instance she thought, I believe, that
the paper had not been properly tied. When I recur
to this and other incidents, which I can not definitely
relate, I discover that it was an original trait of character
with me, to aim at a faithful execution of whatever was
confided to me, and to: feel unhappy if, through neglect
or misfortune, I made a failure. To this hour I am
more solicitous about that which is intrusted to me,
than that which is entirely my own; and hence I have

given a great deal of time to public affairs, on a small

scale to be sure, but often at the expense of my private
L

interests. ““But never mind
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1| Another affliction becomes a matter of indistinct

o
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recollection, but I had no hand in producing it. Near

the same period, my father had hired a horse of a man &

by the name of Haines. The animal died, and his

owner sued father, for what sum I can not say, but one
sufficient to constitute a serious calamity to the family
if it had been recovered. The trial was at the county
court in Washington, and gave father a great deal of 7
trouble ; mother and myself, meanwhile, at home, |
speculating on the result and its consequences. Haines
employed Tom Marshall, the father of Mrs. Paxton
Greene, as his lawyer, and father, if I recollect correctly,

employed Frank Taylor, who now lives at Decatur or

Ripley. Itis quite impossible that I should ever lose

the remembrance of the joy in which I participated

when father returned victorious, and told mother that

the jury did not leave their box (an expression which,

of course, I did not understand), and that Marshall

said that Haines was the *“damnedest rascal” that had
ever employed him. In looking back to this incident,

5 et . e 1 bt -~ L T
which occurred, I think, when I was about six vears

old, I find that I had a very early sympathy with my
parents, and. experienced sympathetic Joy and grief
before I could distinctly comprehend the causes of their '
emotions: a quality of constitution which has remained
with me since | mingled in the world, and sometimes
procured for me the credit of being tender-hearted and

benevolent from sentiment toward others, when I was




Dr. Daniel Drake. 21

governed by mere instinct, or “ could n’t help
it.

The first money I ever had, as far as I can recollect,
came to me in the following manner. A man, [ know
not who—some acquaintance of father's—had lodged
all night with us, and the next morning lost a silver
knee-buckle (at that time an indispensable article) in
the snow, near the door of our cabin. I was set to
hunt for it, and father at length came’ to my assistance
with a rake. I do not remember which found it, but I
got the reward—a piece of cut money, at that time the
circulating medium of Virginia and Kentucky. My
joy was unbounded ; and ever since I have had it
reproduced by the receipt of money. Then, it was the
mere possession that threw me into rapture: since I
rew up, it was the idea of appropriating it to the pay-
ment of some debt that gave me pleasure. That hap-
piness I shall, perhaps, not enjoy hereafter as much as
I enjoyed it from 1806 to 1843—through more than
it in some other mode of appropriation.

vad the Scotch name of

My first school-master
McQuitty, but whether he was from the “land o
cakes,” I can not say. He taught in a very small log
cabin in sight of father’s, up the creek which flows
through Mayslick; and a beautiful stream it was when
it had any water running in it. My dim recollections

iz 1 d - A== o
suggest that I was about five years old when I was his
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pupil for a short time. Of my progress I can say

nothing. His successor was master Wallace, whose

name again suggests a Scottish origin. Under his
tuition I presume I made some progress, for in 1792
and 1793 I was a pretty good reader, and maintained
my place respectably when we stood up to spell, before
school was *“let out™ in the evening. My teacher then
was Hiram Miram Curry, who, I think, had been a
Baptist preacher, and made us, I remember, “get by
heart” the catechism. He taught at first in the village,
south of the brook, and then up the road beyond the
meeting-house, where hickory switches were abundant.
[ think I went to him as late as 1794, and had begun
to write before I left him.

.'\[Ihmll__ih the country was so nuwi},’ .fir:ft[:.‘i;l, at the
period under review, our i:n:ulii}‘ presented strange
people, and novel and curious sights, almost every day.

The emigration into Kentucky was at that period 1m-

mense, and nearly the whole passed through Mayslick.
Great quantities of merchandise, moreover, were hauled

into the interior. My uncle Abraham, who lived only

across the road from father's, kept both a store and a
tavern, at which many persons stopped; and I saw
aspects of things and people, which I should not have
seen had we lived off the road, and the sight of which
was no doubt intellectually beneficial. It was during
this period that I first tasted wine. Some travelers

from Virginia had brought it out, and the taste seems
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still to dwell upon my tongue. Many of the travelers
were wealthy ; and as the roads did not well admit of
carriages, they journeyed on horseback. Thus I often
saw ladies and gentlemen riding side by side, and
remember I thought the latter must be the happiest
persons on earth ; an estimate which nearly sixty years
has not entirely overruled. [My candles both burnt
out at the same moment; an emblem of the beautiful
termination in old age, by death, at the same hour, of
husband and wife. I have lit two others; which indi-
cates that I am likely to keep on, though it is not far
from midnight.] From the reminiscence which I have
just recorded, I find that an admiration for the sex was
among the earliest sentiments developed in my moral
nature. It has swayed me through life, and will, I
suppose, continue to govern me to its close. When
that solemn event shall come, I hope to see female faces
round my bed,

¢ And wish a woman’s hand to close

My lids in death, and say— Repose /

As years rolled on, father began to conclude, very
justly, that he should aim at a larger farm, seeing that
the cultivation of the soil was his destiny, and that he
had two sons and two daughters. Uncle Abraham
Drake, moreover, was anxious to own the little tract
on which father resided, as it so immediately adjoined
his own. He had purchased two hundred acres of one

s |

J




il

S — A=y

,new cabin erected. Fat

L
S

Pioneer Life in Kentucky.

1
|

Shannon, lying about a mile directly west of Mayslick,
and offered to cxth:m_gu it for the place on which father
resided. A bargain was at length concluded, and the
deed is now in my possession. It is dated, I think, in
the summer of 1794, when I was in my ninth year, and
your uncle Benjamin (I believe, though perhaps incor-
rectly) an infant at the breast. This was a new era in
my life. The land acquired was covered with an

unbroken forest, which must be cleared away, and a

1ier was still too poor to hire a
laborer for steady work, and was himself far from being
a robust and vigorous man. My health was good and
my spirit willing; I might, therefore, render some
assistance in his new enterprise; and accordingly master
Curry’s hickory and myself parted, never to meet again.
I was provided with a small axe; father had a larger,
and a mattock for grubbing. Thus equipped, with
some bread and meat wrapped in a towel, we charged
upon the beautiful blue-ash and buckeye grove, in the
midst of :.'{hith he proposed to erect his cabin. Many
days, however, did not pass before each received a
wound! Of the two, father’s was the most honorable.
Getting his mattock fast under the roots of a grub, and
making an effort to disengage it, in which he stooped
too far forward, it suddenly came out, and he brought,
by a jerk, the axe extremity of the implement against
his forehead, making a gash through to the bone.

Mine, which did not happen on the same day, was

=yl
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made by a jack-knife, which passed more rapidly through
a crust of bread than I expected, and made a deep wound
across the ball of my left hand, the scar from which
remained till it was obliterated by my great burn, thirty-
four years afterward.® The loss of blood was not
sufficient in either case to arrest the march of improve-
ment, and, day by day, we made new conquests over
all that stood in our way. Shrubs and bushes were
grubbed up; trees, under a foot, were cut down, and
those of a larger diameter “girdled,” except such as
would make good logs for the projected cabin, or could
be easily mauled into rails. It was father’s business, of
course, to do the heavy chopping; mine, to hack down
saplings, and cut off the limbs of trees, and pile them
into brush heaps. The forest consisted chiefly of blue-
ash, tall, straight, soft while green, easily hewed, and
easily split into rails and puncheons; of sugar trees—
generally preserved; of several kinds of hickory and
walnut, and of buckeye. The last was so soft that it
soon became my favorite, and to the readiness with
which it yielded to my axe I may ascribe the affection

which I have ever since cherished for it.{ I loved it in

*The ¢ great burn” here spoken of occurred on the 18th of Sep-
tember, 1828, and resulted in the death of Miss Caroline A. Sisson, the
youngest sister of the deceased Mrs, Drake. The fire was in the mos-
quito netting around her bed, after she had retired for the night, in the
effort to extinguish which Dr. Drake’s hands were severely burned.

1 See Appendix B.




e

..&’_—ﬂﬂ_—:‘g.-.—_

=,

= __'-Gﬁﬁ_‘_?—-a-n—-—--: -

e

e

\

36 Pigneer Life in Kentucky.

proportion to the facility with which I could destroy it.
But its obliging temper was not limited to my demands.
It had a parasite, which sought the air and light of heaven
by clinging to its limbs, and weaving those of many
adjoining trees into a broad and tangled canopy. That

PIH'."LRE’..’U was the winter L‘;i'Elpti!"n’illt"_:.

The brush was of course burnt up as fast as it was
cut, and of all the labor in the forest, I consider that

of dragging and burning the limbs of trees the most

delightful. To me it made toil a pleasure. The rapid
disappearance of what was thrown upon the fire gave
the feeling of progress; the flame was cheering; the
crackling sound imparted animation; the columns of
smoke wound their way upward, in graceful curves,
among the tall green trees left standing; and the limbs

and twigs of the hickory sent forth a balmy and aromatic

odor, which did not smell of the school-house.

In due time a ““log-rolling™ frolic was gotten up,
when the buckeye showed that, if pressed too far, it
could resist; for its consumption by fire was effected
with more difficulty than that of any other tree. The
ground being prepared, and the logs collected and hewed
on one side, the new cabin, a considerable improvement
