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Non-traditional
obstacles
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and other non-traditional students say they face struggles at

Back to the classroom: Non-traditional students face stereotypes,
difficulties navigating college system, say UK could do more to help

By Joon-kyeong Lee

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Madelyn C. Twyman once
brought her daughter to class with a
cast on her arm after her daughter
broke it. The 10-year girl thought it
was pretty neat. “But she thought the
best part was going for lunch with
mom afterward,” said Twyman, a
part-time accounting senior.

Non-traditional students often
stand out from the crowd because
they frequently juggle full-time jobs,
financing, family and academic re-
sponsibilities, and that might mean
having to take a daughter or son to
class, as Twyman did.

Margie Cherry, a social work
graduate student, struggles to make
time to hang out with her son.

Picking between diapers and

ks is always a problem, she said.

“As a non-traditional student, I
face many challenges that traditional
students don’t comprehend,” Cherry
said.

David Carroll, a communica-
tions senior, who has done a class
project on perceptions of non-tradi-

tional students at UK, said one of the
most difficult tasks is class-related.

“When a non-traditional student

is thrown into the mix (of the class)

. that upsets the:expectations, and

1hmgs aren’t as nite and neat,” he

Carrol] said he’s been stereo-

“Instructors often respond with
surprise when I make a comment
that the teacher didn’'t expect to
come from a 30-something white guy
— I am expected to have a white
conservative view on the world,” he
said.

“It makes it very mteresung
sometimes, other times frustrating,”
he said.

Nationwide, more non-tradition-
al students are attending colleges or
universities. According to the US.
Department of Education’s analysis
released in August 2002, 73 percent of
all US. undergraduates in 1999-2000
were in some way non-traditional.
The figure was calculated by consid-
eration of job, part-time enroliment,
age and parenting status.

UK doesn’t exactly reflect the
trend, though. Last year, 32 percent
of the total enrollment was age 25 or
older and 19 percent were part-time
status, according to UK’s statistics. If
Lexington Community College is in-
cluded, the proportions increase.

Compared with 10 years ago,
these figures are slightly lower. In
1992, 57 percent of the UK students
were non-traditional students. That
number includes part-time students.

Non-traditional students aren’t
the minority. Yet their special needs
and issues are often overlooked when
UK budgets student services, stu-
dents say.

Older students need flexibility in
course scheduling, including evening
and weekend courses or correspon-
dence courses, said Cecile McKinney,
the UK Evening and Weekend Col-
lege coordinator.

Coping with foreign language
course requirements is also a diffi-
culty that older students often talk
about, McKinney said.

“Because they had been out of
school for a long time, they are usual-
ly unable to draw from any previous
foreign language background,” she
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Court will hear college affirmative action case

At stake: Justices will consider how much weight,
if any, universities can assign to an applicants race

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON The
Supreme Court agreed Mon-
day to decide if minorities
can be given a boost to get
into universities, a subject
still heatedly contested a
quarter-century after the jus-
tices first addressed affirma-
tive action in college admis-
sions.

The court will tell uni-
versities how much weight,
if any, they may assign to an
applicant’s race.

At stake are race-con-

many public and private col-
leges, law schools and med-
ical schools.

The only time the
Supreme Court considered a
college race case, the justices
issued a split 1978 ruling that
banned racial quotas but

gave states little other direc-
tion.

Both sides of the affir-
mative action debate wanted
the court to try again.

Justices will consider
whether some white appli-
cants to the University of
Michigan and its law school
were rejected unconstitu-
tionally because of their
race, under the Constitu-
tion’s guarantee of equal
protection for all under the
law.

Michigan President
Mary Sue Coleman said the
outcome “will have a pro-
found impact on our nation’s
higher education system and
on our race relations broadly.
... Now is not the time to turn
back the clock.”

“The color of your skin
determines so many impor-
tant things about your life

experience — where you live,
where you go to work and
with whom you work. Race
still matters in our society.
The ideal of colorblindness
does not mean we can or
should be blind to that reali-
ty,” she said.

Opponents contend that
race-conscious policies hurt
white college applicants by
giving slots to less-qualified
minority prospects.

“They're also unfair to
minorities who are stigma-
tized and held to a demean-
ingly lower standard,” said
Curt Levey, a lawyer with the
Washington-based Center for
Individual Rights, which is
representing white students
in the challenge.

Levey said black enroll-
ment initially fell when race
considerations were aban-
doned in public colleges in
California, Florida, Texas
and Washington state. But he
said the numbers are in-

creasing, proof that race
does not have to be a factor
in admissions in the rest of
the country.

The Supreme Court an
nounced separately Monday
that it would resurrect an-
other controversial issue
whether states can punish
homosexuals for having sex.

The court ruled in 1986
that consenting adults have
no constitutional right to pri
vate homosexual sex. Jus
tices will reconsider that in
an appeal filed by two men
prosecuted under a Texas
law that makes it a crime to
engage in same-sex inter-
course.

The court will hear argu
ments in the cases next year,
and its decisions will be
made public before July, just
as some justices may be con
templating announcing re-
tirements from the court
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UK makes deal
with Northwest

Cheaper flights: Faculty and staff get 5 percent off
By Rebecca Neal
ST waiTER

An agreement reached between Northwest Airlines and
UK will give UK faculty and staff members a 5 percent dis-
count on business travel.

Marc Mathews, senior associate controller, said the dis-
count should help UK reduce its travel expenses.

“Last year we had a total travel cost in excess of $10 mil-
lion,” he said.

The discounted flights must be booked through a desig-

nated travel agency, Mathews said:
AAA Travel, Avant Travel or Com-
monwealth Travel. Mathews said
other travel agencies will be desig-
nated as employees request it

Bradley Canon, a political sci-
ence professor, said a discount
would help stretch his travel dollars.

He said his department gives him
travel money, but he went over by
about $300 last academic year.

“We get a certain amount of
travel money, and if you exceed it,
then you have to pay the difference,”

Canon said.

Canon said that discounts with
more airlines would be useful

“I almost never go where North-
west goes,” he said.

Mathews said UK also has
arrangements with ATA Connection
for employees’ personal and business travel. He said the dis-
counts range from 5 percent to 15 percent.

Mathews said the discount can be obtained by calling
ATA. When asked about a “star profile” code, faculty should
say “University of Kentucky” for the discount, he said.

Jack Blanton, the senior vice-president for administra-
tion, said the flight discounts is the beginning of a travel
management plan that UK is developing.

“We've had other discounts for lodging and car rental,
but this is a first for airlines,” Blanton said

Mathews said UK is looking at other travel plans.

“We're trying to model our plan after corporate travel,
like IBM,” Mathews said.

Another professor said he wasn’t sure that the discount-
ed tickets would be cheaper than his current arrangement.

“Hotwire.com has beaten any price I've found, so I'd
have to compare this new discount with it,” said Harald
Hoebusch, an assistant German professor:

Hoebusch said he thinks the online discount sites are
easier than going through a travel agency for the discount.

“I haven't booked through a travel agency in a long
time,” he said

Speaker to share
anti-abortion views

By Abby Heath

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Kristen Vance said she sacrificed everything in her pur-
suit of true love and happiness, including her unborn child.
She thought she was doing what was best for her; now she
says she made a selfish choice, and it was a mistake.

Tonight at the Wesley Foundation, Vance will be shar-
ing her experiences with the UK community.

“I want to speak publicly so that hopefully others will
see the trap that I fell into and decide to go down a differ-
ent path in their lives, always seeking the truth in every-
thing before making a decision that will affect the rest of
their lives,” she said. “I want others to avoid the heart-
break that I have endured and still endure because I
learned the truth after it was too late.”

Jessica Burke, the co-president of UK Students for Life,
the sponsor of the visit, said she hopes Vance’s testimony
brings the debate over abortion
back into people’s minds and makes
people realize that a woman carries
a baby, not a non-human fetus.

risten was invited to speak
because she, better than any of us,
can explain what effect an abortion
has on a woman because she has
had one ... she has experienced it,”
Burke said.

Vance said abortion is a pivotal
issue, and she hopes to encourage
people to learn more about it.

“I hope that people will see how I stubbornly lived a
lie because I refused to see the truth, and I hope that they
will not make the same mistakes,” she said.

In order to reach a wide audience, Vance shares her
experiences with college, youth and church groups. Vance
regularly teaches buzz groups at Fellowship of Christian
Athletes youth and leadership conventions.

Vance said she has found meaning in sharing her ex-
periences.

“Even though I sometimes face opposition, it is always
a positive experience to share the truth,” she said.

Vance said she encourages people who are pro-choice,
undecided, considering abortion, or those who have had
an abortion to hear her speak

“My story will be one of healing and hope and a chal-
lenge to indifference, so I would especially encourage
those to attend who think abortion has nothing to do with
them,” Vance said
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